MINUTES

of the
First Annual Session
of the
First Mission Association
of the

Free Will Baptist Churches

held with
Tualsa Church, Sept. 26-30, 1928. (Also history
of Association.)
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OFFICERS
Rev. W. M. Bingham - - - - - Moderator
Rev. Melvin Bingham -~ - - _- _ -Ass’t. Mod.
Rev. A. B. Talbert - - - - - - Clerk
Rev. Hattie Newman - - =< =~ Assgt. Clerk.
000

Next Association will be held with Drumright

Church, beginning Wednesday night, be-
fore the 4th Sunday in Aug., 1929.




FrREe WILL BAPTIST
BiBLE COLLEGE
Presented by

Rev. Melvin Bingham




~ ORDER OF BUSINESS
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Introductory Sermon .

. Called to order by Moderator
. Letters called for and adopted :
. Hand of Fellowshlp leen R

. Electlon of Officers. \ B :

. Reading Rules of Order o e

. Call for Pet1onary Letters. EE T

. Invite v1s1t1ng brethren to seat as Adwsory Members
. Appointment of Commlttees o
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Unﬁmshed Busmess
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New Busmess
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Report of Commlttees ERRY

=
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Selectlng Place for next Assoc1at10n
: Also FII‘St Quarterly Meetmg A
14 Resolutlons of Thanks




‘ WDDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 26th, 1928,

The First Mls.non Association met w1th the Tulsa -
church. .
: House called to order by Rev W M Blngham, Moderator o
: ‘Preachlng by A. B. Talbert Text Prov. 29 18. -

Motion carried to organize.

Letters-called for. Tulsa, Garden City, and New Home :
Churches were represented by letters and dehgates ‘

Letters received and deligates seated. ’ T}
- Rev. W. M. Bingham was elected" Moderator Rev Mel—
vin Bingham, Assistant Moderator. . -

A.'B. Talbert Clerk.  Hattie Newman, Ass’t CIerk .
- Brothers C. J. Petty and John Wl]SOIl were ordamed as
Deacons, as requested' by the Garden City- Church.

AdJourned to meet Thursday 8: 30 A ‘M.

000-

, THURSDAY 8:30 A. M. s
Called in Conference by Moderator Read 78 Psa Pray- -

‘ \n*er by Sister Fincher.

‘Called for petitionary letters. Ietters presented from:fi' ,
-~ “Drumright and. Cushmg churches Letters recelved and? :

- ‘dehg‘ates seated.

o ees.

Visiting brethren 1nv1ted to seats in Counc1l :
~ Bro. Martin McGee was seated as a v151tor from the
Southern Association. . * . e
 Rules of orderread. . '
The Moderator was glven power to appom tall comrmtt-,

Motion carried that the Pastor of chulch where Asso- M 1

“ciation is held act as Chairman on Pulplt Commlttee )

. .Committees am)omted as follows: .

- Pulpit: W. M. Bingham, J. 0. Parker, G. W M!ller

~Resolutions: J. L. Waltman. W. L. Bean, A. W. Freer.

Finance: M. M. McKee, W. C. Wilson, G. W. Miller." "

. Temperance: Sister Pruitt, Sister Edwards, Sister Fincher..
Literature: W. C. Wilson, L. L. Collins, J. O. Parker.
Missions: Sister Newman, A. B. Talbert J L. Waltman -
. Resolution No. 1. Adopted.. = = .

" A. B. Talbert, W. M Blnwham Melvm Bingham, J. L




Waltman, W. L. Bean were elected a% Executlve Board
‘ AdJourned to meet 1:30. .
- Preaching by Sister Fincher and W L Bean.
1:30: Called to order by Modera for Prayer by Bro
Pierce. .

Resolutlons No 2 3 Adopted No 9 lost, No 10 Tabled

Adjourned to meet Friday 8:30 A. M. Prayer by Brother :

Freer. Preaching 7:30 by M. M. McKee on: “Two Ways”
- Text Matt. 7 14. (One ‘converted. -
‘ 00o
"FRIDAY 8:30 A, M
Called to or der by Moderator. '
Sister Newman read 188rd Psalm. ‘
- The Moderator bemg sick, Slster Newman moderated the
-Meeting. .
- Resolution No 11, Lost No 12 Adopted AdJourned
‘to meet at 1:30. . Praysr by Sister Bean.

Preaching at 11:00 by A. W Freer and W J. Plerce Text .

Rev. 2:10.

- 1:30 rCalled to order by Mlderator Prayer by W L. Bean.
Motion carried to elect an Associational Evangelist. Rev.
. John Bean was elected.-

“Motion carried to- replesent in the State Assoc1at10n by

letter and delegates.

"W.'J. Pierce, W. C. Wilson" and Melvm Bmgham were el- | |

) ected as delegates.

M. M. McKee, Melvin Blngham J. L. Waltman and A4 L :

el

Bean were dppointed as council to examme those set apart ‘

by the Tulsa Church .to be ordained.

Resolutlon No. 13-Adopted. o

- Called recess. for preachmg PPreachmg by Rev W C
‘Wllson g
Adjourned to meet Saturday 8:30. Prayer by Rev W
M. Bingham. :

Preaching at 8l00 by - Hattle Newman and Melvm Blng—ﬂ' '

ham (Thr ee converts ) :
, 000- ‘ '
- SATURDAY 8:30 A. M.

Called to order by moderator. Prayer by J. L Waltman ;: :

Motion carried to- appoint a commlttee to meet at Drum- -
right at the State’ Assoc1at10n o decide on-a uniform for'

Mission Workers.
Slsters, L1v1a W, altman, Mae Waltman Cook Walker

3.
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‘V\J‘/‘ ) ST T s

Fuller, Graham, Flncher Dlokenson, Light, Florence, Pruitt,:

Parker. . Paterson, Petty, Baken, and Opal Blngham were . |
_appomted i

Committees on Mlssmns Temperance Fmance, and Reso-‘ !

) lutions reported, and reports received. (See Reports )

Resolutions No’s. 14 and 15 Passed.
. Motion carried for Clerk to act as Treasurer

Motion carried to have 500 minutes printed, also to have A

our articles-of faith printed in pamphlet form, giving scrip-.
tural reference. The Clerk to complle and have some print-
ed :
T AdJourned to meet at 1 30 Prayer by Bro Ww. T. Mlller
vreachoing by Bros. Lingo, White and Waltman. o

. 1:30 Called to order by moderator. Prayer by Rev. J M o

Roberts.
‘1'he examlmng commrttee reported favorable on Rev W,

C. Wilson, O. T. Whlte W -J. Pierce, and A. W Freer All.

" four were ordained.

A. B. Talbert, M. M McKee, J. M. Roberts, W. L. Bean, '
T. 1. Waltmap. Melvin Bineham, W. M. Bingham and Bro.

O E. Stairs acted as ordaining councﬂ

J. L‘ Waltman and W. L. Bean were elected as assoc1t- o )‘
tional’ Sunday School Superintendents. o

.. Motion carried to send next assoc1at10nv to Drumrlght to

begin on. Wednesday night before the fourth Sunday-in

August, 1929. Rev. W. M. Bingham was elected to preach |
the Introductory Sermon and Rev. W. J. Plerce as A]ter— :
. mnate. R

Motion carried. to hold ﬁrst quarterly meetan' Wlth New g
Home Church; : -
Motion carried for the Moderator to express our thanks‘f
to thé people for their. kindness toward us durlng our- stay -
with them. Adjourned to meet as stated. . o B
Mission Program Saturday night. :
Sunday School program Sul(l)day
: 000
“REPORT OF COMMITTEES

Missions: :
We, your commltte on Missions, repor’* as follows
Whereas the Mission Work has proven suzh a heip to our
churches, and we believe that we ca nreach souls throuvh
the Mission that- would not be reached any other way; we -
ask that every possible effort be made’ to advance the Miss-

4.




ion Work We also ask that a comml'rtee be appomted to'
meet at Drumright at the State Association to deCJde on

a uniform for the Mlssxon Workers.

, ‘ Signed:
: - Committee.
Tempe1 ance:

. We, your Commltte on Temperance submlt the followmg -

Realizing that intoxicating drink is one o fthe greatest

- evils of our land; that it destroys homes, starves children,
‘wrecks human hfe makes prostitutes of our girls and hu-

- man brutes of our boys 'Therefore we condemn its use, and
as abody we stand on the 18th Ammendment; Also that we

staind with our ofﬁcers in enforcmg all Laws against In- =

temperance o i R
‘ ‘ « Commlttee

“We, your commltte on ﬁnance make report as follows:

- Receiving for printing minutes: Drumright Church, $5.00
Cushmg, $4.00, Tulsa $5.30, Garden City, $2 50 New Home
$3.30, Collectlon $1 61. Total $21.71. .

Commlttee
Resolutlons

No.1. No minister shall be entltled to a seat in thls as-

soc1at10n until credentials have been approved by the as-. ...
sociation or Executive board, and the-Association or Execu--
tive board may Wlthdraw from any mmlster Walklng dlSOI'- ‘

derly.
No. 2. ~ The Pastor of the church where the Assoc1at10n
is held act ag Chairman of Pulpit Committee. . ‘

No. 8."  Resolved that the'churches abide by the ruhng
of the Association one year then, should any ruling be found
not to be best for the churcnes it may be changed at next
As soc1at10n '

4. Whereas all officers for churches: should be chrlstlans
be it resolved that all churches select their. ofﬁcers from
the members of the respective churches.

. No..5 Resolved that we allow churches near our bound-
arv line to represent in the ‘Association of their preference.

No. 6. 'No one shall be granted license to preach until
they have been examined bv a committee appointed by the

Association, or Quarterly Meeting, at the request of their
church. :

7. Resolved that this Assoc1at10n will not license ‘or or-
dain any ministe' or Deacon that believes in either a sec-

5
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" ond work of. Grace or a thousand y(,a.r to repe‘nt.in after

‘death, - !

No. 8. Resolved that we will not ordain any minister
that does not teach and practlce feet washing,

- No. 9-10-11. - Lost. . '

No. 12. Resolved that we recon‘mend that each church
poy .into the: Associational Treasure 25cts. per member
for Evangelistic and other Assvciational work.,

No. 13." We recommend that the Pastor instruct their
. members to pay “as the Lord n2s prospered” ‘also that'
~they keep a record of amumount paid cmd ‘1ave the veport
_:read at least twice each year. t .

No. 14. Resoived thai the Manuscr‘p for nur minutes
be approved by at least & members of the Executive Board
before being printed.

No. 15. Resolved that we will not allow our mmlster
“to debate unless su¢ h a debate be approved by the Execu—
t1ve Board o P

\ 000 - ' ' ‘
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‘. CONSTIFUTION {

From long experlence we are convinced of the necessuty of a
~combination of churches to-perpetuate our union and to mamtam a
correspondence among our churches. ]

’lnerefore ‘we have adopted the - following const1tut10n and by
laws for ous government : T i

N o A . 1. ‘ v . % ]
. This Association shall be called the First M1ssmn Assoclatlon
: ;o . -2, . t
This Association shall be composed of such we11 re'guléted Free

-

S Will Baplst Churches Malntammg Gospel order, agreeing w1th the

denommatlon in Doctrine and practlcen, favormg the enterprlses that
have been endorsed by this Assocmtlon ’ SR 0

The actmg members of this Association shall be the Mlmsters
Deacons and Church Clerks belonging. to any church composmg
this body, also 3. delegates from each church chosen by the members
of their respectlve churches. " e Coes

PR o

The ofﬁcers of this Assoclatlon shall be a Moderator Ass t. Mod-
erator, a Clerk and Asg't. Clerk: and an’ executive board composea of
5. members. The Board: members to: -be elected so as to! requlre. 1
one to be elected for one. year All omcers shall hold ofﬁce until
their successors are elected. I A
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The prcperty of any church in this Association that should go
" down until they could not transact busmess because f"'ey were dis-
- organized, shall become the property’ ‘of this Association and the exe-
cutive board’ his power to execute legal papers for‘ the property
N -y 6. e ) .
This Assoc1at10n shall meet annually at.such time and place as
shall be decided upon by the, Assoc1at10n at-such quarterly meetmgs »
Any business of the Assomatlon may be transacted o
T : ‘ '
Th1s ASSOCla.tIOIl may be: called together by the Moderator by
f/giving the churches 10 days notice of such called meetmg
Thls Constltutlon may be changed at any yearly meetmg by a’
'two-thlrds maJonty of members votmg

—000
BL-LAWS
. The Moderator or Asst. Moderator or in their absence the old-
“est minister present shall call the Association’unto con‘feren‘ce.r
Each session' shall be opened and closed by prayer.
' -3

Flve members from two or more churches shall constltute a o

quorum a less number may adjourn until such quorum is present
. D 4, . .
Visiting, brethren 'are\invited to’ seats as advisory membors. ;
Those who speak shall arise and address ‘the Moderator Per-
sonal reﬂectlons shall be - av01ded in all deXates. :
‘ . B 6. : R
If any propOsition or motion under debate contains two or more
points, it shall be dwlded at the request o fany member and a vote'
taken. ‘ ‘ ’ :

fMoti'on‘m'ade and lost shall ot be recorded.. .. .

' No one shall speak more han twice on:the same subJect W1thout
special. leave of' the moderator ‘
.o ; e 9,

‘The Moderator shall not allow d1scuss1ons when not carned on m,

a christiain spmt » T : :

P
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51

ma;orlty of members voting.

The ruling of the moderator may be over ruled by a two th1rds

11
Any minister opposed to any of the enterprxses endorsed by thls

’ Assoc1atlon will not be entxtled to a seat in Conference.

12.
No. questlon from any church shall .come under the con51dera

t1on of the Association unless it has ﬁr t heen discussed in its own.

church fol
/ 13: .
At each Assoc1at1on arrangements shall be made to insure two

~~'.or more . sermons or other equivalent devotmnal exermses each day.

' ObO
ORGANIZATION OF ASSOCIATION

. On May 9th, 1928 th eCommlttees and delegates that had
been elected to organize a new Association met at the Berry

Hill School house, west of Red Fork.

_ Those present were: Rev. A. B. Talbert State Supt of
Missions, Rev. J. L. Waltman, State Supt. of Sunday Sch-
00ls. Also elected bythe First Oklahoma Association - to.

help organize the new-association.

- " Rev. W. M. Bmgham Pastor of th eTulsa Church Rev

Melvin Bingham, Pastor of New Home Church, Rev. C. W.

Thompson, Pastor of the Garden City Church, Rev. W, C. -

Wilson, Rev. A. W. Freer, Rev. O. J. White, Rev. W. J.

~Pierce, Liva Waltman, Mae Waltman, Violet Waltman, Rosa .
* Cook, Bro. and Sister Parker, Bro. and-Sister Pruitt, Bro.

and Sister Edwards, Sister Wh1te, Sister Lierly, Wrn C.

 Thrasher, Charles P etty, L. L. Collins, D F. Hayes, Slster

Baken, Slster Martin, Sister Sales.
. House called toorder by Rev. A. B: Talbert. Rev. W M.

'Bmgham was elected Moderator, Rev. J. L. Waltman Ass't.
" "Moderator. Slster J. R. Pruitt, Clerk Brother Petty Ass’t
- Clerk.

The Constitution, Bl—]aws and Church Covenant were read

* and adopted.

The hand of fellowshlp was given and player offered for
God’s guidance.
Rev, W. C. Wilson was elected Sunday School Slpt for the

“Association, Rev. Melvin Bingham Ass’t Supt

Mot1on carried that we recommend that the churches of




this Association<do not call pastors who are not'in sympa-
thy with the Mission Work, and other enterprlses that have
‘been endorsed by this Association. =
Motion carried that we meet on Wednesday night be—
fore the 4th Sunday in August. ,
Adjournment to meet with Tulsa Church Thursday mght '
- 780 P. M. met with Tulsa Church Called to order by Mod-
- erator. .
Minutes read and approved Order of busmess read and
adopted. '
AdJournment to meet on Wednesday nlght before the 4th
: Sunday in August with Tulsa Church,
. Rev: W. M. Bingham, Moderator.

Tulsa, Oklahoma :

- On July 11th the Assoc1at10n met in a called meeting with

" the Tulsa Church to elect Delegates to the Co- operatlve As-

sociation. © -

- Rev. W. M. Bingham and' Rev. J. L. Waltman were elected

as delegates Rev Melvin Bingham and Rev Ww..C. Wzlson :

- asalternates. :

-~ Motion carried to change date of Assoc1at10n for this

year to Sept. 26th. -

AdJourned to. meet w1th the Tulsa Church Sept. 26, 1928.
- W. M. Bingham, Moderator.

. Mrs. J. R. Pruitt, Clerk. ~

¢

Mrs. J. R. Pruitt, Clerk o




CHURCH COVE\'A;\T ' O

Havmg given ourselves to God by fa.lth in Chrlst and adoptedl
- the Word of God as our rule of faith and ‘practlce we now give our--
‘selves to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant. We
Promise by His grace to love and obey Him- in ‘all things, to avoid
all appearances of evil, to abstain ‘from. all sinful amusements and
unwholy conformlty to the world, from all sanction of use and sale -
"~ of 1ntox1cat1ng beverages, and to “prowde thmgs honest m the 81ght_
-of all men.” . : T

. We agree faihfully to discharge our obligations in reference to
the stdy of the Scriptures, 'scret prayer, fatnily devotions, and social
worship; and by self-denial, faith and good works endeavor to“grow- :
in grace and the knowlédge of our Lord and Savmr Jesus Christ.” .-
"We will not forget the assembling of ourselves together for church,
conference, public worship, and the observence of the ordinance of -~
"the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our-ability. for the support".
of the church, of it spoor, and all its benevelant work. We agree to b
accept Christian admonition and reproof with ,meeknnss, and to watch
over one “another in love, ‘endea.vorixig to “keep . the unity of the
~Sp1r1t” in the bond of peace, to be careful of one another’'s happ1-/
ness and - reputatxon and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage.
the afflicted, admomshed the erring, and as far as we are ‘able pro-.

. mote-the success of the church and ‘of the Gospel. We will every

\where hold Christian principles sacred and Christian obligations’ and’
enterprlses supreme; counting it our chief business in, life to ex--
tend the influence of Christ in society; constantly praying and toil-
ing that the ngdom of God w111 come, and His will be done on earth
as it is in* Heaven. - ) -

To this end we agree to labor for the promotlon of educatxonal
and denominational - enterprises, the support of missions, t‘he success
of Sabbath schools, and evangelistic egorts for the salvatxon of souls
-and the conversion of the world : T
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