
MINUTES 
OF THE FORTY -SECOND 

ANNUAL SESSION 

FIRST OKLAHOMA 
ASSOCIATION 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

HELD WITH TECUMSEH CHURCH 

SEPTEMBER 20 TO 24, 1939. 

OFFICERS 

. loderator. Elder \ . n. Epper on . . . . . . . . . . . . ·1 ecum,eh, ( )klahoma 
\~,i tant )10(\t,rator Ehkr R. c;, La ne . .. . . . .• Tec: um,d1, Oklahoma 
Llerk. !:--i t,·r Lillil' \\"ack . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . Tecumseh . Oklahoma 
\,,1,ta nt t'krk .' i,ttr l>11ll ie Claricla . .. . .•.... Tecu:n ah, Oklahoma 

The next Annual Session of this Association will be held with the 
New Bethclham Church, beginning on Wednesday night before the 

second SlMlday in August, 1940. 
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RULES .OF ORDER 
L At every sitting of the Association, business. shall be opened and 

concluded by prayer by the moderator or whomsoever he . may 
requ_est. 

2 .. Ministers present are invited to seats, allowed to take part in de­
bates on all subjects, and to vote. 

3. Those who speak shall arise and _address the moderator: Personal 
reflections shall be avoide!il in all debates. 

~- No motion shall •be discussed without a second. 
5. \Vhen a motion has been made and, seconded, and ·a member op­

poses its discussion, the moderator shall put the question, ''Shall 
it be discussed?" If negative the question shall be dismissed. 

6. If any proposition or- motion under debate contains two ·or mor~ 
points, it shall be divided at the request of any member, and the 
vote taken separately. 

7. Motions made and lost· shall not be recorded . 
.'...:.-.--8. No one shall speak more than twice on the same subject without 

special leave- of the 111oderator. 
9. All questions shall be decided by a majority of all members present. 

• 10. No·· member shall ab.ent himself w:thout speci:il leave of thr: 
moderator. 

11. !l!i.nutes · shall be .leisurely read and corrected before ·the close of 
the Association. 

12. At all future. sessions of the Association, arran;;c:ncnts shall be 
made to insure• two sermons, or other devotional exercises eq­
uivalent thereto, , during each day of the session, and the chair 

shall announce just 'before adjournment who shall fill the stand at the 
next meeting. 

13: These;· Rules of Order·• shall be· distinctly read from the chair 
immediately after the organization of the Association. . . · 

14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular' ~ession 
of the association. · 

Wednesday Night. Session -
The First Oklahoma Association assembled themselves together by 

singing several good songs. Elder: Jim ·Smithey lead in . prayer. 
Elder· A:' B; Epperson, conducted the" devotional services in' which 

several inspiring testimonies were, given. •. , 
Special songs were given by Izetta· Payne and Lois May Foincher 

of Drumright. · 
In the absence of Elder B. C· Monkus, who was to, have p~eached 

the introductory sermon the body elected Elder_ George'· McLain; 
___ :An' inspiring message- was enjoyed· by all. 

Thursd_ay' Morning ·Session 
The forty-second ·annual session of the First Oklahoma Associat­

ion assembled - themselves-- togetlter at - nine o'clock. to transact' suc:h 
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business that might come before the house. 
Moderator A. B. Epperson took charge'. 
After the song services Eide~ W. E. Dearmore led in prayer. 
Letters were called for, read, accepted· and delegates seated from 

the following churches - - - Minneha, Box, North View, New Beth­
leham, Spring Hill, Tecumseh, \Volf, Earlsboro and Pleasant Hill.· 

The committee on Devine Service was appointed at this time. Elder 
\V. A. Land, Brother Bourland and Brother Kiker. . 
· Elder Austin Deaton, was appointed at this time by the committee 
to bring the message at the eleveri o'clock services. 

Election ·Of Officers 
Elder A. Il. Epperson, 1Ioderator, T~cumeh, Oklahoma. 
Elder R. G. Lane, Assistant :Moderator, Tecumseh, Oklahoma 
Sister Lillie Wade, Clerk, Tecumsd1, Oklahoma · 
Sister Dollie Clarida, Assistant Clerk, Tecum.,el~, Oklahoma 
Sister Mamie Stevenson, of . Earlsboro was retained.: as· custodian 

of the old Minister fund. · · 
Elder \V. E. Dearmore, was the new member elected on the ex­

ecutive Board. 
Other members being Eider ,:\Vi1.'ddle, · to serve for two year~ and 

Elder A. B. Epperson to serve one year. 
By motion we adjourned until two o'clock.­
Dismissed by Elder W. H. · Ci.irter: · 

Eleve:n O'clock Services 
Came together by singing 
Elder Lester Judd, of Cushing. led our minds in prayer. 
By special request Izetta -Pa1•ne sang a solo accompanied · by Lois 

May Fincher. , . . _ 1 

Elder Austin Deaton, brought ian inspiring message on. "Prayer'\ 
Scripture reading being z' Chronicles 7 :14. . · · 

Brother Carter, dismissed the congregation .. 
. . l . 

Thursday Afternoon Session ·• ., . 

Met together by singing. : .., 
Elder Clyde Argo, read as 'a scripture reading a portion of Eph. 

6-11 and made a short interestin·g tolk. 
Elder R. G., Lane led in prayer. _ 
The moderator read the Rules of Order. 
The_ delegates _ all went forward and were given the. right hand ot 

Christain 'fellowship. 
A few visiting ministers that. were given the .hand_ of fellowship and 

invited to seat with us in council who gave intresting talk~ were: 
Elder Earline Haskin - Center Association. 
Elder Harry Staires - First Mission Association. 
Elder Sadie Fincher - First .. Mission Association. 
Elder Lester Judd - First 11ission Association: 
Elder Judd, gave a report 911 the National Association which wa5 

held at Byran, Texas. 
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The moderator was given authority by the body at this time to 
appoint the different committees. 

Committees Appoint~d 

Publication-'·-~' "·<. 
Elder A: E. D9wns, Elder · \V. A: , Land, · Elder Mattie Epperson, 
Elder J. B. Johnsoti. 

Finance-
Elder Clyde Argo, Brother Ben· Littleton, Sister Olic Lane, Sistu 
Vida Fry, Brother 0. 0. Evans. 

Resolution..:.. · 
Elder A. E. ':Downs, Eld~r \V. E. Dearmor1,,Brother ~ete Conner .. 

Music- . . ..• . 1 

Sister Lillian Argo, , Sister :Mertie Trice, Sister Ruth Munkus,, Sis­
ter Ruth Mathews. 

Prayer I\Ieeting- , . 
Elder Fields, Brother Den Maxwell, Elder B. C. Munkus, Brother .. 
George Tidwell.· ' 

League-
Siiter Oliva Reger, Sister Mamie St,evenson, Sister Mable Ralls, 
Sister Cary 11ay Alfrey. 

Sunday School- . . . , 
Elder 0. F. Followell, Brother B.'.C. Wilson, Brother O~ville Ki'.,cr. 

Credential- · · 
Elder W. L. Waddle, Elder J. P. · Fry. 

Obituary- · , · · · ·• 

Sister Land, Sister Lula Hank, Sister Alice Clark, H, 1!. Lynn. 
Temperance. . . , , 

Sister Ethel Guin, Sister Camp~ll, , Sister Alva Downs, Sister 
.. Ruby Vanwinkel. . . 

Mission- · . , , . 
Sister '1fartie Trice, 'Sister Della · Cluck, Sister Grace Kiefe;, Sister 
1Iolder, Elder D. L. Simpson. 
By motion the association and quarterly meetings were placed at 

this time for the ensuing year. ,. 
Association - - New Bethleham. , 
First quarterly meeting - - Box. 
Second· quarterly meeting - - Pleasant Hi!l. 
Third quarterly meeting•- - North View. 
Fourth quarterly meeting - - Spring B-ill. 
Brother Land announced that Brother Harry Staires will bring 

the evening message. 
Ilv motion we adjourned until night services. 
Afternoon ~crviccs ,vcrc dismissed.· by .Brother Simpson. · 

. Thursday· .Nishi• Session 
The congregation came togethe·r with' singing. 
Elder Land led in' prayer. . . 
Sister 'Fincher conducted the devotional services- whic'h was in­

spiring to all. A special song was rendered. 
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Brother Harry Staires brought the evening. message on "Fear ·the 
Lord". 

The\ scripture reading, 1folica 3 :16. The message .was one that 
will long :be remembered by alL 

An alte.r call was made. ·t·. 

· Brother Jim Fry dismissed. . .. ,,,,,; 

Friday Morning S~ssion 
Meeting opened. by singing. Prayer by Brother· Simpson. 
Brother Jim Fry led the. devotional· reading· John• 15 :10-17. 
\Vith the modei,ator in charge : the business was transacted. 

By. motion we elected the minister to bring the 'introductory mess­
age .at our forty-third Association, Elder Arthur Clarida· was elected. 
Elder W. A. _Land, alternate. ; .. ; · . .. · 

By motion the · association was.· changed , to convene on \V ednesda)' 
night before the second Sunday in. August. .It previously had been 
in Septembe.r.' 

The committee on clevine services announced that· Brother Simpson 
would bring. the eleven o'clock _message. 

· The· moderator was :giveri authority by, the ·qody to· appoinf the 
minister· to·. bring the :inii:oductory message at the 'first quarterly meet­
ing. Brothe,r. R G. Lane wa·s appointed: . . .. ' 

By· motion five dollars was set aside for services of the ,clerk. L/ 
Resolution number, one, two,. three :ind· four. ~ere· r~ad and accepted. 
Reports from. three ministers-. ,vcre ,read and accepted.".-

. By motion ,;e adjourned for. the preacl1ing hour,· 
Dismissed by, ~rather White. . . 

Eleven o•clock Ser~ice:~···, 
Came togethe~. by · singing. Brother' \Villi~ led, in .prayer, 
Elder Simpson brought a grand message on •.''Have Faith in God." 

Scripture - - Hebrew 2 :II. . ; . 
· The body was dismiss~d for the noon hour by B,rother ·Fi~lds. 

. . ' 
'Friday Aftern.oon. Session·. 

. . . , . 

Meeting came together by singing.; 
Brother Bud Johnson ~read the third chapter of Thessalonians. 
Brother Tom Fry led. in prayer. . :, , . 
The following committee reports were read and accepted : 

. Sunday School, Mission, Tempt;rance. Finance, Music, League arid 
Obituary. '. l' • . 

By request of the moderator each missionary society from the in­
dividual. churches· are to send in ;a, re11·ort of their years work to the 
association. The body adopted this' move. 

We had the pleasure of havi11g ,Eider Jim Smithey, -who attended 
this session of the association was present at the organization ohthe 
first Oklahoma Association fourty-two years ago whicli convenel at 
the .Adamson. School House in Cleveland. County. . .. 

By motion all ministers and clerks name~ and addresses ar,e to· be : 
in the next· minu~,. 
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· A vote of thanks was extended· fo the moderator arid assistant; also 
to the· clerk and assistant. 

· at 

Brother · Dearmore 'praye'd. 
By motion the moderator. appointed five delegates to represent u~ 

the State Association which convenes with the Wewoka Church. 
Sister j,famie Stevenson; 
llrof'iei Douglass \Villiams; 
Brother Lee Caskey;· 
Sister Alice Cl.irk; 
Sister Dolltc Clarida. 
The committee· on ', Devine Services reported that Brother · Land 

· will 'bring .the evening mess.age. 
' B~other. w. E. Dearmore presented Brother A. E.' fro\~·ns with his 

o~cEn:ition paper and the right hand of fellowship was extended hin~, . 
The 'Lord carrie on the scene and a good time was enjoyed by _all.. • ... · 
.. · Brother: Fleet· of the Church Cl~ God made a. goo'tl talk: . 

. Motion to . adjourn until the Fourty-third · ·session which \Vill ~cm-
v~ne in 1940. · · 

, Minutes of the association were read and . adopted, 
Dismissed by Brother Stevenson. · 

Vi.siting· Ministers 
· Ehler Jiin Smithey 

Elder I. \V. -Yandell·· 
Elder H. · .E. Staires 
Elder ·Lester Judd / · 
Elder Sadie Fincher 
Elder F. M. Wood 
Elder Herd ' 
Elder Dick Rogers ,.,;.~-

, Elder A. J. Gillim. 
Elde·r H. E: Deaver· 
Elder Bob ' 11:cCcird 
Elder Earline Haskin 
Elder •Geo~ge .McLain 
Elder Austin Deaton 
·Elder A. B. Masters 
Elder W: L: .Fleet · ·, 
Elder Clifford Kennedy . 

,..,.I,,· 
,. Okhho111a, City · 

,\sher ' 
· Drumright · 

Cushing· 
Drumright 
Ada·· 

. Tecumse·h 
Tecumseh ; : · 
Asher 

. '."; Shawne·c . 
. ~hawn·ee 

Stratford 
Ada 
Francis 
Shawnee' 

. Tecumseh 
Henryetta 

Committee . ~eports 

Resoh.ition 

Resolution· No.· 1-Be it resolved- that we meet .in our quarterly 
meeting on Friday morning at nine o'clock before each fifth Sunday. · · 

Which means-We 'will meet four:Jimes each year .. 
Signed· by the. Committee. 

Res~l~tion No. 2-Be. it ;esolved· that this' association elect a' ' 
committee of three who we _will accept• as authority on thc-interpretat- / · ~-----~ __ __.. --- ,.~---,~ 
ion of .our treaties. \. 

Signed by the Committee 
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Resolution No. 3-We recommend. to this body. the time of this 
association to meet be changed from Wednesday night befo~e the four­
the Sunday in September to Wed!l~sday before the second __ S~n~ay in 
August 1940 - - and each cons·ecutive year.- . · .. ; . . . . 
.. ·._r, .:·· _: · · · 1 · · Signed by the Committee 

· Resolution No. 4-Be it resolv~d that we . extend to tlie . Tecuni~eh 
church an·d. community our appreciation for their ho~pitality. . . . 
· Signed by the Committee 

Hom~/Mission 
·we th~ committee on home •,'ihission advise ea~h church in our 

as~ociati~n to have a home mission society and each individ;;al to' com~ 
ply ,vith :Hie scripture recorded iii: Matt. I 5 :16. By so:· doing·· we_._wm 
teach. by preceipt as by word ... Wr, know by sci doing that· both yourig 
:ind . old ·. will be encouraged• to ,t'ork' for the.. ca use of. Christ. ·. We 
kn~w•"\ha"tmany hearts. will 'bci :reached through' our·._-cfio'rts'.'of. tlie 
home mission workers. . •:' .. . ,., '-·· ' . . .· 

· ' Signed by ~he Committee 

L~ag~-e 
. W~ urge that each church star\ a lea~c if they haven't- one already. 

\Ve encourage our . young _people/ to attend. to the. advance cause of 
' Christ; We. deem it very advisable·:an I~ague officers ~nd: teachers -be· 

members 'of the church. . . ·. . . . . 
Signed by the Committee. 

Obituary 
We the committee Find 011ly one· death reported·-. - Th~t of 

. Sister Sangster of Earls6ciro, from the ni~c. 'churches repoitilig, ''·. 
: / Signed by the Committee'. 0 

Sunday School 
( We the Sunday School committee report that· each church repre­
sentedOiri our association has a Sunday school. \Ve recommerid··that all 
teacliers urge the pupils to··remai~"'.for.-church "services. We also, re­
commend that officers _and teachers of our ,Sunday. School.'be members. 
of Free Will Baptist· Church. ·we also· think it veri necestary:·.that 
our Sunday Scho111. use Free_ .. WiW Bapt!st liter:iture. . That.~11'..ip;ople . 
be invited to study the Devine · W oi-k with us. .· - · <·.-. .'. • ,, .. ' · · · 

. . ;.\ . . Sig~ed by . the Committee .. 

. -._:/·Music . , 
•We the committee ori ;musi~-think -that ~acre~\tni!sic is very :nec_es-

1ary- and helpful to the church; · We urge. that every church have as 
'much singing as possible in every; service. A singing school or-_at least 
choir practice is asked to be held· in every church, Sunday School; . and 
League. We think special numbers are-'very helpful. 

· · Signed by the Committee. 



7 FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

Finance 

We your committee ibeg leave to report the following: 
We find our churches have paid $1,987.21 for the support of the 

different churches in this association. 
l\!i,mte mon.ey received $24.69. 

Signed by the Committee. 

·Temperance 

,ve your committee on temperance submit the following: 
Temperance covers a broad field, and should b~ an . i~dividual 

subject and appeal to all true followers of Christ. It is one of th~ 
fundamental principles in forming .aJa shaping a true. Christian Char­
actor. It is the key to a successful life, both in church a~d ~tate. it is 
right in the sight of God to be te;~perate in all things. Intemperance 
or th~ use' ri( str~ng drinks· is wrecking the !i•:r.s :-rid horn!', of millions 
of-innocent women and children, and we as Christians shot1H nevi!r lose 
an opportunity of stressing the necessity of living temperate lives, and 

· by precept and example set a high .Oristian standard, that will . com-
mand the respect of the intemperate or· non-believer. Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is ragin, and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise. 

We as Christi.ans should demonstrate to 'the world the'·w·orth and 
merit of the church of. the living God' in lifting ·humanity . upon a 
hi~er plane of living, and all times condemn the legalizing by · Jaw 
the sale of intoxicating liquors. 

CHURCHES 
PASTOR 

_, ··' 

Spring . Hill 

,. 

ADDRESS 

Rev. M. M. McKee Soper, Okla. 

North View 

CLERKS ADDRESS 

J. W. Molde;- Lexington 

Rev. Arthur Clarida Tecumseh, Okla .. Billy Landsdo_,vn Tecumseh 
Tecumseh 

,,.,Tecums_eh, Okfa •. D~lla. Cluck Tecumseh 
New Bethlhan 
Rev. Vard Woods· Strafford, Okla .. Bertha Hughes Asher R.1 
Menniha ·. ·'. ., . 

. Rev. S .. R; Russell McCloud,. Okla> Monica Cambron McCloud . 
Earlsboro. : . 

',. Rev. 0. H. Stairs . · Eadsboro, Okii.I'.•Arch .Barrett 
Pleasant Hill 
Rev .. W. L. Waddle Lexington, Okla.Liiiian Argo 
Box , ··. ··.· 
1:{ev. W. A. Lan\l: '..·na~e, Okla. -: Ora' Roh,•rt• 
Wolf · . · · · · 
Rev. George Taylor. Snom·ac Pearl Taylor 

Earlsboro 

Moore 

Snomac 



CHURCHES 

Spring Hill 
North View 
Tecumseh 
New Bcthleham 
1fcnniha 
Ea,rlsboro 
Pleasant Hill 
Box 
Wolf 

l\IE:MBERS 

69 
18 
53 
73 
35 
45 
65 
50 
36 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CMURCH 

PAID 
PAID PASTORS EVANGLIST 

$125.00 
$ 16.65 $ 4.00 
$427.15 $ 5.72 
$ 78.10 $18.00 
$ 12.00 $12.00 
$660.00 
$ G0.00 $33.75 
$ 47.95 
$ 48.25 $65.00 

Church\ Covenant 

Having given· ourselves· to God• by· faith. in Christ. and• adopteii ·. the 
·word of God as our ·rule of faith and practice, we now ghre ourselves 
to •one •another ·by the· will of. G,od in this solemn covenant. 

\Ve promise ~y His grace to _lo~·c and obey Him in all things avoid 
the. appearance of evil, to abstain.from all sinful amusements and unholy 

, conformlty to the ·world; from,,: all · sanction of the· use and sale of 
i_ntoxicating- bever·ages, and ·to provide things· honest in the sight of 
all men. 

\Ve agree to accept Christian admonition and reproff with meek­
ness, and to watch over one ~nother in love, endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the 'Spirit, in the bond ·.of· peace, to careful of one another's 
happiµess ;md reputation, and s~ek to strengthen the weak, encourage 
the afflicted, admonish the erring, and ·as far as we are a•ble, promote 
the success of the church and the Gospel. \Ve will everywhere hold • 
Christian principles sacred and, Christian obligations and enterprises 
supreme; counting it our chief business in life to entend the. influence 
of Christ. in --society; consta1,1tly praying and toiling that the . kingdom 
of !God. may come, . and His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

\Ve agree faithfully to disch{}ge our obligations in reference to the 
study of the Scripture,· secret prayer, family . devotions, . social . worship: 
and by self denial, good works . endeavor to grow in grace ·and know­
ledge of our Lci'rd and Savior, Jes.us Christ. · We· will not forget the 
assembling of oursclv~s together. for church conference, public· worship 
and the ·observance• of the ordinance and support of' the church;. of its 
poor, and all its benevolent work: To this end we •agree to ·labor for 
the promotion of the· educational and· d~nominational enterprises, the 

. support of missions, the. success of Sunday School, . and cvangli,tic 
efforts for the salvation of souli.,_ and conversion of the world.· And .may 
the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless 'tlnto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 






