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'RULES OF ORDER i
1. At every sitting busmess shall be opened and concluded by
- prayer by the Moderator or whosoever he may request.

2. Ministers preseqt invited -to seat are allowed to take part in
debate on _all sube]cts and to vote. .

: " Those who speak shall arise and address the Moderator Per-
: sonal reflection shall be avmded in all”debates. -

4. ‘No motion shall be discussed without bemg seconded

5. When a motion has been made and seconded and a member'

Ce 'opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall put the question, “Shall
. it be discussed?” If _negative the questxon ‘shall be- dismisseed.

6. I any proposition “as motion under debate contains two or

more points, it shall be drvrded at the request of any” member and a
-vote taken. y

7. Motion made and" lost shall not be~recorded

. ‘8. “No one.shall speak more than twice on any sub]ect Wlthout
) specral leave of the Moderator. - )

9. ‘Al questmns shall be decided by a ma]orlty of the members )

present.

. 10. No member shall -absent himself. wrthout specxal leave of the
‘Moderator. N .

11. Minutes shall be lelsurely read and corrected before’ the closc

of the Association  if necessary:

12. In the future meetings of the Assoication, arrangements shall
be mode to insure two or mote sermons each day or other equivalent

devotional exercrses

13, . The Rules of Order shall be dlstmctly read from the chaxr
1mmed1ately after the orgamzatlon of the Association.

‘14, Alteration may be made in these rules at any: regular session .

of the Assoclatlon

ORDER OF BUSINESS

House called to order : Q e
Letters called for and adopted. S
Right hand of fellowship. _ N
Election of officers. . T
‘Reading of Rules of Order. :
Petitionary letters. .

" Invite visiting brethren to seat in councrl .
Appointment of committees. : o .
New business. :

10. Report. of committes.

11, stcellaneous busmess

eEomsppr




Proceedings R

. — of the —
THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION
» — of the — _

GAINES CREEK ASSOCIATION |

House called to order by Moderator, Rev. Drew Marchant. °

Opening  Song, “Over the Silent Sea”. Prayer by Rev. Norman

Cathey. ‘Bro. Boss Clark took charge of the devotional services,

after which Rev. Walter Boyd brought the -message, Text: Man
die and perish away, and where is he?. -Concluded by- Rev. Norman
Cathey. Dlsmxssed by Rev. W D nggms

N FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

House called to order by Moderator Singing by Chair. Prayer
by Rev. L. R. Crumb, -

Motion made and carried we e.nter inta conference to transact
any  business which might come before the body.  Moderator called
for letters from old churches and received as follows:

1. Plain View—Bro. Adam Henson, Bro. Hillard Mantooth,

Sister Jessie Mantooth, Pastor Rev. Jess Henson, Church Clerk, Sister -

- Keddie Blevins. .
2. Nale—Bro. W. T. White, Bro. Boss Clark, Sister Lona

Blevins, Pastor Rev. W. D. Higgins, Church Clerk, Sister Lela White. -

3. Elm Grove—Bro. John Popejoy, Bro. Joe Hairad, Sister
Grace Mefford, Pastor, Rev. ]ess Henson, Church Clerk, Sister Elsie
Anderson.

4, Spring Hill—Sister Cathey, Sister Joe Hobbs, Bro;, Brad-
“ford, Sister Sparks, Pastor, Rev. Cliffrod Myers, Church Clerk, Rev,
C. C. Cromwell.

«

5. Scipio—Sister Mary. Jones, Sister Georgie Medley, Slstet

Jim Gilstrap, Bro. Jim' Gilstrap, Sister Myrtle Nave, Sister Annie
Wilkerson, Sister Tillie Oliver, Pastor, Rev. J. E. Yandell, Church
Clerk, Sister Georgie Medley.
: 6. Pleasant Valley—-Bro Fred Templeton, Sister Lela Templef
ton, Sister Ona Smith, Pastor, Rev. J. E. Yandell, Church Clerk,
Sister Nettie Templeon .
) 7. Red Qak—Bro. George Bailey, Bro. Allen Williams, Pasor,
Rev. W. D, Higgins, Church Clerk, Sister Alta Williams.
- ‘\8 an—No report. o

Richville—No report.
~“10. Fairley—No report,

Motion made and carried we receive the letters as read omitting
the request’Red-Oak Church made we send them a pastor, and seat
the delegates. ~

Visiting ministers, deacons or delegates were mvxted and tecevxed
Rev. R. L. Crumb from Eureka Association.

The rlght hand of fellowship was ngen all delegates by Moderator




. _The Association now being organized the officers were elected
as follows:

Moderator, Rev. A. R. McCracken; Assistant Moderator, Rev.
W. D. Higgins; Cletk and Treasurer, Tillie Oliver; Assrstant Clerk,
Bro. John Smith,

The rules of order were then read by Moderator

Moton made .and carried we receive the rules of order as read

. and abide by them.

Moderator appointed a devotional committee, to-wit: Bro. Sam

. Clifton, Bro. W. T. White, Bro. John Smith.

.-

Letters from new_churches called for. None received.
The following ‘committees were then appointed:
-1, ~ Sabbath Schools—Stster Joe Hobbs, Sister Drew Marchant,

- Sister. Geogie Medley. .

Temperance—Rev. Clxﬂ'ord Myers, Bro. Hillard Mantooth Rev.

) Drew Marchant.

3. Quiery - and Request-—Rev Clarence Sanders, Bro. Boss

-Clark," Bro. Hillard Mantooth.

Ministers’ and Deacon’s’ Characters—Srster Grace Mefford, Bro.

Joe Hobbs, Bro. Boss Clark.
Motion made and carried we suspend busmess until 1 o'clock

_Friday afternoon.-

The business session was followed by srngmg Prayer by Rev.
Clifford Myers The. message was brought by Rev. L. R. Crumb.

Subject: “'Preach the Word.,” Concluded by Rev. Clarence” San>

ders. - Dismissed by Rev.- Jess . Henson.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON' SESSION :

House called to order by Moderator. Singing by choir. Prayer
by 1Bro "Ab Woods, Rev Chiford Myers read a chapter from the
Bible

Moderator proceeded thh apporntmg the committees: .

- 5.- Resolutions—Bro. Bradford, Rev. Norman Cathey, Bro.
George ‘Bailey.

6. Obltuanes—Slster Elsre Anderson, Slster Lona Halrod Bro.

. Anderson,

7. Bill of Arrangements—Rev Jess.” Henson, Bro, Alec Shrop'
shire, Bro Pink Hairod.

8. ;Fmance-—Rev Jess Henson, Bro Hillard Mantooth, Bro.
Ab Woods. -

9. Home  Mission—Rev. Norman Cathey, }Bro Joe Harrod
Bro W. T. White. ;

10. . Book and Pevxodrcals—Bro .Sam Clifton, Sister Myrtle
Nave, Bro Alf Williams.

“Motion made and carried, the Moderator or Assistant Moderator
explain how anything might be taken from or added to. the Minutes.

Interesting talks were given by Rev. Norman Cathey R&j Jess .

Henson, and Rev. W. D. Higgins. :
Motion made and carried we suspend business until 9 oclock
Saturday morning. Dismissed by Bro. Adam Henson. :

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION .
““House called to order by Moderaror. Snging by choir. Prayer

\71




by Rev Norman Cathey Rev. Jess Henson took charge of the de-
-votional services, Many wonderful testimonies were given. -Rev. L.
R. Crumb . brought ‘the message.” Subject: “What Then Shall 1.
Do7" Drsmrssed by Rev Drew Marchant Sl -

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

: : House called to order by Moderator. | Smgmg by choxr - Prayer
~. by Rev. Clarence: Sanders. . The :34th chapter of Psalm'was ‘read.

: Moderator “declared 'business . to begin. where left off.

Reports’ called for- and received as follows: - i

1. Report: on Sabbath- Schools—We your- Comrmttee on Sab*
bath Schools beg leave to report as follows: -We believe it the duty:

““of ‘each Church to obtain a Sabbath School. And let it .be under-* ..

stood we as Children of God recommend union as a base of all the.
people of God our: Father in: Heaven. . That we use Free Will Bap:":
© tist literature when possible and’we reunite with ‘our efforts to: keep
our’ children in Sunday School -That it be the .means of bringing
them to Chnst N
L emle Sister. Georgie Medley, Charrman :

Report on . Temperance—We your Committee beg leave -to- -

report as follows: ' We adopt last year's report. - Old report: ~Tem-
~perance implies that we be free from intoxicating drinks of any kind,

“that we use our efforts to' get rid of whiskey and its” makers, When
it occurs.in our ‘observation, by communicating -with' the enforcement
officers of our land. ~That we should not contract indecent-habits in '
.our divine services, such as some deceivers of our country are doing
to an excess, and thereby’ the. influence of the true gospel -is- weak-

 ened, =That we adhere-to temperance in the highest Bible sense- -
with all card’ parties, chcker games, Church swxmmmg pools, Sunday :

ball games of any kind.
. Rev. Drew Marchant Chaxrman :
3.~ Report on Querry and - Request—We your -Committee “on -
‘Querry and Request beg leave to report as follows: We think the
people of ‘this Association’ should express their gratefulness to - this -
community. - And: all. Christians should get into the work in the
future as they never have before. :
Be it resolved that we reword the Constitution which is Free Will
Baptist Church of Christ to Church of God (denommated) Free lel
Baptist.

our Association? (See report on resolutions.)
Bro. Adam Henson, Charrman

4. Report on Ministers’ and Deacon’s Characters:’ We your
committee on Mrmsters ‘and Deacon’s characters beg leave to report
as follows }J

«d all of our ministers in good-standing in our Assocxatlon, .
“and domg good work, so far as we know. We are glad to. make
‘tlus report and bid them God‘s speed. L ,
Bro. Boss Clark, Chairman.

5. Report on Resolutlons We-your. Committee on Resolutions

Question No. 1. How does a minister obtain membersh:p into N

beg leave to report as.follows: Resolution No. 1—Be it resolved _ -

that the Churches and Ministers srtxctly adhere to the rules ahd regf
ulations of this Association.
Resolutron ‘No. Z—Be it resolved that no mxmster shall become - -



i

a member of this Association until he becomes a member of some
church in good standing of this Association. -

Resolution No. 3—Resolved that this Association will not license
or ordain any person to the gospel ministry.who believes in Sanctifi-
c;;uon or the baptism of the Holy Ghost as a second definite work
of grace.

Resolution” No, .4—(New. resolutxons)—Be it resolved that each -

active or resident member of the different churches be taxed 10c
each per year as minutes funds. .- .

- Resolution. No. 5—Resolved that we appomt no one-on a com-
mittec - -except. Free 'Will Baptists. _ -,

Resolution No. 6—Be it resolved' that the. Assouatlon take out

of our minutes the request asking -the ministers to make a report to

the Assocxauon
Bro. George Bailey, Chairman.

Report on 'Obituaries—We your Committee on Obituaries beg
leave to report as follows:- We sorrow because -of the loss of our
dear Brothers -and Sisters in Christ. . We pray that the rihcest of
.. blessings test upon the broken hearts.” Red Oak Church—Bro. Brad-
shaw, age 60, Sister Sanderson, age 28. Pleasant Valley Church—
Sister Opal Smxth age 26.

Bro. Jack Anderson, Chaxrman

7. Report on Bill of Arrangements—We your Comxmttee on

Bills of Arrangements beg leave to report as follows: Be it resolved
that- we omit the- appointment of. a- Committee on Minister's and
Deacon’s Credentials ‘unless necessity demands.

Be it resolved that the doors of all Church property belonging
to the Free Will Baptist be open to all ministers in good standing
with the Assocation. Be it further resolved. that our young min-
isters' be ordained when they prove themselves. II Timothy. . - .

Taking into consideration circumstances, and seeing the necessity

" of a rule governing the ministers, be it further resolved that the

Association forbid its ministers, deacons, and lay members of the
several churches of the Association speaking disrespectfully of .one

_ another,~and any one found guilty of such conduct shall be liable to

charges and- dealt with as may be-deemed necessary.

Be it resolved that we recommend our ministers not to vary from'

the regular customs-of Free Will Baptists in_regard to receiving and

dlsrmssmg members.. Further more, Moderators of the Churches to:

-impress upon the Churches the great necesslty of observmg the: rules
of  the "Association.

Be it ‘further resolved - that any minister taking evangelxstxciv

work, it shall be the duty of each church in this Association to assist
him in the work, " The Association shall-empower the Moderator and
Clerk with the authority to furnish the evangelist thh recommenda-
tions, if he be found worthy.

Be it further resolved that we forbld any of ou 1mste;s to

preach Sanctification or Holiness as a second ‘work of grad eperate
and apart from regeneration or conversion.
‘Be it further resolved we ask that all our ministers close their
revivals and come to the Association, we need their help.
Rev. Jess Henson, Chairman.

. 8. Report on Pinance—We your Committee on Finance beg
leave to report as follows: We find ‘that each Church has pa:d the
sum for minutes opposite their names:




~ " of our doctrine, faith, and practice, and ‘urge our:members to use it

Red Oak :

1, e . ' x o
. 3. Scipio...... ' B lemeieniaeamrann 2,00,
4. Plain VIEW i ieeeicieeeeeioioe i iassessesesiasenns - 2,000 -
5. Blm Grove ..ol AR 0 B
«i~ 6, Spring Hill eeemenein: NIRRT £ 11
-1, Pleasant - Valley SRR | I
- Received by Collectwn eremeiaganienes 306
Brought- Forwatd from Last Year oo, e TU120
Total SRS : e nms_

" Bro. Ab Wood Chairman °

Report on Home M1551ons——We your, Commxttee on Home st'
sions beg leave to report as follows: We adopt last year's report— . .-
Old report—We believe. that we as the Church. of' God (denominat- -
ed) Free Will Baptist, should visit sick .and: afflicted, and care for’.~
them in time of need We beg that this Association take this up.

. .. Bro. Joe “Herrod, Chairman. -

10. Report on Books and Penodxcals—We your Comxmttee on:
Books and” Periodicals” beg leave ‘to report as follows—That we take
the Holy Bible to be used as our discipline. The only infallable-rule

as such. We recommend that our members take a Free Will' Baptist -
paper. . We urge that all obey the Church Covenant and never miss
a chance to speak a word for the Lord. :
. " Bro. Sam _Clifton,’ Chaxrman C o
Motion made and camed that we receive the reports and retain
the Committees, '
Spnng Hill asked that the Assocxatxon ordam Bro. Norman Cathey‘ :
as a minister, -
Moton made ‘and carried we suspend . business untxl 1:00. -
The- business. session <was followed by a short, intermission after -
which preaching services were conducted by Rev. Clifford "Myers. =
Text: - Revalations. 6:12, Dismissed. by Rev ]ess Henson

, SATURDAY AFI'ERNOON SESSION *
House called to order by Moderator. Smgmg by choxr Prayer
by Bro. W. T. White. Scripture reading by Rev. Clifford Myers.

Moderator declared business.toibegin where left off before noon.:

A committee was ‘appointed’to’examine the brother- to be: or-
daained. - (Bro. Norman Cathey.)—to-wit: Rev. Jess Henson, Rev,
Drew - Marchant; *Rev. Cliff. Myers. .

Report "o *finance received. (See report)

Motion: rfade and carried that we discharge the commitettes.

Report~on ‘ the.,Committee: of Ordination—We your Committee
on Ordination beg: leave to report as follows: " We find Bro. Norman

Cathey in: standlng
Chairman, Rev Clifford Myers.

e

Commxttee discharged. T

_Ordaining  Council consisted of three, namely: Bro. Chﬁ'ord ’

Myers, Bro. A. R. McCracken, Rev. Jess Henson.

- Scripture reading by Rev.- Clifford Myers.. - .

- " The Moderators;was given power to appoint .the followmg dele-
- gates: To the State Assocxatwn———Rev Drew Marchant Rev Chﬂ'ord



o Myers, and Slster Txlhe Ohver To Eureka Assoc1auon—-Snster Stuart .' -
-~ Rev..Norman-Cathey, Bro W. T. White." To Roberts McGee—Bro L
" " Alec ‘Shropshire, Bro. George Bailey. ’

The Moderator appvinted a new Committee on Bill. of Arrange’

. ments———to‘wﬂ: Bro Adam Henson, Bro W T thte, Bro John

-

.4

14, “:14. "Rev. §. A. Skinner .....

-Smith,
Th next sessmn 1 of this Assoqatxon wxll be held at Scxpxo Church,
: chxpxo Okla. ‘

The 5't}.1 Sunday were then: located lst——Red Oak 2nd—not

placed 3rd—Plain . View.  4th—Elm Grove.

Report "of new Committee- on -Bill" of Arrangements——We ‘ask

"that paragraph -No.-1 be erased from the 1935 report on Bill of Ar-

-rangements. . (See 1935 ‘Minutes.) . Request granted and Commlttee

o dxscharged

"Motion made and camed that we give the Clerk power to correct
any minor errors which mlght be m Mmutes, and mmutes stand ap-
-proved ‘as written,

Moderator gave a word of thanks to the people -of Nale for

their hospitality and kindness 'shown us during our. stay with them.

¢ Motion made and camed we - ad]ourn busmes session to meet

~next year at Scipio. .
Moderator, Bro. A. R. McCracken .
.Cletk "and "Treasurer, Tillie Oliver.

SATURDAY NIGHT SESSION

L House called to order by Rev. ]ess Henson. Singing by choir. -
. Prayer by Rev. W. D. Higgins. - Devotional services were conducted

by Rev,.Walter Boyd. The message was brought by Rev. ]ess Hen-
_son. Concluded by Rev. W. D. Higgins.

-~ 7 The ‘Memorial Service to be preached b§ Rev. Drew Marchant '
o Sunday Dismissed by Rev, Drew Marchant : :

-1 -
R OUR MINISTERS :
1. " Rev.. Clifford Myers ... 7 -...Scipio, Okla. -
2. Rev.Jess. Henson Haywood, Okla.
3, Rev. Clarence Sanders ...iiusisomsiceiiensinisimsineeiee.Canadian, Okla.’
4. Rev. Dfew Marchant ...l Canadxan, Okla.-
5. Rev. W. D. Higgins . eveeein : Crowder, Okla,
"6. Rev. Norman Cathey ....ccccoueieueec McAlester, ‘Okla,, \Route No. 1.
7." Rev. Willie Sanders ' rieensirer iz Canadian,, Okla,.
8. Rev. Tommie Roberts Canadian, Ckla.
- 9. Rev. Walter Boyd _ : “...Scipio, Okla,™
-10." Rev: George McLain — -...Scipio,” Okla.
11> Rev. Clyde Lewis ...... - ' “weeeine-Canadian, Okla,
.12. Rev. John Logan ... - ; Haywood, Okla.

13..‘Rey. A. R. Sparks ...

: Hartsh’brne, Okla.

...N. McAlester,"OHa., Route No. 1-




power ‘over ‘the:“churches, " reserving t
- any church becoming disorderly.

"+ ship.

-CONSTITUTION

From the long expe:ience, we, the members’ of .the. Free Will'
Baptist - Church of God, being regularly baptised upon a profession
of our faith in Jesus Christ, and being convinced of the necessity .of
a:combination of churches to  perpetuate’ a union and communion
among us and to preserve and maintain .a correspondence with each ~ -
other, do therefore ordain this 'constitution for. our - better - church

_government. il oo U B .
1. This, Association shall be _‘_qupased ‘of members chosen bym’: e

different churches in our union not’ exceeding -one délegate out of

- ten from each church and on producing letters shall be entitled to seats.

: 2. Letters from different churches are to express the number |
.in fellowship, the manner received by experience, letters of ‘recom- ..
mendation, the number dismissed, excluded, restored and those ‘who -

have died since the. Assodiation, =7 -

the Gaines Creek Association of -Free- Will Baptists, being composed .
for sundry churches in’ the.Gaines Creek Association—the ass'n having’
no power to lord it ovér"God’s heritage nor to have any ecclesiastical
) 4. 'The-Association to have a "Moderator, Clerk and Tiéasu:rer,‘
.whoare to be chosen by suffrage of the members présent.” = )
5. Newly constituted churches. may be admitted to the Associa- -
tion who are to petition by letter and delegates and if upon examina: -
tion they are found to be orthodox and orderly, they may be received
into the Association, the Moderator giving: the right hand of fellow-

. 6. No question from ‘any church shall come under the consider-
ation of the Association unless.it has first been discussed in its own®
church. . o ; - L :
7. Every motion made and'seconded. shall' come under the con-
sideration of the Association, except it' be withdrawn by the member .
who made-it. FRN o R .
8. - The Association is to endeavor to furnish the churches with
minutes of the Association in proportion to the number of members
in-each church, the distribution being at the discretion of the Associa
tion. o : ) o ' el
. 9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep-a regular file of
the minutes of the Association on a book to be kept by the Associa-
tion for this purpose. - : '

10.-- THe minutes of the Association shall be read and ‘corrected -

if needed, and signed by the Moderator .and Cletk before the close
f the Association. : - ] .

. U—Amendments to the Constitution may be made when neces-
sary-by a majority of the members present.

— Resolved, that we earnestly request all of our ministers and -
deacons and churches- composing this Association to co-operate with
each other and to assist in every way they can to help further the
gospel and that each church should help their pastor and if an
evangelist should wvisit any destitute place and organize churches.
that we urge upon the people to assist the Evangelist so he can go
and preach the word. . - ‘

3. The members thus chosen*and -convened to' be ‘denominiated .

he right of withdrawing from:." !




""" glory. . Romans *1:20, John' 1:17,"

 ARTICLES OF FAITH .
1. We believe in one trie ahd~liv-1'n.g.‘-.G6d,“Fa'ther, Son and -
Holy Ghost and these three are!one in divine. essefice,” power. and. -

1721,

)

' 2. We believe that the Scripture of the old and-‘leé}‘v}v Testa:

‘ment is the: word of God: and the only infallable rule .of - faith .and -
‘practice. | Second ‘Timothy :3:16;. Matt.- 5:18. ' L :

3. We believe “'that” God “created’ .man "good “and- gave him -

' f‘Ioly'Commandments»wher_eby‘he ‘should live holy but’ man volun--

tarily “disobeyed -the Commandments of God, "trangressed-the law -

" and fell under the just. condemnation ‘of the same, whereby all man-

‘kind are sinners, not by. constraint but:by choice, being" partakers of *
the sinful nature attained. by. the fall, and.that man is unable to save:

himself with his own: power, but we see Jesusfor the suffering of
death ‘crowned with glory,-that "He by the grace of God should taste

L death for every man. .Gen. 3:17, Heb. 2:9. .

-

‘4. We believ that Christ by His death; ",‘suﬂefihg and resur-

rection .purchased our pardon and -offered.itfreely “to all .mankind .-

upon: principles .of - repentance toward :God "and :faith. in‘ the Lord -

* - ‘Jesus Christ. .He now commands all men everywhere.to repent there- .

fore, He sayeth, “Look unto me and.be saved, all -ends of ‘the earth

for I am God and there is none else”. - Matt. 417, Isa; 45222, Acts™ "
20:20-21. e SR R L 2 Ml O8RS

5. We believe that adult persons must be: regenerated and born’

of -1the spirit of God!. Jonah 4:11, Mark :10;14. Deut. -1:39,

be faithmul to the end if they inherit eternal life; for blessed are they -

7. We believe that’all Christians must preserve in- grace and-

that 'do His Commandments that they may have the right to the -
tree of life ‘and. enter through the gates into the city. -Rev. 22:14,: -
Matt. 24:13, : i R [N
‘8. We believe that baptism by immersion is the apostolic mode; "
even the burial of a believer in water, and that’ Christ,- who is our "
life, showed his-humble example.to His children and bids us walk

“therein.” John 3:22, Romans 6:34-45, Matt. 28:19-20, Matt. 3:16.

© 9. We believ that God in His goodness displays His power '
of grace in great degree in calling ‘and qualifying. His servants by

“the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by the instruction of His word

to go forth and ‘proclaim life and salvation without price. - He. bids . .
us freely come and nothing ‘prevents the salvation. of any but their -
stubborn rebellion  and sinful refusal to come. I Cor. 12:13, Eph.

3:7, Rev. 22:17.. i L~

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord;é.‘éixﬁpef\ and washing

" “the Saint’s feet are divine ordinances and should be obzerved by .all

" .5:10.

His children. Mark 14:22-23, John 13:4-14, Ma.tt 28:19-20,L-Tim."

11. We believe that none have a right to baptism, only those

who have a living hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, and none have the
right to administer the same only those who have come under the
hands of the presbytery of elders, and each church ought to have a
pastor, deacons, and clerks chosen by the church, ought to have office
during the good pleasure of same in dealing with disorderly members,
reference should be had to the 18th chapter of Matthew and other




scnptures relative. to dealmg with dxsorderly members. In “all cases
a majority shall rule, except in receiving members, and then it must
be unanimous. - Titus 1:5, Acts 14:23, II Cor. 6:6

12, We believe it is the duty of each church to assemble them-‘

selves together once a month and that it is the duty of. the pastor
of the -church when sitting forth the Lord’s Supper and wash mg the

Saint’s feet to let a man “examine himself and 50 let him eat.™ I~

-Cor. 11:28, John 13:14,

13. We believe that the sanctification and Holmess is a Bible -

doctrine, ‘that immortality iss God dwelling in the light, 50 When this

corruptible shall have put on incorruption and this mortal *shall have = -

put on immortality then shall be brought to pass’ the sayingthat is -

written. “‘Death - swallowed up in' victory.,” - That it is our duty
to be tender and affectionate to one another and to study:the happi-

ness of the people of God in general and to be singly engaged to~

promote the honor and glory of God. Gal. 6:10, I John:2: 9.

14, We believe in the resurrecuon of the dead of both the just
and’ the unjust; the resurrection of the just to glory and immortality
in the presence of God;-the unjust to the -everlasting shame -and

banishment from the presence of God - Matt, 25 31, 1 Cor 15' 42-45. .

Thes, 1:10, Rev 20:12-13.

CHURCH COVENANT

Having been brought, ‘as we humbly trust, by divine grace tc
embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and having thus obtain-

ed justification by Faith in His name, - we, as’members of the. several -

churches that constitute Gaines Creek Association of Free Will Bap-
tists, adopt the following-as our' Church Covenant:

1. To watch over each other-in love, to pray for each other -

as members of a common faith ever striving to keep the umty of
spirit in the bonds of peace.
2. We will not speak evil of each other nor will we persecute

or eprse the faults of the weak members of our church; but will .

endeavor to be governed by Paul's instruction to Timothy, “That we
will approve, rebuke and exhort” each other as members of a com-
mon brotherhood. - ,

3. We are commanded to do good unto all ‘men," especml]y to
those who are of the household of faith. But we should- remember
that our relations.to each other are closer and ‘the obligations more
“binding than that of a common bond ‘of Christian Charity. In adopt-
ing this Covenant, we became as a family and assume in.a Christian

sense the care and responsibility that the members of a family should

feel for each other.

A4 We wdl attend the stated meetings of our chureh unless we

are nmvsuentlally hindered,” or uncontrolllable . circumstances prevent

And we will contribute of our means as the Lord has prospered
“Us for the support of our pastor and other necessary expenses of our
church Ancf we will prefer the service of our own church to that

- of any other and will pray for our pastor while he is preaching the

word of God to us.

5. We will not injure our influence in the house of the Lord
by occupying seats among the ungodly and sinners; but will occupy
seats near the pulpit and use the. naturel powers which- the Lord has

-

. v




' ngen us to praise His holy name: We w111 smg w1th those who smg :

- and pray with those who pray.

“6. We will not be guilty of the sin of Sabbath breakmg by .

makmg visits to our neighbors, which is. 2 ‘double sin against the
law of God for in so doing we fail to attend the house of the Lord
and hinder those who might wish to do so. Let us remémber the
law of Moses which condemns Sabbath breaking; -and " the Yvords
the inspired apostle which says, “Forsake not the assembling "of your-
self together as in the manner of some is.’

7.. We. will not neglect secret and public prayers and those of A_ :

;ﬁs who are heads of families will strive to dedicate our household to

the service of God by teaching our children the great necessity of the-

Christian religion as the only hope of happiness after death. We will
adopt the covenant- of Joshua, the servant of the Lord, and say,
'—“But as for me and my house, we w111 serve the Lord.”

LETTER OF DISMISSAL .

- . This is to, certlfy t}mf : e isa

member in good standir_xg ~of ‘the Free. Will Baptist Church - of.:

Christ at.... ceeeane, : 3 , and as such

-_weui:rc‘:cvtr)x;mie‘nd him’ (ort;:her)v to the fellowshipvj of Go_d’s. people, ©

" and is.dismissed from us- when united with another church. .

" Done in Church conference this day of....

, 19

- -'FORM OF CHURCH CONFERENCE
- 1—Call 'Church Conference. -
. 2—Call for peace of Church. : Tl : ,
+ - -3—Call for visiting brethren to seats 1'n”C<‘)ur'1ciI.:X '
vA4—Readmg of minutes of -previous meetmg )
. S—Unﬁnshed Busmess
6—New Busmess
7—Are any sick or in distress?

8—What has been done for the support of the Ivﬁmstry and
other incidental expenses"

Pastor y Cletk - -

S~




o B-y denfeéeion of Faith

CHURCH LETTER

Post Office

Date.

We, the Church of God: (denomlnated) Free W111 Baptxsts WoOr- .

. shlpmg af

, met in Conference

and elected the following delegates to . represent us in the Games - ,-ﬂ

Creek Assocxatlon when convened Wlfh

whom we pray you to seat to aid in all your dehberatlons, to-wit:= 7

" State of Rehglon

Sunday School

. Przryer Meeting . :

Meeting Days

We paid our Pastor, Rev..

- Called Rev.

olas our!

pastor for the ensuing year.

. Ordained. as Deacons

: Resident Mernbers

Non-Resident Members ..

__Total Membership

Received into the ‘Church .

De:ths A -

We&i}sﬂﬁﬁ'fhe next session

Fifth Sunday meeting. ‘

- — We ask for the next session of the..

Association. We send

- Rey.

Minute money.-

N Moderator.

Church 'Clerl&









