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RULES OF ORDER :

1. At every sxttrng busmess shall be opened and. concluded by
prayer by the Moderator or, whoever(he may ‘request, ;7.

-2, That all ministers and. their. wives, Deacons. and their wwes,
church .clerk -and. assocxatlon clerk and Treasurer be as. standrng
delegates. . :

3. Those who speak shall nse and address the Moderator
Personal reflection shall be avoided in all debates.

4. No motion shall be discussed without being seconded
: 5. When a motion; has been made.and seconded and a mem-
ber opposes - its drscussron, the Moderator shall put the’ question,
“Shall it be discussed?” If nagatxve the question shall be dismissed.

6. If. any proposrtron as ‘motion” under debate contains two or

rnore pomts, it 'shall ' be drvrded at the request of any member
and a’vote taken. )A- s
A Motron made and lost shall ‘not be recorded

'snecxal leave of the Moderator. Sl

9. All; questions shall ibe - decided : by a malonty of the mem- ‘
"*bers present. RO S L 8 ST

10. No member shall absent hrmself wrth ut specral leave of
the Moderator; ..;7 .1
©11. Minutes shall be lersurely read and corrected “before the
close of the -Association if necessary,

12, In the. future meetings of the Assocxatron arrangernent
shall “be’ made #o -insure ‘two -or- more: sermons each day or other
equxvalent devotional* exerclcses”w LS i

“13. The Rules'of Ordér’ shall be" drstrnctly read from the charr
yrmmedrately ‘after’ the organrzatron ‘of* the Assocratron_.‘-',‘;
+'14." Alteration - may be madq
of the Assocratron

Letters called for and adopted
Right hand of fe110wsh1p -
" Election -of officers..: - St SR
¢ Reading - of Rules" of Order A -; TS N
. 'Petitionary letters. G- i
~Invite visiting brethren to seat in councilj L
- Appointment of commxttees PR ,
© New. business. . - ;¢ 7. 0 Lt . T
Report of committees. T
. ..:Miscellaneous - business.

1.
2.
3.
14,
's“

S0 ™ o

bt b IS B
bt

e

'8 No one shall’ speaL ‘more: than twrce on any sub)ect w1thout :

House called to order ‘::’:j'\’ N
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* PROCEEDINGS o

"The Forty-mnth 'Annual Session ‘of the’ Gaines, Creek Associa-
tion met at the new Camp Ground docated 1% miles West ‘of Tan-
niehill School’ on- Thursday Night: before’the 3rd Sunday. in August,
1960. Due to ‘the‘revival being ‘held by:Bro. 'Waldo Young, Bro.
Leonard Crowder and Bro. Wade Iermgan, xthe Thursday nght
service " was tumed to the Evangelrsts. : ‘

o ) ;

‘ Thursday nght-—-i “eiilr Lo ;

Openmg song 'No. 101 “erl Work Trll ]esus Comes, Prayer
by Brother Jake  Jernigen | from “Hillcrest,'Church’ of . McAlester

) Rev Omer Iones led a very msprratmnal testrmony service, ©

 Some special’ songs were sung by Bro. Waldo Young, Bro. Wade
Jernigen, Bro. Leonard Crowder and Bro. Clyde Cain. “Every. Hour
and Every D y”? and “My Lord Grows More Precious. To’ Me.”
A Bass solo.* When “God " Dips "His' Pen “of ‘Love In‘My Heart”
‘was ‘sung ‘by ‘Bro.’ Clyde Cain’ and accompamed at the prano by
: Srster Leta Cain.
""" “Rev.: Wade Jernigen réad- Psalms ’102 1-:2 as-a scrrpture lesson
Hrs text “A Sinner Like a Pelican Out of Place " e
“Invitation: song, : FJust *As ‘I Am.” 2 i Y
A specral Uruted Prayer and drsmrssed by Bro Brll Lee

_Fnday Mornmg Sessron—‘_,

i

' House called to_order by the Moderator Bro Harry Lee Open-
mg song No. 154 “Leaning on the Everlasting. Arms.” . Rev..].. M.
Snowder. read: the, 8th ,Chapter of ; Romans . for the Devotional.
Prayer by Rev.. J[immy, Nichols. .Congregational ‘song .No. :160 “Love
Lifted Me.” Letters called for and’ tead. Motion made an_dcarried
that “‘we accept the'letters as ‘read 'and’ seat ‘the’ delegatcs No 1190
“How Firm a Foundation” was sung and the delegates” were given
the right hand of Fellowship and seated.
. Motion made and: cairied!:that: the :Moderator be given the
authority to elect the Devotional Commrttec Srs Botts, Sis. 0pal
Hickman and Sis. Helen K1rl< R R R T

.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS—

Moderator Nomrnatrons—Bro Clyde Cam Bro ChE ‘Myers
- and Bro. Jimmy Nicholes. Motion: made ‘and ‘carried - nominations
. cease. Rev, Jimmy Nichols elected as Moderator. , Motion made and
carried that second.highest be Assistant, Moderator. Bro, ‘Clyde.Cain,
Asst. Moderator.” Motion made ‘and 'carried “that we retain Lela -
White as Clerk. Motion made-and ' carried ‘that we ‘retain .Sis.' Patsy
Huff as Assistant Clerk. Rules of Order were read by Rev Harry Lee.

Letters called for as follows: /' v
Eufaula—Sis. Patsy Huff, Sis. Eulén¢ Davrs Srs Bessre Taylor

1;1




Alternates—Bro. Harmon* Davrs, Bro. -G. W. ' Gauf-'andSis." Ada
Gauf. McAlester 1st' Church—Sis. Glenda ‘Blevins, Sis; Opal Duren
and Sis. Helen Kirk. ‘Alternates—Sis.:: Sandra" Folsom 'Sis Nancy
Odle and" Bro.” Emest: Collier. Lone Grove—Bro. Buster Stacy,
Sis.’ Bessie* Crandall -and Sis.: Mollie: ‘Myers. Tanniehill— ‘Sis.* Peggy
Cosgrove, Sis;' Elaine Cosgrove andSis, Lela: Cosgrove. - Fellowship—
Sis. Avis Newton, Sis. Mary Springer ‘and ‘Bro. -Joe: Zummer. Lone
Oak—Sis. - Glenda Brown, Bro. and . Sis. Harrison. Botts. Alternates
Bro. and Sis. Freddy Clifton and Sis. Mary Cox .Nale—Bro. Thomas -
Carmon, - Bro.sAlf Rodden. and. Sis, Jessie , Cathey. . Alternates—
Bro. and Sis. Buddy Johnson. Crowder—Sis. ‘Allic Mae “Davidson,
Sis.:Mary Vaught:and Sis. Julia Kitby. . . :

Visiting Bretheren twere recogmzed by ‘Moderator “Those pre-
sent were Rev. Leonard Crowder, . Fort Smith; Rev.Waldo Young,
Bristow, Okla.; Bro. and Sis. Rance’ Dav1dson, Talft Calif. ’ .

Received - from each church for. Mmutes .. ‘Minutes.” . . State
McAlester First Church EEE— : _.$10.00 __.__.-$5.00
Fellowshxp - el 210.00 = 5.00
Nale:+ et izl 100000 5.00
Tanniehill ’ . : - 10.00 . © 5.00
Lone Oak . e 10,00 . '5.00
+. Lone Grove i P 2°10.00 * 5.00
Eufaula B ;: 22110007 5.00
Crowder il - e 710,00 5.00

 $80.00 _-__-$40.00
Devotional lCommxttee reports that Rev CHlff Myers take

charge of the Testimony Service: and . Rev.. Leonard Crowder of

Ft;:Smith, Ark.; deliver the 11: 00 ‘o’clock . _message.

‘Motion made and camed that we: dxsmrss the'busxness ses-
sion until 1:00 o’clock. o i
House called : to? order by Moderator Congregatlonal singing

No..122 “Tiss So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”. Trio. Rev. Waldo

Young, - Rev, Clyde Cain, and, Rev Leonard Crowder sang ‘Maybe
It's You and Maybe It's Me” with . ‘Rev.: Waldo Young at the
Pnano ‘Duet by Rev. Leonard Crowder and Rev. Waldo Young
“Then.T'll. Sett]e Down ” Rev Clef Myers led a very spmtual testi-
‘mony _service. ‘ ik

‘Rev.. Myers requested that the noon hour be extended untxl

«l 30 o'clock and request:was granted.’.

é Rev ] M. Snowder Ted. the congregatron in’ smglng “Amazmg
race.’

Scripture reading Proverbs 29 18 and Acts: 9-11! Text—“The
Same Jesus.” Rev. Crowder delivered'a wonderful message: which
was_enjoyed by all. Song No. 115, Oh How 1 Love Jesus”, was
sung_ with- anold - time had shake, - Dismissed: by Rev. Waldo
Young for the noon hour: The noon’ hour was emoyed by all. Song

. No. 69 “Take’ the Name of :Jesus 'With You.” Rev. Walter Boyd
read the’ 15th- Chapter of 1st Connt}nans for Devo’uonal Prayer
-by Rev. Harry Lee.

- Permission “granted ‘the" Moderator and < Asst. - Moderator to
—_—3




mohon ‘ ’

appomt the . committees. They were as:follows: -~ ... ...

- Resohition=—Bro. - Walter :Boyd, - Sis.- Baker and Srs ]ones
Sunday School—Sis. ‘Imogene Lee,  Sis. Opal Hickman: and Bro
Stacy. - Lieague—Sis. - Patsy -Huff, - - Sis. - Lela -Cosgrove . and . S
Helen Kirk.- Obituary—Sis.. Mollie ‘Myers, Bro. Thomas Carrnon,
Bro. - Clarence - Baker, .Sis.. Nancy. Odle,- Bro Harnson (Botts, SlS
Avrs ‘Newton,- Sis.- Allie. Mae Davrdson i
“Nale Delegates arrrved and were grven the rxght hand of fel-
lowshrp
' Temperance——Bro Clrff Myers, Bro ]' M. Snowder and Bro
Bud Gry." '+ -©

Exammg—Bro Clyde Cam, Bro Brlly Whlte and Bto Chﬂ'
Myers :

Quer and request——Srs Alta Iones, SIS Addle Lea Iones and
SlS ‘Glenda " Brown. ~
.. Finance—Bro. Bud- Gray,’ Sis. Cosgrove and SlS Jesse Cathey
o Executlve—Nom Bro ]lmmy /Nrchols, ‘Bro. -Omier Iones and
Bro Springeér.

Moton \made and- carrred that nomrnatrons cease. Bro Nrchols
elected .

Executrve Commrttee-—-— L
Rev,; Jimmy Nxchols-_-----S years. - - SRR
“Rev., Clyde Cain.....4 years. T

-~Rev.;R."A. Venab 1e..;---3 years
i Bro. Frms "Hickman
¥ 0 7“Rev. Hamy-Lee . 17 EREI
o Electron of General " Board Member B

Nominations—Bro.. Harry ‘Lee, ‘Bro.” ' Omer’ ]ones and ‘Bro.
Clyde Cain.’ Bro. Clyde Cain elected as: ‘General Board Member

Resolution' part .3 tabled until later. S

~:Voted .to have preachmg service this: aEternoon b

Motxon made and- carried’ that ;all commrttees be drsmlssed ‘
for a short time.; Motion ‘made and’carried ‘that we have lS—mmute :
recess Dismissed by ‘Bro.’ Clyde ‘Cain.' .~ /.

House called to order by, Moderator Prayer by Bro Chﬁ Myers

" Motion made carried” that we ‘pay each - evangehst '$10.00 a
night -whether one'or .more.. Motion made and carried” that we
elect ‘two Ministers to hold’.our association’ revival,’ Nominations
were Rev, Leonard 'Crowder and ' Rey.. Clay" chhely ‘Motion’ made
that nominations cease "Motion ‘made and carned that' we table the

. PN e . - . .
\;;\e coin s Ten TRTLOT LS

ol aMotlon made and carrred that we t .each part of the reso-
Jution’ ‘Teport". separately. Motion.. made and .carried . that .we accept
‘part’ oneas read. Partone=Be. it :resolved - that: the Clerk read

‘the minutes ‘of - the last -meeting at the «begrnnrng of ‘each quarteny

and yearly meetings, e

o MOthIl made and ; carried, that we. accept part no 12 as read

-—4— '



Part 2-——Be it -resolved  that all quarterly meetings ‘be: placed: at the

yearly association so that they might be placed in the minutes.
Motion ‘made ‘and carried that™ Part '3 be _accepted: as read

Part 3—Be it resolved that we discontinue election of officers

. at-cach setting and the ones, elected at ‘the annual assocratron

.serve at each.” session throughout the year.

“Part .-4—Be it resolved that the ofﬁrce of the assmtant Clerk

* and Treas. be combined.

v

:Saturday Mornmg Sessnon— o

. Motion made :and carrred that part No 5 be- accepted as
read. Part 5—Be it resolved that the treasurer - be ‘requested to
present -a_full report to each settmg of 'the assocratron erther in
person or in_a written report .
~,  Motion made and carried. that part ‘of No. 6 be accepted as
read. Part 6—Be it resolved that the election- of officers be held at
the close of the association instead of at the first. .

‘{ Vote carried -that we: have lunch Saturday at noon.

‘Minutes of last quarterly meeting were read and approved

 Motion made and: carried- that we' dismiss the business session
untrl 10:00. o’clock . Sat. mormg Dlsmrssed by Rev Walter Boyd

AFRIDAY NIGHT SESSION— e ‘, a

Congregatronal singing. Specral smglng by quartet—“Id ere
to Settle- Down” " and: “I.:Could . Not ~Find:: The: Way -‘Alone.”
Scripture reading—]John: 14.. Invitation given-'and .two came forward
and accepted. Christ. "Which we -are very: thankful., Rev. Ernest
Kennedy was. rntroduced hy Rev Clyde Carn and; made an, mter
estmg talk. ;;,...,j,, : ) .

House called to order by the Moderator Openmg song by.
the.-congregation. led by" Rev. J. M. Snowder with. Rev. Waldo

Young at the piano, Prayer by Bro: Alf Rodden. Rev: Omer Jones
read - the - devotional  5th- Chap. St Matt and conducted a very

)msplratlonal testimonial service,

- Report of devotronal commrttee—Rev Omer Iones is to bnng

'the 11:00 message.:

Rev. Leonard Crowder and Rcv CIay Rlchey were selected
to hold Association revival in 1961,

Sunday School—Motion made and carried that: we - accept

‘the report ‘as read and dismiss the committee. Report as' follows.
Each. Church 'to "have a training program for -their teachers and

ofﬁcers Suggestion—One meeting: a month to. discuss' lessons dur-

* ing the month and make plans to increase membershrp and mterest

‘in Sunday School:

‘Report of League Commrttee—Motron made and carried that

‘we accept ' the ‘report as ‘read ‘and dismiss, the committee. Report
.réad—We your League Committee beg leave to report as_follows—
‘At present there are 5 Churches in" our Assocratron whrch have
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active: Leagues We wrsh to urge all Churches to encourage League
participation to all your Church members. Present League Officers
ia\rIe Il’res, Ernest Colher che Pres, Paul Lee Sec. .and. Treas.,
‘Nyta. g

Report of Temperance Commrttee——Motron made and carned
that the report be accepted -and dismiss the committee. ' We your
Temperance committee beg' leave. to ‘report that we as an Assn,; a’
Church or a member discourage the legal sale of all 1ntox1catmg
dirnks in our-great state of Okla,, also ‘temperate in all thlngs that
are contrary to God’s will.

Report of the Obituary Commrttee—Motron made and carrred
that we accept the report as read and dismiss the committee, We
the ‘Obituary Committee beg leave to-report we sorrow ‘the loss of
our’ beloved Slster Elizabeth-Duvall of the Nale Church. We miss
our loved ones in our midst but our loss is Heavens gain, Congregation
SCtIOOddm a moment ‘of srlent prayer followed by prayer by Rev.

rowder.” & Loy ;

Motion: made and carrred that we abollsh part - 3 in the 1959
resolution: being—Be it resolved that we place each quarterly meeting
at each setting. Motion made and carried. that we accept the report
as read, Motion made and carried that we place the ‘lst quarterly
meeting at Lone Oak which will be in Oct.Nale—2nd . quaretly
meeting in Jan.: Lone: Grove—3rd quarterly ; meetmg 1n Apn'l Mc-
Alester 1st Church 4th' quarterly meeting ‘in July. L

- Nomination for’ ‘Ministers " to preach the 1ntroductory sermon
at the Ist quarterly ‘meeting.’ Rev. Jimmy Nickols:and  Rev. Jess
Henson. Motion made and carried that nominations cease. Rev.
Jimmy Nickols elected to bring the message. with Rev. Hensen asst.

‘ Motion ‘made and carried that our Assocratron Revrval begrn
‘on the 2nd ‘Monday  night in  August. :

© " Motion madé and- carried that we: ad]ourn the busmess session’

until 1:00. Dismissed’ by Rev. Venable..

" Song service was opened by srngrng Blessed Assurance and
“Heavenly Sunlight.” Prayer by Sis. Stacy. Rev. Omer_Jones read
for -the Scripture-reading Ezekiel 3 17-19.. Prayer by Rev. Jones.
Rev. Jones took his text from Luke 4:1-4. He delivered a wonderful
message. .Dismissed for noon by Rev Clrff Myers T )

a -Sa’rurday Afternoon— -

T Revi]. M. Snowder Jed’ the congr egation _in “‘I’m in- the
-Gloryland ‘Way.” Rev. Jess: Hensen read '1 th chapter St.. Iohn for
devotional.: Prayer by Rev. Snowder.’ ,
Motion made ‘and carried that we accept ‘the . report on
- Querry -and ' Request. We_ your Querry and Request Committee
1equest the: examining committee to. examine each Minister'’s cre-
-dentials:in_our Association' and make.a report at our next quarterly
-meeting -and -that -each Minister hereafter ‘before coming into " our
Assn. go before the ICredentials Board for examination of credentials.

—6—




Flnance report read and approved—.

" Report of qunes Creek Assn of FWB frorn ]une 1959 to
]une 1960." - -

On Hand .. $ 162.18 Paid to Co—op Plan — $532 57
Received e = 150047 Youth Camp ... 176.50
Total .. 31662.65 Other Expense ... 396.97
Total : $1106.04
- Received $1162.65 .
Paid Out ... 110604 =
In’Treasury _______ S ~$ 556.61°

Nommahon of Credenhal Board— -
. Bro. Eldred Moore—5 yrs.; Bro O’Malley—4 yrs, Bro. Boss
Clark—3 yrs.; Bro. Omer Jones—2 yrs.; and Bro. Clyde Cain—1 yr.
" "Motion ‘made and camed that nommatxons cease and we elect

by acclamation, -
-+ Motion made and carned that these .men serve the years - as

" nominated.-

Motion made - and camed that we . retam the present Youth
».Camp Comm. giving Eufaula ‘the right to replace Bro. Owen

Huff. Rev. Walter® Boyd resigned and motxon made and carrred

that Bro. Boss Clark replace Rev. Boyd.

Motion made and carried that the Clerk be granted the author-
ity to have 225 Minutes pnnted

Elechon of Off‘cers for I96I— -

- Nominition ' for ‘Moderator—Rev, - Ilmmy Nrchols and Rev
]ess ‘Hensen. Motion- made 'and- carried - nominations cease. Rev.
immy " Nichols ' elected. Motion made :and carried that Rev. Jess
ensen be elected” as’ Assistant Moderator. Nomination for Clerk—
Lela White and Sis. Imogene Lee. Sis. Lela White elected. Nomin-
ation -for Assistant Clerk, Sis. Imogene Lee. Nomination for Treas.
—Sis. ‘Lela ‘White. Motion made and 2nd that Lela White be
retained as Treas,'Motion made. and carried that we amend the
mOthIl and combine the office of Clerk and Treasurer

Si'a’re Delegafes— o o Lt
- Sis. Leta Cain, McAIester Fn'st Church Sis. Addle Lee ]Ones,

Lone Oak; Sis. Alta Jones, Eufaula; -Sis. Lela ‘White, Crowder; -

Bro. Thomas Carman, Nale; Bro. Buster Stacy, Lone Grove Bro.
O’Malley, Tanmehxll - Sis: Mary Zummer fFellowshrp _

‘\Mmlsfers Names and Addresses— &

“*Rev. Omer Jones /... — Eufaula, Oklahoma
Rev. Jess Henson’ ........'_,.___;.; ..... Star Route Haywood, Okla.
- Rev. Cliff Myers ... : Sm io, Oklahoma
‘Rev. Clyde Cam = 336 West Grand, McAlester, Oklahoma

- -Rev. Harry Lee. . ;--.-.,_.-u ...... . -Star. Rt Haywood ‘Oklahoma




Rev. R. A, Venable ..o ... Canadian, Oklahoma

- Rev. L. P. King ... 226 W. Kiowa, MeAlester, Oklahoma
Rev. J. M. Sn0wder —_ 302 W. Polk McAlester, QOklahoma

" r.Rev. Walter-Boyd ... . Russell Apt., McAlester, Oklahoma
~.;;;Rev Irmmy Nichol§ .. . ‘Box 381 Eufuala Oklahoma
- Rev. S.'].. Zummer e Box 1181 No McAlester, Oklahoma-
Vrsn‘mg Mlmsfers— S .
Rev. Leonard Crowder _._._. Ft. Smith, Arkansas

- Rev, Waldo.Young ... -Bristow, Oklahoma

Rev Wade Jernigen et NOrman 'Oklahoma

Motion made and carried that we ad)ourn until 1961 Drsmrssed

~ by Rev. Omer ]ones

Remarks—-"

“We the Executrve Board met Aug 19th and voted to have
the next session of the Association at the Camp Grounds. The
Board met’ and. licensed . Bro. Albert -Jerrett: to preach for 1 year.
We sorrow the loss of Sister Myrtle Smith, May God Bless the
Bereaved. . .

: . Rev ]1mmy Nlchols, Moderator -
Ce .. Lela White, Clerk

CONSTITUTION

From the long expenence we, the members of the Free will
Baptlst Church of God, being regu]arly baptized ‘upon’a professron
of our:faith in. Jesus Chrrst and - being convinced of :the necessity
of ‘a combination - of churches “to. perpetuate a: union - and ' com-
munion ‘among us and- to preserve. and ‘maintain a correspondence
with each other, do: therefore ordam thls constrtutron for our better.
church govemment :

+This* Assocratron shall be composed of mernbers chosen

by dlfferent churches in- our ‘union not" exceeding - one . delegate

out of ten from each church and on producmg letters shall be
entitled to séats. s

2. Letters from dlfferent churches are to express. the number

in fellowship, the manner received by experience, letters of recom-

mendation, “the number ‘dismissed, excluded restored and those who

.have died since the- Association -

3. The members thus chosen and convened to be denommated
the .Gaines Creck “Association of Free Will Baptists being ‘com-
posed for ‘sundry churches in the Gaines Creek Association—
the ass'n.. having no power to lord it over God’s heritage nor to

‘havé any ecclesiastical power over the churches, reserving the right

of wrthdrawmg from any ‘church becoming disorderly. .
‘4. The 'Association to have.a -Moderator, :Clerk and Treas-

"'urer, who-are to be chosen by suffrage of the members present

"5, 'Newly " constituted *churches ‘may- be admitted to the As-

S




socratron who are :to: petition - bb letter and delegates and - if upon
examination they are found to be orthodox and orderly,-.they may
be received into the Assocratron, the Moderator giving the right
hand : of - fellowship. . ~

6. No question . from any church shall come under the con-
sideration - of the ‘Association unless 1t has ﬁrst been drscussed rn
its -own church .

7. " Every ‘motion’ made and: seconded shall come" under the
consideration of the Association, except iit be withdrawn by the
member ‘'who made it.

. 8. The Association is to endeavor to furnrsh the churches
with minutes of the Association in' proportion to the number of
members. of ‘each church, the drstrxbutron being at the discretion of
the Association.

+ 9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular flle
of -the minutes of the Association on a book to be kept by the
Association for this purpose.. .= .

10, The minutes -of the: Assocratlon shall be read and cor-
rected if needed, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the
close of the Association.

11. Amendments to the Constrtutron may be made when
necessary by a majority of the members present.

" Resolved; that we .earnestly request: all of ‘our mlmsters and
deacons ‘and churches composmg this Association to co-operate with
each. other and ‘to “assist in every way “they can to help further
the gospel ‘and that" each' church should ‘Help their pastor_and -if
an evangelist should visit any destitute place and organize churches
that we urge upon:the people to assist the Evangehst s0 he can
go and preach the word

CHURCH CQ\/ENANT

Havmg been. brought, ‘as we* humbly trust, by d1v1ne grace to
embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as’our Saviour, and ‘having thus ob-
tained 1ust1frcatron by Faith:in His  names, we, as- members of - ‘the
several churcheés that constitute Gaines ‘Creek Association -of Free
W111 Baptrsts, adopt the following as our Church' Covenant:

e To_ watch over. each other ‘in love, to pray for each other
as members of a.common faith ever striving to keep the unity of spirit
in:the bonds of peace.. - . . . ...

2. We will not speaL evil of each other nor will we persecute
or_expose..the faults of the weak members of our church; but will
endeavor, to” be. governed ‘by. Paul’s instruction’ to Trmothy, “That
we will reprove, rebuke and exhort” ‘each other as members of a
common brotherhood. 2 Timothy.4:12.

:3. We are- commanded to do good unto all men, . especially
to those who are. of the household of faith. But we should remem-
ber that our relations to each other are closer and the obligations
more binding - than that of. a'common bond of Christian Charity.




In adopting this Covenant, we became as:a. family and assume in
a ‘Christian sense the care and: responsrbrhty that the members of
a family:should feel. for -each- other. o

4. We will attend the stated meetmgs of our church unless
we are providentially hindered, or. uncontrollable circumstances pre-
vent us. And we will contribute of .our. means as the Lord has _pros-
pered us for the support of our pastor and other necessary expenses
of our‘church. And we will. prefer: the service of our own-church to
that of any other and will pray for our “pastor whrle ‘he is. preachmg
the word of God to us

. -5.. . We will not injure our mﬂuence in the house of the Lord
by occupying seats among the ungodly.and sinners; but will occupy
seats near the pulpit and use the natural powers | ‘which' the Lord
has given us to praise His holy name., We ‘will sing wrth those ‘who
sing and_pray with those -who..pray.

6. We will not be guilty of the sin of Sabbath breakmg by,
making visits to our neighbors, which is ‘a_double sin against - the
law of God for in_so doing we fail to attend the house of the Lord
and hinder that who might wish to"do so6. Let. us remember the law
of Moses which' condemns- Sabbath breaking;. and the words of the
inspired apostle which says, “Forsake not the assembhng of yourself
together as in the manner.:of some is.” -,

7. We will not: neglect-secret and " pubhc prayers and 'those
of us who are heads of families will strive to dedicate our household
tothe service of God by tedching. our children the great neces-
sity of the Christian religion .as_the only. hope of ;happiness after.
death. We will adopt the covenant of, Joshua, the servant of the
%oréi and say, “But as for me and my house we. ‘will: serve the

ord.” el : L - ,

THE LAW OF THE LORD S SUPPER AND BAPTISM

The Lord’s supper was mstrtuted for God’s People. -

All Children have-the equal right to the supper that have been
bom of the spirit._ For by one spirit we are all baptrzed into one
body, I Cor. 12-13, (This is not water baptism)’ “Again” -Christ
says I am the door, John 10:9, Jesus is not water. baptrsm by
door, there is-not but-one door. Now 'every one that has come .
in at this door, has the right to"the Lord’s Supper and is a child
of -God. So let any one examine himself ‘and so let him-eat of -the
bread, and drink of the sup, for he that eateth and-drinketh:un-
vorthy eateth and drinketh damnation to himself” (not the church)

It is a personal matter of judging and eating. =~

The church that does judge and exclude any of God’ people
is mot acting in keepmg with the 1nstructlons glven by the church
of Corinth.

.- Any Church that does exclude one of God’s Children of takrn
the Lord’s Supper, is offense to the Christian, (NOTE) Matt. 18:
But whosoever shall offend ‘one ‘of these little ‘ones which believe
in-Me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged. about
his neck and that he were drowned ‘in the depth of ‘the sea.
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It is.contended that they of the same faith and order should
be. entrtled to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I admit that Christ
is: the true faith, and His church true order, and that faith is the
means. by which men belong to the true order. Now if this is
what is meant by the same faith, we shall not object, we are agreed.
But, if sect is.referred to, we ob;ect as to order. If nothing but
Gospel order is meant, we still .agree; but we do not believe that
one child of God should dictate' just what another believes or what
church he should belong in order that he may be in the right
church, for the visible church is but an organic body of Christians,
and placmg your name on the church book of the best church on
earth does. not give ‘you the:new birth.

- The eunuch ‘believed and “was baptized, what church did he

)om? Here is faith and here’is order. Now we ask if the eunuch .

were allowed to commune with some other organic body or Church?

. No,:he is not 'of the same faith and order, yet he is admitted to
heaven but could not .be admitted to a sectarian table. So when
the table is set, all of God’s Children should have the right to par-
take of the Lotd’s Sugper If not it is not the Lord’s table. It is
a sectarian. table. At the Lord’s table all of the Children have the
n%q,hé tg partake of ‘the: Supper Which' has been born of the Spmt
of. God. |

(NOTE) Rom, 12:5 So we, berng many, are one body in Chnst
and every one members one- ‘of another. .

* (NOTE) John 6:35. And Jesus said unto them I am the bread
-of life," he .that cometh: to -Me shall never hunger and he that be—
lieveth on Me shall never ‘thirst. :

(NOTE) 1 Cor. 10:17,- for we bem many are one bread
and one Ibody, for we are all partakers of that one bread.

'So it is by a Spiritual baptism that we come into the body
and not be water at all. Then we areas one body, and.should have
the right at . the:same table.: »

" If it had ever been mtended by the Savxour that the Supper
- should be ‘guarded as some’ attempt to guard it God would have
‘endowed the judges.with’ power to discern the water baptism, and
a legal’ administration, , this settles the matter, and Christian char-
acter is left entirely out, by which some make a woeful mistake for
after. all this precaution,” somé have been found unworthy of the
least of the: pnvx]eges of any church.

To admit immersion to the only scnptural baptism and a true
‘believer receiving it, is" this ‘not right? Some would say, “If by
‘a’ legal . administrator this all ‘that is wanting.” It is not purely 2
personal matter? So it is the duty of the’ preacher to -baptrze and
of this apphcant -to be baptized? -

When this is. done each has performed a. personal duty 1If I
have ever been baptrzed and had to wait until I found one whom
I knew to be a legal administrator, I would never be baptized as
‘T cannot. know. man’s . heart.. Two actmg in ‘consort, one acting in
good faith and the other not. Every Chrlstlan 1s stnctly responsrble
“for his own ‘act, and not for another. i -
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_ -Simon," the sorcerer, “beheved and ‘was -baptized,”’-and that by
a- legal admrmstrator and yet is ‘was discovered :that he was not a
Chrstian. So we see baptlsm by a legal:administrator:does not confer -
any claim to Christian rights, as this proves to be a’' personal matter;
for- we clearly see.that the apostle inspired .as he was, did not dis-
cover the evil of Simon's -heart. Neither can.we known .the heart
of man. When we do our duty that God_says we must do, the
the applicant’s duty<is to:'be’a::Christian ‘before he is baptized,
we find  that repentance, -faith, baptism-and Christian- dutles all
are persomlly accountable: to. God and:not to man.. -~

There are various opinions of ‘men; and if -we use the capac1ty
God has given, we do not think we- should be ‘entirely condemned
for what we' cannot help.  The Church_ of. Christ. is- divided -into

many members, but-.is one ‘spiritual: body and Christ ‘is the head;

and. they should have: the same care for.each. other that. the ﬂeshly

body has for. its members. .

Should ' Christians ~commune, together ‘at- the Lord's table:
“What God hath joined . togéther, -let no man put-asunder” Chris-
tians do not feelalike if they do'not think alike. ‘Should they not com-

mune together?*Then;a union-and’ free communion:is forced upon

us. - Christ said He: would drmL no more . of the fruxt of the vme
unhl He should drink it anew’in His kmgdom

. So. 1f they assemble at God’s table in heaven, why not on- earth’
. ARTlCLES OF FAITH :

We beheve in”one true and hvmg God Father, Son and
Holy Ghost and these three are one:in’ dlvxne essence power and
glory. Romans 1-20, ]ohn 1:17, 17-217;
2. We believe ‘that the: Scripture’ of the Old and New Testa-
ment :is ‘the; word: of God:-and the only,.infallable rule of. faith and
practice. Second Timothy 3:16, Matt..5:18;. ..

3. We believe that God . created ‘man- good and gave hlm'

-‘Holy: Commandments whereby: he: should ‘live holy but- man- vol-
‘untarily -disobeyed : the, Commandments’ of God, . transgressed the

law and: fell -under. just;. condemnation of the same, ‘whereby- all
mankind ‘are sinners, not by constraint. but by choice, being partakers
of the sinful nature attained.by the:fall,"and that man-is unable to

-save himself with his. own power, but.we see Jesus for. the suffering

of death crowned with glory, that He by the grace : of God should
taste death for very man. Gen. 3:17, Heb. 2:9.

4. We believe that Christ by. His death, suffermg and Tesur-
rection ; purchased our pardon-and: offered it freely to all. mankind

‘upon principles of repentance -toward - God ' and: faith .in_the Lord

Jesus Christ. He now commands all men everywhere to repent there-
fore, .He sayeth, “Look unto me and be saved, all ends of the
earth for I'am God and there is none else ‘Matt. 4 17 Isa 45 22
Acts 20:20-21.-

5.- We beheve that adult persons must be regenerated and,

-born of. the spirit of ‘God. Jonah 4::11, Mark 10:14; Deut. 1:39.

7. We believe that all . Chnstlans must persevere in Grace
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and be faithful to the end if they inherit etemnal life, for blessed
are they that do His Commandments that they may have the right
to the tree of life and enter through the gates into the city. Rev.
‘22:14, Matt. 24:13. ‘ ~

8. We believe that baptism by immersion is the apostolic
. mode; even the burial of a believer in water, and that Christ, who
is our life, showed his humble example to His children and bids
us walk therein. John 3:22, Romans 6:34-45, Matt. 28:19-20,
Matt. 3:16. ‘

9. We believe that God in His goodness displays His power
of grace in great degree in calling and qualifying His servants by the
teaching of the Holy Ghost and by the instruction of His Word to go
forth and proclaim life and salvation without price. He bids us freely
come and nothing prevents the salvation of any but their stubbom
Eezbzil'}ion and sinful refusal to come. I Cor. 12:13, Eph. 3:7, Rev.

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper and washing
the Saint’s feet are divine ordinances and should be observed by all
I;Iilsbchildren. Mark 14.22-23, John 13:4-14, Matt. 28:19-20, I Tim. -

. 11. We believe that none have a right to baptism, only
those who have a living hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, and none
have the right to administer the same only those who have come |
under the hands of the presbytery of elders, and each church ought
to have a pastor, deacons, and clerks chosen by the church ought to
have office during the good pleasure of same in dealing with dis-
orderly members, reference should be had to the 18th chapter of Mat-
thew and other scriptures relative to dealing with disorderly members.
In all cases a majority shall rule, except in receiving members, and

then it must be unanimous. Titus 1:5, Acts 14:23, II Cor. 6:6. :

12. We believe it is the duty of each church to assemble
themselves together once a month and that it is the duty of the
pastor of the church when setting forth the Lord’s Supper and wash-
ing the Saint's feet to let a man “examine himself and so let him
eat.”” I Cor. 11:28, John 13:14. :

(
13. We believe that the sanctification and Holiness is a Bible
doctrine, that immortality is God dwelling in the light, so when
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption and this mortal
shall have put on immortalifti then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written. “Death swallowed up in victory.”” That it
is our duty to be tender and affectionite to one another and to
study the happiness of the people of God in general and to be sing1¥

engaged to promote the honor and glory of God. Gal. 6:10,

John 2::9. :
14. We believe in the resurrection of the dead of both the
just and the unjust; the resurrection of the just to glory and im-
mortality .in the presence of God; the unjust to the everlasting
shame and :banishment from the presence of God. Matt. 25:31,

I Cor. 15:4245, Thess, 1:10, Rev 20:12-13.
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