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Dedication 
Outline of a dedication sermon deliv 

ered at the Welcome Home Church by 
Elder C. E. Mann. 

1st. ·The Building. The thing to 
be dedicated. God has blessed with 
health, with the material . and the 
time, in order that the house might 
be completed, and today we assem: 
hie iri the finished work. 

2nd. The ·Congregation. The 
bailding could have been complet 
ed, but without a people with a 
willing mind there would not have 
been a dedication. Therefore: we 
have assembled from the east, the 
west, the north and the smith in 
order that we may give back to the 
Father that. which belonged to him, 
yet in different form. 

3rd. The Trinity. We would 
have been unable to have a dedi 
catioi1 without some one to dedicate 
to. Therefore we dedicate back to 
the Trinity the material which was 
originally his. We do not claim 
any part of it as ours. The foun 
dation, the building, the altar. the 
pulpit and the pew is the Lord's, 
and we humbly dedicate it unto 
Him. The building is still here, and 
I am sure the Lord returns it to our 
care. Keep the building clean, the 
pulpit and pew pure, and the altar 
holy., 

THE MANNER OF SERVICE 
1st. Solomon brought the mes 

sage unto the congregation revealing 
God's love, his care and his inter 
est in man. He told them of David's 
desire, of God's mercy,' and of the 
provisions made and promises ful 
filled. 
2nd. The Dedication Prayer. 

Solomon began his prayer by 
standing, but as he proceeded with · 
his ·prayer and God began to be 

maghified, Solomon realized · his. 
unworthiness and humbled himself · 
before God, and falling on his knees 
with his hands still outspread to 
heaven, he concludes his prayer. 
3rd. The Sacrificial Service. Sol, 

omon offered unto the Lord twenty. 
thousand oxen, and one hundred.. 
and twenty thousand sheep as a 
sacrifice. Jesus was offered as a 
sacrifice once and for all time, and 
He now asks that we offer ourselves· 
upon the altar as a Iivirig · sacrifice 
into Him, ... · 

. The dedication ,prayer will he 
offered .by Rev, Miller while we 
kneel. 

While the choir sings, I am going. 
to ask that the members of this 
church come into the altur and give 
your life in loving sacrifice unto the: 
Lord in faith and love, and for loving 
service for Him and mankind, The 
sacrificial prayer offered by Rev. 
Willie Rush of Santa Rosa, Mo· 

The Bible, which is "the Book of 
books" should be first in our every 
day lives. but instead of taking the 
Bible and ·following it. we read 
other books and let that go neglect 
ed. Other books do not tell us the 
truth. They don't tell us a thing 
about our souls und the grent world, 
God is preparing for all who love 
him and keep his commandments. 
Most. of us put more time on:news 
papers and magazines than 'we do, 
on the blessed Book, that, God gave: 
us as a guide from earth to heaven, 
We can read otht•r booils: for hours 
at a.time; buthow long do we read 
our Bibles? ··4 <.· 6 

· The Bible, or {gospel of Christ."."is · 
the power of God unto salvation to: 
every oe that believeth," ilt is.the 
fountairof knowledge and store 
house of wisdom, How many of'us. 
are seeking wisdom and knowledge? 
It is the key that unlocks the, 
way from earth to llt'aven .. Wheu 
we are brought before the Judg 
ment Bar of God, I'm afraid many 
of us will be found wanting, aid 

Gods Book of lnst'ruction will be turned off to the left into 
Let each one of us ask ourselves everlasting punishment. 

this all-important. question: "Are Friends, let us consider it care 
we neglecting our· Bible? or do· fully. We may 'be able to fool a few 
we study it' and take it as our people, but we' can not deceive 
guide?" ' God •. · We have. got.,lo meet .him 
I am sure that most people are face to face, and give account of the 

neglecting it more· than oil books. deeds done in our bodies .. Some 
There is nothing in the world that' ·day our opportunity will be gone, 
should be of more abiding interest and it will be entirely too late'to 
to us than reading and observing try to iuake. amends after . we.are 
the Bible's teachings. When God called.from this earth to·eternity. 
gave us the Bible, He gave us Christ · died· that we . might .. liv~ 
something that tells us what to do· · spiritually, which means more to 
and what not to do, in order that we us than all the world, when· we 
might reach heaven. If we fail to get into the dark hoirs and bard 
read. it and meditate over it, how trials 'of life. Our earthly friends 
can we know what heis telling usin will forsake. us, .but God.is alway 
that wonderful.Book of His I ready to stand, by ' us . ii trouble 

Benediction. 
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.Sunday, November 16th, our lesson 
and in trials.' was, "What It Means to Follow Jesus." 
Jesus is a friend to sinners, if they · - •tMt. wM taken from the sample sent 

are only willing to rust .and obey ' They had no sample to send us 
him. Christian friends, are we doing last quarter, and sent us one of those 
our best to lead the lost to Christ, or - used for tho third quarter. We will 
are we ourselves. not letting our not be able to get any literature until 
lights shine to this old world of sin? .the llrst of the year. 

Every one seems to be interestd in 
Only a few weeks ago, I had 8 the League and are doing their best 

very dear friend come to me saying to make it a success. With God's 
they had sinned against God and divine power we can be a success. 
people, and wanted to be prayed God helping them, Bros. Hodge and 
for. Thank God for those who have Arnold had a great revival here at 
the courage to ask an interest iu ?,.orman. They closed Nov. 2nd, with 

b ninety-three conversions (including 
prayer! Oh, how my hearts uI • eight. saved during the Association). 
dened for that one!, I want to ask· [fty-five were baptized and twenty 
you who know the worth of prayer· three joined the Free WII!. Baptist 
lo pray for this soul. My earnest church at Norman. 
desire is that their sins may be Ella Baker, Sec.Treas. 
blotted out, and that they may 
some day rejoice with the saints fr1 'Io the Leagues of Indian Creek As· 
the presence of the angels of God, s@elation: It has been a Iittle over 

thrc,c months since we last met at our 
there to spend the ceaseless age!I 'Yearly Meeting; and how many of us 
of eternity. remember what was done· there? 

Sinner friend, just stop for 8 Let's remember the resolution of 
moment and think. Do you intend the committee on finance: "Resolved, 
to make preparation' for: the .next ? That each local League send'ten per 
-~orld/or•live·- as yon· are until it is cent- all· clues to the Secretary-Treas, 
too late? May God pity your soul and -of. Indian Creek League Association, 

I 
to see the need of sal- tar the support of the organization. 

he P you . . · Thls to be sent in at the end of each 
vation. This world IS so full of trials quarter." Edna Eaton, Sec.-Treas., 
and trouble that I sometimes get Fh, Stella, Missouri. 
eager to go and be with my Be sure to keep a record of all 
dear little children anti loved ones that's done in your league, so you will 
where there will be no disappoint- lmve a report to offer at our meeting 
ments, and when: all our tears next year. 

Let's keep in touch with each other 
will be dried. through the "'Gem," and pray always 

I want to thank Bro, Jemes for the for better Leagues.---Noe! 'Turner, Pres» 
December issue of the Gem, also our . To the Leagues of the Missouri 
editor for the extra copy of Octo 
ber 'issue. 

Yours for the Master, 
Mrs. Willie Chuk. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST LE AUGE 

where you might organize a league • 
or encourage. some one.by a visit or 
a, letter. 

Our editor has· been. good enough to 
grant us a page in the Cem for Ieagus 
work, so let's be sure to use the space 
in a way that will. be of benefit to the 
leagues. We want some one from 
each league to write regularly, so we 
will.know just what each one is doing, 
When you write, send your letters or 
reports to John Swatter, Purdy, Mo. 
If there's any place there's need of 
a league, and you don't feel able to 
organize it yourself write to some of 
the State officers, or anyone who can 
help, and we'll.gladly ·ofter our assis 
tance. . The State Officers are: 
Pres., Eld. Noel Turner, Granby, Mo. 
Vice Pres, Wm Reeves, Flat River, Mo. 
Sec.-Treas., Melba White. Hemple, Mo. 
Reporter, John. Swatter, Purdy Ko. 

FIELD WORKERS 
Lewis Jorgensen, Urbana, Mo. 
Cecil Peterson, Greentop Mo. 
Frecia. Gray, Thayer·, l'rlo. . 
When there's a league organized, 

isend a report of it to the reporter, So 
\ •we may all know of it. 
We _we·r_e" at Enon. Ark., Nov. 23rd, 
where we organized a . league with 
twenty-one members. I'm sure it will 
grow and be a benefit, to the church 
and community. Let's keep praying 
tor the league and for each other, tor 
I see a great future. for them it we 
keep pressing on. 

Noel Turner, President. 

State Association: 
bear League Workers: The year of 

1930 is just about passed, and I am 
wondering if we see any progress in 
the League. work. I can see some 

John swaf!er, Correspondent great changes, and also a growth in 
the ;leagues, even greater interest is 

ALTON, MO,, Nov' 21, 1930. being shown, which proves that great 
:Oear Bro Swafter: Our Free Will er' things can be acc~mplished u' w~ 

Baptist 'League, that was organized at eep'busy. 
Noj:niiin Church during the Mo. State. . There is much' to be done in the . 
Association, now has thirty-five mem• future, there's work for everyone, 
bere. several .more have_ •promise_~. altho11gh some may think their abllfty 
to :join later~ . s.mall, yet they can. be present at each 
For our flrst lesson, Sunday, Noy. 9, meeting, of_their league with a good 

we had no literature. to take»our sub-,5 lesson and; encourage thelr.president 
j6ct from, but,our'president, Howard in·every way,'and show that they are 
Bjenkenship, gave us Scriptures from proud of tho league, and are willing 
the "'ilibie' oti ! "Call and Calling. . to uphold ft. Then there's places 

We are building every day, 
In a good or evil. way; 

.And the ·structure ll$ it grows 
Will' oi..iriinost'.: souf disclose. 

- Till in every arch and line 
All our faults and faUlngs shine 

It may grow a castle grand, 
Or. a wreck. upon the sand. 

Do you ask what building this, 
That can show both pain and bliss; 
'That can be. both dark and fair? 
Lo, its name is character. 

Build it well whate'er you do; 
Build it straight and strong and 

·,:, true;·, ' · 
BuUd it clean and high and broad; 
Build it for the eye of God. 

--Selected, 
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Away Behind, 'Bit Sill iii 'tlie Rice 
I know that all ~f you are' looking for the Gem and 

wondering why it doesn't come; and I know that some of 
you will be disappointed when it doesn't arrive by the first 
Sunday in December, especially those who use the League 
and Sunday school lessons. We are· sorry, but we have 
done our very best to get the paper out on time. 

We were Jato with the November issue,, so were late 
getting started in this issue. Then I attended the Co-op: 
erative Association and soon after that Bro. Davie and I 
went up to Fayette, Mo .. to get the linotype. We had to 
tear the linotypo down 'to transport it; so putting it up 
again and getting It adjusted and regulated so it would 
work has been a. real job. Perhaps it wouldn't' have been so much of a job for an expert, but we didn't have the 
money to pay an expert, so I had to do it myself. It is 
working all right now and we are truly glad it is. We 
are sure proud of our linotype; it is going to fill a ,long 
felt need in the Gem office. We can do much more work 
and do It better than by hand, as we have been doing it. 

It took longer to set the linotype up and get it in op 
eration than iwo thought. it/would, 'because hauling it' 240 
miles on a truck jarred several parts of it· out of time, or. 
out of 'place, and it gathered Jots of dust which kept it from. 
working 'smoothly, and which had to be all cleaned up. 
Then the editor didn't know too much about the type of. 
machine we got. It is a model 19, with three magazines 
and three sizcs cf type, 'This column is set up in the 
smallest size, which Is eight point, 

We' have several sets .of minutes now In the office, 
which we promised to put out by Christmas, but. we are 
not getting started on them as soon as we had hoped to, 
so we may not get the last of them finished until after 
New Year's, hut we will get some of them done and have 
the next 1iapcr printed out by Ja.nuary first, 1931. 

'This issue contains the last installment of League Les- · 
sons, but the 'sunday Scl1ooi Lessons will continue thru 
the year 1931. Wo can have room for many more articles, . 
letters, reports, etc. from now on. At present nearly all 
of our manuscript is used up. All manuscript reaching, 
us before the t\i:cnticth of themonth will stand a chance of 
being printed in the current issue, and we appreciate re 
ceiving manuscript early In the month. 

Now that we have the Iinotype, our paper should make. 
a better appearance and, consequently make a better im 
pression on those who read it. Tho prospects for the 
future of our work are certainly good. · Our opportuni 
ties for growth and developement, as I see things, were' 
never better than they are right now, but'with opportunity. 
comes_ responsibility. :·, Do we-see the opportunity, andmre 
we willing to meet tho responsibility, andpay the price? 
. .. A good paper is tho hope of our denomination, so if 
you would support your denomination, you must support 
your paper. It the paper is a good thing for the few who' 
ure subscribers'now, it should be just as good' tor every 
member of tho body. If you are a Free Will ·Baptist and 
not a subscriber_ to tho Gem, can you give any good reason 
why you or some member of your family should not be a' 
paid ~ubscribcr to tho Free Wili Baptist Gem? If you. 
can give such a reason, then send it to the editor:.it jyiii 
can't give such reason, then why doii't 'jyou serid'ir'your 
dollar fora ycar's subscription to the Gem?' .' 

. We nre tha::rkful for every one who has helped ·to ·make 
the Gem what it·is,;and 'we,are'especially thankful, to all 
who have givon to' tho linotype fund; may God bless :you •. 



l 
• • I Charleston, ~rlrnnsns 

··. FROM 'THE-FIELD Dear Bro. Brown and all the Gem 
_ Fc1mily:-I think we have one 
____________ ..._..:J· of the best papers I ever read. We 

Report of Revival 
Well, I am glad I can report this 

time a glorious revival at our Jones' 
Chapel church since we attended the 
State Meeting. 
The meeting' just lasted two 

weeks, and twenty-two souls were 
saved, fourteen united with the 
church, and fifteen were baptized, 
also a Mission Circle of thirty-two 
members was organized. ' Elder 
Noel .Turner was' with us in this 

should be proud of it and work 
for its success. Bro. Brown, although 
he is a fine editor, cannot make it 
go unless we subscribe for it and 
work for the paper. I sure do enjoy 
reading and telling others about it. 

We had the privilege of visiting 
Bro. Lovett's meeting at Branch, 
Arkansas. They had a real old-time 
union meeting. Brother Preacher, let 
us not allow hard times to stop 
us, just pray and preach the 
more. Brother and Sister, this is 
the time you are needed on the 
firing line for the cause. 

I am preaching every Saturday 
and Sunday, and hope to do more, 
so pray for me, 

' . 
meeting, as this is his home church, 

·and Eld .• Johnnie Swaffer was with 
us· part of the time. The good 
people or the whole community 
co-operated well with us in the· 
meeting; we shall never forget them 
for it. We also obtained several 
subs for the Gem while there.. . 

We also attended the Co-operative Niangua, Mo. 
Association at Tulsa, Okla.· Say; Dear Gem Readers:---Just thought 
you should have been there! We I. would write a few words this 
certainly did hive a glorious timiein morning, hoping I might be a help 
the Lord.' I expect you will seea {o sone one---the Lord being my 
report of 1t elsewhere rn tins ~ssue , · guide. I feel very weak myself, but 
of the Gem, You have missed.[ am interested in·others' that 
something, if you have failed· to · are lost.' 
meet our good people there, 8nd · ··Sinners, won't you come to the 
their dear pastor, Elder Melvin' Lord and repent and believe while 
Bingham, he is merciful and waiting to give 

Bro. Brown and I have just re-· you rest? For he has said, "Come 
turned from purchasing the Lin- unto me all ye that labor and are 
otype for the Gem office. I don't' heavy laden, and I will · give you 
think there is any question but what rest." Today is the day of sal 
we have purchased a good mach~ne ... vation, .and now is the accepted 
We paid $600.00 down, but rei, . time. Today, if you will hear His 
member there is $700.00 yet to voice, harden not your hearts. "For 
pay'. We are still making the with the heart man believeth unto 
appeal. WilZ you help us'! We righteousness, and with the mouth 
found some real nice folks at Fay.· confession is made unto salvation." 
ette .to deal with, who seemed_ Sinners, come and accept my Savior 
perfectly honest and fair in every as your Savior. He will not turn 
way. you away. The Lord is faithful and 
'We have' some revivals going in long-suffering, not willing 'that any 
the bounds of our Indian Creek should perish, but that all should 
Association. I am praying that'God. · come to repentence. And he has 
will pour out His Holy Spirit:and, also said, "Nay, I tell_you, but ex 
give some real revivals of power. . · cept ye .repent, ye shall all likewise 
1.Yours for Jesis aud the cause, perish." Again he said; "He that 
's Winiford ·Davis. 'rejecteth me, and receiveth no, my 

Isaac J. Wilson; 

word, hath one that judgeth him; 
the words that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last 
day." Oh, sinners, come to Jesus I 
He's rich in mercy. 

Our life is only short on earth. 
Let's give the rest of our lives to the 
Lord's service. Let's prepare for, 
that great day. 
Remember Lazarus and the rich 

man, and choose the place that 
Lazarus chose for a home. "For it is 
written, as I live, saith the Lord, 
every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God.'' 

Pray for me. 
Your sister in Christ, 

Lois Deckard. 

Olney, Texas 
Dear Editor and Gem Readers; 

I am down here in Texas with my 
daughter, and am glad that I don't 
have to do without my little paper; 
there are so many good articles in it, 
'and I thank God for folks that hold 
up the banner of Christ. I am going 
to say that I am proud of the Free 
W. Baptists, and may the Lord help 
us to hold for the old paths that 
·our forefathers trod. I pray that we 
will always keep the old-fashioned 
altars in our churches and really live 
where we are worthy of the visiting 
of God's presence from the glory 
world. 

May God in his tender mercy bind 
up our broken hearts, and help us to 
be fully prepared to meet him in 
heaven. 

May God bless all. 
Mrs. M. B, Cockman. 

TRUE GIVING 
"Carve your name high over shifting 

sands 
Where the steadfast rocks defy 

decay; 
All you can hold in your cold, dead 

hand 
Is what you have given away. 

"Count your wide conquests of sea and 
land, 

Heap up the gold, and hoard as you 
may, 

All you can hold in your cold dead hand 
Is what you have given away.. 
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Earlsboro, Okla. 
Dear Gem Family:-You will see 

by this letter that we are hack in 
the harvest field again. We have 
a. large Tabernacle; bnilt. -here and 
well seated, well lighted and heat 
ed, We were nearly a week getting 
a lot to build on. These oil towns 
change hands so often you have 
a time finding the right ones that 
owns the land, hut at last a lot was 
secured near the center of town, and 
men put to worl1 Rnd in three days 
the Tabernacle was ready for us to 
preach in. 
Three grown people were saved 

the first night. The meeting has 
been running a week tonight (Nov. 
7) and twenty-one hnve been sav 
ed. Every night God has saved 
some--not a break in the service 
yet. The· power of God is felt by 
the time yon enter the Tabernacle. 
We expect one of the greatest re 
vivals we have ever had, and we 
ask each one to pray daily for 
success. The Free Will Baptists 
have a splendid new church building 
here, and a nearby organized 
church, so pray for the church that 
many will be arlded during the 
meeting. 

We would like to say to our 
Mission_friends that we still think 
of yon, and we are sure, after such 
a wonderful State Meeting that each 
church will take on new life. 
We will say to Missouri that you, 

or we rather, had one of the very 
best State associations we have 
ever had, God bless the work, and 
may we all do our best for a great 
year's work. 
Pray much for us here. and we 

will do the same for you. 
Yours for Jesus, 

H. M. and Lizzie McAdams., 

Hermitage, Mo., 
. ·Dear Bro. and Sister Brown and 
Readers of the Gem;--As Iwas here 
ell alone this beautiful ·morning, I 
thought I ,would write a few lines to 
the Gem Family. I must say I like 
,the.Gem.· It has 'Tl any good things 
in it. I enjoy the good letters, and 
to hear of the good meetings, as I 

am so far away from our church ,l 
can't go very often. 

I will he eighty-three years old in 
January. I think my time is about 
out to my paper, Don't want to 
miss a copy, so I am sending you a 
check for three dollars, one for the 
paper for one year, and two for the 
Linotype. 

Hope the paper will prosper and 
the good work will go on. I havn't 
received my paper for November, 
hut hope I will soon. Pray for 
me, and our little church at Pleas 
ant Ridge. 

As ever a sister in Christ, 
Harriet Walker. 

Alton, Mo. 
Dear Bro. Brown;- We are writing 

you in regard to the revive) just 
closed Ht Norman Church near 
Alton, Mo 
There were so many asked that 

we write them about the meeting 
that we decided the best thing to 
do would he write you, and let you 
put the report in the Gem. 

The revival went right on after 
the State Association and continued 
until Sunday ight November 2nd. 
There were eight saved during the 
Association, al! you know, aud 85 
after, ma king a total of 93, fifty-five 
baptized in two Sundays, twenty 
nine one Sunday and twentv-six the 
other. There were twenty-four 
untied with the Free· Will Baptist 
church, and we · understaud about 
eight or ten more next meeting 
day 

We surely thank God for the 
meeting, and desire to thank the 
people for praying for us and the 
meeting. The last night there were 
four at, the ·altar, and ·one man 
saved: The · people of Norman 
community· are as good people as 
we ever met. 

We are going together in the work 
for the Lord, trusting God to bless 
us wherever we go, 

Your brothers in Christ, 
Elders G. D. Arnold and W.P. Hodge 

" ! Stabl,,Mo 
.• Dear Gem Readers:--Just receiv 

ed my copy of the Gem tpday. .Must 
say for the paper, it is fine, and 
filled with splendid. letters and 
,' 

news from our, workers. at iarge. · 
But here is something that not 

many write about and it seems to 
me to be a big factor for good, the 
greatest of all the branches of the 
church, the American Sunday 
School. 

Here are a few facts which ,l 
have learned through study of the 
Sunday School: 
First. The Sunday School is said 

to be one hundred and fifty years 
old. 

Second. It is producing 85 per 
cent of all the new members of the 
church. 

It is also said that the Chrii-itian 
church has mi income of ovn tight 
'hundred million dollars per yeur, 
and only about two per cent goes, 
or finds its way, to the use of the 
Sunday School, 

·Four years ago we found a state» 
meni lo the t•ffect that we had in rhe 
United States 14445(0 actnuul orga 
nized Sunday Schools, with nt 
average attendance of' from ten to 
one thousand, and an average cost 
per scholar or forty eight cents. We 
also have seventeen million Sudiy 
School scholars, mid the average 
church member gives to the ot 
gunization about fifty cents a year. 

On the other side of the question, 
we have im the United States pos• 
sibly 130,000,000 people. More than 
half of these people are prospective 
candidates for the. Sunday School. 
We' have 17,000,000 or a littie 
over in Sunday School et the pres 
ent time. By a united' effort, 
all praying and working, each'one 
striving to "win one." in the next' 
few years, we should and' could 
have 34,000,000 in God's great in. 
stitution, the American 'Sunday 
School. 

By doubling our average offering 
of fifty . cents, and . making. our 
offering. average a few. dollars 

. more with what could be brought in 
through newi.members, we 'could 
and would largely solve the mem 



teritiip ad iancial' problems 
ohht, i:llurch an,.I Sunday School. · 

Pastors, Superintendents and 
Chrhliirns everywhere, help in 
uhitwg our prayers, and labpr to 
gether for this. great ca\Jse. 
Yours in His uame and for His 

sake, 
Chas A. Phillips, 

s,,l'l hv Sehool Evangelist, North 
EJst Nl1i A:rnociation of F. W. B. 

611 Rut,~c::'St., St. K,onis, Mo. 
: 'J)ear Gt'iU Rt>ud t:nr -~ rti '. fol low 
in•' is ;1 brief n·p1,1 t .,r our 1:1(n h for n . . 

the' piwt 111011th: 

I like the Gem, espeeially the let-' 
ters written by the various corres- · 
pondcnts. I take the General Baptist 
M:essenger printed at Owensville;" 
Indiana all(! lille it IH cause I hflve 
taken il so long and become so 
well ·acquai11ted with th,,se who 
wriie to it; and because it comPs 
every week. Of course I get more 
olll of it, bnt I would be glad to see 
1he Gem become a weekly irrntead 
of a monthly paper. ''The Messen" 
ger" is the orga11 of the church l' 
huve belonged to for forty-fo,ur 
yearn, but the original Free Will 
i\rticl~:-: of Faith expresses the same 
a+ taught by the Severi Baptists 

l. have a n,.,ph:,.N, Elder Eilrline 
iHaskins cl S.ratforl, Okla, wlo ls 
Fn·t: VJiP i:h,,u•;t r•1(:neher i11 Ceiiter 
As,:11ciutiu11. I:" ,:1,·<"iHled 1hl' i{;o. 
A'.,:rnciation nf (;,,1,ernl B:1pti,;::'. lhi,; 
~·ear. and prc:1,·l;,,(! .i V(:ry i:1!,.,,'._ 
estig discoui:» ad I had the 

O.:tober 29th two precions yots 
professed a hopt, i11 Ciui:d. NDvc111- 
bef 2nd two uore gve tacir hearts 
to Gncl. November 8tli Ii v~ nappy 
s011l1 wer,.: i>ur11 i11:o ;;i,: l:i:11;<10111. 
Since: th·cil one mo:-e lt,H prnfe:;:,ed 
Chris':.. Three, in tile m1~<111timc, 
hav,,: unit'.!d with the c:i111rch. We 
have not ;1,1<l a11y npcr,ii!I meeting 
--;just our regular services is all, 
.Etiis worir was organized three 

and ad-half years a#o, ad we have 
had a three years' ·revival. God 
has wonderfully blessed us here. 
There have been over six hundred 
Jl\:!Ople who have professed a hope in 
<Jtfrist as a result of thit; work. We 
have sent out several c:msecrated 
preachers to othn. i,tctious of tile 
country, who have beeu, aud are 
doing, splendid work. · 
Our Sunday School is doing good 
\Jdtk' 1i'1~;ler tile 111a11age111en1 of our 
'\ibar'Brother'F. M McCatt!ey .. 011r 
'E:'y''P. U.' i doing 9d work. We 

, ''l:: .-, "',, . ,·; .. ,,, have fifty-three members and they 
ark' all''doing good work.' Most tr,·,\, !,.,·· ··· · 
'of then'1 will lead in prayer or lead a 
') ·tr I i ! ' · ·:· ~, : . · • · ·· 

. ineetii'1g if called upon .. 
J;{ >!! Yti'urs'.in the M:is'ter's' w1iri,. 
'd1.' ,,, f,. '. °Eld. W. c:· Hill, Pm1ior; 

'Fils • w. B. crct, St. Louis, Mo. 

Phenix, Mo. 
:·,·, Dear'Bro. Brown and Geni Read 
: ers:..:...I thiiik my time has expi"red. 

1:anU'. while I am 1Jot prepared to 
{send mny subscription at presenl, I 
--willtry to sei1d it'in December.' 

privilege of foowing him, 
Our next /,·;:,o,:i111 i1111 will covene 

with Plt!trnm1l liill Cii1m:h 011 lli~ili~ 
way No. 5 near Mansfield, Mo. on 
Ttni:·sday before the 3rd Su11d,1~, in 
S•iptemlier, 1D3i. Bro. Brow11, )'Ill 
urn cordially i1,vited lo at11·11(l, 
aud. if you will you m11y :,;1:nd 111e 
prices 011 about :rn 8•page folder the 
1.Jize of lhis page. 

. l am slill liviug awny from where 
I can attend General or Fn·e Will 
Bapth,t churcht•:-. Tlte MissioHpry 
l3apthlls havt: a Spiritual r ... lit~ion. 
but don't allow privileges to' prea~h 
ers of other chmcl1es, as Gent\rnlsor 
Free Wills do. [ heartily wish tlwre 
was a Free Will Church near CIIOllf\h 
for us to attend, So wishing the 
Gem, ils etli111r and the people it 

. repn•senls God-~:pced, I 11111,. 
Your lirotlier. 

(Eld.) R. F, Haskis. 

! Tbc' Co•OJ)Cmtivc Gcuerfrl 
Assocint ion 

More tlian tweifty preachers and 
sevtral elected delegates, aid'sev 
eral visiti11g lnttb1e11 \\He tiresent, 
btsicks a large '111rrnlwr:i',f the laity• 
who were fo art< 11d,:1:c'e, espcchi!Jy, 
nt the· pfr11('hin1! services; so each 
session and ead1 S<"I vfre was well 
attended.· and at night the house 
coultl not· ,'<'.Ct fl rncdate the crowds 
that came. 

Elder T. C. Ferguf.on of Ash 
Grove, Mo. 'was chosen Moderator, 
and Elder Wiiiford Davi~; of Monett, 
:Mo.' wm, chdsen clerk for this year's 
session, 

.. Bro. T. C. Ferguson was retained 
s National Evangelist for another 
yi•ai'. 
'Tfi'1"' introdncti>d' ~fJlll()[l was 

preached by Eide R. L. Cotnam 
of Verti:, 'lvxas. A± lit service 
followed tl ; readltin! service, and 
fo11i'· precious ~11uls'w1 ;'1: ~.iv< d. Tile 
power ol". God wn:i [eil 1ight froin 
tlte begirininf, aid 'cintiued from 
service to'service hritghiot tlie 
Association, and in the' meeting 
which followed. The Association 
business was ffnished a the 'Thurs 
day murintg'session, 'and the 
·As[',ociatio11 11dj1im11cd lo tll(~et with 
Mncedo11ia Church near Monett, Mo. 
beginning in Tuesday niglit before 
'the second Sunday in Nov.,, 1931.° 
'Up to the time we' It-ft:' we hull 
witnessed ten happy conversions, 
a11ll since tht•11 ,ve have ,:,ion! from 
ort,.'l\folvi11 13in~hi1111, · pastor of tile 
Tulsa Church, that seventeen more 
'had beei converted, t \Veil! y <;f wl:om 
1111iteil with tlw church, nnd the 
i11ee1hi'g still g11iii°go11, Bro Bi11ghmn 
doing the preachi11g. 
'· We left for' hoine just nffrr the 
eleven o'clock St!tVicli i1i1 Thursdcl}', 
but not' before' partuling of the 
bouitifiil' dinner the good sisters 
had prepared for everybody there 
that ,lay. · · ·. ·. -'· · 

Motion :carrlcd that th·c cclitor 
·or the Gem and the acting moder- · 
ator and clerk · of the -body be 

. ,autl~orizcd to r0prcscnt · this body 
at any conference of Free: Will 

· ·Baptist or Gcrg)ra_I .. Bap~ist ~lu;y 
. may have the :r>riyil?gc ·of attend- 
ing.' · · · 

Con liliued on page seveniteen 

Ry n. F. Brown 
The fol!owinti is II hricf report of 

·. the C,1-01ierative Geunal Associo 
tion, which met with the First Free 
Will Baptist Church of 'I'ulsa, Oldu., 
beginning on Tuts. i1ight, Nov. 11. 
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Lesson X Deceinber '7, 1930 . . '· .. 
Stephen. 

Acts 6:'110 7:60·· 
Topic: Stephen's Contributioii' 

to Christiai1i1y, -:.: · 
Golden 'T'ext--They chose Stephen, 

n man full 'of faii..h and of the Holy 
Ghost. Ads 6:fi.' 

• Prnl"ticul Truth-Some men even in· 
their death accomplish great things for . 
the kingdom of God. · 
Outline--I. Stephen, theman.' II." 

Stephen, the evangelist. 'III. Stepher 
accused. IV. Stephen's defense. :V, 
Stephen's martyrdnm. i· _._ 1 

'J'imo-:-About A .. D.a5., .. , 
Ince--Jerusalem, '' 

/ ------- 1, •P!(' 

Introduction~ll wus a custom 
of the early,church;to keepa.record 
of its martyred memlierfl, covniug • 
the main events of their lives; what 
they did and the death they.suffered.,, 
Some local churches celebrated the.· 
days on which, any of .its;members 
suffered martyrdom, countiug it the 
birthday of the martyr, OH which he . 
entered into ett'l'11al glory. The Lord, 
was not forgetful of the first Chris~ : 
tian martyr; and placed his record·· 
in the Bible. :,-· · 
Unusual siluutious call: for men 

of rare chaructera11d ohilitie~. which· 
they have developed and built up by.. 
tlw help .of God .. , By God's -help, 
Stephen, had huilt up a rt'()IIIUlion 
for honesty, sincerity, goodness, uud 
a deep :;pidtuulil): he was just the' 
ltiud of u ma11 .ueeded. to, ,head: the:_. 
board of deacous to handle the busi- : 
ness of the early church. He was : 
ulso a 111u11 .of. .1-!reat eloqueuce mid.: 
had a wonderful lrnowlt'llge of the•:. 
Scriptures ., ,,, .. ,. :,, .. , 

The history of the church shows· 
that its. periods of greatest glory 
came in times of :great,persec111io11,• 
The Pharisees, thinldug they must 
take Stephen, outside.·,the city to 
stone him to death, reminds us of : 

' some modern profei;:snrs • of religion 
that think it wrong to swear, ere.on 
Suuday, hut - i11d11l!,!e freely during 
the week. Stepheu's.last words were 
so mucl like the last, wmcls of our 
Lord becnanus- he was filled with the 
Holy Ghost_. Falling asleep is· not 
the end; it implies a waking. Saul's 
holding the young meu'sclotlws. etc, 
remind us that.being williug wit 
ness to evil is hut little short of 
becomin!! an evil doer. 
Comn1cntnry..:...[. STEPHEN, THE 

MAN (6 1-10). "When the 1111mher 
of the disciples was mnltiplitd." 
the ndminis11a1im1 of !ht> comnnmi 
ty fund in the early Christian church 
developed some perplexing problems 
So whe11' c11111plniilt wc1s mnde. !he 
twelve called the 11111lti111cle of dis 
ciples together and recommended 
thAt ','seven men of 'lwrwst report, 
full of the Holy Ghost aid wisdom, 
be appointed to oversee the busi 
ness, serving tables, · etc. Stephen 
was one of the seven-that were ap 
pointed and set apart for their work 
by' prayer and the laying on of 
hands. He was an outstanding lllllll 
and the only one of the seven of 
whom any special comment is rnnde- 
II. STEPHEN, THE EVANGEmT(v:-. 7- 

10). As ·''ttie· word of God increm; 
ed;''. and 1he· 1111111her of the disci 
ples'increased to a'·multitude, an 
incrensing number of #evangelists 
wete taking up tli'e work cir spread~ 
ing the Gospel, Stephen is men 
tiontid as a man."fill of faiil and 
power," doing wonders ·end ·per 
forming miracles 11111111,~ lht· pt•ople. · 
By:ihis 'mircles, and by·his elo 
quence and power,·Stephen'excited 
I he jealousy of the unbelieving 
.Jews, and certain of;tht-'lll dis1>111ed 
with him,· hut '.'they were uot ahle 
to ret1ist· the wisdom and the spirit : 
by :which he spake." :,.: - , , 

Ill. STEPHEN ACCI/SI::l) (v:-1. 11-15). 
While they could not, resist the 
words of Stephen, their jeulou~. wi'ck 
ed heurts led them to accuse· him 
before the court. "The pt•nple, the 
elders, and the scribes," beig stir 
red up, touk Stephen and brought' 
him before the councii, and produc 
ed false wituessts to prove him .a 
blasphemer. Iu the presence of 
these wicked accusers, Stephen's 
unrnilled spirit m~11,fe hi:;; t'uce,, ;ip 
pear "as it had been the face of an: 
uugel." 
IV. Sn;PHEN's DEr'ENSF~ (7:1 53). 

Stepheu recou11ted the history of 
bruel 1111d reminded Ids heartrs 
tlwt their fathers had even rejected; 
Moses and tried to turn back into 
Egypt; that they had rejected the 
prophets and persecuted t Lem: that 
they hud slain the men who had· 
foretold the comiug of the ,J 11st Oue • 
-iu fact llreir whole history was 
one of rejection, mid as their fath 
ers had rejected God.so now his 
hearers were rejecting God in the 
person of Jesus. The Jews were 
prone to think that the temple wus 
God's restiu~ place on earth, aud 
that there was sulvation only in the· 
temple worship, hut Stephen would, 
show them their eternal hope lay 
uot in their traditions aud their 
formal worship, l..111t in Jesus the 

. Christ whom they had murdered.· 
V. STEPHEN'S MARTYRDOM ( vs: 54-60. · 

Wiren they heard themselves ar 
ruigued as murderers, they "were· 
cut to the heart; ond they gnashed 
on him with their teeth." Stephen. 
'being full of the IIuly Ghost," look: 
cd i11!0 heavei1 aud suw Je::itis' 
"sl:rndiilg ·011 the right hand of· 
God.". As they 1.Houed him he cull-' 
ed upou God, ·saying, "Lord Jesus,' 
rt-.ceive my spirit." He i1lso prayed,' 
''Lay nut this sii to ti1eir churgeY · fr 
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,Lesson XI ·Dec. 14,1930 
Saul of Tarsus 

Acts 22:3 15 
·Topic:-Couversiou: Its Nature 
ad Effect 
Golden Text-I count all things but 

loss,·for the excellency of the knowl 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ. Phil. 3:8. 
Practical T,·uth-Conversion is the 

great change that marks the beginning 
. of..Ghrlstian.Jife and service. 

Oitline--I.' Saul, a persecutor. 
II. Jesus arresting Saul's attention. 
Ht. Saul's response. 
IV, Saul's commission, 

•ruuo-About A. D. 3fi. 
·Plee--In and near Damascus. 

. Introduction-- Saul (Paul) 
was naturally and hy education 11 

high-powered man, His home train 
ing must hove been of the best kind, 
and his education must have in 
cluded some work in the higher 
schools of his'day, then he sat at 
the feet of Gamaliel where he was 
given the very best culture and 
traiuing in Jewish religion and ws 
dom, that it was possible to secure. 
He was conscientious and zealous 
and loyal to the Jewish religion, 
and felt that if the temple with nil 
it stood for wns to be done away 
with by the new religion of Jesus, 
the work of God through Israel 
would he lost to men. 
.Saul had been honest and sincere 

in'liis, iiitentions and actions, but a 
great change of nature came to Saul. 
No one can read the history of Paul's 
life. and honestly say that he only 
changed his career at his conversion. 
The man himself was changed. He 
passed through the experience which 
Jesus called the new birth. His 
theology was ,changed, so. that he 
believed in justification .by faith, • 
and not by the works of the law. 
His conduct was changed: he quit 
persecuting the Christians. His af 
fections . were changed: instead of 
hating Christ and the Christians, he 
loved them. His career was chang-. 
ed: instead of being a Jewish rabbi, 
he became the great apostle to the 
Gentiles. His destiny was changed: 

''Hencefourth :there is ·laid up for,light shone out&from :heaven upon 
me a crown of righteousness, which him and his company. So great WM 
the Lord, the righteous,judge, shall that ·light that Saul and all those 
give me at that day:and not tome with him were prostrnted upon the 
only, but-unto all ,them also that earth. They all saw the light, but 
love his appearing,' (2 Tim. 4:8). only Saul saw the Lord. They all 

When it was revealed to Paul heard the sound of His voice, but 
that he was.fighting against. God, ouly Saul understood His words. 
he made a full and honest surrender IIL. SAUL.'S RESPONSE ( vs. 10,11). 
to Jesus. When he became willing When Sail saw the Lord, he said, 
to make all necessary changes of "Who art thou, 'Lord?" When he 
conduct, he asked, when he was knew it was the Lord, he said, "What 
stricken down on the,way to Da- shall L do,,Lord?'' .And the Lord 
mascus to bind and persecute all said unto him, "Go into Damascus: 
the Christians he found, "Lord, what and there it shall be told thee of all 
wilt thou have me to do?" Saul things which are appointed for. thee 
the Pharisee was harsh, and cruel. to do." It is not said that Saul was 
bill when changed to Paul the apos- hllnd, hut that he "could not see for 
tie, sweetness and goodness flowed the glory of that light,'' Yet he was 
out or his life. and continues to flow so blinded by that light that he had 
down to us today. No conversion to be led by the hard into Damascus. 
is without a. sense of .God's power ''He was three days without sight, 
in the great transforming experiene, and neither did eat nor·drink. 
yet every experience is not just like What three days those must luwe 
that of Paul. been! Perhaps, gs he prayed and 
Co1nn1entnry-:-I. SAUL, A PER· fasted In' total darkiless.- he came to 

SECUTER (vs. 3-5). What noble spec- realize thnt his understanding'>fthe 
tacle was that of Paul. as he stood Old Testament was false and fatal: 
on the stairs, bound with two chains, that salvation and the hope of eter 
ready to make his defence .to his. nal life lay only in "that Just One" 
people. He was taken for fin Egyp- whom he had been persecuting, 
tian, at least by the captain.who ex. IV. SAUL'S COMMISSION (vs. 12-15). 
peeled him to speak in Greek, and While Saul was struggling and grop 
they cpuld have understood him in ing in dnrlrneKs, God prepared Ana 
Greek. and doubtless they expected nias to go to him and lay his hands 
the renegadetoaddressthem iu that on him, that he might receive his 
language, but the sound of the holy sight, and to show him what the 
mother tongue awed them into deep Lord had commanded for him to do, 
silence. and what lie tnust'suffer. The Lord 

As Moses was educated in all the also prepared Saul for the coming 
wisdom of the Egyptians as a prep- of Ananifis. so Saul received the 
aratiou for his great work; so Saul answer to his question, "What shall 
was educated, first in the Grecian I.do?" Taking the accounts of· 
schools of Tarsus, and at home, then Saul's conversion found in Acts 9: 
he was a student undvr Gamaliel 22-26, is it possible to explain away 
who taught him "according to the Christ's appearance to him? His 
perfect manner of the law of the conversion came after three days 
fathers," but all this he used against of darkness and struggle, when the 
the followers. of Jesus. .As Paul light broke through phisically m,d 
stood on the stairs,, he saw hit1 own spiritually. But his conversion, his 
murderous zeal reflected tipon him- confession of Christ, preceded his 
self by_ the treatment· the Jews were. baptism. 
giving him. Question. 1. What submissive 
II. JESUS .ARRESTING SAUL'S: ATTEN· . 'question did Saul ask. the glorified 

TION (vs. 6-9). As Saul journeyed, Christ? 
going to Damascus on his mission 2. What great task was assigned 
of persecution, suddenly .a great to Saul ? 
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OUR SUNSHINE CIRCLE ·· 
;.YQUN_G :PEOPLES' ·FREEWILL BAPTIST LEAGUE .. .. . . 

Ora Mae McKinney Davis, Editor 
(Fourth · Q.uarter, 1930.), 

'J.=====. =. ====. =. ==============-\ 
Our ·Motto:--The Kingdom of God First."-Matt: 6:33. 

· December 7, 1930 
.The.:Best, Christmas Gifts 

2 Cor. 8.1-5. 
DAILY READINGS . 

Ded. 1. Gifts That ·Help. 2 Cor. 9:8-11 
Dec. 2. Gifts That :Please. Gen.·37:1-3 
Dec .3. Gifts That Cheer. Matt.•2:1-U 
!Dec: .4. Gifts Thit are Not Burdensome 

2 Cor. 9:1---5. . .. · 
Dec. 5. Gifts .We Enjoy Giving.' 

2 Cor. 9: .6--7' " 
Dec. 6. Gifts That Express Love 

2 Cor. 8:1•9 
Dec. :7, .Gifts, That. Represent Christ 

2 Cor. 9:12---15 

ven'our thoughts are heard-in heat' 
en." 'What then is 'the value of serl 
ous thinking? The thought you . put 
'forth as you buy your gift may be 
"Of more valuethan even·the glft'itsdf. 
::The ai1gels know your thoughts, 'they · · 
'know mine ·too; and God ls able to 
use our thoughts . In . every gift· we 
send, until ·the person to whom the 
.gift· is sent will fe€1 · the divine toucl 

· •of ·1ove, folded 'away sweetly by the. 
gentle hand of the Lord ls a thonght. 

·It may havebeen a serious, precious 
thought,' urit!I 'it hns power enough to 
bring before the receiver of the· gift n 
:tender, touching •picture of the Christ 
child, in a rude, cold manger with no 
where to Jay His tiny head of glory , 
save ouly on His-mdthier'sarm, ·'Lord 
Jesus, if 'we have been failures in the 
past, help us·to cautiously consider 
the future as we, select· our Christmas 
.gifts, for a true Christmas spirit rle· 
mands.proper cons!cleratlon, 
and -selection of gifts. · 

prayer 
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beautiful,giving? ·: 
WEDNESDAY-,- Olfts That .Cheer. 

: Matt. 2; 1-11. "Gold· and' frankincense 
and .myrrh" (v. 11);•".:·Perhaps· :God 
·meant that ·the •gifts of' the wise. men 
to the Christ child should be typical 
·of· t·he ,gifts tliat express· love and .ad 
oration, and Goodwill, · ·surely they 

· were gifts, fit ·for. a King! If. we are 
.thoughtful.. we shal] try to· make our 
gifts express ourselves, ·our thoughts, 
our feelings, our Jove toward another. 
Even our hopes and prayers s!H111lrl 
.embrace the crodle, a rude manger 
with· its rough · bedding of hay and Questicn, How docs our influence 

·MONDAY--Gifts That Help. ·2 Cor, straw, while ·,vi•apped 'in· swadling go with on:· Christmas gifts? Why? 
9:8-11. Christmas is a good time to clothes lay the small Prince of Glory. l~RIDAY- Gifts We Enj_oy Giving. 
help thoso in need of material assis- ·His only pillow was His mother's arm (2 Cor. 9:G, 7). ,1 c-hccrful. yli•cr 
tance. Tho'fundamental spirit of as she cuddled Him'close to herbosom (v Z). The best gifts we can give 
Christmas Is that o(giV!ng, · We ·have Ah, the blossom of Goel! These 'thots are those into which we put ourselves, 
Christmas ·because God ·loved , the should encircle ach and every gift· wc the work of our bands or our brains. 
world and shared Him$elf in· the per- wrap, or tie, or decorate to senrl to All 'the time we are preparing them 
son of His Son. · :Christ lo:ved us· and . another. Vto should try to make we hnve the joy of giving, we are 
shar.ed Hls life .with• us in order that each gift ·flt for the one to whom it' ls thinking or those whom we shall 
His. fellowship might fit us for His given, that H may cheer and -inspire, me,ke-glad, and when they receive om· 
heavenly home with.. the, Father, when and comfort, else why give it at all? . gifts they. a_ re happy, not only tor the 
thls·life.fsdone ... The·SPirito.fJesus o Fal 1 1 • · ur, . t 1er, may we not spo 1 t lo joy·. '_;;:ifts, but even for the .. thought. and 
Prompts , us .t:0-. sh.· · 'ar'c• : a·oo•s · blessings·· - h" · ' · · of C ristmas by giving thoughtlessly. love, and the definite personal effort 
with·others, in,recognition·of His t 1 it , ,ay we pu ourse ves n o our gifts which they represent, scarcely realiz 
orea.test gift to the world. Our· Lord, b 1 d 0• • y pray ng as we sen forth the gifts Ing that prayer made the gifts appear 
may we prove our gratitude for· aU of love and rmbrance of the Christ- even more attractive. Our Father, thou .hast_ shared with . us, by sharing 'child of Bethlehem. help us to understand and to know the with others the bTcsslngs thou. hast Question. In what way does tho Spira or Christ better this Christmas given us. mnnger represent humility? as we prepare tor ·giving in personal 
Question. ·what· blessing has Goel THURSDAY~ Gifts That Are.Not service.which even our circumstances given to us that· w c can best share Burdensome (2 . Cor .. 9 :.1-5). l\Iake alJow. : There are so many ·out of with others? 
TUESDAY , Gift Th t Pl G . up beforehand your bounty" ( v. · 5). work and many cry for bread. ·u - s a • ease, en. 

When Christmp,s.•becomes burdensome you can spare only a five cent loaf of 
37:1-3. A coat of many.colors" (v.3). · b \.. it is no longer, .true Chr.lstmas giving. read, n · 11011nd · of sugar, or even a Utility need not be decreased by beau When it· no longer means a joy.to.the small jar of fruit; the one thing ·to be ty. Beauty is just as·useful;. and r · - · · ·· · · · ,gl:ver · he·-has :lost ·the splrtt·and 'tbc rtmembered. ts pre=rc your gift ht when both are c:i)mblii'ed, the gift Is . ,,~ 
most appropriate and beautiful. Th% 'blessing·of Christmas, . When ·wc put Jesus• 11ame nncl with each bundle 
time and money spent In making off• the preparation of' Christmas gifts utter a prayer. · The .widow that gave 

until all Is confusion and·· nervous. ex- her mite (Ill! l)e;r Jiving) •·vas "leRsed Christmas gifts attractive are not , u 
wasted. A basket of apples , a bag ·haustion to ourselves and those, from more' than au the others who gave· 
of flour, or even coin may be greatly whom we buy, Christmas does more large gifts into .the treasury. A. girt 
increased In value as a gift It made ha.rm to us them good, for even in. tho though small, if. given with cheer and 
attractive by appropriate wrappings, purchase ,cf the gifts there does •not· ex- prayer, Is. worth far more in God's 
decorations, and the manner of pres- ist a fen·ent, prayerful spirit · thn:t sight -thnn a costly. gift given without 
entatlon. Grant, O Lord, that we may should be present, even when Christ- tho Spirit of Christ put Into 1t. That 
find our greatest joy and pleasure in mas gifts selected. I wonder ·how· is the real value of your ,Christmas 
giving happiness to others.' ·many-have thought seriously ab·outlhls. gifts, because the, spirit of. Ollristmas 

Question. What is · the seer et of when selecting• y~ur Christmas · stfts, Is <Jhrlst • Himself. 
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Question. How can the unfortu-' Dec. •14. Home Loving, Prov, 31:25-31. 
nate (those who have no work or food) ,MONDAY-Trustworthy (Prov, 31: 
help·to make.others happy? · Th:eir · 10-15). Trusteth in her (v. 11). 
prayers are 'worth just as-much as our· ,A woman.has a right, to change her 

'' prayers-».And+their; sorrows, shotild inind;' so has every one else. But no 
be remembered by us all, and mingled one has a right to betray a. trust. No 
with all our joys, yet, after all there one has a. right to be undependable. 
is something they can do that will ·No one has a right to reveal a secret 

, take others glad, what is it? without the permission of those con 
SATURDAY- Gifts That Express cerned. No one has a right to" pre- 

, Love (2 Cor. 8:1-9). They. gave of tend, to deceive, to misrepresent. No 
thell' own a-ecorcl {v. 3). Who cares o!le has a right to make a promise 
for a gift that is given only, that without the absolute intention to keep 
another may be received in return? it. . -Loyalty is the first necessity of 
Who cares for a gitt that expresses, happy companionship with the LOrd 
merely an effort to return only a favo,·.?. Jesus and our fellowmen. Teach Uri 
Such. gifts bring no joy, either to. these words. Father, To be trusted is 
th l i t, th h .: .a.g1caterT<rmpliment·th1u1,•Jo·be lmJed. ose. w10.·g ve,or, o ose w o re- 5 Q 'tM''' 'iyh i ·{ 1 ... · ,· ·. · ·" · ues on. a can we Io, t mt 
r.el,·e. In reality they are no girts at t t , -· • · · o .uers may rus us more 
llfl. They only substitute for giving, · 

· · '. 'FUESDAY- Indus:t.riom1 (Ruth 2 
4n the true spirit of Christmas.; Give 17-23). he gleaned in the field untit 
,at Christmas only th:i,t which you wish evening (v. 17). A young.man said 
·to give, hoping to receive nothing ln to na young woman, "I do not believe 
·.return. Giant unto us, O God; that that the girls of today know what a 
• the spirit of trade:may not replace the; needle is for." And she quickly ami 
;Spirit of Christ in our hearts at Christ- ered, "Of course we do!" Not many 
: mas time. · :.-sdf-respecting young women now are 

Questio~. Children, young people!·,. willing to be supported wholly by the 
You all have a gift to give to Jesus.·. labor of others, receiving all from a 
Christ , was a. Christmas gift to us. ; world to which they give nothing, 
How many are to give,to Jesus,a gift:] Idleness is the vay to dissatisfaction, 
this.Clristmias?: (It is your soul) F.restlessness,' mischief, and misery. 

SUNDAY- Gifts That Represent··We enjoy ourselves only in our work, 
Christ (2 Cor. 9:12-15). His unspeak- ·our doing is our enjoyment. Dear 
able gift (v. 15). All om· Christmas ·Lord, may each of us he worth some 
giving should in some way remind us ·thing to others . in what we can do. 
and. our friends of Him who brought In our best manner may we pay our 
Christmas into the world. Why should· own way, asking God for strength and 
a Christian Ss';::-:l even , a Christmas . ; gr_ace me:asu_red out for each day, in 
card that carries nothing of the true · His will, His way. 
message and meaning of Christmas• .. ·, ·, QueStion. . Wl~at is the greatest 
tide? O Christ, who loved. us'and· 4©ed we can do for others? 

. WEDNESDAY--Thrifty (Prov, 31: 
16-24). Her merchandise is profita 
be" (v. 18). A young married woman 
said, "I am not interested in saving. 
The more I spend,' 'the' harder my 
husband will have to work to pay the 
bllls." An· older and wiser woman 
who heard her, remarked, "I wonder 
what her lmsband thinks about it? 
Already the foundations or that home 
are shaky. Even the home life and 
work is a co-operative enterprise, and 
It cannot survive long on any other 
basis, O God, that made the world, 
who ceaslessly watches to sustain it, 
grant that each of us may gladly do 
his or her part in all the walks of 
life, that each strive to do his or her 
duty. 

Question. In what way can we be 
. thl'lfty, in accordance with God's will? 

THURSDAY--Generous (1 Sam. 25: 
2-42). S'he reacheth forth her hands 

,who gave thyself for us, may we give· 
·unto thee the central place in our 
minds and our: hearts during all the 

, Christmas season. May our thoughts 
:and ·our gifts be Inspired of thee by 
the memory of thine own self as a · 
gift to us. 

Question, What is the real Divine 
Spirit of Christmas? 
Benediction-Tho Lord watch be 

tween me and thee, when we are ab 
sent one from another. 

December 14, 1930. 
What a Young Woman Should Be 

Proverbs 31 :10-31. 
DAILY READINGS 

Dec. 8. Trustworthy. Prov. 31:10-16. 
Dec. 9, Industrious, Ruth 2:17-23. 

· Dec. 10. Thrifty. Proverbs 31:16-24. 
Dec. 11. Generous. 1 Sam: 25:2-42. 
Dec. 12. Modest Genesis ·24:61-67. 
Dec. 13. Religious. Luke 10:38-42, 

to the needy (Prov, 31:20). A stingy 
hand is always the instrument of a. 
selfish: heart,: Generosity,-a.desire to 
ielp, a recognitioh of '#oithfni the 
humblest and poorest, o. preparedness 
to serve.in time of need, these are the 
marks of a disposition that always 
cheers. and a soul of whose comradship 
one never tires. Teach us, 0 God, to 

,· live for others, and that our opportu 
nities never shall be limited, 

Question. How can we be most gen 
ercus to those· around us? 
FRIDAY- Modest (Gen.- 24:61-67) . 

She took her veil and covered herself 
(v. 65), Modesty is every woman's 
treasure,·, It. may_,,b,e expressed. in 
different 'ways and in different ages, 
hut the nature of modesty itself never 
changes.. Ms priceless value is ·never 
discounted. When , modesty (self 
rc1:1pect) is lost, all. that ·women hold 
most dear, and that men prize most in 
womanhood is, gone. Modesty is 
always attractive, even to those who 
have it not. Help us, Lord, to always 
be our best selves. May our desire 
to be courteous and polite and cheerful 
never make us cheap. May we always 
win with self-respect or lose with 
honor; We thank thee for the glory 
of. true womanhood,' 

Question. At what value does God 
place womanhood? 
SATURDAY~ Reilgious Luke 10: 

38-42). A woman that fearcth Jeho· 
veh, she shalt be praised (Prov.31:30). 
Human happiness has no perfect secu 
rity but. freedom, freedom none but 
virtue, virtue none but knowledge; 
and neither freedom nor virtue, nor 
knowledge has any vigor, or immortal 

·hope, except in. the, principles of the 
Christian faith.. ·women of today owe 
most everything in their lives that is 
worth having to Christian living and 
the taith that others/had in the cen 
'turies gone by.. Life and religion 
are one. Neither is of much value 
when separated from the other, O 
God, wilt thou always be to us the 
most real thing e know. May our 
relation to thee be to us the most im 
portant thing we have. May the 
knowledge and worship of thee be the 
most glorious thing we undertake in 
our homes or out of them: 

Question. In what way can a wom 
an make her home an altar unto the 
Lord? · · · 

SUNDAY- Home Loving (Prov. 
31:25-31). She looketh well to the 
.ways of lier husband(v.-27). The 
kcreatest work iri.which a woman can 
engage is the making of a real home 
.for herself and for. those she loves, 



r~ IL. 
! ·-Jiome. ·.'JtaniUy li!e will. be at, an end· 

when homes are no longer cherished. 
, · ,Constant love, abiding joy, and undis 

turbed peace and rest do not lire out 
.side the home, Lord Jesus, we thank 
·thee for the example or thy lite within 
the home of a carpenter; a man of 
humble trade.. May we never forget 
that Be it ever so humble there's no 
place liko home." May each of us tun 
derstand she has a part in making the 
home what it ought to be. And may 
we all realize this as the .the greatest 
thing we shall ever do. 

Question. ·In each and every home 
·there should be erected a. family:altar., 
How can it be dore. When? 

·BENEDICTION:-- 

r 
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December 21, 1930. 
Joy To The World 

Luke 2.13, 14; Eph. 5:19, 20. 
DAILY READINGS 

Dec. 15. God's Love. John 3:16-21. 
Dec. 16, God's Nearness. John 1:1-14. 
Dec. 17, God's. Forgivness. John 1:29-34 
Dec. 18. God's Power. Phil, 4:8-13. 
Dec. 19. God's Example. ph. 4:11-15, 
Dec. 20., God's Purpose. Luke 2:8-12. 
Dec. 21. God's Pinn. Matt. 2:1-12. 

MONDAY-God's Love (John 3:16 
21). For God so loved the world that 
Ile gave His only begotten Son (v.16). 
The gladdest message the world has 
ever received is the assurance that God 
loves us and desires our good. The 
angels from heaven sang in the Beth 
lehem sky, of good will toward men, 
The star was the direct sign which 
the Lord Himself should give as a 
signal of God's love. 
One lone star to mark the cradle, 

Of a manger cold and bare; 
Only straw within for comfort, 
While the angels· watched with care. 
I wonder how many would ·really 

love to have seen that lowly place 
· where Christ was born? It may have 
been a cold, cheerless stable with the 
cold wind sweeping through, while no 
doubt the moon-beams peeped through 
the large open space between rude logs. 
There was no stove in which to make 
a fire, the moment of distress had come, 
for almost we can hear Joseph saying, 
"This Is to be the King of glory. O, 
we had hoped to have things in order 
when Jesus should lie born, 'but now 
that the time Is here, we are far away 
from our own home, and I have sought 
in vain for a place of comfort.for Mary 
but alas, it must be God's purpose for 
it to be just as it is." And so it was. 

·God watched, waited, then with sim 
pliclty a gentle loving hand placed a 
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;beautiful star just above this lowly 
'place where»lay God's only begotten 
Son, just a· Babe, but our Savior; 

Question. Have you ever realized 
how much God loved us? 
-' TUESDAY---God's nearness (John 
1:1-14), And the word became flesh 
and dwelt among us" (v. 14). The 
salvation of Christ fills with joy and 
hope. Is it no wonder the wise men 
worshiped the new-born King? Is It 
not wonderful that the shepherds 
heard the angels singing and beheld 
'their beauty, at the birth of Jesus? 
Yes, the bells of heaven rang, 

Yes, the blessed angels sang: 
Christ is.born, 'tis Christmas morn; 
Peace on earth,· good will towardmen. 

· God gave· to the world a very prl'· 
clous Gift, His only Son. What ha :e 
we to give in return? God's nearness 
has been demonstra.ted to us in tho 
p rson of His Son. We have. .been 
made nigh unto God by the blood of 
Christ, and "in God we live, and move, 
nd have our· being." 

Question. How can we reflect God? 
WEDNESDAY--God's Forgiveness 

(John 1:29-34). Taketh away the 
sin of the world (v. 29). The Jewish 
people had supposed that the guilt of 
God the life of a lamb without 
sin could be removed by offering to 
blemish. Jesus came with the glad 
message from God, and John . pointed 
him out as the Lamb of God, tho One 
who could take away sin by His own 
precious blood. We thank thee O God, 
for the love that really. forgives. May 
we believe in Him who shed His blood 
for our sins, that by that blood we may 
be cleansed from all our sins. 

Question; How many would truly 
love to beoome God's child? 
THURSDAY-God's Power (Phil. 4: 

8-13). The Divine Spirit who lived 
in Jesus will live in• each of us in just 
the degree In which we make room 
for Him, receive Him, and obey Him. 
When Jesus was born there was no 
room found for Him at the inn, is 
there in your life for Him? He does 
not transform · us into perfect beings 
who cannot sin, but He gives us power 
to become children of God, yielding to 
His influence, and obeying Him In all 
things; we grow in grace and a knowl 
edge of Him. ' A child cannot walk 
when it first tries, it ls.apt to stumble 
and fall; so a young Christian is apt 
to fall, but Jesus has promised to be 
with us to help in every time of need. 
How·.may we become the children 

of God? 
·Question. How may we grow, and 
ren.ch the full measure of Christ? 

, . FRIDAY-God's Example : (Eph. 4: 
-11-15). "Unto the mea.vure of• the 
stature of the fulness of Christ" ( v,13) 

0Wo know what a human life ought. to 
be and what a human ll!e may become 
when lived in fellowship, with God. 
Our example.is the life of Jesus. He 
has set a copy for each of us to repro 
duce. · God desires that we shall grow, 
not always remaining babes and chil 
in spiritual experience, but reaching 
maturity; that is, reaching the full 
measure of developement in the full• 
ness of Christ, How long In our own 
churches and young people's work 
shall we remain babes to be cuddled. 
and pette,d, and humored?' When shall 
'WO become strong so that others may 
lock to us for comfort and strength? 
Since Chri; has been made known to 
Us, may we be satisfied with nothing 
lesii than the llkenesa ot Him in our 
lives day by day. 

Question. How may we grow, reach 
'iug the full measure of Christ? 

SATURDAY-- God's Purpose (Luke 
2:8-14). God nude man to resemble 
Him in likeness. If we are to reflect 
God and live to His glory and honor. 
we must be like Him. God made us 
all to live and . work together. Only 
when we live according to God's pur 
pose can we h. happy. Only when we 
work together can we make progress. 
Only when we recognize Gad as the 
universal Father· of all living can the 
world. know. permanent peace, .Our 
Father, may thy great love for. us, re 
vealed in .thy gift on that first Christ 
mas day, shame us out of our jealousy, 
envy, and selfish ambitions that cause 
suspicion and hatred, and strife. 

Question. How many will do with 
out somethlugj this Chistmas, in order 
that some little boy or girl might have 
a Christmas gift, in memory of ·the 
lowly birth of·Jesus? 

SUNDAY---God's Plan (l\latt.2:1-12). 
God' plan from beginning of creation 
has been to make a world that will 
fully express Himself. AU that we 
see· are the garments of God, or per 
haps we 'could say, the body in which 
God lives, and works. 'The end of all 
creation with Its highest form is man, 
who is made in the Image of God, 
Thus Christ humbled Himself. to be 
come a man· and who took upon Ii-Im 
se!f the form bf a servant. He came 
in the flesh that He might give His own 
• blood to redeem man, to bring man 
backc to God, from whence man had 
strayed, "Being made nigh unto God 
by the blood of Christ." Thus Christ 
came to this world to restore to God 
that which was lost. Man had diso 

I 
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beyed and had · committed · treason 
against the divine laws of God. Jesus 
came to 'restore and pardon. 

Question.. How many will strive 
and work to be :like Jesus? 

BENEDICTION:- 

in the coming year? 
WEDNESDAY--Our Own Strength. 
(Deut, ·1118-25). To:prove:thee to 
know what,is in,thy·heart (Deut. 8:2). 
If the past year ·hs not .. taught ·us 
:sorrie new ,things that we can do, if it 
has,,not.opened to us,some new; oppor 
tunity lnto wl;lich we entered, we have 
been. very careless .indeed. .If, we re- 

. member no. ·,obstacles ,which we ,have 

. December 28, 1930. 
Things This ·Yar Has Taught Us 

• .Deut.-8 :1-11. 
DAIL)' READINGS 

;Dec. 22. God's Care. of Us. Deut. 8: 1-10. overcome, .if .we:have •.Won no moral 
Dec. 23. Our Own Weakness. Deut. 9; ·battles ,Of which. we. are. conscious, our 

6-19... 1tves have.been lacking in purpose and 
Dec. 24. Our Own Strength. Deut, 11: ··Ieroism. .But if .we. hn,ve :been·· loyal 

. 8-25. to the best ,we have known, if we pave 
Dec. 25. Our Need of ~d. Deut. 8: 11_18 walked :with Christ upon the heights 
Dec .. 26. God's Discipline. Deut, ll:l-7. where the view.is clear and .the air ts 
.Dec. 27. God's .. Progressive Purpose, ·clean,·we have gained spiritual ·vision 

which •will enable us .to· reach new. eie- Deut. 10:12-22. · 
Dec. 28. Assurance of the Future. • · vations of Christian experience , and 

. Deut. 11: 26-32. ChrisUike .service during the year 
MONDAY-God's Care of Us (Deut. into which .we are .about to enter.· 

8:1-10). Jehovch thy God hath led So .long as we live we must•.grow. 
thee· (.v. 2). How grateful we are at the We thank t4ee Father,, for what we 
end of the year for God's loving care have learned of good and righteous 
over us! Many times we seemed to ncss In the year ·that has enclosed· .in 
walk alone, many times the way was its swift moments of time .our joys 
dark, and we seemed to walk bliridly, and our sorrows. . Enrich our lives 
but now we look back over the path during the coming year.by our making 
by which we have come, arid we know f<ome other life sweeter .and better, . 
that God's hand was leading us every _Question. ,Ho,w · can we make the 
step of the way. 'Many of the expe- lives of others brighter .the coming 
riences we 'dreaded most we know now year? " ' . 

to have been our greatest blessings. THURSDAY-Our Need of God 
Some of the things which still puzzle ·(Deut. 8:11-18). ·Man .doth: not '.live 
us and grieve us, sometime we shall lly brcacl alone (Deut. 8:3). If mate 
understand. God never fails Hts.own · al things could ·have satisfied our 
Help us, O God, to believe we cannot ·wants, .then the Christ .need not have 
understand; help us to walk by faith, come into the world and there never 
unafraid when we cannot see the way. would •have been the first.Christmas 

Question., In what way has God most day. He .Is the true Bread ·which 
tenderly cared for you in the past cometh down, from God out of heaven. 
year? · He. giveth life unto .the whole world. 
'TUESDAY-- Our Own •Weakness If we haveollved.the past year.out of 
(Deut. 9:6-19). That He might humb1~ .fellowship with God, our·souls have 
tee (Deut. 8:2). God . never tempts been., starved. and we have become 
men to do·wrong, but-He cannot leave weaklings; but If ·our souls have fed 
them to go free without being subject upon His living Spirit through daily 

. to testings ,and trials. If men were .Bible readings, and prayers, ,then• bas 
, 1ncapable of being tempted, they.,would , He lived .In us, and Christmas is some 
be :like machines with no character thing far deeper and richer, .and bet 
and with no fellowship :With God as ter than a holiday O Lord Christ 
their Creator. If.the. trials of the. who was born of Mary at Bethlehem 
.year have revealed to us our own weak- so _long ago,,may we behold,thy gl_ory 
,ness, we should thank God that· .we and enter into . .tby purpose ·for the 
;!lave discovered, our faults •and , en- ,world. · 
deavor.to correct them. This ts the .Question. How, may our. own lives 
way real, genuine character grows.· be sweeter.the coming year? 
.Father, may we be better men and FRIDAY-God's Discipline (Dcut. 

women during the coming year, be 11:1-7). Jehoveh thy God chastcneth 
· cause of the experience of the year thee (Peut. 8:5). A father who never 
, that has passed, May this be true exercised discipline toward his chll 
not only of ·what, we do, but also of dren would ·be :an unworthy -father. 
what we are, He would be merely leaving .them to 

Question. How· may our failings suffer the ,pel}Rlties. of their wrong 
in the past year mean blessings to us doip.gs in a· far more merciless ·way. 

A, real ·father ·warns, corrects, oncour 
ages, and sometimes .must,punish, ff 
God::had not .made ·us so that we. feel 
pain ,,when ,.we Jear.against a.red-hot 
stove,. we :would destroy our O:W!l: 
bodies. unconc!ously. If .God hn.d .not 
made us .so that every sin brings Sor 
rbw :and . suffering, ,we .. would destroy 
our·souls thoughtlessly. .We thank 
,thee·:Lord, ,that· thy·. laws are alwats · 
just;t.thou,.·dost,always, treat us .as:,a. 
·father, . and .we pray that ,we ·.may , 
always, treat thee.as true ·sons..and 
daughters. 

Question. How may.we best hum 
·ble .ourselves to the discipline of. God 
our,heavenly Father? 

SATURDAY--God's Progressive Pur 
pose (Deut. 10:12-2~). Whon · the 
hirdlings' wings have grown the 
mother hird , pushes·· them .out of the 
nest, The eagle takes her young upon 
her back and flies toward the open 
sky. Then suddenly swoops down 
ward, leavlhg them dependent· upon 
the ,support or their own wings. It .is 

.the law .of all life. God ·does ·not 
want us ,to. always ,be .moral and spir 

. ltual. Jmbes. . He does not wish us to 
always, be satisfied with little tasks_ 
Not only are we to stand with Him. 
but we are to walk ,with Him. Walk 
. ing..means. progress. That fs wht 
time is ·for. Our Father,· we thank 
thee ,for Him .who. said, r am the· 
way. .We · are not blind. We. kno.w 
the way to go. Help us. to walk -In: 
the .way of Christ. Help us to .not:be 
content In standing still, but may ,we 
as true. soldiers· keep· marching. ·for 
wrd in the.r anks of all the young 
people who stand ,for· God. 

Question, In what way may Lhelp 
those who cannot help themselves? 

SUNDAY-Assurance of the Future 
(Deut. 11:26-32). Jehovch thy. .God 
bi-inueth thee into a good land ( Deut. 
$:7). There is assurance for .the 
futre in God's love, and care in the 
past. 
To Him who reigns. above the sun 

_A thousand years,are but a. day, 
Tis better a lowly deed were done, 
And ,kept. the .humble way, 

The rust will find the sword .of fame, 
The dust will hide the crown: . 

.Ay, none shall hang so high his name, 
Time shall not tear it .down, 

The happiest heart that ever beat 
Was .In some quiet breast 

That found the common things so 
,sweet; 

And left to heayen .the rest. 
Question. In what way .may we,be 

fully aware of God's love ,and protec- 
tion in the future? ' ' 
BENEDICTION: 
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Lesson.XII :Dcc.'21, .1930 
» Christmas lesson 

Luke 2-1-20 
'Topic:---The Message of the 

Angels. 
Golden Text--Unto you is born this 
day, in the city of David, a Savior,' 
which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11. 
Prncticnl Truth--Jesus di_ed for the 

rsdemption of every person. 
.Outline--!. The birth of Jesus. 

II. Jesus' birth announced to shepherds. 
III. The angel's song. 
IV. The shepherds' visit to Jesus. 

. Time-- December B. C: 5. 
lace-. Bethlehem. 

r 
! 

Introduction. Only Matthew 
and Luke give an account of Jesus' 
birth. The first appearance of 
Jesus in Mark's record is when he 
presented himself to be baptized 
of John in Jordon. John's Gospel 
begins with the pre-incarnate exist 
ence of Jesus and refers to his birth 
only in these words, "The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us (1: 
14). Both Matthew and Luke 
make it plain that Jesus was, horn 
of a virgin.according to Isaiah 7:14, 
and that He was begotten by the 
Holy Ghost. And both records 
tell how, before His birth, Jesus 
was announced to be the Son of 
God, the Savior of the world. 
In Matthew, the ancestry of Jesus 

as the royal son of David, is traced 
back to Abraham. Luke traces His 
descent back to Adam as the repre 
sentative of the human race, The 
world's peace, good will and joy can 
not he produced by the world itself· 
they must be brought by a Savior. 
Christ's coming to earth was the 
greatest event in the history of the 
world-it proved God's good-will to 
ward men, and brought the peace 
of God to the hearts of men; • thus 
brought peace among men. If the 
peace of God rules in our hearts, we 
will follow things which make for 
peace. 
Commentary--I. THE.BIRTH 

oF JESUS (VS 1-7). God uses many 
very effective ways of leading.peo 
ple to the right place at the right 
time. Bishop Hall once said, "Every 
creature walks blindfold; only 

He that dwells in light knows whith 
er we go." Jesus was born at Bethle 
hem, and He could· not_be born 
there if his parents reinained at 
Nazareth. A little longer .stay at 
Nazareth and the prophecy would 
have failed, but certainly there wus 
no intention oa Mary's purt, nor on 
Joseph's part to fulfil the prophecy,' 
nor was it the purpose of Ceasar 
Augustus to fulfil prophecy when 
he issued the decree that every 
citizen should go to his or her city 
and register that they might be 
taxed. Ceasar 's purpose was simply 
to tax the people, but. Joseph and 
Mary were brought to Bethlehem 
at just the right time that Jesus 
should be born in the City or David. 
The large company .of people who 
were in Bethlehem at this time, in 
obedience to the emperor's decree, 
had taken up all the room at 
the inn. so Joseph and Mary found 
shelter in a place where the do 
mestic animals were housed. Often 
the same roof covered the place· 
where the family lived and the place 
where the animals were lept. The 
stable where Jesus was born might 
have been a part of the inn, or it. 
may have been u part . of some 
home in Bethlehem. 
IL. JESUS' BIRTH ANNOUNCED TO THE 

SHEPHERDS (VS 8-12). Sheep raising 
was an important occupation in the 
region of Bethlehem. The people liv 
ed in towns und villiages, but 
shepherds watched and guarded the 
flocks day and night against robbers 
and wild beasts. No doubt these 
shepherds, like Simeon, were among 
those who waited for the "con 
solation of Israel." Perhaps they 
beguiled the tedious hours with . 
meditation and conversation con 
cerning 'the "Coming Oae,'' and 
were prepared somewhat for the ' 
unexpected visit. Thus was Nathan 
ael engaged, all alone but not 
unseen, in unconscious preparation 
for his first interview with Jesus. 
So was John the Revelator on 
Ms lonely rock "in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day," prepared for hearing the 
voice of the· Son of man. .But if the 
shepherds were the first, the sages 

were the first from afar to see the 
new-born king. Yes, on that very 
day. in the right place, '.'in the city 
of David," unto them. unto us. unto 
all the .world a child was horn. ft 
Savior was given-not One who is to 
be 'a Savior, hut Oae who is 
Savior. The shepherds were to find 
Him whose goings forth had been 
from of old, irom everlasting; Him 
whom the heaven of heavens could 
not contain, "a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger" 
III. Tm ANGEL's SONG_ (vs 13, 

14). Suddenly the aagel who had 
brought the message of joy to the 
shepherds was joiaed by a multitude 
of the heavenly host,'' to let it he 
known how this event is regarded in 
heaven, and !lhonld be regarded on 
earth. The first note of their trans 
porting hymn was, "Glory to God," 
which the new-born babe was to' 
bring. The second note was. "Peace 
on earth," the third, "Good will to 
ward men." Peace with God is the 
supreme nerd of this fallen world 
of men. To bring this in was the 
prime errand of the Savior to this 
earth, and with it descends the "Good 
will" of the Father to rest upon 
men; as upon the Son with whom 
God is well pleased, 
IV. Tr SHEPHERDS' ViSsrT TO 

JESUS (VS 15-20). The message or 
the angel and the chorus of the 
heavenly host had greatly inpressed 
the shepherds, and they were hun 
gry to know more of the Savior 
whom the angel had announced. 
They did not say, "Let us go and 
see if this be true." They had no 
misgivings, so they said. "Let us go 
and ·see this thing which is come to 
pass." They went with 'haste and 
found it according to the words 
of the angel, and when the} had 
seen they made known all that they 
had heard and seen concerning the 
Christ child, and they glorified unud 
praised God for it all. The message 
Mary received from the shepherds, 
together with the words of the 
angel to her (Luke 1:32-33) and the 
words of the angel to Joseph (Mitt 
1:21) she pondered in her· heart . 
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Lesson XIII .. Dec. 28,.1930. takes wisdomJrom:aboveto be good 
· Review: .: n parents. 

Tho l~nttern o[ Christion Uvin(:;;, . 1 JIT. Topic: .How Wisciom Depends. 
(Reading Lesson: Heb .. 12:1-10;).-: · 1; on Character. Became Simeon nnd 
lle,·otional Uendin,::: Matt. 6:3-16.: Anna lived · close to God and were· 
Topic:....;FellowHhip with Christ, truly interested in the coming of the 
Practical Truth---To walk with Gocf, Messiah. the Holy Ghost f(ave them, 

is the greatest privilege give·n to men~:· wisdom a11rl insi~ht 1w1 posses~ed. 
Time--,'J:he period , ~ovNed hy .the by other,c., The ·same holy living 

lives studied during the quarter just d;communion with God acconnts 
cJ031ng-1_s the firstfiftrfiveyearsofthe· fur.;the deei> Si>iritual. knowle<l"e Christiaii'eru.''· ' .ya s 
.:i :r: ,_________ •·:, ·oJ[ ofren .. exhihited hy otherwise 
lntro,~uction--~-D11ri11g :Jl1h1. 111ilem11t·d persous. "Blessed are the, 

qt irter we have studied the Ii"~~; pure in, heart, for they shall see 
of nineteen men, one of whom was God?l 
11 Gentile. 111111 St'\'t'll w1>111P11 •• Th~se •IV.· :Topic: , [\faking Prohihitinn 
lives coyererd l>eriod,of ahout ~QOO, Effoc1ive and Perim111e111. It is told. 
years. frp111 ~h1111t B.,c. l99H lonlH)ut 
A. D 5Q .. f•:ach,per~on's lifwshpws 
th,,1t,lif!1,l;\'i1lrn11t God .hi i11co111plete, 
1111d lhat,/iod's ,prese11ce and power,, 
in the li,fe,.mr1ltes Sl1C!Ct'ssf11I, wonh--, 
while living. Many.of these,,hind, 
{sllowship with Christ in .the flesh, , 
1hut that was not all _1 lrnt was '!ee_1_lt;'1~.11 am 11ow.pre11chi11g w hert .. I have long 
PtJ.ter r111d. ,Judas had bt>_~,n wi\l,~_•he" wh,hed to he,·with the devil under 
Lord: P~i,er 1_le11ieil Him, mid:Jrnlas, my:feet ,", Whell'Christ arose from 
'betrayed, lHim. \,{The,coming.gf,the,, the»dead He. had Satan under His 
Holy Spjrit ;1fter Christ's asc·e11_:-iio11,, ft•e.t: I-fo,gave us patterns of the life 

·did what the. bodily presence,of 
Jesus failed to.do. We may,,hve , 
true f ello.wshi p with ChriAt, 1 today., 
·through the Holy Spirit,, and,every,, 
•trne Christian has a meas me of such , 
'fe)lowsl1ip No1w • of the lives we 
have studied were true Christi@s 
until their {hearts, wcre changed,, 
neither -1:nn. ,we, he tru.e.Chri!jtiaus.1 
without, a,change of,heart-,,,,±: 9r 
Summnry,-Lesson L • Tpic:;. 

What.Makes .a Christian,, llome?. 
Zacharias,and Elizabeth,were very· 
devout, persons who served God., 
faithfully; and prayed over,,all the, 
11ffi1ir1-1 or IHe,.~11111.the,Y praved. for,11,; cimtious man • .:Ile proposed to face, 
son. Gud,heard their prayer, and, all,dangers.with Jesus, But».after 
they, became, the., parents of John, the crucifixion he would not believe, 
the Bap1,ist. .Their ti11111)_1ledevo1ion ... th11t .Jesus,w;is ali11e agr1in,11ntilhe, 
c,1 G_11d .und . .their ct111~tn11t, earn.eRt. sa'tl!dlirn.: •,::, ·· .: ·.-,,,.: 
praynsi.110i11t,-.1lw w,,y,to ohtttini11g VIL Topic:,;:Overcoming Raci-;; 
thl-' thing we dt'sir<-' in the will of God, al, P,rt'j udice, F.ait h. opells I he door. 
I[. Tppic; A Mi\lhei:':-1 Infl11e111.;e. to let in the power of .God. It wns 80. 

Mary wus .the,most fal.:'ored. u11101_1g_ when Jesus met the ce11t11rion, who 
W(>men., mJd I hrca.11,e I hr-111ot!wr_.11( 
Jesus, ,,By;her;prayers, meditation, 
and service-.for-her .S,11.11. Mury 11hows. 
u:-1 the ,way tmI,e i,i,,ud pa,rents.: . It 

that a cntai11 · Americun Hal<>"on 
keeper said to a preacher, "Yo11 can 
preach here, if.] may choose the 
pulpit:'' "Right," !-laid the preacher. 
The saloon-keeper set ·him on a. 
whisky lrnrrel, thinking it a great, 
Johe:•• But the preacher..began.. •:•1 

we:•a'rn t1i live-:a·husy,: practical life, 
of fellowship with Him, with the. 
de:vihmder 1,urrfeet 

V. Topic: Bow: Chril;t. Gives. 
Strength.· ·Peter wa8 a nHm with 
a fervid, impetuous,nature. ·He, lov 
ed Christ greatly, but in a11 hour of 
weakness and. con fusion, he denied 
him. His· experie11ce at. Pentecost· 
made hin a· man of ·power. The·: 
me ray thn.t:: provides for salvation, 
al.,llw first,w,ill-kePp 118: :saved. and: 
provides for failures like Peter's : :±. 
. VJ, ·Topic: The. Value and-Peril of 

Do11bt. •, Thomas was, a brave• hut:: 

came lO mm 0111hehulfofhis·st'rvnnt, 
who lay sick6of the palsy,, and:said 
uto Jesus, "Speak .the word only, 
and;: JllY ,.~ervaot shall• be healed.'! 

Real faith'. is ·al Ways rewarded •. 
VIII., Topic:..What 'Following 

Christ Means. . The rich young rul 
er failed utterly when he counted 
the things of earth 'of more value 
than the things of God. Afl depends 
on the choice we inake. We can 
chi>0se Christ. and live, or we can, 
choose the: .world .and die .. 

IX. T°opic: · Making -BusiIH'f's· 
Christian. The -sig11111 of conversion 
are repentance, confession, restitu 
1ion and, benevolence.. .Out of.great 
~inners Jesus can mnl1e great saints. 
Zacchae11s must hnw .. IH'f'11 truly 
-converted, for Jesus snid to him, 
"This day is salvation Cottle to tltis 
l~obse '.' Th'e' inan· niade right. rights'' 
his wrongs,-:+ 
X. Topic: Stephen's Contribution 

10 Ghristianity. 1Stephen \Vas i1 
mighty andreffectivt'' preacher: He 
nrnst have b.t'eri :·aflatne: with'zeal' 
.aud · 1,assiot1 for Christ to press into 
.a fow'years a great'ljfe work.·' By 
his holy::1life1mtd· example. ii mies 
cessful evnngelism, and •Ids spirit 
mid conduct nt•lais death; he helped 
to·wfo to;·Christ' the great'apostle 
•to the Gentiles.··: 

· XL• Topic: Conversion: Its' nature 
a11d Extent: : Conversion is the 
great change whieh 'tnarks llw he-· 
Jl.i11ning of· Chri:mian · life and ser 
vice. -A fler his· co11version, Paul was 
.a much changed rnn11, and could 
say, "I·co1111t. nll t.hiru.!s hut loss, for 
1he:excellen·cy"·of the knowledge 
~1f,Christ,Jes11s·111y·Lord: · for whom' 
I have suffered the·loss of all things; 
nnti·do count thenl'lmt dtmg, that I 
may·wi11·Christ: ·(•Pliil. 3:8).· 

-XB. •:Topici: The Message of the 
Angels. Men were• :not concerned 
ahout the birth of Jesus; but heaven 
was. concerned, and angels were 
sent _to· announce the event. ·The 
announcement was made to hum hie 
shepherds who visited the Child nnd· 
spread the news abroad. 

The first message at the hirih of 
Christ wns ,iJ missionary message. 

•The first message of the risen 
Lord was:a tnissiouary ml-'ssage. 
lhe first, command of the risen 

LonH<i his disciples, was a mission-· 
ary com mond,". ·,: 
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Fallin} of the Leave:s 
I:': I ' ' • ; ,,· , . 

,In f~ont .of Uncle Cliarlie\, ,,fii(·e 
there 'stands a large Maple ±re tont 
d1iri'ng ti1e hot s1111;r"11er ciav,, 11:1~ 
been a comfort, as with its heavy 
f'oliat{e it has hroken the ravs r,f the 
simmer sun. More than once lrv 
I reclined in its 'shade and y 7 
ed into the tree top, watching nae 
bird:- as lhey lwpp_t•d frpm hrmif'11 t.", 
branch, singirn! tlwi.r .1:nori1i111J. 111· 
eveing lay. As .I'i(llzed upo ±he 
tree in all its beauty and,grander 
J. though!, ho~ beautiful is nalu:t;! 
. Today, as I entered• the offici: •I 
noticed the . walk covered. wit l 
leaves, and ns I lool,r:d into the tree 
I noticed the leaves .. were nrnch 
chanaed in appeurnnce., . Instead of 
being a dark .green. they wer.e 
all colors from green to brown. 
Only a few mouths ·ago· each leaf 
was a .very small bnd whose highest 
aim wns to be a full grown leaf, and 
as it grew· to fill a place in.life that 
would lend comfort and protection 

-and at the · same :llrne speak of th; 
greatness of its Maker. . 

. During the last few hollrs, sever 
al boys and girls have entered my 
office for a few momen_ts' · clrnt, and 
occasionally for a Htory, and as I he. 
held their smiling faces. as they 
·stood with their .arms across my 
shoulders, or holding .my hand, I 
.have thought, What.beautHnl buds, 
,just blooming into man and woman 
.hood of life! . I have no <lonbt but 

•. what the desire of each is to become 
· a full grown man or. woman ... · '.,· 

, In order ,that·· they, may accom 
plish their mission and become a 

, blessing, it is necessary they draw 
from the Tree of Life the· necessary 
food for. the . development of, the 
soul which is to blossom into the 
likeness of its. Maker, and become 
a blessing to • man and a glory .. to 

, God. Then when they shall •have 

ripened into old age and are ready 
to drop off, tltey will not drop off 
n'., U1,~ little IPi1ves, lH1t ,vfll1 faith in 

,, .... r . ,' ., 
til:~ir Maker, ;11111 a lrnowledge of 
having filled a useful position in life 
thl'y :can' st,;p inti'> another life, 
anrl i1H;1 an«it!wr ho1ne where they 
will dwell ia thie presence of Him 
who loved them ad gave 'Himself 
for then, 

Grav:!v, Alissogi 
D,:dl' U11de .. ,C:.:,;lt-y:-. I .,i1ii 

yrritizs: to yoty,, as 3,like: vh :er frpon 
the rher boys aid «'cs o€Tote .. ' '' ' . • . .·•' • .. ' ' ' ·. (7' ~ • ' ,, '? .~ ,· ~., • ...._, '., 
Ch,:dic':1 foniily , ,· 

J en. me±'er ot the, 
will Baptist chre!: at Jass Chi 
el., lGer. 'Wipf+u} Davi i; our 
pastor. VW ave ha Fer Will ± pis: 
League of which,.l aim a ire:uber 
of lilt: .ln,nior DPp,!1 l!:ieill W,· ,.tlrn 
have a i!o•>d Sunda;,·· School n\id 
prayer meeting. Elder Noel Turner 
is·my hro{her: He is away from 
hotn(~ now, helpi111) iup r(:!y,iv1-il llear 
Cassville, Mo._ 

. Uncl<' Charlit', I ask you and 
all Cllristimw to pray for me tnat 
may be of service in the Lord's 
work. 

Your friend, 
; .. ,, .• Rnpert,Turuer 

We will pray 'for 'Y11ti:' Ruriert. 
Write 'us again, •a~· we enjoy yoi1r 
letters. Your~. 

Uncle Charlie. 

. Who las Seen he Wind?» 
Who ha~ St't'll the wiml?: 

Neithn. I nor you; . 
But when the lenvPs hang trembling 

,The wiml is pas:-.iut~. through. 
Who has seen the wind? 
Neither :you'· 11or I:· 

· But when· the trees how down tlieir 
· heads, ·: 

: :·,•The:wind is passing by.· 

. The Prodigal Son, or the :,: 
Backslider 

By Kenneth' Turner • 
Through mist11l,;e this nrtldc• wns 

signed "Mrs. Joe TurnC'r, ''. in fhe 
November Gem, wlien·· it shold have 
been Kenneth Turnt·r, who is a EO'n 
of Mrs .• Joe Turner. .., 
(Co11ti1111nl f1on1 Nnvt·mber isrn;) 

· But I began to thik of worldly 
thing~, associating with ·ungcdly 
folhs who caused me to become 
careless and 11q\lt·ctf11I. I 1lit11 fail 
ed to pray and failed to ntted 
reli1tio11s llH'<·tir:/J~. m:d l:t:1, It' I had 
realized it I was indulging in sinful 
things, lnstcvd cf going to clinch, 
I wc·nl t.o th<: 1,;ci::;,· d:cw .. Ot1 
S1rndny I 1· ,-1.t s1, in1111i11;', , 1 111 :c;t:e 
horse aces or tall gins-z3dry 
\." ' ·' "'"'! ll1,1t w:. ·.:1:todliLt•.,. ,UI,. tl:e 

'cl ',V r I l i Ili:-'[)t;, \\'; tJ;:,-d np~-~ :1 \ 'j"f_!,. f_ 1 lipess mad situ ss la is «4 i 
attenilji! a h pf;:,·t:-: r,f, ::n IIH:- 

1\1~• 1. \Ill S1111d:.,1 l Wily 11ct h1•.fo11rrl 
in Sunday S·tool pr inc irg • · • f _) 'I j". (it , I 

L•'ill~'le 11r cln1rcli wnri, iuf• ~•rfllt'. 
kid, woiling fur yor tlessel 
lVIaster, i11:-'.e:!1l of iiidtr:f.iii .i"i,, llii::H~ 
di;gracrf1tl 1iiii•g:-.. \Vli;it ·i:if ,.,,11 
were fotud at a Sund.ry' buse 
hall game or sotie other worldly 
um11:-,•nw111, :rnd i lwr,~ ,, :ii· n11 <'fl· 
por11wity to be af i·l111r<·h, ,1h<-'11 

Je:rns comes back to earth? ] wi~h 
that the tine I have spent iin folly 
at such places could be cbzaged into 
work for our blessed Master, 

When I w:rn· in· Hill I ll'illlld hunt 
for excuse for not livi11i\ right. I 

·,would say, -~ l ca11· w1t,"live a 
Christian life,' and there?is o use 
for Ille to try," What better could 
the devil ll'ish foil ·1·1 t . . t , . 111 !~ JIIS 
what Sutan is tryiug to get into.our 
h.-111is nll tht! tit11P Wt::,•an.livtl'll 
Christian life. God's word tells us 
so. He says that lle\vil.l give us 
grace to overt' [] · . • . (, lllle II temptnll<llll', 
Who would douht Glld's·•prt'cious 
worlfl Tl1· 1 · G d . I . .· c1u 1 0 , for 'those words 
t 1_at are such 11 heir,, 10·11s,ifwe 
will only niist Him and believe He 
w~II help 118 when. we nre -tempted 
~llh worldly thing~ •. : .1• , .•, 

" But h_efore- I cou lei r.elilize. whnt I 
wus dmng, •the di>vi]' hud me flO 
steeped in sin that life'• became 1111• . r 
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' ' 
pleasant, and so miserable that 
when I did attend church I felt a 
desire for God's presence, and I 
wished I could take the stand with 
the Chrietians. Thank God for His 

-convicting power, for it has made 
me what I am today. There is 
nothing in this world that will bring 
happiness like God's love. True 
happiness is found only in a di, 
vine love being applied to your 
heart. 

I think you will all agree with 
me, that life is more rniserahle when 
you backslide, because we vend in 
Matt. 12:45 that "the last state 
of that man is worse than the 
first." 

Dear people, it grieves our Heav 
enly Father when we turn him 
away and do wickedly. If you were 
the parent of a dear little child, 
and it was precious in your sight and 
you loved that child dearly; if it 
grew up into a young man or wom 
an, and it would turn you down, 
leave home, and indulge in the 
wickedness of this world. Don't you 
suppose it would grieve you? Sure it 
would! You would beg it to 
come bach home; you would never 
rest as long as it was away. Yon 
would still love that child. You 
would forget about all other folks 
and think of that one you so 
dearly loved, just as the shepherd 
who left his ninety and nine sheep 
and went to seek for the lost one. 

How much more would it grieve 
our Heavenly Eather if one of his 
children•would turn him away. and 
do as the child did its earthly 
parent I 

So, if you are not right in God's 
sight, won't you decide to say "no" to 
sin, and turn to the one who so 
freely suffered and died for your 
.sins? What it time would cease 
hereon earth at this moment? How 
would the Lord find us? That 
would be an awful moment if we 
are living a sinner. On the other 
hand it will be a happy moment if 
we are true children of God. 

May God help the poor backslider 
to stop and turn back as the prodi 
gal son did! 

The Benefit of True Religion 
To Mankind 

, ' 
By Eliabeth Garner 

First, I will give my definition 
of true religion, which is "loving, 
serving and obeying the Lord with 
fill our heart, soul. mind and 
strength." 

I am sure when we love, serve 
and obey the Lord to the extent 
or which I have just mentioned, we 
will surely have true religion. 

The subject upon which I am 
going to write a few words is won 
derful to me. As I think of how 
great a benefit true religion is to 
mankind I don't know whether there 
can he words found to express its 
greatness. 

True religion is procured by the 
gospel being preached. The gospel is 
a revelation of the grace of God 
to fallen man through a Mediator; 
or, it is a wise, a holy and a gra 
cious Constitution of God, for the 
recovery of fallen, sinful and miser 
able man from that deplorable 
state into which sin had brought 
him, by sending his own Son, Jesus 
Christ, in the flesh, to obey his law 
which man had broken; to make a 
proper atonement for sin by his 
death, and thus to procure pardon 
and the favor of God, and eter 
nal happiness for all that believe 
and repent and receive the gos 
pel salvation; together with a 
promise of the Holy Spirit to work 
this faith and repentance in their 
hearts, to renew their sinful natures 
unto holiness to form them on earth 
fit for this happiness and to bring 
them to full possession of it in 
heaven. 

Whenever we have true religion 
we will be connected up with:God's 
Spirit, which will enable us to have 
the great Jove, to be courageous in 
serving, and causes us to have a 
desire to obey our Lord's requests. 

When we have true religion, or 
Christ in our lives, we will have 
some one to go to in time· of our 
trials and troubles of life for con 
solation. It is said in his word, "Ev 
en though every one upon earth 

forsake you, I will never! This 
says, "If we should be forsaken, 'but 
we will never be, if we stay where 
religion or Christianity is abroad. 
But if we should be among stran 
gers, and those who do not know 
the Lord, we would need not 
feel forsaken, for the Lord is ever 
present with us and lmows all about 
us. So we can be blest at any and 
all times if we will only stay close to 
Him. 

As we try to live a Christian life, 
we will have to expect trials, 
troubles and persecutions, for that is 
what life is partly made up of 
Then, if we have true religion, 
all of the things with which we 
have to contend will not seem so 
bad, for we will have faith, grace, 
patience and courage to bear them: 

In the eleventh chapter .of 2nd 
Corinthians, Paul is telling of his 
sufferings and persecutions that he 
had to undergo, and in the thirtieth 
verse he says, "If I must needs 
glory, I will glory of the things 
which concern mine infirnities. 

I have also read that when the 
Apostle Peter's wife was on her 
way to be killed as a martyr, that 
he met her and consoled her by 
gloryfying her life which was being 
taken for this purpose, and that she 
was really worthy and courageous 
to give up her life for the Lord. 

If we today could be like Paul, 
and "Glory in our infirmities," for 
when we are weak, then we are 
strong in the sight of God. 

The people of today have much to 
be thankful for, as we have such 
good privileges of living for the 
Lord. As we think of the things the 
disciples and people of that day anti 
age had to contend with that served 
the:Lord, it should make us more 
courageous· and determined to live 
for Him, and be true and faithful to 
the end, as the way was much more 
difficult for them than it if! for us 
people of today.' 
Pure religion is described by its 

fruits,' which are love, mercy and 
purity from 'worldly defilements, 
Let us not be deceived, but have 
true · religion.' Let our minds be 
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es Christ's· was characterized by 
humility,' .dependence upon God, a 
determination to do only the Fath 
er's will, thoughtfulness of others, a 
willingness to sacrifice and suffer. 
end even to die for the good of 
others. "Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesur." 
Phil. 2.5. 

Orie who has true religion will 
possess all of these things I have just· 
mentioned. Now let us think of 
what a great benefit they are to the 
world, as they have that love and 
willingness to help their fellowman. 
This person will not only be blest, 
but there may be many others, as 
this one being an example to the 
world to show how enjoyable it is to 
have the love of God in our hearts, 
and that there really is something 
lo Jiving for the Lord. 
The greatest of all benefits that 

true religion is to mankind is 
that it leads them to inherit eter 
nal life or gain the home in;heaven 
that God has prepared for us. It is 
so much of an enjoyment to think 
of this, for we will all pass from 
this lire some time or other, and we 
have the promise· of going to the 
home in heaven, if we only keep 
faithful to the end. Why, is it not 
worth Jiving and striving for? 

Let us all live such a life, that 
when we leave this world our Lord 
can say, "Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant." ' 
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THE CO-OPERATIVE GEN. ASS'N 
(Continued from page six) 

A committee consisting of Elders 
Melvin Bingham. Winford Davis, B. 
F. Brown, A. B. Talbert. and A. B. 
Epperson was elected to select or 
prepare matter for a Minister's 
Manual, and have same printed as 
.800n as convenient. 

Motion carried to distribute the 
books from the College Library, 
which were saved when the building 
burned, among the Associations, and 

. ··Elds .. B;F. Brown .. and A. B. .Epper 
son were appointed to distribute 
these. books according to requests 
made for them from the different lo· 

-----·----- 
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cal associations, thut make requests 
and send money to pay for packing 
and transportation. The books are 
now in the F. W. B. building at 
Tecumseh, Okla. These books are 
of many kinds, including "A History 
of the Bible by Ellen· Copp," about 
150 copies; about 50 or 60 large 
volumes of "Homiletics;" many 
books of reference, and many others 
which I am not able to give a list 
of from memory. 

I am sure that everyone felt 
when the Association closed that 
next year will see the. Association 
take on new life, and begin to tale 
care of some of the things that are 
so necessary for the welfare and 
growth of our denomination. I never 
attended an association when the 
spirit of co-operation and' helpful 
ness, brotherly love. and Christian 
fellowship were stronger than we 
had at Tulsa this year. It was 
good to be there. 

FAITI 
By, Mrs. Pearl Bowden 

Greetings to the Editor and Gem 
Readers:--I have thought for sever 
.al days I would renew my 
subscription, and write a short 
.article on "Faith," but I feel so 
very little and weak, I fear I can not 
say anything worth while. Guess 
my faith isn't strong enough. 
I fear so many of us do not have 

as much faith as we should have, 
but I pray to God to give me more 
and more faith and a better un 
derstanding of the blessed old Book, 
the Holy Bible. 

F'aitl, as I see it, is belief or 
trust in the religious sense. Paul 
refers to it as one of the greatest of 
human attributes, and one of the 
chief links between God and man. 
Without faith we know that God 
would not answer our prayers. 
The more faith we have, the closer 

we will live' to God.. Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, and 

). the. evidence of things not seen • 
(Heb; 11:1); It is not visible, neith 
er is God, or heaven;-but-by faith 
we, who keep His. commandments, 
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believe when this short life on 
earth is over, we will enter heav 
en, there to live with God through 
out ceaseless ages to come. "There 
fore." being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ"-Romans 5:1. 

God did not intend for us just to 
have faith without works. James 
says, "Even so faith, if it hatl not 
works, is dead, being alone," We 
might have faith enough to believe 
that God would answer our prayers, 
but if we never would pray and ask 
him.to help us, what good would 
our faith do? 
Every one of us has a work to 

do. and we should pray earnestly to 
God to know what he would have 
us do. Some know and realize 
what their talents are, and feel im-: 
pressed to go into the field and 
work, but say they are handicapped 
and think they can not go. If we 
had. more 'faith, we,would all be 
more willing to give up earthly 
things, and do more for the cause 

_of Christ Then we would receive 
.more blessings from him. We are 
too careless, we do· not think it over 
seriously enough,.'. We should be 
ready and really anxious to do 
anything· that might bring souls to· 
Christ. . '·Through faitl we under 
stand that the worlds were formed 
by the word of God" God warned 
Noah of things not as yet seen, and 
he believed, and by, faith he built 
the ark to save 'himself and his 
house. If he had not had faith in 
God, Noah and all his house would 
have been destroyed with all others. 
But he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness. 
which is by faith. 
"By faith Abraham when tried 

offered up his only son Isaac.'' He 
. knew that God had foretold a work 
for Isaac, and could not understand 
God's command, but he loved God so 
well that he was ready to give his 
ouly son if it was God's will; He 
had faith to belieye that God would 
make all things right; and he did. 
How many·of, us today have 

such faith? Of. course we do not 
have such customs today, but I fear 
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sorne grieve too.miuch for our loved 
ores that God has called away from 
us. I may be in that riumber. It 
seems to me that if I could only 
have my father back I wmild be so 
miuch happier, It seems too, that I 
would forget to some extent, for 
God took hii away when I was a 
very sinall child twenty-seven years 
ago, but every day I seem to feel the 
need of a father, aid wish for him 
iiore and more, yet I know that it 
was God's will for him to leave tis, 
If it was not for the faith l have to 
believe that some day I will go 
to live with him, it doesn't seem 
that I could live. 

We should lay everything at 
Jesus' feet and be ready at all times 
to say, "Thy will he done" not 
oiirs. We who are striving to live 
for God have inany persecutions to 
bear. The devil has many cunning 
ways to sidetrack us. He·and his 
workers are our enemies. They try 
our faith by telling every untrue 
thing they can study up, trying to 
ruin the Christian's influence. I 
want to live so close. to God that 
when my time on earth is ended I 
can say as Paul did, "I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have keph the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness. which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge shall give 
me in that day. And not only to 
me, bit to all them that love his 
appearing." 

of Vilas' Colo.. three deices arid 
three niephews to mourn lier de 
parture. Her mother, father and 
one sister, Lula have preceded 
her iii death. 

At a young age Ora accepted 
Christ as her personal Savior and 
united with the Christian. Church 
of Purdy, where she remained a 
member until death. 

She was a loving wife atid a 
devoted mother, and will be missed 
by all who knew her. 
Funeral services were conducted 

by Elder Winford Davis at the 
Christian Church, Purdy, Mo. In 
terrment in the Purdy Cemetery. 

or more were present at the funera; 
ind the procession was one aid one 
half miles long. 

Obituary 
Lewis.-Ora May Harlan was 

born in Iowa, December 18, 1883, 
departed this life November 14, 
1930, being forty-six years, ten 
months and twenty-six days old 
at·her death., 

Ora Harlan: was united in mar 
riage to Jerry Lewis April 15, 1914. 
To· this union two· children were 
born, Lula May and Raymond Earl. 

She leaves her husband, ·two 
children, one brother, Frank Harlan 

Baum&1ardener-···Mrs. Grace 
Baum gardener was born in Cass 
County, Missouri February 15, 1897 
and departed this life October 31, 
1930 at the age of thirty-three 
years, eight months and sixteen 
days. 

She was converted at the age 
of twelve years, and united with the 
Hickory Grove Free Will Baptist 
church, Cass County, Mo: She leaves 
to mourn her loss her husband, 
Ralph Baumgardner, two daughters 
Margurete and Irene, one son Ray, 
her loving parents Mr. and Mrs. J. 0 
Parker, three brothers, James, Mar 
vin and Lester Parker, and a host 
of relatives and friends. She was a 
dutiful daughter and sister,: a loving 
wife, a kind mother; and was 
dearly loved by a host of-friends. 

A precious one from us has gone; 
A voice we loved is stilled; 

A place is vacant in our home, 
. Which never can be filled. 

A PROPOSITION 
' You have probably heard of the man 
in the Cotton Belt that had whM. be 
called, Goa's Acre, and how that· the 
boll weavil so mysteriously left it 
alone, and that it yielded so much 
more than its neighboring acres; any 
way, whether you have heard the 
story or not, here is the proposition: 
How many of you will plant a -small 

portion of your farm in some kind of 
a crop in tho spring, the .entire pro 
cecds to be paid into the treasury of 
the Missouri State Association of Free 
Will Baptist, to help pay the balance 
on the lino type by next fall? 

And while we linger lonely here 
In this sad world to roam; 
She'll be waiting there at heaven's 

gate, 
To welcome her loved ones home. 
The funeral services were con 

ducted at the First Free Will 
Baptist· church of Tulsa, Okla. by 
Elder Melvin Bingham, ·who .is 
'pastor of that church. One thousand 

If there 
shouln be more than we neer to par 
out the linotype, the balance of the 
money can be used to help our Free 
Will Baptist cause in some other way, 
and many things are badly needed: 
Now, any ot us ran get in on this; 

even the boys and girls, and we can 
plant just anything, and any mount, 
'h acre, ;i a.ere, 1 acre or more in corn: 
potatoes, tomatoes, or whatever we 
please. I am going to endeavor to 
direct this plan through the year, and 
I expect 'to get in on it too, soon as I 
can make up my mind what my crop 
shall be. 
Now listen, How many will get in 

on this in the spring? Let me hear 
trom you at once. I hope to have a. 
long list of names to publish in the 
January issue of the Gem. You don't 
have to state your crop and acreage 
yet, ·we can that in the paper early in 
the spring; but if you want to join 
this move, just let me hear from you. 
Let's see how much of 'a God's A.ch· 
sum we can turn in to the treasury 
next tall. 

next month. Let's decide now 
get the thing started big before 
time gets here. 

Yours for Jesus and the .cause, 
Winford Davis. 
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Gossip Town 

Have you ever heard of Gossip 
Town, 

On the shore of Falsehood Bay, 
'Where'. old Dame Rumor, with 

rustling gown, 
Is going the livelong day? 

"Come up the road to Bethlehem. 
The heart's long hunger ends 

Where by the little Son of God 
your knee in worship bends. 

Here the poor mantle care has 
wrought, forever from you lay, 

There waits more peace in Bethle 
hem than the world can take away 

Selected. 
lit isn't far to Gossip Town 
For the people who want to go; 

The Idleness Train will take you· 
down 

In just an hour or so. 

The Thoughtless Road is a popular 
route, 

And· most folks start that way; 
But it's steep down grade-if you 

don't look out- 
WiU hmd you in Falsehood Bay, 

You glide through the valley of 
Vicious Talk, 

And.into the tunnel of Hate; 
Then, crossing the Add-to Bridge, 

you walk 
Right into the city gate. 

Worth While 

It is easy enough to be pleasant, 
When life flows along like a song: 

But the man worth while is the one 
who will smile, 

When everything goes dead 
wrong: 

For the test of the heart is trouble, 
And it always comes with the 

years, 
But the smile that is worth the 
praises of earth 
Is the smile that comes through 

tears. 

I Once Was blind 
By Verna William 

I once was blind as Bartimaeus 
Who sat beside the road, 

All weighted down with. many · 81ne A very heavy load. • 

But it i■ not healthy in Gossip 
Town, 

And I will not follow you there, 
I would rather live on Thanksgiv 

ing Street, 
lo, the House that is called All 

Prayer. 

For here I learn my Father's will, 
And the sunis warm and bright; 

And whatever the Master bids ie 
do. 

I'll do it with all my might. 

It is easy_ enough to be prudent, 
When nothing tempts you to 

stray; 
When without or within no voice 

of sin 
Is luring your soul away; 

But it's only a negative virtue, 
Until it is tried by fire, 

And life that is worth the honor 
of earth, 

Is the one that resists desire. 

I could not hear the sermon, 
The songs of praise or prayer. 

I never caught the spirit, · 
Or didn't really care. 

I walked in sinful pleasure 
Which lasted but a day, 

But, since I found my Savior 
I'm happy all the way. 

He opened up my blinded eyes, 
And made my ears to hear 

And in my mouth he put a son> 
And in iny heart a prayer. 

BETHLEHEM 
"Come up theroad to Bethlehem" 

a heavenly herald calls. 
Serene upon a slumbering world a. 

starry splendor fulls 
Come with love's fragrant frankin• 
• cense, its myrrh and aloes rare, 

More costly than the gift you bring 
· is the one that waits you there! 

He gave a great unshaken faith, 
And sweet unending peace; 

Though I am weak and ■infut 
His mercy will not cease. ' 

·Pryor, Olla. 

By the cynic, the sad, and the 
· f allen. ' 
Who had not strength for'the 
strife,' 

The world's highway is cumbered 
today; 

They, make up.the items of. life, 
But.the.virtue that conquers pos 

session, 
And the sorrow that hides in a 

smile: 
It is these that are worth the 

homage' of earth, 
For we find them but once in a 

· · · :,;, · while. 
Sent in by Miss Margaret Sim 

mons, Picher, Okla. 

Jesus 
I was very weak and worn. 
Tired of burdens I had borne 
When He came-Jesus cam 

Softly rolled the clouds away; e, 
Happy day, that He came 
Jesus. • 

Now I'll trust Him all the way. 
For He guides me day by day; 
Praise H11 name-"'p'recious n 

H Id · •rne o sme firmly in His arms: 
Wondrous charms of His love 

Jesus ' 

When life's shadows'all are past 
Gates of Glory open at last 
While they sing---angels sing, 

I ll meet my King in all 'His grace 
Face to face-in His glory, 

Jesus 
Contributed by Mrs.. Hetty Orem 

Tucker, Shelbyville, Indiana. . 
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Information 
The Gem office is well prepared 

to do your job printing, and that 
at prices that are right. 
we. do minute work in first class 

shape, and want your worl1. 
We print letterheads, envelopes, 

cards, circulars, posters, etc. 
Ask us for samples of any work 

you are interested in, and get our 
prices; perhaps we can make you 
better prices than you can get 
elsewhere. Give your publishing 
house a chance to do your job 
printing; it will help us to meet 
our expenses. 

Letter llcqds 
Printed on Hammermill Bond 
Size 8Mx11 inches 

100 •-····················--··········- $1.25 
200 ········-- -···········-- 1.50 
500 ······--················· -··--······- .. 2.25 
1000.. · · : 3.50 

;; 
Envelopes 

Good envelopes printed as ordered 
Size 6 

100 ··································$1.25 
200 _ ·········· 1.50 
500 ·-···-······ ·············· 2.25 
1000_ ······--·· ·······················3.50 

10 inch Size 
100 .-············ ···-··· .-··- ········ _ $1.35 
200 I.70 
500 : .. _ ······: : ~ 2.75 
1000 ········· ··············· -············· 4.50 

· · Letter Blanks 
Letter from a Church to a Q. M., 

Y. M. or Association. Letter from 
Y. M. or Association to State Asso 
ciation, 5c each, 6 for 25c, postpaid. 

lllanhs 
Size 8£x11 inches 
Suitable for framing " 

Minister's Ordination blanks, 10c' 
Minister's License blanks, 10c 
Deacon's Ordination blanks, 10c 
Evangelist's Cert. of Election, 10c 
If Jess than 5 blanks are ordered, 

5 cents should be added for postage. 
5 or more, 10c.each, postpaid. 

Treatise 
Treatise of the Faith and Usages 

of the Free Will Baptist, 25c each.· 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The announcement of your As 

sociation, Quarterly Meeting or 
5th Sunday Meeting should ap 
pear here. Send in your announce 
ment so it can be printed in the 
August issue of the Gem. 

Butler.Dunn Theology 
The Butler-Dunn Systematic 

Theology, the standard, book on 
Free Will Baptist faith and doc 
trine, is now reprinted; and every 
minister and Christian worker 
should have a copy. This is an im 
portant book in the .SCHOOL OF 
THE BIBLE, conducted by Rev. 
John H. Wolfe. Ministers and 
Christian workers, wishing to bet 
ter prepare themselves for Chris 
tian work, should have this book, 
and should take the correspond 
ence course offered by the' "School 
of the Bible." The book is well 
bound, has 476 pages, $2.50 post 
paid. 

Send orders to the F. W. B. 
Gem, Purdy, Missouri or to Rev. 
John H. Wolfe, Pawnee City, 
Nebr. 

DRUMRIGHT, OKLAHOMA 
The Quarterly Meeting of the First 
Mission Association of Free W.ill Bap 
tist met with the Tulsa Church, on 
Tuesday before the third Sunday in 
November. All of our churches re 
ported good meetings and 'a great 
interest. . 

Our next Quarterly Meeting will be 
with the Cushing Church, beginning 
cn Friday night before the fourth 
Sunday in February. 

A. B. Talbert, Clerk.' 

to. The understanding of the truth 
of what God has revealed." 

1 don't believe the children of God 
have as much faith as they should 
have, and I believe the reason is 
because they do not understand the 
truths that are revealed in the 
Word of God. · How are we· to 
understand them? By reading and 
studying them. 
Paul said, "Faith is the assurance 

of things hoped 'for, a conviction 
of things not seen,'' Surely we 
all have faith to hope for a lite 
beyond. 1 

Why did Noah work so faithfully 
on his ark, and warning the people 
of. the flood that was to comeT 
Was it because he ""anted toT · 
No, it was because he had faith. 
He believed in being led by' the 
divine Spirit. 

Why was Abraham so willing'to 
offer his only son, Isauc, as a sacri-. 
flee? .ft was faith. : 

Why did Mary and Martha 
call for Jesus when their brother, 
Lazarus died? In my mind they 
would never have called for him 
had they not had faith. 
It was by faith the walls of Jerico 

fell down, after they had been 
compassed about for seven days. 

We' have faith for three rain 
reasons: 

First. We believed becauee we 
have heard-some one has told us. 
and we believed, 
Second. We look out upon thls 

great universe upon which we live. 
and we are made to believe be· 
cause we know this could not have 
been. had it not been for God, 't, 

Third. We have faith because 
we can feel the Spirit of God within 
our own hearts, which.makes ·us, 
not only believe, but it makes us to 
know. . , 
"Wherefore seeing we also, :are 

compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us.'lay 
aside every weight, and the sin that 
so easily doth beset us, and let 'us 
run with 'patience the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus the 
author and finisher of. our faith." 

What Is "Faith?" 
By Miss Oleta Davis 

Just what are we talking of when 
we speak of faith? Webster says, 
"Faith is to believe or give credit. 

e 
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