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FREE WILL BAPTISTS AND THE CONTROVERSY
OF CONGREGATIONAL OR CONNECTIONAL CHURCH GOVERNMENT

[it/ k:/unzss Zarl _‘/\)u)b.-:'z

Presently raging in our denomina-
tion is a controversy concerning our
form of Church Government. Free
Will Baptists had never heard of this
new form of Connectional Church
Government until recently. Our his-
toric form of church government has
always been Congregational. The cur-
rent wave of dispute stems from a
case in North Carolina.

Although many other things have en-
tered the case, the big question seems
to be “Who is the boss and the final
authority, the Church or the Confer-
ence (Yearly Meeting) ?’’ The Nation-
al Association says the local church
is its own governing body, while a
group in North Carolina says the Con-
ference has the final say. Thus we
come to what is the key and the root
of the whole matter.

Background

This controversy is not something
new. The seeds were planted several
years ago. We are just beginning to
hear about it. People in North Carolina
have known this all the time. The
trouble is, no one would believe you

when you told them about it, but now
it is not questioned; it is a proven fact.

North Carolina has its own State
Treatise. The President of the N. C.
State Convention said at the National
Association in Norfolk that to his
knowledge there was no record that
N. C. had ever voted to adopt the
National Treatise. The following para-
graph is taken from the N. C. Treatise,
pages 52-53, under “Independence of
Churches'":

“Each local church is a distinct and
independent organization, with fu 18]
authority to manage its own internal
affairs, elect its officers, receive, dis-
miss, discipline, and exclude members.
But this principle of the independence
of each church is not held as a law of
isolation; on the contrary, churches
conveniently situated associate and co-
operate in all things which tend to
advance the common cause. Councils
are, therefore, called in the organiza-
tion of a church and the settlement of
serious difficulties. On the same prin-
ciples, the church meet by delegation
in the annual conference or association.

The annual conference or associatiom
being the highest tribunal, shall have
final disciplinary authority over the
local church.”

The final sentence in the paragraph
is the one used as a basis of authority
to override and invade the sacred rights
and privacy of a local church over the
protest of a vast majority of the mem-
bers. While there is seemingly a con-
tradiction between the first and last
sentences in the paragraph, no efforts
to clear it up have been successful. A
church operating under the authoritx
given it in the first sentence is subjec:
to the approval of the Conference byx-
its authority in the last sentence. It
seems that some men have made it
their business to see that the churches
are controlled by the conference in-
stead of the conference being controll-

ed by the churches.
Recent Trends

I have been a member of two con-
ferences in North Carolina: the Cape
Fear, and the Western. While in the
Western Conference two cases have
arisen that I shall discuss briefly.
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1. In December, 1958, in Kenly,
N. C., Rev. Norman Adams was asked
by a majority of his deacons to resign.
Rather than resign to the deacons he
said he would take it up with the
church on Sunday, at which time he
was handed a paper to read at church
asking for his resignation. Rev. Mr.
Adams states that these men and some
of the Conference officials had up to
this time met four times to devise a
means of getting rid of him. On Sun-
day he read the majority report of the
deacons asking for his resignation, and
a minority deacons’ report that the
church keep him as pastor. The church
voted to accept the minority report
and retain Mr. Adams as pastor. Their
first scheme backfired, and back to the
Conference officials they went. A
document of complaints were drawn
up and read to Mr. Adams, after which
the Conference officials demanded the
following:

(1) The church have another busi-

ness meeting to determine the pastorate

of Mr. Adams.

(2) Western Conference Moderator
(Rev. M. L. Johnson) to preside.

Mr. Adams rejected the terms of
their meeting to take over his church,
and announced a business meeting he
would conduct himself, which he had
every right to do. The Executive
Committee responded as follows:
“,...If you do not take steps to com-
ply with our directive on next Sun-
day, . ... we will consider your refusal
to do so as an act of insubordination
and your ministerial credentials. ...
will be terminated. Any meeting and
vote that you may conduct next Sun-
day . ... will not satisfy the directive
of the Executive Committee.”” The
Executive Committee ignored a peti-
tion signed by 53 people protesting
their interference, and came into the
church through a petition signed by 15
people.

Mr. Adams gave in to their request
and Moderator Johnson held a meet-
ing on February 1, 1959. Mr. Adams
had borrowed my tape recorder and
recorded the entire business meeting.
I was present at this meeting in which
Johnson called for a motion asking for
Adams’ resignation. If Johnson was
neutral why didn’t he ask for a motion
to retain Adams as pastor? Johnson
protested me getting my recorder, and
I had to force my way past him to get
it out of the church to keep him from
getting it, after he had previously
agreed to the meeting being recorded.
Don’t you know better than to think

I would have left a $300.00 recorder
at the end of his finger?

The aim of this whole affair seemed
to have one purpose: To get rid of
Rev. Norman Adams. This brings us
to the next case that hasn’t been set-
tled yet.

2. The Edgemont F. W. B. Church
is the one now suffering at the hands
of Conference authority (usurped). It
has all followed a similar pattern of
the Kenly case mentioned above except
that Mr. Creech, pastor of Edgemont
Church, succeeded in keeping Con-
ference officials out of his church until
the Court (Judge) gave the property
to the minority, and the majority had
to leave the church and they are now
meeting under a tent. The case is to be
tried by jury later on. Edgemont is the
first one to stop the onslaught of this
movement. Therefore they are a test
case. Any other church that would
have bucked the ecclesiastical bosses
first would have been fighting this
battle instead of Edgemont.

Why Connectional Church Government

This is where Connectional Govern-
ment comes in. In Congregational
Government the majority rules, and
Creech had the vast majority with
him. Then they came up with this
new government to give the Conference
authority over the church. In North
Carolina this is a battle with a purpose,
which is a means to an end to ac-
complish this purpose.

Creech was an out-spoken critic on
some policies and practices in N. C,
and it appears that some men felt
called to silence ‘‘the voice of one
crying in the wilderness.” It is my
opinion that this entire controversy
grew out of the efforts of these men
to remove and silence the “Queen
Bee'’ of opposition, but the thing back-
fired, growing in to what you have now
heard it is. If they had let Ronald
Creech alone, | don't believe this would
have happened. None of us ever
thought it would go this far.

Although Connectional Church Gov-
ernment has been described as the
Conference (Quarterly Meeting) ex-
amining and ordaining preachers only,
the examples cited above show much
more. The intent of it looks like an
effort to control churches and preach-
ers, forcing them to bow to Conference
demands and fitting the religious mold.

The same moderator involved in
both of these church cases told me that
“‘any minority could bring in an Execu-
tive Committee.”” In such cases who-

(Continued on page 7)

48th MISSOURI
STATE ASSOCIATION
IS NOW HISTORY

“Good preaching, capacity crowds,
prevailing harmony;’ these words de-
scribe the 48th session of the Missouri
State Association that met with the
First Free Will Baptist Church of
Farmington, Missouri, August 22-24.
The State Sunday School and League
Convention that preceded the State
Association was also well attended
and featured some good preaching.
On Tuesday of the State Sunday School
and League Convention many Mission-
aries attended the various workshops
that were held throughout the day.

On Tuesday night, Rev. R. B. Spur-
geon, pastor of the Third Church of St.
Louis, got the State Association off on
the right foot with a well prepared and
well delivered message. A few items
of business were transacted Wednesday
morning and then the State Association
gave way to the State Auxiliary Con-
vention. Rev. Rolla Smith, General
Director of Foreign Missions, delivered
the 11:00 o'clock message. Resolu-
tions passed upon by the Women of
our State can be found on the Woman's
Auxiliary pages of this issue of the
Gem.

Rev. Joe Ange, pastor of the Central
Church of Detroit, Michigan preached
to a capacity crowd on Wednesday
night. This great preacher delivered a
great message.

Most of the business had to be com-
pleted on Thursday and all the dele-
gates responded under the able direc-
tion of our beloved State Moderator,
Rev. O. T. Allred. He was ably
assisted by Rev. O. T. Dixon. The
body honored these men for their serv-
ice by re-electing them for another
year. The various items of business
that were transacted will be found in
this issue of the Gem and in the next
several issues. Watch for next month’s
issue which will contain pictures of the
various activities of the Convention.
(There was not enough time to process
these pictures for this issue.)

Please read these reports carefully.
You will also find in the next several
issues of the Gem the full minutes
that were recorded during the Associ-
ation. Thus you will have a first-hand
report before the minutes arrive from
the printers.

This Association saw Mr. John
Bough's term expire as a member of
the Executive Board of the Association.
Mr. Bough asked that he be replaced

(Continued on page 7)
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North East Mo.
Fifth Sunday Meeting
Kirksville, Mo.—

The North East Mo. Fifth Sunday
Meeting convened with the Mendota
Mission, July 30, 1961 with Sunday
School at 10:00 o'clock. The worship
services began by children singing. Rev.
Vernon Mason and family of Kansas
City sang, ‘‘Follow Me" and “‘The
Lord Is My Shepherd.”” Prayer by Bro.
Perkins, Rev. Stella Gates took the
stand and read a poem titled, ‘““The
Best Things in Life.”” She read for
Scripture lesson, Acts 2:36-47. She
spoke on a “Book of Wisdom in an
Age of Confusion.”” We were dismissed
in prayer by Sis. Mildred Gilliam. A
basket dinner was served at the noon
hour. The afternoon session began by
congregational singing led by Rev.
Mason with his daughter at the piano.
Prayer by Bro. Don Lodgston. After
another song the president, Sis. Myrtle
Jones, read for Scripture lesson, Luke
10:38-42. She also read a short poem.
The minutes of the last meeting were
read and approved. Letters from New
Harmony, Kirksville, Hazel Creek and
Low Ground were read for informa-
tion. The next meeting will be with the
Haze] Creek Church with Rev. Alta
Mikel to bring the eleven o’clock mes-
sage with Rev. Stella Gates alternate.
The program was as follows: Quartet,
“I See Jesus,” by the Vernon Mason
Family; solo, “Victory in Jesus,” by
Alice Tonda; choruses were sung by the
children’s choir; reading, ‘‘The Master
Will Visit Our Town Today,” by Sis.
Stella Gates; two children from Men-
dota sang, ‘‘Thank You Lord” and
“Climb Up Sunshine Mountain.”" A
dramatic reading, ‘‘Shining Lights,”
was given by Sis. Myrtle Jones and a
musical number and song, ‘I Need No
Mansion Here,” was given by the
Chrisman Family. Play, Aunt Fannie's
Miracle, by Mendota. The Mason Fam-

ily came back and gave us three more

GLEANINGS

FROM THE FIELD

numbers, ‘‘The Lord Is My Shepherd,”
“] Saw A Man'’ and ‘“‘He Gives Peace
and Satisfaction.”” The congregation
sang, ‘‘God Be With You.” Bro. Cleo
Clay dismissed us in prayer.

—Sec. -Treas., Leona Thompson

NSSA Announces
Permanent Lesson Cycle
Chicago, Ill.—

At its June, 1961, meeting, the
NSSA Curriculum Committee voted to
recommend to the Board of Directors
that the new cycle of lessons which
will begin in 1965 should be on a
seven-year basis and be permanent in
nature.

The work of the Committee is the
culmination of a number of years of
careful research concerning the strong
points and weaknesses of previous
cycles. This research included not only
previous NSSA cycles, but uniform
lesson cycles as far back as 1872 when
they were first inaugurated.

During the seven years of the pro-
posed cycle, lessons will cover every
part of the Bible. This series will be
well balanced. Sixteen quarters (two of
which will feature topical studies) will
be spent in the New Testament and
twelve quarters will be devoted to Old
Testament studies.

A valuable feature which has proved
its worth during the 1959-64 cycle,
will be continued. Non-narrative pas-
sages will be added to the printed text
when the lessons are in the Old Testa-
ment. Most of this non-narrative ma-
terial comes from the New Testament.
This gives even greater New Testament
coverage without sacrificing Old Testa-
ment treatment.

The new cycle also features a fine
balance of historical studies, biography,
and book studies.

Eight quarters of the cycle are de-
voted to the Gospels, with some lessons
on this portion of the Bible in every
year except one. Yet there are not
more than two quarters in the Gospels

in a row at any time. The emphasis
in the treatment of the Gospels will
be on different aspects of Christ's life
and ministry.

There is a balance in treatment of
Old Testament passages to bring
variety during each year. Yet the
various shifts from one Testament to
the other are made at logical times
and do not bring a feeling of confusion
to the student.

An interesting feature of the new
cycle is its treatment of non-narrative
sections of the Word. These are woven
into the historical portions in such a
logical way as to make the history
meaningful.

For example, along with studies of
the life of David, taken from First and
Second Samuel, appropriate passages
are studied in the Psalms, many of
which, of course, were written by
David. Studies on the life of Solomon
will feature selections from Solomon’s
writings in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.

The study of the prophets will also
be woven into the histories of Israel
and Judah. The prophets who lived
and prophesied before the captivity,
during the captivity, or during the
restoration period will be considered at
the appropriate time. The messages of
the prophets will be more understand-
able, if they are interpreted in the light
of the prevailing conditions at the time
the prophets gave their messages.

This same principle is followed in
the studies of the First-Century Church.
Those who wrote the General Epistles
were leaders during the early days of
the Church. Therefore these epistles
will be studied in conjunction with the
first portion of the Book of Acts. It
is logical too, to study the epistles of
Paul in conjunction with a study of his
life. Hebrews, which to some degree
stands by itself, is studied as a separate
unit.

The topical studies feature
which have proved popular in

those

the
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past. For example, ‘“The Bible and the
Christian Life,”” to be studied in the

! third quarter, 1965; and ‘‘Marks of a IQ ‘ . . Bl onr

B . died in the ihid eport of the Nommahnq Committee
' quarter, 1969, were well received in
previous cycles.

Moderator: Rev. O. T. Allred.

Beginning with Genesis in the first

| quarters in 1965, these studies move Assistant Moderator: Rev. O. T. Dixon.
i toward a climax, with a B ‘3f les- Clerk-Treasurer: Rev. Roger C. Reeds.
sons on the Book of Revelation in the
| last quarter of the seventh year on the Statistician: Miss Leona Thompson.
! . ‘e . .
E SLerJ"e ct, “Christ, the Triumphant Superannuation Board: Rev. Elmer Turnbough and Rev. James Barker.
| To recapitulate, the salient features Youth Camp Board: Rev. Harvey E. Hill.
‘ .Of the new cycfle aret'thelslae: t(hl) thte:re Sunday School Board: Mr. Hubert Harral, Mr. Jim Lauthern and
| 1s coverage of practically the entire Ravs: faiise ol B
[ Bible; (2) there is a well-balanced P
i coverage of Old and New Testament Rev. O. T. Dixon's appointment to the General Board of the Nationa]
| passages; (3) there is a logical, inter- Association was reaffirmed. He also serves on the Executive
esting interweaving of non-narrative Board of the National Association.

| passages with historical passages; (4)
| there are occasional topical studies for

those who enjoy this type of study;
| (5) there is an emphasis upon book
l studies which lends itself to expository
treatment; (6) there is a fine balance
of historical, biographical, book, and
topical studies; and (7) there is a

(In compliance with the body's action in setting up two new Boards
namely the General Board and a Home Mission's Board the following
men were nominated and elected.)

Home Mission’s Board:

logical progression in treatment of the Rev. Clarence Burton ... | Year
Bible, beginning with Genesis and end- Rewv. WoHs Bostie: .- i ln 2 Years
ing with the exaltation of Christ in the Rievii L ammyyalD sy teut e s e s 3 Years
Book of Revelation. Rev. James McAllister .................._. 4 Years
Central Western Rev, "Leater Jones ... i iig Y eans
Fifth Sunday Meeting
Harrisonville, Mo.— The General Board:
The Fifth Sunday Meeting of Cen- Cave Springs Association—Rev. Davey Combs ... I Year
| tral Western Missouri Association con- Central Western Association—Rev. Glen Rehkop ... | Yea,
vened with the Hickory Grove F. W. B. Indian Creek Association—Rev. Jim McCully ......__ Fi¥eat
Church near Har‘risonvill.e, Mo. The Laclede County Association—Rev. Glen Jones ........ 1 Yehs
g speaker for morning services was Mrs. ; F e A s S T Iy
! Lowell Martin. Following a bountiful Ll?’efty ASSOCl‘j‘m?n Rev. David Jon San
. dinner served on the church grounds Mission Association—Rev. Grover Terry ... 2 Years
 with good fellowship through the noon Niangua Association—Mr. Paul Bliss ... 2 Years
recess, services reconvened in the after- North East Mo. Association—Mr. H. E. Mikel .....__. 2 Years
T N W Mo, e i Hove 2 Y.
votions by Rev. Ussery, Daniel 3’:15_ South East Mo. Association—Rev. W. T. Turnbough 2 Years

17, prayer by Rev. Coatney. Several

special numbers were given. During

the business session it was voted to
1 return to the old plan of meeting as a
general mission rally. New officers
were elected for the coming year.

Editor’s Note: In the future each Association is asked to send in the
person’s name that they would like to have serve on
this General Board. In most cases this request will b
honored. Those whose term expire next year will he
elected for a two year term after that. This was dope

i Charlie Hover—President. so that only five men's terms would expire each yeqy,
: Dee York—Vice President. These men hold responsible positions. Pray for they,
[ Theo Bough—Sec. -Treas.
| The next session will meet with the Nominating Committee:
! Hannon F. W. B. Church on the fifth &
[ Sunday in October. Rev. Ussery of Rev SO Dlxc‘)n
Belton, Missouri was chosen as speaker Rev. Harvey Hill \
! with Rev. Otto Mackey of Monett, Rev. James MCA}IISter
Missouri as alternate. Miss Samye Davis

—Sec., Theo Bough Mrs. Alta Mikel
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SERMION OF T MONPE

fgo([s ()7/1011
With
g(’([-‘)‘ Q/]/lessagc

by
Rev. R. B. Spurgeon

On the left is the man
who preached the Key-
note Message at the
| State Convention. Be-
low is the Message he

delivered. Read it

carefully.

Church, St. Louis )

HHELL

L s
Pastor—Third Free Will Baptist % i i

(Author's Note: Much of the ma- vision). Therefore when God spoke fast group, Senator Strom Th‘urmopd
terial in this message is quotations and the words of our text the situation was made this statement ~Our nation—in-
opinions expressed by other men of indeed grave. Judah and Israel were deed the world—today stands in 0:‘1'
God. In most cases where this is so I both overrun, their people taken cap- gravest time of peril, ffom the stanh~
have given credit to the author. If I tive, and their cities in ruins. point of human survival on Tal’t d
ha}ve missed some in this regard it is In chapter 22 of Ezekiel, God tells Nuclear, thermonuclear, Ch(;n;lhc: sjvlilft
with regret and apology.) them the why of their captivity and the biological weapons, an R o

g o . e n S

BN Bive ndt. gons g diite the. gaps,  1oaton for their suffering. In verse 2, means to deliver .theu(., weafi; o

ith 1 Lotk God tells them Jerusalem had been a destruction to virtually ar
neither made up the hedge for the ™ : ¢ sons that perhaps
house of Israel to stand in the day of SIt¥ of murder (bloody city); in verse carth CRATA R e dBattle of
Taiilz in the d £ bl I . 7, God says they had oppressed the the Biblically - prophesie

attle in the day of the Lord.”” Ezekiel : be too far away
1'8:5 stranger, the widow, and the fatherless; Armageddon may not be i h.
R e e in verse 8, God says they had despised Many who once scoffed at fl P fp';
g € holy things; in verses 10 and 11, God ecy...are now concerned for fear ol its

them, that should make up the hedge, ; P e

; charges them with fornication and validity.

and stand in the gap before me for Rt o o (13 Bl : - ihtonek
the land, that I should not destroy it: of havzl, ke dish;)nes:, i bacFUSEd For our nation to c0_th survivbal
but I found none.” Ezekiel 22:30 : g24 CodAalls. th thusmeSS; these dangerous Qpnes G S )

First of all I should like to draw to i A e e R e had  preservation of our liberties :

: ; : not been cleansed from their sins; and ¢ b <\ strong economically
your attention the circumstances which DL TR 10 Terain =

in verses 25-28, God says even their Yo bove all —we
; : and militarily, but— ab©°
caused God to speak these words to prophets had conspired to dev oy Hitarily lly and ever

. : must be strong spiritually
Ezekiel. souls, profane holy things and had ol pruidaice ot Almlg}}ty God.
In 721 B. C., because of the sins of been ll.ars. A We must be sure—as Mr. :_,lnclolrihso
the northern kingdom of Israel, God But in verse 30 is the most pathetic aptly put it years ago— 1° T e

had allowed Sargon Il of Assyria to @accusation of alll God says He looked God is on our side, but rr:l?re .:-lmpc.n'..
sweep down across Israel, destroy her for a man to be concerned and djs- Sein e
cities, and carry away her people in turbed about all of those conditions,

captivity. In 606 B. C., Nebuchadnez- and to intercede for the land and HE

tantly, that we are on Qo
dividually and as a nation:

¢ . blessed b
y Ou ion, though richly Y
zar, on his way from battle in Egypt, FOUND NONE‘! ! . G i; Icl:::gir;ll nof immune from His
swept through the city of Jerusalem How tragic! How pathetic! Whey, . i ; yf .« every American
! L God looks for a man to carry Hi judgment. Therefore,
taking many captives; among them was ! y s mes- must give consideration, Prayer and
Daniel. In 597 B. C., the King of sage and finds none. A Tk gtoward individual spiritual re-

Judah rebelled against Nebuchadnez- However, before we condemn thijs
zar. It is at this time when Nebuchad- people let us pause briefly and dray g orl's Belil
nezzar puts down the rebellion that some parallel truths between Israel ang We w}?r e bositio:l
Ezekiel is taken captive. Judah and our own beloved natjop mu‘t bOhare llj P s,
Ezekiel's prophecies date from 592 and church of today. St be humble an

] = ance in det ining the ©f
B. C. to 570 B. C. (First vision to last Recently at a U. S. Prayer Break. B Fzrenilzl?s written 1

: o questi
generation so there can be 1% 9 on

on God’s side.
s of leadership,
k God’s guid-
ourse of our
n Proverbs:
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‘Righ teousness exalteth a nation. . . . o

President Lincoln closed his message
o Congress in December, 1862 with
hese words, “We shall nobly save, or
neanly lose, the last, best hope of
arth. 1

Accorxding to a crime report released
. few days ago by the F. B. 1. for the
ear 19 60 serious crime increased 14 %

1959. For the decade of 1950

ver ! , :
o 1960 crime increased 98 9% while
o population increased 18 % . During

1960 there was a serious crime com-
nitted <€very 15 seconds, there was a
nurdexr ¢very 58 minutes, a forcible
ape €YY 34 minutes, and over
200,000 unwed mothers. The crime
ate bhas been rising four times faster
than th<€ Population for the past five
yeaxrs- p

Arxe We not guilty of the sins of
Judab and Israel?

Dare We close our eyes to facts and
sy this 1s not happening in our coun-
try ? I b?llev«e here tonight G.od is
searching in the ranks of Missouri Free
w;ll BaPtsts for men and women to
biild = hedge to stand against .thls
decay of morals, As evangelical B‘b].e
believinge Christians let us meet this

eng*c
Cha}\l/}r. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of
the F- L, recently said this, “Today,
the forces of materialism are direct'mg
their P>t concentrated power against
the verxrY wellsprings of our str.engt}'l.
The fo'rWard march of secularism is
visible 1? many areas. It is apparent in
o} what we read and much of

what w€ see. The promotion of the
sepsu@ Seems to be the purpose of
whole sbelves of books and magazines.

bn evefy h'and., deliberate pandering to
o lower Instincts is apparent. -
We are toda}' threatened by twin
menaces'. Materialism has f at hered
hoth cﬂme' §nd communism. The
9 inal Statistics for the year just past
-nmt tO the steady growth of the one
T be progress of the other — and
the .irltensity of the struggle in which
ar€ engaged with it-— does not
t© such forthright measure.
No 128N can know the destiny that is
decrecd or our nation but these are
signs tl’f?t free men can ignore only at
th pef‘ of their freedom. The great-
e £ ©ur nation is spiritual in origin.
%{385 bfoad achievements which we en-
"he Ad2Y come from vision born of
i sit8tained by unshakable resolu-

;f’uth’ a9 supported by increasing ef-
ion,

fort. -
These words are not the words of

u? fanatics, but rather of politi-
d 8overnmental leaders who are

we
yvield

7

religi®

concerned with the future of our land.

Fellow Free Will Baptists, we have
been drinking from a vast spiritual
reservoir of strength which we in-
herited, but that reservoir is not limit-
less, it must be replenished by us if we
are to leave a spiritual legacy for our
children.

Tonight, here in this great audience
of people God is searching for faithful
men and women to stand in the gaps,
gaps that are being caused by material-
ism, liberalism, pleasurism, complacen-
cy, self satisfaction, and mediocricy.

I do not believe hope is gone and
God is dead, but God is looking for
men to take His message to the ends of
the earth.

What must be our message? What
is that message? First—IT MUST BE
GOD’'S MESSAGE. In Hebrews 13:8
we read, “‘Jesus Christ the same yester-
day, today, and forever.”” This must
be our message because it is the only
thing that will meet the need of man-
kind. Jesus Christ has been called the
only universal figure of history. Wheth-
er the individual be Negro or white,
Furopean or American, savage or cul-
tured, He meets their need. He fills
the vacancy in the soul of the king in his
palace as well as the empty spot in the
heart of the paper boy on the corner.
Oswald Chambers once said, ‘‘Jesus
Christ is the representative of the whole
human race in one person.” The
words of Christ have engraved them-
selves upon the hearts of countless mil-
lions across the world. His is a message
filled with truth and vitalized by love
until it has become deathless. It is the
only light for a world in darkness, it is
the only safe guide in a world society
of confusion, it is the only hope in a
world of hopelessness. Jesus Christ is
the sinless Son of God. Many testify
to this: Pilate said, “’l find no fault in
this just man,”’ the thief on the cross
*“This man hath done nothing
amiss, the centurion said, ‘““Truly this
man was the Son of God.” The most
telling testimony of all, however, was
God Himself at the baptism of Christ
and at the transfiguration when He
said, ‘This is my beloved Son in whom
[ am well pleased.”

said,

I. This must be our message because
Christ has done for man what He could
not do for himself. Il Cor. 5:21, “For
he hath made Him to be sin who knew
no sin that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him.”

Il Cor. 8:9b, “. .. though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor,
that ye through His poverty might be

rich.”” This has brought God near to

man; He is not a far off potentate who
cannot be touched by our pains and
sorrows. Jesus Christ has brought man
and God into such a relationship that
we can say with Paul, ‘I know in
whom [ have believed.”

In the person of His Son, God step-
ped out of unreality into a blessed
personal presence with us.

II. This must be our message be-
cause Jesus Christ is changeless. First
He is changeless in His attitude of
mercy and pardon. On the cross He
prayed for those who had placed Him
there saying, “‘Father forgive them for
they know not what they do.” What
encouragement for saint and sinner to
approach the throne of God when He
extends to them such encouragement.
Secondly, He is unchanging in His at-
titude toward the hungry, sick, and
diseased of the world. In His earthly
ministry we read many times where
He, “being moved with compassion”
did many marvelous things. Tonight,
He is still concerned with those who
are unfortunate, and as His children we
must be concerned and compassionate
also.

III. This is also our message because
Christ is timeless. Although He gave
His message 2000 years ago it is still
as up-to-date as tomorrow morning’s
headlines. He was eternally existent in
the bosom of the Father when the uni-
verse was set in order, but still shall
be the light of the New Jerusalem.

Yes, here is our message because it
is God’'s message, but God has always
used faithful men to carry it.

When God wanted to bring His
children out of Egypt He sent Moses
with a message from [ AM; to speak to
heathen kings. He sent Daniel with a
message from the Ancient of Days.
When God wanted to evangelize Afri-
ca, He sent Livingston with a burning
heart, to India the message came by the
bleeding feet of Carey, to Burma by
the starving body of Judson.

He averted revolution in England by
sending revival through Finney, Wes-
ley, and Spurgeon. And to America
His message has come in great force
through such men as Moody, Sunday
and Graham.

This message of Christ is what
Luther, Hus, and Zwingli dared their
lives for at the beginning of the refor-
mation. But reformation is not enough,
again the bold doctrines and truths
have been modified until eventually
truth has been covered up and in the
superficial subsoil of compromise, self
complacency, and mediocricy grows an

(Continued on page 15)
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THE MISSION FIELD

November Is National Home Missions Month

November has been designated as a time of special emphasi g
5% : phasis—National Home Missi i
Mission Board is working in several fields and is presently responsible for twenty-six r;r;lsesffls,Sl?ns' gm:lr iI:alillona'l Hor}?_e
work and many are being saved in such places as Mexico, Hawaii, and Alaska as wel] as AN : " s mzssmg L
especially cities like Denver, Davenport, and Washington, D. C. ibalon, S b o REmntos,

Such a work is worthy of our support. The Home Mission bud

% p : get for 1961 i g /

less than this. Make a generous offering for the cause of National Home Missions Selzd$88‘232'f?? .a:rd “ifhda:e ROt do
prayer support to the Home Mission Department, 3801 Richland Avenue, 'Nashvill;z 5, Te ]YOUY : ummd“ft Viap b
treasurer—clearly earmarked National Home Missions. et P st

In a war, a commander-in-chief will send his BEST SOLDIERS

- i . . to the 3 o iff1

battle. For the sake of victory he considers them expendable. Yet how often Cﬁlr?:tti darllb(elious 1:'nd dlff:c?}llt; abreas of
Christ’s soldiers in the easier, better paying, established and more attractive positions T},aT‘1 }fd( ersk afvi put by S esthof
dragged and in certain spiritual battle areas, it has gone backward. : us the work of home missions has

Today Free Will Baptists are rightly proud of the outstandin

3o g A g £ men and Faky . A

Home Mission fields. We feel they are some of the choice and best “soldjers ' }%Vomen}w}m DR e on. oo Natlox_lal
your “Thanksgiving Offering.” o omember them in. PERSSERERNISE et

November 19th is National Home Mission Sunday, as proclai

d ) med b & ati - saci1ati 1

ville office for more details and supplies. ¥ the National Association. Write the Nash-

I Have Given

You An Example

(John 13:1-17)

“For I have given you an example,
that ye should do as I have done to
you,” were the words Jesus spoke to
His disciples after He had. instituted
the ordinance of Feet-washing.

Very shortly, on the same occasion,
Jesus continued to say, f ye know
these things, happy are Y€ if ye do
them.”

We at the Bloss Mcmori'ﬂl Free Will
Baptist Church have learn® tl’}e joy
to be had in observing the ordm?nCe
of feet-washing. On Sun(.lay night,
AUZ—’.ust 13, we had a COX’nb“’lf'zd Com-
munion and Feet-washing service. This

Rev. Kenneth Wa :
Iker was our first feet-washing togc?ther but

not our first communion S€rVice. Our
people come from a much varied back-
ground. Most of them haye h?d i
Previous connection with the ordinance

(Continued on

Page 9)
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& - Thank God for Our
National Home Mission

Board

[ think we as Free Will Baptists
should thank God for our National
Home Mission Board. I know that the
members of the Riverview Free Will
Baptist Church of Bettendorf, lowa,
join me in extending my deepest ap-
preciation and thanks to God for the
dedicated men, who work so faithfully
on our Home Mission Board. Wit'hout
their help, there would be no River-
view Free Will Baptist Church.

When | accepted the pastorate of
the church in May of this year, a Free
Will Baptist church in lowa was o.nly a
dream in the hearts of a few fa.lth.ful
worshippers, who had rented a building
in Bettendorf, lowa. Through the help
of our Home Mission Board and the
grace of God, this dream has become
a reality.

In May of this year, Rev. Harvey
Hill, a member of our National Home
Mission Board, came to Bettendorf and
conducted a two week's revival and
organized our church. The church was
organized with 20 charter members.
Shortly after the church was organized,
the National Home Mission Board
voted to pay my salary for six m9nths
until the church could get more firmly
established.

Since the organization of our church
three short months ago, we have
twelve additional members unite

jus
had

~ with our ©
" members.

2

?
f

~ because of God's

- -

'3
* August, our
. 89,

" date is 98 in Sunday
~ League.

hurch, making a total of 32
We have also had 22 de-
Christ. During the month of
Sunday School averaged
our l.eague 42, our Y P..A, 23
d-week prayer meeting 4(.),
e for September at this
School and 70 in

cisions for

and our mi
Our averag

All of the above was made possible
love and mercy to us
] Home Mis-

be ur Nationa
and because o & liand.

ion Board has given us a helpir
nol think that Fgree Will BaptiStS“C‘VCI‘YL;
where should join me in saying, 1han
God for our National Home Mission
Board.”
Rev. Dale Skiles, Pastor
Riverview F. W. B. Church
1210 Grant Street

Bettendorf, lowa

“I HAVE GIVEN YOU AN
EXAMPLE”
(Continued from Page 8)
of humilit)’- Eighteen of our twently-
ezght Members were present for the
_ sexvice and gome (7) were out of
-

HOME MISSION RECEIPTS

MISSOURI
August, 1961
First F. W. B. Church,

Betkeleyi Mio: e il sivn 1) $ 10.00
BElmertles Batton  cre ilow s 20.00
Leadington F. W. B. Church .. 15.00
South Side F. W. B. Church .. 43.45
N. Rock Springs F. W. B.

EhRpe e o et e e 14.69
Farmington F. W. B. Church ..  40.30
FinisuE 8 orrel] s ol e Sac 1.00
Mo. State Association of

Free Will Baptists ........___ 4.78
Nevw [Harmonye, vS. whil lis 26.05
S Vandivort iie ans e 20.00
Mo. State Woman's Aux. Con. 12.50
North East Mo. District

Woman's Auxiliary .......___.. 10.00
[ R Rigestve o sglt | e 25.00
Towin @dk lieagte Vi i s 10.00
Indian Creek Association ...... 40.05
Central Western Mo.

Association of F. W. B. _..___ 8012
Kikaville GUT A ool g 250
8, A D] I o (L e e e R S M 10.00
Richwoods F. W. B. Church .. 15.63
Joplin' F. ' W. B. Church ... 500
Mrs. Thora Moody ................ 3.00
Arthur Williams .................... 10.00
Mo. State Woman's Aux.

BTV AT HON 1 et eoite e UL 2.50
Leadington F. W. B. Church .. 15.00
Mrs. Elmer Esterline ............ 1.00
Myrtle Fi W. B Church s 5.00

Totall Receipts) il Xl $442.57

town., We had several visitors that
night.

The Communion service was held
and God seemed to bless in a special
way. Then we entered the designated
rooms for the Feet-washing service.

My heart (pastor) was overjoyed
to see every man member present par-
ticipating! It was learned later that
every woman member there also par-
ticipated! We had a glorious time in
the Lord as His babes were growing
in the “‘grace and knowledge of Jesus
Churist.”

One of the ladies said, 'l haven't

been in a service like this since 1 was
a little girl of 12 back hor‘x,le. This was
just how we did it then.
; A man participant stood up (we
closed our service in an altar pra.yer‘)l,
hugged the nearest fellow ax‘l'd said, ‘I
Jove you all. I love you alll

Well, Hallelujah! The proper teach-

ing and the informing the people of

FOREIGN MISSION OFFERINGS

MISSOURI
August, 1961
Wolf Creek Church .............. 5500
ANONYVINOUS ., e iy e 5.00
South Side F. W. B. Church .. 376.05
Farmington F. W. B. Church .. 210.72
Missouri State Association .... 22.83
New Harmony Sunday School 39.23
V. Geraldine Arnold ............ 20.00
Mountain Valley Church ........ 25.00
Cannelsville Sunday School ....  20.00
Oak Grove Sunday School .... 10.00
W N o b NI e 244.24
Fredericktown F.W. B.

Churohiet e 2 A0 Bl asie 150.00
Grant Ave. F. W. B. League .. 10.00
Mountain Grove F. W. B.

Ghizrch e Somoistaas L o By 3.00
Missouri State Woman's Aux. 8.00
Willow Springs Church ... .. 12012
Mzr. Lebhman Riggs ... ... .. 50.00
Mr. Larry Lee Maxwell ... 10.00
Central Western Missouri

Agsociation Wanhe e Gl 120.18
Indian Creek Association ... . 40.05
Wolf Creek Church ... 5.00
Fellowship F. W. B. Church .. 135.00
Richwoods F. W. B. Church .. 15.63
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Bandy ... 100.00
Berkeley F. W. B. Church .. 16
First F. W. B. Church,

Mountain Grove ...........___ 35.00
Low Ground Woman's Aux. 5.00
Mo. State Woman's Aux. . 25.00
Liberty F. W. B. Church ... 25.00
Jackie Sue Wantland ... 10.00
VIvs, B 0 Wi 02 S e 2.00
#/lissouri State Woman's

Auxiliary Convention ... 7.90
Myrtle F. W. B. Church ... 9.70
First F. W. B. Church Ladies

Auxiliary, Springfield .. 15.00
Kirksville F. W. B. Church PR 0

Cooperative Plan of Support 467.46

$2268.12

e e AL S L R 5, 1

Total Receipts

t}Te whys and wherefores of this or-
dinance produced spiritual dividends.
God be praised.

Christians are hungry for a deeper
spiritual blessing. Pastors, let us not
clc»ter these blessings from our people.
Of the participants, only 3 of the men
and 4 of the women had ever observed
the ordinance before. Al] said that
they received a blessing.

Our church continues to grow both
numerically and spiritually. Pray for
our ministry here in our nation's capi-

tal, Washington, D. C.
The Walkers
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Minutes of the 48th .
Session of the Missouri
State Association of Free

Will Baptists

August 22

: . M.

7.31{)&[73. Bud Hill, pastor of the Mera-
mec Heights Church, led the congrega-
tion in “Standing On the
Promises.” Rev. Joe Ange, pastor of
the Central Church of Detroit, Michi-
gan led the Association in prayer. The
congregation then sang, “‘Since Jesus
Came Into My Heari.”

Rev. W. H. Bostic, pastor of the
Thayer Church, led the devotional
thought. He read from | Chronicles
27:28 and spoke of our responsibility
in the service of the Lord.

Rev. Roger Reeds, clerk of the
Association, called the 48th session of
the Missouri State Association of Free
Will Baptists to order.

Rev. ]ames Barker, pastor of the
host church, extended greetings from
the city of Farmington and the church.

Rev. Lester Jones, pastor of the
Kirksville Church, gave the response.

Rev. O. T. Dixon, assistant moder-
ator of the Convention,
word of greeting.

singing,

brought a

The moderator of the Convention,
Rev. O. T. Allred, was introduced and
delivered a brief message. He read
Acts 10:3 and commented on these
words of Cornelius.

Mrs. Doris Raper sang, “I'd Rather

Have Jesus.”

The congregation sang, Praise Him,
Praise Him.”

Rev. R. B. Spurgeon, pastor of the
Third Church in St. Louis, was intro-
duced to bring the initial message of
the convention. He read from Ezekiel
1325 and 22:30. He pointed out the
parallel of the time of Fzekiel with our
current era. He cited the lack of men
with backbone to stand in the gap for
God. “We need men with a message,’’
he said, “and that message is to be
Jesus.” This was a well prepared and
well delivered message.

The congregation sang, 'Have Thine
Own Way.”

We were dismissed in prayer by
Rev. Dean Burpo, pastor of the Auls-
bury Chapel Church.

August 23
9:00 A. M.

Rev. Clarence Burton, pastor of the
Fredericktown Church, led the congre-

gation in singing, ‘Tis So Sweet to
Trust In Jesus.”

Rev. Harvey Hill led the congrega-
tion in prayer.

Rev. Harry Asher led the devotional
thought. He is the pastor of the Over-
land Church. He read from a poem
titled, ““What Will It Profit?”’ and from
Mark 8:36, 37. He called upon Rev.
Glen Rehkop to lead in prayer.

The moderator assumed charge.

Rev. Harvey Hill was appointed as
assistant clerk.

Letters were read from the following
Associations: Cave Springs and
Niangua.

It was motioned and seconded that
the names of the ministers and dea-
cons be omitted from

Carried.
Rev. Hill proceeded with the read-

ing of the letters from the following
Associations: Mission, Liberty, North
East, Central Western, South East, In-
dian Creek, and the North West Miss-
ouri and North East Kansas.

[t was motioned that we receive the
letters, seat the delegates, and consider
the requests on the wvarious letters.
Seconded and carried.

The moderator gave the charge to
the delegates.

A letter of greetings was read from
Rev. and Mrs. Mark Vandivort.

Visitors of other areas were recog-
nized.

Rev. E. M. Kennedy, Promotional
Secretary of the Oklahoma State Con-
vention, brought a word of greetings

from Oklahoma.

The By-Laws of the convention were
read.

the reading.

The Committee on Committees was
appointed. They are: Rev. Woodrow
Matthews, Rev. W. H. Bostic, Rev.
Chas. Black, Rev. Grover Terry, and
Rev. Elmer Turnbough.

The Association then adjourned for
the Woman's Auxiliary Program.

At the conclusion of the morning
session of the Woman's Auxiliary Con-
vention the moderator called for the

reading of the report of the Committee
on Committees.

adopted.

August 23
7:30 P. M.

Rev. Clarence Burton
crowd in singing,

The moderator
sexrvice,

Rev. Woodrow
of the Business
partial report of t
this involved a
it was motioned
Business Comm

This report was

L led a capacity
Love Lifted Me.”

presided over the

Matthews, chairman
Committee, gave a
his Committee, Since
Constitutional change,
that this section of the
ittee’s report be laid

October, 196!

ust

upon the table until ”[‘hursda'\y(;l Au(gSee
24th. Seconded and carried.

. [tem
report of the Business Committe€

Iis
)An offering in behalf of tbe expen
of the Association was recerve
totaled, $76.21. ot
Rev. Henry Long, pastor of th;fge-
Church of Springfield, brought t Gelt
votional thought. He read from nehip
2:21. He pointed out our relath; 4t
with the spiritual mother as ng e
the physical mother emphaSIZmiritual
fact that Christ became our SP
mother on the cross. of At Thine
The congregation sang,
Oh Loxd." <
Rev. Joe Ange, pastor ?f the
Church of Detroit, Michigan, y
troduced to bring the message
e ing. a8
v?ll;ngread from Col: 4112 1 The
5:23, and Romans 12:1, 2. £ chal
He called our attention to thic e
lenge of these trying day‘s n ";’ will |
live. His subject was, ak ro Get
Take In Free Will Baptist Ran st " -
the Job Done?” He listed sevel{;elief in
First, he said there must be a'ble-
the total inspiration of the Bi ot be @
listed as second, that there MU 5 g
total dedication unto d Fo
total separation from the woxic:
in our €

ses

Central
was

f the

total consecration LB 5
living. Fifth, total investl'gatl"’:1
spiritual superstructure. Sixth, with
termination to follow throl:lg
Christ. Seventh, total resignatio?
will of God. ;

Several responded to the 1
that was extended. sary an”

The moderator made neceﬁ pene”
nouncements and prayed e
diction.

August 24
9:00 A. M.

The Convention bega
tivities by singing, At Calvary
Rev. James Barker. Lstor &

Rev. Elmer Turnbough: dF:avotiona‘1
the Desloge Church, led the Lud
thought for the morning. ¢
James 1:22.25. He point®
fact that we ought to retul’nrs o
churches determined to be Oethis Cor
Word that we have heard at ayer
vention. He then led us in P¥  were

The minites: to" the Presg
read and approved. v y

Miss Leona Thompson, Stamo' né
tician, gave her report. I.t washe
and seconded to recelve i
Carried. (See reports.) 1o& Co™

The report of the Execu? Bt
mittee was given by Rev.

pvitatio?

1. ac”
n the da¥ Ahy

T
d out

.
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SCENES FROM THE CONVENTION

«“Tis So Sweet to Trust In Jesus.” Rev. Clarenc
Fredericktown Church led a
He also preached on Thurs-

Urton, pastor of the
e‘t deal of the singing.
Y night.

|
|
\i

)\

k

{ Sto!
Meﬁng_ re.

This marked

dugh,

'“&“din The report was received by a

(§ e g vote of the body. Carried.
reports, )

| e
":'& ea;{iomh Camp Board's report
0 at this time. It was motione

Iy, SCeiv
!’h‘r e the report. Seconded and

¥y a standing vote. (See re-

| isito

l‘e' rs were recognized at this
"ughy Bob Hill of Nashville
) greetings. Rev. Billy Melvin,

' Rev. Roger Reeds stands beside the Convention
a first for this historic

morning.

Executive Secretary of the National
Association, extended his greetings to
the Convention. Rev. and Mzys. Johnny
Postlewaite, Missionaries to North
West U. S A, brought greetings.

The State Treasurer gave his report.
[t was motioned and seconded that the
report be received by a standing vote.
Seconded and carried. (See reports.)

A partial report of the nominating

committee was read and accepted. The

SRR An L . ;

i . ge, pastor of the largest Free Will

Baptist church in our denomination, spoke to a capa :

cérowdson Wednesday night. the
tate Sunday School and Le

: ague Conventi

in charge of several workshops. el

He also preached at the

Rev. James Earl Raper, pastor of the Fellowshp
Church, drives home a point. He preached Thursday

officers nominated by the committee
were elected. (See reports.)

Delegates to the National Associa-
tion were elected by the Convention.
They are: Bruce Presley, Jeff McCully,
Mys. Grover Terry, Mrs. Elva Turn-
bough, and Mis. Myrtle Jones.

The State Superannuation Board
made their report. It was received.

(See reports.)
(Continued next month)
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Woman’s Auxiliaery

Special Notice:
The Treasurer's name and address
for the coming year is:
Mrs. Roger C. Reeds
3116 Mt. Pleasant St.
St. Louis 11, Mo.
All Auxiliary monies are to be chan-
neled through her.

STEWARDSHIP

by
LLeona Thompson
State Auxiliary Assistant Secretary

Luke 12:42-44. ‘‘And the Lord
said, Who then is that faithful
and wise steward, whom his Lord shall
make ruler over his household to give
them their portion of meat in due sea-
son? Blessed is that servant whom his
Lord when he cometh shall find so
doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that
he will make him ruler over all that he
hath.”

Christian Stewardship is a position of
great honor. A steward is “‘one en-
trusted with the management of estates
or affairs not his own.” As Christian
stewards we are expected to look after
our Father's business here on earth, to
be the executors of His will, His trus-
tees. What we do we will have to do
quickly for we are just here for a short
time, for in Job 14:1-2 we find, “Man
that is born of woman is of a few days
and full of trouble. He cometh forth
like a flower and is cut down, he fleeth
also as a shadow, and continueth not.”

The chief requirement in stewardship
is faithfulness, [ Cor. 4:2. Moreover it
is required in stewards that a man be

found faithful.

In order to be a good steward we
must be stewards of the gospel. First
of all we must study the Word of God
daily for in Il Timothy 2:15 it says,
*Study to shew thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” We must know the Gospel our-
selves before we can be able to either
teach others or to be able to help others
find the way of salvation, and that is
the principal aim of the Auxiliary, to
win souls for Christ. If we really study
and meditate upon God's Word we
must be a good steward of prayer be-
cause study and prayer go hand in
hand. Through prayer we draw from

the storehouse of God the necessities
that we need to make God’s kingdom
thrive and grow in the world. Prayer
is an act or a force that beareth fruit
in our lives. We are challenged to
pray without ceasing for in I Thess.
5:17 it says, ‘Pray without ceasing.”
If we obey this command and train our-
selves to pray and to live in a state
of prayer, God’s voice will not be
foreign when He speaks to us, and we
will recognize it immediately.

We may not be able to go on the
foreign fields as missionaries, ourselves,
but through prayer for other mission-
aries we can be a big help. We can
send other missionaries by being good
stewards of our means and money.

Money is a great power for good or
evil. To some, God has entrusted little,
to some much. He expects all of us to
use a portion of the money He has
given us to spread the Gospel. Be-
sides giving money to send missionaries
to foreign mission fields, we can help
by contributing to our Student Loan
Fund, our Bible College which helps
young people to get their Christian
education which, in turn, may go as
missionaries or be servants of God at
home.

We can also help through the
benevolent work in our local Auxiliary.
This not only includes our money but
we must be good stewards of our time.
We may not all have the same amount
of money to spend in God’s work but
we all have the same amount of time,
for there is twenty-four hours in the
day for every one of us, and it is left
up to us as stewards as to how we use
it. It is used for selfish motives or it is
used for the glory of God. | know in
this busy hurried life some of us hardly
have time to read our Bibles and pray.
But let us resolve in our hearts that if
we have to leave the dishes unwashed,
the kitchen unswept, let us be sure and
take time to pray and read God's
Word and let Him speak to our hearts
and make known to us His precious
will for our lives. Let's give our talents,
however small they may be to God, He
can use them for His glory and to
bless our own hearts and lives.

We need to ask ourselves this ques-
tion, ‘‘Have I given everything— my
life, my talents, my time, my all—to
Him?"” Remember, “We are not our
own, we've been bought with a price.”

I knelt to pray when day was done,
And prayed, ‘“Oh Lord, bless
every one,
Lift from each saddened heart the
pain,
And let the sick be well again.”
And then I awoke another day,
And carelessly went on my way,
The whole day long 1 did not try,
To wipe a tear from any eye,
I did not try to share the load
Of any brother on the road,
I did not even go to see,
The sick woman just next door
toime.
Yet! Once again when day was done,
[ prayed, ““Oh! Lord bless every
one.”’
But as | prayed into my ear,
There came a voice that whispered
clear,
Pause, Hypocrite, before you pray,
Whom have you tried to bless
today?
God's sweetest blessings always go,
To hands that serve Him here
below.
And then | hid my face and cried,
“Forgive me, Lord, for I have
lied.
LLet me but live another day,
And | will live the way I pray.””
—Author Unknown

FROM WEST PLAINS:

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the West
Plains Free Will Baptist Church met
September 12 for our regular meeting.
The meeting was opened by the presi-
dent, Mrs. Claudia Combs, reading
Proverbs 15:28, and was led in prayer
by Hattie Sims. A special song was
given by Mr. and Mrs. Eugene James.
We had a good lesson on the Student
Loan Fund. Topic I was given by
Geneva Henry. Topic Il by Louise
Llewis. Topic lIl by Addie Adkisson.
Topic IV by Ella James. Topic V by
Grace Stevens. The Ist poem, ""A Cry
for Light,”” by Beulah Gilliam and the
2nd poem, "I Do Not Ask the Lord,”
by Mrs. Blankenship. Each membey
voted to send one dollar to the Student
Loan Fund and we changed the time of
our Auxiliary meeting from the 2nd
Tuesday night to the 1st Monday night
in each month. We had 14 members
present. Dismissed in prayer by Addie
Adkisson.

Cor. -Sec.



o Sis. Fern Smith, Eacl la

" . mony,
" Auxiliaries were read for information,
also a report from Hazel Cyreek Y. P. A.
“and G. T: A. was read and an oral re-
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.Agee. Topics were read by: Lola Long,
- Loletta Woods and Dorothy Latimer.
- Blossom Agee gave an interesting dis-
' cussion on Equipment for Fishers of

. Men; the Rod is the Bible; the Line is

Prayer; the Hook is Faith; the Bait is
Love; and, the Reel is Common Sense.

" Eleven members were present with two

children and four men, present. Roll

. call by Myrtle Carbin. Collection taken
- up by one of the girls, that being,

Treva Braye. Our Auxiliary sent

-+ $15.00 to Foreign Missions. The meet-

ing closed by singing, ‘‘Blest Be the Tie

" That Binds” and all gathered around
 the altar for the benediction by our
- pastor, Henry Long. Our officers for
. the coming year are:

President ................ Blossom Agee
Vice President .........._. Lena Cheek
- Sec.-Treas. .............. Myrtle Carbin
. Piano Player .........._. Blossom Agee
Song Leader ... Lola Long
Study Course Chairman .. Clarabel
Lemons
Cor. -Sec. woooeoeee Bertha Wolf
Program Committee ... Loletta
Woods, Marie Braye and Dorothy
Latimer
Welfare Committee -.-- Ruth Coday,

Mattie Grange and Dollie Smith
Tele. Chairman .. Jesse Crowder

. Cor. -Sec., Bertha Wolf
FROM KANSAS CITY:

First Free W
Auxiliary met
seven present,
“Sweet Hour of
Allene Painter,

il Baptist Woman’s
August 8, 1961 with
Opened by singing,
_PraYer." Prayer by
. . Sis. Alice Dickey, act-
ng .presu:lent, 8ave the introduction.
Topic I'. by Sis, Alice Dickey. Topic
II, by Sis. Edna Carder, Topic I, by
. . ) dy participat-
ing in closing Prayer. Sjs. Fielding

. read letter from Nogales telling about

another new church and asking us to

" pray for all their work and workers.

Cor. -Sec., Allene Painter
FROM KIRKSVILLE.

The North East Missouri Woman's
Auxiliary Convention assembled in con-
ference, July 21, 1961 at the Hazel
Creek Church. The session began by
congregational singing. Prayer by Sis.
Velma Wi]lman. The president read

St. Luke 19:12-27 for Scripture lesson.

Letters from Hazel Creek, New Har-
Low Ground and Kirksville

port was given by Kirksville and New

Harmony Y.P. A, and G.T. A, The

‘treasurer's report was read and accept-

ed. The Business Committee report
was read and accepted. The Nominat-
ing Committee report was read and ac-
cepted, making the new officers for
the year:

President ...cccovveeeeceae. Myrtle Jones
Vice President .... Mildred Gilliam
Youth Chairman ....._... Maizie Senits
Stewardship Prayer ..___. Alta Mikel
Study Course ........ Velma Wellman
Personal Service ...... Hilda Nichols
Sec. -Treas. .cocee-een Leona Thompson

Decided to have District Workshop,
September 28, at the Kirksville Church.
The program was given as follows:
Duet, “‘Jesus Is the Sweetest Name I
Know,” by New Harmony; an object
lesson on bells was given by Sis. Hilda
Nichols; song, ‘‘Jesus Took My Bur-
den,” by the Chrisman family; read-
ings, ‘‘Little Potatoes™ and ‘“The Stylish
Church,” were given by Mrs. Sylvia
Senits; solo, ''Only Jesus,” by Velma
Willman; report at the National Aux.
Convention was given by Sis. Myrtle
Jones; readings, “The Man at Galilee,"”
and ‘“Simons Wife's Mother Lay Sick
with a Fever,”” were given by Mrs.
Sylvia Senits. The minutes were read
and approved. After a congregational
song, Sis. Alta Mikel dismissed us in
prayer.

Sec. -Treas., Leona Thompson

FROM FREDERICKTOWN:
The ladies of the Copper Mines Aux.

met at the church Tuesday evening,
August 15th for their program study.
The Auxiliary was opened by the presi-
dent. with prayer around the altar.
Songs, '‘The Beautiful Garden of
Prayer’ and “My Mother's Bible,”
were sung. Scripture lesson from James,
5th chapter. There were 9 members
and | visitor present. Sis. Lillian Hovis
was elected Sec. -Treas., in place of Sis.
Mildred Killian. She and her family
have moved to Minn. They are missed
by their absence. The lesson was, “The
Prayer Life.” Topics were given by
Sis. Lillian Hovis, Sis. Edith Under-
wood and Sis. Christina Halbrook.
Benediction was given by Sis, Esther
Hovis.
Cor. -Sec., Dorothy Hovis

FROM ARCADIA:

The ladies from the Oskaloosa Aux.
met July 20 with Mrs. Gladys Brooks
for their program study with 7 present.
The meeting was called to order by
the president, Mrs. Brooks, with sing-
ing, “Send the Light,”” and prayer by
Mrs. Thelma Dickey. Song, “Love

Lifted Me.”" Scripture by Mrs. Brooks,
I Cor. 4:1-2. Officers elected for the

year are as follows:

Mrs. Gladys Brooks ........ President

Mrs. Thelma Dickey .... Vice Pres.
Frances Williams ............ Secretary

Mrs. Wilma Smith .. Youth Chairman
Jennie Williams .. Program Chairman
Mrs. Carrie Carpenter .. Benevolence

Lesson studied, ‘‘Stewards for De-
votional Loyalty.” Topics, ‘‘Loyal to
Church,” "Loyal to Denominational
Programs’ and ‘*Missions and Steward-
ship.”” The Auxiliary pays one half time
tuition for a student in Arizona Mexico
Missions in Nogales, Arizona and sent
clothing to the Children’'s Home in
Greenville, Tennessee. Dismissed by
circle prayer.

" Sec., Frances Williams

FROM LEBANON:

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the First
Free Will Baptist Church of Lebanon,
Missouri met July 11th at the church
with eleven members present. Opening
hymn, “When We All Get to Heaven.”
The devotions were given by Dorothy
Mosier, reading St. Mark, 3rd chapter.
Prayer was offered by Sue Cook. The

lesson for the evening was on forgive-

. ness, with each one taking part. It

was voted to buy railing for the steps
of the church. A gift was bought by
the Auxiliary for a member, Mrs,
Taylor, who was in the hospital with
surgery on her eye. A pink and blue
shower will be given at the next meet-
ing for Dorothy Brawley, in the church
dining room. There were three visitors,
Debby Hays, Cindy Cook and Carol

Simpson. Dismissed with prayer.
Reporter, Gladys Montgomery

FROM KIRKSVILLE:

The Hazel Creek Woman’s Auxiliary
met August 2, 1961 with Mrs. Cletus
Nichols, with 8 members and 10 chil-
dren present. The meeting opened with
prayer by Dora Sponsler. Minnie
Thompson read for Scripture lesson,
James 5:13-18. Roll call was answered
by verse of Scripture. An offering of
$2.95 was received. There was 309
Bible chapters read, 18 sick calls, 4
cards. The lesson was, “The Prayer
Life.”” Topics were given by Eihel
Thompson, lola Filkins and Leona
Thompson. Mrs. Dora Sponsler gave
the Study Course lesson on prayer. We
were dismissed by Mary Filkins. We
sign a card each month to send to Rev.
and Mrs. La Verne Miley.

Sec. ~Treas., Leona Thompson
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11 Snow Street
Whitefield, New Hampshire
August 23, 1961

Dear Bro. Reeds and Gem Readers:

Two weeks ago marked our first an-

niversary in Twin Mountain, New
Hampshire upon the re-opening of the
church there. How the time has flown,
and in looking back over the past year
we have so much for which to praise
the Lord!

To Missourians, ‘‘seeing is believ-
ing,”” and these two Missourians now
believe everything that we have heard
about the severity of the New England
winters! We do praise the Lord for
caring for us and supplying our every
need during those long winter months;
not only for us personally, but in
answering prayer in that the church
services continued in spite of the fact
that several predicted that the work
would fold up during the winter and
the doors would close again.

As it is, we continue to see steady
progress in the work. While we were
visiting our friends and relatives in
Missouri the early part of the summer,
our church people completely redec-
orated the inside of the church. It was
a real "Welcome home” transforma-
tion! Since then, the exterior of the
church has been painted. It seems that
this is the first stroke of the paint brush
that the building has had since before
World War II.

Our summer Vacation Bible School
was a real blessing with 27 children
enrolled, and all but one receiving cer-
tificates of graduation.

On Mother's Day we had our first
baptismal service with 5 who were
baptizéd and 4 additions to the church.
A great many of our people had never
seen baptism by immersion before.

At this writing, Rev. Homer Willis
is visiting in our area. He, Pastor
Owens, and Mark are now in Maine
visiting the churches there.

Rev. Bobby Jackson will spend the
month of September in New England,
and will be in Twin Mountain the third
week. We would request each of your
prayers that during his services here,
many would come to know the Lord as
their personal Saviour in this spiritually
cold North Country.

We thank the Lord for each of you
who have shared, and are sharing in
our ministry here, for you faithfulness
in giving, but most of all in prayer. For
each blessing and victory in the Lord,
we always feel that our people back
home praying helped it to come to
pass.

Seems that we cannot close this
letter without saying what a blessing
our little six-month-old son, Andy, is
to us. The neighborhood children come
to play with him daily. Most of them
are Catholic, and we feel such a burden
to see them won to the Lord. We con-
tinue to pray for our first Catholic
convert, knowing that when this hap-
pens, it will not be the last. Please
pray with us.

In His Service, /

Mark, Louise & Andy Vandivort

South Roxana, Il
August 21, 1961

Dear Bro. Reeds:

Will you please advise our people
through the Gem that | have accepted
the position of State Worker for Illinois.
[ expect to be on the field by August
29th. | am to be in Aurora, lllinots.
Please ask that persons knowing any-
one in the area to please send names
and addresses to Rev. Lawrence
Thompson, Sesser, Illinois, Rt. 1, for
I don't know as yet what my address
will be. |

Yours In His Service,
Wm. Buster
Huntsville, Texas, Rt. 3
August 18, 1961
Dear Co-Workers:

Greetings in the name of our won-
derful Saviour. Another month has
come and gone and here is our report
from the Huntsville Church on our
“Prayer and Fast Band.”” We have 11
members this time with $7.50. It comes
around fast and | ask every pastor to

join me in this move. Just try it once

and see how much we can raise. |
heard in the National Minutes that we
had over 2,000 churches, to think if all
of the churches would send as much
as $5.00 each, what. could we have
every month? Keep in mind this has
nothing to do with our National plan.

t

Y /%/f‘ CCutttiny

It only adds to it. 1 hope to see more
churches next month.
Yours for Jesus,

Lizzie McAdams

Special Notice:

Anyone having friends or relatives
living in or near the areas of Aurora,
Rockford or Peoria, Illinois, please
send their names and addresses to the
State Home  Missions director, Rev.'
Lawrence Thompson, Route 1, Sesser,
llinois.

COOPERATIVE RECEIPTS

. July, 1961

Received:
Fellowship Church ... . $132.84
Monett Church ... 63.76
South Side Church ........_ .. 33.60
Kirksville Church ... 30.00
Desloge Church ................_. 201,20
Mtn. Valley Church ... . 36.78
Liberty Sunday School ........ 40.66
Farmington Church ... 55.90
Alton Church ... 6.00
Beacon Church ... 51.20
Fredericktown Church ....._._. 260.47
Carterville Church ... 15.12
Bethel Church ... 78.07
Myrtle Church ... 13.47
,Grant Ave. Church ... 27.16
Skyline Church ... 22.35
St. Louis Dist. Qtly. Mtg. ...... 140.88
Merl's Chapel Church ........__. 22.46
Mill Creek Church .......... .. 10.78
Hickory Grove Church ... 18.27
Mine La Motte Church ........_ 10.00
Faith and Hope Church ... 16.20
Copper Mines Church .........._ 27.86
Oskaloosa Church ... 78.57
Leadington Church ............... 55.66
Hurryville Church ............... 80.00

Total Received .............._. $1529.26
Disbursed :
‘National Association of Free

Will Baptists .................._ $917.55
Missouri State Home Mission

Board ..coeeooo 259,97
Free Will Baptist Gem .....__. 152.93
Missouri State General Fund .. 76.47
Missouri State Youth Camp .. 76.47

Missouri State Superannuation

Board <o 45.87
Total Disbursed ............. $1529.26
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FROM LEADINGTON:

The Woman’'s Auxiliary of the Lead-
ington F. W. B. Church met August 3,
1961 at the church. We had for our
study, the lesson, ‘“The Prayer Life"”
in the Co-Laborer for the month of
August. Our meeting was opened by
our president, Iva Treaster. We sang,
*‘Beautiful Garden of Prayer’” and were

Jed in prayer by Allie Penrod. The

Secripture, from James 5:13-18 and also
the introduction, was read by Anna
Lincoln. Topic I: "Lord Teach Us to
Pray,” was given by Lauretta Hammor.
Topic II: “The Need of the Hour,” by
Elva Turnbough. Topic IlI: “Hind-
rances of Prayer,” by Allie Penrod.
How important is prayer? James says,
“Ye have not because ye ask not.”” We
also elected officers for the coming
year as follows:

President .................__ Iva Treaster
Vice President ... Allie Penrod

Personal Service ... Iva Treaster

(temporary)

Sec. -Treas. .........__ Elva Turnbough
Cor. -Sec. ... Anna Lincoln
Youth Chairman . __ Elva Turnbough
(temporary)

Stud.y Course Chairman .._..... Anna
incoln (temporary)
Program Praye; Chairman ........ Lola

nderwood

Cor, -Sec., Anna Lincoln

Missions Professor Releages Study on

Bible Sf:hools on the Mission Field
Providence, R, . (MNS)—"There

are NOwW approximately 568 Bible
Schools in the mission 5f,ieh)is all over
t%xe world, with g national and mis-
sionary faculty and staff of nearly
4,000, a student body of over 23,000,
and alumni numbering about 75,000,”
reports Dr, Hubert Reynhout, Jr., in
his booklet entitled The Bible School
on the Mission Field. The 72-page
booklet which has just been released
is a condensation of Dy, Reynhout's
doctoral dissertation in the Graduate
Scho_ol of Education of Harvard Uni-
versity.

Studies arranged under these chapter
headings should prove helpful to mis-
sionaries occupied in Bible School
work: The Sample Bible Schools, Their
Strength and Weaknesses, A Bible
School Philosophy, A Model Bible
School.

(May be ordered from Dr. Hubert

- Reynhout, Jr., Barrington College, 100

State Street, Providence 8, Rhode
Island. $1.25)

NOW: AVAILABLE FROM THE GEM OFFICE

Free Will Baptist Treatise (cloth bound) ........ $1.00 each
Free Will Baptist Treatise (paper back) ........... 35¢ each
Ministers License Certificates ..........o.oooooooeeen.. 10c each
Ministers Ordination Certificates ............ccoooo...... 10c each

Deacons Ordination Certificates
Church Report Blanks
Order From:

The Free Will Baptist Gem

3120 Mt. Pleasant St.

St. Louis 11, Mo.

The above prices do not include postage.

When ordering the cloth bound Treatise add 10 cenis
for postage and handling.

90009990090099 00900990990 000900000900000000000009900903

........................ 10c each

SUNDAY SCHOOL AVERAGES FOR 1961

g 4 2 B oA 9 s w8
EE 22 EEE5 558 24
First Church, Springfield .. 151
Victory, Kansas City ....._.. 68| 70| 72| 72
Mt. Pisgah ..ol 66| 69| 73] 62 68] 78
Copper Mines ......ccc......._. 95| 87] 97| 92] 88| 91
Fellowship, Flat River ... ]202|20]\|96\2|0|l98 198(193|203 | |
Leadington .ooooeeeveeeeee L, | 77] 83] 80] 87| 77| 74| 68 ’
I —— |_76] 77] 81[103] 92| 87] 86] 90 |
Fourth, Maplewood ...._.... [ 48] 57 59] 53] 44] 53 3366 -
Pleasant Grove ................ |
Berkeley City .....o.ooo...... 1217]2221217(256]231|231|201 (217
Richwoods .....ooooovrvevennn | 47] 52 55 61] 60| 59] 65| 62
Hannon ..ccccccecvimimmennnacaa.. 49| 56 45|
Jophin e 89| 76| 80| 87| 80| 77
Kirksville coooeeieeceececeen., 80| 83| 79| 80| 84| 78] 82
Grant Ave., Springfield ...]102|105[106(T16 118|111|121]104 | |
Hazel Creek ..oooovoeenen... | 51| 47] 44] 50] 51| 51] 48| 54
Twin Oak oo 52| 55| 52] 59] 50| 54 ‘
South Side Church ........._. 146|141|140(146 120|134|144 ]
New Hope, Kansas City ._.|100[109] 98 103] 93| 89| 91|103
Mine La Motte .....cecce.. 29| 22| 39| 26| 28] 35| 32
First Church, Waynesville | 69
First Church, Kansas City | 67] 68] 69| 76
}First Church, Lebanon ... 62| 63] 60] 69] 65] 60] 59| 55]
Overland Church ............. 142146(144 '
"Third Church, St. Louis...{ 99|109
First Church, Flat River __| :
Myrtle oooeacccemnicaraese e 61| 61| 60| 54 45] 54] 51] 51 |
Crystal City «coeeeeecemmmenaene. 21| 22| 23| 35| 38| 49| 39| 46 I
Bethel, West Plains ......._... 126]139[117|125|116]125]147
Salem ..c.ooceececremunmeerarecnan,
Desloge cooevecimmammmemmmeenacne.. 109[1051114]124]117{109|110 |
First Ch., Fredericktown ..|164|172{167 169] | ] {
Thayer ...cccceeeeee PUPSTR ' ’
Meramec Heights ..ceeeneco.. 22| 33
First Church. Mt. Grove ...
First Church, Monett ....___. [116 119(118




Page 16 THE FREE WILL BAPTIST GEM s September, 1961

Free Will Baptist Laymen Present:
LAYMEN’S DAY
for your local church

NOVEMBER 26TH

*A week of concentrated efforts by church laymen in seeking,
winning, and training the lost of your community.

#Emphasizing Christian visitation, cottage prayer meetings, lay
leadership. '

*Thoroughly evangelistic.

Write today for free brochure:

THE MASTER'S MEN
3801 Richland Avenue
Nashville 5, Tennessee

EVERY CHURCH FAMILY PLAN

OUR GOAL: 2,000 SUBSCRIPTIONS

The Every Church Family Plan is the best plan ever used by Free Will Baptists to keep their membership
_ informed. It is currently being used by the Gem and our national magazine Contact. The plan is simple. The church
' clerk makes out a list of the names and addresses of all the families in the church. (Be sure each home is represented
on the list.) This is sent to the Gem editor and he adds the names to the mailing list of the Gem. As the Gems are sent
out the editor bills the church for the amount of copies sent out to their members. Names may be added or dropped at
any time. The plan remains in effect until the church requests that it be discontinued. It does not expire. By using this
plan every family in every church that subscribes to the plan will be informed of denominational activities. This is the
best plan for your church. Why not use it? Here is a list of the churches who are currently active in the Every Church

Family Plan:

Fellowship .ooeeeieimiiniiaeeaees Rev. James Earl Raper ’ Springfield ..o, Re\}_ Henry Long
AMILY oo Rev. Robert Carlson Neosho -orooeeiiieiiicen e Rev. James McCully
Black Oak ..ooeeeeoeeeeeieeeeaen - Rev. Wm. Reeves Mine La Motte ........c.......... Rev. Albert Halbrook
New Lebanon ...ccccciveanemnnees Rev. Ronald Clifford Union Light ccccceeecccc .. Rev. Curt Johnson
Leadington .ccceccecveeececcvvceens Rev. W. T. Turnbough Bethel' e Rev. Davie Combs
Copper Mines .....ccceceveeremcenn- Rev. Willard Darnell Mt. Pisgah Sreereescecesuteii e Rev. Fred Wynn
Myrtle .o Rev. Wayne Parsons - Fourth, St. Louis ... Rev. Max Courtney
Kirksville oo eeieieeeeemceeeanae Rev. Lester Jones T‘_’Vin (O Rev. Truman Huffman
Overland oooeeeeeeeeeneee Rev. Harry Asher Vx‘ctory ------------------------------------ Rev. Glen Rehkop
Berkeley . ooooioiieaeiaeeeeeeeeeeaneeee Rev. Harvey Hill 11\34‘11 Creek .o Rev. O. D. Matthews
LY o) 1 Rev. Paul Williams Fea;:oa """"" G Rev. Woodrow Matthews
Farmington .....o..oceoreioieencienen Rev. James Barker Irst, Bansas City ......ooooeeeeoeee. Rev. Alice Dickey
Verdella oo oo, Rev. Winfred Davie New Hobe oerrcrrcrrrs Rev. James McAllister
Richwoods ..ocooiaeiiiiaeeeens Rev. Gaylord Huckaba er APEL coveencnes e Rev, O. T. Allred
Oskaloosa —.occociciioni, Rev. O M
Old Bethel ..ccvoaevnnneeenein... Rev. Clarence Burcham . O. J. Mackey
Jones Chapel .....ccceeiirennnn... Rev. Chas. Black
Mt, ZION e eaeeeeeeeeeeemeaeemene Rev. Ralph Cook Pleasant Ridge ............ R 'M as. blac
South Side wmoooeemmoeeeeeeeeeeeernene Rev. Roger Reeds Now Harmony ™™ R o M. K. Cline
Thayer —.........ooooosoereeeeeere Rev. W. H. Bostic Grant ey e Rey. Mildred Gilliam
Carterville ..ooooveeeeieeeeeiennaes ‘Rev. Archie Buress Monett e Rev. Tr(;)r:: Tle)rry
l};;'edericktown ........................ Rev. C. H. Burton .ﬁxu}isberry Chapel .....ccceeeeeeeee. Rev. Dean yBur;z
‘Pleasant Grove .....iooocooceeemeceeesomemceeemrmcsnvesaanennnc ebanon ... Rev. CI :
"%artinstown ________________________ Rev. Kermit CI‘OOkS Iltdguntain Valley ------------------ ReV. ﬁloor(r?:r“”gxg:i(:i:
F:350 0= o N Rev. C. M. Hatfield 1073 3 5 2 Rev. David 8.
iirst, Flat River .o, Rev. Dale Jones Il\)/lesloge g Rev. Elrlner T{::'Irll;:)sou{;h
(23 S Rev. C. A. Dodson eremac Heights oo - ....Rev. Bud Hill
Third, St. Louis ........ R Rev. R. B. Spurgeon Mendota Mission .......coocecennene.. Rev. Alta Mikel
Y 5L - WU S Festus .o Rev. Leslie Logsden




