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PROCEEDINGS. 

ThP fourth Annual Session of the General Conference of the Original 
Free Will Baptist church of the United States met with Bay Branch Free 
Will Baptist church, Timmonsville, S. C., May 21, 1924, at 10:~0 o'clock A. M. 
The Conference was opened by 30 minutes praise and prayer service, con
ducted by the Moderator, Rev. John L Welch, after which Rev. Neal H. 
Parrish of Georgia, preached the opening sermon. According to the pro
gram, he used as his subject, "Our Denominational Assets." His text was 
takt'n from Luke 12:32. ctFfar not little flock, it is the Father's good plea
sure to give you the Kingdom." The speaker told what had given us as a 
denomination. He ~poke of our crganizat ion in the 11ation, the states and 
districts with all the auxiliaries and systems. He spoke of our various 
institutions and urgl?'d his audience, in conclusion, to press forward in the 
work of the Master and possess the Kingdom which our Father has prom
h;ed us. Mter the sermon the Conference was called off for refreshme:tts. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 

The Conference reassembled at 1.30 o'clock and a fter song and prayer, 
Rev. G. C. Vause, the local pastor, delivered the welcome address and the 
response was given by Bro. J as. Cheshire of Georgia. 

The roll was· called and the following were appointed Cr-edential Com
mittee: Rev. R. F . Pittman, Chairman, G. C. Vause and G. W. Cherry. 
The committee retired and called for the cr.edentials of the various dele
gates, af ter which they made their report and the following were enrolled 
as delegates from the various bodies: 

NORTH CAROLINA.-Rev. E. C. Morris, for the State Convention. 
Rev. W. B. Everett, for the Eastern Conference; Rev. R. N. Hinnant, for 
the Western Conference; Rev. L. R. Ennis, and layn1an W. A. Jackson, for 
the Cape Fear Conference; Revs. R. F. P ittman and Thos. E. Beaman, for 
the Central Conference. 

SOUTH CAROLINA.-Revs. G. C. Vause and M. H. Mellette for the 
' South Carolina Conference; Rev. J. W. Moore, for the Eastern Conference. 

GEORGIA.-Layman T. G. Harvey, for the State Convention; layman 
Jas. Cheshire and Rev. J. G. Harris, for the Midway Association; Rev. 
Neal H. Parrish, for the Georgia Union Association. 

TENNESSEE.-Miss Ruth Stewart, for the Cumberland Association. 
ALABAMA.-Rev. G. W. Cherry, for the State Line Association. 
OHIO.-Ther.e was a letter read from the Ohio River Yearly Meet-

ing and it was accept()(!. 
On motion, all visitors be invited to seats and council with us, and 

that they be given all t he -privileges of the Conference .except that of vot-. 
mg. 

The following visitors were present and made welcome: Revs. E. P. 
Kirby, M. S. Todd and A. L. Williams, of the South Carolina Conference; 
Mrs. R. l\l Hinnant from North Carolina, and Mrs. T. G. Harvey from 
Georgia. 

• 



• 

4 GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

At this time, Rev. W. B. Ev2rett. brought a very timely message on 
"Our Task." H<> spoke of the great importance of maintaining what we 
have at the pt·esent and the great necessity of increasing our capacity for 
our future development. He related the ~eat sacrifice which a few have 
made and its results, stating that if all had made an equal sacrifice that a 
much gr<'ater result could have been achieved. His plea was for a solid 
front that we might accomplish that which would be pleasing to the God 
we serve. 

Th<> various committee were appointed a s follows: 
PUBLICATION.-Revs. Thos. E. Beaman, Geo. C. Vause and layman 

T. G. Harvey. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL.-Revs. E . C. Morris, L. R. Ennis and G. W. 

• 
Cherry. 

EDUCATION.-R•evs. W. B. Everett, H. V. Oliver and R. N. Hinnant. 
EVANGELISM.-Revs. R. F. Pittman, Neal H. Parrish and J. W. 

Moore. 
RESOLUTIONS.-Revs. M. H. Mellette, J. G. Harris and layman 

J as. Cheshire . 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK.-Miss Ruth Stewart, Rev. J. W. Moore 

a, d layman W. A. Jackson. 
Conference adjourned until Thursday 9 :00 A. M. 

THURSDAY :MORNING. 

Conference came together at the appointed hour. The devotions were 
Jed by Rev. E. C. Morris, after which the business session began. The 
minutes of the previous day were read and approved. 

On motion, Bro. W. A. Jackson be seated as delegate from the Cape 
Fear Conference of North Carolina. 

Reports of various committees and officers were taken up at this hour. 

REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY. 

To the General Conference of the Free Will Baptist of the United States:· 
Bretht·en.-As your Field Secretary, I submit as my report the fol

lowi~g: I have sought through correspondence to communicate with lead
ers among our people in a number of Southern States with the hope that 
they be finally drawn into this great organization, having received assur
ance from some that they will finally bring their people to join us. 

I fef'l, brethren, that we have every reason to feel encouraged and to 
go on with this work. However, exercising duE> patience and working 
tenaciously. (Report adopted.) ' 

NEAL H. PARRISH, Field Secretary. 

REPORT OF YOUN~ PEOPLE'S WORK. 

The Cmmittec on Free Will Baptist League recommend the followin~ 
1. That the Chairman of the Free Will Baptist League work in the 

various states, organize in-so-far as is possible, Leagues in the local chur
ches; that local leagues organize themselves into Disotrict League Conve~ 
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tions, District League Conventions into State League Conventions, and fur
ther, that State League Conventions work under the auspices of the Gen
eral Confer<'nce. 

2. We recommend that the Free Will Baptist League Board arrange 
to provide a Department in the Young People's FriE.>nd for the Juniors, and 
that an editor b~ appointed by the Board for that work. 

3. V/e further recommend that each Conference and Association in 
each state represented in this Conference be requested at its next annual 
meeting to contribute to the financial support of the Free Will Baptist Lea
gue work, such funds to be for the promotion of the work. 

Report adopted. 

RUTH STEWART, 
J. W. MOORE, 
W. A. JACKSON, 

Committee. 

REPORT OF TREASURER. 

The Trea~ur<>r begs to make the following report for the year 1923: 
Received from the Cumberland Association of Tennesc:ee __________ $ 10.00 
Received from the Eastern Con-~'E'rence of North Carolina__________ 10.00 
Received from the Central Conference of North Carolina__________ 10.00 
Received from the Cape Fear Conference of North Carolina,________ 10.00 
Rect•ived from the State Convention of North Carolina____________ 10.00 
Received from the Midway Association of Georgia ---------------- 10.00 
Received from Georgia Union Association of Georgia______________ 20.00 
Recl'ivcd from the State Convention of Georgia______ ____________ 10.00 
Received fr om the Ohio River Yearly Meeting of Ohio____________ 10.00 

Total----- ------------------------------------ -$100.00 
Paid Recording Secretary --------------------------------$10.00 
.Paid F. W. B. Printing Co·-------------------------------- 72.80 

Total paid out ------------------------------$82.00 
Balance on hand -----------------------------------------------$ 17.50 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. CHESHIRE, Treasur er. 

The Treasurer's report was adopted. 
Rev. J. W. Alford, who was appointed to investigate the copyright on 

Dunn-Butler Theology, reports that he has been unable to gather the de
sired information. The work was def( rred until later. 

At the 11:00 o'clock hour, Hon. M. B. Prescott, of Ayden, N. C. de
Iiven•d a very interesting and logical message on "Church Progress" ~fter 
which the Conference was called off for refreshments. ' 

TIIURSDA Y AFTERNOON. 

Conference came together at 2:00 P . M., and after song and prayer, 
Rev. Thos. E. Beaman spoke to the body upon the subject of, "Does it Pay 
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to Advertise." The speaker pointed out very clearly how it pays the busi
ness world to advertise and then asked the question, if it pays in commer
cial busine~, why will it not pay in the Lord's work? 

REPORT OF PUBLICATION COMM:ITTEE. 

We, your committee on publication beg to submit the following: 
I. That we elect a National Publication Board whose duty it shall 

be to have charge of all the publication work of books, tracts, pamphlets, 
etc. 

II. That the members of this Board shall be .elected in regular ses
~ion of the Conference, with three members retiring each year. Further 
it shall be composed of one member from each state together with a chair
man who may be elected from either of the states. 

III. We recommend that the said Board take up the matter of hav
ing printed this year (a) tracts, pamphlets, etc., on the position, faith and 
practice of the Free Will Baptist. (b) The securing of copyright on Dunn
Butler Theology. (c) The publication of a Treatis~ of the Faith. (d) A 
Manual for Ministers. (E') A Hist ory of the Free Will Baptist Church. 

IV. We r<>commend that this Conference elect annually an ad\ertis
ing manager whose duty it shall be to advertise the work of the Con
ference to have under his dirE-ction the advertisement of the publications 

' of the Publication Board. 
V. We f urther recommed that in the publication business of the 

Board they secure loans when nec~ssary in financing any publication and 
that all profits derived f-rom the sal-e of books, tracts, etc., be used as capi
tal. 

VI. We also recommend that a subscription campaign to the Bap
tist paper be put on in the local churches of each state through the Publi
cation Board, with a vietwof reaching a goal of five thousand subscribers 
in this Conf-erence year; also that such campaigns, if found profitable, be 
conducted annually with the goal increased from year to year. 

VII. That we instruct the Field Secretary to gather the statistics of 
the various Conferences and Associations from year to y.ear, same to become 
a part of the permanent records of the Conference. 

VIII. We recommend that we establish a book concern and do Col
portage work; that the Executive Committee outline the plans and prese-nt 
to the next session of this Conference. 

THOS. E. BEAMAN. 
T. G. HARVEY. 
G. C. VAUSE, 

Committe-e. 
The above report was adopted by sections. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EV ANIGELISM. 

We, your Committee on Evangelism beg to report as follows: 
Seeing the need of some definite action along this line Therefore be ' , 

it resolved: 

f 
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I. That we elect a Board on Evangelism consisting of five, whose 
duty it shall be to have the supervision of the Evangelistic work of the 
General Conference. 

II. That we elect three general evangelists who shall be under the 
supervision of the General Board. 

III. That the Board of Evangelism arrange an Evangelistic party 
as quickly as possible, who shall not be confined to an'y one section or 
state, but anywhere they may see an opportunity, provided the Board con
siders it profitable. 

IV. That we ~ge all our ministers and churches to do mor-e evan
g elistic work. (Report adopted.) 

R. F. PITTMAN. 
NEAL H. P A.RRISH. 
J. W. MOORE, 

Committee. 

REPORT OF EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

The Committee on Education recommends: 
I. That eve,.y Confer-ence and Association take immediate action to 

effect the completicm of our college building, in order to secure to our de
nomination an educated ministry and laity, and to firmly establish truth 
in the minds and hearts of our people. 

II. That every Conference and Association appoint some suitable 
person to co-operate with the financial agent of the College to effect this 
undertaking. It shall be the duty of such persons to act with the finan
cial agent in an advisorY: capacity in furnishing information concerning 
the churches in his Conference or Association. That the clE>rks of each 
Conference or Association furnish the name of the person appointed to be 
the> fmancial agent. 

III. That since the Frt>e Will Baptist Seminal y at Ayden, N. C., is 
equipped to give due instruction to young men aspiring to the ministry, all 
Conferences and Associations shall require at least a high school education 
as a pre-requisite to ordination and de~and that men aspiring to the minis
try avail themselves of the opportunity for education by the denomination. 
(The report was adoptt>d.) 

W. B. EVERETT. 
H. V. OLIVER. 
R. N. HINNANT, 

Committee. 

REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITtEE. 

We, your Committee on Sunda~r Schools bt'g to submit the following: 
We recommend the reappointmEmt of Rev. T . B. Mellette to the pre

vious duties assigned him and that in connection with this that he be auth
orized to correspond with the chairmens of the various State Conventions, 
Conferences and Associatons urging them to form District and State Sun
day School organizations such as will promote the general progress of the 
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Sunday School work; and that all state organizations formed shall repre
sent with one del€gate in each Annual Session of the General Conference. 

\\ e also r f'commend the appointment of a National Sunday School 
Board as early as possible. (The report was adopted.) 

E. C. MORRIS, 
L. R. ENNIS, 
G. W. CHERRY, 

Committee. 
By motion the Conference adjourned until Friday morning. 

FRIDAY MORNiiNG. 

Conference reassembled at 9.30 o'clock and after devotion, the Moder
ator declared the Conference ready for business. 

The election of thE> various boards and officers were taken up as fol
lows: 

PUBLICATION BOARD:-Rev. John L. W-elch, of Nashville, Tenn., 
Chairman; Revs. G. C. Vause, Timmonsville, S. C.; Jefferson D. Stephens, 
Marianna, Fla.; Thos E. Beaman, Morehead City, N. C.; Neal H. Parrish, 
Hahira. Ga.; G. L. Shutes, Kynesville, Fla.; J. E. Hudg-ens, Ashland City, 
Tenn.; and layman M. B. Hutchinson, Zaleski, Ohio. 

BOARD ON EVANGELISM:-R~v. R. F. Pt'tt A d N C man, y en, . .; 
Chairman; Revs. J. G. Harris, Arlington, Ga.; T. B. Mellette, Turbeville, 
S. C. ; and layman G. W. Fambrough, Neptune, Tenn. 

ADVERTISING MANAGER:-Rev. Thos. E . Beaman. 
NATIONAL EVANGELISTS.-Revs. R. N. Hinnant, Micro, N. C.; 

Neal H. Parrish, Hahira, Ga.; and R. V. SE>lf, Asheville, N. C. 
At this hour, Rev. L. R. Ennis, brought to the Conference a very pro

fitable message on "Colportage Work." The speaker having been engag
ed in tl-te Colportaze Work himself for some time, spoke principally >from 
his own experience. He stated that the need of the work is important for 
the :following reaona : 

1. It is one of God's ways of communicating His will to man. 
2. It iS' Biblical. 
3. It reaches a class of people who could not be otherwise. 
4. It offers -an opportunity for the development of Christian work-

ers. 
H e concluded by saving that evangelists, pastors and the laity should 

engage in the Colportage work. 
The next speaker, Rev. W. B. Everett, used as a subject, "The Chris

tian and his Children.'' In this mes~age, the speaker clearly pointed out 
that the development of Christianity is principally brought about through 
parental heritage. He therefore, urged parents to live such lives that their 
children would have a foundation upon which to build a Christian charac
ter. 

lege 
At the close of Bro. Everett's address he made an appeal for the col
and there was $6.95 raised as an offering. 
Conference called off for refreshments. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

Conferenc-e reassembled per adjournment, and after song and prayer 
the business of the Conference was resumed. 

Resolutions were offered as follows: 
Realizing the laxity with our people relative to churches and minis

ters who fail to live up to the standard established by Christ and the early 
church, 

Therefore, Be it Resolved, That this Conference shall regard it as an 
act of disorder for sister Associations and Conferences to take into fellow
ship any church or minister expelled by a sister Association, Conference 
or church or to allow preachers the use of our stand that has been expelled 
by any sister church for immoral or unChristian conduct or being unsound 
in the fa ith and doctrine. 

Offered by M. H. Mellette and J. G. Harris. The above resolution 
was adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS OFFERED BY M. H. MELLE'l*fE. 
We, the General Conference of the Original FreE- Will Baptist church 

being under conviction that the eighteenth amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States is in keeping with the high ideals of good citizenship 
and good governm-ent, and further we believe it to harmonize with the 
policy and ideals of our Christian forefathers, and especially the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. And therefore, realizing strenuous efforts for legalizing 
the manufacture and sale of light wines and bear by those who are op
po::;ed to good government and ideal citizenship are being cxercis('d in our 
nation. 

Therefore, Be it Resolved, By this G neral Conference now in session. 
May 21-23, 1924, go on record as opposing any legislation effecting or al
tering the above mentioned amendment and also the Volstead Act; and 
secondly we ask each of our minis:ters here assembled to write their r e
spective Representative in Congress and Senator of the United States stat
ing our position and expressing our desire and prayers on this important 
issu-e. 

Thirdly, We off€.'1· our faith and assure our support to those in auth
ority in forcing the said laws by giving them our undivided co-operation 
and strength with same. (The resolution was adopted.) 

On motion the Secretary be authorized to prepare manuscript for the 
press and that there be one thousand minutes printed and they be distribut
ed among the various Conferences and Associations, and that he be allowed 
ten dollars for his service. 

On motion we accept the invitation of Rev. G. W. Cherry to meet 
with Howell's Grove, four miles south of Ashford, Ala., next year. 

On motion that w-e render a rising vote of thanks· to the people of 
Bay Branch church for the generous hospitality shown us during the sitt
ing of this Conference. 

On motion we render a rising vote of thanks to Mrs. R. N. Hinnant 
for her service in rendering- the musical program. 



.• . ' . . 
10 GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

. . \ . . . . . ~ . 
On motion the same Superintendents of the Young People's work in 

the various states be· re-elected. < • -

The Confrrence closed by singing 4'Blest be the Tie That Binds." · 

. . 
E. c .. .MORRIS, Recording Secretary. 

JOHN L. WELCH, Moderator. 

P. S.-After the Conference closed Rev. · L. R. Ennis related the sad 
condition of the distraction of Rock Ridge church in Harnett Co., N. 0., by 
a cyclone and there was a plea made for help to re-e~tablish the church in 
the tovm of Coats. There was a suggestion that all the ministers take a 
free will offering in their churches for this cause. 

CONSTITUTION AND BY·LA,VS. 

PREAMBLE. . . . 

· In a m~eting called to meet with Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist 
church, in which meeting was: represented the Original Free Will Baptist 

. of the follo"Wing states: Alabama Georgia, North Ca:·olina, Ohio and . , 
Tennessee. In this meeting a committee of five was appointed to draft ·a 
Constitution and By-Laws, by which this organization shall be governe~. · 

.. Section 1.. This organization ·shall be known as The General Con
. ference of the Original Fr.ee \Vill Baptist of the United States. 

Section II. The object of the organization shall be to bring together 
·. our people throughout · the United States , for th.e purpose of counseling for 
the general interest of our denomination. . 

.. III. This organization shall be composed of the various Associa
tions, Conferences . and Conventions ·of the above named states, · together 

· with other like bodies o! the same fait~ and ·practice, which may hereafter 
be admitted. · 

Section IV. .Each Association or Conference shall be allowed two 
· representatives, . and the State . Conve-ntion of the states shall be alowed one 

representative each. However, a minister in. good standing in his Con
ference or As&'Ociation, shall have full right to counsel with us in all our 

·. discussions, but the right to vote is allowed only to the legal representative 
of said Conf-erence or Association. : · 

·) . . Section V.--:-Article 1. The officer~ of this orglmizatlo~ . shall . constst 
_ of a Moderator, Vice-Moderator, a ·secretary and . Treasurer, which ·shall be 
: elected for a term of years.. There shall be eieete·d also, an Executive Com-

mittee of five, who shall serve a term except the first four mentioned who .. . . , 
shall serve for a term of one, two, three and four years respectively. · 

:Article 2. This organization shall have a credential .committee com
posed of one representative from . each state. The moderator exercising 
authority to appoint said committee, and such other committees as the body 
may deem proper. . 

. :. . . Article 3. . Each Associ~tion, . Conference or · Con~ention belonging ·to 
this body shall be requested to donate the -sum of tEm dohars· ($10.00) an-
nually for the promotion of the interest of this organization. . .. . 
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Article 4. Each representative shall be required to prese-nt creden
tials together with a report from the body represented. 

Article 5. The members· of this organization shall be governed by 
the usual parliamentarY\ rules and usages of deliberative bodies. 

Section VI.-This body shall hold its sessions annually, conve ning on 
Wronesrlay before the last Sunday in each May·, at such place as may be 

, designated by the Ext--cutive Committee. 
Section VII. This Constitution may be amended by a vote of two

thirds majority of the members present in any regular session; but vote 
on the amendment shall not be taken until the day following the offering 
of said amendment. 
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