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PROCEEDINGS 
The Seventh Annual Session of the General Conference of the Ori­

ginal Free Will Baptist Church of the United States met with Salem Church, 
Cottondale, Fla., in the Salem Association, June 15, 1927 at 11:00 o'clock 
A . M. 

The session was called to order by the Moderator, Rev. John L. 
Welch, after a very timel~· message by him the Conference adjourned 
for lunch. 

WEDNESDAY 1:30 P. M. 

The Conference reassembled for business and after praise and prayer, 
the Moderator appointed the Credentials Committee consisting of : M. H. 
Mellette, C. I. Wells and Thos. E . Beaman. The committee thus appoint­
ed called for the credentials of those present and made 1·eport as follows : 

ALABAMA.-Rev. J. W. Posey, Harlford, Ala., and Rev. J. A Pet­
tis, Slocomb, Ala., from Un:on Hill Association. Rev. J. M. Murdock, 
Ashford, Ala., and R. G. Hatcher, Bascom, Fb., f rom State Line Asso­
ciation. 

FLORIDA.-Rev. Henry Melvin, Marianna, Fla. , and E. S. Haddock, 
Alford, Fla., from the Salem Association. Rev. C. I. \Yells, Graceville, 
F'la., and Rev. A. L. Pate, Blountstown, Fla., from Liberty Association. 
"\V. M Duncan, address not given, and F. M. Knight, Blountstown. Fla., 
from Blountstown Associaticn. 

GEORGIA.-Rev. \V. T. "\\' iley, Hilton, Ga., and Miss Dot Harvey, 
Jakin, Ga., from the Midway Associat ion. 

NOHTH CAROLINA.- Rev. E. C. Morris, Durham, N. C., from the 
State Convention. Rev. A. E. Rouse, Dudley, N. C., from the Eastern 
Conference. Rev. Thos. E. Beaman, Morehead City, N. C., from the 
Central Conference. 

SOUTH CAROLINA.-Rev. 1\1. H. Mellette, Turbeville, S. C., and 
Rev. T. B. Mellette, Colquitt, Ga., from the South Carolina Conference. 

TENNESSEE.-Rev. D. T. Armstrong, Thomasville, Tenn., from the 
Cumberland Association. 

Other officers and visitors were present as follows: Rev. M. M. 
Hicks, Hilton, Ga., J. C. Ingram, and J. C. Howell, Dothan, Ala., from 
State Line Association. Rev. J. C. Eldridge, Cottondale, Fla., Revs. G. 
L. Shutes, S. T. Shutes and K. V. Shutes, Kynesville, Fla., from the 
Salem Association. Rev M L Hall, Carryville, Fla, and Rev. A. B. Nel­
son, Bonifay, Fla., from the Liberty Association. Rev. J. T. Knight, 
Blountstown, Fla., from Blauntstown Association. 

Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Alford, Kenly, N. C. and Mrs. Alice E. Lupton, 
New Bern, N. C., General Secretary of Y. P. Work, from the Eastern 
Conference. Rev. Jas. Evans, Jacksonville, Fla., from the Western Con­
ference of N. C. Mrs. Fred Polston, Nashville, Tenn., General Secre­
tary of Women's work and Rev. John L. Welch, Nashville, Tenn., Modera­
tor, from the Cumberland Association. 

After the delegates were seated and the visitors made welcome, the 
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2 THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

l\Iode1ator called for verbal reports from the field. Great progress was 
repm·ted .from the various states which was very gratifying. 

The follcwing were asked to preach during the session: Wednes-

day 8:00 P. 1\f. Rev. D. T. Armstrong, Thomasville, Tenn. Thursday 
11:00 A. l\L Rev. 1'hos. E. Beaman, Morehead City, N. C. Thursday 8:00 
P. M. Rev. M. H. Mellette, Turbeville , S. C. Friday 11:00 A. M. Rev. 
E. C. Morris, Durham, N. C. 

Conference vdjourned until Thursday 9:30 A. M. 

THUU.RSDAY MORNING, June 16. 

Conference met at the appointed hour and after praise service the 
business was resumed. 

l\Iinutes of previous day read and approved and roll of delegates and 
officers called. 

The 1\Ioderator called for the reports of the General Secretaries and 
officers. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 1926. 

Amount on hand last report ----------------------------------$ 
Amounr s received as follows: 

Eastern Conference, N. C. -----------------------------------­
Cumberland Association, Tenn. ---------------------------------­
Libert~ Association of West Fla. ------------------------------
Salem Association of Fla., 1925 and 1926 -------------------- ---­
Ohio Y. M. Assoc;ation of Ohio ----------------------------------
South Carolina Conference --------------------------------------
Georgia State Convention ---------------------------------------­
State Line Association of Ala • . ----------------------------------
North Carolina State Convention --------------------------------
.Midway Association of Ga. --------------------------------------
Georgia Union Association --------------------------------------

92.28 

10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
6.00 

10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 

Total Receipts ------------------------------------------$208.28 
Disbu1·sements: 

Paid Recording Secreta1·y ----- ---------------------------------$ 
Printinoo of Minutes -----------

b --------------------------------

Postage ------------------------------------------------····--
Paid Mrs. ~\.lice F. Lupton -------------------------------------­
Paid Mrs. Fred Polston ----------------------------------------
Paid Rev. M. H . .:\1ellette --------------------------------------

15.00 
47.50 
5.19 

100.00 
25.00 
10.00 

Total 
Balance Cash 

Disbursements ------------------------------------$202.69 
on Hand ---------------------------------------- 5.59 

$208.28 $208.28 

Report adopted. 
J as. Cheshire, Treasurer. 
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REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY. 
To the General Confer~nce of Free ·wm Baptist, Greetings: As Field 

Secreta1·:y, I beg leave to submit the following 1·eport : We have endeavor­
ed to g-et in touch with as many new conferences and Associations as pos­
sible and haYe insisted on their representing in our body. Several have 
pledged to represent with us and have asked for information concerning our 
organization, its principles and objects which we have tr:ed by correspon­
-dence to explain. 

The prospects of our cause seem to be on the upward trend, our peo­
ple as never before are beg:nning to realize the great need and advantages 
of co-operation for the advancement of our cause. 

There is a good bit of enthusiasm being manifested by cur people in 
evangelism and education, which we feel will work out for our salvation as 
a denomination and to the glory of God. 

Our people are becoming more awakened to the advantages of our Press, 
and in a g-reat mam~ instances are waging special campaigns to get our 
paper in every Free Will Baptist home within our Conferences or Associa­
tions. 

We wish to extend our thanks to this body for the co-operation we have 
received. 

Yours for a greater Church. 
M. H. Mellette, Field Secretary. 

Report adopted. 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF WOMEN'S WORK . 

T o the General Conference of Free Will Baptist Churches when con­
vened v. ith Salem Church, Cottondale, Florida, June 15, 16, 17, 1927. 

As General Secretary of ".omen's work, I beg to submit the following 
report: 

My work for the year has been largely thl·ough correspondence. North 
Carclina and Tennessee both have an organized Women's Work. 

In North Carolina their organization, which has recently been perfected, 
is called the Auxiliary Convention, and seems to be a very promising work 
for the future. I am bringing before the General Conference a copy of 
their constitution and by-laws, which they have requested to be adopted. 

The work in Tennessee has been organized as a convention for 6 years, 
with a t otal of 20 societies reported at the last Convention, and an approxi­
mate membership of 375. The Societies composing this Convention, raised 
and paid thl·ough their 1·espective churches, an amount totalling $3,674, dur­
ing last }ear. These Societ=es also adopted as a part of their program 
the promotion of 1\t!issions, Stewardship, Temperance and Orphanage, and 
have done some very constructive work along these lines in their local 
churches, having a Local Chairman for each of these Departments working 
with their President. 

I have corresponded with the following States: Ohio, Alabama, Geor-
gia, South Carolina, Missouri, Florida and West Virginia. These States 
have no organized work, but most of them have some Local Aid Societies. 
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I have received from Bro. Jas. Cheshire, •rreasurer of the General Con­
ference, a check for $25.00 to defray the expenses of the Women's work for 
this year, but inasmuch as my work has been largely through correspon­
dence, I am return!ng the check herewith. 

Respectfully, 
Mrs. Fred Polston, General Secretary 

of Women's Work. 
Report adopted. 

REPORT OF GENERAL SECRETARY OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 
LEAGUE FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 15th, 1927. 

In entering upon the duties of g-eneral secretary of the F. W. B. L_ 
June 1, 192G, I was at a loss to know where to start to work, however, after 
taking a mental suTvey of the field and with a prayer in my heart for di­
vine guidance, I decided the first work claiming my attention would be to 
ascertain our strength, if possible, as to the number of Leagues and where 
located. This we did, although we failed to get the co-operation we had 
hoped for, however there were some interested enoug-h to respond to our 
letters of inquiry. 

We found that we had lost some ground, not only in Leagues, but in­
terest had decreased shockingly in some places. 

The next step in the work, was to secure State workers-some one in 
each State to have the oversight of the wo1·k and who would be loyal and 
dependable. This was a difficult undertaking, but we did the best we 
could, and wh:le results show that ALL have not co-operated, we are glad 
to say that we have had splendid support from quite a number. The 
number of Leagues reporting in response to my inquiry was twenty-eight. 

The third effort, was to outline plans for the work in general, mail a 
copy to each State worker, and also to each League, besides sending copies 
to various Churches throughout the South where we could secure the names 
of Church clerks. We did not stop the1·e, but wrote to many of our pre­
achers, enclosing plans for the work, and asking for their assistance. 

This did not meet with a general response, but we were able to obtain 
some worthwhile results. 

The next work, as we saw it, was to arrange for Literature. This was 
quite a task, greater than many are aware of. 

We had to decide first on the kind of literature needed, and second, se­
cure an editor, arrange for printing, and third, plan for taking care of the 
financial part of it. 

Believing that a quarterly would meet our needs better, perhaps than 
anything else, we decided in favor of this, and proceeded in the effort to 
secure an editor. After some delay, and anxiety, we were fortunate in se­
curing the services of Rev. T. E . Beaman, of Morehead City, N . C., to ar­
range the lessons in proper form, selecting and outlining topics that would 
appeal to our young people and at the same time, give them the neressary 
training for Christian se1·vice. 

Next we had to arrange for the printing and mailing. 
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Reafzing how slow some of our people are to respond to a?peals for 
money, and also confronted with the fact that we had to. con~ce those 
who were doubtful 1·egarding the work in general, we decided, mstead of 
making numerous and stressing appeals for funds, that we would acc~pt t~e 
proposition made by our own Printing Press at Ayden, N. C., through 1t::> 
manag:ng Editor, Bro. C. K. Dunn, which was as fo~l~ws: . 

The Printino- Press would do ou1· printing and ma1hng, selbng the quar­
-oorlies at 10 ce;ts per copy, bear all losses, and if the sales exceeded the 
expense, the Press would d1·a w a percentage of the dividends, same to be 
agreed upon by parties concerned, this to be a temporary arrangement, o1· 
until the 1927 session of the General Conference. 

This Literature has been published quarterly since October 1, 1926, with 

the following results: 
JLast quarter sales for 1926 ---------------------------------------- 456 
First quarter sales for 1927 - --------------- ------------------------ 939 
Second quarter sales for 1927 ----------------------------------- - 910 

Total ------------------------------------------------- 2300 

Realizing that our Pr:mary League must be provided for, we wrote 
some of our State secretaries f er suggestions. 

After seriously considering various methods, we decided to ad on a 
suggestion from l\1iss Dot Harvey, of Jakin, Ga., who thought it a good 
idea to provide prog-rams through the columns of our Church Organ, The 
Free \Vill Baptist paper. This, in her opinion would serve two purposes; 
first, :t would give the little folks an outline for their work, and second, 
increase interest in the paper. Miss Harvey kindly consented, though re­
luctantly, at first, to arrange these weekly programs, using topics fou~d 
in the Quarerl~· simTJlifying same to meet the needs, this she has done w1~h 
the assistance of some of her local co-workers, and so far as I know, th1c; 
plan has been sa-:.isfactory. 

1\Iiss Harvey hesitated, when called upon for this work, only because 
~he felt that someone else was better fitted for it. However, when sh~ 
learned that it was cur sinceTe desire that she take upon herself this re£pon­
sib:Iity, she did not try to lay- the burden on some one else. She has cooper­
ated in eve1·. possible way and has stcod loyal and true in her endeavors to 
lhelp the cause at large. 

According to the best information I can secure, we now have about G1 
'Senior and Jun'or Leagues, with 58 of these bu~ing our Literat ure. 
Leagues in North Car~lina ------- ------- ---------------------------- 3G 

4 
4 
3 
2 

Leagues l·n Tc..nn --------------------------~·------~ . ----------------
Leagues 1n Georgia --------------------------------------------
Leagues ln Flon.da ------------------------------------------------
Leagues i~ Ohio ---------------------------------------------­
Leagues in Arkansas ----------------------------------------------­
I. .. eagues m Alabama -----------------------------------------------
Leagues in Oklahoma ______ _____ :... _________________________________ _ 

Leag-ues in Illinois -------------------------- -----------------------

1 
4 
3 
1 
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----------·----------------------~----------------------· 
Leagues in South Carolina __ ;.. ________ ·------------------.------------- 2 
L . 1\"'. . . eagues 1n -.~.1ssour1 ---------·------"-------------- .:.. ____________ :.... ___ ..:.__ 4. · ... 

. ; . . . 
· . . ·Total ______ ...:_..:--... -------.---------- - .... -------------------64. . . 

. Primary Leagues __ --- -.,.. -"-""'- ______ ----~----------- ---------18. 
Financial report: .. _ _ •••.. 

Ueceived at the. beginn:ng of- Conference year from the General 
· Conference for the promotion of the work --------------------$100.0(}. 

Brought forward for dues·-----·,...----------------- ..:---------------- 7.00. 
During the year from Tenn. ------------------------- - ---------- 26.75: 
During the year from Ga. __________ ..:. _________ . __ .:._______________ 10.00·~ 

During the year from N. C.·-------------------'"'---------------- 75.84 
For dues from various Leagues _____________ ..:._ _____ ____________ 14.00 · 

Total _____ .:.·~ -~~-~---·~--.., --------... ~~.:. ____ --~ -----------$233.59 ~ 
Disbursements: . . . . . . . . . . . . , 

Rev:. T. E. Beaman for expense of preparing ~anuscript for Quarter-
!' . 

- ~ 1e~ . - -r---~-----~~~----~~----------------------------------$ 
F. Vi. D. ;Press for booklets on ''How to Organ.ize'' ~-------------
Fidelity Lodge, Morehead City, N. C., for letters ______ _ .:_ ____ ___ _ 
Alice E. Lupton, travelling expenses in inte~e·st oi League Work __ 
J>rinting letters and constitution ------------'--------------------p . . . ' ' 

osage and stahonery --- .... ----------------------'----------------
.. , 

51.75 
10.00 
3.28. 
8.35-
6.00 ' ... 
4.15-· 

Total disbursements --------- ____ :.__ ---------------------$83.53:. 
Balance in treasury · ---:-:._ _________ .:, ____________ _____ _____________ $148.06.: 

. During the past several months, we have been mainta1ning a Department : 
in the Free Will Baptist paper, for League work, .ver:f ably edited by Mrs .... 
L. E. Ballard of Kinston,. N. C. It only needs the co~operation {)f the pro~­
moters of the Young People's Work to make it a success 

Our literature fer-the next quarter is being prepared, ~nd we are urging.'· 
our people. everywhere, to secure a number of these quarterlies and otganize . 
their young folks into Leagues~ thereby . doing them a good turn and also< 
assisting in boosting the work as a whole. 

No definite plans are arranged . for, aside from the next quarter, the· 
matter being now in the ha~ds of the Conference. ; 

North Carolina, so far, is leadin~ ·in the number of Leagues also in~ 
finance. We think the reason for this is, that since 1922, when this honor--·. 
able body met.Jvith ~~arshall, N. C. F. \V, . B. Church, North Carolina has,. : 
to some extent, been ~ctive, through _the various Conference districts in or- :· 
ganizing ~nd otherwise creating interest in the League work. Also, the: 
State Convention has played an importa,nt part, by having an organized body 
of workers u~der the direction o! Rev. T .. E. Beaman, who is State manager-: 
of the camp~ugn. The work has been organized until there are a goodly·: 
number in our State. n?w engag~4.in this great cause, 

· . .. .. · . .. · Respectfully, .-' 
· .. .. · · · · ~ .. .. - · - - ... · ". ... ·Alice E.:- Lupton, General Secretary... ·' · 

. ~ . . 
• I 

i 

• • • 

.. .. 

• • 

t . 

.OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS . 7 

-:· , By mot:on, it was agreed that t he expenses of Mrs. Lupton . and Mrs. 
Polston in. attening this session of the General Conference be refunded them, 
at the same time an express:on of gratitude for the splendid reports of the 
General Secretaries was voiced by the Conference . . : ·. · . 

" The following committees .were announced by the M.oderator: 
On Resolutions-A. E. ·Rouse, J. ·C . . Eldridge and J as. Evans. 
On Finance-T. E. Beaman, Jas. Cheshire .• and A .. B. Nelson.· 
On Missions-T. B. Mellette, R. G. Hatcher and Henry Melvin. 
On Sunday School-M. H. Mellette, K. V. Shutes and W. T. \Viley. 
On Education and Literature:._J. W . Alford, D T. Armstrong and C. I. 

Wells. ~ · 
. . On Auxiliary \Vork-Mrs. Alice E. Lupton, Mrs. Fred Polston and Miss 

Dot Harvey. · · ·. ' 
Conference called off for refreshments. . .. 

. . 
.. THURSDAY .. P. M. 

,. :: . ·. .. . . ... .· ' · .. - ~ · ~. . . . 
Conference came together per adjournment and after praise and prarer .· 

by Rev. \V. T. \Viley, tee business: .was : resumed. At this juncture, the 
Moderator recognized Rev. J; T.- Knight,- one of. Florida's pioneer ministers, 
'Yho r elated some of the events of · his long successful -ministry. His words 
were received with pleasure and gratitude. 

The various committee repods were called for at this time. 
'. 

REPORT OF .COMMITTEE OF.· EDUCATION- AND LITERATURE . 

The Committee on. Education and Literature notes with genuine pleas­
ure, the increased interest 1n the field of general education, and p~rticularly, 
the trend toward a· better educated mbistry, to the end that we may have 

. spirit filled men who are thoroughly' able to preserve' the doctrine and ideas 
of the Free Yvill Baptist Church to the world. ·· · · ' · 

\Ve wish to discourage any idea, or ·effort to d!vide our educational' ef­
forts until \ve have thoroughly equipped ·the ·College·at Ayden, N. C. ·.· we· 
insist that""lbe variouii conferences and associations require and assist the 
~·(rung men entE~ring the m-inistry, to attend and obtain training · at the · above · 

. ' named cclle.;e. · · · ·· · ; 
y.,· e. urge all our people to read au · Free .Will Baptist liter ature available 

, to them, giving particular regard to St!nday School and Young People's lit-·· 
erature. 

Committee: 
'· . J. \V. Alford, Chairman, .. 

D. T. Armstrong, .. · 
C. I. Wells. . . 

Report adopted. 
; 

REPORT o:F · coifMITTEE oN FINANCE. 
.. 

\Ve beg to recommend as · follows: . . . . · : · 
· ·. I. That a Department· of Finance 'be created 

part .of this Conference .. :.· . _) • · ~ ·· ·. 

. 
to become· a permanent ; 

' . . i ... . .. 
• ,. 

' . ~ .. .. : .. 

• 
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II. That a Board of Finance be elected as other officers of the Con-
ference consisting of five members. The duty of said board shall be to 
study the financing cf our National Work. 

III. That in order to better finance our work, we request the local 
churches to pay annually for the support of the conference the sum of three 
cents per capita annually to be apport~oned as follows: General Fund, 70 
per cent: F. W. B. L. Fund, 10 per cent: Sunday School Fund, 10 per cent; 
Women's Work, 10 per cent. Total 100 per cent. 

IV. That the money so ra:sed by the local churches shall be sent to 
the Conferences and Associations and their delegates shall bear same to 
the General Conference. 

V. That the Board of Finance work out and submit to the next ses­
sion a plan whereby all associations and conferences shall pay annual fees 
according to membership. 

VI. That the Beard shall make such plans and rules as it may deem 
best prov:din_g- they are not in conflict with the _g-eneral laws of the Con­
ference. 

Report adopted. 

Committee: 
Thos. E. Beaman, Chairman. 
J as. Cheshire, 
A. B. Nelson. 

REPORT OF COl\lMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK. 

'Ve beg to recommend the following: 
I. That our Sunday School work be placed upon a National basis 

and become a constituent part of the General Conference. 
II. That a General Secretary be elected as are other officers of the 

Conference. 
III. Th~~ the General Secretary shall have general supervision over 

the Sun~y School work in America in t he Free Will Baptist ChuTch, the 
arrang:ng for the f inancing of the National Work;. the organization of 
State Work and the supervision of our Sunday School literature, and 
such other work as the General Conference may demand. 

IV. That we urge the use of our own literature in our own schools. 

Report adopted. 

Committee: 
M. H. .Mellette, Chairman, 

K. V. Shutes, 
W. T. Wiley. 

REPORT OF COYl\1ITTEE ON MISSIONS. 

We the committee on Missions of the Free Will Baptist General Con­
ference beg to report the following: 

I. ·we lind that the Cumberland Assoc:ation of Tennessee is putting 
forth efforts to do mission work within its own bounds and have a special 
fund for the purpose of strengthening weak churches, establishing new 

j 
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.ones where possible and for helping worthy ministers m qualifying them­
selves for ministerial duties. 

The Midway Association of Georgia is also ra1smg mission and educa­
tional funds for intensive work within its own bounds. 

The South Carolina Conference is now putting forth efforts along this 
line and is raising funds for Eureka College and Mission work at home. 

The North Carolina Conferences are also engaged in constructive work 
for mission and education. 

We ask that this General Conference urge all Associations and Con­
ferences composing same to begin constructive work in helping their mm­
isters to qualify for better ministerial duties. 

The Comm;ttee does not know of any other Associations that are do­
ing constructive mission '~ork and we urge our delegates and ministers to 
put forth efforts to begin constructive mission work. 

Report adopted. 

Committee: 
T. B. Mellette, Chairman, 
Henry Melvin, 
R. G. Hatcher. 

By motion, the regular order o.f business was dispensed and ~he officers 
for the ensuing year were elected. 

ELECTION 0.(1"' OFFICERS. 

Rev. M. H. Mellette, Turbeville, S. C., Moderator. 
Rev. D. T Armstrong, Thomasville, Tenn., Vice Moderator. 
Rev. E. C. Morris, 'Durham, N. C., Recording Secretary. 
James Cheshire, Colquitt, Ga., Treasurer. 
Rev. John L. Welch, Kashville, Tenn., F:eld Secretary. 

Rev. Thos. E. Beaman, Mo1·ehead City, N. C., General Secretary oi Sunday 
School ·work. 

Mrs. Alice E . Lupton, Xew Bern, N. C., Gene1·al Secretary of Free 
Will Baptist League work. 

Mrs. Fred Polston, 318 Woodland St., Nashville, Tenn., General Sec­
retary o: Women's work. 

ReY. A. L. Da,ridson, Pine View, Ga., member of Executive Committee 
for .... ive years. 

Board of Finance-M. H. l\Iellette, Chairman; E. C. .Monis, J. C. 
Rowell, John L. 'Velch and Henry Melvin. 

By motion, the matter of the revision of the Constitution be referred 
to a committee, who shall make re'l)ort at our next session ; and that John 
L. Welch be the committee. 

By motion, this Conference au1 horize the Treasurer to issue check 
for $25.00 to Rev. John L. V/elch, the retiring Moderator, as a gi:t for the 
splendid and most efficient manm.r in which he has presided over this 
body for the last eeven years. 

By motion, the regular order of business be agam dispensed and that 
the petitions for the l928 session be considered. 
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Rev. Thos. E. Beaman ·of :Morehead City, N. C., presented the peti:.O.. 
tion .for Eureka College and urged the Conference to hold its next session: 
there. ·All other p'etitions . were . withdrawn and . a unanimous vote . was 
given to accept the petition. of · Eurelra College, ·of Ayden, N. C. ·· ·: .: : 

. . ' ' 

REPORT OF . COMMITTEE 0~ WOMEN'S \V'ORK. . .. ~· . . :. \ 

We your committee on \Vomen'i· work, r ecommend the adoption of 
the Constitution and By~laws ·as herewith submitted~ . . : 

. 2. We further recommend that the General Conference have 1000 of 
these printed, and distributed by the ·General Secretary of 'Vomen's Work.". 

. . 3 • . We also recommend greater publicity of our activities during the­
-comi.ng year through the Auxiliary Department in the Free \Vill Baptist. 
paper. · .. . .. ·-. . .·.:. 

4. · That each state make some effort through the women's organiza- · 
tions to send some funds to the General Conference each .year to help pro-· 
mote the work at large. 

Committee: 
. l\frs. Fred Polston, Chairman, 
.... Krs. Al:ce E. Lupton, 

. . 

··.·· . ,. . . . . . . " 
.. Miss · Dot Harvey." 

. . 

Report adopted. . 
Conference adjourned until 9:30 o'clock Friday morning. 

. FRIDAY MORNI~G, JUNE 17. 

Conference met per adjournment and after · devotional service the minu-
tes were read and corrcted. · .. 

By motion, there be 1250 minutes printed and . 250 . be sent to the 
Fie!d Secretary and others d~stributed in usual way. · · · 

By __ motion, the Recording Secretary be allowed $15.00 for. ·his service.: 
. . 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
• 

· The committee ·on Resolutions have examirted several res~lution·s . p~e-· 
pared and recommend their adoption. . . · ·· · 
. \Ve ask that the Moderator appo:nt a Program Cop1rnittee whose .du~. 
1t shall be to arrange a program and publish same three · months in advance. 
of the next session of this Confe1·ence. \Ve also request the Field Sec· 
retary to send several copies to the ·Moderator of the various Conferences : 
and associations f or distribution. . · · 

· We want this ~ody to .express by a risin-g vote, its ~ratitude to .this ~ 
Church and commumty for the hospitality shown us while in this session~ . : 

Report adopted. 

Committee: 
A. E. · Rouse, · Chairman, 
J. C. Eldridge, 
Jas. ·Evans. 

. . ~ . . ' 
I • ' • 

' ~ 'I .. .. · . 
. : . ' 

. . . "" / ' ' . ";.. 
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. RESOLUTIONS. 

Be it resolwa th:at the Field Secretary be empowered to arrange for 
· ·such finance as will be n ecessary for the successful prosecution of his of~ 

fice and present same to our next session and said amount be -paid by the 
Conference. 

Offered by · T. B. Mellette~ 
. . Report adopted. · 

Be it resolved · that we instruct our Secretary to prepare a special re­
port blank and furnish to the· secretaries of the various conferences and 
associations fOT making their reports and said reports to be recapitulated 
and embodied in the minutes of the General Conference . . 

Be it further resolved that we have special credentials to be submitted 
· by the delegates, sign-ed by the clerk and ·moderator of said applicant's confer­
ence or · association, to be submitted at each session ·of the General Con­
ference and no delegate shall be seated without such. 

And be it· further resolved that we have a special pamphlet of mailing 
size prepared and printed f or use by our Field Secretary, said pamphlet. 
to contain statements and definitions and expositions of what the General 
Conf~rence is and what it enqeavors to do. · 
·· Abo·;;e Resolutions Adopted . 

RESOLUTIONS ON FREE 'WILL BAPTIST TREATISE AND 
DISCIPLINE. . .. . 

Be it ·resolved that the General Conference at this session empJwer its 
Moderator to appo~nt a committee consisting of one to prepare a manu­
script for a discipline · and Free . ' Vill Baptist Treatise f<>r the approval 
and adoption · of the General Confrrence of Original Free ·wm Baptist, 
said d:scipline to be used universally as the discipline of the Original Free 
·wm Baptist, and that said committee submit the above manuscript to the 
1928 session of -our Conference. 

Above Resolutions Adopted . 

. RESOLUTIONS ON SABDATH AND PROHIBITION. 
. \Vhereas there are so .many people in our southland who are desecrat­
ing the Sabbath and violating the Prohibition law, it becomes our duty as a 
denomination t o take a strong stand against those things Therefore Be . , , 
1t ~esolved:. Tl:at this session of the General Conference, hereby, re~ 
aff1rm our allegiance to the resolution adopted at Timmonsville, S. C., and 
that we insist on the observance of the Sunday Laws and pledge . our sup-
port and influence to that end. · 

Offered by ... \ .. B. Nelson. 
Above Resolution Adopted. 

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT AND ~STEEM FOR REV~ J. G. IJARRI;{~ 
DECEASED. 

The General Conference 
In_ Memorium . 

·of the Original Free Will Baptist, conveni:r:g 
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with Salem Church, Cottondale, Fla., feels it compellingr on its part, at 
this 1927 session to acknowledge the greatness of God in all his ways and 
especially in the death of our beloved brother J. G. Harris. 

Elde1· J. G. Harris, an executive member of our Executive Committee, 
having died on the open:ng day of his respective association 1926, namely 
the Midway Association of Georgia, and whereas, Elder Harris was a faith­
ful minister and laborer for our cause and faithful in the performance of 
his duees and all that was assigned him and knowing that he reflected 
credit to our people in every respect. especially to the school at Ayden, 
N. C., to the local association and the General Conference, therefore we deem 
it expedient to make mention of his life and death on our record and giVe 
such a place in our m:Outes. 

Elder Harris was the Trustee of E01·eka College for the Free Will 
Baptist of Georgia and was once a pupil in the institution. He was also 
active in local and state affairs from a civic standpoint, and was in every 
respect a 100 per cent American citizen and also 100 per cent minister and 
church worker. 

Again in this, the General Conference bows in submission to the per­
fect, safe and sure good will of God. 

We ask that a copy of these resolutions be sent to the widcw of the 
deceased. 

Above Resolutions Adopted. 
By motion, that John L. Welch be elected Chairman o: the Program 

Committee and that he be allowed the p1·ivilege of appointing two others 
to work with him. M. H. Mellette and E. C. Morris were appointed. 

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the 
Conference with the closing sermon and appropriate devotions. 

E. C. Morris, Recording Secretary. 
John L. Welch, Moderator. 

FORM OF CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF WOMAN'S HOME 
MISSION CONVENTION OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Preamble. 
Realizing the need and opportunity of doing a great work for the up­

building of the kingdom of God through the Free Will Baptist church. "'\Ve 
hope and shall endeavor to accomplish more in this field than we have in the 
past by uniting the societies herein mentioned, having one aim in common 
that cf bettering conditions along the l:nes of Christian education, missions 
and church building. The ~unds collected from these o1·ganizations shall 
be used for the above named purposes. 

CONSTITUTION. 
A.l·ticle 1. This organization shall be known as lhe Woman's Home 

Mission Convention, and sh~ll be established within the bounds of any con­
ference or association. 

Art. 2. The officers of this Convention shall consist of a President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Executive Committee. These of-
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ficers shall be elected at each regular session of the Convention. The Ex­
ecutive Committee shall be composed of the president, secretary and treas­
urer. 

· Art. 3. It shall be the duty of the president to preside over all conven­
tions; to state and put all questions properly before the Convention; to pre­
serve decorum, lo fill vacancies in office; to appoint all comm~ttees and 
to perform all duties usually pertaining to $Uch an office. 

Art. 4. The Vree-President shall occupy the chair in the absence of the 
president, or at the option of that office, and in this capacity shall perfon11 
all duties pertaining to that office. 

A1·t. 5. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep a full and true 
reeord of all the proceedings of the convention in a book provided by the 
convention for that purpose. 

Art. 6. The treasurer shall have charge of all funds belonging to this 
convention, and shall use the same according to the conditions of the said 
convention, and shall produce a written report at each annual meeting of 
the convention of ~.11 money received and paid out. All orders for money 
during the year must be signed by the chairman of the Executive Committee. 

Arl. 7. It shaJl be the duty of the Executive Committee to look after 
the local welfare in its respective district in organizing all Ladies Aid So­
cieties, and W·oman's Home Mission Societies and arranging a program for 
each convention, and such other duties as may evolve upon it. 

Art. 8. The members of the convention ~hall consist of delegates ap-
pointed by various local societies of this convention. All ministers shall 
have the privilege as officers and delegates. 

Art. 9. This Constitution may be amended only by a two-thirds vote 
of delegates present at any regular session of the General Conference or a 
board appoin ted by the same for the promulgation of women's work. 

Art. 10. The Convention may receive reports from the auxiliaries un­
less they are organized into separate conventions. But in every instance 
where there is such an organization, auxiliaries not mentioned in this con­
stitution, shall represent in their respective conventions. 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BY-LA \VS OF THE GENERAL CON­
FERENCE OF THE ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF THE UNITED STATES. 
In a meeting called to convene with Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist 

church, Nashville, Tenn., May 26-28, 1921, delegates from Alabama, Geor­
gia, North CarQlina and Tennessee met for the purpose of reorganizing the 
General Conference of the Original Free Will Bapitsts of the United States 
and appointed a committee of five to draft a constitution and by-laws by 
which this organization should be governed. The f ollowing constitut~on 

and by-laws were adopted: 

CONSTITUTION. 
Article I. 

Section 1. This organization shall be known as the General Conference 
of the Original Free Will Baptist Chur ch of t he United States. 
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Section 2. The object of this organization shall be to bring together 
<>ur people throughout the United States for the purpose of counseling for 
the general interests oi our denomination. 

Section 3. The Conference shall be composed of the various Associa­
tions, Conferences, Yearly Meetings, and State Conventions, together with 
<>ther like bodies of the same faith and practice, which may hereafter be ad-
mitted. Also members of various standing boards. 

Sect.;on 4. Officers: Mooerator, Vice-Moderator, Recording Secre-
tary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Executive Committee com­
posed of the foegoing officers. Also, Secretaries of such lines of denomina­
tional wo1·k as time and conditions suggest their expediency, with boards of 
five each. 

BY-LAWS. 

Article I. 
Section 1. The Modera tor shaH preside over all meetings and appoint 

such temporary committees as the Conference may deem necessary. He 
shall call the Execu~ive Comm:ttee together when necessary and perform 
such other duties as parlimentar~' usar;e demands of him. 

Section 2. The Vice-Moderator shall preside in the absence of the 
Moderator. 

Section 3. The Recordinl!' Secretary shall record and keep all proceed­
ings of the Conference and Execu ive Committee, hold all valuable papers 
...,etonging to the Conference, and turn same over to his successor in office. 

Section 4. The Corresponding Secretary shall serve as statistic::~n, 

have charge of advertising and seek to bring other organizations mentioned 
in the Constitution, into the General Conference. 

Section 5. The Executive Committee shall have authority to call ex­
tra sessions of the Conference when it bcomes necessary, and act as tht 
Conference when it is not in session, such actions to be subject to the Con-~ 
ference. 

Section 6. The Treasurer shall hold all monies sent in for sundry pur­
poses and pay out same only as it is rpportioned by the Conference or up­
on receipt of vouchers properly signed by the Moderator and Recording 
Secretary. He shall g!ve bond as the Conference may demand. 

Se\:tion 7. Field Secretaries of the different departments shall appoint 
Field Secretaries in each organization represented in the General Confer­
ence, except State Conventions and such other helpers as may be needed to 
{>romote their work. and make detailed reports of their accomplishmens at 
each annual session of the General Conference. General Field Secretaries 
shall be appointed by the boards either in or out of its membership and in 
case they go out of their board membership to secure a Field Secretary, the 
Field Secretary shall have the same authority in the General Conference as 
a member o.l the board. 

Section 8. Each organization represented in the Conference shall be 
required to donate not less than $10.00 annually for the promotion of the 
general interest of the Confe1·ence. 
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Article II. 
Section 1. The Conference shall meet annually on Wednesday before 

the third Sunday in June at such place as may be designated by the Con­
ference. 
. Section 2. Each organization belonging to the Conference shall be en­
titled to two representatives for every 1000 church members or a fraction 
thereof except State Conventions which shall be entitled to only one repre­
sentative. 

Section 3. The representatives shall present credentials to the Creden­
tials Committee and be governed during businss sessions hy parliamentary 
Jaw. 

Section 4. A11 officers and Boards shall serve for a term of two years 
and shall report annually to the Conference. 

Amendments. 
This Constitution and these By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds 

vote of all the members present in any regular session, provided, the amend­
ment shall not be voted on until the day following the offering of the samt. 

(The aoove Constitution and B:r-Laws are to be adopted or rejected at 
the next session of the General Confe1·ence.) 

• 

• 



• 

• 

LETTER TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

To the General Conference of FrP.e Will Baptist of the United States.,. 

t o be held at -------------------------------------------------------

on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday between the Second and Third Sun-

days in June 1928: GREETINGS: 

We send as delegates to represent the 

-------------~--------------------------------------------------------

(Name of Convention, Conference or Association) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
(Name of delegates and address) 

Praying that much and lasting good may be accomplished through 
the General Conference. 

The stat~stics of our body are as follows : 

Number of Churches ____________ Numb3r of Ministers ____________ Number 

ofMembers ___________ Number of Sunday Scho:>l organizations __________ _ 

Number of Free Will Baptist Leagues ____________ Number of Ladies' Aid 

or Missionary Societies ____________ Na:me and number of any other Aux-

T . t' 
1 1a1·y organ1~a 1ons ---------------------------------------------------

Our Annual fee is $------------· 

Name and address to whom minutes are to be sent_ ________________ _ 

------------------------------------------------· 

----------------------------------- Moderator. 

Address --------------------------------------

---------------------------------------- Clerk.. 

Address --------~-----------------------------

I 
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