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Georgia State Convention 
• 

--oF~ 

Original United 
Free Will Baptists 

• 

., ' ·-

• 

.CONVENED WITH PLEASANT HILL CHURCH DOLLY· 
• 

. COUNTY, GA WEDNESDAY, NOV, THE 5TH, 1924;:; . 

• -

NEXT SESSION 

WILL CONVENE WITH ORANGE GROVE CHURCH 

LOWNDES COUNTY, GA. WEDNESDAY NOVEM­

BER THE 4TH, 1925 

OFFICERS 

• 

. M:oderater, Rev. A. L. Davidson, Pineview, Ga. · 

• 

Secretary, Rev. A. L. Sellars, Hahira, Ga. 

Treasucr, T. G. Harvey, Jakin, Ga. 

• 

• 

Field Secretary, N cal H. Parislt, Blountstown, Fla. 
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··MINUTES 

The Georgia State Convention of Original United Free Will 
Baptists, met with Pleasant Hill church of the· Georgia Union As- · 
sociation, in Dooly Co11nty, Georgia, on Wednesday, November the 
5th, 1924. . . . . 

. 
The Convention was opened with Devotional exercise, conduct-

ed by Eld. Neal H. Parish; Bro. Parish giving· an inspiring talk· . . 

from2nd, ChaptE>r of Nehemiah on building the Kingdom of God. 
. . . 

Prayer by Bro. W. B. Griffin. · · 
' 

Convention was then called to order by Eld. Neal H. Parish, he 
calling for Delegates from the several Associations and churches; 
These responding in the· following order. 

Georgia Union Association-: · 
C. H. Hobbs, J. N. Sangster, R.H. Mashburn, Rev.· Neal. B. 

Parish, l{ev. A L. Davidson and C .. J. Harvey, · 

Liberty A <>so cia tion:-

Rev. A. L. Sellers. 
' 

Little .Riv.er Association:-· 
. 

' . 
. 

Hev. J. A: Powers, Rev. J. B. 
. Parish and J. J. Barnes. · 

Harris, J. G. Cowart, Carson 

• . ' 

Midway Association:-

Hev; w. T. Wile~· and w. n. Griffin. 
• ' 

The foregoing brethern having given report; It was moved and 
carried that all Delegates and Ministers present be seated and · the 
Body declared in regular order for transaction.of business. · .. 

' . -' . . . 

The first business being to elect Officers, these being as follows: 
Rev. A. L. Davidson, ModeratP.r,. Hev. A. L. Sellers. Sr.cretary, 
l{ev. Neal H .. Parish, Field Secretary and Bro. T. G. Harvey, . . 

Treasuer; • 
' 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
• 
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• . 

• 

• • 

. / . 
Moderater called for Correspondents from other· States, Rev. 

J. T. Knight responded from the-Biountst(lW!l As::;()ciation of Flor­
ida, giving encouraging reports of the \Vork now going on in the 
bounds of this new Association; The hand. of fellowship was given 
Brother JCnight, he being . made Yvel~ome to sit with.· us in our . - . ' ~ . 

deliberations. • . . . 

Mo~ed and carried that we adjourn for' Preaching and' i·efresh­
ments, to re·convene at 1:30 o'clock. ·Preaching by· Rev.· J. A. 

I . . . • , 

Powers, Text Sth;verse, 9th, Chaqt er 2nd, Corrinthians. /. · 

• 

. . . . - . . 
• 

. Wednesday, P. M. · 
. . . 

I . . . 

The.body was called togetheras per adjournment; Song and . ' . . ' 

Prayer. The Committees were appointed as follows.; Missions Hev. 
' . . - ' - . ) . 

Neal H. Parish, Rev, Harris, R. H. i\lashburn, · · ' 
• 

· 'committee on i{esolu tion :- l{ev. J. A.. Powers, 
' . . . . -.~ ' ' . ' ' ...... ' . ' . . -

W. B. Gnffin, J. G. Cowart and C. J. Harvey. . ·. 
, • , I ' .. 

. . . ' 

c. H. Ib~bs, 
~-~ ' 

. . . 

·.Committee on Finance:- ,I. N.' Sangster, Hev. A, L; Sell~n', 
Carson Parish· and J. ·.J. Barnes. .. ' ·.·-. '• . 

. Moved and carried that we adjourn until Wednesday A. lVI. 9;30 •. 
Adjourned by song and Benediction by Rev. J. B. Harris • 

• 
I 

Thursday, A. M. 
. 

I . . . 

· Convention called to oder after· Devotional. servi,.e . conducted 
I . , . . , 

by. Rev. Neal H. Parish. Prayer by Bro .. C .. J; Harvey .. · Moderater 

• 

called for the report of Committees; Fol!owingare the reports same 
as adopted. . . , · · · 

Resolution Committee:-
< • • 

\V e, your Committee on Resolutions offer tl->e foliowing as our, report. · · · . .. , 

I:' 1.1e it resolved thatwewill end~avur to raise the sum of $1.00 
per Male member among ourseverill churehes, to help. in fi;,ishing : 
our College whic~ ·is now in course of construction at Ayden, N. lJ. 

The funds thus ~ecured to be sent to the next regular session, of thi.:> 
. . . ' . . . . ' ' . . \ 

Convention and, in turn 'the same to be sP.n t b~r theTnmsuer · to th~ 
CJI!ege; . · "' · . c .. : 

• 

• 

•• . ' 

' • 

\ 

' 

• 

• 



• 

' 

• 
• 

' 
., 
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•• i 

' 

• 

I.,. ·n: ·That we w1irn our Pastors to exercise greater care· in .• mak-
ing sure.that m~n are in good standing before they allow them to . ' ' . . 
fill our P•1lpits. 

·.·.· 'III: That we warn our Pastors and churches against' one K A. 
Mathew~, as an Imposter; Also, against their usin~ J. M. Emanuel, • 

· he now standing- expelled from Lake· Bradford church in Florida,. 
. ' 

for unchristian conduct. ' 
' 

lV: That in vie\v. · ofthe ·high regards in which the Midway. · 
Association has bee11 held by Sister A~sociations, it is most painful 
to us to lear.n that she is allowing.J. M: ·Emanuel to\ serve as Pastor 
of one· or more of her churches Especially is this true,· when we 
know that our Sister Association is in a position to . know that he 
is an expelled.member from Lake Bradford church; It is with . a 
deep sense 'of love that we beg them to discontinue his service and . 
sever all relations with him by th.e'nexr. regular session oCthe Con· 
ventiori; we fed that this position taken · by this Convention ·is in 
strict. harmony with former rulings of our General Conference of the . 
United State~, in matters of this nature. . · · · '· 

• 

.. V: That our Mmutes show that the Martin Association is in a-
. . ' . . - . -

state of disorder, they havin!!' received .··into ··their fellowship, 
Churches expelled by Sister. Associa.::ons and, for carrying on· their 
Minister.ial Roll, Preachers who· stand expelled bv · sister churches, 

- ' ' . - . . - . . ' 

and further, that we declare ourselves as . holding no fellowship 
witn such ~ondition ..• 1. A. Powers, Chairman. · · 

Corpmittee on Finttnce:- W e;Vour Committee on Finance beg" 
to make the following as our report. · Received at this session. 

' 

. - . 
. . : . . . 

From Pleasant ~in· Church, . $14.00 
From Christian !Jill " · . 
From Double Branches " 
From Loves Chapel .: •· 
From Orange Orove · " · 

" • • , '-- ' • ' , , _ ' I ' ' j 

From Oak (,rove . · " 
' : ... • 

$10.03 
. $ 2.00 
.. $ 4.12 . 
. ' $26.70 
' $ 2.85 .. 

. $59.70 

..· . 

'l ' • 

•' ,,,_,,, 

This gives us a total received at this SP.ssion .for . State Missions 
$59. 70; .· We wish to commend the churches that sent this for, it 

. . 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
' 

• 
' 

• 

• 

.. 
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• 
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• 

4. 
• 

. . . 
sets an example, showing other churches jtist tnw eai'ly itis· to raise 
funds in the support of Missions. Respectfully. submitted.· J. N. 
Sangster, Chairman. 

. . 

Committee on Missions:~We, .. your committee on Missiolls, beg. 
to report as follows; We have noted with p)ea!;ure, that a few of 
our churche.:5, namely, Pleasant Hill, Christian Hill, Double Branche~, 
Loves Chapel, Oak Grove and Orange Grove, have sent up to this . 
session amounts:which prove ho·.v encouragingly !>uccessful we, as a 
Denomination, could so<'n reach every nook and corner of the state 

. with our Doctri~es and orga:1ize cl;urches if only, all our churches 
would imit~te the example set by the~e churches; We· therefore, . 
beg our Ministers to hecome aroused to the point of action and· agi· 
tate the worthy cau:;e of Missions among their churches, taking col­
lections for this puroose and seud same to the next session. 

' 

• . ~ ' 

• • . 

\V e r.ecommend that this Conv~.n don go on record as, sta:1d1ng . ·· 
for World Mis!!ions; . Let. all our churches evidence a full belief in 
the Gospel, by taking a decided stand for financing our grand ·old . 
cause, fur Christ hath commandPd that the Gospel be preached to all 
Nations and to every creature. We beg ea~h Pastor ant'! church· to 

• • • 
adopt the plan uf taking Free Will Offerings for state Missions. . . . 

· S1.1bmited most praverfully. Neal H. Parish. Chairman, ·- ' . 
It was moved and carried that all of the· foregoi~g. Committee.·· 

reports be received and adopted and, Committees released. . 
• 

Miscellaneous Bm,iness: · · 
. . . . . 

It wa!! moved and carriedthat our present Mission Board· bP re­
. lieved and, that the following Brethren be elel'ted in their steaa. 

• • • 

. The New Mission Board 

· . Rev. A. L. Sellars~Chairmai1. J. G. Cowai't, C. J~ Harvev, T. G. 
Harvey and W. B. Griffin. · · ·:1·· · . · · · . ' · . 

' . Moved and carried that the next regular ses!"ion of this Convtn­
tion convene with Orange Gro~e church, I.owrides County, Georgi}i,' 
on Wednesday, November the l;,t~,-at 10. O'Clock A. M: · 

·· .\'loved and carried that v/e have printt:'d, 700 Oopies of Minutes 
to be distributed among tbefseveral churches of the ·Associations ... 

• 

• 

. . 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
' ' 

/ < ' 

' • . . 
• . . 

. .. ' \ 

.. ·Moved and carried. that the Mission- fur.ds now on hand may be· 1 • 

disbursed by the Mission Board asthey may see proper.· · 
I . • . . . .· , ' . ' - . . 

· Carried that the Introductory sermon be paeached by Eld. ·Neal. 
H. Parish, with Eld. w: 1'. Wiley as Alternate. .· · . . . · . · •.. 

. . . ' . -
. . Arising vote of thanks was given the church and·. Community ' 

for the verv generous way thev have entertained this~ ~ession . arid,. 
for the spirit of brotherly Jove they ha 'Ve manifested toward us. · · · .--_·_ · 

. . 

· Moved and carried that \Ve core~pond wi.th the No~th .. Carolina 
·State Convention by Minutes. . ' .. . . . · · .... ~ .. I , . . 

- ·• Carried that we coresporid withcthe South Carolina Conference·. 
·by Messenger, .Eld .. Neal H. Parish was elected Messenger . . ~- . -

Moved that we Pay our clerk$10.00 for services: · · 
' ' . . 

• '. ' .• 

. ~ ' . . . 

No other business; the ConvenJion ·adjourned_ to meet with . 
Orange Grove church, ·Near Hahira, Georgi~. Wednesday,·· Novem~· 
her theb:tb, at 10; O'Clock, A; M. ~ .. , · · · · .· . . · ·· · · . · • · · 7 . . . 

·. Benedict~ry Praye~ by l{ev. J. T. Knight. · . . . . · .... ·. ·. . . 

· . . · .· ··Rev, A. L. Davidson, Moderater; 
· · ·. Rev. A. L. Sellars Secretary. 

- . . . . ' . . . . ' ~ . 

Constitution of State Convention of Original United 
. . 

I . . 
• ·i -.. 

. ' .. 

·Freewill Baptists. ·· 
. ' 

'· . . ' -

1. .Original United Fre~will Baptists of Georgia resolve; That . 
. . we, the nipresentatives of. the Associations here repreRented, •- do _ .. 

form ourselves into a convention known as the State·Convention of . . 
' . ' -· 

· Georgia.· · · • 
. ' . . . • • . . . ·. '. 

• 

• 

. ' • • • 
. 2. It shall be composed of such Associations in· the . State . of · .... 

Georgia 'as believe · in and teach the · oriidrial . doctrines'-, as 
declared in their articles of faith and are controlled by the .Coristi-

. tution, Goverriment, Law mid General Policy of our original Associa- ,· 
. . .. ' . . . -, ' . . 

tions. . . _ . 
. - ' . ' ' . ' \ 

, 3. This Convention shall not discuss.Doctrines and Queries. It 
shall be purely ~dvisory. It·has -no shadow of authority 'over t~e 

• 

\ 

• 

• \ • 
. ' 

I 

' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

' 

. 
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Associations composing it; it can .only give advice that might with. 
equal authority be given by every individual. Each Association shall· 
be left to transact 'its own·. business without . supervision or inter-. ' . ., '- ' -~ ' - ·~ . 

ference. · · . ·. < ' · · · . .· . · . . · · '-
. - 4. It shall be the ohject of this Conventi~ns . to . evangelize the 

/ . ' . . . . . -

. State 0f Georgia, and to strive to' do and accomplish, many other 
things necessary to the expansion and progress '{)f our cause, such as 
Education and Christian· Benevolence, that we feel that we can ac­
complish as a body of Associatior.~. that no one isolated Association . 
can. Lcco~plish. · . . · . . ·.- . · . · · . 

5. This Convention while m sessiOn shall . by careful investiga­
tion 

1

~ind research, endeavor to fi~d out what the Associations most· 
' . - . ' . . . ' . . ~ ' ' 

. nerd to accomplish the work. most necessary to be dc..ne for · the 
general good :>four cause in our·St::tte and endeavor to ·.provide 
means by which same may bedone. . 

. . . . ' 
· . 6. This Constitution inav be altered or amended at any regular . . . 

session of this Convention by a majority of Ass0ciatiom; here 1 repre-
sented. · · . · 

• • . ' " • 

• • • 

Covenant 
• 

• . . • 

. . 

. Convention Uovenant of the Georgia State Convention of Origi-
nal Freewill Baptist:;: . · • . · · · 

' ' - ' -

... Be it resolved by all Ministers .-md their · rtpreseritatives com-
. posing the Annual Con.vention <,{Original Freewill Baptists· of the 
Stat'! of Georghi. ' That ~e Covenant and agreP. t6gether and. sol-. 
emnly pledge tnat we shall, eac~l of us, he.ceafter strive, individually . 
and together, while in !'cssion and between sessions, to . promote a 
real spirit 0( progre!::::l in our D:nomination. That we will enco~rage 

' ' ' ' ..... ·-~ - . . 
· admtJnish and in every Chtistian.~ay awake and promote an .Jnter- . 
. est in the eause ofMissions inom· churches and As:sociations. We 
covenant to give liberally of.our own means and toenc;>Urage other. 

· · to follow our example. · . . ' ·· ·· · . 
' - '• . . . ' ' \ ' - ''- " '-. ,-- ' ' . - '- ' ' 

. ·We will encourage Ministerial ar1d all other church support that. 
'~ill tenci to ad vance our Denornin~tion more prohressi vely. . . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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7. • 
• ' . -~ . 

Decorum of the Georgia State Convention of Original 
- - . ' - . . . . . . . . 

. . ..... · ·. · United Freewill Baptists. · · 

Each session of. this· Convention shall hereafter convene on.· 
Wednesday before the second Sunday iri November of Prch year.· 

. - ., ,.. - ' 

. \Ve shall organize by fir:;t receiving reports from the Ministers · 
and Delegates representing the various churches and Associations of 

· Freewill Baptists in the ~late of. Georgia. After hearing reports ·. · 
and letters from 8aid churches and Associations, ·we shall elect the 
following officers: A Moderator, a Secretary, a ·Corresponding Secre-: 

' 

tary and a Treasurer. · · . . 
' • ' ·, ' - ' . ' • ' . . • •·<t . ·_ : -.-- • . : 

The Moderator shall be elected'from the list of the Ministers of 
the Association in which the body is 1~ .Convention. · . . ··· • 

' . . ' . 
·Any church of an orderly ,Association · shall be allowed one . . . .. . ' . . . 

delegate. : · 

.. ·Each A~sociation shall.have the.rightto inaugurate any· system 
of Missions· which may seem to the~m most proper, for the extension 
of church work in the bounds of the Association. · · 

A 11 churches-and Associations shall. be expected to assist ir1 the· 
~ause of State l\iissions, by sendtng up to the Treasurer of this 
Convention, at each r~gular sessions, such funds as may be collect­

. ed by theni in follo . ing- the recommendation~ of the Convention. ' . . . . . 
, TheConvention shall enjoy the right to make such disposition 

of any and all funds sent up to the Treasurer, as they may deem to ... 
' . . - ' 

he of greatest good iri the advancement of the Cause of the OriRinai· 
FreewillHap~ist Denomination in the State of Georgia. , . . · . . 

This Co!lvention shall have the right to appoint'Evarigelists for 
the State at large.·· However, each·Associatiori shall enjoy the right 

. ' ' ' -

to appoint such Evangelists when·t:hey desire. ·' <" , . 
-. ~,< .. _-, .. I ' .. , ··•' 

. Anv Association holding. melnbership iri this· Gonvrntion ,shall 
be ~onsi,iered 1io ionger a member· if they shall depart from the 
original doctrines and practices of the Freewill Baptists church;< or 
ihmv Association shall receive into her fellowship any church or 
prPacher that stands expelled from any sister church or Association • 

• I • . . 

.• 
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