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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GEORGIA UNION
ASSOCIATION.

The twentieth annual session of the Georgia Union
Association of the United Freewill Baptists convened
with Union Chapel Church, Worth County. Georgia,
cn Friday night before the second Sunday in Octo-
ber, 1914.

The Introductory Sermon was preached Saturday
¢t 11 o’clock by Elder W. H. Holmes. Text, Psalms
34:3. Closed by Elder W. D. Gill. .

After an intermission of one and one-half hours
for refreshments, the hody was callad to order by, the

former Moderator, Elder S. J. Nobles, former clerk,

being present. The Moderator invited visiting breth-
ren to seats with us.

Next called for corresponding letters. Eleven
churches responded to the call. Elders J. D. Little
and W. H. Holmes were appointed to read the letters,
which duty they performed. Names of churches and
delegates enrolled as follows:

Pleasant Hilk—A. L. Davidson, C. H. Hobbs, E. W¥
Parker, R. M. McGlamory.

Christian Hill—J. T. Simmons.

Union-Chapel—W. J. Beckom, B. D. Powell.

Antioch—J. H. Owen.

Relleview—Z. A. Newman.

Freewill Union—R. IN. Scarborough.

New Ebenezer—A. G. Cook, J. C. W. Hearn.

Double Pranch—D. A. Dunaway.

Ray Springs—J. V. Lamm.

Isle of Hope—R. S. Taylor.

Love’s Chapel—C. F. Lambert, J. R. Yawn.

wn oilon to receive let.ters, and delegates he
seated.

ballot.
Then the body permanently organizéd by electing
Elder S. J. Nobles Moderator, W. T. Rustin Clerk.
Next called for petitionary letters. Received three
churches’ names as follows:

Motion carried to elect Moderator and Clerk by
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Little Bethel—W. H. Henson.

Center Grove—D. W. Mastin, O. E. Smith.

St. Paul—C. R. Roberts, J.”T. Rayburn.

On motion, to receive letters and give dclagates
right hand of fellowship, and they be seated.

Called for corresponding messengers from other
associaticns. Elders J. D. Little, 8. N. Little and W.
D. Gill responded from the Chattahoochee Association.
On motion, to extend to them the right hand of fellow-
ship and seat them in the body.

On motion, Elder W. H. Holmes was appointed
Assistant Moderator.

Motion carried for Moderator to appoint the va-

, rious committees, except Resolution.
Devotion—‘—W. J. Beckom; A. G, Cook, B. R. Szar-

borough. .

Finance—C. H. Hobbs, G. W. Nobles, W. H.
Holmes.

Missions—E. W. Parker, C. R. Roberts, B. W
Martin.

Sabbath School—R. M. MeGlamory, D. A. Duna-
way, J. R. Yawn.

Temperance—P. C.- Canady, R. S. Taylor, J. S.
English.

Obituaries—J. T. Simmons, 0. E. Smith, A. L.
Davidson.

State of Churches and Character of Ministers—DB.
D. Powell, J. V. Lamm, C. H. Hobbs, J. H. Owen, Z.
A. Newman.

On anotion, the same Executive Committze stands.
Names as follows: Elder B. F. Horne, Bros. J. R.
Lacey, C. H, Hobbs, A. 1. Dunaway, A. G. Cook.

On motion to adjourn until Monday morning at
8 o’clock.

Prayer by Elder ;. W. Nobles.

MONDAY MORNING SESSION,

The body met at 9 o’clock. After reading first -
'Psalms by Moderator and prayer by Elder W. D. Gill,

called roll and quorum found present.
pn motion, to dispense with the regular order of
business and take up miscellaneous business.

On motion that the next session of this body be
Leld with Pleasant Hill church, Dooly county, Georgia,
commencing Friday night before seiond Sunday in
October, 1915. Delegates will be met at Cordele and
Fineview, CGa., on Friday. The Introductory Sermon
to be preacked Saturday at 11 o'clock by Elder W, H.
Hoimes. Elder E. W. Wright, alternate. .

On motion, next session of the union meeting
to be held with New Ebenczer church, Rlezkley Coun-
tr. Ceorgia. commencing on Thursday mght before
the fifth Sunday in June, 1915. , The Introductory Ser-
men ta be preached Friday at 11 o'clock by El der S.
J. Nobles. Elder G. W. Ncbles, alternate.

On motion, t:e order of busincss of union meeting
be stricken irom our minutes.

Cn rction, the fi'th article of the chur:h d2 orum

remsin os it is in our last minates, which reads taus: |
The Deacons shall take notice of such memkers as

refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Suvper and
endeavor to ascertain the cause, that the same may be
laid before the church in conference if necessary.

On motion. we have 500 copies of rur rinutes
printed.

On motion, to adjourn until 2 o’clock.

Prayer by Elder G. W. Nobles.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Adter cinping lymin, and praver by Bro. C. ﬂ
Hcbbs.

On motion, we correspond with the Chattahoochee,
Midway and South Georgia Associations by delegation,
and Mortin and Little River Associations by sending
them minutes. Elder W. H. Holmes and W. T. Rustin
to =o to Chattakoochee. Elder W. H. Holmes and W,
T. Muetin volunteered tu go to Midway. Elder B. F.
Horne snd J. V. Lamm to South Georgia Association.

On meotion, we defray the expenses of correspond-
ents from sister Associations.

On motion, we pay to W. D. Gill his expenses,
$5.70, and give clerk $5.00 for his services,

On motion to hear report of Home Mission Board.

—
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: REPORT.
Sent in from various Churches ... .. ..$19.21
In hands of Treasurer. .. ... ... 19.95
Total on hand.......... . ...839.16

LDER (. W. NOBRLES, President.
. H. HOBBS, Treasurer.
W. T. RUSTIN, Secretary.

On motion, the President appointed the following
members of the named churches to orzanize a home
mission board in each church-

New Ebenezer—W. 0. Langford.

Center Grove—I. W. Martin.

St. Paul—L. A. Varnum.

Christian Hill—J. T. Simimons.

Pay Springs—J. V. Lamm.

On motion, we donate to Center Grove, St. Paul
and Little Bethel churches $10.00 each to help them
to build a house. Money to be returned to the Board
if not used to build. ,

W. T. Rustin was appointed Secretary of the Home
Mission Poard. C. H. Hobbs, Treasurer.

On motjon, to hear reports of the committees.

* ON TEMPERANCE.

We, your committee, beg leave to make our report.
We find that the use of intoxicants as a beverage is on
the decline in our denomination, and we pray God
thet it will be more so in the future than in the past.

P. C. CANADY, Chairman.
ON DEVOTION.

Sunday at 11 o'clock, Elder G. W. Nobles to preach,
W. H. Holmes to close. Sunday at 3 o'clock. Elder W,
D. Gill to preach. .J. D. Little to close. Monday at 11
o’clock, Elder P. C. Canady to preach, G. W. Nobles
te close. A. G. COOK, Chairman,

ON SARRATH SCHOOLS. d

We, your committee, beg to submit our report. We
find by hearing the letters read that but few churches
have Sabbath Schools. We believe that it is very im-
portant fer each church to have Sunday School, and
we insist that each church will cooperate with their
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pastors in this glorious work.
R. M. McGLAMORY, Chairman.
REPORT ON MISSIONS.

We, your committee, beg to say that after due
investigation we find that nearly all our churches
have organized a home mission board in them. We
are highly in favor of this good work and we especially
request that all our churches organize and get in this
gcod work, and help those in a weak state for the

‘cause of Christ. By your committee.

C. R. ROBERTS, Chairman.
ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER
OF MINISTERS. .
We, your committee, bez to make the following
report, We find all our churches and ministers in
good standing. We recommend Bro. G. W. Cooper’s

- church call in his credentials, as his name has been

dropped from ministerial roll in minutes.
B. D. POWELL, Chairman,
ON FINANCE.

We, your committee, beg to submit our report. We
have received from the various churches $48.95. Find
in hands of Treasurer, $4.80. Total $53.75. Paid out
to W. D. Gill, his expenses, $5.70. To Clerk, $5.00.

W. H. HOLMES, Chairman. -
OFITUARY.

We. vour committen. ber to make the following re-
pert. We find the following members of the churches
set cprorite their names have died since our last Asso-
¢iztisn:

Tre. W. C. Parker, of Freewill Union.

Ryster Mrry Ett~ Nebles, of Pellview.

Sirter Tda Simriens. of Christian Hill,

Sister Emma Thoinpson, of Pleasant Hill.

Sister Kittie Cox, of Union Chapel,

We also recommend that the Pastors of the variofis
churches write the obituaries of the deceased and send
to the clerk for publication.

J. T. SIMMONS, Chairman.

Sister Ida Simmons was a member of Christian
Hill church. Was the loving wife of Bro. J. T. Sim-
mons, and departed this life August 4th, 1914. Was
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born July 19, 18§‘2.. Was a member of the church 12
vears. Kind friends, weep not for her, for our loss is
her eternal gain. Written by her pastor,

v ELDER J. D. LITTLE.

MINISTERIAL ROLL.

Elder E. W. Wright .. e R P Cordele, Ga.
Elder N. H. Parish.........c...oococooeeeeeeco ... Cordele, Ga.

B i T T N A
S TR 05T (o T R
W. 8. King.

S. J. Nobles. ..

.. ....Plainfield Ga.
worerieo... Plainfield, Ga.
oo oo......Rochelle, Ga.
_ reneereanseeneenennn rnene - JAAWKIRSVille, Ga.
W. M. Mathews. ................cccoo ............Naghville, Ga.
W.C.Jones......._....._ .. 471 Third St.. Macon, Ga.
W. H. Holmes......... ... ... ... Hawkinsville, Ga.
H. V. J. Etheridge........................_._Hawkinsville, Ga.

" G. W. Nobles........ e oo Finlaysen, Ga:
P. C. Canady............. AT T Leslie, Ga.
H, G Browl. i s siai et Nino0Y, Ga;

CHURCHES, CLERKS AND POST OFFICES,
Pleasant Hill—W. T. Rustin ... ... ... . _.Vienna. Ga.
Pellview—Z. A. Newman...... . ... .Finlayson, Ga.
Center Grove—F. G. Martin___..__ . _ .. Pineview, Ga.
Freewill Union—S. G. Myers....... ... Finlayson, Ga.
Double Franch—D. A. Dunnaway R. 2, Pinehurst, Ga.
Christian Hill—J. T. Simmons . . _____Pineview, Ga.
Love’s Chapel—W. T. Yawn. _R. 4, Vienna, Ga.
Union Chapel—P. D. Powell. Ashburn, Ga.
Mt. Ararat—7T. T. Peacock . .. . ...Chauncey, Ga.
St. Paul—L. A. Varnum..... oo R. 2, Leslie. Ga.
P<y Springs—J. W. Horne . . . Plainfield, Ga.
Is'le of Hope-—R. S. Taylor .. ... -—.....Cordele, Ga.
New Ebenezer—H. T. Hamrick. . = . Cochran, Ga.
Little Pethel—John Pryan. ~...._..Chester. Ga.
Antioch—J. H. Owen. ............... .. . ... Pitts, Ga.

On motion, we extend to this church and com-
munity our heartfelt thanks for their manyv deeds of
liindness to us during our stay with theni.

ELDER 8. J. NOBLES, Moderator,
™ Hawkinsville, Ga.
W. T. RUSTIN, Clerk, Vienna, t:a,, R, 4,
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ARTICLES OF FAITH.

1. We believe that there is but one living, true and eternal
God, the Father, of whom are all things from everlasting to
everlasting, glorious and immutable in all His attributes—I,
Cor. 8:6; Isa. 40:28.

2. We Lelieve that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, the only begotten son of God, born of
the virgin Mary, whom God freely sent into this world, because
of the great love wherewith He loved the world; and Christ as
freely gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death for every
men; who was buried and rose again the third day, and as-
cended into heaven, from wherce we look for Him the second
tse in the clouds of hcaven at the last day to judge both
quick and dead.—I. Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev.
1:7; Arts 24:15; 1. John 2:2,

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious
gift of the Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who
quick eneth std draweth sinners home to God.—St. John 16:7,
¢: Acts 2:4; Eph, 3:1; Eph. 4:4-6.

4. We telieve in the beginning God made man upright, and
placed kim in a state of glory wiithout the least mixture of
misery, from which he voluntarily by transgression, fell, and
Ly that means brought on to himself a miserable and mortal
state subject to death.—Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 3

5. We telieve that God is not willing that any should per- s

ich; but that all should come to repentance and the knowledge
of truth, that they might ke saved; for which end Christ hath
commarced the gospel to ke preached among all nations and to
every ercature—Msark 16:15;, Luke 24:47; John 3:15-17; I
Tim. 2:4.

. We lelieve that no man shall suffer jn hell for want of
Christ who dicd for him, btut as the Secripture has said, for
densirg the Lord that tought them; berause they believed not
in the rame of t-e onl" begotten Son of God. Unbelief, there-
fore, beirg the caure whv the just 2nd righteous God of heaven
will cordemn the.children of men; it follows against all ar-
gument thet all men, at one time or other, are found in suth
cspreity as that through the grace of God they may Le eter-
na'ly raved—Acts 17:20; Mark 6:5; Heb. 3:10; L. John 5:10.

7. We lclieve the whole Seriptures ave jinfallibly true, and
thet tkev are the orl: 1vies of faith and practice—IL Tim.
D:16. 17

&  We Felieve in the do:trire of General Provision made of
God in Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent and
Lelieve the Gospel—Luke 14:16-20; Matt. 28:18, 20; Luke
13:8-h; Acts 2:19; Mark 1:15.

9. We Lelieve that sinners are drawn to God, the Father,
|+ the Holv Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy
Ghost offers His divire aid to all the human family; so as they
1l mght ke happy, would they give place to His divine teach-
inces whereas, suzh who do not receive the divine impressions

INEE;S
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wof His Holy Spirit, shall, at a future day, own their condem-

nation just, and charge themselves with their own damnation,
for wilfully rejecting the offers of.sovereign grace.—Matt.
11:27; St. John 6:45, 65; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 22:29.

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but
ungodly men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considered
such who turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ who bought them,
and therefore, shall bring upon themselves swift destruction;
but we observe that they, and such the Apostle sazith because
they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved, therefore the indignation and wrath of God is upon
every soul of man that doeth evil, living and dying therein;
for there is no respect of persons with God—Jude 1:4; II.
Peter 2:1; II. Thess. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11.

11. We Lelieve that zll children dying in infancy, having

not actually transgressed against the law of God, in their own

-persons, are only subject to the first death, which was brought

on them by the fall of the first Adam, and not that any of them j

dying in that state, shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt
of Adam's sin, for “of such is the kingdom of God."—I. Cor.
15:22; Matt. 18:2-5; Mark 9:36, 87; Matt. 19:13. =

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving
faith, and that in the use of the means of grace, and not out
of the use of those means, eternal life is promised to men.—
Rev. 22:14, 15; Isa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke
13:34, 35. 4

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy
Scriptures for justification before God through his own works,
power or ability, which he has in and of himself, only as he by
grace is made able to come to God through Jesus Christ; be-
lieving the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to all
Lelievers for their eternal acceptance with God—Rom 4:24;
Acts 8:20, 21.

14, We Lelieve that all things are foreseen in the wisdom
of God,-sa that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come
to pass upon all supposed conditions; yet not as having decreed
en. person to everlasling denth or everlasting life, out of
vespect or mere choice farther than He hath appointed the
goaly unto life, end the ungod!ly, ko die apd sin unto death.—
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-31; Matt. 25:31-46.

15. We lelieve, zs touching G 1 ordinances, in believ-
ers’ Laptism, laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament in
bread and wire, washing the saints’ feet, anocinting the sick
with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, prayer, singing praise
to God, and tke public ministry of the Word, with every insti-
tution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.—Mark
16:15-16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5-17;
Jas. 5:14. ~

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion,
and that the believers are the only subjects for baptism.—
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Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 3:88, 39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12.
17. We believe in a general resurrection of the dead and
a final judgment at the last day.—John 5:28, 29; II. Cor. 5:10,
18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and
the torments of the wicked are endlegs.—Matt. 25:46.

CHURCH COVENANT.

Having given ourselves to God through Jesus Christ and -

adopted the foregoing articles as our confession of faith, we
row give ourselves to each other by the will of God, and agree
to tke followirg church coverant:

1. We solemnly covenant before God that we will strive
Ly His rssisting grace to evemplify our profession by a cor-
respondivg practice. We coverant and sgree as members of
the church and as Christians to watch over each other in love
for mutuzl vptuildng in Gospel faith, endeavoring to keep
the unity cf the spirit in the Fond of peace, to ke careful of
cach other's reputation, to confess our faults one to another,
to.strengthen the feeble and kindly admonich the erring, and to

labor together for. the building up of the chureh and the denom- -

ination, and the salvation of sinners.

. We promise that we will faithfully and constantly main-
tain secret and family prayer, and religiously instruct those
under our care.

3. We coverant and agree .to use our influence to sustain
the regular publie wowhip of God, contribvting according to
cur alility ard circumstances for the support of the ministry
ard olher church exmenses among us. that we will be benevo-
lert to the ncedy and esperially to the poor of our own church.

4. We also promise that so far as we shall be able we will
attrnd upon public worshin and tke social meeting of the church,
and report ourselves regularly at the monthly conference, ary]
that we will waiz in all the ordinances of the Lord’s house.

5. We covenart and sgree that we will abstain from all
va'n rmuscrmrenis ard sinful conformity to the world, that we
wi'l not traffic in, use, nor furnish to others intoxicating drinks
as a leverrge, and thet we will rustain the kFenevolent ‘enter-
riires of ovr rhureh nrd deromination, such as missions, edu-
epticn, Sallath Schoolw. moeral reforms, and all others which
tend to the glory of God and the welfare of men, and may the
Ged of peare sanctifv us wholly and preserve us blameless unto
the coming of ovr Lord Jesus Christ, that we may join the
glorified around the throne of God, in ascribing blessing and
horor zndd glory and power to Him that sitteth on the throne
ond the Lamb forever. Amen.
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CHURCH DECORUM.

1. The church ‘ay choose a pastor annually at the last
regular conference in the associational year; or, if they prefer,
it may choose a pattng for an indefinite length of time to con-
tinue from year to year, sa long as they may deem it proper to
keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at

®any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer-
e{lce. lthe time must e appointed at a monthly meeting of the
church. o
3. The pastor shall ke moderator of the church, but when
he is al'sent or does not sit as moderator, some suitable brother
shall be appointed to sit in his plaze.

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose
duty it shall l'e to superintend the collection and disbursement
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor, ete., and
to distrilute the bread and wine in the administration of the
Lord’s Supper,

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse
or neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to
ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church
in conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable memler shall he appeinted clerk and it
_shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing
pertaining to the business of the church, and to preserve a file
of the minutes of the association.

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, ete., be-
longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by
his predecessor. 3

8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not less than
three male members well acquainted with business, shall L.
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who
apply to them relative to cases of dealing, ete.. with the chursh.

9. The church shall hold a two days mecting monthly, em-
bracing Saturday and the Lord's Day following. the first of
which shzll te the regular time of conference.

10. Tt shall te the duty of every member, male and female,
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day
the pastor is expected to instruct the church in spiritual manner
by giving plain and pointed lessors on doctrine, disciplire and
the rule of holv living.

11. Apv male member who shall fail to attend three suc-
cessive ccpfercences, ord sny member whatever who may be
generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord-
ing the covenynt (Article 10), shall te cited to appear in con-
ferenze and answer for his negleet, but the.church may exempt
meml ers from this rule if necessary.

12. Conferences shall e opened and cordusted as follows:
1. Prayer Y(urless divine servize has just been conducted and
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generally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees.
5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references or deferred busi-
ness. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come
before the church. 8. Miscellangous business.

13. Visiting brethren; as helps called in from sister
churches, shall be zllowed to speak and make motions or
seconds, but not allowed to vote. 3

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does
not hold this church in memktership, may be received into the
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his
Christian charecter is unimpeachatle, and that he has applied
for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join
this or some sister church. All other members must joir by
letier or baptism.

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous
consent of the memlers present, but unreasonable objections
sl.all not Le valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes
them shall te liable to be taken under dealing by the church,

16, When the moderator calls for ‘absentees, the clerk shall
inform the church that membters have Leen absent for three
successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some
brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

17. No member shall le expelled unless he has been cited
verkally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his resi-
dence I'e known to the churrh.

15, When a witness, not a member of the church, is intro-
duced, he shall not e examired till the question has been put
to the church: “Will you hear the testimony of this witness?"

19. The evidence in evfry case of dealing and acknowledge-
mert chall e minuted in the church btook,

20). Members dismissed from the church by letter who be-
come disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good
reason, chall le cited to the conferenie to znswer for their
conduct.

21. Expelled wemlers may te restored to fellowship on
their petition if their walk sin®e expulsion has convinced the
church that ther kave sincerely repented of their former evil.

22, A vote thzll not e talen on any question without
move and a fevord, ard in all impoitant questions the vote shs?
le takem by risirg on treir feet. 5

23. No other motion shall be considered while a previous
motion and second is before the conference. ,

24. It shall be considered disorderly for a2 member to absent
himself from conference when an importart question is to be
decided; tut a memter upon his request, may be excused by
the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases.

25. No memter shall leave the house during conference
without a sufficient cause ncr engage in conversation or whis-
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pering without being subject to be called to order by the
moderator. =

96, All discussions in conference must be conducted with
calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one thall speak more than three times on the same
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the
remarks of any one Le unreasonahly long. -

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some
brother in his stead. S

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be
necessary to call the spesker to order. ,

30. 1t shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad-
miristration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times a year,
and the expentes are to be paid by the church.

31. Miembers not in good standing shall not commune, but
the admiristration shall not te deferred on account of any
ordinary matter of dealing.

42, Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sces
proper.

33, Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be ob-
served on proper occasions.

94. This decorum may be amended or altered by the vote

of two-thirds of the mémbers present at any two successive
“monthly meet.irgs. 4

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT.

Having been, as we trust, brought together to organize an.

association by divine grace, to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ,
to give ourselves wholly up to Him, we joyfully and solemnly
covenant each other to walk together in Him with all humility
and brotherly love, to watch over each other for good, and stir
up each other to love and good works, not forsaking the fre-

quent assemiling of ourselves together with our neighbors to.

worship God zecording to his vevezled will, as cerasion may
require, to warn, rebuke and admonish each other according
to the Gospel, that the growth of the whole body in Christ and
holiness in knowledge may be thereby promoted, to the end that
we may sted complete in all the will of God for the same pur-
pose, we will uphold the public worship of God and the ordi-
nances of his house, and hold constant.communion with each
other therein. We will cheerfully contribute of our property
for the maintenance of a faithful ministry of the Gospel among
us and for the extersion of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom
universally. -We will not omit family and closet religion at
home, nor allow ourselves to indulge in the too common meg-
lect of the great and important duty of religiously training our
children for the service of God and the. enjoyment of heaven.
We will also sympathize with each other in seasons of temp-
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tation and afflictions, and be ready to distribute to the ne-
cessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with
each other, for the churches universally, for the promised
effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion and the
ingathering of the elect, and may the God of peace, who bronght
again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd
of the sheep, through the: blood of the everlasting covenant,
make us perfect in every good work to do his will, that we may
not only enjoy a name and place in the church on earth, but
finally unite with his glorious church of the first-born in heaven,
in aseribing blessings, honor and might, majesty and dominion
to him who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever. E

ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM.

1. Each session of this Association shall be called to order
by the former Moderator, when present, when absent, clerk,
and in his absence, seniority of years as member of this Asso-
ciztion,

2. Earh session and adjourned sitting of this Association
thall be opened and closed with praye:.

3. In the absence of the former clerk it shall be the duty
of the Moderator pro tem. to appoint a Clerk pro tem. .

4. It shall be the duty of the presiding officer at this point
to call for corresponding letters and have same read. It shall
be the duty of the clerk pro tem, to read the names of the
delegates.

5. After reading letters, the Clerk shall proceed to call the-
roll and correct names and mark absentees.

6. It shall ke the duty of the body at this point to elect a
ermancnt moderator, clerk and treasurer, which shall be done
y nomination and rising vote or by ballet.

7. Each church composing this associution, with a mem-
terthip of forty or less, shall be entitled to two delegates, and
for czeh additional twenty members or fractional part thereof,
cne delegate. '

8. One-half of the legal number .of delegates shall be
cufficient to constitute a quorum, but a less numter may meet
and adjourn from time to time.

9. Tiis Association may determine the time its daily ses-
sion rhell commence and close. Fl

i0. It thall te the dutv of each memter of this body to be
precent ot the time appoirted for the daily session and any
ene wiching to retire shall firet obtain permission from the
Moderator. Y

11. No memter shall take final leave of the conference
during its session without first obtaining permission from the
body.

12. Every memker wishing to speak in conference shall
first rice to their feet and address the Moderator.

12, No percon thall be allowed to speak more than ten min-
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k
utes at any one time, nor more than twice on any one subject
without leave of the body. ¥

14. No person $hall be disturbed while speaking unless it
be necessary to call him to order.

15. No debate shall bte allowed on any subject unless it
first be preceded by a2 move and a second.

16. g‘he veas and nays may be ‘taken on any question
tefore the conference by the request of one-fifth of the mem-
kers present. A

17. Al talking and whispering during the business of the
conference shall be suppressed by the Moderator.

18. The Association may hold correspondence by messen-
ger or otherwise with other religious institutions as it may
deem advisatle.

-19. These by-laws of the Association shall be read at each
yearly Assocziation nesr its commecncement.

20, “These by-laws may be nltered or amended by a majority
of votes at any regular session of this As:ociation.

21. There shall ke an executive committee of three discreet
brethren appointed annually by the moderator or elected by
the tody, who shall properly Le the Association on recess, whose
duties it shall be to superintend and say what disposition shall
te made of the finances belonging properly to the Association,
and the treashrer chall be one of the members, !

Respectfully submitted, your Committee.

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION.

1. A church proper in its lowest sense is a hody of Christ-
jans united and congregated together £ *° urpose of wor-
chipping God and promoting His ar .« which the Gospel
is regularly preached, the ord’ -rces duly administered, and
the principles of holiness encouraged and p-acticed. Each
church or lody thus formed is separate and independent in
itzelf, possessing the right to direct its own affairs in its own
war, suljeet only in certain defficult cases to arbitration by
sictcr churckes. Suzh churches ma+, however, united in asso-
ciationz] capazitr for rurpores of more thorough organization,
cT-iert work and for the pencral ard mutus: good of all,
without rurrendering any of their individual rights. Therefore,
the cluythes hereinafter mertioned resolve themsclves into a
body ecclesizstic to he known as the Georgia Union Associa-
tion of Unitcd Free Will Baptists, which shall meet annually
at ruch time and place as may be agreed upon by the body at
its arnual meetings, -

2. The Association;when assembled, shall be composed of
all ministers of the Association, both ordained and licentiates,
#nd of delerates or messengers chosen by the several churches
from time to time for the purpore.

3. The delegates shall be chosen annually in such way as

the church may elect, and shall bear a letter reporting the
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state of the church, which report shall give the statistics of
the church, the number of delegates to be determined by the
numker of membership of the churches, provided, however, that
no church be allowed less than two delegates.

4. The officers of the Association shall consist of a Mod-
erator, Clerk and Treasurer, to be chosen annually from the
members present; Moderator and clerk to be elected by ballot.
5. It shall te the duty of the moderator to preside over the
Lody during the session at which he is elected, call the mext
succeeding session to order and preside until a reorganization
is effected by the election and installation of his successor. It
chull ke his duty to keep order, enforce the rule of decorum,
deside all questions, discipline, and in case of a tie, to cast the
deciding vote. X

G. It shall te the duty of the Clerk to keep an accurate
record of all the business transactions of the Association,
superintend the printing of the minutes, and draw on the
treasurer for the funds to defray the expenses of the same. He
shall hold his office until his successor:is elecetd and installed,
and shall receive such compensation for his services as the
Assoviation may deem proper to allow,

7. There shall be an executive committee of discreet breth-
ren appointed annually by the Moderator, or elected by the
body, who shall properly be the Association in recess, and whose
duties may be more fully definred from time to time by the
Association. The Treasurer shall be one of the number. .

8. When the Association is assembled a majority of all the
members enrolled shall ke required to form a quorum for the
trancaction of business. J

9. Al debates shall be corducted in a Christian and broth-
erly spirit; and all shall te allowed the privilege of speaking
on any subject which is sulmittdd to the consideration of the

io. Every speaker shall rise from his seat, address the
Medorator, end keep to the question in debate and shall avoid
all unpizasant reflections and personalities.

11. No hrother shall te allowed to consume more than ten
minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice on the same
cuestion, except by permission from the Moderator or the body.g

12. Al questiors rkall le submitted by move and second,
the first motion teking precedence in point of order. Every
motion teconded must e acted upon unless withdrawn by the
mover. X

18. The lLusiness shall te taken up in order according
the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the
regular rules for a time for purposes which shall appear proper.

14. The Moderator shall, at each session, invite corres-
pornding delegates from other lodges of our own order, and also
ministers from other denominations to seats, who, when thus
seated, thall ke entitled to the friendship of honorary members.

Adopted at the organization, November, 1893,
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES.

1. We l:elievx\t,hat a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ,
is a congregation’ of Christians constituted and governed ac-
cordirg to the rules laid down in the New Testament.

2. Tkhat those hles require churches to preserve the form of
government and the ardinances of the first Christian churches
and 1o te composed of baptized Lelievers in Christ.

3. That the visible church as the aggregate or whole-num-
ber of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is com-
posed of the redeemed row in hesven, and of tfuch Christians
on earth as are nol attached to the visible church, according
to the Gospel rules.

4. ‘That the establishment of a central or catholic gov-
erament over the visible church, or any part thereof, is a devise
of earthly smlition repugnant to the Werd of God, subservient
{0 the churches and dangerous to the literty of men.

5. The Gospel churcher are the only ecclesiastizal bodies or
tritunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has
the urrestricted right to administer its own government without
supervision or interference, being under Christ essentially, inde-
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to
a superintending jurisdiction by delegation or ctherwise, the
assembly ceases to be a Gospel chureh. |

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by
delegates, farm an association and declare the terms upon which
they will keep up the correspondence; but that the rights and
authority of churches teing inalienable, or in no wise campro-
mised or hindered by entering into an assosiation, and therefore
an association has ro authority over churches or individuals,
their only power leirg to transaet business which does mot
pertain to churches in their ecelesiastical capacity; to promote
mutual intercourse, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and
to give that advice to churches which might with equal author-
ity ke given by anv individual.

T. That the ruthor't of the rhureter is designed for the
perpetuation of the trve veligion of tke Gospel, and for the
preservation of a true and ovderly Fody of Christians on earth;
that it is fully sufficient for the purpose irtended, Lut that it
dees not exterd to persons, properiy or the ronsrierces of men
in gnv mrnner whetever.

2, Thet the onlv requisites to ~hur-h membershin are faith
in -Christ o:d obedier-e to the Gospel; that faith in Christ
necessarily ¢xiets in connection with the Felief in the funda-
mental truths of Christianity, and that to prescribe any other
requisite_of such membership is an assumption of authority on
the revt of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the officers of a church’are elders and deacons;
that the elders are niso colled Fishans or periors: and all the
¢lders are equal in rank, though they may perform different
functions—since some may be the bishops or pastors of particu-

/ )
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lar churches, while others m i - i
oy b, Ts may be simply elders, having no pas-

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no fnrt.hepr; :hx::ng:
cannot perform any acts that belong to the authority of the
church—such as the reception of members into the church
compact, or the expultion of offenders; that as a member of the
church, he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty
of transgression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren
and convicted or acquitted in the same manner as if he was a
private person; yet we think it prudent to-call in.advisory help.
especially if the minister is to Le tried upon a charge of heresy.
o :ul“ el_-']‘liml.u1 Christian fb:al?ti;m Ii:a the immersion of a believer

. in the name of the Fa g
Hory Ghost. ther, and of the Son and of the

12, unat the Lord’s Supper and washing the saints’ feet
;1;':1 ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord

es,

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their
offize by ordination, or the imposition of the Eands of the
presbytery and prayer, without which -they are not authorized
t?ﬁ administer the .ordinances pertaining to their respective
offices. .

DOCTRINAL VIEWS.

1. We Lelieve that the Holy Bible was written by men
divinely inspired ard is a treasure of heavenly instruction; that’
it has God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth without

‘any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the prinzi-

-pl_es by which God will judge ug, ard therefore it shall remain
with us to the end of time the true center of Christian union
and the suprewe stardard to which all human conduct and

* opiniors.corform.—Rev. 13:14; John 5:89.

Trat there is one {rue znd livirg God, whose name is Jeho-
val, the maler and 1uler of heaven and earth, inexpressible
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and
love, revealed in the personsl distinction of Father, Son and
gl':{y ?il::os:.hequal in r:vgiry divi:;‘e perfection, and executing

istinct but harmonious offices in the great work i
—Ex. 6:3; Psa, 33:18. 5 re redemptlon,

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the
law of his maker, but b)g voluntary transgression fell from that
holy ard happy state, in consequence of which men are now
sinners, not by constrairt, but by choice, being by nature utterly
devoid of holiress required by the law of Ged, wholly given to
the gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful
passions, and therefore ere under just condemnation to eternal
ruin without defense or excuse.—Gen. 1:27, 2:7, 3:6, 19, 23.
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4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through
the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took upon himself
our nature, yet without sin, honored the law by his own per-
conal otedience, and made atonement for sin by his death;
Leing risen from the dead, he is ndw enthroned in heaven, d_rld
uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest sy_mpathles with
divire perfestion in every way qualified to be suitable, compas-
sionate #nd all sufficient Savior.—Epu. 2:5, 5:8, Rom. 7:11.

5. Trat the Gospel blessings which Christ in his fullness
bestows on such as believe in him, is justification. That this
justification corsists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal
life, upon principles of righteousness; that it is bcs;pwed'nnt in
corcideration of amything we do, tut colely through his own
vightcousncss and ztonement, and that it brings us into a state
of most Flessed peace arnd favor with God.—Rom. 8:30, Ezek.
18:28; John 2:14, 16, Fom. 8:17. s

@. Trat the ileseivgs of :elvetion are made free to all by
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty’ of all to rezeive them
13 a raicicl srd olecient feith tnd that nothirg prevents the
calvzton of the gicatest sirner upen carth, but his on volun-
tary refucal to sulmit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal
will subject him to an aggravated condemnation.—Mark 16:16.
John 17:20; Isa, 20. -

7. That in order to be saved we must te regenerated; or
obedience to the Gospel; and that its ¢vidence is found in the
holy fruits which we bring forth to ‘God.—John 3:3-8, Matt.
3:8-10.

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according
to which he regenerates, sanctifies and eaves sinners, it Leing
perfectly consistent with the free agency qf man, ffhat 11': com-
prehends all means with the erd; that it is a glorious display
of God’s poodness, Leing infinitely wise, holv, unchargeatle;
Lorn again: that regereration consists of giving a holy dispo-
sition to the mind and is affected in a manrer above our com-
rrekension by the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntary
that it utterly excludes Loasting and promotes humility, prayer,
praise, trust in God #nd vretive imitation of his free meres,
that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that
it is the foundation of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain
it with 1egerd to ourselves, demards and decerves our utmost
diligence. ’

9. That the preserving attachmeris of true lFelievers to
Christ is the grand mork wheh distirguishes them from suner-

izial poreccsovs; thrt = =pecial Providence watches over their
welfave, and that tley are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation.—Eph. 1:1-2.

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule
of his Government: that it is holy, just and good; that the
inability which the S-riptures ascrile to fallen man to fulfill its
precepts, arizcs entirely from his love of sin; to deliver him
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througn a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is
one design of the Gospel and of the means of grace connected
with the establishment of the visible church.—Matt. 5:13, Luke
10:13-20, 14:17.

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, or
Christian Sabbath; that it chould be kept sacred to religious
purposes by abstainirg from all secular labor and recreation;
by the divect obgervance of all means of grace, both public and
private, and preparation for that rest which remains for the
children of God.—Ex. 19:8, Hel. 4:9, Thess. 1:7, Psa. 16:9.

12. That tivil government is of divine appointment for the
interest and good order of human soziety, that magistrates arc
to ke prated for cvorceiertiougly, honored and obeved in all
things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the Lord of the conszienze and Prince of the kings on earth.—
Ex. 22:7, Acte 23:5, Tim. 5:17.

13. That there is u radieal and cssential difference between
tle righteous and the wicked: that such only as are justified by
faith in the rame of (he Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the
Spirit of God are truly 1ighteous in his esteem, while such as
continue in impenitence ard in untelief, are in his sight wicked
ard under this curse, and this distinction holds good among men
both in and after death.—Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16. ’

14. Tkat the end of this warld is approaching, when Christ
will des end from heaven and raise the dead from their graves
Lo final retribtution; that a s=olemn separation will then take
place. tle righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness,
and the wicked to crdless punishment, and this judgment will
fix forever the final state of rzcn in hoaven or hell, on principles
of rightiousness.—Tohn 5:25, Meztt. 25:24:41:46.

DEACON'S DUTY.

BY J. H. JEXXINS,

1. From a Biltle stardpoint .

2, From the Baptitt usape rtandpeint.

The fivst apostolic thurch in Jerusalem in A, D. 32, theifirst
veer of its exiztenze as :uch, found il neecssary to ordain
ceazore.  The twelve pastors did not find it convenient to
atterd to all thet was requited of them, and so neglezted some
of the widews who prolally reeded Loth spiritual and financial
cseistanre. To meet this need, ond in order that the pastors
might give themselves continually in prayer and to the min-
istry of the Word, seven men of honest repute, full of the Holy
Ghest ¢nd of wisdom, were selected from their number and
ordaincd deagors or belpers. It is the duty of the bishops or
clders to Tule in the houre of God, to feed the flock of God, as
the Greek work trorslated “hishop™ or “elder’” means overseer.
It is tte duty to art as gencral overseer and superintendent of
the church, and dircet its agencies for the upbuilding of the

-
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church and the cause of Christ. The word translated, deacon
means helper or assistant overseer. The deacon is the deputy
or assistant of the‘pastor or elder. Like an elder, he must be
a man of upright Christian character, whose habits and pas-
sions must be eircumseribed within due bounds, and especially
should he rule well in his own household. The New Testament
gives him authority to read and expound the Scriptures and
to baptize. Fi : .

As to Baptist usages. When our deacons are ordained we
usually give them in charge of certain duties, the following
generally being enumerated: They are to obtain and prepare
(at the church’s expense) the emblems of the Lord’s Supper,
ond the necessary service for its administration. They are to
assist the elders in distributing this sacrament among the
people. They are charged to look after the pastor of' their
church, making due inguiry into his financial needs; and thus
to make efforts to have his wants supplied. They are charged
to look after the poor of the church, and if there be any cases
demarding charity, to bring them to the attention of the
church.

They are especially charged to visit those of the church
whom they know to be distressed either'in mind of body, and
to give them words of encouragement, comfort or consolation,
endeavoring=to bring relief to their oppressed or suffering cir-
cumstances. They are charged as pactorial assistants in the
oversight of the church, to take due note of those members who
absent themselves from the regular service and of those who
do not commune with the church, to ascertain the cause of
same, and exercise proper diligence, when possible to remove
said cause. They are of course charged to visit members who
are guilty of conduct unbecoming a Christian as implied above,
but this duty is not confined to the deacons.

It is the duty of every member of the church, male and
female, to take a Gospel interest in every other member as
much as possible, to assist them in working out their salvation
creditatly to themeselves, honorably to the church, and devot-

. edlv to God.

DUTY OF PASTORS TO CHURCHES.

i. The }ind ard the extent of the different gifts which ‘God
bestows vron the different Christians are according to His
wise, eterne] rurporse »rd desigred to promote the holiness and
ki ppiness of His kingdom. i

2 L there gifts, therefore, should be so employed as is
Lert adapted to accomplish this end. -

The pastors should quietly and meekly exhort their fol-
lowers, and teach them to observe the truth without the hope
of reward, not injurirg the cause of Christ, but edifying those
that follow him, and the followers permitted to gather spiritual
things of the pastors—Jer. 3:15; 10:21; 17:16; 22:23; 23:1;
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Eph. 4:11, 12, The duty of the shepherd to watch the flock.—
Gen. 30:40; Ezelk. 34:5, 6. To find pastorage.—I. Kings 18:5,
6; Sol. 1:7, 8; 7:1; 2:3, Used as a figure.—Ezek. 34:2, 3, 8,
9, 10. To care for the young and disabled.—Gen, 31:38; 83:13,
14; Ezck. 24:4, 5. To le responsible for losses.—Gen. 31:39,
To beat off wild animals.—Amos 3:12; 1. Sam. 17:34-36. Duty
sf minicters to preach the doctrine—I. Sam. 12:7; I. Cor. 1:23;
2:2; 3:9, 10; I1, Cor. 4:5; 5:11; IL. Tim, 2:4. To shun error.—
Matt. 15:18, 14; Acts 20:29; I. Tim. 1:6, 7; 6:3-5; II. Tim.
2:16,18. To reprove with kindress, jet with necessary harsh-
nees.  Ministers must set a good example to maintain good
order.—I. Cor. 14:26, 27, 28, 34, 35, 40.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

Prelimiraries. Wken several Lelievers wish to be organized
into the Christian character, doctrine and fellowship of the
into a church, they request a council from some sister church.
applicants, and their ability to sustain a church. If the exami-
This eounczil or committee (commonly called an arm) examines
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows:

The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac-
tice. A church covenant is read and adopted. A prayer of
consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The
church tken proceeds to elect its oilicers, which are a clerk, a *
lrcasurer, a pastor, aird a Loard of directors, who constitute,
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, attend-
arce, and the means of groze. benevolenze, and sufficient dis-
cipline in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety,
good lturincss caparity and lairpe lenevolence. They hold office
at the yleasure of the church. They assist in baptism and the
Lord's Supper. have rare of the poor, and condurt religious
meet.ngs in the al tence of the pustor.
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ASSOCIATIONAL LETTER FORM.

............................... Chureh in....... .o ..County.

To the menibers and messengers of the Geargla Union Assgo-
ciation of United Free Will Baptists to convene with...

Church in.. . R

_.County, Ga., Thursday mght before

the £nd Surday in Octoter 191......

1.

We have called Brother . ..o for aur

pastor for the ensuirg jear.

2. Spiitual cordition of ”hurch NI . i
J. Time of mceting. . G i e Y
1. Seried by prst-:r
% We sond or orepreccenistives, remes "mi ]'nst oﬂ‘;c s as
TSROV o iy
. PReceived ly ]ctlet
7. Reczeived on profession of faith
8. Received by baptism
9. Numter expelled =
10. Dismissed by letter
11, Paid for minutes 2 . PR P
12. Paid for s.rvice of pastor
18. Vazlue of church tuilding, improvement, dona-
tigrs, ect.,, made this year
14. Pazid for mission work
15. Names of ministers in church ar&vpost oﬂ‘ice addresses
16. Namee of hrertmtps nnd por-t oﬁi e addreﬂses
17. Totzl rreml o h'p ol‘ cl-urrh
18. Numler who Fave dicd
(Xames with I'v pastor, relative or friend
mry le atta~hed to this letter if wanted to
aprerr in minute; age, date of death and
kew long a member.)
19. Numler of purils in Surday School
20. Num!cr of tcachers in Sunday School
21. Kind of literature used.. P I
-Done by order of church in cmference tlns JUCTREnO . |,
of .. » 191
Church Clerl. T Moderator.,................................
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