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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GEORGIA UNION 
ASSOCIATION. 

The twentieth annual· session of the Georgia Union 
Association of the United Freew,ill Baptists convened 
with l:Jnion Chapel Churj!h, Worth County. Georgia, 
e-n Fr.iday night before the second Sunday in Octo-
ber, 1914. ...1 

"' The Introductory Sermon was preached Saturday 
: t :U o'c:lock by Elder W. H. Holmes. 'Text, Psalms 
34 :3. Closed by Elder W. D. Gill. 

After an intermission of one and one-half hours :· 
for refreshments, the body was called to order by. the 

·forn1er Moderatcr, Elder S . .J. Nobles, former clerk, 
being present. The Moderator invited visiting breth-
ren to s~ats with us. · 

Next called for corresponding letters. El-even 
churches responded to the call. Elders J. D·. Little 
and W. H. Holmes ·were appointed to read the letters, 
which duty they perfc;>rmed. Names of churches and 
delegates enrolled as follows: 

Pleasant Hill-A. L. Davidson, C. H. Hobbs, E. W~ 
Parker, R. M. McGlamory. 

Christian Hill-J. T. Simmons. 
Union·Chapel- W. J . Beckom, B. D. Powell. '
Antio:!h-J. H. Owen. 
Belleview-Z. A. Newman. 
Freewill Union--=R r.. Scarborough. 
New Ebenezer-A. G. Cook, J. C. W. Hearn. 
Double .Branch-D. A:-- Dunaway. 
Bay 8prings-J. V. Lamm. 
Isle of Hope-R. S. Taylor. 
Love's Chapel-C. F. Lambert, J. R. Yawn. 
vn monon to receive letters, and delegates be 

seated. 
Motion carried to elect Moderator and CJerk by · 

ballot. . 
Then the body permanently organized by electing 

ElderS. J. Nobles Moderator, W. T. Rustin Clerk. 
Next called for petitionary letters. Received three 

churches' names as fQJlows: 

c 



Little Bethel-W. ,H. Henson. 
Center Gr ove-B. W. Mai'tin, '0. E. Smith. 
St. Paul-C. R. Robeds, J: T. Rayburn. 
On motion, to receive letters and gi\·e dcl:!gates 

right hand of fellowship, and they be seated. 
Called for corresponding messengers from other 

associations. Elders J . D. Little, S. N. Little and W. 
D. Gill responded from the Chattahoochee Association. 
On mo.ti.on, to extend to them the right hand of fello,,._ 
shlp and seat them in the body. 

On motion, Elder Vl . H. Holmes was appointed 
Assistant Moderator. ' 

. Motion ~arried for Moderator to Hppoint the ,·a
.J nous commJtteEs, except Resolution. 

DevotioB- W . . J. Beclwm,· A. G. Cook, B. R. S~a~ 
borough. -

Finance-C. H. Hobbs, G. W. Nobles, w: H. 
Holmes. .-

Missions-E. W. Parker, C. R. Roberts, B. W. 
Martin. 

Sabbath School-R. M. McGlamory, D. A. Duna
way, J. R. Yawn. 

Te111perance-P. C. · Canady, R. S. Taylor .J S 
English. · · ' · · 

Obituaries-J. T. Simmons, 0. E. Smith, A. L. 
Davidson. 

State of Churc.bes ana Character of Ministers-B. 
D. Powell, J . V. Lamm, C. H. Hobbs, J. H. Owen. z. 
A. Newman. 

On {motion, the same Executive Committee !;tanils. 
N~1nes as follows: Elder B. F. Horne, Bros. J. R. 
Lacey, C. H: Hobb:>, ~- J. Dunaway, A. G. Cook. 

On motJOn to adJo~rn until Monday morninl! at 
8 o'clock ~ 

Prayer by Elder G. W. Nobles .. 

MONDAY MORNING SESSION. 
The body met at 9 o'clock. After readin~ nrst . 

'Psalms by Moderator and prayer by Elder W. D. Gill, 
called roll and quorum found present. 

9n motion, to dispense \Yith the regular order of 
bus!ness and take up miscellaneous business . 

.. / 

.. ... 
On . motion that t.he next session of this body be 

be!d w1th Pleasant H1ll church, Dooly county Georgia 
commencing Friday night before se~ond Sunday i~ 
October, 1915. Delegates will be met at Cordele and 
Fineview, Ga., on Friday. Tlie Introductory Sermon 
to be preached Saturday at 11 o'clock by Elder W. H . 
HoimE!s. Elder E. W. Wright, alternate. 

On motion, ne>..'t session of the union n\eeting 
to be held with New Ebenrzer c.hurch, Ble~kley Coun
ty. \.cor~ia. < ommencing on Thursday night before 
the fifth Sunday in June, 1915 . . The In'trodm.torv Ser
n'r a t" l:e p rcac;1cd Friday at 11 o'.:·lo~ k by E !der S. 
J. Nobles. Elder G. W. Kobles, alternate. · 

On n:otion, t ::e or der of businc ~s of i.lllion meeting 
be sh'id;en i rom our minutes. 

On r::ction, t l:e f. :' th ?.rti(' ]C of t>e chur.~h d~ orum 
rc.r.· r i:1 ~ s a is in our last min<~tes, wl1ich read3 tilUs: • 
1 he Deac:ons shall take notice of such members as · 
refuse or neglect to_ ~Partake of the Lord's Su9pe.r and 
endeavor to ascertam the cause, that the same mav be 
laid before the church in conference if necessarv. · 

On mot ion. we have 500 copies of "lll' ~~·i11utes 
printed. 

On motion, to adjourn until 2 o'clock. · 
Prayer by E lder G. W. Nobles. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
J-fter ~inpine J.ymn, and prayer l.Jy Bro. C. ~

Hcbbs. 
On motion, \Ve < orresrond with the Chattahoo::hee, 

Mi~way a~1d South. Georg~ Associations by delegation, 
and Mllrtm and L1tt!e River Asso~iations bv sending 
them minutes. Elder W. H. Holmes and W. ·T. Rustin 
to ~o to Chatta!,oor~1ee. Elder W. H. Holmes and V1.'. 
T. J1mtin \·oltmteered t :J go to Midway. Elder B. F . 
Horne ::.nd J . V. Laml)1 to South Georgia Association. 

On !llOtion, we uefray the expenses of corr espond
ents from sister Associations. 

On . motion, we pay to W. D. Gill his e>..l)enses, 
$5.70, and give clerk $5.00 for his services. -

On motion to hear report of Home Mission Board. 
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REPORT. 
Sent in from various Chttrches ... ........................... $19.21 
In hands of Treasurer........................... ....... ........ 19.95 

Total )n hand ...... ...................... ......... .... $39.16 
. ELDE~ G. W. NOBLES, President. 

· C. H. HOBBS, Treasurer. 
W. 1'. RUSTIN; l3ec1:etary. 

On motion, "the Pr~ident appointed the following 
members of the named church.e1: to organize a home 
mission board in each church~ 

New Ebe.nezer-W. 0. Langfo rd. 
Center Grove-E. W. Martin. 
St. Paul-L. A. Varnum. 
Christian Hill-J. T. Sinunort:>. 
F.ay Springs.-J. V. Lamm. 
On motion, we donate to Center Grove, St. Paul 

and I.;ittle Bethel churches $10.0cl each to help them 
tO build a house. Money to be returned to the Board 
if not used to build. 

W. T. Rustin 'Vas appointed Secretary of the Home 
Mission Board. C.' H. Hobbs, Treasurer. 

On motlon, to bear reports of the committees. 
ON TEMPERANCE. 

'Ve, your committee, beg leave to make our reJ)Ort. 
We find that the use of intoxicants as a beverage hu)ll 
the dedine in our denomination, and we prav God 
th2t it will be more so in the future than in the past. 

P . C. CANADY. Ch::tirman. 
ON DEVOTION. 

Sunday at 11 o'clock, Elder G. W. Nobles to preach, 
W. H. Holl!'es to close. Sunday at 3 0 1cloek. Elder W. 
D. Gill to JH'each, .T. D. Little to close. Monday at 11 
o'e!o~ l;, Elder P. C. Canady to preach, G. V1l . ·Nobles 
to close. A. G. COOK, Chairman. 

ON SABBATH SCHOOLR. 
We, your committee, beg to submit our report. We 

find by hearing the letters read that but few chur ches 
have Sabbath Schools. We believ<> that it is very im
portant fer each church to have Sunday School and 
we insist that each church will ccf-operate with 'their 
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pastors in this glorious work. 
R. M. McGLAMORY, Chairman. 

REPORT ON .MISSIONS. 
We, your committee, beg to say that after due 

investigation we find that nearly all our churches 
have organized a home mission boa·rd in them. We 
are highly in favor of this good work and we especially 
request that all our churches organize and get in this 
gc<Jd work,. and hetp those in a weak ·state for the 
cause of Christ. By your committee. 

C. R. ROBERTS, Chairman. 
ON STA'rE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER 

OF MINISTERS. 
We, your committee, beg to make the following 

report. We find all our churches and ministers i:l 
good standing. We recommenti Br o. G. W. Cooper's 

· church call in his credentials, as his name has been 
dropped from ministerial roll in minutes. 

B. D. POWELL, Chairman. 
ON FINANCE. 

We, your committee, beg to submit our report. We 
haYe received from the various churches $48.95. Find 
in hands of Treasurer, $4.80. Total $53.75. Paid out 
toW. D. GiiJ, his expenses, .$5.70. 'l'o Clerk, $5.00. 

W. H. HOLMES, Chairman. · . 
OP ITUARY. . 

'Ve. ;vot;r r.ommitte". be~ to mal<e the following r e
port. We find the following members of the churches 
set rpr.orite their names l~tfYe died since our la.st Asso
! ir:tir;n: 

r rc. W. (!. Parl\er, of Freewill Union. 
S-ister n-rav Ett~ 1'-Tcblef., of P.ellvirw. 
S i :-~·er T :i~ ·Sirr1·~c-n ~- cf C!nistian Hill. 
Sister Emma Thompson, of P leasant Hill. 
Sister Kittie Cox, of Union Chapel. 
We also ret:ommend that the Pastors of the vari~s 

churches ·write the obituaries of the deceased and send 
to the clerk for publication. 

J. T. SIMMONS. Chairman. 
Sister Ida Simmons was a member of Christian 

Hill church. Was the loving wife of Bro. J. T. Sim
mons, and departe-cl this life August 4th, 1914. Was 
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born July 19, 18g.2. '.Was' a member of the church 12 
years. Kind f riends; weep not for her, for our loss is 

• her eternal gain: W1;i~n by her pastor, 
· ELDER J . D. LITTLE. 

lVJlNJSTERIAL ROLL. 
Elder E. W. Wright ......... ..... . . ................ Cordele, Ga. 
Elder N. H. Pari!';h ......................... .......... Cordele, Ga. 
B. F. Horne ................................ ......... .... . Plainfield Ga. 
J. l\'L Dunn ..... ... ... ............. .................... Plainoeld, Ga. 
\V. S. King-. . . .. ....................... Rocl1elle, Ga. 
S. J. l'~obJes . ... . .... . .... . ... ... . ....... Hawkin!';ville, Ga. 
\~T. M. Mathews ........................................ Nashville, Ga. 
W. C. JonEs ............................ .471 'fllil·d St .. Macon, Ga. 
W. H. Holmes . ................................ ]-Iawldn~ville, Ga.. 
H. V. J. Etheridge ................... ........... Hawkinsville, GP,. 

-' G. W. Nobles ....... _ ..... .................... ........... Finlayson, G~:-
P. C. Canady-....... ...... ...... ................ ...... ............ Leslie, Ga. 
H. C. Brown .. , ....... h ... ...... . .. . .. . ..... . ....... . ..... Macon , Ga. 

_, 
CHURCHES, CLERKS AND POST OFFICES. 

Pleasant Hill-W. T. Rustin ................ . Vienna. Ga. 
Pellview-Z. A. Newman ...... ... .......... ,FinlRyson, Ga. 
Center GrO\·e-F. G. Martin .......... . .... Pineview, Ga. 
Freewill Union- S. G. Myers ...... . ........ Finlayson, Ga. 
Double E.raneh-D. A. Dunnaway R. 2, Pine~urst, Gn. 
Chri::tian HilJ.- J. T. Simmons .............. Pineview, Ga. 
Lo,·e's Chapel-W. T. Yawn. ..R. 4, Vienna, Ga. 
Union Chapel-E. D~ Powell. . . . ..Ashbum, Ga. 
l\lt. Ararat-J. T. Peacock . .. . . Chauncey, Ga. 
St. Paul-L. A. Varnum..... .. R. 2, Lesiie. Ga. 
r.: ~ Springs- J. W. Horne ............ .... .... Plainfield, Ga. 
Is~e of HOJ)e-R. S. Taylor .. ..... . Cordele, Ga. 
New Ebeuezer-H. T. Hamrick. .. ....... Cochran, Ga. 
Litt le E'et 11ei-Jo~n Fr:van.... ~ ..... . .... Chester, Ga. 
Antioch-J. H. Owen ................. . .... .. ..... . Pitts, Ga. 

On motion , we extend to this church and com
m.unity our heartf elt thanks for their many deeds of 
kindness to us during our stay with them. 

E LDEH S. J. NOBLES, 1\Joderator, 
" Hawkinsville, Ca. 

W. T. RUSTIN, Clerk, \ 'i(-lnna, l;a., R. 4 . 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
1. We believe that there is but one living, true and eternal 

God, the Father, of whom are all things from everlasting to 
everlasting, glorious and immutable in all His attributes.-!. 
Cor. 8:6; l sa. 40:28. 

2. We telieve that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom ~re all thingE, the only begotten son of God, born of 
the virgin Mary, whom God freely eent into this world, because 
of tt:e great love wl:erewith He loved the world ; and Christ as 
f1eely gave Himt:elf a ransom for al_l. tasting_ death for every 
u:En; who was buried and rose agam the tlnrd day, and as
lendEd into het~ven, from wher.ce we look for Him the second 
t:mc in thr> clouds of hEaven at the last day to judge both 
quick and dead.- 1. Tim. 2:5, 6; Hcb. 2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev. 
1:7; A•t s 24:15; I. John 2:2. 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious 
gifi of the Fr.ther throu~rh Ris deat Son, unto the world, who 
qui:~eneth sr.d draweth sinners home to God.-St. John 16:7, 
e; Ads 2:4; Eph. 3:1; Er.h. 4:4-6. 

4. We l:elieve in the beginning God made man u:gright, and 
placed J,im in a state of glory wil.hout the least mixture of 
mi~ery, from which he voluntarily by transgression, fell, and 
by that means brought on to himself a mi£erable and mortal 
state subject to deatb.-Gen. 2:17; 3:19. : 

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should per
i~h; but that all should come to repentance and the knowledge 
of truth, that they might te saved; for which end Christ hath 
comn:ar.c!ed the gospel to l:e preached among all nations and to 
C;Very crcature,- M::rk 16:15;, Luke 24 :47! John 3:15-17; J. 
Tim. 2:4. 

. We l:elie..-e that no man shall suffer jn hell for want of 
Ch1·ift who d!cd for him. t ut as the Scripture has said, for 
dEn' irg tl:e Lord that lought them; be_cause they be~ieved not 
in th rame of t~e od " l:cgotten Son or God. Unbehef. there
fore. teir.g the coure wlw the ju~t :md rij!'hteous God of heaven 
will cor.demn the. child.r<m of men; it follows against all at·· 
=urr.ent t hat all rr.en, at one time or other, are found in ~h 
farn:it:v as that tlnouj!'h thC; grace of God they may be eter
n3.' l•: ~ a,cd .-Acts 17:30; lltarl< 6:5 ; He!:. 3:10; I. John 5:10. 

i . Wr I die-ve t !l!' w::ole Srriptures are ,infnllil::ly true, and 
~ h :'t the" ole tile crt-. tuil' :; of faith llnd practi:e.- 11. Tim. 
~ :lG. J';. 

F. We l'elie,•c in the do:trire of Gener~l Provision made of 
God in Cln·ift, for the benefit of all mankJnd, who repent and 
telien! the Gospel-Lul<e 14 :16-20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 
13:3-5 ; 1\cts :.1:19; ll!ark 1:15. 

9. We telieve that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, 
, ... the Holv Ghost throu~rh Christ His Son, a'ld that the Holy 
c 'host offers His dlvi1:e aid to all tht! human family; £o as they 
:;ll m:gl-t t e bappy, would the;! give _place to ~~s d~vine te~ch
:nt:'l1 i wherens, such who do not. recel'l'e the di\'lne 1mpressiQDS 

... 
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"'t>f His Holy Spirit, shall, at. a future day, own their condem
nation just, and' charge themselves witb 1heir own damnation, 
for wilfully rejecting the c;>ffers of. sovereign grace.-.Matt. 
11:27; St. John 6:45, 65 ; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2 :11, 12; J er. 22:29. 

10. We believe that m en, not considered simply as men, but 
ungodly men, were of old ot·dained to condemnation, considered 
such wbo turn the gt·ace of God into lasciviousness, denying 
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ who bought them, 
and therefore, shall bring upon themselves swift destruct.ion; 
but we obsen•e that they, and such the Apostle saith because 
they receive not the love of the truth, that they might lie 
saved, therefot·e the indign:~tion and wrath of God is upon 
evet·y soul of man that docth evil. living and dying therein; 
for there is no respect of persons with God-Jude 1:4; II. 
Peter 2:1; II. Thess. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11. 

11. We believe that cll children d~ ing jn infancy, having 
a_lOt actually transgressed against the law of God, in their own 

..persons, are onlb' subject to the first death, which was brought 
on them by the fa)l of the first Adam, and not that any of t hem 
dying in that state, shall suffer punirnment in heJI by the guilt 
of Adam's sin, for "of such is the kingdom of God.''-1. Cor. 
15:22; Matt. 18:2-5; Mark 9:86, 87; Matt. 19:13. 

12. We believe that good works are the frui ts of a saving 
faith , and that in the use of the means of grace, and not out 
of the use of those mean~, eternal life is promised to men.
Rev. 22: 14, 15; Isa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; J er. 6:16; Luke 
13:34, 35. • 

13. We believe that n o man has any warrant in the Holy 
Scriptures for justification before God through his own works, 
power or ability, wbi~h he has in and of himself, only as he by 
grace is made able to come to God through Jesus Christ; be
lieving the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to all 
telievers for their eterna~ acccpt.Dnce with God.-Rom 4 :24 ; 
Acts 8:20, 21. 

14. We l:elieve that all th ings arc foreseen in the wisdom 
of God, ·to that God lmowelh wl111tsoever can or cannot come 
to pass up.on all supposed conditions ; )•et not as having decreed 
~n , r.crEon to cvcrlnt I ing renth m· e\·eriasting life, out of 
t-espect or mere choice farther than He hath appointed the 
J(ool} unto li fe, and tl·c t; nJ(ccl!~•. '·l:o die aJ;d sin unto death.
He~. 4:13; P ro•. 8:22-31; Jlfatt. 25:31-46. 

15. We l:elie'l'e, ::s touching Gospel ordinances, in believ
ers' taptitm, laying on of hands, receh•ing of the sacrament in 
bread and wir:e, washing the saints' feet, anointing the sick 
with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, prayer, singing praise 
t() God, and tl:e public ministry of the Word, with every insti
tution of tlle Lord we shall find in the New Testament.-Mark 
16 : 15·16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5-17; 
J as. 5:14. ' 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, 
and that the believers arc the only subjects for baptism.-

./ 
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Malt. S:1G; Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 3:88, 39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2 :12. 

17. We believe in a general resunection of the dead and 
a final judgment at the last da~r.-John 5 :28, 29; II. Cor. 6:10. 

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and 
the torments of the wicked ore endlc.ss.-Matt. 25:46. 

CHURCH COVENANT. 

H aving given ourselves to God through Jesus Christ and 
adopted tt:e foregoing articles as our confession of faith, we 
r•ow ~tive ourfelves to each other by the will of God, and agree 
to tl:e followirl! ~hurch covcr.nnt: 

1. We solemnly covenant tefon! God that we will st r ive 
ly Hi!' :-ssirtinl! !'rare to eYemplify our profession by a cot·
r·e!rondil·g pract!ce. We rover.:mt and agree as memb4!rs ot 
the ~burch a nd a s Christians to w:~tch over each other in love 
for mutu:ll ulftu!ld'nr: in Goswl f:tith, endeavoring t() keep 
the unity cf tl:e spirit in tl•e rond of peace, to ~e careful of 
each other's reputation, to confess our faults one to another, 
to.strengthen the f eeble and kindly a.:lmoni~h the erring, and t!' 
labor together for. the building up of the church and the denom- ~ 
ination, alld the salvation of sinners. 

2. We promise t!lat we will f aithfully and constantly ,main· 
tain secret and family prayer, nnd religiously instruct those 
under our care. 

3. We covenant ::tr.d agree .to u ~:e our influence to sustain 
tl·c rqrular put-lie wo-..·hip of God. contribt•.ting according to 
cur al ilit·; ard circumstanet>s for the support of the ministry 
nrd other ~hurch e."pens4!s nmong us. that we wi ll lie benevo
lent to fhe needy and e~pe:iall •t to the poor of our own church. 

4. We alEo promise that so far as we shall be able we will 
attrnd upon public worshin nnd fl:e social meeting of the church, 
nnd report ounelve~ regul:trly at the monthly confe'rence, and 
: l~n• we will waik i'l oil the ordinances of the Lord's houEe. I 

5. We rove" ar.t and ::gree th at we will abstain from all 
,.n:n rm~:ECJrcnts ard sinful con fo rmity to the. world, that we 
wi' l not traffic in, use, nor furnif?h to others intoxicating drinks 
a!' a l e,·e r :o~;te, and t hr.t we will 1 ustain the l:enevolent 61lter· 
r oi•r s of out· rhurclt :-rei drnomination, such ns missions, edu
' ~>t icn. f:al· l at!1 S~hool·. r:~otal r eforms, and all other s which 
tc r.d to ti-e glory of GQd and the welfare of men. and may the 
God of r<'a~e r :m:tifv us wholly and rrcserYe us blameless unto 
t l•e comir.sr of ottr Lord Jesus Christ, that we may join the 
r.lorifiec.l around the throne of God, in ascribing blessing and 
horor ;;n<! glory and power to Him that sitteth on the throno 
MHI L'tt' Lamb forever. Amen. 
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CH URCH DECORUM. 

1. The ehurch }l)ay chooEe u pastor annually at the last 
regula1· C~?nfen~nce in the assodational year; or, if they prefe1·, 
it may choose a pa~tor for an indefinite Iengtl1 of time to con
tiilue f1'0m year to yea'r, sn. long as the~· may deem it prope1· to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen a t 
• any othet· Lime;. but. if the .choice be made at a special con!er

ence, the time must l·e appointed at. a monthly meeting of the 
church. • 

3. The pastor Phull l:e mo<ierntor of t he church, but when 
he is al:sent o1· does not sit as moderator, some suitable brothe1· 
~hall l>e. appointed to ~it in his pla~c. 

-1. There sh:11l l:e two o1· more de.'lcons in the church whose 
duty it shall I·e to Pupel; ntend the collection and disbursement 
of the cnnlril.mtions mude hy the chut·ch for the pastor, etz .. and 
to dislril·ute the bread nnd wine in the administration or the 
Lord's Supper. 

5. The dencons Phall loke notice of ~uch members a s re.fu~e 
or neglect to partake of the Lord's Suppe1· .and endeavm· to 
aEcertrt1n the cnuPe, that thc same may be' laid before the church 
in conference if necessary. 

G. Sume suitable meu1l:er shall he appo"lnt!!d clerk and it 
_:;hall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing 
per taining to tHe business of t he church, and to p1·eserve a file 
of the minutes of' the nssodntion. 

7. When n new clcrl; is appoi nted, all the books, etc., l>e· 
lon~ing to the clerk !<h:Jll be immediatelv delivered to him bv 
his prcdecel'sor. · ·-

!l. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not Ie~s thn'l 
thr·ce male meml:er~ well ::~cquainted with business, shnJI t~ 
appointed, whose duty it l'hnll be to give advice to brethren who 
npph• to them relative to cn~s of dealing. etc.. wilh the ehur:h. 

9. The church shall hold a two days meetin~ monthly, em
brneir.J! Saturday and the Lo1•d's Day followin~. the first of 
which sh:>ll l:e the regular t ime of confe1·ence. 

10. Jt shall le l he duty of every memBer, male and female, 
to attend each eonference meet ing if thl'v can for on that day 
the P_:l~or i!' ~xpccled I~ instru::t the church in' spiritual manner 
1·) J!IVIDJ! r lam and pomted !CI'l'Or!' on doctrine, dis~ipline and 
the 1ule of hoi!' livinj!. 

1.1. ..1\rH· mnle meml-rr who shall fai l to attend thrre SU!:· 
cefsrvc ccllfe1 cnre!', ard any meml:er whatever who ma.v be 
generally remis!' in attending the m'eetinj!s of the church ac: ortl
ing the covcn~t. (Article_ 10). £hall te cited to appenr in con
ference nnd an~wer for Ius neglect, but the..church may exempt 
memh.>l'S from this 1·u!e if neces~ary. 

J 2. Cof'ferrnces sh•ll I·e opened ::md condu: ted as follows: 
1. Pra~·<'r '(un lf.'~S divine servi:·c has just been condneted and 
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generally t hen). 2. lnvite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references or deferred busi
ne£s. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church. 8. Miscellan~ous business. 

13. Visiting bre.thrent as helps called in from sister 
churches, shall be allowed to speok and make motions or 
1 eronds, but r.ot allowed to vote. · 

14. Any orderly member of t he Baptist church who does 
not hold this chun·h in memtership, mny l:e received into the 
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his 
Ch1 istian charl!cter is unimpeachal::le, and that he has applied 
fo1· a letter and could not obtain it bccouse he desired to join 
ttis or ~orne ~ster church. All other members must join by 
letter or l::aptism. 

15. No member shall be received wi,thout the unanimous 
ron~ent of the meml:crs present, but unreasonable objections 
sl.a iJ not te ,·alid, and unless withdrawn the member· who makes 
them shall l:e liable to be taken under dealing by the church. 

16. When the mode1·ator calls for 'absentees, the clerk sho.Il 
inform the church that memters have teen nbsent fo1· three 
su~cesfive conferenceE, and the moderator shall appoint some 
brothe.r or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 

17. No member shall be expelled unless he hns been cited 
\'trl:ally o1· in wri ting, to attend his trial; provided his l'esi
dence J·e known to the ehurrh. 

lb. When a witne~s. no• a mPml:f.'r of the church, is intro: 
duced, he shall not l:e examined till the question has l::een put 
to the chur~h: "Will ~ ou hear the testimony of U\is witne~s.? '' 

19. The evidence in e~l'Y case of dcalinJ!: and acknowledl!'e
rr.er.t Ehall te minuted in the church took. 

20. Memt-ers dismil'sed from the church by letter who be
come disordel'ly, or c:-ontinue to hold their letters without a good 
reason, ~hall le ci t.r d to tl'e conferen~ e to cn~~wer rnr their 
conduct. · 

21. E.11.-pelled tremters mH~· t e restored to fcllow~hip on 
lh eir petition if the:r walk sin~e expuh;ion has com·inced the 
chu1·ch that the;: l:an• l:'incerely repentcd of their former evil. 

22. A \'Ote !h::ll not I e tnl·en on 2ny queHion without ~ 
mo1·c and a rt>,·or;d, ard in all impo1 tant questions the ,· ote ~half 
I c tal en ry ri!irg on treir fel.'t. 

23. T\o other motion shPII l>e considered while n previous 
motion and second is before the conference. 

24. It shall be considered disorder·Iy for a membe1· to nb:;ent 
himself from conference when an importar.t question is to be 
decided; l;u t a memter upon his request, may be excused by 
the chureh from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. No memter shall leave the house durin!! conferen=e 
without a sufficient cause nc r en~age in converEation or whis-
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pering without beinJ!' subject to be called to o1·der by the 
moderator. "" 

26. AU discussions in conference must be conducted \Vith 
C'lllmness and good feeling; those who Slleak must rise to their 
feet and address the ~oderator, ' and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak' more than three times on the same 
motion without ·permissibil from the moderator. nor shall the 

• remarks of any one l 1e unreasonably long. 
28. When .the modera.tor speaks he must nominate some 

brother in his stP.ad. 
29. No one shall 1::-e interrupted while speaking unless it be 

nc<:essary to call the speaker to order. 
30. lt shall be the t·ule of the cllUrch to attend to the ad· 

mit•istration of the Lord's Suppet· at leaot four time!'> a )•ear, 
and the e:'\pen~es are to t e paid by the church. 

31. r,<embet·s not in good ~;tanding shaH not c;:mmune, but 
the admir.istTation shall not re deferred on a~count of any 
ordinary matter of dealing. 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the chut·ch sees 
proper. 

33. Public fasting, hun1iliation al'\.(1 ·pnl)'el' shall be ob
.sel·ved 9n prope•· occasions. 

34. This cecorum may be amended or ,altered by the vote 
of two-thirds o£ the members present Sit any two successive 

....'monthly meetings. ... 
ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT. 

Raving been, as we trust, brought together to organize a_n. 
association by diVine grace, to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to give ourselves wholly up to Him, we joyfully and solemnly 
covenant each other to walk togeiller in Rim with all humility 
and brotherly love, to watch over each other for good, and stir 
up each other to love and good works, not forsaking the f re
quent assemLiing of ourselves together with our n~::igbbors to. 
worship Gcrl nc.cordin~ to l1il': revealed will, as Gecasion may 
require, to warn, rebuke and admonish each other according 
to tne Gospel, that 1he growth of tlH! whole body in Christ and 
holin~~s in knowledge mnv be therebv promoted, to the end that 
we may st:>..-d complete irr all the will of God for the same pur
pose, we will uphold the public worl'hip of God and the ordi
nances of his house, and hold constant. communion with eacll 
other t l:erein. We will clleerf11lly contribute of our property 
for the maintenance of .a faithful ministry of the Gospel among 
us and for the exten~ton of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom 
uni\~n allr. ~We will not omit family and closet religion at 
home. nor allow ourselves to indulge in the too common neg
lect of the great and important duty of religiously training our 
l'hildrcn for the service of God .and the. enjoyment of heaven. 
We will al!'o sympathize with each other in seasons of temp-
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tation and afilictions, and be ready to distribute to the ne
cessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with 
each other, for the churches universally, for the promised 
effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the p rosperity of Zion and the 
ing~thering of the elect, and may the God of peace, who brought 
agam from the dead our Lord J esus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the• blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make us perfect in every good' work to do h is will, that we may 
not only enjoy a name and place in the church on earth, but 
finally unite with his glorious cllureh of the first-born in heaven 
in asct·it-ing blessings, honor and might, majesty and dominio~ 
to him who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever. · 

ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM. 
1. Eacll session of this A,esociation shall be called to order 

by t~e f.ormer Modera~r1 when present, when absent, clerk, 
a_nd. m hts absence, semol'Jty of years as member of this Asso
n2:tlon. 

2. Each session and adjourned sitting of this Assodation 
!hall be opened and closed with praye·.-: 

3. In the absence of the former clerk it shall be the duty 
of the Moderator pro tern. to appoint a Clerk pro tern. . 

4. It shall be the duty of the presiding officer at this point 
" to call for c.orresponding letters and have same read. It shall 

be the outy of the clerk pro tern, to read the names of the 
delegates. 

5. After reading letters, the Clerk shall proceed to call the · _. 
roll and correct names and mark absentees. 

6. It shall te the duty of the body at this point to elect a 
permanent moderator, clerk and treasurer, which shall be "done 
ty nomi::ation und rising vote or by ballot. 

7. Each church compo~ing this associ<ation, with a mem
ter!hip of forty or less, shall be · entitled to two delegates, and 
for c:;cn adciitional twenty meml:ers or fractional part thereof, 
cne dell'gate. · 

8. One-half of the legal number .of delegates shall be 
~fficicnt to t'onstitute a quorum, but a )eJ;s numl:er may meet 
and adjourn from time to time. 

9. T his Associat.ion may determine tr.e time its daily ses-
~ ~on r-hr ll ('nnn::cnce and close. 1 

Hl. It !hall l-e the outv of each mem~er of t)1is body to be 
prerent at ti-e time appoirted for the daily session and any 
cne wiching to retire shall first obtain permission from the 
Moderator. , 

11. No member ~;hall tnke final leave of the conference 
duJ ing its Eession without first obtaining perm.ission from the 
hody. 

12. Every member wishing to speal< in conference shall 
first rise to t heir feet and address the ~oderator. 

13. No penon shall be allowed to speak more than ten min-
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utes at any one ~1e, nor more than twice on any one subject 
without leave of the body. , . . . 

14. No person ~hall be disturbed wh1le speakmg unless 1t 
be ne::essary to call him:.'to order. 

15. No del;ate. shall te allowed on any subject unless it 
• first be p receded by a move and a second. . 

16. The ~·cas and nays may be taken on any question 
l:e~re ti-e conference by the request of one-fifth of the mem· 
l:ers present. 

17. All talking and whispering during the business of the 
conference shall be suppressed by the Moderator. 

18. The Assodation may hold correspondence by messen
ger or otherwiP>e with other religious ·institutions as it may 
deem advi!atle. 

· 19. Thete by.Jaws of the AEsociation shall be read at each 
yearlv AsEo:iation near its commencement. 

20. · These b) -laws m:~y be altered or amended by a majorit y 
of w•tes at any regula r session o£ this As!ociation. 

21. There shall l:e an cxccuth·e COJllmittee of t hree discreet 
brethren appointed annually by the moderator or elected oy 
the h id:v, who sha11 properly l:e the Associl}tion 01~ rec~~s, wh ose 
duties it shall be to superintend and say what d1spos1t1o~ s~all 

_, l:e made of tbe finances belonging properly to the Assoc1atioh.. 
and the trenslbrer rha ll be one of tl:c members. 

Respectfully submitted, your Committee. 

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION. -
1. A church proper in its lowest sense is a hody of Christ

ians united und congregated to~ether , . · ·· · u1·pose of wor· 
ehippin~r God und promoting B.i~ o•· - '" whi~h. the Gospel 
is regularly preached, the ord• • r t:es duly adnnnrstered. and 
tl'e prin:iples of holiness en cout·nged and r · a=ticed. Eo~h 
l hurch or Lody thus forn,ed is separate anr' independent in 
it: elf, f-O"se~~in~t the right to <!i!ect its 0\\-'11 affairs in its own 
W:!\' Eul·jtct only in certnin defficult CDEes to arbitr ation by 
sist~-r chuJcl:es. Sn:h churchn; 1'1"!1'', however, united in asso· 
cialion::.J capnzit:· for ruq;ores of more thorough organization, 
e:TI·icrt wtwl· nnd for the renr r nl nr d muturr f!OOd of all, 
without rurre:-tderinJZ any of their individual rights. Therefore, 
the cJ- u}'r hr~ hercin :~ftfr n:rrtionrd rr!"oh·e thems<'h-es into a 
l:ody e:cle~i::stic t o l•e ltnown :JS the Georgia Union A!socia.
tion of Unitcrl Free Will Baptists. which shall meet annually 
at ::uch time nnd place as may be agreesf upon by the body at 
its ar.nual meetings. • 

2. The Association{-.}vhen assembled, shall be composed of 
aU ministers of the Association, both ordained and licentiates, 
:>nd of delep-ntes or messenJ!'ers chosen by the several .churches 
from time to time for the purpo<e. 

3. The delegates shall he cho~en annually in such way as 
the church may elect, and shall benr a letter reporting the 
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state of the church, which report shaH give the statistics of 
the church, the number of delegates to be determined by the 
number of membership of the churches, provided, however, that 
no church te allowed less than two delegates. 

4. The officers of the Association 5hall consist of a Mod· 
erator Clerk and Treasurer, to be chosen annually from the 
memb~rs p1•esent; Moderator and clerk to be elected by ballot. 

5. It th all te the du ty of the moderator to preside over the 
tody during the £cssion at whi ch h~ is ele~ted, call th~ n~xt 
sutceeding sefsion to order and pres1de until a reorgamzation 
is <?ffe:ted by the election and installa'tion o£ his successor. It 
rhull l;e his duty to keep order. e'lfor~e the rule of decorum, 
dc:idc a ll. questions, discipline, nnd in case of a tie, to cast the 
<!ecidinlt vote. . 

G. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep an accurate 
record of all the business transactions of the Association, 
~;uperintend the printing of the minute:;, and draw on t he 
tHasure1· for the funds to defray t he expenstS of the same. H e 
sh:lll hold his office until his suc~essor • is elecetd and installed, 
and shall re: eive such compensation for his services as the 
Association mny deem proper to allow. 

7. There s~ll be an executive committee of discreet breth
ren appointed annually by the Moderator, or elected by the 
body, who Ehall properly be the Association .in recess! and whose 
duties may be more fully <!efir.ed from t1me to time by the 
Associntion. The Treasurer shall be one of the number. 

8. When t he Asrociation is as~embled a majority of all the 
members enrolled U!all l:e required to form a quorum f or the 
tnmraction of busim:~s. · 

9. All del:ates rhnll be corrluctcd in a Christian and broth
ell ;• spilit; and all fha tl le allowed the privilefte of speaking 
on · any subject which is :'Ul rniltc'd t o the ronsiderntion of the 
bod)-. 

10. E\·ery spea ke1· shall rise. fr~m his scat, addre~s t~e 
Mcd.-rator end keep to the quut.:nn m debate :md shall aYold 
all unp!en;ant reflections and pet·sonaliliE:s. 

11. ~o brothe1· shall 1:-e nllowed to consume more than ten 
minutes in one sr eerh, or spenk more than twice on the same 
e>uestion , except by p'ermission from the Moderator or the body.l 
· 12. All QUC-!:tiors :r::ll i·e ~ubmitted by move and second, 
the first motion trki n~t precedence in point of order. Every 
n;otio:l te~ondcd rr.u!:'t tc nctcd upon unless withdr:~wn by the 
mover. , 

13. The lusinets shall te tnken up in order according to 
the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend t he 
re~rular ru les for a time !or purpo!es which shall appear proper. 

14. The Moderator shall , a t each session, invite corres
pondin~t delegates from other lodges of our own order, :1nd alsu 
mi11isters from othe1· denominations to seats, who, when thus 
seated, rhall te entitled to the f riendship of honorary members. 

Adopted at t he orj!anizat:on , Noveml:er. 1893. 
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 

1. We l!el iev~ that a Gospel Church, or a church of Chtist, 
is a congre{!ation of Christians constituted and governed ac
cordirg to the rules laid dowv in the New Testament. 

2. T hut tho~e t~les · ~;equil•e chur ches to preserve tbe form of 
{!UVI.'J'Dment a,nd the orainances of the ftrst Christian churches 
nnd to 1-c COll\JlOEed of baptized Lelievers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church as the aggregate or whole-num
l:er of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church i~ ~om
posed of the redeemeci r:ow in heaven, .a~d of ~uch Chr1st~ns 
on earth ns are not attached to the vt:;Jble church, accordmg 
to the Go~pel rules. . 

4. That the eEtahlirl.ment of n centr:t l or cathohc gov
cr llmPnt over the visiiJie chu rrh, or any part thereof, is n de~se 
of earthlv uml itiou repugnant t o t he Word of God, subsen:1ent 
to tl:e chill'ches and danl!erous to the literty of men. 
· fi. Tht· Gospel churche nrc the only e~zle!;iafti:al bodies or 
tril uMis nuthorited b\· the Scripture:>; that t'ach church has 
the u r.restricted right to admi~ister its own ~overnme!lt wi~out 
supervision or interference, bc1ng under Chnst essentially, mde
pendent and absolute; and that if tRis ri~ht be su.rren~ered to 
a superintendins: jurisdiction by deleA"ation or otherw1sc, the 
nssembly ceaEeS to b: a Gospel church. 

1). That church(>s may nevet·theless, we ~uppose, meet by 
cielegates, flu·m an association and declare the terms UJ?On wh'ich 
the\' will )·<'<!p up the <"orre~pondencc ; hut that the ne:hts !ind 
~utl'orit'' of t hun·hes lein~ iralienal>le, or in no wise cQITipro
miscd ot: h indered by entering into nn asso~iation, and therefor<! 
a n asso~iation hlls ro a uthorit v over chur~hes or indivi~ls, 
tl:elt· orly nowt'r ~elrl! to transact business which does not 
pct·tain to t'hurct:e~ in their e~c)e.ci:~rtical capacity ; to promote 
mutual intcr::ourse, nnd a concentrat:on of voluntary effort, and 
to ~rive that advice to chnrrhe~ which mi!!hl with equal nuthor
i~~ l:e J!'i,•en hy any individual. 

· -;, That tl-c :-p('•oJ·'t-· or t he :·1-UJ r! e:- h desigr.rrl for till' 
pur~tua1io, of ti-c t r11e religion of ti-e Go;,pcl, and f01· the 
ru·~r1··wtion of a true and orderly 1· ody of rhri!ltian~ on cart!~; 
t hnt it iF fulh• euffiricnt f or the purpoEe ir.tcnded. Lut that tt 
clcc~ not. e~·to:d tn rc.no:J~. propert:: or the I'On~riercc!l of mt>n 
ill on" rr~nn"r wh:>tr· et·. 

~. Th:o t U•e onl" rc11uiFitr" t o -hm" h membl•rship nre fa ith 
in -Chril't ::-: d nl-el'i<'r ' ~ to the Gospel ; thnt faith in Christ 
necespailv n'~ts in conneetion with the I el ief in the funda · 
mental truths of Chri~tianity. and that to prescribe any other 
wequiFite_of such meml-ership is :> n Msumption of authority on 
tl·c r~rt of the churr h aJlli a departure,. from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers oJ a church :<~ re elders and deacon!\; 
t i-nt the t'I~P"S arl' :>i~o ~:>Jled l'-i~hops or p:-rtors: and all the 
clcCJs are equal in r::nk, though the~· may perform difft' rPnt 
funcli on£-since some may be the IJishons or pastor~ of nartirl1-
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lar churches, while others may be simply elders, having no pas
toral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends 
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he 
cannot perform any nets that belong to the authority of the 
chu1·ch-such as the r eception of members into the church 
compact, or the expul!ion of offenders; that as a member of the 
church, he is !JO _mor~ than any other mcm~er, and if he is guilty 
of transgression he I S lo be brought to tr1al before his brethren 
and convicted or acquitted in the same manner a s if be was a 
priva~ pe~son; ye~ '~e th~nk it prudent to-call in .advisory help. 
espcctally tf the m1mster 1s to l:e tried upon a chtu·ge of heresy. 

11. .Thnt Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer 
in water, in the name of the F ather, and of t he Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

12. , ·'llat the Lord's Supper and washing the saints' feet 
are ordinan~es to tc observed in the church until the Lord 
come~. 

13. That. elders and deacons must be set apart to t heir 
olli:c by ordination, 01· the imposition of the hands of the 
presb)tery nnd prayer, without which ·they are not authorized 
to administet· the .ordinances pertaining to their respective 
office~;. 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS. 
I. We l:elieve that. the Hoi\' Bible was written by men 

divinely inspired ar.d is a t1·easure of heavenly instruetion · that · .• 
!t hcs Goo for its author, salvat ion for its end, the truth without 
nny rnb.Lure of error for its n:atter; lhal it reveals the pt;in~i

·ples b~· which God will judge ut, ar.d therefore it shall 1·emain 
with ~s to the end of time the true center of Christian union 
c; ud tbe tupr~n-e Har.dard to which all human conduct and 

· opinior.s. col'form.- Re\·. 13:H ; John 5:39. 
Tl-al t he1 e is one h 'ue and lh irg God, whose name is Jeho

,·a!•. tl:e mal er and 1 ulet· of heavt'n anti .,arth inexpressible 
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, ~onfidence and 
low, l'e\'ealcd in the pcrEoual distinction of F ather Son and 
~oly Ghost. eQual _in rvery ~ivine p erfection, and' executing 
d1stmct tut. harmomous offices m the great work of redemption. 
-Ex. 6:3 ; Psa. 33:18. ~ 

3. That man was c1·eatcd in a state of holiness under the 
law of his maker, l:ut by voluntary transgression fell !rom that 
holy ar.d happy state, in conEequence of which men are now 
~inners, not by constraint, tut by choice, being by nature utt'erl.Y 
devoid o~ hol!r.ess required by the law of God, wholly given to 
the gratificatiOn of the world, of Satan and their own siniul 
passions, and therefore ore under just condemnat ion to eternal 
ruin without defense or excuse.- Gen. 1:27,2:7,3:6,19,23. 
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4. That the salvatio~ of sinners is wholly of g 1·ace, t h!·ough 
the medi atol"i:-rl office of the Son of Goa, who took upon h1msel! 
our nature:, ~et. without/ ~in, honored the law. by h1s .own per
sonal otedience, and made atonement for sm .bY h1s death; 
l:eing ri>en from the dead, he is nt>w enthr<med m hea~en, :{_nd 
uniting in his wonderful p~t·son the: t enderest sy.mpatlues wtth 
di\ i1:e perfection iiJ every way quahfied to be SUitable, compas
~i onate end all suffi:ient S:wior.-Epu. 2:5, 5:8, Rom. 7:11. 

5. Trat the Gospel h!ef~ings which Christ in his fulln~s 
bestows on such zs l·elieve in him, is justification. That th1s 
jtJsti!icatio11 consi·sts in the par don of ~in an.d promise of etem~l 
life, upon prir.ciples of r ighteousness ; that 1t 1s bes4>wed. not m 
ccn:cleration of an~ thing we do, tut ~olely tlu·ough h1s own 
, iJ>htc;ousncss and ::tonement, and tJ1at it !:r ings us into a state 
of rrost J·JesHd lJEa: e ar.d favol' with God.- Rom. 8:30, Ezek. 
1R:28 ; .1o:1n 3:14. 15, Rom. 8 :17. ' 

<'. Tbt tJe l le!:~il $!"- of ~ ~ lvst:on nrc rr.zde free to all by 
the Gowel; thal it is the imn:ediHle duty' of all. to r<':eivc t': em 
l ~ n ~01c id 'r,nl ol c-cirnt. _f:::ith :.r.d tl:nt ,notlnrg.pr::en~s tote 
roiY:.t.:on of l..the l!lMltest strner upon e:Jrto, l:ut h1s o :n .tllu~
tnr-; H'fural to sul mit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refu!ial 
will subjec~ him to an aggravated condemnation.-Mark 16: !G. 
.John 17 :20; l sa. 20. 

7. Th:~ t in order to be saved we tpust te regenerate<r.""or 
obedience to the Gospel; and that its .,tvidence is fou nd in t he 
holy b·uits which we bring forth to God.- John 3:3-8, MaLt. 
3:8-10. 

S. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according 
to whirh he regenerates, sanctifies and r aves sinners, it t eing 
perfe~th• con!\istent with the free agency of man, t hat it com
prehends all n:eans with the er.d; t hat it is a glorious display 
of God's goodners, l.ein~ infinitely wire, h olv, un:bar.geable ; 
lorn a~rain; that reger.eration consift s of giving a holy dispo
sitfon to tl>e mind and is affected in a manner above our com
rrel:enFion h.Y the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntary 
•.hn.t it utterly excludes toasting a:ild prorr.otes humility, pra~er, 
p1·aise. l rm:t ir. God a nd ::ct ;yc imit ation of his free mere:;, 
that ili en:our11ges the me of meane in the highest degree: thnt. 
it ls the found ation of Cl• ristian a~surance. and that to ascertain 
it with JCF::rd to ouri:<'lveL dPn'aPds and d('£el'\'CS our utmost 
dilil!'ence. " 

fl . That the rrete:·vinY. attachmerts of true J·clievers tn 
C'h ri~t is t he grnnd m:-rk wh'c'1 dirtii'J.."U'shet them f1•om ru!)i!T
fl:: ~ l ro~ ~c rs:o1·f ; t hrt :>. :;;neciul Providence watches over their 
welfa•·e, and 1h at Hey are J:ept by the power of God through 
faith unto sah·ation.-Eph. 1:1-2. 

JO. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 
of his Government: that it is holy, ju~ and good; that th.P 
inability which the S :r iptm es as.zril·e to fl!ll<'n man to fulfiJ! it.~ 
prec~:pts, a r i: cs entirely from his love' of sin; to deliver him 
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througil a mediator to unfcismed obedience to the holy law, is 
one design of the Gospel and of the means of grace connected 
with the enablishment of the visible church.-Matt. 5 :13, Luke 
10:13-20, 14:17. 

11. Jhat t he first day of the week is the Lord 's day, or 
Christian Sabbath; that it ~hould .,e kept sacred to religious 
purposes by abstainir f! from all seculat· labor and recreation; 
b~· lhe direct otF.ervance of all nwuns of g race, both public and 
private, und preparation for that rest wbizl1 remains for the 
d1ildren of God.- Ex. 19:8, Bel•. 4 :9, Thess. 1:7, P sa. 16:9. 

12. That civil gover1:mcnt is of divine appointment for the 
intere~t nnd j!ood order of human so~iety . that magi£trates arc 
to be prn) ed f11r co1:rcientiously, honored and obeyed in all 
thinl!'s not contrary to the will of ou r 'Lord J esus Christ , who is 
the Lord of tl:e cons: ien; c and Pt•inrc of the kings on earth.
Ex. 2~:7 , Acts 23:a, T im. 5: 17. 

1~. 'Ibat tlie r e i:o u r ::al ' c2l and t'ssential difference between 
Lh! riv h tecm~ sr.d the wit<l<cci ; that such only as are justified hy 
fa it h in the rame of the Lord Jerus, and sanct ified by the 
Spirit of God are tru ly lighteous iu hi~> esteem, while such as 
t·onti nue in i mpenitenrc ard in unb!lief, are in his !right wick~d _. 
nrd under this curse, and t his distinction hold!< good nmonf! men 
both in nnd after deat h .-Matt. 25:41); Murk 16:16. • 

14. Tl:at the end of t his world is approa~hing, when Clll'ist 
Will aes. end from heaven and l'!lit e the dead from their j!l'aYeS 
to final l'etTil· ution; that n ~ol41mn fcparat.ion will then take 
place. tl e 1 i~thleous bein~r ad,iud~cd tn everlnstin~ happiness. 
atJd the wichd to c· r d~ess pu nisi:n:e1,t, nnd this j11d1!'1pent will 
fix forever the final state of r ::-n in '>u tt·en or hC'II. on pl'inciplcs 
'lf 1·ig-htii•Usness.-.Tohn ii :2i'i. M :" tt. 2 i'i :!'14: 41 :46. 

.DEACON'S DUTY. 
I 

!r\' J . H . JE:"SI~~. 

J. F1 o~ a Bitle st::~rd!)oi nt. 
2. From the BnJ:t i: t u>a r e ! hwclpc il t. 
The first apost~lic rhurch in Je1 u>ul!'r.t in A. D. 32. the, first 

:en· of its existen ~!' as : u: h, fo1111d il necN:sary to ordain 
c'ea~?r s. Tl:e tweh·e paston= did not find it convenient to 
:JUe1:J to all th:1t v:a~ required of them, a nd so negle: ted some 
of l h ~ w:t'ows wl:o pro!~auv reede-d l:oth ~piri tu al and fin ancial 
~sE i nar.:-e. To mt!et tris nerd. :ond in order that the pastors 
!"lirh t. ghe tl: em~el\'les continuallv in prayer and to t he min
l!•tn of t i-e Word, fe,•en men of hone~t repute, full of the Holy 
Gh(l>t e nd of wisdo:JJ, we1·c Ee lected from their number and 
ort1ainc<l c!raCOI' $ or l·elpers. It is the du~\· of the bishops ot· 
t>!den to rule in tl1e houre of Goci , to feed the flock of God, as 
•he G•·eek work trt>rsl:::teci "bishop" or " elder" means overseer. 
ft i~ 1! c cit;t~ to art as ,:!l'n<'ral overseer and superintendent of 
t:lc rhut·~h . and ciircct it1= ::IJ!endes for the upbuildin:< of the 
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church and the ause of Christ. The word translated, deacon 
means helper or a!15istant ov;erseer. rr:he deacon is the deputy 
or assistant of the~pastor or elder. Ltke an elder,_ he must be 
a man of upright Christian character, whose hab1ts and pas
~:ions must be circumscribed within due bounds, and especially 
should he rule· weil in his own household. The New Testament 
gives him authority to.' read and expound the Scriptures and 
to baptize. • · , 

As to Baptist usages. When our de!lcons are ordained .we 
usually give them in charge of certain duties, the followmg 
generally being enumerated: 'f'hey are to obtain and prepare 
(:1t the church's expense) the emblems of the Lord's Supper, 
a nd the necessary service for its administration. They are to 
assist the elders in distributing this sacrament among the 
pepple. They are charged to look after the pastor of· thei r 
chuiCh, making due inquiry into his financial needs; and thus 
to make effotts to have his wants supplied. They are charged 
to look after the poor of the church, and if there be any cases 
demanding charity, to bring them , to the attention of the 
church. 

They are especially charged to visit those of the church 
whom t.h<:>y know to be distressed either ' in mind of body, l,lnd 
to give them words of encopragement, comfort or consolati~, 
endeavorin~to bring relief to their oppressed or suffering c•r
cumstances. 1'hey are charged as pa~torial assistants in the 
oversight of the·church, to take due note of those memberil who 
abse.nt themselves from the regular service and of those who 
do not commune with the church, to ascertain the caust!"'of 
same, and exercise proper diligence, when possible to remove 
said cause. They are of course charged to visit members who 
are guilty of conduct unbecoming a Christia_n as implied above, 
~ut this duty is not confined to the deaconG. 

rt is the duty of every member of the church, male and 
fem11le, to take a Gosp!!l interest ~n every other member os 
murh as possible, to assist them in working out their salvation 
creditatlv to themselves, honorably to the chUJ:ch, and devot. 

• edly to God. 

DUTY OF PASTORS TO CHURCHES. 
;. The lind aT!d the e>."tcnt of the different gifts which ·God 

h£"Fttlws \lj:<Jn the wfferent CThristians are according to His 
wiel!, eterm•l rurpo>e :n·d de~igned to promote the holiness and 
b ppine~!:. of His ki ngdom. · 

2. All t.'Jere gifts, therefore, should be so employed as is 
l:ert adapted to accomplish this end. 1 

3. The pastors should quietly and meekly exhort their fol
lowers, and teach them to obterve the truth without the hope 
of 1·cward, not injuri'T'g the cause of Ghrist, but edifying those 
that follow him, and the followers permitted to gather spiritual 
'things of the pastors.-Jer. 3:15; 10:21; 17:16; 22:23; 23:1; 

--

.... 

( 21 ) 

Eph. 4:11, 12. The duty of t he shepherd t~ watch the flock.
Gen. 30:40; Ezelc. 34:5, 6. To find pastorage.-1. Kings 18:5, 
6; Sol. 1:7, 8; 7:1; 2:3. Used as a figu1·e.-Ezek. 34:2, 3, 8, 
9, 10. To care for the young and disahled.-Gen. 31:38; 33:13, 
14; Ez!ok. 34 :4, 5. To l:'c t·esponsible for losses.-Gen. 31:39. 
To teat off wild animals.-Amos 8:12; I. Sam. 17:34-36. Duty 
;.f mil1i~ters to preach the doctrine.-!. Sam. 12:7; I. Cor. 1:23; 
?. :2; 3:!>, 10; II. Cor. 4:5; 5:11; II. Tim, 2:4. To shun error.
Matt. J5:13, 14; Acts 20:29 ; J. Tim. 1:6, 7; 6:8-5; Il. Tim. 
2: 16..18. 'fo repro\'e with kind cess, ) et with n ecessary harsh
nus. Ministers· must set a good example to maintain good 
order.-I. Cor. 14:26, 27. 28. 84, 35, 40. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 

Prelimi1:aries. WJ-en seve:J'al "telievers wish to be organized 
into the Christian character, do:trine and fellowship of the 
into a church. they request a council from ~;orne sister church. 
:1pplicants, and their ability to susta;n a chut·ch. If the exami
This coun: il or committee (commonly called an arm) exarr.ines 
nation is sati~factol'Y, tl:e organi7.ation proceeds as follows: 

The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac
tict>. A church covenant is read anrl adopted. A pra:~~er of 
con::ecr:;tion is offered. The hund of fellowship is given. Tl'\c 
r hurrh thn pro:eeds · to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a : 
t•·casunr, a pasto1·, a1•d a loa1·d of diredors, who constitute, 
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, attend
ar.ce, :1nd the menus of gt-:-.:r, benc·;ol£n:e, and sufficient dis
t'ipline il1 the ~burch. Deacons ~ho1•!d possess ~ound piety. 
j!'ood 1 u:ir.css capacity ar.d br,::e lcne•olcmc. They hold office 
nt t he r lcawrc of u~e church. They a~sist in baptism and the 
Lm·d's Supper. ha,·e rare of the pool', and condu~t religious 
n~c<>t:nps in tl:e al : cn~c of the p;..stor. 

' 

c~ 

.. l 

tl .. 



ASSOClATJONAL J;..ETTER FORM. 

1-'rom ..... .. -r·--······· ............. Church in ................... .............. County. 
To the mem¥rs and mesrenA'ers of the Georgia Union Asso-

ciation of united Free Will Baptists t o t'om·ene with .................. . 
Church in ........... L .............. County, Ga., Thursday night before 
the l:nd Su~day in Oelot:er, l!ll 

l. We h;t"t"e t"alled Brother ................ - ....................... Cor 11ur 
p'l~tor for the ensuirA' >ear·. 

2. Sp:; itual cor.dit.!on of t"hurch ....................................... .. 
J. Time of r.:ceting. .. .. . ~---······· ................ Sunday. 
I. Sen ed hy p£slor ......................................... . 

W<' rend :::r r·crre·rn:rt ins. r ;>rrc:: :-nd rost oflic~s :IS 

• >llO\':S ... ...... ... ... .. • • ......... . . ......... • .. 

C. Re:eivcd I y lcUer .... ............... . 
7. Receind on profcrs ion of faith ................... . 
8. Received by baptism .................. .. 
:1. Numt:er expelled ................... . 

10. Di~miEted by Jetter ...... ............. . 
11. Paid for minutes $ .................. .. 
12. Paid for 5. !'ViCe or p?.stor ................ . .. 
13. \ '2lue of church 1 uildinf!, improvement, dona

t !q_rs, ect., made this ~ear 
14. Paid for mission work 
15 . Narr.e.s of mini~ters in church ana"'post office addresses 

. ................................................................. ..................................... _. ...... . 
16. Name!i of lirer.tiotes and por-t offi:e addresses .................. .. 

17. Tota l rr.eml cr : hip of cl: urch 
JR l\unl cr wl:o )-;:; , e d:cd ................. .. 

H'ames with 1 v pal'tor·. relative or· f r·iend 
r.:::- v I e attn·hrd to th is leVer if wanted to 
ap~er r in rr. inute; age, date of death and 
hew long a rr.ember. ) 

19. Nt:ml cr of rur ils in Sur.day School .................. .. 
20. Kuml cr of tea~ hers in Sunday School .................. .. 
21. Kind of literature used. ................. .. : ..................... ................ . 
·Done by order of church in co:1ference this .................... day 

of.. .... < .................................................. , 191 ..... . 
Church Clerk ................. .............. ..... Moderator ................................ .. 
P. 0 ........ : ..................... , ................. P. 0 ... 

1 
............. ............................... . 
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