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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GEORGIA UNION
ASSOCIATION,

The twenty-second annuai session of the Georgia U'nion
Association convened with Bay Springs Churech, Dodge
County, Georgia, Octcber 6, 7 and 8. 1216,

The introductory sermon was preached Thursday nizht
by Rev. N. H. Parrish, from the second chanter of St.
Matthew; closed by Rew H. L. Lumuokin.

. FRIDAY BIORNING SHESSION.

The body met Friday morning at 9 o’clock,, the former
moderator, Rev. W. H. Lolmes being inesent Singing
No. 37 in Golden Ggspel Bell, and nraver by Bro. J. M.
Singleton. The former clark being present, the mode-
rator invited visiting brethiren to seats with us.

Next a call was made for corresponding letters. This-
teen churt:nes responded to the call. Revs. H. L .Lumpkin
and N. Farffish were appointed to read the letters,

“which d‘ltv they verformed and names of churches and
delegates enrolled as follows:

Freewill Union—J. M. Singleton. B. R. Scarbrough.

Christian Hill—J. T. Simmons, M. E. Bruce, R. L. Bz-
hannon. *

Double Branch-—R. H. Marshburn, A. J. Dunaw;'y €;
A. Dunaway, J. P. Nebles, J. I. Singleton.

Alamo—C. Lowrey, H. o) Rcwlmfr

Antioch—E. Carns, R. H. Black, J. H. Owen, Duff
Garden.

Center Grove—B. W. Martin, F. G. Martin, W. W.
Potter.

B ay Springs—G. C. Rogers, J. V. Lamm, J. N. Wil-

liams, Sol Odom, J. W. Horne. /

New Ebenezer—H. T, Hamrick, A. G. Cook.

Union Chapel—E. M. Powell, W. H. Hartley.

Pleasant Hill—R. M. Mc(xlamory, C. H. Hobbs, E. W.
Parker, Robert Davidson, W. T, Rustin.

Loves Chapel—W. T. Yawn, W. H. Walden.

Mt. Ararat—W. M. Shepard J. W. Peacock, J. R.
Rogers, H. T. Day.

Little Beth@i-—W 1.. Henson, J. R. Smith.
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On motion letters be received and delegates seated.

Motion to elect moderator by ballot and clerk by
acclamation. | X .

Rev. W. H. Hoimes was elected moderator; W. T. Rustin
clerk: Rey. B. F. Horne, assistant moderator.

Next called for petitionary ietters. Received none.

Next called for corresponding messengers from sister
associations. Received Rev. J. A. Blanton .frun'.[ South
Georgia Association, Rev. L. 8. Yates from Martin, Rev.
H. L. Lumpkin from Chattahoochee Association.

On motion they be given right hand of fellowship and
seated in the body. . ;

Motion carried, the moderator appoint the various com-
mittees, which are as follows:

Devotion—G. C. Rogers, J. N, Williams, C. A. Dunaway,
J. W. Peacock, E. W. Parker.

Finance—Rev. B. F. Horne, C. H. Hobbs, W. H. Hartley,
W. T. Yawn, W. W. Potter.

Missions=—N. H. Parrish, W. L. Henson, E. Carnes, J.
T. Simmons, J. W. Horne.

Sabbath Schools—=. M. McGlamory, J. M. Dunn, B. W.
Peacock, H. J. Day, C. Lowery, J. R. Smith. b

State of Churches and Character of Ministers—E. M.
Powell, R. H. Marshburn, W. W. Potter, W. M. Shepard,
A. G. Cook, J. M. Singleton, J. H. Owen, J. V. Lamm,
Robert Davidson.

Suggestion—A. J. Dunaway, C. H. Hobbs, W. C .Cole-
man, B. W. Martin, Sol Odom, C. J. Harvey, Dan Shepard,
H. T. Hamrick. -

On motion to hear partial report of Committee on De-
votions. Report received. Rev. L. S. Yates to preach at
11 o'clock; Rev. H. L. Lumpkin to close.

On motion to adjourn until 2:30 o’clock p. m. Prayer
by H. L. Lumpkin.

N AFTERNOON SESSION. . .

Met per adjournment after sinzing No. 29 in Glorious
News, and prayer by Rev J, A. Blanton.

Next, appointed Committee on Obituaries—Bros. B. W.
Peacock, A. L. Draffin, C. J. Harvey. ‘

Motion carried we hear report from corresponding mes-
sengers from sister associations. Rev. J. A. Blanton of
South Georgia Association reported association is on the
upward trend of spiritual progress and brotherly love
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continues. L. S. Yates from Martin reported the same,
R;i;. H. L. Lumpkin from the Chattahoochee reported
same, i

On motion to hear report of Finance Committee. See
report.

On motion Bro. Henson be excused until Saturday
morning at 9 o'clock.

On motion to hear full report of Committee on De-
votions.

We, your committee on Devotions. beg to make our re-
port. Rev. W. H. Holmes tonight at 7:30, W. C. Coleman
to close; Saturday 11 o’clock J. A. Blanton, B. W. Martin
to close; 7:30 night H. L. Lumpkin, A. L. Draffin to
close; Sunday 11 o’clock Rev. N. H. Pairish.

. _ J. W. PEACOCK. Chairman.

On motion to adjourn until 8 o’clock, Saturday morning.
Prayer by Rev, L. S. Yates.

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION.
- The body met per adjournment. Singing No. 144 in
Glorious News, and prayer by Bro. C. H. Hebbs.

hiotlon carried to hear Report on Suggestion.: See re-
port.

On motion to dispense with the regular order of busi-
ness and take up miscellaneous business. '

On motion to receive letter from Bzllview Church.
Delegates J. W. Nobles and H. L. Peavey.

Motion carried we do not send over two correspondents
to any sister association, and that we do not receive over
two from any association.

On motion to elect president of Home Mission Board.
Rev. B. IV. Horne was elected president; W. T. Rustin sec-
retary; C. H. Hobbs, treasurer.

On motion one deacon from each church is appointen’
chairman to organize a society in each church.

On motion we have six hundred copies of our minutes
printed and give clerk power to have same done where he
sees fit.

On motion we correspond with Martin, South Georgia,
Little River and Chattahoochee Associations by delegates.
Midway by sending them minutes. To Chattahoochee,
Rev. W. H. Holmes, A. L. Draffin. South Georgia, Rev.
B. F. Horne, Rev. G. B. Horne. Martin, Revs. W. C. (v »
man, W. H. Holmes. Little River Rev. N. H. Parrish,

On motion to adjourn until 2 o’clock p. m.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met per adjornment. Singing No. 93, in Carol Crown,
and prayer by A. L. Draffin.

Motion carried the next session of this body be hell
with Antioch Church, Wilcox County, Georgia, commenc-
ing Thursday night before second Sunday in Octoher,
1917. The introductory sermon to be preached Thursday
night by Rev. W. C, Coleman; B. F, Horne alternate.
Delegates will be met at Bust, Ga., on H. F. & 8. R. R.
“on Thursday. ] x

On motion there be an ordaining council elected by this
body. On motion Rev. B. F. Horne elected chairman;
Rev. W. H. Holmes, N. H. Parrish, Presbytery. Y

On motion the same recommendations for Rev. N.”H.
Parrish be inserted in our next minutes.

On motion we pay expenses of corresponding messen-
gers.

On motion we give clerk five dollars for his services
and five dollars for last session.

On motion to hear report of Committee on State of
Churches and Charactelf'{ cgplgilﬁsters.

We, your committee. beg to make our report. We find
all churches in good standing except Bellview. We find
it out of order for continuing using the so-called unknown
tongue. We find all the ministers in good standing except
Bro, G. W. Nobles who is a member of Bellview Church.

' - E. M. POWELL, Chairman.

Motion earried that this body withdraw fellowship from

Bellview Church for using the unknown tongue.
REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITTEE.

We, your committee, recommend that the president of
our board be elected at each session of this association.
We further recommend that no money be paid for building
of new churches until the title of property has been duly
investigated by executive members of this association and
no money shall be paid to any new church for building
purposes except where the title is made to the Georgia
Union Association trustees and their successors in office.
We recommend the churches which have shown interest
in the cause’of Home Mission and do earnestly pray the
other' churches to work up an interest among themselves
along this line. We further recommend that the presi-
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dent of the board visit each church once uch year and
help in organizing Home Mission Societies at each church
and the names of the members or the board be carried
in the association minutes,
Prayerfully submitted,
NEAL H. PARRISH.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
After hearing the letters? read from the various
~churches, we find but few Sunday Schools in the church
of our association. We recommend that our churches and
ministers do more for the advancement of the cburse of
Sunday School and also that our churches ask of their
pastors that he give a Sunday School lecture at least twice
each year. We recommend that all cur churches organize
and run Sunday Schools, and that we use the Freewill
Baptist literature. :
Respectfully submitted,
R. M. MeGLAMARY, Chairman.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT.
We, your committee. beg leave to report. We find the
association in arrears $8.86.

Received from churehes ..............covvnn... $73.35
Received by collection ......... ... iinuinnin. 7.55¢
TOIR] RECBIVEA 1.ov u sivinsivis oo m v on /g gim o g e oo 1 80.90
ATPOEYE s owi wudesaeaecs 8 e gt AR R 8.86
okl o Hant - . s irt i e et E A AR 72.04
Expense, L. S. ¥ates ......ocviveivninnirnsn e 8.00
Expense, J. A.Blanton ............ ... ... ... 4.50
Expense, H. L. Lumpkin ........................ 7.10
BTN, o s ooy o b 6 B o o R K A 10.00
D5 < 01 (1 = T e TSy VTP PR L ST s 29.60
Patal i TPEASUTY & & ava v irom e i 5o F e s 5 42.44
B. F. HORNE, Chairman.
OBITUARIES.

We, your committee, beg to submit the following re-
port: We notice by reading letters from the various
churches that two have died—Sirter Maitie Cason of
Pleasant Hill Church and Sister Ellen Singleton of Free-
will Union Church. We ask that the pastor of the various
churches write the obituaries and send to ‘the clerk for
publication.

By the committee,
| A. L. DRAFFIN, Chairman.




G Georgia Union Associativn United Freewill Baptist

REPORT ON SUGGESTION.
Voted down report of Home Missions.
Treasurer carried over from last session of asso-

caion i\ fsus s vansna s s S $27.50
- Received from churches ................c....... 7.63
Total in treasury .......... e R T A S 35.13
© C. H. HOBBS, Treasurer.
‘ W. T. RUSTIN, Secretary.

On motion we give the clerk power from this body to
correct all mistakes he might find in making out manu-

seript. .
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION.

This is to certify that Rev. N, H. Parrish is a member .

of the Georgia Union Association of Freewill Baptist and
is a minister of the gospel in good standing, doing evan-
gelical work for the Freewill Baptist, and we recommend
him to the honor and respect of the general public and
eslll)_ecially to the love and fellowship of God’s people every-
where,

On motion we donate our thanks to this church and
community for their hospitality to us during our stay
with them. ,

After singing and prayer by Rev. J. A. Blanton of the
South Georgia Association, the body adjourned to meet

one year hence. \
REV. W. H. HOLMES, Moderator,
Hawkinsville, Ga.
W 1. RUSTIN,VCIerk,
ienna, Ga., R. No:4.
OBITUARY.

Departed this life October the 11th, 1915, Sister Ethel Mash-
burn, after a protracted illness of typhoid fever. Sister Ethel
was 17 years old, had been a member of Double Branch Church
for two years, She was just blossoming inte young womanhood
with all the graces, charms and virtues of a deeply pious and
forceful Christian life. She bore her sufferings, though severe,
with a hallowed fortitude, a Holy patience that was Divinely
beautiful. She was the daughter of Brother and Sister 1. H.
Mashburn, and leaves besides (hem, one brother and onc sister
and a bhost of relatives and friends who join with them in their
deep sorrow but we feel that our earthly loss is Heaven's eternal
gain, so we sadly say good bye, dear sister, for a while, We feel
sure -that you are only removed from us to be transplanted in
Heaven, to blossom there with all the fragrance and beauty of
the eternally saved., May we all strive to emulate the virtues of
her young, but pure, noble Christian life, though separated
here, may we soon be reunited where with all the loved opes

et —
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redeemed. We can join in praising Him forever, who loved and
died for us, is the prayver of your humble servan..
Her pastor,
ELDER A. J. PARKER.

Sister Matitie Cason was born September 17, 1864, and died
August 17, 1916. She joined the F. W. B, Churcih in early
life and was baptized by Elder S. N, Little at Little Bethel
Church, Macon County, Georgia. Sister Cason has been a mem-
ber of Pleasant Hill Church, Dooly County, Georgia, since its
organization. She v.as one of the three (3) members to organize
the church which is ene of the best churches in the Georgia
Union Association, Her influence will never die.

As a Christian she was higly esteemed by all who knew her.
She was a lady of culture and well-versed in seripture. She was
a true F. W. B. and always ready to defend its doctrine. She
believed in and elevation among our people and hoped to live to
see the denomination she loved so well reach the heights of success.
It was my privilege to visit her home several times during her
illness. It seemed to be a pleasure to her to talk of Jesus and
his love. She leaves a heari-broken husband, DBro. Jas. W.
Cason, and one son, Bro. W. L. Cason. May the amgels of peace
be with the bereaved husbtand and son. Sister Cason was laid
to rest at Pleasant Hill Cemetery, waiting for the general resur-
rection of the saints. There we will clasp hands with Sister
Mattie never again to say good bye.

Wwe'll meet again some sweet glad day,
Where flowers are blooming bright and gay;
And long lost ones bhave gone before;

We'll greet her on that golden shore,

There in that bright, sweet happy hoie,
Where earth’'s affections ne'er can come;
We'll lay our heavenly burden down;
Take up the golden harp and crown.

In that fair land beyond the sea,
There reunited we will be;

Around the throne of God we'll sing,
Hosannah to his Holy name.

By her pastor,
¢ REV. H. L. LUMPKIN.

Mrs. Ellen Singleton, the beloved wife of J.-M. Singleton, joined
the church at Freewill Union Church, Pulaski County, 1895, and.
was baptized by S. J. Nobles, and lived a consecrated member until
her death, which occurred July 3, 1916. She was a faithful
worker for the Lord. She leaves a husband and six children lo
mourn our loss. But we say weep not for she is resting in‘ the
arms of Jesus.

Done by order of her church.
ik W. S. KING, Moderator.

S. G. MYEERS, CI?rk.
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CHURCHES, CLERKS AMND POSTOFFICE.
Pleasant Hill—W. T. Rustin, Vienna, Ga., R. 4.
Freewill Union—S. G. Myers, Finleyson, Ga.
Center Grove, G. W. Land, Pineview, Ga.

New Eberneezer —H. T. Hamrick, Cochran, Ga.
Union Chapel—J. R. Rycroft, Slyvester, Ga.
Loves Chapel—W. T. Yawn, Vienna, Ga., R. 4.
Antioch—J. H, Owen, Pitts, Ga.

Little Bethel—J. R. Smith, Dudley, Ga., R. 1.

Box Springs—J. W. Horne, Eastman, Ga.
Double Branch—D. A. Dunaway, Pinehurst, Ga.
Mt., Ararat— '

Alamo—H. C. *Coleman, Alamo, Ga.

Christian Hill—J. T. Simmons, Abbeville, Ga,

, _ * MINISTERIAL ROLL.

]:;. WoWright ..l X adec.a Cordele, Ga., R. T
N.BH. Parrish . cowsiiaunsasi g s e Nashville, Ga.
W. H. HoI8s .. ciii s svonios . ...Hawkinsville, Ga.’
H. V.l Biendier .o o5 uvarnans Hawkinsville, Ga.
B W MArs oiacan s somyn e arcie e 495 Pitts, Ga.
e LATBOET ol ol A o et b ottt oo bt e ¥ Vienna, Ga.
B. F. }-Iome .......................... Plainfield, Ga.
S, NOBIER o4 il s iy P s s o Hawkinsville, Ga.
W. C. Jones. . . .511 Broadway or 1018 Elm St., Macon, Ga.
Newt Powell «.......ccicimmeuansenn b Joiner, Ga.
B L DI i tn s L e AR v im ok Milan, Ga.
AL RN o e nswinwim g6s PR Alamo, Ga.
We S g nesananaimg Pt A A s it Rochelle, Ga.
B, CENGAY . ..o v inoslvassnssas R A T Cobb, Ga.
e DML © 0% peitipraini oon viav B s 506 sl o Plainfield, Ga.
R T LICENTIATES. '

. DL BEnd e R B e ESETaaE Pineviex

B G HORHR o v i o At T%eé‘:?;‘;’. 821
S SR 22O R SN Rochelle, Ga.

!
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ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We believe that there is but one living, true and eternal
God, the Tather, of whem sve zll things from everlasting to
everlostivg, glorvicus and immutalle in all His atiributes.--I.
Cor. 8:6; I:a. 40:28,

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are all thirgs, the only legotten son of God, born of
the virgin Mary, wlom God freely sent into this world, because
of tie great love wherewith iie loved the worlg; and Christ as
frecly gave Himself a ransom fur all, tasting death for every
man; who was Luricd and rose again the third day, and as-
cended inte heaven, from whenee we look for Him the second
time in the clouds of heaven =zt the last day to judge bat
gu.eh ard dead.—I, Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev.
1:7; Aets 24:15; 1. John 2:2,

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious
g:it of the Futher thicuph His dear Son, unto the worid, who
cuivkeneth ard dieweth sinters home to God.—St. John 16:7,
§; Acts 2:4; Eph. 3:1; Eph. 4:4-6.

4. We Lelieve in the Feginning God made man upright, and
placed Lim in a state of glory without the least mixture of
nyisery, from which he voluntarily by trarsgression, fell, and
I+ that means brought on to himsclf a miserable and mortal
stele suljest to death.—Gen. 2:17; 3:19.

5. We Lelieve that Cod is not willing that any should per-
ich; Lut that all should rome to repentante and the knowledge
of truth, that they might be saved; for which end Christ hath
commanded the gospel to Le preached among il nations and to
every creature—DMarke 16:15; Luke 24:47; John 3:15-17; L
Tim. 2:4.

. We helieve that no man shall suffer in hell for want of
Christ who died for him, but as the Scripture has said, for
denying the Lord that bought them; because they believed not

“in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Unbelief, there-

fore. being the cause why the just and righteous God of heaven
will condemn the children of men; it follows against all ar-
gument that all men, at one time or other, are found in such
capacity as that through the grace of God they may be eter-
rallv saved.—Arcts 17:80; Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; I. John 5:10.

7. We kelicve the whole Scriptures are infallibly trueé, and
that they are the only rules of faith and practire—II. Tim.
3:16, 17. .

&, We helieve in the doctrire of General Provision made of
God in Christ, for the lenefit of all mankind, who repent and
believe the Gospel.—Luke 14:16-20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke
15:2-5; Aects 2:19; Mark 1:15.

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Tather,
by the Holy Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy
Ghost offers His divine aid to all the human family; so as they
all might be happy, would they give place to His divine teacly
inr=: whereas, such who dn net receive the divine impressions

‘
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of His Holy Spirit, shall, at a future day, own. their condem-
nation just, and charge themselves with their own damnation,
for wilfully rejecting the offers of sovereign grace.—Matt.
11:27; St. John 6:45, 65; Ps, 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 22:29.

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but
ungodly men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considered
such who turn_the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying
the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ who bought them,
and therefore, shall kring vpon Wiemselves swift destruction;
but we observe that they, dnd such the Apostle saith because
they receive not the Jove of the truth, that they might be
suved, therefore the indignation and wrath of God is upon
cvery soul of man that doeth evil, living and dying therein;
for there is no respect of persons with God—Jude 1:4; II.
Peter 2:1; 11, Thess. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11,

11. We Lelieve that all children dying in infanecy, having
not actually transgressed against the law of God, in their own
persons, are only subject to the first death, which was brought
on them by the fall of the first Adam, and not that any of them
dying in that state, shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt
of Adam’s sin, for “of such is the kingdom of God."—I. Cor.
15:22; Matt. 18:2-5; Mark 9:36, 37; Matt. 19:13.

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving
faith,.and that in the uce of the means of grace, and not out
of the use of those means, eternal life is promised to men.—
Rev. 22:14, 15; Isa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke
13:34, 3a. L

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy
Scriptures for justification Lefore God through his own works,
power or ability, which he has in and of himself, only as he by
grace is made able to come to God through Jesus Christ; be-
lieving the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to all
believers for their eternal acceptance with God.—Rom 4:24;
Acts 8:20, 21.

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom
of God, so that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come
to pass upon all supposed conditions; yet not as having decreed
any person to everlasting death or everlasting life, out of
respect or mere choice farther than He hath appointed the
godly unto life, and the ungodly, who die and sin unto death.—
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22.31; Matt. 26:31-46.

15." We Lelieve, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believ-
ers’ baptism, laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament in
bread and wine, washing the saints' feet, anocinting the sick
with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, prayer, singing praise
to God, and the public ministry of the Word, with every insti-
tution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.—Mark
.116:15-16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5-17;

as. 5:14.

16.* We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion,
and that the believers are the only subjects for baptism.—

e B
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Matt, 3:16; Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 3:38, 39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12.
17. We believe in a general resurrection of the dead and
a final judgment at the last day.—John 5:28, 29; II. Cor. 5:10.
18. We Lelieve the happiness of the righteous is eternal and
the torments of the wicked are endless—Matt. 25:46.

CHURCH COVENANT.

Having given ourselves to God through Jesus Christ and
adopted the foregoing articles as our confession of faith, we
row give ourselves to each other by the will of God, and agree
to the followirg church covenant:

1. We solemnly covenant before God that we will strive
by His assisting grace to exemplify our profession by a cor-
respondirg practice. We covenant and agree as members of
the church and as Christians to watch aver each other in love
for mutuzl upbuilding in Gospel faith, endeavoring to keep
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, to be careful of
ezch other's reputaticn, to confess our faults one to another,
to strengthen the frelle 2vd kindly admonish the erring, and to
labor together for the building up of the church and the denom-
ination, and the salvation of sinners. f

. We promise that we will faithfully and constantly main-
tain secret and family prayer, and religiously instruct those
under our care. J

3. We covenant and zgree to use our influence to sustain
the regular puklic wowhip of God, contributing according to
our altility and ecircumstances for the support of the ministry
ard other church expenses among us, that we will be benevo-
lernt to the ncedy and especially to the poor of our own ehurch.

4. We also promise that so far as we shall be able we will
attend upon public worshin and the social meeting of the church,
and report ourselves regularly at the monthly conference, and
that we will waik in all the ordinances of the Lord's house.

5. We covenant and agree that we will abstain from all
vain amusements and sinful conformity to the world, that we
will not traffic in, use, nor furnish to others intoxicating drinks

“as a beverage, and that we will sustain the benevolent enter-

prises of our church and denomination, such as missions, edu-
cation, Sabbath Schools, moral Yeforms, and all others which
tend to the glory of God and the welfare of men, and may the
God of peace sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may join the
glorified around the thronme of God, in ascribing blessing and
hornor and glory and power to Him that sitteth on the throne
and the Lamb forever. ‘Amen.

4
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CHURCH DECORUM.

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last
regular conference in the associational year; or, if they prefer,
it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to con-
tinue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to
keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at
any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer-
ence, the time must ke appointed at a monthly meeting of the
church.

3. The pastor shall te moderator of the church, but when
e is absent or does not sit as moderator, some suitable brother
shall be appointed to sit in his place.

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose
. duty it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and
to distribute the bread and wine in the administration of the
Lord's Supper. :

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse
or meglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to
ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church
in conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and it
shall ke his duty to do all the recording and other writing
pertaining to the business of the church, and to preserve a file
of the minutes of the association.

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc., be-
longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by
his predecessor.

8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not less than
three male members well acquainted with business, shall be
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who
apply to them relative to cases of dealing, ete., with the church.

9.  The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, em-
bracing ‘Saturday and the Lord’s Day following, the first of
which shall be the regular time of conference.

'10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female,
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day
the pastor is expected to instruct the church in spiritual manner
by giving plain snd pointed lessons on doetrine, discipline and
the rule of holy living.

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three suc-
cessive conferences, and any member whatever who may be
generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord-

ing the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited te appear in con--

ference and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt
members from this rule if necessary.

12, Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows:
1. Prayver (unless divine service has just been conducted and

!

Lo ]
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generally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees.
5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references or deferred busi-
ness. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come
before the church. 8. Miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister
churches, shall te allowed to speak and make motions or
seconds, but not allowed to vole,

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does
not hold this church in memktership, may be received into the
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his
Christian character is unimpeachatle, and that he has applied
for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join
this or some sister church. All other membters must join by
letter or baptism.

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous
consent of the members present, but unreasonable objections
shall not ke valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes
them shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church.

16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall
inform the church that members have teen absent for three
successive conferences, and the moderator chall appoint some
brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has heen cited
verkally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his resi-
dence Le known to the church, :

15, When a witness, not a member of sthe church, is intro-
duced, he shall not be examined till the question has been put
to the church: “Will you hear the testimony of this witness?"

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge-
ment shall be minuted in the church book.

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who be-
come disordefly, or continue to hold their letters without a good
reason, shall be cited to the conference to answer for their
conduct,

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship ‘on
their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the
church that they have sincerely repented of their former evil.

22, A vote shall not be taken on any question without a
move and a second, and in all important questions the vote shall
be taken by rising on their feet.

23. No other motion shsll be considered while a previous
motion and second is before the conference.

24. It shall be considered disorderly for a member to absent
himself from conference when an important question is to be
decided; but a member upon his request, may be excused by
the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases.

25. No member shall leave the house during conference
without a sufficient cause nor engage in conversation or whis-
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pering without Leing sulject to te called to order by the

moderator.
96. All discussions in conference must be conducted with

calmness and pood fecling; those who speak must rise to their

feet and sddress the moderator, and keép to the point in debate. A

97. No one chall speak more than three times on the same
motion without permission from the moderator, Tor shall the
remarks of any one Le unreasonably long.

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some
brother in his stead.

29, No one shall ke interrupted while speaking unless it be
necessary to call the speaker to order. -

20. Tt shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad-
miristration of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year,
ard the expenses ave to be paid by the church.

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but
the aémiristration shall not be deferred on account of any
ordinary matter of dealing. "

92 Feet washing shall ke attended to as the church. sees
proper.

33, Public fasting. humiliation and prayer shall be ob-
served on proper occasions.

24. This decorum may ke amended or altered by theé vote
of twa-thirds of the members present at any two successive

monthly meetings.

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT.

Having bteen, as we trust, brought together to organize an
association by divine grace, to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ,
to give ourselves wholly up to Him, we joyfully and solemnly
covenant each other to walk together in Him with all humility
and brotherly love, to watch over each other for good, and stir
up each other to love and good works, not forsaking the fre-
quent assembling of ourselves together with our meighbors to
worship God according to his revealed will, as cccasion may
require, to warn, rebuke and admonish each other according
to the Gospel, that the growth of the whole body in Christ and
holiness in knowledge may be thereby promoted, to the end that
we may stand complete in all the will of God for the same pur-
pose, we will wphold the public worship of God and the ordi-
nances of his house, and hold constant communion with each
other therein. We will cheerfully contribute of our property
for the maintenance of a faithful ministry of the Gospel among
us and for the extension of the blessed Redeemer’s kingdom
universally. We will not omit family and closet religion at
home, nor allow ourselves to indulge in the too common neg-
lect of the great and important duty of religiously training our
children for the service of God and the enjoyment of heaven.
We will also sympathize with each ‘other in seasons of temp-

wiing, -

tieargia Union Association United Freewill Baptist 15

cation and afflictions, and be read istri

ation ons, and : y to distribur

::;:i:hth g:‘ U}zrs?]:;ts.ehge] will espezially pray ?ormar:gew?tel;
: - ches univ - i

effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the ;::cs)gllnlititfor s ool

ingathering of the elect, and mayv the God of ﬁ‘;aﬁ,%ﬁg I?:gn;;}iﬁ

sgain from the dead our Lord J hrist
i esus Christ, the g y
?l‘falt:(il sszifgiacihi?u? the lzilood of the everln;:tl;;{;t E{R-Eepr:]aer:;i
ke U8 e cvery good work to do his will, t iy )
g:: Iio\?l;niet?‘\:?’iﬂ? ]:':an;? and p]lace in the chu:'ci: ,onhit;n;‘;;ﬁ nl:?t
f y un his plorious church of the first-korn i av
in ascribing blessings, honor and mi o i
; : 5 might, ini
to him who sitteth on the throne andgtaer?.iJ;ityfo?SSeg ek

R ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM
; ach session of this Assoriation shall b i
) e L e cal
Iz.:i.1 dt?: hflirr;.l?:enllieodfrapo% when present, when zt];:gn:? ::}ireiir
Epdan , seniority of years as member of this Asso.
. Each session and adjourned sitti i iati
:ha:lzl bcl opteijned émd elosed"wli?ﬂl;ﬁg\;ﬂmg of this Association
. In the absence of the former clerk it sh 3
of tqhe ll'tiod]r:'rator pro tem. to appoint a Clerk spra;!té-:‘.the‘ o
e} s al! be the duty of the presiding officer at this point
i if}w r?:t ‘?o; lf"estaond;ng letters and have same vead. It shall
R e clerk pro tem, to read tke names of the
5. After reading letters, the Clerk x
rDIIGar(}tmqrﬁ:tbnat:Ines and mark ailsensttzg WG S el K
2 shall bte the duty of the body at this poi
germam_zr_lt moderator, clerk and treasurer, ~.vhic£ms?|talt]°b§le5t H
v ;mmg ai;:onhandhrisingv vote or by ballot T
7. Each church comporing this assa:iﬁtion vi
?g;tfel;ghoi dfdc;?i;ynn:- é;ss. shall be entitled to two t;zllzl;afesm:z!
ey« e ona enty members or fractional part thereof,
8. One-half of the legal numb
] D er of del
sufficient to constitute a quorum, but a less :uegﬁzsms;l-a" he
andqadJTo}t:rn from time to time. g
.9 is Association may "mi i i i
slonmshall: cﬁlmmcnce < cl‘osg'ete:mme the time ite daily ses-
. chall be the duty of each member of thi
i ) is body
E;ﬁsevr;;:shai; th: time appointed for the daily session Dg%dmat?;
S ] ia
Moderator.g retire shall first obtain permission from the
11, No member shall take final 1|
e ] : nal leave of the conference
Hadtn g its session without first obtaining permission from the
12, Every member wishin i I
12, v on g to speak in con
first rise to their feet and address tl'?e Mod:rato:{“ence ynl
13. No person shall be allowed to speak more than ten min-




16 Georgia Union Association United Freewill Baptist

utes al any one time, nor more than twice on any one subject
without leave of the body. - . ) ) g

‘ 14, No person shall be disturled while speaking unless it
Le reressary lo call him to order. " )

15. No debute shall bte allowed on ém_\' subject unless it
first le preceded by a move and a second. v

16G. '11‘11:.-' yeas and nays may le teken on any question
tefore the conference by the request of one-fifth of the mem-
Lers present, - 3 :

171? All talking and whizpering during the business of the
conference shall be suppressed by the Moderator.

18, The Association may hold correspondence by messen-
per or otherwize with other religious institutions as it may
deem advisalle e

19. These Iy-lows of the Association shall be read at cach
early Associatien near its commencement. il
’ 20, These hy-laws may be altered or amended by a majority
of votes at any vepular zession of this Asvaciation. .

21, There shall ke an cxecuotive eommittee of three disereet
brethren appointed annuslly by the moderator or elected oy
the Lody, who shall properly ke the Association on recess, whose
duties it shall Le to superintend and say what disposition shall
te made of the finances Lelenging properly to the Association,
and the treasurer shall l'c one of the members,

Respeetfully solmitted, your Committee.

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION. -~

1. A church proper in its lowest sense s a body of Christ-
ians united and congregated together for the purpose of wor-
shipping God and promoting His cause, aud which the Gospel
is regularly preached, the ordinancies duly admm!stered, and
the principles of holiness encouraged and practiced. Each
church or body thus formed is separate and independent in
itself, possessing the right to direct its own affairs in its own
way, subject only in certain defficult cases to arbitration by
sister chvrehes. Such churches may, however, united in asso-
ciational capacity for purposes of more thorougl'l organization,
efficient work and for the general and mutuzi good of all,
without surrerdc:ing cnv of their individual rights. Therefore,
the eurches Lerveinaficr mentioned resolve tlle‘msgh‘es into a
I ndy éeclerizelic to be !pown as the Georgia Union' Associa-
tion of United Free Will Tinplists, which sholl meet amnually
wl sueh titme nd ploce as mav Ye apgreed upon by the body at
its annual meetings. «

2. The Association, when assembled, shall te composed of
all ministers of the Assoriation, both ordained and licentiates,
and of delegates or messengers chosen by the several churches
from time to time for the purpose, ! ’

2. Tre delegates shall Le chosen annually in such way as
tve church may clest. and shall Lear a letter reporting the
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state of the church, which veport shall give the statistics of
the church, the number of delegates to Le determined by the
numler of membership ofithe churches, pravided, however, that
no church be allowed less than twn delegates,

4. Tke officers of the Association shall consist of a Mod-
erator. Clerk and Treasurer, to be chosen annually from the
members present; Moderator and clerk to te clected by ballot,

5. It <hall te the duty of the moderator to preside over the
body during the session at which he is clected, call the next
succeeding session to order and preside until a reorganization
iz effected by(the election and installation of his successor. It
chall be his duty to keep order, enforce the rule of decorum,
deride all questions, discipline, and in case of a tie, to cast the
deriding vote, 3

6. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep an accurate
record of all the business transactions of the Association,
superintend the printing of the minutes, and draw on the
treasurer for the funds to defray the expenses of the came. He
shall held his office until his successor is elecetd and installed,
and shall receive such compensation for his services as the
Ascociation may deem proper to allow,

7. There shall ke an executive committee of diseveet hreth-
ren appointed annually by the Moderator, or elested by the
Lody, wio shall praoperly be the Assosiation in recess, and whose
duties may be more fully defired from time to time by the
Associztion. The Treasurer shall ke one of the number.

B. When the Association is asserbled a majority of aill the

-members enrolled shall ke required to form a quorum for the

transaction of business.

9. All debates shall be conducted in a Christian and broth-
erly spirit; and all shall ke allowed the privilege of speaking
ondany subject which is submitted to the consideration of the
body.

10. Every speaker shall rise from his seat, address the
Moderator, and keep to the question in dehate and shall aveid
all unpleasant reflections and personalities.

11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than tery
mihutes in one speech, or speak more than twice on the same
question, except by permission from the Moderator or the body.

12. All questions shall be submitted by move and second,
the first motion taking precedence in point of order. Eyery
motion seconded must be acted upon unless withdrawn by the
mover.

13. The business shall be taken up in order according to
the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the
regular rules for a time for purposes which shall appear proper.

14. The Moderator shall, at each session, invits corios-
ponding delegates from other lodges of our own order, and nlsn
ministers from other denominations to sedts, who, when thus
seated, shall be entitled to the friendship of honorary members.

Adopted at the organization, November, 1893.

T
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES.

1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ,
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed ac-
cording to the-rules laid down in the New Testament.

2. Tkat thdse rules require churches to preserve the form of
government and the ordinances of the first Christian churches
ard to e compdted of kaptized believers in Christ.

3. That the visible church as the aggregate or whole-num-
Ler of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is com-
posed of the redeemed now in heaven, and of such Christians
on earth ‘as are not attached to the visible church, according
to the Gospel rules. -

4. 'That the establishment of a central or catholic gov-

ernment aver the visible church, or any part thereof, is a devise
of earthly amlition repugnant to the Word of God, subservient
to the churches and dangerous to the liberty of men.

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or
tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has
the unrestricted right to administer its own government without
supervision or interference, being under Christ essentially, inde-
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to
a superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church.

6. That churches mayv nevertheless, we suppose, meet by
delegates, form an association and declare the terms upon which
they will keep up the correspondence; but that the rights and
authority Lof churches Leing inalienable, or in no wise comipro-
mised or hindered by entering into an association, and therefore
an association has no authority over churches or individuals,
their only power being to transact business which does not
pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to promote
mutual intercourse, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and
to give that advice to churches which might with equal author-
ity be given by any individual.

7. That the authority of the churches is designed for the.

perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the
preservation of a true and orderly body of Christians on earth;
that it is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, but that it
does not extend to persons, property or the consciences of men
in any manner whatever.

& That the onlv requisites to church membership are faith
in Christ ard otedicrce to the Gospel; that faith in Christ
necessarilv existe in connection with the Felief in the funda-
mental truths of Christianitv, and that to prescribe any other
requjsite of such membership is an assumption of authority on
the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons;
that the elders are also called bishops or pastors; and all the
elders are equal in rank, though they may perform different
functinns—since some may he the hishops or pastors of particn-
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lar cihurches, while others may be simply elders, having no pas-
toral ¢ A

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends
to teachirg, exhortation and rebule, but no further; that he
cannot perform any acts that telong to the authority of the
church—such as the reception of members into the church
compact, or the expulsion 6f offenders; that as a member of the
church, he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty
of transgression he is to be brought to trial tefore his brethren
and convicted or acguitted in the same manmner as if he was a
private person; vet we think it prudent to call in advisory help,
especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy.

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer
in water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost. .

12. ‘I'nat the Lord’s Supper and washing the saints’ feet
are ordinances to be obgerved in the church until the Lord
comes,

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their
offize by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the
presbytery and prayer, without which they are not authorized
u.:ﬁ administer the ordinances pertaining to their respective
offices.

DOCTRINAL VIEWS

1., We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men.
divinely inspired and is a treasure of heavenly instruction; that
it has God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth without
any mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals the prinei-

-ples by which God will judge us, and therefore it shall remain

with =s to the end of time the true center of Christian union
and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and
opinions conform.—Rev. 13:14; John 5:39.

That there is one true and living God, whose name.is Jeho-
vah, the maker and ruler of heaven and earth, inexpressible
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidi =za and
love, revealed in the personal distinstion of Tather, Zon and
Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemptions
—Ex. 6:3; Psa. 33:18.

8. That man was created in a state of holiness under the
law of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that
holy and happy state, in consequence of which men are now
<inners, not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly
devoid of holiness required by the law of God, wholly given to
the gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful
passions, and therefore are under just condemnation to eternal
ruin without defense or excuse.—Gen. 1:27, 2:7, 3:6, 19, 23.
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4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through
the mediztorial office of the Son of God, who took upon himself
our nature, 1et without sin, honored the law by his own per-
sonal o! edience, :u:rl made stonement for sin by his death;
leirg risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and
uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with
divire perfection in qvery way quahﬁed to be sult.able, compas-
sionate and all sufficient Savior.—Epu. 2:5, 5:8, Rom. T:11.

5. That the Gospel Llessings which Christ in his fullness
bestows on such as believe in him, is justification. That this
justilieation consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal
life, upon prineiples of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in
congideration of anything we do, but solely through his own
righteousness and atenement, and that it brings us into a state
of most blesscd prace and favor with God.—Rom. B:30, Ezek.
18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom. 8:17.

G. That the Llessings of salvation are made free to all by
the Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to receive them
Ly a cordial ard olbedient faith and that nothing prevents the
salvation of the greatest sinner upon earth, but his own volun-
tary refosal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal
will subject him to an aggravated condemnation.—Mark 16:16,
John 17:20; Isa. 20,

T Tlml in order to be saved we must be regenerated or
cbedience to the Gospel; and that its evidence is found in the
holy fruits which we bring forth to God.—John 3:3-8, Matt,

© 3:8-10. g .
8. That eléction is the gracious purpose of God, according

to which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners, it being
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com-
prehends all means with the end; that it is a glorious display
of God's goodness, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable;
born again; that regeneration consists of giving a holy dispo-
sition to the mind and is affected in a manner above our com-
prehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntary
that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer,
praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free mercy,
that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that
it is the foundstion of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain
it with regard to oursclves, demands and deserves our utmost
diligence,

9. That the preserving attachments of true believers to
Chrigt is the grand mark which distinguishes them from super-
ficial po:sessors; that a special Providence watches over their
welfaré, and that they are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation.—Eph. 1:1-2.

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule
of his Government; that it is holy, just and good; that the
inability which the Seriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill its
precepts, arvises entirely from his love of &n; to deliver him

ved

b
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througn a mediator to unfeigred obedience to the holy law, is
one design of the Gospel ard of the means of grace ronnested
with the establishment of the visible church.—Matt. 5.13, Luke
10:13-20, 14:17.

11, That the first day of the week is the Lord’s day, or
Christian Sabbath; that it should 'e kept sacred to religious
purposes by abstaining from all secular labor and recreation;
by the direct olservance of sll means of grace, toth public and
private, and preparation for.that vest which remains for the
children of God.—Ex. 19:8, Heb. 4:9, Thess. 1:7, Psa. 16:9.

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for the
interest and good order of human society, that magistrates are
to be prayed for conscientiously, honored and okteved in all
things not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the Lord of the conscience and Prince of the kings on earth.—
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:5, Tim. 5:17.

13. That there is a radical and essential diflirence between
the righteous and the wicked; that such orly a5 are justified by
faith in the rame of the Lord Jesus, and nunetificed by the
Spirit of God are truly irighteons in his esteein, while such as
continue in impenitence and in unkelief, ave in his sight wicked
and under this curse, and this distinction holds good among men
both in and after death.—Matt. 25:46; Mark 16:16.

14, That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ
will desrend from heaven and raise the dead from their pgraves
to final retrilution; that a solemn separation will then take
place, the righteous Leing adjudged to everlasting happiness,
and the wicled to erdless rum‘:llmm. and this judgment will
fix forever the final state of man in heaven or hell, on principles
of righteousness.—John 5:25, Matt. 25:84:41:46.

DEACON’S DUTY.
BY J. H. JENKINS,

1. From a Bible standpoint .

2. From the Baptist usage standpoint.

The first apostolic church in Jerusalem in A. D. 82, the first
vear of its existence as such, found it necessary to ordain
deacors. The twelve pastors did not find it convenient to
attend to all that was required of them, and so neglected some
of the widows who protably needed both spiritual and financial
asfistance. To meet this need, and in ovder that the pastors
might give themselves-continually in prayer and to the min-
istry of the Word, seven men of honest repute, full of the Holy
Ghost and of wisdom, were selected from their number and
ordained deacons or helpers. It is the duty of the bishops or
elders to rule in the house of God, to feed the flock of God, as
the Greek work translated “bishop” or “elder” means overseer.
It is the duty to act as general overseer and superintendent of
the church, and direct its agencies for the upbuilding of the
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church acd the cause of Christ. The word translated, deacon
means helper or assistant ovepscer. The deacon is the deputy
or assistant of the pastor or elder. Like an elder, he must he
a man of upright Christian character, whose habits and pas-
sions must | e vircumseriled within due Lourds, and especially
should he 1ule well in his.own household. The New Testament
gives Lim nuthovity to rcad and expound the Scriptures and
to Laptize. F:

As to Baptist usapes. When our deacons are ordained we
usually give them in charge of certzin dutics, the following
generally Leing enumerated: They are to obtain and prepare
(at the church’s expenee) the emllems of the Lord's Supper,
end the necesrary service for its administration. They are to
assist the elders in distributing this sacrament among the
people. They are charged to look after the pastor of their
church, matirg due inguiry into his financial needs; and thus
to make efforts to have his wanls supplied. They are charged
to look after the poor of the church, and if there be any cases
demanding charity, to bring them tp the attention of the
church. E

They are especially charged to visit those of the church
whom they know to Le distressed either in mind of body, and

' to give them words of encouragement, comfort or consolation,.

erdeavoring té bring relief to their oppressed or suffering cir-
cumsiances.  TEey are charped ns pastorial assistants in the
oversight of the chureh, to take due note of those members who
absent themselves from the regular service and of those who
do not commune with the church, to ascertain the cause of
same, and exercise proper diligence, when possitle to remove
said catse. They are of course charged to visit members who
are guilty of vonduct unbecoming a Christian as implied above,
but this duty is not confined to the deacons.

It is the duty of every member of the church, male and
female, to take a Gospel interest in every other member as
much as possible, to assist them in working out their salvation
creditably to themselves, honorably to the church, and devot-
edly to God.

DUTY OF PASTORS TO CHURCHES.

i. The kind and the extent of the different gifts which God
bestows upen the different Christians are according to His
wise, etevnzl yurpese ard designed to promote the holiness and
ke ppiness of His kingdom.

2. All these gifts, therefore, chould te so employed as is
lest adapted to accomplish this end. ’

3. The pastors should quietly and meekly exhort their fol-
lowers, and teach them to observe the truth without the hope
of reward, not injuring the cause of Christ, but edifying those
that follow him, and the followers permitted to gather spiritual
things of the pastors—Jer. 3:15; 10:21; 17:16; 22:23; 23:1;
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Eph. 4:11, 12. The duty of the shepherd to watch the flock.—
Gen. 30:40; Exek. 34:5, 6. To find pastorage—I. Kings 18:5,
6; Sol. 1:7, 8; 7:1; 2:3. Used as a figure—Ezek. 34:z, 3, 8,
9, 10. To care for the young and disabled.—Gen, 31:38; 33:13,
1"1; Ezek. 834:4, 5. To Le respon:zible for losses—Gen. 31:39.
To beat off wilu animals.—Amos 8:12; [. Sam. 17:34-36. Duty
of ministers to preach the doctrine—I. Sam. 12:7; 1. Cor, 1:23;
2:2; 3:9, 10; 11. Cor. 4:5; 5:11; II. Tim. 2:4. To shun error.—
Matt. 15:13, 14; Aects 20:29; I. Tim. 1:6, 7; 6:3-5; IL. Tim.
2:16-18. To reprove with kindness, yet with necessary harsh-
uess. Ministers must set a good example to maintain good
orqer.—I. Cor. 14:26, 27, 28, 34, 85, 40.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. )
Preliminaries. When several believers wish to le organized
into a church, they request a council frcm some sister church.
This council or committee (commonly called an arm) examines
into the Christian character, doctrine and fellowship of Lh_e
applicants, and their zbility to sustain a church. If the exami-
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as follows:
The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and prac-
tice. A church covenant is read and adopted. A ‘prayer‘of
consecration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The
church then proceeds to elect its officers, which are a clerk, a
treasurer, a pastor, and a board of directors, wh_o_constltute.
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, att.en.d-
ance, and the means of grace, benevolence, and Eufﬁclent_dls-
cipline in the church. Deacons should possess sound piety,
good butiness capacity and large benevolence. They hold office
at the pleasure of the church. They assist in baptism and the
Lord's Supper, have care of the poor, and conduct religious
meet:ngs in the absence of the pastor. )
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