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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GEORGIA UNION 
~SSOCIA TION. 

The twenty-second annual session of the Georgia i.Jnion 
Association convened with B~:r Spdn~<:s Church, Dodge 
County, Georgia, October 6, 7 and 8. 1916. 

The introductory sermon was prea:!hed Thursday nlght 
by Rev. N. H. Parrish, fl·om the second chanter of St. 
Matthew; closed by Rev. H. L. Lumpkin. · 

. FRIDAY MORKING SESS~ON. 
The body met Friday moming at 9 Q'clock,. the f.:>rmer 

moderator, Rev. W. H. 5ohnes being present. Singing 
No. 37 in Golden <icspel Bell, and ,rayer by Bro. J. M. 
Singleton. T~H'= former cJ.~rk being present, the mcde­
rat'>r invited visiting bret~ren to seats with us. 

Next a call wgs made fo1· corresponcling letters. Thh·-· 
teen churches r~sponded to the call. Revs. H. L .Lumpkin 
and N. H. Fs.rtfish were appointed to re~d the letters, 

.. which duty they performed and names of churches and 
delegates em-oiled as follows: 

Freewill Union-J. M. Singleton. B. R. Scarbrough. 
Christian Hill-J. T. Simmons, M. E. Brur:e, R. L. B~­

hannon. 
Double Branch-R. H. Marshburn, A. J. Dunaway·, C. 

A. Dunaway, J . P. Nobles, J. 1. Singl:!ton. 
Alamo- C. Lowrey, H. C. R<Swling. 
Antioch-E. Carns, R. H. Black, J. H. Owen, Duff 

Garden. 
Center Grove-B. W. Martin, F. G. Martin, W. W. 

Potter. 
B ay Springs-G. C. Rogers, J. V. Lar.nn, J. N. Wil-

liams, Sol Odom, J. W. Horne. 1 
New Ebenezer-H. T. Hamrick, A. G. Cook. 
Union Chapel-E. M. Powell, W. H. Hartley. . 
Pleasant Hill- R. M. McGlamory, C, H. Hobbs, E .. W. 

Parker, Robert Davidson, W. T. Rust in. ' 
Loves Chapel-W. T. Yawn, W. H. Walden. 
Mt. Ararat-W. M. Shepard, J. W. Peacock, J. R. 

Rogers, H. T. Day. -
Little Rethel- W. L. HenSfJ~ , .T. R. Smith . 

........ : .·., . ~ : .. ., ·' .· ... ... ... ... 
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On motion letoors be received and delegates seated. 
Motion to elect moderator by ba1lot and clerk by 

acclamation. . . 
• Rev. W. H. Holmes was elected moderatot; W. T. Rustin 

clerk; Rev. 'B. F. Horne, assistant moderator. 
Ne>.-t called for petitionary ietters. Received non~. 
Next called for corresponding messengers from sister · 

associations. Received Rev. J. A. Blanton from South 
Georgia Association, Rev. L. S. Yates froru Martin, Rev. 
H. L. Lumpkin from Chattahoochee Association. 

On motion they be given right hand of fellowship and 
seated in the body. 

Mo~ion carried, the moderator appoint the various com-
mittees, which are as follows: 
Devotion~G. C. Rogers, J. N. Williams, C. A. Dunaway, 

J. W. Peacock, E. W. Parker., 
Financ~Rev. B .. F. Horne, C. H. Hobbs, W. H. Bartley, 

W. T. Yawn, W. W. Potter. 
Missionsh-;-N. H. Parrish, W. L. Henson, E. Carn~, J. · 

T. Simmons, J. W. Horne. 
Sabbath Schools-R. M. McGlamory, J. M. Dunn, B. W. 

Peacock, H. J. Day, C. Lowery, J . R. Smith. _,. 
State of Chm·ches and Character of Ministers-E. M. 

Powell, R. H. Marshbilrn, W. W. Potter, W. M. Shepard, 
A. G. Cook, J. M. Sing1eton, J. H. Owen, J. V. Lamm, 
Robert Davidson. 

Suggestion-A. J . Dunaway, C. H. Hobbs, W; C .Cole-
man, B. W. Martin, Sol Odom, C. J. Harvey, Dan Shepard, 
H. T. Hamrick. 

On motion to hear partial report of Committee on De~ 
votions. Report reeeived. Rev. L. S. Yates to preach at 
11 o'clock; Rev. H. L. Lumpkin to close. 

On motion to adjourn until 2:30 o'clock p. m. Prayer 
by H. L. Lumpkin. 

' AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Met ~· adjournment after sincing No. 29 in Glorious 

News, and prayer by Rev J. A. BJanton. 
Next, appointed Committee on Obituaries-Bros. B. W. 

Peacock, A. L. Draffin, C. J . Harvey. 
Motion canied we hear 1·eport from correspon~g mes­

sengers from sister associations. Rev. J . A.· Blanton of 
South Georgia Association reported association is on the 
upward trend of spiritua1 progress and brotherly Jove 

. . 
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continues. L. S. y~tes from Martin reported the same. 
~ev. H. L. LumpKm from the Chattahoochee reported 
same. , · 

On motion to hear repo1-t of Finance Committee See 
report. · 

On. motion Bro. Henson be excused until Saturday 
mo1·mng at 9 o'clock. 

qn motion to hear full report of Committee on De­
votions. 

V!e, you.r committee on De~otions. beg to make our re­
port. Rev. W. H. Holmes tomght at 7:30 W. C. Coleman 
to close; Saturdar 11 o'clock J. A. Blanto~, B. w. Martin 
to close; 7:30 m~ht H. L. Lumpkin, A. L. Draffin to 
close; Sunday 11 o clock Rev. N. H. Pan-ish. 

. J. W. PE-ACOCK Chairman 
On motwn to adjourn until 8 o'clor.k, Saturday morn~g. 

Prayer by Rev. L. S. Yates. 
SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. 

"' T~e body met per adjournment. Singing No. 144 in 
Glorw~s News! and prayer by Bro. C. H. Hobbs. 

Motion earned to hear Report on Suggestion. . See re-· 
~rt : 

On motion to dispense with the regular order of busi-
ness and lflke up miscellaneous business. · 

On motwn to receiye letter from Ballview Church. 
Deleg~tes J. ~-Nobles and H. L. Peavey. 

Motiol} earned ~e ~o not sand over two correspondents 
to any slSter association, and that we do not receive over 
two from any association. 

On motion to elect president of Home Mission Board. 
Rev. B. F. Horne was elected president; W. T. Rustin sec-
retary ; C. H. Hobbs; treasurer. · 

q_n motion one deacon from each church is appointe/ 
duurman .to o1·ganize a society in each church. · 

9n motion :ve have six hundred copies of our minutes 
prmte~ and gwe cler k power to have same done wher~- he 
sees fit. 

. qn m?tion we con·espond with 1\fartin, South Georgia, 
LI~Lle River and C,hattaltoochee Associations by delegates. 
Midway by sending them minutes. To Chattahoochee 
Re\'. W. H. Holmes, A. L. Draffin. South Georgia, Rev: 
B. F. Horne, Rev. G. B. Horne. Martin, Revs. W. C. r1 , ~. 
man, W. H. Holmes. Little River R.ev. N. H. Parrish. 

On motion to adjourn until 2 o'clock p. m. 

. . . 
\ 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Met per adjornment. Singing No. 93, in Carol Crown, 

and prayer by A. L. Draffin. 
Motion catTied the next session of this body be hel ,) 

with Antioch Church, Wilcox County, Geo1·gia, commenc­
ing Thursday night before second Sunday in October, 
1917. The introductory sermon to be preached Thursday 
night by Rev. W. C. Coleman; B. Fr Home altemate. 
Pelegates will be met: at Bust, Ga., on H. F. & S. R. R. 

-i>n Thursday. ~,_ . l'" 
On motion there be an ordaining council elected by ttiis 

body. On motion Rev. B. F. Horne elected chairman; 
Rev. W. H. Holmes, N.H. PatTish, Presbyterr. . · 

On motion the same recommendations for Rev. N.-tl. 
Parrish .be inserted in OUl' next minutes. 

On motion we pay expenses of corresponding messen­
gers. 

On motion we give cle1·k five dollars fot· his set·vices 
and five :dollars for last session. 

On motion to hear xeport of Committee on State Qf 
Churches and Charactel' of Mirusters. 

REPORT. 
We, your committee: beg to make our report. We find 

all churches in good standing except Bellview. We find 
it out of order for continuing using· the so-called unknown 
tongue . • we find all the mirusters in good _standing except 
Bro. G. W. Nobles who is a member of Bellview Church. 

. - E. M. POWELL, Chrurman. 
Motion carried that this body withdraw fellowship from 

Bellview Church for using the unknown tongue. 
REPORT OF HOME MISSION COMMITI'EE. 

We, your committee, recommend that the president of 
our board be elected at each session of this association. 
We furthet recommend that no money be paid for building 
of new churches until the title of property has been duly 
investigated by executive members ot this association and 
no money shall be paid to any new church for building 
purposes except where the title is made to the Georgh 
Union Association trustees and their successo1·s in office. 
We recommend the chut'ches which have shown interest' 
in the ~USE}' of Home Mission and do earnestly. pray the 
other· churdles to work up an interest among themselves 
along this line. We further recommend that the presi-
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dent .of the ~o~rd visit each church once .:«ch year and 
help ~n orgaruzmg Home Mission Societies at each church 
and the names of the members of the board be carried 
in the association r.rinutes. 

Prayerfully submitted, 
NEAL H. PARRISH. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
A,.fter hearing the letters• read from the various 

.. churches, we find but few Sunday Schools in the church 
of our association. We recommend that our churches and 
ministers do more for the advancement of the ct>ur se of 
Sunday School and also .that our churches ask of their · : 
pastors that he give a Sunday School lecture at least twice 
ea~h year. We recommend that all our churches organize 
and run Sunday Schools, and that we use the Freewill 
Baptist literature. . 

Respectfully. submitted, 
R. M. McGLAMARY, Chairman. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT. 
We, your committee. beg leave to report. We find the 

association in an-ears $8.86. 
Received from churches . . ... . .. .. . . . . . .. . . ... . $7"3.35 
Received by collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 .5fl 
Total Received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.90 
An·ears .. .. ...... .... . . .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.86 

· Total· on hand . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.04 
Expense, L. S. Yates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 
Expense, J. A. Blanton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.50 
Expense, H. L. Lumpkin ............ .... . ... .... 7.10 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
Expenses . . .... . ..... . ... . .. . .. . .. . ........ . . 29.60 
Total in Treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.44 

B. F. HORNE, Chrurman. 
OBITUARIES. 

We, your committee, beg to submit the fo1lowing, re­
p<1rt: We notice by reading letters from tbe va1ious 
churches that two have died-Sirter Mattie Cason of 
Pleasant Hill Church and Sister Ellen Singleton oi Free- · 
will Union Church. We ask tha_t the pastor of the various 
churches write the obituaries and send to 'the clerk for 
publication. · 

By the committee, 
1 

A. L. DRAFFIN, Chainnan. 
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REPORT ON SUGGESTION. 
Voted down report of Home Missions. 

Tr~as':lrer carried over from last session of asso-
Ciation ................... . ................ $27.50 

Recei~ed from ~~urches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.63 
Total m treasury .... . ..................... _ .. 35.13 

· C. H. HOBBS, Treasurer. 
. ~ . W. T. RUSTIN, Secretary. 

On motion we g1ve the clerk power from this body to 
cor!'ect all mistakes he might find in making out manu­
scrlpt. 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION. 
This is to certify that Rev. N. H. PaiTish is a member . 

?f the .G~orgia Union Assoc!ation of Freewill Baptist and 
1s ~ m.Jruster of the gospel m good standing, doing evan­
g~hcal work for the Freewill Baptist, and we recommend 
h1m to the honor and respect of the general public and 
es,P.ecially to the love and fellowship of God's people every­
where. 

0n i:notion we donate our thanks to this church and 
community for their hospitality to us during our stay 
with them. • 

After singing and prayer by Rev. J . A. Blanton of the 
South Georgia Association, the bod'y adjourned to meet 

_. one year h~nce. . ~ 
REV. W. H. HOLMES, Moderator, 

Hawkinsville,. Ga. 
W. T. RUSTIN, Clerk, 

Vienna, Ga., R. N0':"'4. 
OBITUARY. 

Departed lhla Ufe October the 11th, 1 915, Sisler Ethel Mash­
burn. after a protracted 1llneas of typhoid fever. Sister Ethel 
~ 17 years old, bad been a member of Doable Branch Church 
for two years. She was just blossoming into young womanhood 
with aU the graces, charms and virtuea or a deeply pious and 
forceful Christian life. She bore her sufferings, though severe, 
with a hallowed fortitude. a Holy patience that was Dh1nely 
beautiful. She was the daughter of Brother and Sister n. R. 
Mashburn, and leaves besldeG them, one brother and one slater 
and a host or relatives and friends who join with them In their 
deep sorrow but we reel that our ear~ly loss Is H eaven's eternal 
gain , so we sadly say good bye, dear sister, for a whUe. We feel 
sure ·that you are only removed from us to be transplantl'd In 
Heave~ to blossom ther e wit h all the fragrance and, beauty of 
the eternally saved. May we all strive to emulate the virtues of 
her young~ but pure, noble Christian life, though separ ated 
her e, may we soon be reuni!Pd where., with all the loved ooes 

I 
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redeemed. We can join in praising iJim forever who loved and 
died for us. is the· prayer or your bumble servan~. 

Her pastor, 
ELDER A. J . PARKER. 

Sister !.latUe Cason was born September 17, 18tH, and died 
August 17, 1916 . ::.he joined the P . W. B. Cburcil In early 
ure and was bapiized by Elder S. N. Little at Little Dethel 
Church, Macon Counts, Georgia. Sister Cason uas been a mem­
ber of Pleasant Hill Church, Dooly County, Gcorgla, since Its 
organiulion. She "as one o! the th1·ee (3) membus to organlze 
the church "hiC'h is occ of the best churches In the Georgia 
Union Aasoclation. Her influence will never die. 

As a Christian she was higly este.•rued by all who knew her. 
Sbe was a lady of cuJlure and well-versed In scripture. She was 
a true F. W. B. and always ready to defend Its doctrine. She 
believed in and elevation among our people and hoped to live to 
see the denomination she loved so wl!ll reach Lbe heights of success. 
It was my privilege to visit her home several times during her 
Illness. It seemed to be a pleasure to her t o talk or J esus and 
his love. She leaves a heart-brol~<'n husband, Bro. Jas. W. 
Cason, and oue so!l, Bro. W. L. Cason. 1\tay the nu.gels or peace 
be with· the bereaved husband and son . Sister Cason was laid 
to rest at Pleasant liill Cemetery, wafting for the general resur­
r ection of the sai.nts. There we \\' Ill clasp bands with Slater 
Mattie never again to say good tiye. 

We'll meet again some swee\. glnd day, 
Where flowers are bloominF: bright -and gay ; 
And long lost ones have gone before; 
We'll greet her on that golden shore. 

There in that bright, sweet happy ho1oe, 
Where earth's arcections ne'er can come; 
We'll lay our heavenly burden down; 
Take up the golden harp and crown. 

In tb.at fair land beyond the sea, 
There reunited "'e will be; 
Around the throne of God we'll sing, 
Hosannah to his Holy n.ame. 

By her pastor, 
nEV. H. L. LUMPKIN. 

Mrs. Ellen Singleto~. the beloved wife or J.· lf. Singleton, joined 
the charch at Freew111 Union Church, Pulaski County, 1895, and · 
was baptized by S. J. Nobles, and lived a consecrated' member until 
her death, which occurred July 3, 1916 . She was a faithful 
worker for the Lord. She leaves a husband and six chUdren to 
mourn our loss. But we say weep not for she la resting I~ the 
a rms of Jesus. 

Done by order of her church. 

\ 

, 

W. S. KING, Moderator. 
S. G. MYEERS, Clerk. 

~ 
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CHURCHES, CLE RKS AND POSTOFFICE. 
Pleasant Hill-W. T. Rust in, Vienna, Ga., R. 4. 
Freewill Union-S. G. Myers, Finleyson, Ga. 
Center Grove, G. W. Land, Pineview, Ga. 
Ne~ Eberneezer -H. T. Hamrick, Cochl·an, Ga. 
Umo.n Chapel-J. R. Rycroft, Slyvester , Ga. 
Loves Chapel-W. rr. Yawn, Vienna, Ga., R. 4. 
Antioch-J. H. Owen, Fitts, Ga. 
Little Bethel-J. R. Smith, Dudley, Ga., R. 1. 
Box Spring~. W. Horne, Eastman, Ga. 
Double HranCb-D. A .. Dunaway, Pinehurst, Ga. 
.Mt. Ararat- , 
Alamo-H. C. "'coleman, Alamo, Ga. 
Christian . Hill-J. T. Simmons, Abbeville Ga. 

MINJSTERIAL ROLL. ' 
~- W. Wri~bt . . ... • .. .... .......... Cordele, Ga., R. 7 
N. H. Parr1sh ........ . ..... , ....... . ... Nashville, Ga. 
}}'· H. Holmes ... . ............... · .... Ha~~ns~lle, Ga.' 

. V. J . Et~ertdge ......... . .. .. .... HawkinsVJlle, Ga. 
B. W. Martm ..................... . .. .. .. . . Pitts, Ga. 
C. F. Lambert ........................ .. . Vienna, Ga. 
B. F. Horne ....................... . .. Plainfield, Ga. 
S. J. Nobles . . ............ . ... . ..... Hawkinsville, Ga. 
W. C. Jones .... 511 Broadway or 1018 Elrn St., Macon, Ga. 
Newt Powe~l ...... . . . .............. . ..... J oiner, Ga. 
A. L. Draffm . . .. ............ , . .. . ....... .. Milan, Ga. 
W. C. Coleman .. ...... . ............ : ..... Alamo, Ga. 
W. S. King . ........................ .. . Rochelle, Ga. 
P. C. Canady .. .. ........... . ......... . .... Cobb; Ga. 

"" J . M. Dunnt. ............ . ............... Plainfiel<!/Ga. 
· LICENTIATES. 

E. D. Land ........ . . ........... ....... Pineview, Ga. 
R. G. B. Horne ............ . ..... . .. . .. . . Dexter,. Ga. 
B. W. Peacock .......................... Rochelle, Ga. 

-
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. We t.elie\'e tbat there is but one lh·ing, b'ue and eternal 

God. the 'Fathe1·. of wl'om :we <:II things from everlasting to 
e·.crl::;.l!qr, glo1·iou~ and imn~ut:1tle i n nil His nttributes.- - J. 
Cor. S:G; ha. 40:28. 

2. We believe that thcre is mte Lord Jesus Christ, by 
\l'ho::J nl e nil thi r g .', the only ~;{>gotten son of God, bot'D of' 
ti:e virgin 1\Iary, wl:rm1 God freely £ent into this world, becau se 
of tlw great love where wi~h lle lo\·ed the worlu; and Uhr·ist as 
frc:cly gave l:limsclf a rnt1som fur · all. tasting deuth for every 
man ; who was l.;~.&r!ul and roJ;:e ::tgain the third day, and .ls­
ccnd~d into heaven, from whet:ce we look for Him the se~ond 
t:me in the clouds of hem·en at the l::;st day to judge both 
qn:d: m:d d~nd.-J, Tim. 2 :5, 6; Heb. 2:9 ; St. John 3:16; Rev. 
l :'i; Act!> 24:15; I. John 2:2. 

3. We be!ic\'e thnt tlt\!re is one Hoi)' Ghost, the precious 
g:ft of !he F~;lhcr thtcugh Bis dear ~on, unto the woricl, who 
t;l:i·:~enl'l ;t :tr.d d;-:,;nth sim:c·t·s home to God.-St. John 16:7, 
R; /~ds 2 :~; Ep!t. 3:1; Eph. 4:4-6 . 

.J. We telic,·e in the heginniJ1g God made man U[1right, and 
p!acEd him in n state of glory without t he lea~t mixt ure of 
nri: ery, from which he voluntarily tiy trn"sgression, fell, :tnd 
l ,. tha t ~:enns l•rou:;:ht on to him~:clf n mil'erable and mortal 
Hate su !.jc~t to deati·.-Gcn. 2:17; 3:19. 

5. We l:elicvc that God is not willing thd any should per­
i ~h; l.ut that nil should r ome to repentam·e and the Jmowlcdge 
of truth, t!~at t.hey might te sa,·cd; for whi~h end Christ hath 
C'omr.;ar.cled tht! ,:!osr.el to t e preached mnong nil nations and to 
C\'e t·y creature.- l\!nrl• 1G:15; LuJ.:e 24:47; John 3:15-17; I. 
Tim. 2:4. 

. We helie,·e that no man ~ha ll suffer in hell for want of 
Chri~t who died for him, but as the Scriptu1•e has said, for 
denying the Lord that bought them; because they believed not 

· in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Unbelief, there­
fore. being the cuuEe why the jurt and righteous God of heaven 
will condemn the children of men; it follows against all ar­
gument that all men, at one time or other, are found in such 
capacity as that throug-h the grace of God they may be eter­
na!h· sa\cd.- Acts 17:30 ; l\Iark G:6; Heb. 3:10; I. J ohn 5:10. 

7. We belie\'e the whole Scriptut·es m·e infallibly tru~, and 
that. they are the only 1·ules of faith and practi:e.- IT. Tim. 
3:1G, 17. . 

8. We helie,·e in Ute do:triPc of Genernl Provision made of 
God in Clwi l;t , for the l' enefit of all ma1;kind, who r ept-nt and 
heliC\'e the Gospei.-Lu~:e 14:1G-20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 
13:3-5; Acts :0::19; ~hn·k 1:15. 

9. We be!ic\·e t hat sinl1el'S :ll'e drawn to God, the Father, 
U1' the Holy Ghost, throuj!h Christ Hi s Son, a'1d t hat the Holy 
Ghost ofie1·s Tlis diYine aid to all the human family ; so as they 
all mi!!ht be happy, would they give place to His divine tcacll­
in ..,.., : whPrP:!l'. fll~h who rio nnt r rr <'i\'e the divine impres!lion~ 

\ 
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of His Holy Spirit, shall, at a futut·e day, own. t.heir condem­
nation just, and charge them~elves with their own damnation 
for wilfully rejec.ting the offers ' of sovereign grace.-Matt: 
11:27; St. John G:il5, 65; Ps.1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer.22:29. 

10. We belieye that men, not considered simply as men, but 
ungodly men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considered 
su~h who tUI' II the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying 
the only Lord Gdd and our Lord Jesus Christ who bought them, 
and therefore, sha\1 bring upon Wfemselves swift destruction; 
but we o~se1·ve ~t tJlfY· ~nd such the Apostle saith because 
they rece1ve not the )ove of the truth, that they might IJe 
saved, therefore the indignation ancj wnth of God is upon 
C\'ery soul of man that doeth evfl, living and dying therein· 
for there is no respect. of persons with God-Jude 1 :4; n: 
Pete1· 2:1; 11. 1bess. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11. 

11. We believe that all childi-en dying in infancy, having 
not al'tuully tramgressed a_gainst the la'w of God, in their own 
persons, are only ~ubj~ct to the first death, which was brought 
on. the.'? by the fall of the first Adam, and not that any of them 
dy.mg m that state, shall suffer puniiliment in hell by the guilt 
of Adam's sin, for "o! such is the kingdom of God."-1. Cor. 
16:22; Mat~. 18:2-5; Mark 9:36, 37; Matt. 19:13. 

· 12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving 
faith, -and that in the. ut'e of the means of gt·ace, and not out 
of the use of those meam, eternal life is promised to men.­
Rev. 22:14, 15; Jsa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke 
13:34, 35. ' 

~-3. We bel~eve. that_ no man bas any warrant in the Holy 
Scnptu.res for JUStification before God through his own works 
power .or ability, which he has in and of himself, only as hel by 
gnce 1s m~e able. to come to God through Jesus Christ; Be­
lieving the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to all 
believers for their eternal acceptance with God.- Rom ·4 :24; 
Acts 8:20, 21. 

14. We believe that bJl things are foreseen in the wisdOm 
of God, so that God knoweth whatsoeve.r can or cannot come 
to pass upon all supposed conditions; yet not as having decreed 
any person to everlasting death or everlasting life, out of 
respect or mere choice farther than lie liath appointed the 
godly unto Hfe, and the ungodly, who die and sin unto death.­
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-31; Matt. 26:31-46. 

15. · We l:el ieve, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believ­
ers' baptism, laying on o! hands, receiving of the sacrament in 
b~ead . a~d wine, washing the saints_' feet, anointin~ the sick 
With 01! m the name «?{ th.e .Lord, !:~sting, prayer, sing"~ng praise 
to God, and the pubhc mm1stry of the Word, with every insti­
tution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.-Mark 
16:1;5-16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5-17; 
Jas. 5:14. . 1 16. • We beheve the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion 
and that the believers are the only subjects for baptism.~ 

..... 
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Matt. 3:16; M.m·k 1:9, 10; Acts 3:38, 39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. 
17. We believe in a ger.eral t·esurrection of the dend and 

a final judgment at the last day.-John 5:28, 29; II. Cor. 5:10. 
18. We belieYe the happiness of the righ.teous is eternal and 

the torments ot' the wicked are endless.-Matt. 25:46. 

CHURCH COVENANT_ 
Having given ourselves to God throug1l JCJOus Christ and 

adopted the forego:ng articles as our confession of faith, we 
row .v;i\'e ounelves to each other by the will of God, and agree 
to the followir:g church covenant: 

J. We solemnly .covennnt b~f01·e God that we will strive 
by His assieting grace to e:10emplify our profession by a cor­
J'e.spondil)g practice. We covenant and agree as members of 
the ~burch and as Christians to watch ovet· each other in lovl! 
for mutu2l upbuilding in Gos}Jr.l faith, endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peac~. to be careful of 
e;:ch other's reputation, to ronfe~s our faults one to another, 
to strengthen the feeble aPd ldndly ad.noni ~h the erring, and to 
l&bor together for the building up of the church and the denom­
inntlon, a11d the ealvation of sinners. 

2. We promise that we w'ill faithf-ully and constantly main­
tain secret and family p1·ayer, and religiously instruct those 
under our care. 

3. We co\·enant and 11gree to uEe our influence to sustain 
t~e rej!Uiar public wo-...·hip of God. contributing according to 
our al·ility a nd circumstanc<>s for the ~uppo1t of. the ministry 
ar.d other church exper.ses among us, that we w1ll b' b~nevo­
lent to the nce4F and eepe:ially to the poor o! our own~·ch. 

4. We also pt·omise that so far as we shall be able we will 
attend upon public worshin and the social meeting of the church, 
and report ourselves regularly at the monthly conference, and 
that we will walk in all the ordinances of the Lord's house. 

5. We covenant and a.v;ree that we will abstain from all 
vain amusements and sinful conformity to the world, that we 
will not traffic in. use, nor furnish to others intoxicating drinks 

• as a beverage, and that we v.ill sustain the benevolent enter­
priees of our church and denomination, such as missions, edu­
cation, Sabbath Schools, moral ~eforms, and all others which 
tend ttl the glory of God and the welfare of men, and may the 
God of peace sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto 
the comir.g of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may join the 
glorified around the throne of God, in ascribing blessing and 
honor anf. glory and power to IDm that sitteth on the throne 
ancl the Lamb forever. Amen. 

I 

'· 

.• 
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CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last 

regular conference in the associational yeli.r; or, if they prefer, 
it may choose a pa!tor for an indefinite length of time to con­
tinue from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer­
ence, the time must te appointed at· a monthly meeting of the 
church. · 

3. The pastor shall l:e moderator of the church, but when 
l'e is absent or does not sit as moderatpr, some suitable brother 
shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4.. There sh:~ll l:e _t;wo or more deacons in the church whose 
, duty it shaH be to superintend the collection and disbursement 

of the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., an\1. 
to distribute l.he bread and wine in the administration of th'e 
Lord's Supper. _ 

5. The deacons shaH take notice of such members as refuse 
or neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor .Jp 
ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid before the church 
in conference if necessal')' . 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and it 
shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing 
pertaining to the business of the church, and to preserve a file 
of the minutes of the association. 

7. When n new clerk is appointed, all the books, etc., be· 
longing to thl' clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by 
his predecessor. 

8. When it becomes necessary, n committee of not less than 
three male members well acquainted with business, shall b., 
appointed, whose duty it mall be to give advice to brethren who 
apply to them relative to cases of dealing, etc., with the church. 

9. · The church shall hold .a two days meeting monthly, em­
bracing I Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the -first of 
which shall be the regular time of conference. 

· 10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female, 
to attend each conference meeting if the~ can, for on that dny 
the pastor is expected to instruct the church in spiritual manner 
by ~Jiving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and 
the rule of holy livin~_r. 

11. An~· male member who shall fail to attend three sue­
re~;Sive conferenres, and any member whatever who may be 
generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord­
ing the CO-'enant (Art.icle 10), shall be cited to appear in con- · 
ference and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt 
members from this rule if necessary. 

12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: 
1. Prayt>r (unless divine servire has just been conducted and 

f 
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generally then). 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. S. Open 
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references or deferred busi­
ne£s. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church. 8. Miscellaneous bu!ine<s. 

18. Visiting brethren, as helps called in fl-om sister 
churches, shall h allowed to speak and make motions or 
EE:conds, bu t not allowed to \'ote. 

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does 
not hold this church in meml:ership, rna~· be re~eivcd into the 
church without a letter, when it is made apparent that his 
Christian character is unimpeachal:le, and that he has applied 
f or a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join 
this or some sister church. All other members must join by 
letter or baptism. 

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous 
consent of the members present, but unreasonable objection~ 
shall not l:e valid, and unless withdruwn the meml:er who makes 
them shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church. 

16. When the moderatot· calls for absentees, the clerk shall 
inform the church .that members ha,·e bel':! absent for t~ree 
successi\'e conferences, and the moderator ~hall appoint some 
brother or brethren to cite enc!l of them to the next con!eren~e. 

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has heen cited 
verl;ally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his resi­
dence l:e known to the churrh. 

l b. When a witne~s. not a mP.mheJ' ofsthe church, is intro­
duced, he shall not be examined till the question has been put 
to the church: " Will you hear the testimony of this witne~s?" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge­
ment shall be minuted in the church book. 

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who be- ' 
come disot·dei\y, or continue to hold their letters without a good 
reason, shall be cited to the conference to answer for their 
conduct. 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship ' on 
their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have sincerely repented of their former evil. 

22. A vote mall not be taken on any question without a 
move and a second, and in all important questions the vote shall 
be taken by rising on their feet. 

23. No other motion sh111l be considered while a previous 
motion and second is before the conference. 

24. It shall be considered disorderly for a member to absent 
himself from conference when nn important question is to be 
decided ; but a member upon his request, may be excused" by 
the church from voting on either side in peculia r cases. 

25. No member shall leave the house during conlerence 
without a sufficient cause nor engage in conversation or whis-
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pering without · l:eing subject to l:c called to order by the 
moderator. 

26. All discus~ions in confercmce must be conducted with 
culmnes!' :md good fee:ling; t hose 'vho speak must rise to their 
feet a1~d :;ddress the moderator, :md l;cep to the point in debate. 

27. No one sh:;ll £peak more than three times on the same 
motion without pHmistion from the moderator. r.or shall the 
remarks of any one l:e unn~:isonably .long. 

28. When the moderator speaks l1e mu~t nominate some 
brother in his stP.ad. 

29. No one shall te intenupt-ed while speaking unless it be 
necessary to call the speaker to order. -

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad­
ministration of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, 
and the <'»pemes are to be paid by ' the church. 

31. Memr.crs not in j!Ood standing shall not commune, but 
the acmit:isiraticm 'shall not be deferred on account of any 
ordinary ~atter. of dealing. • ,_ 

32. Feet washing shall he attended to as the churchl sees 
proper. 

33. Public fasting. humiliation and prayer shall - be ob-
servf.'d on proper occasions. 

34. This decorum may be amended or altered by ~ vote 
of two-tMrds of the membm·s pree:cnt at any two successive 
monthly n1e~tings. 

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT. 
lfaving l'een. ~s we trust, brought together to organize an 

association by divine j!Tace, to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to give ourselves wholly up to Him, we joyfully and solemnly 
co>enant each other to walk together in Him with all humility 
a nd brotherly love, to watch over each other for goQd, and stir 
up each other to love and good works, not forsaking the fre­
quent assembling of ourselves together with our neighbors to 
wprship God according to his revealed will, as occasion may 
require, to warn, rebuke and admonish each other according 
to the Gospel, that the growth of the whole body in Christ and 
holiness in knowledge may be thereby promoted, to the end that 
we may- stand complete in all the wi1l of God for the same pur­
pose, we will uphol!l the public wor.ship of God and the ordi­
nances of his houfe, and hold constant communion with each 
other therein. We will chl'erfully contribute of our property 
for the maintenance of n faithful ministry of the Gospel among 
us and for the extCJ•tion of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom 
universally. We will not omit family and closet religion at 
home, nor allow ourselves to indulge in the too common neg­
lect of the great and important duty of religiously training our 
children for the service of G.od and the enjoyment of heaven. 
We will al~o ~:ympathize with ear.h "other in seasons of temp- • 
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tation and afflictions and be r d d' . cee:~itif.'s of the sain~ W ,· ea Y ~o ISti•tbute to the ne-
t.ach other, for the ·churcll~~lllu e~p~ta::r pray fot· and with 
effusion of the Holy Spirit fot· thnlveisa Y •• for the promised 
ingathering of the elect and m . e pt·o~pertty of Zion and the 
::gain ft·om the dead OU.l' LoJ•d aj~.t~e gt:~·:'/ seace, who brought 
of the s!Jeep. through the blood- 5 11 

• 
1e gt:eat Shephe1·d 

mal,e us perfect in e\•e.t·y good wOI·kftot~~ f:'erl~itnte covenant, 
not only enjoy a l'ame and 1 • liS Wl , nat we may 
finaliy unite with hls I .· Pace lD the church on earth but 
in a~:ribing blessings~ ~~~~oours ~~r~ o:t the fi_rst.tom in he~v~n, 
to him who silteth on the th roue anldg th' mLaJesbtyf and dommton e am orevet·. 

AS~OCIA'I_'IONAL DECORUM. 
by ~he ~~~~:~:.;;~tonde~~a:t~s Alssociation shall be called to order 
a.n dt . in hts absence, seniori'tywof~· e~~:s:\1~~~beenr aobfsethntl.• cAlerk, 
c1a !On. • s sso-

: ha~ll:eE:;~n:ds~;d cf~':.~/~;\~rned sitting of this Association 
8 In th b . - pra) et·. : 

of tl~e Mode:a~:n~~~~e t~~ tl~~ ~optp·m~l't cleC1'1,
1
• it shall be the duty 

!i It h II b . a om a erk pro tem . 
· · s a e the duty of the pre<idil' ffi · . . 

to call for corresponding le.tte . d j' . g o tcer at th1s pomt 
l·e the duty of the ~1 ·k IS an 1a'e same read. It shall 
delegates. v el pro tem, to t·eacl U.e names of the 

5. Aftet· reading leUA1• tl CJ k roll ·d . . • ' 5 • 1e er shall proceed tQ call th 
m COite"t names and ma•·k absentees e 

6. It s~all be ihe dutv of the b d, t · h ' . 

~;r~:~~;!ti:;~d=~dtol~~i~:{·~o~~dot~rb~s~~i~t.~~~cho~h~l~ b!led~n: 
7. Each church· compo•i ng this . • ~· ti . 

}:::E~!~h o;l~~~~n~ ~:~t~1~1e~be~~ti:J~1~~ t ~~:~ l~~~~a:Cs~=~ 
one delegate. or lac •ona part thereof, 

suffi8~ief!~nte;h:~~st~:ut~h~ ~~~~~;,u~~et~ ffss d!~e!btes sh~ll be 
and ad)ou_rn from time to time. er rna~ meet 

1
.
0 

9. 
1 
T

1
h
1
1s Association rna~' determine the time its dailu 

s n s 1a commence an.d close. J ses-

pre!~~t '!t ~~haell tib.e the du~y tofd each member of this body to be 
· me appom e for the daily se · d 

oMned wishing to retire shall fi"rst obtain permis!~~~n /,."om athny 
o erator. e 
~1. _No member shall take final leave of th nf 

~~d~~g 1ts session without first obtaining permissi~n c~ro~e~~: 

fil·st2~iseE~:1J.e~e~:e~ ~~~~s~~~re~ t~:~o~~r~~~:erence 'shall 
13. No person ~;hall be allowed to speak more than ten min-

\ 

... 
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utcs at any one time, r.or more t han twice on any one subject 
witlwut leave of t~e bod~·. • . . it 

14 Ko person sha11 l!e disturl.;ed while speakin~r unless 
1 c re;~.:ssary .to ca ll hiin to o1·der. , . .

1
t 

Hi. r--;1, del' •:te ~hall l·e al!ow,;d on any &U.>Ject unless 
rirsl Le vrect'ded by a ma-.·e and a second. . 

16. The' ~eas and nays may l·e uken on any question 
teforc t he cor.fcrencc bs lhe reqttc~t o( cme-fifth of the ml!m· 
~C l'S pl'C!il:'llt. • . : . I 

17. A ll talkin~ and wh1 spenng dUl."ll~g tl1e. busmess of t 1e 
confen>nce shall be supprc~scd by the i\1oJerator. 

JS. The Asso~intion mn:: hol.d. corr~spo!'de!lce by ~essen: 
J!f!l' or otherwiEe with other rehg1ous 111 l!tttutions as 1t rna~ 

d1•em advi~ al ·le. d 1 
1!). There I•) -l:;ws of the Association shall be rca at cac 1 

yelll'l}r Aswdoticn nenr its commencement. . . 
20.' These b::-!aws m:~y he nltered .or amen.de~ hy a maJOrity 

of votes nt uny reg11lar Eli'Sl<ion ~f th1s A~:.-ocJat:o!'l. . . 
21. Thei'C shull h ! 1111 ~xecut1vc aomnultee of tlll'ee d1sc.reet 

brethren appointed annuclly b~· the modemtor or elected oy 
the body, who shall properly be the Association o~ rec~~.s, whose 
duties i't shall l:e to s\Jpe1·intend and say w!1at dispos1tio~ s~all 
t-c made of .'the fin imccs l.•t'longinl!.' propel'ly to the Assoc1atibn, 
nml the lrclfscr(.'l' dHlll l··c one of the n;:emher~. 

'Rrsr.cctfully sul.n•ittq}, ) our Committee. 

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION. -1. A church proper in it-; lowest sense :s :\ body of Chri~t­
ians united and congregated together for the purpose of wor· 
shipping God nnd promoting lhs ca~se, and whi<:h. the Gospel 
is regularly preached, the ordinanc1es duly admm~stered, nnd 
the principles of holiness encouraged and p•!lctJced. Ea~h 
church or body thus formed is separate anrl J!lde~en~ent m 
i~elf, possessing th~ right ~o direct its own affatrs .m ~~ own 
way, subject only m certam defficult cases to a~bttr~t1on by 
sister churches. Such. churches may, however, umted J? a~so­
ciational capacity for purposes of more thorougl! orgamzatton, 
efficient work and for the gener:al and mutua, good of . all, 
without flll"l'CI"tlc h::r !'1\\' of their individual rights. The~efore, 
the 'cl· nn h"" h:rc;n::ftc r mct' ttonC'd rt'solvc _thems~h:es mto. a 
1 ntl\' C"c!e··i;;!'t!c to h~ I nown ns UJ(' Gem't!la Umon ' AESOCI:\· 
UMi ur l 'ritcd f'rc·1: Wil! r:::pl!!<tl;. whi::h l!h~ll meet :v:nuall:: 
,·~ : ucl• t in:c :;ncl pl::l'e as may h :1gr~ed upon by the body at 
its ur. nunl mcetinj!s. 

2. The Association when a~;st>mbled, shall t:c co~1po~~d of 
all ministers of the A;so~iat.ion. hoth orda!ned and h centtaiP..s, 
and of delegates or me:;:sen11;ers cho~en h~· the sevc1·a.l '*urches 
from tirr.e to time for the purpose. 

::. T!· e tlc>lc:p:n1e!' shnll be cho~en annually in such .way as 
t! l' dtunh n·ay dc; t. and sl:n ll lear a lettt'r reportm~ the 
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state of the c:lall'ch, which report shall give the ~tatisties of 
the church. the 1mmber of delegates to lle t!eteJ·mincd by the 
numl:er of membersl)ip of •the chur~hes. lll'O\'idcd, however , that 
no churr h Le allowed less than two delcgntes. 

-1. Tl.e officers of the Association ~h;11l consi~t of a 1\'lod­
erntoJ·. Clerk and TreaWI'eJ·, lo be chosen annuall\' from the 
meml:ers present; Moderator ar.d clerk to l:e elected' by b:~llot. 

!). It ~hall be t he du ty of the moderator to presirle over the 
body during the ~ession at whid1 he is elected, cull the next 
su=ceeding se<sion to order and preside until a reorganization 
iF effe~ted byitl;e election nnd instnllat.ion of his successor. lt 
Fhull be· his uty to ltcep o1·der, e11force the rule of decorum, 
decide all que. tions, discipline, and in case of a tie, to cast the 
decidinl!" vote. 

6. rt shall he the duty of the Clerk to keep an accurate 
record of all the business transactions of the Association, 
superintend the printing of the minutes, and draw on the 
tTem;urer fo1· the fund~: to defray the t>xpenses of the ~arne. He 
shall held his offi~e until his suc~esso1· is olecctd and installt>d. 
ar.d shnll re:eive ~uch compensation for his services as the 
Association may deem proper to ullow. 

7. Thet·e shall be an e.xecuti\'e committee of disc1·ect brcth· 
ren appointed annually by the llfodcratot·, o1· e!e~tcd by t he 
l::od~'. wilo shall propel'ly IJe the Assodation in recess, ond whosl!' 
dutili's muy be . more fully defired from time to time by the 
Association. The TrensureJ· shall be one of the number. 

8. When the Asfodntio:i is :~sseml, led u majority of all the 
. members enrolled Ehall be required lo form a quon1m for the 
transaction of business. 

9. All debates shall be conducted in a Christian and b!'oth­
erly spirit; and all shall te' allowed the privile~e of speaking 
on any subject which is submitted to the consideration of the 
body. 

10. Every speaket shall ri se from his seat, address the 
Moderator, and keep to the question in debate and shall avoid 
all unpleasant reflections and personalities. 

11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than tell' 
minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice on the same 
question, except by permission from the l\loderato1· or the bod~·. 

12. All questions shall be submitted b:-· move and second, 
the first motion taking precedence in point of order. E.fcry 
motion seconded must be acted upon unless withdrawn by the 
mover. 

13. The business shall be taken up in order acl!ording to 
the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the 
regular rules for a time for purposes which shall appenr proper. 

14. The Moderator shall, at each session. invitt1 ronc~­
ponding delegates from other 16dges of om· owu order, and nl9u 
ministers from other denominations to setits. who, when thus 
seated, shall be entitled to the friendship of honorary members. 

Adopted at the organization. November, 1893. 
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 
1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or a church of Christ, 

is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed ac­
cordir:g to the-.J"Uies laid down in .the New Testament. 

2. TJ-.at thd!e I·ules require churches to preserve the form of 
!!O\'Crnmont a nd the ordiflnnces of the first Christian churches 
and to 1:1! compd\:ed 'Of bptizcd believers in Christ. 

3 . That the "~>isall e church as the a~gregate or whole-num­
t:er of Gospel ,churches, and that the invisible church i~ c:om­
posed of the red~erned now in heaven, and of such Chnshans 
on earth 'ns are not. attAched t.o the visible church, according 
to the Gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment of a central o1· catholic gov-· 
emment tl\·er the ' 'isible church, or any part thereof, is a devise 
of earthh· aml-ition repul!nant to the Word of God, subservient 
to the churches and danl!;crous to the li ber~y of men. 

5. The Gospel churches a1-e the only ecclesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has 
the unrestricted right t'o adminis~er its own ~overnme~t wi~hout 
supervision m· intel'ference, being under Chn st essentially, Inde­
pendent and absolute; and that if this right be sunendered to 
a superintending jUI·isdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
as~emb}lr cen£es to be a Gospel church. 

6. That churchcs m:1~· ne\'eJ1Jleless. we suppose, meet .bY 
delegates, form :m association and declare the terms UJ?On wh1ch 
they will ltecp up the I'OI'l'e~pondence; but that the 1,ghtsl!. and 
authoritv..of churches l;eing inalienable, or in no wise compro­
mised or hindered by entering into an :ISSOCiation, and therefore 
an association has no authority over churches or individuals, 
their only power being to transact business which does not 
pertain to chu1•ches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to pt1)mote 
mutual intercourse, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and 
to give that advice to churches which might v.-ith equal author­
ity be given by any individual. 

7. That the authority of the churl'hes is designed for the. 
perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel_. and for the 
preservation of a tru~ and orderly body of.Chr1sbans on cart~; 
that it is fully sufficient for the purpose mtended, but that It 
does ·not extend to persons, property or the consciences of men 
in anv mannt>r w:':l!< ·:er. 

It· That the onl~ requi~ites to churl'.h membership are faith 
in Christ a:-d otedicr<'e to the Gospel; _ that faith in Christ 
neces~atih· exist.-; in connc•tion with the belief in the funda­
mental truth~ of Christ i::mitv. and t.hnt to prescribe any other 
requjsite of such meml:ership is an a~sumption of authority on 
tl>c part of the church ond a departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a church nrc elders and deacons; 
that the· elders are also called bishops or pastors; and all the 
elders are equal in rank, though they may perfonn difl'e~ent 
runetionF-l<inrt> Fomp mnr bP the hi~hopR or pa.Rtors of part1cu-
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Jar churches, while others may be s imply elders, having no pas­
toral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel e>c"tends 
to teachir.g, exhortation and t'ebul:e, but no fur ther; that he 
cannot perform any acts that l:elong to the authority of the 
chu••ch-such as the J'eception of members into the dlu1·ch 
compact, or the expubion M offenders; that as a member of the 
church, he is no more than any other member, and if he is guilty 
of transgre!sion he is to be brought to trial l::efore hit; brethren 
;and con\'icted or acquitted in the same manner as if he was a 
private person; yet we think it prudent to call in advisory help, 
especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Ch•·istian baptism is the immersion of a believer 
in water, in the name of the Father, nnd of the Son and of th1: 
Holy Ghost. 

12. J.'nat the Lord's Supper and washing the saints' feet 
are ordinances to be observed in thP. church until the Lord 
comes. 

13. That elders and deacons must be ~et apart to their 
offi:e by ordination, or the imposition of the hands of the 
presb}ltery and praye1·, without which they are not authorized 
to administer the ordinances pertaining t.o their respective 
offices. 

DOCTRJN AL VIEWS 
l. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men. 

divinely jnspircd and is a treasure or hea,·enly instruction; that .~ 
it h ns God for its author, salvation for its end, the truth without 
any mixt1lre of error for its matter; that it re\·eals the princi-

·ples by which God w!U judge us, and therefore it shall remain 
with :::s to the end of time the true center of Christinn union 
and the supreme standard to which all human conduct and 
opinions eonform.-Rev. 18: 14; John 5:3!). 

That there is one tntc and living God, whose name ·is J eho­
vah, the maker and ruler of heaven nnll l'Orth, ine:qwcssible 
glorious in holiness. worthy of oil po~sil>lc hon<)J', confidr ='~:! :~ nd 
love, rel'ealed in the personal distin:tion of F:~thc1•, ~oa :::a<l 
Boly Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing 
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption/ 
- Ex. 6:3; P sa. 33:18. 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the. 
law of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which men are aow 
<:inners, not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterl.v 
devoid of holiness required by the law of God, wholly given to 
the watifieation of the world, of Satan and thei r own sillful 
passions, and therefore are under just condemnation to eternal 
ruin without defense or excuie.-Gen. 1:27, 2:7, 3:6, 19, 23. 
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4. That the t=nln1tion of siQnen; is wholly of grace, through 
the mediatorinl offi<:e uf the Son of God, wlio took upon himself 
our nature. ) et witltout sin, honored the law. by his _own per­
sonal o! rdienc.-(', afd made &tonement for £m by h1s death ; 
I cir g rir en fa•om tli't d<:ad, he is now enthroned in hea~en, a~d 
un:ting in hi;; "A'onderful person the tendet•est sympathaes wtth 
dh ire perfection in every '\\'3)'' qualified to be suitable, compas­
sionate and all sufficient Savior.-Epu. 2:5, 5:8, Rom. 7:11. 

5. That the Gospel Lle~~ir.gs which Christ in his fullness 
bestows on sucli as bcJie,•e in him, is justification. That this 

• ju~lillealion consiEls in the pardon of ~in and promise of eternal 
life, upon principles of righteousness; tbat it is bestowed_ not in 
consideration of an~ thing we do, but t'ol~ly through h1s own 
' t i~thleoum~:ss ami atonement, and that it brings us into a state 
of most l:lesH d N u ~e nnd favor with God.-Rom. 8:30, E~ek. 
18:28; .John 3:14 , 16. Rom. 8:11. 

(i. That the Llcssir.gs of salv;;tion are made free to all by 
the Gospel; thai. it is the immediate duty of all to receive them 
l:y a ro1 dial nr.d ol:edicnt. faith and that nothin~ prevents the 
saJv:.~tion of the gJ•eotest s1nner upon earth, tut Ius own volun­
taJ·v J·ef(hal to ~ubmit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal 
wili subject hint to an aggravated condemnation.-Mark 16:16. 
.John 17:20; l sn. 20. • 

'i. That in order Lo be saved we must be regenerated, or 
obedienc-e tu the Gospel; and that its evidence is found in the 
holy ft•uits which we bring forth to God.---John 3:3-8, Matt; 

""' 3:8-10. l . 
8. That elecJ,ion is the g1·acious purpose of God, according 

to which he regenerates, sanctities and saves sinners, it being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, that it com­
pt-ehends all n:eans with the end; that it is a glorious displllf 
of God's goodness, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; 
born again; that regeneration consists of giving a holy dispo­
sition to the mind and is affected in a manner above our com­
prehension by the power of the Holy Spirit, producing voluntary 
that it utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, 
praise, trust in God and active imitation of his free mercy, 
that it encourages the u~e of means in the highest degree; th!'t 
it is the founc!r ti.,n of Christian a~surance, and that to ascertam 
it with tef!ard to oUt'l>< lves, demands and det'erves our utmost 
diligen~~t. 

fl. That the prc:crving attachments of true believers to 
Christ is t he 11rand mark wh:ch distinguishes them from super­
fici:.~l po>seesoJ·:::; that a spedal Providence watches over their 
welfa:·<!, and that l11ey are heJlt by the power of God through 
faith unto solvt~tion.-Epn. 1 :1-2. 

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule 
of Jlis Govel'flment; that it is holy, just and good; that the 
inability which the Szt·iptuJ•es asc r ibe to fa1len man to fulfill ita 
prerept~. nri~r>H entir ely f•·om his li)Y<' of "sin ; to delivcr"him 
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througit a mediator to unfeigr.ed obedience to the holy l:tw, is 
one d!!sign of the Gospel ard of the me:tns of 1;.·ace IOJme=ted 
with the eEtablishment of the visible c:hurch.- Mntt. 5 .13, Luke 
10:13-20, 14:17. 

11. That the first da~· of the week is the Lo1•d's day, or 
Christian Sabbath; that it should l e kept Ettc1·ed to rel igious 
purposes by abstaining n•ont aU secular lal:or and recreation; 
by the direct ohervance of a ll means of grace, t;oth public and 
,;rivate, and prepar:llion for. that t•e•t whi~h remains for the 
rhildnn of God.-Ex. 19:8, Heb . .J :9, Th!'ss. 1:7, P sa. 16:9 . 

12. That civil government is of divine appointment fot· the 
interest and good order of human society, that mngistrates ure 
lo be pra~·ed for con!cientiously, honored and obeyed in :~11 
thinj!'s not contrary to the wilt of out· Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the Lord of the conscience and Prince of Lhe kings on earth.­
Ex. 23:7, Acts 23:i>, Tim. 5:17. 

13. That there is a radical nnd cs~cntia l ditr•·t·ence between 
the righteous and tl:l! wicked; that such on I v n'i nJ·e justified hy 
fuith in the rame of the Lord Jesus, and n:mct ificd by t he: 
Spil·it of God are tr uly 1 iyhteous in his e~lee! n, wililc Fuch as 
cont;nue in impl!nitl!nce and in unbelief, are in his sight wlckl'd 
ar.d under this curse, and this distinction holds ~ood among men 
both in and after death.- :'llatt. 25:46; Mark 16:16. 

14. That the end of this world is approachin~, when Christ 
will des~cnd from hea,·en and t·aise the dend f1·om their graves 
to fin al retri!-utiQJt ; that a ~olemn ~eparation will then t:1ke 

~ place, the righteous teing adj~dp:ed to O\'ct·la.sti!'g happine~~. 
ond the wicl·ed to endle£s pumshment, and th1s JUdgment w1ll 
fix forcve1· the final state of man in heaven or hell, :>n principles 
of •·ighteousness.---John 5:25, i\la tt. 25:34: .Jl :.J6. 

DEACON'S DUTY. 
BY J. H. JENKI NS. 

1. !"rom a Bible standpoint . 
2. From the Baptist usage standpoint . 
The first apostolic church in Jerusalem in A. D. 32, the fir~t 

year of its existence as wch, found it necessary to ordatn 
deac:>l"S. The twel>e pastors did not find it convenient to 
:~ttend to all that was re-quired of them, and so neglected some 
of the w!dows who prolably needed both spiritual and financial 
asFistnnce. To meet tl1is need, and in o;·dcr that tl1e pastors 
might give themselves· continually in prn~er and to the min- I 
istr y of the Word, seven men of honeEt repute, full of the Holy 
Ghost and of wisdom, were selected from their number and 
ordained deacons or helpers. It is the duty of the bishops or 
elders to rule in the house of God, t() feed the flock of God, as 
I he Greek WOl k tl'anslnted "bishop" 01' "elder" means overseer. 
It is the duty to act as general overseer and superintendent of 
the ch urch, and direct its agencies for the upbuilding of tho 
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d 1urch ar.d the c~se of Christ. The word translated, deacon 
means_ helper or ass.irtant ovej·seer. The deacon is the deputy 
or ass1stant of tbe Pv.stor• ci1· elder. Lil:e an elde1·, he must be 
a man of upriJ?ht Chri!"tian characle1·, whose habits and pas­
~;ior.s rn\lst I c t•in·urMeril·ed within duo l;ounds, and especially 

• rhould h~ 1ule \'·elf in his-own household. The New Testament 
~iv~s l~}m authot·i t~· to read and exvound the Scriptur~s and 
to l a ptl::c. • • 

:As to Baptitt us:,~ge£. When ou1· deac;ons are ordained we 
usually give them in charge of ccrt:lin dutic~. the following 
generally being enm~:erated: They are to obtain and prepare 
tat t he church's e?'pcn~e) the emblems of the Lord's Supper, 
r nd the nacesrary ~en•ice for its adminislTation. They are to 
assi~t the eldurs in distJ·ibuting this sacrament among the 
peop_le. They ure chnrged to look after the pastor of their 
chUJ·ch, ma! ir g due inqu!ry into his- financial needs; and thus 
to make· efforts to h!.l,·c his want-s supplied. They are charged 
to look after tl:e poor of the <:hu1·ch, and if there be any cases 
demar.ding charit·y, to bring them tp the attention of the 
t•hurch. ·, 

They aTe especially charged to visit those of the churc:h 
who~1 t·h"Y know to be ' distt:essed either in mind of body, and 

~' to j!lve them words of encouragement, comfort or consolation' . 
e1:<!nlvoring t~ hir.g •relief to theil· oppressed or suffering ci~ 
cumstan~<'s. T!;cy a1·c ch:~rg-cd ns pnstoJ•ial assistants in the 
0\'ersight of the chu1·cb, lo tal·:e due note of those members who 
absent them~elves from the regu!ar service and of those w_!!9. 
do not commune witl1 the church, to ascertain the cause of 
same, and exercise proper diligence, when possible to remove 
said cat:~e. They are of course charged to visit members who 
are guilty of conduct unbecoming a Ch1istian as implied above, 
but this duty is not confined to the deacons. 

It is the duty of every member of the church, male and 
female, t_o take a Gospel interest in every other member as 
much as possible, to assist them in worldng out their salvation 
creditably to themt>elves, honorably to the church, and devot­
edly to God. 

DUTY OF PAS TORS TO CHURCHES. 
1. The kind nnrl thl! e.>:tent of the different gifts which God 

b-:rtows upcn U:e dif:'e;·rnt ,Cl1ristians a1•c according to His 
wtst>, etcvnrl f\!ITMc :!I'Cl des1gJ1ed t o promote the holiness and 
k m:iness of Iiis ldngdom. 

2. All these gifts, therefore, ~hould l::e so employed as is 
1-e~t ndaptcd to accomplish thi!l end. t 

3. The pastors should quietly and meekly exhort their fol­
lowers, ar.d tea~h. th_em to ollterve the t~uth without the hope 
of reward, not m)unng the cause of Chr1st, but edifying those 
that follow him, and the followers permitted to gather spiritual 
things o! the pastors.-Jer. 3:15; 10:21; 1'7 :16; 22:23; 23:1; 

,. 

, 
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Eph. 4:11, 12. The duty of the shepherd to watch the flcx:k.­
Gen. 30:40; E:c.ek. 34:5, 6. To find pastorage.-L Kings 18:5, 
6; Sol. 1: 7', 8; 7:i; 2:3. Ueed as a figlire.-Ezek. 34:2, 3, 8, 
9, 10. To care for the )•ollng and disabled.-Gen. 81:38; 33:13, 
14: Ezek. 34 :q, 5. To te respomible for losses.-Gen. 31:39. 
To beat off wilu animals.-Amos S:12; I. Sam. 17:34-36. Duty 
;,f ministers to vreach the doctrine.-!. Sam. 12:7; I. Cor. 1:23; 
?.:2; 3:9, 10; Jl. Cor. 4:5; 5:11; II. Tim. '2:4. To shun error.­
Matt. 15:13, 14; Acts 20:29; I. Tim. 1:6, 7; 6:3-5; II. Tim. 
2: 15-18. To reprove with kindness, yet with neces~ary. harsh­
ileSS. Ministers must set a good e>..-ampte to mamtam good 
orqer.-L Cor. 14:26, 27, 28, 34, 35, 40. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 
Preliminaries. When several believers wish to lie organized 

into a church, they request a CO\!ncil from some sister church. 
This council o1· committee (commonly called an arm) examines 
into the Christian character, dcx:trirle and fellowship of the 
applicants, and their ::bilit)' to sustain a church. If the exan•i· 
nation is satisfactory, the organization proceeds as. follows: 

The Bible ~~ preEented as the only rule of faith and prac­
tice. A church covenant is read anrl adopted. A prayer of 
consec1·ation is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. The 
t'hurch then p1·oceeds to elect its officers, which are a clerk, ~ 
treasurer, a pastor, and a board of directors, who constitute, .• 
with the pastor, a committee to promote order, activity, attend­
ance, and the means of g-race, benevolence, and sufficient. dis-

. cipline in the church. Deacons should possess sound p1ety, 
good buriness capadty and large benevolence. They hold office 
at the pleasure of the church. tfhey assist in baptism and the 
Lord's Supper. have care of the poor, and conduct religiou1 
mectngs in the absence of the pastor. 

I 
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