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. OFTHE 

Twenty-Fifth ·Annual Session 

OF THE 

GEOR.GIA tJNION 
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.... -
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OFFICERS: -- . 
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C. H. fiOBBS, TreaMrer, Cordele, Ga. 
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P ROCEEDINGS OF THE GEORGIA UNION ASSOCIATiON. 

The twent~·-fifth Annual Session of the Georgia Unwn 
1:nited Freewill Baptists Association convened with Little 
Bethel Church, Blakely County, Georgia. on Thursday rught 
before the Second Sunday in October, 1919. 

The Introductory Se:1non was preached by Rev. E. W. 
Wright, from the Eight Chapter of Corinthians; closed by 
Rev. N. G. Powell. 

Adjou•·ned until 2:30 o'clock for refreshments. 

, AFT ERNOOX SESSIO.X. 
Re:t!'~cmbled at 2:30 o'clock, singing hymn Number 44. 

in Hcral<l Songs and rc;\ding a part of the 62nd Chapter of 
I~niah c:nd 11raye r by the ~lode :·ator, W H Ho1nlcs~ The Clerkt ... 
W T Rustin, being present the Mode1-ator called for Corn!-

. spending Letters. Fifteen Churches responded to the th~ call, 
ReYs. A J Pnrker, and N H Parri~h were appointed to reo.:: 
t''e lcttc ~. d !ich dt!t y they r~riop~1ed and the names of the 
Cln:t·ches and Delegatei' enrolled ,-. et·e as follows: 

New Ebemezer-J B L:mgford, A G Cook, J W. Nobl~s, 
W 0 Langford. 

Bay Sprin~s-J V ·Lan:b, J '-N Horne, G N Williams. W C 
Coleman, R L Home. 

Alamo- D Il Coleman, Agnes!< Coleman. 
Bethlehcm-J B Bryant. 1 
Christian Hili-J R Lacey, T 13 Rhodes, John, Ogibbee, r. 

W Rhodes, Bart!P.tt Barker. 
Plea~<ant Hiii-R 1\f Jl'lcGiamory. W W Hobbs, A L Davirl-

son, l\'l N Lupor, L B Shira, E C Davidson. ~ 
Freewill Unioh-B F Sc~n·borough, T W Holder, G W 

Antioch-J H Owen, C J Ha ·,·ey. 
1\fe,·ers . 

· Mt. Al:,l·a,·:Jt-W L- T'encock J W Peacock, J H Smith, R 
l\I. Kirkley, B S Sheffield J M Wright. 

Lo...-es Chnpei- By ,Let!eJ~. 
l.:nion Chapel-E l\1 Powell , W F Fanrer. 
Double 3rnnch- A J Dun:1way, R H 1\f:-.shbum, W G Dun­

away, Ed Urin~:ley. 
Little Bethcl-R J Smith, Willie Hobbs, Henry Startinz, 

Jeff Smith, W 0 Knigh ton. 
Center Grove-W W Potter. 
Mt. Zion- Ol'sie Nix~on. W H Powell, J M Sandford, W F. 

Yeoman. 



!! <;l'<ll'gia L' nu111 '\nitNI 1-'rf'r.·Will llapti~t . .\ s~•)Ciution 

Uy motion the letters be .r e:cciYcd :mt.l the cleleg:lles seatc·l 
On nwtion to ele<t :It ode: a tor an1! Clerk, b'' b:lllot. 

Rev:-. A ,J P;~rk<'t·, ?\ H Pari><h were appoint<'d to' countvotes af 
te1· which they announced that Rr\'. W li Holmes was elected 
~Moder:1tor. W T 1~u ~lin ,Clf't'lt, C 11 Hcl>bs, Treasure r. 

On motion to dispense with the regular orde1· of busine~s 
and appoint a committee on Devotion. 

Committee on Dcvotion-W 0 lUlighton, Rufus Smith, 
from the Church, J W Peacock, C J Harve'y, A L Davidson, 
i :·om the body. 

Next called for petitionary letters. Received none. 
Called fol· CO!Tespond:mce me~l'Cill!ers f•·om sister 35l'Ocb-

tioti:>. !'!ecc:>in•d HeY!'. L S Yale~. f •Cin; the )!artin, and A .T 
l'at·kcr .. J J Jonf';;. ftom tllf' Ch:\t\:~ h.::crhcc, C C Butl<':. 

from South Georgia, all reponing their A~!<ociations on thn 
upw'llnl tr-end in spiritual progre:;s. By moticn they be exie1'l· 
de dthc t·ight hand of fellows hip, and they be seated in the 
body, • 

By motion to heat· the paRsed repo\ of the Committee 
on Devotion. 

On motion to adjoum until 8:30 Oclock Saturday A. /If. 
..) Pmyer by ~ev. L S Yatel'. 

SAT\' fWA Y i\IOlL'\ 1:-\G SE~SIO:-\ . 

)i<'t :1e1' :idjot:J'nn:ent . Sung Ther e i:; a F,1unta!n. Galled tfl 
Ol'tl<·•· hy th:? l\'locler~r to t· . .Praye r IJy Eldct· N G Pow<'li. -

On motion tha Mo(le.atot· O.J)IJointc\1 t he ,.:lriou:> Commit ­
tees ,.-hich at·e as follows: 

On Finance-N H Parrish, B F Home, J B Langford, 1·: 
C Oavidson, J R Smith. 

Home !.lis::iom:-1\ C Po\':C'll. W W Potter. 
. S::bbath Schools-J W Nohl l's, J N Williams, J H Owen, 

J W Home, W T Parmer, W H Ycop;an. 
Re:<oll.ltions-A J Dunaway, E D Land. W 0 Langford, W 

H Pow<'ll, .J H Starting. 
St.at:e of Clll;rchcs and Character of 1\·lini~ters- A G Conk 

I{ )l ~.)('Glamor)', R A 2\~asllbm11, E Jlj Powell, W L P eacock 
J n Br~·ant, J RUICC)'. 

'l'emperl!nce-R G B Home, !11 N Lu'por, W C Coleman, 
Bmtlett narker, J l\l Wright, R L Horne. 

ObituaHes-E W Wright, L 13 Sh.ira, D S Shephard R M 
Kirkley, ,l V Lamb. ' 

Voted _to dispense wit~ the regular ordet· of business, and 
take up miscellaneous bus1ness. ' 

By motion that the minute stand as it is. 
By motion to ell'ct f'rrsiclcon t nf tltr 1-!•1mll 1\li~sion Ho;:•··: 

Fh!N :\ H Pari:<h "a;; !'kctcd to that office. 
Rr 1110lion we ba"" six huncl ed copie,.; of out· mfnul l-" 

printed. 
By motion to appoint COI'I'C»'J)Omlance;< to sister a~socia ­

tions. 
Elder Neal R Parrish, W T Ru~lin, to.- the Little Riv• : 

Association. 
Elder W H Holmes, W C Coleman, N~ H Parrish to 

'llc C'hattal1oochee A;;sociation. 
J . v. Lamb, .T R Smith, Rev E VI' W1igllt to the Ma1t;n 

AssociatiOn. 

_/ 

' 

Ct•vt gil! l 'nion l ' uil<!d Free-\\ ill Baptist A,;sociation 

To the Midway Association by sending Ninute5. 
To t he New Salem, of Florida, Rev. Ne.al H. Parrish, W T 

Rustin, J H Starting. • 
Rev. W. H Holmes, to the South Georgia Association. 

To the Ogeechee Association, Rev Neal H. Parrish. 
By motion of the body that the Executive Committee vis­

it Bell View Church and request them to discontinue the name 
of the Freewill Baptist as long as they practice the so-called 
Unknown Tongue without an interprete:- in the Church. 

By motion we, the Georgia Union Association, do not hold 
f ellowship wfth .the Liberty Association, is that they have. •le­
parted from t he f aith and practice of the Freewill Baptists of 
Georgia. in tJ1at they bold to and practice Roll~> Rollerism, 
and advocate the so-<:alled unl..-nown Tongue in their churcht's. 

By motion Rev. N H Parrish read the Associational De· 
co rum. 

Motion to adjourn until 2 :30 o'clock p . m. 

A FTERNOON SESSION. 
Met pe1· -adjournment singing h,·mn Number 250 in H is 

Praises. P 1':Jy e1· by Bro. W 0 Langford. Voted that the ne-ct 
se.c:sion of this body be held with Pleasant Hill Chut·ch 'n 
Dooly County, Georgia, commencing on Thursday night be­
fore the Second Sunday in October, 1920. 

The introductory sermon will be preached at 11 o'clock by 
Rev. N G Powell; Rev. N H Pa:Tish alternate. . 

Delegates and messengers will be met at Cordele, Georgia 
on Thursday. 

By motion th eModemtor ·appointed the Executive Com­
mittee which was as follows: 

A G Cook, A J Dunaway, J R Lacey, C H Hobbs~W-L 
Peacock. __ -------- --------· - ---- .. _ 

By motion we give 0111' ('l ror¥ ~1 O.CO fo l' hi,; senrices. 
B~· 111otion we J!ive Rrv. N H Parish, l1.8.30 out (If th•• 

Home M.ission funds to help pay his expen:<es in Yisiting the 
Y:l.rions cht•"cheR In 1hc Association. 

lly motion the Moderator appointed Rev N H Punish ~o 
"isit St. Paul Church in Lee County, Geot·gia, to investigat e 
the conditions of the church and report at the next session 
of the association. _______ "" __ _ 

By motion we p ay corresp onding messenge-:-s expenses. 
By motion to hear l'eport of the committees. 

Report of Sabbath School Committee. 
We, your Committee, beg to make this our report~ We 

find uron inve!'tigation only th1•ee Sunday Schools, we ask 
1hut rarh cl•t•t•rh st··i,·e to han• a Sabbath Srhool and recom­
mend that they use the Freewill Baptist Litera::ure. 

J . W. NOBLES, Chairman. 

Report of Temperance Committ ee. 
We. your committee, beg to make the foll~~\"ing report: 

We find sol"le of the mrTl"bers more intemne~ate than a year 
a;o a nd ask that the cht•rche~ rray earnestl~· that each mem­
ber become more Temperate in t.he futt•re than in t)le past. 

, R. r.. B. HORNE, Chairman. 
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Report on State of Churches and Ministers. 
We, you:- committee, beg lea\•e to make the following re­

port: We find all the churches in good standing except Bay 
Spl"ings, which we find out of order, ~nd recommend that the 
Executive Committee JJ!eet ·with the church, at their ne>.:t reg­
ular meeting and try to settle the case of Bay Springs church 
and J M Dunn, as party of first part and B F Horne, R L 
Horne and C J Horne as party of the Second part, and re­
port to Clerk of th~sociation so be _can insert report in 
the minutes . ) 

We find all of our ministers in good standing except El­
ders P C Canada and B W Martin, we find them out of order, 
:.nd recommend that theiu~hurches look after them, we al.;o 
find .Cid('l' 1· F Home, ou't. of o: der. Respectfully submitted. 

• · A. ,;. ' i'lOA,, :":r·a •-man. 

Report of the Executive Committ~ ·~ovember 1, 1919. 
We, the Executive Committee of the Georgia Union As· 

sociation have visited Bay Springs Church and investigated 
the case of Bay Springs Church and Elder J M Dunn as p art_.­
of the fi'rst part and B F Home, R L Home, and C J Home, 
as party of the Second part and have pe~·fected a settlement 
in the church and litigation pending in the courts th<> 
,;:oi,l ,j 'i (')., 'In lllti'Cl' tll takP ti>~ Sallu• f.• •IY l! :e ClllL'I S :tiiJ 

b1:- ~t.tornc;Y". 
A. G. COOK . . 
,J. R. LACEY 
A. J. Dt:NAWA·Y, 
R, M. McGLAJ\lORY 

Comm!t~t'<'. 

R~port of Re11olution Committee. 
We, your co~ttee beg leave to make our report: W!! 

find our selves as a denomination in need of an Orphans ' 
Rome for the F ; eevtill Baptists to be located somewhere in_.. 
C.eorgia, we ask the co-ope. ation of all t he asscciaticns in Geor 
gia and pmy that all will take hold and help perfect one. 

o\. J . Dt."NAWAY, Chairman. 

Report of the Finance Committee 
We, your committee, have received from the variou;. 

churches $93.00, find that the Association indebted to the 
Clerk for minutes of last year $1.50 after payment of 
same l~aves a balance of $91.50; paid to correspondences 
their eXl'enses. 

Elde ,. A .J PuTI·er, $'i.l'll; J .J Jf'nc,;, S?.OO; MrlnvaJq, $7.!\ll 
L S Yates. >11.60; C C Butler, S8.75: W T Rul>tin,\lerk, $l O.On 
Tot<l l A.monr.t Paid Out. $51.35. 

We 'futtht:T find all reports from ou1· Treas urer co: rect. 
and beg td recommend him asa n efficient TE'nsure :. 

ELDER NEAL H. PARISH, Cbai.nnan. 

Report of Home Mission Comtnittee. 
We find in the Treasury from last session $43.19. receiv­

ed this session, $12.10, Total Amount $55.29. Paid out to N H 
Parish, $8.30. Balance in Treuury. $46.99. 

, 

(; l '•J: gi:.t L' r. ion nituJ Free-Will Baptist Association 

We ask that e::ch chu!"ch take up a collection each quar­
ter and semi it to t h e: next session of the As:;ocltation. We f eel 
as though we at•e not doing what we should on that line and 
we pray that each men~ber will become more interested in the 
cause of Home Missions. 

ELDER N. G. POWELL, Chairman. 

OBITUARIES 

Bro. Joe Simmons, was born in 1847 and departed this 
life on Feb. 25th, 1919 and was a devout Christian and was a 
member of Ch istian Bill Chu1·ch fo"r about 25 years was 3 

deacon at that cliu1·ch for many years. H e was greatly loved 
by all the members of his clJUrch and a ll who knew him. 

We truly hop e o~,;r loss is his eternal gain. 
Rest on loved one until we meet agaln whe1·e bright flow­

ers ue blcoming gay and lost one~ haYe gone before. 
We will greet him on the golden Shore, in that fair land 

beyond the sea there uni ted we hope t o be around the thron~ 
of gold. 

We ";11 sii1g Hosnnn~ to His Holy name. 
TIARTLETT BARKER, Church Clerk. 

Si!>ter R G B Horne of Bay Springs chu:·ch, departed 
thi~ life on January 25th, 1919. She was a faithful member, 
and wa!; loved bv all who knew her. 

Sleep on Dear Sisteruntil we greet you on the Golden 
Shore. where sad pa::ting comes no more. 

N. G. POWELL, Pastor . 

God in h'is Ahdse \\;sdom has visited Antioch chu1·ch and 
t:-J;cn !"ister E. Carnes from us. She departed t his life on Oc­
cnher JRth. 1918. She 1,-,.<'!: o ,,..,,.th,-nl·"n lwshnnd nn<l ><ev-
,. ... , "hil•h <'n to n>OUJ'll tl•"i · 1"!'!" She !'Ufi<'' 'C'<I Yery murh. h11t 
·:::::: ~·bcd icnl to th e wm c.f Gocl so ' ' c feel our lofis is he1· .• 
eteJ'llal gain. 

ELDER D. F. HORNE, Pastor. 

God in his Alwise wisdon1 has visited Lo>cs Chapel cbut·ch 
:>nd taken sister Mattie Bridges from our midst. She was born 
J am•:JrY 30, 1889, and riepa1ted this life J anuary 24. 1919. 

She lcaYcs her husbnnd and eight children and her old 
blind mother and other rela tives and friends, also he:- churd1 
to Tl"Oil1'll her dl'ath. But om· loss is her etemal gain. 

Written hr lJer lovinl!' COil!'in :mrl sister in the church. 
M.A. H. 

R·· n-ot'~ np t·hi~ bod\· 1'PComn•entll"cl F.ldt>l' Neal H. Par~t­
t.o tht> State Com·ention for an Evangelist for the State of 
G<!Or<"ia. 

The next ses;;ion of tt-e rninn rneetin" \dll com·en(! with 
n (luhl" nl'->nch chnrC'h. Cl"1"' 1"' 1'n<'in l! on Fr;d3v night b efore 
the ffth ~··nrl:-~· in M:-•· , fl?() _ Tl·" in'Tod• · c~ory serm<'n to 
h" P''"l'l"h"d h\· F.lilP1' N (: r ... .,.,.ll. R w P•---·Pll . nltCTT' IIte. 

Dele_!"atC's '"ill be n'<"t nt Pinehu:st and Hawlrinsville, Ga. 
W . H . HOLMES, Mn<IE' rato•·. J. W,NOBLES,Clerk. 

I 
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Chur ches. C:lerks and Postoflices. 

Antioch- J H Ow~ ----------- --- ------- Pitts, Ga. 
Alamo-H C Colemal\ - - . -'_.,:_ ____ __ ---- AJamo, Ga. 
Bay Springs-J W Horne _______ _ _ _Eastman, Ga. 

Bethlehem-A E. Holt ----------- - - ------- Cordele, Ga. 
• Christian Hill-; Bartlett Barker ---------- Cordele, Ga. 

Center Grove-R L Carroll Seville, Ga., 
Double Branch-D A Dunaway -------- --Unadilla, Ga. 
Mt. Arrarat-J H Peacock.._________________ Milan, Ga. 
Little Bethel-W 0 Knighton, - -------- ____ Dudley, Ga. 
New Ebe:·nezer-W 0 Langford _________ cochran, Gn. 

Fl'eeewi11 Uruon- G S Mye::.·s - - - - ------ - Finlayson, Ga. 
LOves. Chapel-W T Yawn, ----------- - -- Vienna, Ga. 
Mt. Zion-W H Grny ------- ---- -- - Sigm·d, Ga. 
Pleasant -Riii- W 1.' Rustin, ------------ - Vie.nna, Ga. 

MINISTEitlAL ROLL. 

l 1nion Chapei- J R Rycock, ---------~-- Sylvester, Ga. 
_E C Horne ----------- ------------- _ Columbus G:\. • 

B F Horne, - - -------- __________ Planfield, Ga. .1 

W S King __ .; ____ ----- - --- - ---- Rochelle, Ga. 
B W Martin, ----- ----- ----------- - Pitts, Ga. 
W C Jones _ ___ ------- - 1018 Elm St., Macon, Ga. 
A L Draffin, - ------------- - - ------ Milan, G:4 
B W Peacock, ----- ----------- - --- Ashbu n, Ga. 
H V J Etheridge __ __ _________ ______ Hawkinsville, Ga. 

Neal H. Parrish ---- --- --------- Hahira, Ga. 
E W Wright --- - - -- ------------- Cordele, G::t. 
N G PowelL_ - - - - --- - ------- - ---Easttl'an, Ga. 
W H Holmes ---- - - - --------------- Unadilla, Ga. 
.J M Dunn ------- - ---------------------- Eastman, Ga. 
P C Canada ----- - ------------- - - - - - ---- - - --- Cobb, G11. 
W C Coleman ------ - --------- - - -- - ----- - -- Alamo, Ga. 

LICENTIATES. 

R G B ·Home --------- -Plainfield, Ga. 
E D Land ----------------- Pineview, Ga. 
C Lowery --------------------·----- __ AJamo, Ga. 
G H Cordle, --- - --- --- --------------- - - - Unadilla, Gn. 
!'\ T Chti:;t ian ---------------- - - - -·../· - - - - \'i('nnn, Ga. 
" ' 1' Yawn. ---------- - -- ---------------- - - - __ Vienna, G . 
C J PittR, ---------- --- ---------- H- .8 Eastman Ga. 

Oy motion the thanks of this body be tende·:ed to the 
church and community for their hospitable entertairunent.. nt 
this body during this session. z 

Rev. W. H. HOLMES, Moderator, Pinehurst, Ga. 
W. T. RUSTIN, Clerk, Vienna, Ga. 
C. R. HOBDS, Treasut·er, C~dr.le, Ga. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
t. We l•t>lieve that there is but one living, true and eternal 

God, th~ Father: of who~ are all things from eyerlasting to 
~:verlaFttnS!'. glonous and Immutable in all His attributes,.,-L 
Cor. 8:6: Ira. 40:28. 

2. We l:elieve. that. there is one Lord Jesus Christ bv 
who~ a_re all thil"IZP, the nnl •• 1-egotten son of God, bo~ o-f 
t.l-e "lr~n M?T"- w'lonm Gnrl ''"l!<?}v FP"t into this world. heeause 
.of tbe great l~ve wherewith He loved the world: and Christ a.o; 
freely gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death for every 
man; w_ho was buried and ro~e a~rain the third day, and as­
r~nde~ mto heaven, from whence we look for Him the second. 
t •rne tn the cloud~ of hPaven at the last dav to judl!'e both 
quick .al"d dead.-J. Tim. 2:5: 6; Heb. 2:9; St. 'John 3:16· Rev. 
1:7: A~ts 24 :15; I. John 2:2. ' 

. 3. We betiPve that t rerP. is one Holy Ghost. the precious 
!!'1 ~t ,.,f the Father tl'>roul!'~ His dear S<~n, unto the worid, who 
outcJ.-eneth and draweth Fmners home to God . ...:..st. John 16:7, 
8: Acts 2:4; F.ph. 3:1; Eph. 4:4-6. 

4. ~e r~Jieve in the l-e,rinl"inJ! r.nd macle man upriiZht. ancl 
nl!'c"d 1-1''1 tn " ~tat.e of rr!orY without t t..p lPRf't mixture of 
n'H'PI''' • from which he ,·olunt;rrilv hv tra"~~rres~>ion. fell, and 
1•·· that n'l'll!)!' J· r ouuht ron to 1-tirnsPlf a miserable and mortal 
l't nt<> s••He· t to dePth.-Get1. 2:17; 3:19. 
. 5. We l-elieve thpt. G,.,d is not '>illinj!' that anv should per­
Jl'h : 1-ut that all shpu_ld ~ome to r epentanre anq the knowledJZe 
of t r uth, that thev m1~rht be saved; for which end Christ hath . 
commarded the gospel to be nrel'lched among all nations ana to' 
'"'"r~ I'''PJ!ture.-l\far.k 16:15; Luke 24:47· John 3·15-17· J 
Tim. 2:4. I • • I • 

. We loelieve that no man sha ll suffer in hell for want o.f 
r.hri~t who died for him. l-ut. as the Scripture has said, for 
~en ' tl"t!' fhe Lorci tha t rou,rht thern: be~ a us-e thPv helieved not 
111 the f!amP of the onh• hevott.Pn Son of Gocl . tTT'r elief'. there­
fn_re. 1:-etrl? the !':'111~" wh•· thr iu!ct 11 nrl ri ~r!> teons God of heaven 
w•ll coN~P.mn t he r]1ilrl•·en of 'nP ll : it follow!' a r.-a;nst all ar­
J.'ltment that 11 11 men. at nT'e time or othl'r. are found in such 
~?. nacitv as that tl>rou)!'h t he g race of Gocl the\' mav be eter­
oa!h· !'ll "eci.-Act~ 17:30: Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; .1. John ·5:10. 

7. We betieve the whole Scriptures are infaUiblv true altd 
that they are the only rules of faith and practice.-II. 'Tim. 
3:16, 17. 

8. WP l-elieve in the dn·tril'e of GenPral Provision made of 
Gocl in Chris-t . for t he r ent>fit of Pll manlcind. who repent and 
rPiil'\' e the nm:rel.-l ,u\,e )4 :16-20: Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 
1~:3-5 : Arts ~ :19; Mark J :15. 

!l . We hE'J;eve t hat sinners are drawn to God, the Father, 
h .. the Holv G~ost; ~hrou.l!"h Christ Hi!> Son, al'ld that the Holy 
Ghost offers Hts dtVIne s•d to all the human family; so as they 
Pll mi,rM be hoprw. woulcl t!Je\' ¢ve plMe to His divine t~ch­
•nl?l': "-'"""PA!<. !"llrh whn cln nnt r~c.-h•E' the divine imprE'S!'inna 
of His Hoh• Spirit. ~hall. at a future 11av. own their ~ondem­
n~tion iu<:t. and charl!'e tt,em~el"es with their own damnation. 
for wilfull•· .reject;nl!' fre offers of !'overeil!ll, IZTaCf'.-Matt. 
11:27; St. John 6:45. 65; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11. 12; Jer. 22:~9. 

10. We believe that men. not considered simply u men, but 
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ung-od!y mlln, were of ;etd on lnincd ~o conde1?~ation, conside:ed 
}U; h who 1 urn the g1 ace ,of God mt.o lasCIVIousness, denymg 
thl' onh· Lord God and our Lord Jtosus Chr ist who bought them, 
and 1 herefot·e. slwll .brin~ upon themselves swift destruction; 

• l.ut we oLserve thnt thev. anu such the Apostle saitb because 
the,· t•ecei,·e not the love of the troth, that they might Le 
~a,;ed. there(ore the indign:.~tion and. wrath of God is upon 
every soul of m an that doeth evil, living a nd dying therein ; 
:for 'chere is no respect of persons with God-Jude 1 :4 ; II. 
Peter 2:1; 11. Thess. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11. 

11. , We believe that all children dying in infancy, having 
not actually tranegressed against t he low of God, in t heir own 
pen;ons, are onl~ subject to the first death, which was broujrht 
"n ,:·•·m bY the fall of the fil'st AJ:1m, und not tha t any of them 
d • . 111! in that. state, shall suffer puni t hment in hell by the guilt 
llf .\clam's sin, for ·'of such i!l the kingdom of God."-1. Cor. 
15:22; :\Jatt. 18:2-5: Mark 9:86, 37; Matt. 19:1_3. . 

1~. We believe that good works are ,tile frutts of a saVIng 
faith. and l.hat in t he use of the means of grace, and not out 
I){ thu use of those means, el.t.-rnal life is P!Omised to mcn.­
ncv. 22:14, 15; l sa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke 

...-l.a_;iJ.L a;;. . ... 
J~. We beli~.e that no mnn has any wan·ant in the Holy 

Sr•·iptures for justification tefore God t h ough his own work.s, 
fl""'" t or ubilit), whi~h he l•a~< in and of himself, only a~ he by 
,;t-:-.{·c: is made able to come to God through Jesus C'hnst.; be· 
lic:\'!nl! the ril!hteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to an-' 
lt!li•·wrs for their eternal acceptance with God.-Rom 4:24; 
A~k< 8:20, 21. 

1-L We believe that aU th ings Bl'e fo1·eseen in the wisdom 
of Go•l, so that God knoweth whatsoever can· or cannot come 
11• pa~s upon a ll s upposed conditions; yet not as having decreed 
an:- rerson to everlasting death or everlastin g Iii~, out of 
··cspt<t't or mere C'hoire f artht>r than He hath appomted t he 
l!odh· unto life, and the ungodly, who dic and sin un to death.-
Hch: 4:13; Prov. 8:22-31; 1\tatt. 25:31-46. . . . 

1:>. We I clie,·c, :tl- tout hing Gospel ordJnances, m behe:-'­
er!'' l apli ~m, Ia~ inJ! on of hunds, rl'ccivlng of th_e ~acnment._ m 
ht·cn<l nnd wine. washing the sainLP: feet., anotn~nfi the s~ck 
wid: ~il ~n the nam~ of the Lord, fasttng, prayer, stngmg p_ra•~e 
to God, al'\d the pui.Jlic mi nistry of the Word, with every mstl­
tution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.-Ma1·k 
16 :1 5-16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22: 19, 20; J ohn 13:5-17 ; 
J a s. 6:14.. - 1 . • • 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of bapt1sm 1s by ammers1on, 
a nd that the believers :Jre the only subjects f or baprlsm.­
Matt. a:t6; Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 3:38. 39 ; Rom. 6:4 ; Col. 2:12. 

t-;. We l rfie,·e i11 f< J)'cr.e~ ol •e• llt'l'• ~• ; ,.n flf t he dc~d a .. d 
,, li: a ' j t .... p. ... ~•• L "' lia: 11t:;L u<ty.-John i;:28, 29; II. Cor. 5:1!1. 

1~. We hclieve the happiness of the righteous i5 etern11l and 
1lu· tut•nu•t.t!l .,r the wiclted 31'1! cndless.-!ot att. 25:-!6. 

CHURCH COVENAN<r. 
Htl\'i nl( given ourselves to God through J esus Christ and 

!ldopted the foregoing articles as our conf ession of faith, we 
now give our~elvcs to each other by t!le will of God, and agree 
to the following church covenilnt: 

1. We :;olcpmly covt'nant before God that we will strive 
./ 
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by His 811sisting grace to uemplify our profession by a eo'fl­
reaponding practice.. We covenant and agree aa memben of 
the church and a s Christiane to watch over each other in love 
for mutual l;!Pbuildi n~r in Golllf!l faith, endeavori"lg to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of pe.aee, to be cardul of 
each other 's reputation, to eonff'sa our faults one to another, 
t o atrengtben the feeble al"d kindly adnlonll'!h the erring, and to 
labor together for the bonding up of the ehun:b and tbe denom­
Ination, a11d the salvation of sinners. 

2. We promise that we will faithfullv and constantly main­
tain ~ret and family prayer, an~ religiously instruet thoae 
under our ~re. 

8. We covenant and &f!Tee to use our Influence to trostain 
the r~lar public wo....tlip of God. eontributinl!' according to 
our aP.ility and circumstanct'S for the tro'Pport of tl}e ministry 
and other cbureh exnen~oea among us, that we will be benevo. 
lent to the nPedv and espe:iallv to the poor of ou r own ehureh. 

• · We also nromise that so far a s we shell be al>le we will 
attend upon publie worshin and the social meeting of the chureh, 
a nd report owutves r ctnJ!ar)v at th~ monthlv conference, and 
ths t Wf' 'Viii wail< in ell the ordinances of th co Lord's house. 

5. We eovel"ant and ~~~that we will ahstain from all 
''~'I n s mu&eJnenta ard ~inful conformitv to the world. that we 
will not traffic in, u se. nor furnil'h to others Intoxicating drinks 
al'l 11 r~verage. and that we will ro!!tain the benevolent enter- : 
T' ri P'eS Of OUr <'hureh 11nd dinomination, SUCh 8 11 miasions, edo­
C'Ption. Sabhth Schoolfl, moral refonns, al"d all others· which 
tf'nd tn t he glorv of God and the welfare of men. and may the 
God of peace sanetifv u s wholly and preserve us blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may join the 
~lorified around the throne of God, in ascribing blessing and 
honor a ni! glory and power to Him that sitteth on the throllt 
end the Lamb forever. Amen. 

CHURCH DECORU M. 
l . The chureh rna" choose a pastor annuallv at t he last 

r ei!'Uiar eonf~rence· in the usoeiational year: or , if they preftt, 
It rna~' choose a parlor for an indefinite length of time to con­
tinue from year to year , so long as they may deem it proper to 
keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be cbo.en at 
any other time: but if the choice be made at a special confer­
ence, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
chureh. 

S. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, bot when 
he is absent or does n ot sU as moderator. some suitable brother 
shall be appointed to sit in hi! place. 

4. 1'here shsll be two or more deacons in the ehureh whoae 
dutv it shall be to superinte!ld the colleetion and diabunement 
of the eontn"butions made by the chureh for the pastor, ete., and 
to distrirute the bread and wine in the admlnlltration of the 
Lord's Supper. 

5. The deacons shall take notice of I'Uch members u refuse 
or neglect to partal<e of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to 
a scertain the eauee. that the same may be laid before the ehureh 
in conf.erence if neeesaary. 

~. Some suitable member llhall be appointed eleric and It 

' 
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shall be hi~< rlut~· to llo aH the re~ot·ding a nd otl>er \\Titint 
Jl"rlaini»g t(l the l'l.\:sim·ss o:f,-the church , and to pre~erve a file 
of tlte 1'Mrrutes of the a!'soeiation. 

7. When u new t'lel"l; is •a'fipointed, aU tl1e books, etc., be­
lonl!·inJ! to the clerk Alulll· be· in1mediately delive1·ed to him by 
hi s predeee!:'sor. ,/ ' r 

S. When it becof!1es necessaYJ·, a com1nittee of not less than 
• tht·ee mda! members well ·aequainted with business, shall t., 

appointed, whose duty it shall be' tn give advice to brethren who 
apply to tmem relntive to cases of dealing, etc., with the church: 

9. The church shall hold a t~o days meeting monthly, em­
hracing Saturda)· and the Lord's Du~ following, t he first of 
which shallrbe the regular time of conference. 

tn. IL shall be t he dt1ty of e\'ery memhe1·, male and femnle, 
w ullend eal·b conference meeting if they can , :for on that day 
the partor is e"pected to inst'ruct the chul·ch in spiritual manner 
by giving plai}'l 11nd pointed Jessous on doctrine, discipline and 
lhe rule of holy ' living. · 

11. A"ny male member who shall fai l to attend three suc­
cessi,·e confet·ences, and any member whatever wh.:J m ay be 
generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church accord­
in:! the .covenant ( At·ticle 10), s hall be cited to appear in con­
ference and answer for l1is neglect, but the 11hurch may exempt 
meml•t:r s from this rule it necessan·. · 

J2. Conferences shall l::e opened and conducted as follows : , 
I. Prn~·er ( 11nl~!':S d iv~ ite ~e1·vi•·e hos just heen conducted and ' 
A"ene1 ally then). 2. Im·ire Yisiting brethren to seats. 3. Open 
the door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees. 
.5. For aclmowledgements. 6. For references or deferred busi­
ness. 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
hefore the church. 8. Miscellaneous bu~inel!S. 

1~. Visiting brethren, as helps called in f1·om sister 
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions or 
s~:.ccm<l s, but not allowed to vote. 

H. Any orderly member of the Ba ptist church who does 
not hold thi ~; churt'h in membership, may be received into the 
chort'h without a letter, when it i~ made apparent that his 
Christian cha1·acter is unimpeachahle, and that be has appl ied 
for a l.etter and could not obtaiu it because he desired to join 
th is or some sister church. A11 other members must join by 
letter or baptism. 

15. No member shall be received without ' the unanfmous 
consent 'of the members J,>resent, but unr~asonable objections 
shall not ~ valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes 
them shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church. 

16. When-the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall 
info.-n1 the c-hu1·~h \hnt memhen have teb absent for three 
~-ut·t·el;;ive coufeJ·ent es. <1nd the moderator 11hall appoint some 
brother o1· htethren to cite each of them to the next coi'lference. 

17. No meml1er shall he expelled unless he has been cited 
verbally or in writing, to attenJ his trial; provided his resi­
dence be known to the churrh. 

lb. When a witness, not a n1P.mber of the cliurcb, is intro-

( 
duced, he shall not be examined till the questio!! has b. een p:;t 
to the church: "Will you hear the testimony...pf this witne~;s?" 

19. The evidence in every case of de.aling and acknowled 
ment shall be minuted i n the church book. 

/ 

-
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2(/.~ .:u~mLers djsm~sed from the c~\ll~l, lw Jetter who he­
come <!/liO)'derly, or. t'On~ue to hold then· Je'ft'~H.u\Y"i thout a good 
l'CaSQV., S~~Ji l be ~1ted hQ the conference tO' ~ns\ver for their 
conduc'f~. . . 

~L • ~~llcll_ed m~mhrrs m~y be restored ·t'Q; ·fellowship c;n 
the1r J?~t10n 1f the1r ~fllk Slllce expulsion h~s convinced the 
church ~]1at they ha\'e smcet•ely repented of their former evil. 

22. ;t vote Ehall not be taken on any question without a 
move and· a second, and in all important questions the vote shall 
be tahn hy risinl!: OTJ their fel't. 

23. No other motion shall be considered while a previous 
rrotion and second is before the conference. 

24.It shall be considered disorderly for a member to absent 
h imself from c.-onferencl.' when an important question is to be 
decided: rut a meml'er upon his request, may be excused by 
the rhurrh from votil'f.! nn either ~irll' in pet'ltliilr ca~es. 

25. No meml'er shall !rave the house dul'inj:! ronferpn•e 
withnut a l'uffirie11t r!l n~p nnr POl!'SI!'e in ronver~lltion or whis­
prrinl?' without being sui jet't to he called to order bv the 
mot!Pr:ltor. ' 

21i. A 11 discns~inn~ ill conference must he conducted with 
.-~•lmnPs!' Dl'f{., l!'ood feeli nv; tho!'e who speak must rise t.o their 
feet and add1·ess the moderator, and keep to the point in denate. 

27. No one shall sp c>ak more than three times on the same 
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the 
remarks of anr one Le unreasonably long. · . 

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some · 
brother in his stllad . 

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unJe.Ss it be 
necessa rv to ca Jl the ,speaker to order. 

30. It shall he the rule of t he churC'h to attend to the ad­
miristration c,( the T.ord'~ Sunpn llt lP::~l't r,ur t imes a ''ear. 
:orr! tl.e <'Ypen>es at·e to H> N!;tl I ,. rh" ~hlll't'h. · 

:u . )'irmh?r!' !'ot ir t"owl ~t:>ntl'nl! sh~ll n'lt ·omrr.une. hut 
thP admid!'tratior- .~h:~JI not J-e dPfen etl ,n arcount of a n,· 
!Wrlil>ary maHer of dealinsr. · 

:J2. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees 
proper. 

~~- Public fa.sting. humi.liation and J>rave.r shall be ~-
served on proper occasions. • 

34. T~is decorum may be amended or altered l,y the vote 
of two-thtrds of the members present at any two successive 
mon~hl~· me~>tinf.!s. 

ASSOCIATIONA L COVENANT. 
Jt~vi_n,[" 1 eC!n._ ~s W<> trust. ur,ught.tol!'elher to organize an 

('!'sn::1at10n hv d1vu'e ~rrac.-e. to e•'1brace our T.ord Jesus Christ 
t() ,["ive Otll'~!llve!' wholly 11n to Him. we iovfullv and solemnly 
~venant PaC'h other to wnl" toj!"f'ther iT' Him with all humilitv 
"-&ld hrot.hP.,.lv Jo,·r. to wpt ~ J, ovp.,. t>ar.h nth c.>r for tzood. :~nd F:tir 
un each other. to Jove and f!OOd works. not forsaldng the f re­
.,ne.nt. 8H"Il"' llma of 'lUr~el••pf: tof!ether witl, our nei"tzhnors to 
worsh1p God accordinv to hi r revl'l>led will, as oecasion mav 
"<'ouire. to warT'. re"uV.e P"rl ~dmonish each other accordin~ 
tn the Gospel, tl'at the j!rowth of the whole rody in Christ and 
holiness in knowledge may be thereby promoted,' to thl! end that 
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we mav stand complete in all the wiD of .God foy the a&J\le pur­
pOle, we will uphold the public wonbip of God • and the ordi­
nances of hia bouse, and hold constant eommamon with each 
other therein. We will cheerfully contribute of oar property 
for the maintenance of a faitblul ministry of the Gospel amonc 
us and for the extension of the bleased Bedeemer 'a kingdom 
universally. We wnt not omit family and closet religion at 
home, nor allow ourselves to indulge iD the too common neg­
lect of tbe great and important duty of _relilf{oualy trainiq our 
children for the service of God and the enjoyment of heaven. 
We will also sympathize with each other in eeuona of U!m~ 
tation and aftlictiona, and be ready to distribute. to the ~e­
cel'rities of the saints. We wiD especially pray for and With 
each other, for the churches univeraally, for the promised 
eft'ulion ~f the Holy Spirit, for. the pro!]M!rity of Zion ·and the 
iqgathenna- of tbe elect, ana may the God of peaee, who brought 
B;gain lrom the ~ our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the abeep, tbiOagh the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make ua perfect in every good work to do hia will, that we may: 
not only enjoy a name and place in the church on earth,, but 
finally unite with hia glorioua church of the first-born in heaven. _,. 
in aaeribing bleasinga, honor and might, majesty and dominion 
to him who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever. 

ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM. 
1. Each session of this Auociation shall be called to order 

by tbe fonner Moderator, when present, when absent, clerk, 
and in bts absence, seniority of years as member of this Asso­
ciation . 

2. Each session 8lld adjourned sitting of this Aaaoeiation 
!hall be opened and closed with prayer. 

8. In the absence of the former clerk it shall be tbe duty 
o ( the Moderator pro tem. to appoint a Clerk pro tem. 

4. It shaD be the duty of the presiaing officer at this point 
to call for corresponding letters and have same read. It shall 
be the duty of the clerk pro tern, to read • the names of the 
delea-atea. 

5. After reading letters, the Clerk shall proceed to call the 
roll and correct names and mark absentees . .~ 

6. It shall be tbe dutv of the body at this point to elect a 
pennanent moderator, clerk and treasurer, which shall be done 
by nomination and riaiDg vote or by ballot. 

7. Each chareh composing this aaaociation, with a ,mem­
benhip of forty or leas, shall be entitled to two delegates, and 
for each additional twenty members or fractional part thereof. 
one delegate. 

8. One-half of the legal number ot delegates shall be 
wfficient to constitute a quorum, but a less- number may meet 
ant! adjourn from time to time. 

9. Tbis Aaaoeiation may detennine the time its daily sea-
Ilion shall eommen~ and eloee. -

10. It !lUlU be the duty of eaeb member of this body to be 
pruent at the time appointed for th~ daily ses~on and any 
one wfeb1ng ~ Yetire shall first obtain permiasion from the 
Moderator. 

. lL No member abaU take final leave of the conference 
durirnr its !!ellllion without ftnt obtaining penninion from the 
boify. 

-. 
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ll!.. Everj· z:nentber wishing to speak in conference shall 
first r1~e to thetr feet and addrees the Moderator 

1:. No person shall be. allowed to apeak more than ten min­
ut:es at an~ one time, nor more than twice on any one subject 
WJtbout leave of the body. 

14. ·No person shall be disturbed while speaking unless it 
be necessary to call him to order. · 

16. No debate shall be allowed on any subject unless it 
first be preceded by a move and a second. 

!6. The yeas a nd nays may be taken on Blly question 
before the conference by the request of one-fifth of the mem. 
bers present. 

17. All talking and whispeting during the business of the 
ron!erence sha]J be suppretsed by the Moderator. 

18. The A:sso~iation may hold correspondence by messen­
(:er or otherwise with other religious institutions as it may 
deem advisable. 

19. Th&e b• -laws of the Association shall be read at each 
-·ellrl· Asro :•iation near its commer:cement. 

2'' · Thc~e 1:- -laws rna I e nltered or amended by a majority 
o nt· !> ~ t :o r • ,..,,...,,:1 1' ~rsri Q" of this As•ocintion. , 

21. There shall be an Executive Committee of Five discreet 
1 1 etlwen appoinLed annual!\ b' the modem tor or elected ov 
th· _' od. who sl all properly' be the Association on receES, whose 
dut es 1t Ehall 1-e to superintend and say what disposition shall 
be n:ade of the financrs belonging properly to the Association, 
:tnd the treasurer shall he one of the members. 

Respectfully submitted, your Committee. 

ASSOCI:ATIONAL CONSTITUTION. I 
1. A church proper in its lowest sense is a body of Christ­

il' r s t•nitfd and ccngregrted together for the purpose of wor­
~hin:ing Cod and prcn-oting His cause, and which , the Gospr:l 
ts tegvla-l y pruched, the ordinancies duly administerect.- •nd 
I ' < "ti n i nlP.~ l'f hnl'rPFR rmc·nurnj"~d and l"''acticecl. Each 
· ht'""" <'r l· od· thttF forrrrd ir Fer~>rate ant' irdependent in 
it el f_ ro~>PI'f;nl! the riJrht In di•·e~t 't.s owP affairs in its own 
wr·. Ful irct onl•• in rPrtaln defficult cases to nrbittation bv 
Fil'tPr cht•t·ches. Such churches ma''• however, united in asso­
riational czpaci~- f or purooses of more thorough organization, 
e"iriert wor'- and fo:- tre ~reneral and mutuej good of all 
without l'nrrenclerin~r am• nf their individual rights. Therefore: 
tl•e chur rh P!' hereinaftl'r ITlPntionPrl resolve themselves into a 
I ~rl•· P~<' 1e~i,.~ti~ to N- l•n"w11 ~~ thr Georl!ia Union Associa­
, .,.,, ,. r l ' rjf,.,o r.,.t'" Will llpnti"tS. which shall meet. anrtUallv 
: • " "" t'n•r :> nr1 l'll:tre as !Tla:· re al!'l'eed upon by the body a't . 
it!' >trnual mertings. 

2. The Association. whPn assl'mHed. shall be composed of 
all ministers of the Associat io"t both ordained and licentiates 
and of dele~rates or mesMnj!ers chosen bv the· several churche~ 
from timl' to time for the purpose. · 

~. TJ.e tlelej!ates !=hall 1·e rh,~en annuall ,. in such way as 
the chul'rh mav elrrt. o• nrl F1'RII rPar a lrttrr reportin~t the 
"''AIR of th> rhur•h. wl-tirl, r~>T'rrt ~ball JrivP tbe l'tatistira of 
the church, the numrer nf clelel"atcs to be rletermined by the 
number of membership of the churcheB, provided, however, that 

• f · ._ 
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no church be a!Jo~ed less than two delegates. 
4. The officers of the Associat;on sliall consist of a Mod­

erator, Cle11k and Treasu tter; to be llhosen annually !rom the 
members present; Moderator and clerk to be elected by ballot. 

5. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the 
body during lhe session at which he is el'ected, call the next 
succeeding session to order and preside until a reorganization 
is effected b y the election and installation of his successor. It 
shall be h is duty to keep order, e'lforce the rule of decorum, 
decide all questions, discipline, and in case of a tie, to cast the 
deciding vote. 

6. · lt shall he the duty of the C]e1·k to keep an accurate 
record o! all the busine~s t r ansactions of the Association, 
superintend the pl'inting of the minutes, and draw on the 
treasu rer for the funds to defray t he expenses of the same. He 
shall hold his office unt il his successor l5 elecetd and instatled, 
and shall receive such compensation for his services as the 
Association may deem p~oper to allow. • 

7. There shall be an executive committee of discreet breth-
..) ren appointed (IDDUally by the Moderator, or elected by the ' 

body, who shall J)l'operly be the Association in recess, and whose 
duties may be more fully defined from time to time by the 
Association. The Treamll'er shall be one of the number. 

8. When the As~odation is assem!->!ed a majority of aU th&­
members enrolled shall be required to fo1·m a quorum for t he 
transaction of business. 

9. All debates shall be conducted in a Christian and broth­
erly spirit; and s ll shal1 be allowed the privilege of speaking 
on an~· subject which is submitted to the consideration of the 
body. 

10. Every speaker t~hall rise from hi!' scat, address the 
Moderator, and keep to the question in debate and shall avoid 
all unpleasant reflections and personalities. 

:s:s.a;r==~=a 11.. -t1. All que~<tions ~hall be submitted by move and second, 
the first motion taking precedence in point of order. Every 
motion seconded must be .acted upon unless withdrawn by the 
mover. 

l.o; a The business shall be taken up in order according to 
tli'e subjoined plan, unless it becomes neceiiSary to suspend the 
regular rules for a time for purpoEes which shaU appear proper. 

1 $ ~ The Moderator shall, at each session, invite corres­
ronding delegates from other lodges of our own order, and also 
ministers from other denominations to seats, who, when thus 
seated. !;ball be entitled to t he friendship of honorary members. 

AdoptRd at t.he Or!i!ani7.ation, Novemper. 1893. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES. 
1. We believe that a Gospel Church , or. a church of Christ, 

if a congregation of Christians const ituted and governed ac­
<'ording to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

2. That those rules requir e churches to p'reserve the form of 
governm<>.nt and the ordinances of the first Christian churches 
and to be composed of baptized believj!rS in Chri:;t. · 

3. That tbe visible church as the aggregate or whole-num­
ber of Gospel" churches, and that the invisible chureh is com· 
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posed of the r~:deemed now in heaven, and of ~ch Christians 
on earth as are not attached to the ''isible church, according 
to the Gospel t·ules. 

4. That the eFtahli~hment of a central or catholic gov­
emrnrnt over the visiHe chur •h . or an:· part ther eof. is a devise 
of earthl~· aml,iticm repuJ!llsr.t to the Word of God, subservient 
to the churches and danj!'erous to t he liberty of men. 

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiaFtical bodies or 
~ribunils authorized by the Scriptures; that each church ha~ 
the unrestricted right to administer its own government without 
supervision or interference, being under Christ essentially, inde­
pendent and absolute; and that if this ri~ht be ·surrendered to 
a superintcndirg jurisdiction by dele~ation or otherwise, the 
assembl~r ceaFes to be a Gospel church. 

fi. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
delegates. form an associaticm and dc>clal'e the terms upon which 
the,· will l:eep tlP tl-oe rorrefpord.,r~, · 1 u• ~hgt ~ ..... ril!'l· '.f ""rl 
authorit' of rhurches 1 t>inl." irl!Ji .. , h ' e. c 'n ro wis.~ "0"'11"" 
mised or h ind~red by enterinJ! int• -~ " as.oo: iqtion. and ther<'forr 
an association has no authorit~· over chur ches or individuals, 
their (Ill)\' I)OWt'l' hcinjr to tran~?Ct business wllich does not • 
pe1·tain to c·huJoehe~ in thei'· ecclesiastical capacity; to promote · 
mutua.! irterrourse, and a roncentration of voluntnry effort. and 
to give that ad\rice to churchef which might with equal author­
ity be given by any individual. 

7. That •.hP. Authority of the chnrrhes i~ desipll'd for the 
perpetuation of the true relij.!ion of t he Gospl'l, and for the 
preservation of a true and orderly body of Chri~tians on earth; 
that it is fully sufficient for the purpose inte!lrled, liut that it 
does not extend to pers<ms, property or the consciences of men 
in any manner whatever. 

8. That the onl~· requi~ites to churrh membership are faith 
in Christ ard ohrdience to the Gospel; that faith in Ohri.Jt 
neces~tarilv exists! in connect ion with the helief in the funcft&. 
mental truths of Christ.>11n it ''• and tloat t o nrescrihe anv other 
requisite of such meml:ership is an llssumptior of authorit-: on 
the part of t"e chur~h and a nFr:>rture f rom ~1,,. Gol'nel 'Plan. 

9. That the .officers of a c.hurch 11re eldPrs and deacons: 
that the elders a.re also called bishops or pastors; and all the 
elders s.re equal in rank, though they may perform ditfe.rent 
function,_.slncl' ~omp 1!1AJ" he t.he hi!<hop~ or pastor11 of '!)articu­
lar churches, while others may be simply elders, having no pas. 
toral cbarn. 

10. That the autloorit'· of a minister of the Gospel extends 
to teachiqr. exhortation and r ebuJ.-e, but no further: that he 
~annot perform am• acts that belon~ to the authoritv of the 
church-snch as the reception of members into the church 
compact. or the expul~ion of offenders; that as a member_of the 
C'hurch he iF no more than an" other member, and if he is guilty 
of transl!'1'ePFion he is to bp hroufl'h t to trial before his brethren 
~nd conYicted or scouitterl in. t.hP same manner as if he wu i 
n•·ivate pennn: Yet w,. thi ' i' n'"tldent to ct>ll in advlsorv help. 
r•reciP 11•· if ti-e miniQtt>r i~< t n 1' 1' triPd uron 11 ,r.ht~rjre of heresy. 

1 l. That Chril'tian hntisl'"' is t he imml'rsion of a believer 
in water, in the name of the F ather, and of the Son and ot the 
Holy Ghost. 
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12. 1'haL the' LnrJ'~ SuJipCr and washin~t the saints' Jcet 
.,ate ordinam·es to IJe •lbSC'rved in the thurch until the Lord 
conwl'. . 

1:t Th:Jt eldC'rS nnd !Ienton~; 1nw>t be set npart to their 
flfli<••• bY ordination. or the impo!!iti<m of ,the honds of the 
pl•csl.ytCry an!! p1·a~·cr .. without whic~t _they ate n?t authori~~d 
to administer the oJ'dJnrmccs pcrta1nmg to the1r •esv•·ctwe 
otlicrs. 

DOCTRINAL VJEWS 
1. We bt'lleve that the Holy Dilole w as written by men 

rlivincly inspired and is ::1 trca!lllt'e of ht;avenh· instru~tion; that 
it hal' Gorf for its authot·. sah·atim' f or it~ l'r.d. the tTulh "11hout 
:t n,· mixtut e of l'I'I'Or for its m:Jttcr; th:, t it re\'Ntl~ the Jlrin~i­
JIII.'t; hr which God will judlt'e U!', and thuefore it shall 1-cmain 
with ;:s to the end of time the true cer.ter of Chri~tion union 
and the supreme standard to whi rh all human conduct and 
qpinions conform.-Rev. 1~:14 ; .J ohn 5:39. 
-' That there ill one true :md li·: irJ! God. whose name is Jeho­
vah, the maker ood ruler of he~•,•en and earth, inexpre~sible 
glorious in holiness. worthy of all possihle hono1-. confldcnce :md 
love, revealed in thr pt.>l·~onal distinction of Father, Son ani! 
H ol\· Ghost. equal in ever,1· div ine IJCr fertion, and excrutinr.­
rli ~f in ~ t but harmonious office~ in the I! rl'at work of redemption. 
- F...:. 6:3: Psa. 33:18. 

:t That man wa~ created in a ~tate of holines!' under the 
l:nv of his make1·, but b~· \'oluntary transgression fell from that 
holr and happ~- state, in con~eqnence of which men are now 
qinners. not by constraint. but by choice, being by nature utt.e.rb• 
de\'oid of holiness required by the law of God. wholl~· given to 
thP srratitic:~tinn of the world. of l':tbn and their own S; 'lful 
o:~s~;•ons. and there!ore ;~re under just condemnation to eternal 
r uin without defense or excuse.-GI'n. 1:27. 2:7, 3:6, 19, 23. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is whollv of jn'aee, through 
the medi:~tnrinl oflke of the Son of God. who took ~pon himself 
0\11' nature. ~·et. without sin. honored thP l:nv by h iF own pcr ­
~onal ohl-dience. and made atonement for sin h~· his death; 
beinl! riserf from t he dt>ad. he is now enthroned in heaven. and 
uniti~g in his wonderful person the ~nderest sympathies with 
divine perfectifm in every way qu:-lified to he :ruitable, compas­
J;ion ate and all !iUfficient Srvior.-Enn- 2 :-5. 11:8, Rom. 7: 11. 

n. That the l;osnel blee~inl!'l' whirh Christ in his fullness 
ut>stows on such as belie\·e in him. iF JUstification. That th iF 
juFtification t'onsists in the pardon of ~in and promjse of eternal 
life. upon nrinciples of ri~rhteouFnc~s; that it is bestowed hot in 
cnnl'iderat ion of :~m'tninr.' we clo. hnt ~oleh· thr(HJI!h his own 
ril!h tt>nn;;ne•" ani! atnnen,<onl. :> nrl th :-t it hrinjlS us into a stntc• 
nf mMl hles;-t>rl peare 11nil favor with God.-Rom. R:30. Ezl'k. 
iSl:21l; John 3:14. 16, Rom. 8:17. "' 

6. That the bles~inj!'s of snlvl!tion are made frt>e to all by 
the Gospel;' that it is the immedi11h• duty of all to receive them 
b~r a C'Otdial ar>d obedient faith 1-1 nd that nothll'fl prevent~ the 
salvation of the greatest sinner upon ?.!rth, but his own volun­
tary refusal to :rubmit to the Lord .}el'Us Ch1;st, which refusal 
will su~ject hi.Jrl to an a~~:gravatcrl condemnation.~Mark 16:16, 
.John l , ~20; I:h. 20. 
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i . That i'l order to toe •aved we must be rej!erterated, or 
ohf'dience to the Gospel; and that its evidence is found in the 
hoh· fruits which we bring fllrth to God.-.lohn 3:3-8. Matt. 
~ :8-10. 

R That election is the ~trAciou~; purpose of God, accol'ding 
t.o whiC'h he ~J,!'enerntes. ~an<'tifies and !'aves sinners, it beinlt' 
perfertlv consistent with the frf'e agency of man, that it com­
prehenils all means with the end; that it is a glorious display 
of God"s l!oodnesJ;, beinl!: infinitely wise. holv, unchangeable: 
bnrn alt'ain; that rej!eneration consists of giving a holy dispo­
sition to thP. mind and is ofl'ectPd in a manner above 'lUr c:om­
nr,.loPnl'inn hv the nower of the Holy Spirit. producinll voluntaTy 
th:tt it utterh< e.'Crludes hoaFtin.r and nromotes hnmility, pra,•er, 
I'Ta iSt>. trust in God and arth·e imitation of his free mercy, 
that it t>nrouTaj!'es the \l£e of me11ns in the hiJZhest degree; thnt 
it is the foundation of Christian assurance. and that to ascertain 
it with rej!'arct, to ourselves. demands and deserves our utmo~t 
dili~renee. 

!l. That the presen·inl! Attrc:hml!rt.~ of true ht>liever11 to 
rhrist is tne J,!'ran!l mark whi~h (li~;tirl"Ui~hes thl'm fTnm FllnPr· 
fi~it~l flOF!'P•sor~: th :J t a ~nPciol Pro,·idt>n~e watcheF O\'er thei~ 
wl'lfn·e. ard th11t ti-e,· nre l'ept h~· the power of God throul!:h 
fotth unlo Fnlvotion.-F.nh. 1 :1-2. 

10. That the law of God is the t'ternal, unchangeable rule 
of his Go\'t>rnmt>nt: that it is holy, just and good-; that the 
inability which the Scriptures a~cribe to falll'n man to fulfill its 
precepts. arises entirel~r from his love of sin: to deliver him 
through a mediator to unfei~t"ned obedience to the holy law, is 
one design of the Gospel and of the means of grace 'connected 
with the establishment of the visible church.-Matt. 5:13, Luke 
10:18-20, 14:17. 

11. That the first day of the week i£ the Lord's day, or 
Christian Sabhath :. that it Fhould he kept sacred to religiouJ 
purnost>s bv alostaininll from all secular labor and recreatlo~ 
b" t'he dirl'C't ohservanre of all means of pace, both public and 
private. and preparation for that re!'t which remains for the 
children of God-Ex. 19:8, Reb. 4:9. Thl'.ss. 1:7, Pea. 16:9. 

12. That civil ,government is of divine appointment fo'r the 
interest and good order of human society, that magistrates are 
to be prayed for conscientiously, honored and obeyed In all 
thinjt's not contrary to ~e will of our Lord Jes~s Christ, who is 
the Lord of the conscience and Prince of the kings on earth.­
Ex. 23:7. Acts 23:5, Tim. 5 :17. 

13. That there is a radica1 and essential difference between 
the riJrbtE>ous and the wicked: that such on!~· sa are ju!!tif!ed by 
fnith in the name of the Lorrl JewF. and P.anctified by the 
SniTit of God are truly riJrhteous ir his esteem, while such u 
rontinue in impenitence and in unbelief, are in his sight 'IJ!icked 
and under thio curse. and thiF !limnctior holds good among men 
hoth in 11nd after death.- Matt. 25:46: Mark 16:16. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when Christ· 
will descend 1-rom heaven and raise the dead from their gravee 
to final retribution: th11t R •nll'm" Feparation will then take 
place. the righteous t>eing adJudged to everla'sting happiness, 
~> nd the wi<'ked to endles~ PUnishment. and this judgment will 
fix forever the final state of man in heaven or hell, on principle~ 
of ri£hteousness.-John 5:26, Mott. 2!i:S4:U:46. 
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\ . 
DEAGON'S f.?UTY. 
_ IH' .J. 1-t . Jf:~l<INS. 

L Yrom a Bible standJloint . . 
!!. From the Baptist usage standpoint. 
The first apostolic church in -JE'J'Usalem in A. D. 32, the first 

year of its existence as such, found it necessary to ordain 
deacons. The twelve pastors did not find it convenient to 
:~ttend to all that was required of them, and so neglected some 
of the ·widows who probably needed both spiritual and financial 
assistance. To meet this need, and in order that the pastors 
mil!ht . Jrive themselves continuallr in prayer and to the min­
i~tr,· of the Word, seven men of hones{ repute, full of the Holy 
Ghu:<t and of wisdom, were sPlected from their number and 
o1·dained deacons or helpers. It is th~duty of the bishops or 
eld••rs to rule in the house of God. to ~ed the flock of God, as 
the Greek work translated "bishop" or "elder" means ove1·seer .. 
It il' the duty to act as general m•erseer and superintendent tJf 
the church, and direct it's agencies for the uphuildin£ of the 
.Ahur~h and the ,cause of Christ. The word translated, deacon 
means helper or"11ssistant overseer. The deacon is the deputy 
or as~istant of tne pastor or -elder. J~ike an eldt.>r. he murt b.t? 
a man of upril,!'ht C'hri~ti:m ch:Hacte1·. whose ha~its and pas· 
sion:< must .be cin·umscribed within dut.> b .. JUnds. and especialh:­
!'hould he rule well in his own household. The New TPstament 
J,!ivt:~ him authority io read and expound the Scriptures and 
to baptize. . 

As to Baptist usages. When our deacons are ordained W€ 

usual! ~· give them in charge of certain dutil.'~. the followin.l? 
generally being enumerated: The\· are to ohtain and nrepare 
(at the church's expense) the emhlems of the Lord's Supper. 
and Lhe neces11ary service for its administration. They are to 
assist the elders in distributinl! this sacrament among the 
people. They are charged to look after the pastor of their 
church,· maldng due inqni}o/ into his financial needs ; and t.hu! 
to make efforts to have his wants supplied. They are charged 
to look after the poor of the church. and if there re any "'.Sst'.\ 

demanding charity, to bring them to the attention of the 
church. , 

They are especially charged to \.;sit those of the church 
whom th!'y kngw to be distre!'sed either in mind of bodv, and 
to give them words of encouraj!'ement, comfort or consolation, 
cndE"avoring to bring relief to their oppressed or suft'ering cir­
cumstances. They are charged as pastorial assistants in the 
oversight of the church, to take due note of ~ose memhers who 
absent themselves from the regular service and of those who 
rio not commune with the rhurcll, to ascertain the cause of 
"lime, and exercise rroper diligence. when possible to remove 
snid cause. They are of coun:e char~ed to visit members who 
are )!Uilty of conduct unhecoming a Christian as implied above. 
but this duty is not confined to the deaconS> 

It is the duty of every m<>.rntoer of the church, male and 
female, to take a Gospel interest in every other memher as 
much as possible, to assist them in working out their salvation 
creditably to themselves, honorably to the church, and devot­
edly to God. 

/ 

-
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D UTY OF 'PA-STORS TO CHURC:HES. 

;. 'T'hc.> Hnrl A"1tl the P': t('J•t nf thP rlttTeJ·ent jrift ... which Gno 
hP<iowl" Hf\nn th,.. ditfer .. nt ('hri.,tiar~ n rP a"<'ordinf? to Hi!< 
wi!'P. rt"m;>l r •• rnMP :>rtl rlesigned to promote the holiness and 
h; rnines• of His 1-inl!dom. 

2. A 11 thP.se Jrifts. ther"f"1'o. l'hould be so employed as i s 
hel't. ad.,ntl.'d to accOI'lPiil'l, thi~; E'nd. 

ll. The p:!!<tors should a11ietlv and meekly e,;hort their fol­
l!>wers, · and tea:h. th.em to observe the truth without the hope 
of rE"wllrd, n!'t lO,lUrll"'!' the cause of Christ. but edifving those 
th~t follow him, and the followPrs permitted to ~rather spiritual 
t1' 1l"'ll:S !'f th" pll•tnr!<.-Ter. 3:15: 10 ~21: 17:16: 22:23: 2S:l ; 
V.,.,h. d: 1 l. J !?. 'T'hP tltltl' of tl•e ~tl•eoherd to watrh the flock.­
r.en l!O:AO: ,::~;t>lc 1{4 :S. 6. To find fi:Jstora)!'e.-I. Kini!'S JS:!l, 
11: ~ol. 1:7, R; 7:1: 2:3. Ueed as a fil!l•re.-Ezek. 1{4:2. 3, 8 , 
!l 10. 'T'o ~::>re (nr ihe wmn~r ~no ,4i•a'-1<>d.--GPn. 31 :38; 33:13, 
lA; r?.PJ.- . l{d;1· 5. To 1•e T('JOf'on r. j' lp for IMSPS,-C';I'TJ, 31:3!1. 
T ... h"at off " i )(l nri'"':l ' " - A""n• :~ :1?: T, s~M 17:~4-:1~. Dutv 
~f mi~'ll'tr>·~ t n Hl'P:tl'h thP rln•h·i r~> -T , S?m. Jl?·7: T. Cor. 1 :23; 

·2: 3:!l. 10: TT. C'or. 4:f;· S; J1: TT. 'T'lm 2 : 4. 'T'o !;'lo1ln error.­
Mntt. 1!i:J3. 14; .o\cts 21i:2!l; T. Tim. 1:6. 7; 6:3-5: TI. Tim. 
2:16-18. To repro,·e 'l'ti th kindl'e!'S. vet with neces•arv harsh­
ne~s. Ministers wv~t l'E't a I!Ood e."Htmple to maintain good 
order.-1. Cor. 14:26, 27, 2R, 34, 35, 40. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 

. Preliminaries. When several believer s wish to be organized 
mt~ a chu~ch, they request a council from some sister church. 
Th1s counc1l ~r ~ommittee (common!~· called an arm) examines 
mto . the Chr1sban · chara~ter, doctrine and fellowship of tly 
app.!Jca'!"ts• a!Jd their ability to sustain a chur<'h. If the exanu­
natlon 1s sat1JOfactor~· . the orj!an:~ation procerci> as follows : 
. 'l'he Bible is pre:ented !15 the on!~ rule of faith and prac­

tice. A .chu!·r h t'O\'E'n311t IS l'fad l':'ll'l a~o!'ted. A T'ray~r of 
ron~ecrat1on rs offered. The hand ,f fellowship is given. The 
~hurch tree proceeds to elect its c i'lcers, which a1e a clerk, a 
tr_easurer, a pastor, and. a board of directors, who constitute, 
w1th the pastor , a comrrllttee to promote order, activity, atteQd· 
,ance, and the means of j!'Tace, benevolence, and suffieient dis­
cipline in the church. Deal!ons should possess sound piety 
I?'(>OO l1 u ~in<>~F capacity a r•tl la'fj!e benevolence. They hold offic~ 
~:t the plea~ure of the church. The~· assist in baptism and the 
Lo1·d 's Supper. have ca1·e of the poor and conduct religion. 
mel?t:n g~< in thP ab!.ence of the pastor. ' 
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