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"")1, 1.a.A.-t- r~ A PROCEEDINGS 
R}-.. . 

The :rhirty-Second 4nnual Session of the Georgia Un!on Association of 
the Original Free Will Baptist, convened with Pine Level Church, in Dodge 
County, Georgia, Friday morning, October 8, 1926. 

The introductory sermon was preached by Elder L. S. Yeates. Text: 
J ohn 2:26. B,ro. Yeates preached a very able sermon from the text.. At 
the closy refreshments were Sj!rved. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON . . 
The body assembled in the house at 2 o'clock P. M. Divine service by 

the moderator from the 5th chapter of Matthew. After prayer, called to 
order by Elder L, S. Yeates. In the absence of the clerk, C. J. Harvey 
was appointed clerk pro tern. 

The moderator called for corresponding letters from the various chur-
1:hes. Bro. W. 0. Knighton and L. F. Smith were appointed to read the let. 
ters. They were read in the following order: 

CHRISTIAN HILL.-W. J. Rhodes, G. W. Rhodes. 
PLEASANT HlLL.-....:R, L. • Clark, R. M. McGlamory, C. H. Hobbs, C. R. 

<:alhoun, W. W. Hobbs, E. c. Davidson . 
NEW EBENEZER.-J. W. Williams, A. G. Cook, A. L. Ross, E. R. Ro-

land, J . C. W. Hearn. 
LITTLE BETHEL.-S. A. Arnold, W. 0. Knighton, J. H. Wright. 
BETHLEHEM.-J. T. Bartlett, A. E. Holt, J . B. Briant. 
PINE LEVEL -G. G. Long, Charlie Warren, Will Ramage. 
BEULAH SPRINGS.- E. J. Manning, C. R. Evans. 
LOVES CHAPEL.-J. N. Langster, W, T. Yawn. 
NEW COOL SPRlNGS.- L. H. Green, P. T. Yancey. 
ANTIOCH.-C. J. Harvey, Mrs. Janie Harvey, J. H. Owens, H. J . 

Owens. 
BAY SPRINGS.-J. F. Smith, B. F. Horne, J r. 
DOUBLE BRANCH.-R. H. Mashburn·, J. P. Nobles, T. F. Crosby, C. 

A. Dunaway. " 
..,. MOUNT ARARATT.-W. L. Peacock, J. H. Peacock, Mrs. S. M. Pea-
cock. 

UNION LINE.-J. M. Wright, J. R. Jones. 
A motion was moved and carried that letters be received and delegates 

~eated, except New Ebenezer. 
·The next order of business was the election of officers. The same be­

ing elected by acclamation as follows; . 
Elder B. F. Horne, Moderator; C~ J. Harvey, Clerk. 
The body was here declared duly oqanized fo the tra.nsaction of ,busi­

ness. Visiting brethren v,:ere invited to seats with us. Those respolUling 
were as follows : 

Chattahoochee Association.-J. R. Hunt. 
Little River.-J. D. Little. 
By motion they were received and the moderator extended to ~em the 

hand of fellowship. 
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A motion ,was carried that the moderator appoint the seve~al commit­
tees, they being in the following order: 

DEVOTIONAL COMMITTEE.-G. G. Long, C. A, Dunaw4y, J. H. 
Owens, S. A. Arnold, J. M. Wright. 

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE.-Eider Neal H. Parrish, Elder L. S . 
Yeates, L. H. Green, W. L. Peacock, J.P. Nobles, J . N. Sangster, R. L. Mc-
Giamary. , 

FINANCE COMMITTEE.-B. F. Horne, Jr.; C, H. Hobbs, R. H. Mash­
burn, J. H. Owens. 

SABBATH SCHOOL COMMfTTEE.-Eid. A. L. Davidson, T. F. Cl:os­
by, J. F. Smith, Mrs. Janie Harvey, Mrs. S. M. Peacock. 

. STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER OF MINISTERS.-W. 
W. Hobbs, W. 0. Knigton, A. E. Holt, \v. T: Yawn, J. R. Jones, C. R. Evans, 

\ . 
G. W. Rhodes. 

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE.-•-''E_ C. Davidson, W.. Jr Rhodes·, C. R. 
Calhoun, ~ L. Clark. 

MISSION COMMITTEE.-E. J . Manning, H .• J. Owens, Elc!er Neal H. 
Parrish. 

The report of the Devotional Committee was called for. They reported 
as f-ollows: (Partial report). Eld, J. R. Hunt preach F riday night, follow­
ed by Elder J. D. Little. 

Moved and carried that the Association adjourn till 9 o'clock Saturday 
morning. Benediction by the moderator. 

SATU'ROAY MORNING. 

Called to order as per adjournment by the moderator with prayer by 
Elder D. P. Atwell. 

First order of business. Call for reports -of committees. Partial re-
port of Devotional Committee as follows: , 

Elder -l- D. Little preach today at 11 o'clock followed by 'Elder B. J.: 
Tucker. -' 

On motion the chairman of each committee read his report. 

Temperance Committee Report. 
We, your Committee on Temperance make this our report: 
It seems that our people are growing better in a temporal way; yet we 

feel that there is room for great improvement. \Ve urge our ministers to 
preach constantly on temperance. 

E. C. DA VlDSON, Chairman. 

Sabbath School Committee Report. 

We, your committee, submit the following repot't: 
We find' that. a number of our ~urches have Sunday Scho.<>ls, but we 

regret that there are so many without any Sabbath Schools. Realizing that 
a Sunday School is an asset to any church, we earnestly ask each cburch to 
organize one, and that they use Free Will Baptist literature. 

' A. L. DAVN>SON, Chairman. 

I 
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On motion the Association dispense with the regular order of business 
and take up new business. ' 

On lll()tion Bros. C. H. Hobbs and R. H. Mashburn be elected on the 
Executive cokmjttee. 

Motion carried that the next Association meet with Antioch church 
Wilcox County, Ga. Delegates coming b)· rail will be met at Pitts, Ga., o~ 
S. A. L. Ra.Hroad. · 

Motion carried that we pay corresponding messengers' expenses. The 
~xpenses are 'as follows: Eld. J. D. Little $5.oo; Elder J. R. Hunt , $2.60. 

On ruotio!'!' we pay clerk $10.00. · 
On motion we give Elder J. M. Dunn $10.00. 
On motion Elder J. R. Smith preach the introductory at the next sess-

ion, and Elder J. M. Dunn be his alternate. . 
On motion Bro. C. J:I. Hobbs be elected Mission Treasurer. 
On motion we. send as Corresponding Messengers to the following Asso-

eiations the £ollowing brethren: 
TO THE CHATTAHOOCHEE.-Eld. L. S. Yeates. 
TO THE LITTLE RrvER.-Eid. Neal H. Parrish. 
TO THE SOUTH GEORGIA.- E. L. Long, S. A. Arnold, Eld. J. R. 

Smith. 
TO THE LIBERTY ~Eid. Neal H. Parrish. 
On motion we cotrespond with Ogeechece of Georgia, Salem of Florida 

and Liberty of Florida, North Florida, Blountstown of Florida, and Stat~ 
Line of Alabama, by minutes if the clerk can get the addresses of their 
derks. 

On motion we send as messengers to the General Conference, Elds. 
Neal H. Parri~h and L. S. Yeates. 

On motion we send $10.00 to General Conference and that the clerk 
., write lette!s .of reC'ommendation for Elders Parrish and Yeates. 

On motion the moderator appoint a committee to get contributions for 
Bro. J. R. Davidson to help to defray his e;,.-penses while at Aydj!n, N. c., 
attending school. Committee: E. L. Long, Neal H. Parrislt, L. HJ Green. 
Received $22.60. 

On motion we have 300 copies or our minutes printed. · 
On motion we have our printing done in the future at the FTee Will 

Baptist Press at Ayden, N. C. 
On motion we adjourn ten• minutes until preaching. Dismissed by Eld. 

Parrish. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 

Met as 'per adjournment. Song by audience. Prayer by the modera-
tor. Called for report 'Of Finance Committee. 1 

Report of Finance Committee. 
We, ~our committee beg leave to make the following report: 

We find a balance in treasury of ------------------ -------------$16.60 
FTom the various churches at this session --------------~------- 80.50 
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Total ------- -------------------------- - ------- ------ -$97.10 
Disbursement's ------- ------- · -- - ----- --- --------- ---- - -- -------- 67.60 

Balance on hand --------------- - --- - -------- ---- ------ --- - ------$29.50 
Mission and aged mini!;ters' fund Lom last session __________ $11.39 

Sent to this session --- - ------- --·----------------------- 20.55 

Total ______ _ ------- --------- ___ -·- - - --------- _$31.94 
B. F . HORNE, Jr., Chairman.. 

Report of J\1ission Committee. 

We vour committee oft'e:She follo"'-ing report: 
See·i~g as we do, that one of our _gr.eatest needs js to eva~gelize the 

ter ritor\· within our bounds we he,. OUJ: pastors to preach to the1r churches 
' • f ~ b ' ( 

along this line, and take collections for. this purpose. 
Respec~fully submitted, .. E. J. MANNING, Chairman. 

Report oi Resolutions Com_niittee. 

Your committee beg leave to ·report ·the follo}ving: 
Resolution I. Be it t'esolved by this Association that paragraph 30 of 

the church decorum be changeQ to read: 
"It shall be t he rule of each church to engage in 'the Lord's Supper 

and washing o( feet at least once each year . It !'hall be required that each 
church obscr,·e fee~washing on each occnsion of the Lord's Supper. 

II. Be it reEoh·ed furt her th&t paragraph 34 be changed to read: 
"This decorum may be altc , cd by a vote of t·wo-thirt.ls oi the churches com­
posing the association.. This vote shall be cani!!U in t wo successive con­
ferences. 

nr. Be it also rcsnh·ed that •paragra !Jh ~0 of t'he Ass.ociational De­
corum shall read : "The B:t,-Laws !Jl'lY be a l tered or amended by a two-thir9s 
,·.ot e of any regular session.!' 

IV. Be it also rcsoh·ed, that our Decorum have an additional pata­
t,'Taph to read, "This association sh~ll not hold in her fclto,~ship nor ~­
r C!spond with any association f rom which any orderly associat1on shall wlth­
draw on account of disordcl's. nor shall we use preache. s who ar e members 
of such associations, nor shall any of the preachers o[ this b?dy preach 
among chunhe.s composing such disorderly associations. 

NEAL H. PARRISH, Chairman. 
Motion carried that we go no r ecord as fa,·oting a Press in Georgia, if 

governed and controlled by Free Will Baptist. 

On motion we send a s messengers to State Con¥ention, convening with 
Antioch church, Wilcox County, en Thursday night before the 3rd Sunday· 
in November 1926, t he following: Neal IL Parrish, W. J . ·Rhodes, C. J. Har­
vey, E. C. Davidso.n, J. H. Owens, W. L. Peacock, E. L. Long, R. H. Mash­
burn, C. M. WatTen,rB. F. Horne, Jr., J . R.. Smith. 

I 
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On 'motion we give' to Neal H. Parrish $20.00 as expense to General Con­
ference. 

Called for report on State 10f Churches and Character of Ministers. 
Report of ,COmmittee on State of Churcites and Character of Ministers. 

We, your committee find all churches in good standing except New 
Ebenezer. We find all of our ministers in good standing. • 

W. W. HOBBS, ChairrnaTL 
On motion this body give all ministers the right to pastor New Ebene- • 

zer for next year. 
On motion we send treasurer of General Conference $10.00 for minutes 

and other expenses. 
On motion we return a vote of thanks to the comm\lDity for their hos­

pitality shown to us during .our stay among them. 

Final Report of De,·otionat Committee. 

Eld. J. R.. Smith pr'each Saturday night; Elder L. S. Yeates Sunday at 
11 o' clock A. M . 

G. G. LONG, Chainnan. 
On motion we adjourn to meet with Antioch church, Wilcox County, on 

Thursday night before the second Sunday in October 1927. Benedictory 
pTayer by Elder Neal H. Parrish. 

C. J. HARVEY, Clerk. 
EL!l_. ~H, Moderator. 

;-I._ ~·~ 1f:/_~ ·) ; 1.- ( . 
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O'RDAlNED MrNISTERS. 

W. C. Coleman, Glenwood, Ga. 
A. L. Davidson, P ine View, Ga. 
H. V. J. Ethridge, Hawkinsville, Ga. 
B. F. Horne, Plain.lield, Ga. 
J. 1\1. Dunn. 
Neal H. Parrish, Ochlocknee, Ga. 
J. R. Smith, Chester, Ga., ltoute J. 
Edgar Wade, Warwick, Glb, 
L. S. Yeates, Chauncey, Ga. 
E . D. Pharis. ·~ ,.. 

Licensed. 

J. R."'bavidson, Aydel'\, N. C. 
C. J. Harvey, Pitts, Ga., Route 1. 

Executh•e Committee. 

C. H. Hobbs. 
J. H. Owens, Pitts, Ga. 
G. G. Long, Chester, Ga. 
R. H. Marshburn, Unadilla, Ga. 
w. J. Rhodes, Rochelle, Ga. 
B. F. Hotnc, Jr., Plainfield, Ga. 

CHURCH CLERKS AND THEIR POSTO.FFICES. 

Anti<x:lt.-W. H. Owens, Pitts, Ga, Route 2. 
Beulnli' Spring.-E. J . Manning, Danville, .Ga. 
Bay Spring.'"""'-J. F. Butler, Plainfield, Ga., Route 1. 
Bethelehem.-E. J. Stain, War,vick, Ga. 
Clarks Chapel.-Eveline Benton, Alamo, Ga. 
Christian Hill.-T. B. Rhodes, Rochelle, Ga. 
Double Branchcs.-G. A. Nobles, Hawkinsville, Ga. 
Loves Chapel.-W. T. Yawn, Vienna, Ga. 
Little Bethel.-J. H. ·Wright, Dudley, Ga., Route l. 
Mount Araratt.- B. 1. Peacock, Rhine, Ga., Route 2. 
New Cool Spring.-L. H. Green, Montrose, Ga., Route 2. 
Pine LeveL-G. G. L-ong, Chester, Ga. 
Pleasant Hill.-0. L. McGlamary, Seville, Ga. 
Union Line. 

MISSION BOARD. 

i 

--

C. H. Hobbs, Treasurer; John A. Barker, J. M. Wright, J. B. Horne, J. 
N. Sangmr, R. H. Mashburn; A. L. Davidson, E. L. Long, J . L. Bartlett, 
W. G. Fincher, C. R. Evans, Luther Green, S. A. Arnold, Eveline Benton, 
E. C. Clark, C. J. Harvey. 

-r 
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OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

ARTICLES OF F AITH. 

1. We believe that there is but one living, true and eternal God, the 
Father of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting, glorious 
and immutable in all His attributes.-!. Cor. 8:6; Isa. 40:28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things the otily begotten Son of God, born of the virgin Mary, whom God 
freely sent into this world, because of 'the great love wherewith He loved the 
world; and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death 
for every man; who was buried and rose again the third. day, and ascended 
into heaven, f•om whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds of 
heaven at the last day· to judge both quick and dead.-I. Tim, 2:5, 6; lieb. 

.2:9; St. John 3:16. Rev, 1:7; Acts 24:16; I. John 2:2. 
3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of the 

Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth 
sipners home to God.-St. John 16:7, 8; Acts 2:4; Epb. 2:1; Eph. 4:4-6. 

4. We believe in the beginning God made man upright, and placed him 
in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he vol­
untarily by transgression, fell, and by that means brought on himself a 
miserable and mortal state subject to death.-Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 

6. We believe that ·God is not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come· to repentance and the knowledge of truth, that they might be 
&aved; for which end Christ hath commanded the Gospel to be preached 
among all nations and to every creature.-Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; John 
3:15-17; I. Tim. 2:4. 

6. We believe that no man sha'IJ suffer in bell for want of a Christ who 
,Aied for him, but as~ the Scripture bas said, for denying the Lord that bought 
them; because they believed not in the name of the only begotten Son c4. 
God. Unbelief, therefore, being the cause why the just and rigb~us 'God 
of heaven will' condemn the children of men ; it follows against all argbment 
that all men at one time or other, are found in such capacity as that. through 
the grace of God they may be eternally saved.-Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; Heb. 
8:11); 1 John 6:1, 10. 

7. We believe the whole Scriptures are infallibly true, and that they 
are the only rules of faith and practice.-11. Tim. 3:16, 17. 

8. We believe in the doctrine of General Provision made of God in Christ, 
for the benefit of all martkind, who repent and believe the Gospel.-Luke 
14:16-20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 13:3-6. Acts 3:19; Mark 1:16. 

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy 
Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that tbe.Holy Ghost offers Ills divine 

. aid t.o all the human family; so as they all might be happy, 'would they give 
place to His divine teachings; whereas, such who do not receive the divine 
impressions of His Hoiy Spirit, shall, at a futur e day, own the{~: condemna­
tion just, and charge themselves with their own damnation. for wilfully 
rejecting the offers of sovereign grace.- Matt. 11:27; St. John 6:46, 66. 
Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; J er. 2~:29. 
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10. We believe that men, ,not considered simply as men, but ungodly 
men, were of old .ordained to condemnation, considered such who tum the 
grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God and onr Lord 
Jesus Christ who bought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themselves 
swift destruction; but we observe that they, and sueh the Apostle saitb be­
cause they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be saved there­
fore the indignation and wrath of God is upon every soul of man that doetb 
evil, living and dying therein; for there is no respect of persons with God.­
Jude 1:4. II. Peter 2:1; II. Thess. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11. 

11. We believe that all ehildren dying in infancy, having not aetually 
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons, are only subject 
to the first death, which was brou~ht on them by the fall of" the 1irst Adam. 
and not 'that any of them dying in that sblte, shall suffer punishment in 
hell by· the guilt of Adam's sin, for "of such is the kingdom of God."-1. 
~r. 16:22; Matt. 18:2-5; Mat:k 9:36, 37; Matt. 19:14. 

12. We believe that good ~rks are t\le fruits of ~ l}Bving fajth, and 
that in the use ol.. the means of,(grace, ,and not out of the use of those 
means, eternal life is pr omised to men..l..&ev. 22:14, 16; Iss. 1:19, 20; )fatt. 
7:8. Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34, 35 •. 

13. We believe that no ·rna~ bas ,any warrant in the Holy Scriptures 
for justification before God through liis own works, power or ability, 
which be has in and of bimse!I, only as he by grace is made able to com& 
to God through Jesus Christ; believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ 
to be imputed to all believers for •their eternal acceptanee with God.-Rom. 
4:24; Acts 8:20, 21. 

14. We belie.ve that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so. 
that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed 
conditions; yet not as having decreed any person to everlasting life, out of 
respect or mere choice farther than He batn appointed the godly unto lifl!, 
and the ungodly, who die in sin, unto death.- Beb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-31. 
Matt. 26:31-46. :. 

16. We believe, as touching Gos~l ordinances, in believers' baptism, 
laying 9n of bands, receiving of the ~acrament in bread and wine, washing· 
the saints' fkt, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting~­
prayer, singing praise to GOO, and the public ministry of the Word, wit1i. 
every institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.-Mark 
16:16-16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20: John 13 :5-17; J as. 6:14.. 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, and tliilt. 
believers are the only subjects for baptism.-Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:9, 10; 
Acts 2:38, 89; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. 

17. We belfeve in a general resurrection of the dead and a final judg­
ment at the last day.-John 6:28, 29; II. Cor. 6:10. 

18. We believe the ·b~ppiness of the righteous is eternal and the torments. 
of the wicked are endless.-Matt. 25:46. 

OF· F·RE~E WILL BAPTISTS 11 

CHURCH COVENANT. 
Having, giv:en ourselves to God through Jesus O~rist and adopted the 

foregoing articles as ovr confession of faith, we now give ourselves to each 
other by the ~will of God, and agre~ to the following church covenant: 

1. We solemnly covenant before God that we will strive by His assist­
ing grace to exemplify our profession by a corresponding practice. We. 
covenant and agree as members of the church and as .Christians to watch 
over each other in love for mutual upbuilding in Gospel faith, endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, to be careful of each 
other's reputatio"', to confess our faults one to another, to strengthen the 
feeble, and kindly admonish the erring, and to labor together for the build- • 
ing up of the church and the denomination, and the salvation of sinners. 

2. We promise that we will faithfully and constatnly maintain secret 
and family prayer, and religiously instruct those under our care. 

3. We covenant and agree to use our influence to sustain the regular 
"Public worship of God, contribut ing according to our ability and circum­
l!tances for the support of the .ministry and ot}!er church e>.'J)enses among 
us, that we wm be benevolent'to the needy, and especially to t he poor of our 
own church. 

4. We also promise that so far as we shall be able we will attend upon 
public worship and the social meeting of the church, and r eport ourselves 
regularly at. the monthly conference, a_n.d that. we will walk in the ordi­
nances of the Lord's bouse. 

6. We covenant and agree that we will abstain from all · vain amuse­
ments and ~inful conformity to the world; that we will not traffic in'; use, 
nor furnish to others intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and that we will 
sustain the benevolent enterprises of our church and denomination, such as 
missions, education, Sabbath schools, moral reforms, and all others which 
tend to the glory of God and the welfare ·of pen, and may the God of peace 
sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto the _coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that we may join the glor ified around the throne of God, in 

,. ascribing blessing "'and honor and glory and power to Him that sitteth on 
the throne and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular con­

ference in the Associations! year; or, if they prefer it, may !!boose a pastor 
for an indefinite length of time, to 'Continue from year to year, so long as 
they may deem it proper to keep up-the conne~tion. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a · pastor may be chosen at any other 
tim.e; but if the choice be made at a special conference, the time must be ap-
pointed at a monthly meeting of the chureh. · 

3. The pastor will be moderator of the church, but when he is abaent 
or does not sit n11 n:~oderator,- some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit 
in his place · 1 

'· 
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4.. There shall be two or more deacons in the churcn, whose .au~ it 
sball be to superintend the collection and disbursement of the contributions 
made by the Church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and 
wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

0. The deacons shall take notice of such membe.rs as refuse or neglect 
to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to asscertain the cause, that. 
the same may be .laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk, and it shall be his 
duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the business of 
the cnurch, and to pre~erve a file of the minutes of the Associntinn. 

7. When a new clerk is appointed, all ~he books, etc., belonging to the 
clerk shall be immediately delivered to )lim by his predecessor. 

8. When it becomes necessary, a committee of not Jess than three male 
members, well acquainted with~usiness, shall be appointed,. whose duty it, 
shall be to give adnce to brethren who ?PPlY to them .relative to cases of 
dealing, etc., with the church. ~ , 

9. The church shall hold a two days meeting monthly, embracing Sa-· 
turday and the Lord's Day following/ the first of which shall be the regular 
time for ctfnference. · , 

10. It shall be the dutr of every· member, male and female, to atteng 
each conference meeting if they can, for on· t'hat cay the pastor is expected 
to instruct tlie church in spiritual manner by giving plain and pointed les­
sons on doctrine, discipline and the ru.le of holy living. 

11. Any male member who shall fail to attend, three successive ct>n­
ferences, and any member whatever who may be g\!nerally remiss in at­
tending the meetil}gs of the church according to the covenant (Article 10), 
shall be cited to appear in conference and answer for his neglect, but the 
church may exempt members from this ~ule if necessary. 

12. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: 1. Prayer 
~unless divine service has just been conducted and generally then). 2. 
Invite visiting brethren to seats. 3. Open the door f9r the reception of 
member.s. 4., Call for absentees. 5. For acknowledgements. 6. For refer·, 
ences or d~rred business .• 7. For.matters of dealing which are in order u.,· 
come before the church. 8. Miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps called in from sister churches, sball .be 
allowed to speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote. .-

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold tnis 
church in membership, may be received into the church without a letter, 
when it is made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable, 
and that he has applied for letter and cou.ld not obtain it because he de­
sired to join this or some sister church. All other members must join by 
letter or baptism. 

15. No membe.r shall be received without the unanimous consent of the 
members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be valid, and unless 
withdrawn the member who makes tllem snall be liable to be taken under 
dealing by -the church. 
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16. Wh.en the moderator calls for absente.es, the clerk shall inform the 
church what members have been absent for three successive conferences, 
and the moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of 
them to the next conference. 

17. No member shall be eli."Jlelled unless be has been cited verbally or 
in writing, to attend_ his trial; provided his residence be known to the 
church. 1 

18. When a witriess, not a member of the church, is introduced, he 
shall not be examined till the question has been put to the church: "Will 
you hear the testimony of this witness?" 

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who become disor­
derly, or continue to nold their letters without a good reason, shall be cited 
to the conference to answer for their conduct. 

21. Expelled .members may be restored to fellowship on their petition 
if their wal.k since expulsion has convinced theChurch that they have sin­
cerely repented of their former eviL 

22. A vote shall not be taken on a'ny question~hout a move and 
second, and in aU important questions the vote shall be taken by rising on 
their feet. 

23. No other motion shall be considered while a previous motion and 
second is before the conferen~e. 

24. It shall be con.sidered disorder!)' for a member to absent himself 
from conference when an important question is to be decided; but a member, 
upon his request, may be excused by the church from voting on either side 
in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the house during conference without a 
su.tl'icient cause nor engage in conversation or whispering without being 
subject to be called to order by the moderator. 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted Wlth calmness and 
good feeling; those ~o speak must rise to their feet and address the moder­
,ator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall s,peak more than three times on the same motion 
without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one 
be unreas:mably long. ·• 

28. When the moderator speaks he must nominate some brother in his 

·~- . 
29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be necessary to 

call the speaker to order. 
30. It shall be the ru.l!! of each chu.rch to engage in the Lord's Supper aJld 

washing feet at least once each ,year. It shall be required that each chqrcb 
observe feet washing on each occasion of the Lord's Supper. 

Sl. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but the admin­
istration shall not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of deal-
ing. · 1 

32. Feet washing shall be attended to as the church sees prop·er. 

' 
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33. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper 

occasions. 
34. This decorum may be altered or amended by the vote of two-thirds 

of the churches composing this Association. This vote shall be carried in 
two -~uccessive conferences. 

' ASSOCIATIONAL COVEN~VT. 
Having been, ns we trust, brought together to organize an association 

by divine gt;€'ce, to embrace our Lord Jesus Chris~, to give ourselves wholly 
up to Him, we joyfully and solemnly covenant w1th each other to walk to­
gether in Him with all humility and brotherly love, to watch over each 
other for good, and stir up each other to Jove and good works, not forsak­
ing the frequent assembling of ourselves together with our neighbors to 
worship God according to His revealed will, as occasion may require, to 
warn, rebuke and admonish each other according to the Gospel, that the 
growth of the whole.body in Christ and holiness in knowl~ge may be there­
by promoted, to the end that we may stapd complete in all the will of God 
for the same purpose, we will uphold the public worship of God and the 
or<linances of His bouse, and hold constant communion with each other 
therein. We will cbeerfully')ontribute of our property for the ma_inten­
ance of a faithful ministry of·th!l Gosp.el '3]l]Ong us and for the e:xtensJOn of 
the blessed Redeemer's kingdo~ univ.ersa\ly. We will not omit family and 
closet religion at home, nor allow o'urselves to indulge in the too common 
neglect of the great and important duty of religiously training our children 
for the fervice of God and the enjoirnent of heaven. We will also sympa­
thize with each other in seasons of temptation and a.fflictions, and be regdy 
to distribute tO the necessities of the ~aints. ·we will especially pray for 
and with ~ch other, for the churches universally, for the promised effusion 
of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion and the ingathering of the 
elect, and may the God of .peace, who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, t.he great Skepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good work to do his will. 
that we may not only enjoy a name and place ·in the church on earth, but 
finally unite with his glorious church of the first-born in heaven, in ascrib­
ing blessings, honor and might, majesty and domi'lion to Him who sitteth on 
the throne and the Lamb forever. 

ASSOCIAli'If>N AL DECORUM. 
~ . 

1. Each session of Nus Association shall be called to order by the £61-­
mer Moderator, when present; when absent., clerk, and in his absenc~, se­
niority of years as member of this Association. 

2. Each session and adjourned sitting of this Association sha!Vbe 
opened and closed With prayer. 

3. In the absence of the fonner clerk it shall be the duty of the Mod­
~ erator pro tern. to appoint a clerk pro tern. 

4. It shall be the duty of the presidi~g officer at this point to call for 

.-
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corresporuii:ng letters and have same read. It shall be the duty of the clerk 
pro tem. to n:ad the names of the delegates. 

5. .After reading letters, the clerk shall proceed to caU the roll and 
correct namesl and mark absences. 

6. It shall be the duty of the body at thls poin.t to el.ect a permanent 
moderator, clerk and treasurer, which shall be done by nomination and 
rising vote. 

7. Eacll church composing this Association with a membership of forty 
or less, Shall be entitled to two delegates, and for each additional tw-enty 
members or fractional part thereof, one delegate. 

8. One-half of the legal number of delegates shall be sufficient to con­
stitute a quorpm, but a less number may meet and adjourn from time to 
time. • 

9 This Association may determine the time its daily session shall• com­
mence and close. 

10. It shall be the duty of each member of this body to be present at 
the time appointed for the daily session and any one wishing to retire shall 
first obtain permission from the Moderator. 

11. No member shall take final leave of the conference during its ses­
sion without first obtaining permission from the body. 

12. Eve.ry member wishing to speak in conference shall first rise to 
their feet and address the Moderator. 

13. No person shaJI be allowed to speak more than ten minutes at any 
one time, nor more than twic~ on any one subject, without leave of the 
body. 

14. No person shall be disturbed while spe.aking unless it be necessary 
to call hinl to order . 

15. No debate shall be allowed on any subject unless it first be preced­
ed by a move and second. 

16. The. yeas and nays may be taken on any question before the con­
ference by the request of one-fifth of the members present. 

17. All talking and whispering during the business of the co:1fe1'ence 
shall be suppressed by the Moderator. 

18. The Associ~tion may hold correspondence by messenger or other­
wise with other r eUgious institution.s as it may deem advisable. 

19. Th!!.se By-Laws of the Association shall be read at each yearly 
Association near its, commencement. 

,. 20. These By-Laws may be altered or amended by two-thirds vo.te o! 
any regular session. 

21. There shall be an executive committee of three discreet brethren 
appointed annually by the Moderator c;!r elected by the body, who sh~U:prop- ~ 
erly be the Assoc.iation on recess, whose duties it shall be to superintend 
and say what disposition shall be made of the finances belonging properly 
to the Association, and the treasurer shall be one of the members. 

. 22. This Association shall not l!old in her fellowship, nor correspond 
With any Association from whlch any orderly Association shall withdraw 
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'()D account of disorders, nor shall we use preachers who are members o( such 
Association, nor shall any of the preachers of this body preach among 
churches composing such disorderly Associations. 

Respectfully submitt~, your Committee. 

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTJiTUTION. 
1. A church pr~per in its lowest sense is a body of Christians united 

and congregated together for the purpose of worshipping God and promo~ 
ing His cause, and in which. the Gospel is regularly preached, the ordi­
nances duly administered, and the principles of holiness encouraged a.nd 
practi~. Each church or body thus formed is separ ate and independent 

• in itsclf, possesing the right to direct its own atfairs in its own way, subject 
only in certain difficult cases ~ arbitTaLion by siste.r churches. Such chur­
ches may, however, unite in asrciationni C.'\pacity for purposes of more 
thorough organization, efficient wor(..and for the general and mutual good 
of aU, without surrendering an)• of their individual righ ts. Therefore, the 
churches .Dereinafter mentioned' resolve themsel\'es 'into a body ecclesiastic 
to be known as the Georgia Union Assnciation of lJnited Free Will Baptists, 
which shall meet annually at SI!Ch time and place as may be agreed upon 
by the body at its annual meetings. 

2. The Association, when assembled, shall be c-omposed o! aU ministers 
o! the Association, both ordained and licentiates, and of delegates or mes­
sengers chosen by the several cl1urches from time to time for the purpose. 

3. The delegates shall be chosen annually in such way as the church 
may elect, and shall bear a letter reporting the ·state or the church, which 
report shall give the- statistics of the church, the number of delegates to be 
determined by the number o! membership of the churches; provided, how­
ever, that no church be allowed less than two deleg.ates. 

4. The officers of this Association shall consist o! a Moderatot·, Clerk 
and Treasurer, to be chosen annually from the members present; Moderator 
and Clerk- to be elected by nomination and rising vote. • 

6. It shall be the dufY.of the Modentor to pr eside over the body dur­
ing the session at which he is elected, call the next succeeding session to 
order nnd preside until a reorganization is effected by the election and in­
stallation of his successor . It shall be his duty to keep order, enforce 11le 
rule of decorum, decide all questions, discipline, and in case nf a tie, to cast 
the deciding vote. 

6. It sball be the duty o! the clerk to keep an acurale r ecord of all 
the business transactions of the Association, superintend the printing of 
the minutes and draw .on the Treasurer for t he funds to defray the ex­
penses of the same. He shall bold his office until his successor is elected 
and installed, and shall receive such compensation for his services as the 
Association may deem proper to allow. · 

7. There shall be an Executive Committee of discreet brethren ap­
pointed annually br the Moderator , or elected by the body, who shall proper­
ly be the Associatio"' in recess, and whose dutie" may be more f ully defined 
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(rom time to time by the Association. The Treasurer shall be on!! of the 
ou.mber. · • 

8. When th~ Association is assembled a majority of all the members 
mrolled shall be required to form a quorum for the transaction of business. 

9. All d,ebates shall be conducted in a ChrisLian and brotherly spirit; 
and all shall be aUowed the privilege of spe:~king on any subject which is 
'IU.bmitted to the consideration of the body. 

10. Every speaker shall rise !rom his seat, address the Moderator, and 
keep to the question in debate and shall avoid all unpleasant reflections and 
personalities. 

11. All questions shall be submitted by mo,·e :~nd second, the first 
motion taking precedence in point of order. En•ry motion seconded must 
be acted upon unles.s withdrawn by the movcl'. 

12. The business shall be taken U)J in ord~r· Mcording to the subjoined 
plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend t!w r·egular r ules for a time 
for purposes which shall appear pro11E'r. 

13. The Moderator shall, Ill each .. ession . invite rorres~nding dele­
gates from other lodges of our own order , n·••' ,]],, ,; ,inistel's from other 
denominations to seats, who, when thus seated, shall he entitled to the friend­
abip of honorary members. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDT:'-U 

1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or n l•!t~ ,., 

gation of Christians constituted and governNl .,,.,. 
down in the New Testament. 

c .... s. 
,· Chr!~t. is a -congre­

. ,., tu the rules laid 

2. That those rules require churches to pr,. .11 ~ iorm of govern-
ment and the ordinances of the first Christian dtu" , . .u.d t.o be composed 
of baptized believer s in Christ. 

3. That the establishment of 1\ central or c~,:,":, ,,·ct·nment over the 
visible church, or .)lny part thereof, is a device or t .. It Illy ambition repug­

' nant to the Word of God, subser,;ent to the churt. :!l • .. 11tl rbngerous to the 
li.berty of men. 

4. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiast ical bodies or. tribunals 
authorized by the Sct:iptures; that each church has l11e unrestrict~ right 
to administer its own government without supervision or interference, be­
ing undi r Christ essentially, independent and absolute; and that if this 
right be su.rrendered to a superintending jurisdiction, by delegation or oth­
erwise, . the assembly ceases to be a ·Gospel church. 

5. That churches may nevertheless, we sup(Juse, meet by delegates, 
form an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep up the 
correspondence; but that the righ ts and authorii)' of churches being in­
alienable, or in no wise compromised or hindered by entering into an asso­
'eiation, and therefore. an association has no authority over churches or 
individuals, their only power being to t ransact business which d~ not per­
tain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to promote mutual inter­
conrse, and a concentrntlon of voluntary effort, and to give that advice to 



' 

18 GEORGIA UNION ASSOCIATION 

churches which might with equal authority be given by any individual 
G. That the authority of t he churches is designed for the perpetua­

tion of tbe t rue religion of the Gospel, and for the pre~rvation of a true 
and orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully "sufficient for the 
purpose intended, but that it does not e"otend to persons, property or the 
consciences of men in any manner whatever. 

7. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in con­
nection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Chl'istianity, and that 
to prescribe any other requisite of· such ·membership is an assumption of 
authority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

8. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the elders 
are also called bishop& or pii\1-ors; and all the elders are equal in rank, 
though they may perform different functions--since some may be the bishops 
or pastors of particular churchek, while others may be simply elders, having 
no pastoral charge. 

9. That the authority of '3 minister of the Gospel extends to teaching, 
exhortatfon and rebuke, but no furtl1er; that he ~not perform any acts 
that belong to the authority of the church-such. as the reception of members 
into the ch)Jrch comt>act, or tbe expulsion of offenders; that as n member of 
the church, he is no more than any other member, 8Jld if he is guilty of 
transgression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren and convicted 
or acquitted in the manner to call in advisory help, especially if the minis­
ter is to be tried upon a cbarge or heresy. 

10. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

11· That the Lor,d's Supper and washing the saints' feet are ordinances 
to be observed in the church unt il the Lord come!!. 

12. That elders and deacons must bc set apart to t heir ofFice by ordi­
nation, or the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, without 
which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances pertaining to 
their respecth·e offices. " 

DEACON'S DUTY. 
BY J. H. JENKTNS. 

l. From a .Hible standpoint. 
2. From Baptist usage standpoint. 
The first apostolic church in Jerusalem in A. D. 32, the first year of its 

existence as such, found it necessary to ordain deacons. The t welve pastors 
did not find it convenient to attend to all that was required of them, and so 
neglected some of t he widows who probably n!'eded both spiritual and finan­
cial assist8Jlce. To meet this need, in ord~ that the pastor s might give 
themselves continually in prayer a11d to the ministry of the Word, seveu 
men of honest r epute, fuU of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom, were selected 
from their number and ordained deacons or helpers. It is the duty of the 
bishops or elders to ~ule in the bouse of God, to feed the flock of God, as the 
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Greek word translated •"bishop" or "elder " means oYerseer. It is the duty 
to act as e-eneral over seer and superintendent of the church, and direct ita 
agencies for the upbuilding of the church and the cause of Christ. The 
word t1·anslated, deacon means helper or assistnnt overseer. The deacon is 
the deputy or assistant of the pastor or elder. Like an elder, he must be a 
man o! upright Christian char acter , whose habits and passions must be cir­
cumscribed within due bounds, and especially should he rule well in his own 
household. The New Testament gh·es him authority to read and expound 
the Scriptures and to baptize. 

As to Baptist usages. When our deacons arc ordained we usually give 
them in charge of certain duties, t he ·folio win)$ generally being enumerated: 
They are to obtain and prenarc {at the church's exp1mse) the emblems of 
lhe Lord's Supper, and the necess!rry ser\"ice for its administration. They 
are to assist the £lders in distribut.!ng the sacram~nt among the people. 
They are char ged to look aftl'r the pastor of their church, maldng due in­
quiry into his financial needs~ and thul' to make efforts to ha,·c his wants 
supplied. They are charged to lt)Ok after the 1100r of the church, and if there 
be any cases demanding charity, to bring them io the attention of the church. 

They are cspe!!ially charged to visit thr;~c of the church whom they 
know to be distressed either in mind or body, and to give them words of en­
cour agement, comfort or consola tion. endeavoring to bring relief to their 
oppre!sed ot· suffering circumstnnc(,s. They are chnrged as pastoral assis­
tants in the oversight of the church, to take due note of those members who 
absent themselves from the regular ser,·ice and of those who do not com­
mune with lhe church, to ascertai•\ the cause of same, and exercise prop~ 
dilil!"ence, when possible to r emove said cause. They are of course charged 
to visi ~ members who arc guilt~· of c-onduct unbecnming a Christian as im­
plied abo,·e, but this day is 1\(•t conf.ned to t hi! deacons. 

I t is the duty of every m<'mber of the chur t'h, male and female, to take 
a Gosrcl interest in every other member as much as possible, to assist them 

'in working out thei r salvation creditably to tla•mselvcs, honorably to the 
church, and deYotedly to God. 

DUTY OF PAS TORS TO CHURCHES. .· 
1. The kind and extent. o! the t!iffere:1t gift., which Gnd bestows upon 

the different Christians are according to His wise, eternal purpose and je· 
signed to promote the holiness und happiness of II is kingdom. 

2. All these gifts, therefore, should be so employed as is best ndapted 
to accomplish this end. . 

3. The pastors should quietly anrl meekly exhort their followers, and 
teach them to observe the truth with'lat the h1>pc of reward, not injurine­
the cause of Christ, but edifying those that follow him, and the followers 
permitted to gather spiritual thing_!j,Of the pastors.-Jer. 3:15; 1j:2l; 17: 
1G; 22:23; 23:1; Epb. 4:1 1,12. The' duty of the Rhe)1herd to watcli the flock. 
-Gen. 30:40; Ezek. 34:5, G. To find pastorage.-1 Kings 1S:5, 6; Sol. 
1:7, 8; 7:1; 2:3. Used as a figure.-Ezek. 34:2, 8, 8, 9, 10. To care for 



20 GE.ORGIA UNION ASSOCIATION. 

t he young and disabled.-Gen. 31:38; 33:13, 14; Ezek. 34:4, 5. To be re­
sponsible for losses.-Gen. 31:39. To beat off wild an\mals.-Amos 3:12; 
1 Sam. 17:84-86. Duty of ministers to preach the doctrine.-! Sam. 12:7; 
1 Cor. 1;23; 2:2; 3:9; 10; 2 Cor. 4:5; 5:11; 2 Tim. 2:4. To shun error.­
Matt. 15:13, 1.4; Acts 20:29; 1 Tim. 1:6, 7; 6:3-5; 2 Tim. 2:16-18. Tore-
prove with kindness, yet with necessary barshnes~. Ministers must set a 
good example to maintain good order.- 1 Cor. 14:26, 27, 28, 34, 35, 40. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION. 
Preliminaries. When several believers wish to be organized into a 

church, they request a council from some sister church. This council or 
committee (commonly call~d an arm>' examines into the Christian character, 
doctrine and· fellowship 11f the applicants, and their ability to sustain a 
church. If the examination is satisfactoTy, the organization proceeds as 
follows : 

The Bible:> is presented 'fs t~e only rule of faith and practice. A church 
covenant is rC'au ::md adopte~ A prayer of consecration is offered. The 
hand of fe!low; hip is given. The church ; then proceeds to elect its officers, 
whkh are n c1Prk, a treasurer~ a ) 'astor, and a board of directors, who 
constitu te, with the pastor, .a committee t~ promote order, activity, atten­
dance, a~d the means of grace, beneyolence al}d sufficient diseipline in the 
church. DeaN>r ~ should· ]JOSSCSS sourid piety, good business capacity and 
large benevnle!J<'C. They hold office at. the plqasure of the church. They 
assist in bapt"sm and the Lot:d's Supper;have care o! the poor: a~ conduct 
religiou\ meetings in the absence of the pastor. • 4 1/ ~/ 
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