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PROCEEDINGS

The Fifty-First Annual Session of the Georg{ia Union Association
of the Free Will Baptist Church convened with Pleasant Hill church,
Dooly County, Thursday, October 11th, 1945. Song and prayer service
conducted by Rev. C. H. Moore. Introductory sermon by Rev. J. W.
Hightower, Theme being, “Faith and Prayer,” using 18th chapter of
1st King. Dismissed by Rev. G. W. Price.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON »

Called to order by Moderator. After singing “I'll Fly Away,”
prayer by Rev. C. J. Harvey. Moderator then read and commented
from the 15th Psalms.

Moderator called for Associational letters. Sister J. D. Payne
and Brother Elmer Leonard were appointed to read letters, listing
delegates in following order:

Double Branch: Bro. and Sister R H. Holmes, Bro. and Sister
Chester Holmes, Bro. and Sister Paul Horne, Bro. and Sister L. J. -
Griffin, Bro. and Sister T. B. Ethridge, -

Bay Spring: Sister Frances Cook.

Liberty: Bro, H. E. Leonard, W. H. Gray. .

Mt. Ararat: Bro. and Sister M. 1. Hardin, Sister Roy Hardin,
Troy Hardin.

Little Bethel: Bro. Ciceto Powell, J. W. Fordtam and Early
Davis.

Antioch: Bro. J, H. Owens, Sister Alma Clark and Bertha Owens. -

Christian Hill: Sister G. T. Rhodes, T. B. Rhodes and Edd Bruce.

Pleasant Hill: Bro. W. L. Cason, W. W. Hobbs, C. C. Hobbs, W,

W. Potter, Wesley Hobbs, Lewis Clark and Bob Clerk.

Beulal Spring: Bro. and Sister Henry Bridges, Bro. and Sister
B. J. Johnson, Bro. and Sister Wilson Slauter, Sister F. E. Bridges.

Bethlehem: Bro. J. B. Lewis, Bro. and Sister Berl Barker, Sister
W. E. Autry.

Pine Level: Bros. E. L. Long, W, W, Estes, W. H. Nobles and
J. H. Rammagc

New Ebenezei: Bros. E. R. Roland and J, F. Ross,

On mection, letters accepted and delegates seated.

On motion, 1oll eall was prepared and read by Clerk.

Called for petitionary lettcrs. Not any were received.

On motion, election of officers by acclamation was as follows:

Elder J. F. Smith, Moderator; Elder Emmett McDuffie, Vice-

- Moderator; Ernest J. Barker, Clerk; Wesley Hobbs, Mission Treasurer.

On motion, body recessed for 15 minutcs, as Clerk and Moderator
appointed various committees. (See Committees.) .

Moderator called for visiting brothers and sisters, whicth 1e-
sponded as follows:

Brother Chtarlie Evans from Calvary Chuich.

Moderator called for coilrespond.ng messengers fiom other bodies.

Rev. C. J. Harvey and wife from Union Association; Rev. C. H.
Moore and Rev. H. L. Kn ghton from Chattahoochee Association.
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On motion.'body receive corresponding messengers, and right
hand of fellowship be given by Moderator.

Committees were appointed as foliows:

Devotional: C. C. Hobbs, Henry Bridges and R. H. Holmes.

State of Churetes and Character of Ministers: T. B. Ethridge,
J. F. Ross and J. H. Owens,

Tempetance: W. W. Estes, J. W. Fordham and Rev. J. W.

Hightower. s
Edueation: Elmer L d, Chester Hol and M. I. Hardin.
Women's Work: Mrs. M. I. Hardin, Mrs. Paul Horne and Mrs.

L. J. Griffin.

Sunday Sctool: E. L. Long, Edd Bruce and Lewis Clark.

Resolution: J. H. Rammage, Rev, G. C. Sullivan and Rev. Neal
H. Parrish.

Finance: Wesley Hobbs, E. R. Roland and W. H. Nobles.

On motion, next session convene with Beulah Spring Church, in
Bleckley County,

On motion, we suspend regular order of business, giving Bro.
Knighton the time to report to the body the work being carried on
by the Home Mission within the State of Georgia. Bro. Knighton,
also asking that we make more and greater sacrifices for this cause.
Bra. Knighton told of the Missionaries we have in India and Cuba.
Rev. C. J. Harvey being a mrember of the State Mission Board also
made report of the work being carried on.

On motion, the body accepted oh:bhm as prepared by Rev. Neal
H. Parrish. (See Obituary.)

An offering of $30.00 was taken for the State Home Mission,
Bro. Hdlvey being member, Secretary and Treasurer.

On motion, Bro. Parrish be excused from this body, with letter
to represent this body at the North Florida Aasociation, Friday, Oc-
tober 12th, 1945.

On motion, we adjourn until Friday morning at 9:00 o'clock.

FRIDAY MORNING

After a song and prayer, devotional by Vice Moderator, reading
first seventren verses of 15th chapter of St. John.

Moderator called for Ministerial reports and any other Confer-
ence reports.

On motion, Bro. W. W, Estes and Sister J. B lamk!oni read re-
ports, of which all were received by body.

Committee reports called for Those read and adopted were as
follows:

Temperance: (See mport.)

Finance: (See report.)

Devotional: (See report.)

Sunday School: (See report.)

Women's Work: (See report.)

State of Churches and Character of Ministers: (See report.)

Christian Education. (See Report.) *
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Regular order of business suspended.

Rev. C. J. Harvey made an appeal to the body ih behalf of the
State Association, telling of the work being carried on, asking that
we cooperate more fully with the State work, especially in Home
Mission, Ckristian Education and Superannuation.

Rev. C. H. Moore told of how the aged ministers would benefit
by having a superannuation program.

On motion, we elect a Superannuation, Education and Mission
Board. (See board.)

On motion, we elect executive board.( See board.)

On motion, first member named to executive board shall serve
one year, working on a rotation system, never having a complete set
of new members.

On motion, we recommend W. H. Nobles to the State Associa-
tion for Superannuation, Chester Holmes for Edueation and John F.
Ross for Mission.

On motion, we adjourn for preaching.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

After song and prayer service, Devotional by Moderator, reading
first 10 verses of 13th chapter of Hebrew.

Elder E. C. Morr:s and wife, Elder E. C. Davidson and wife, were
welcomed to the body, and each made a report as to the work being
carried on by them.

On motion, Modetator appoint delegates to State and National
Association, that all delegates carry letter from this body and that
entrance fee be paid to State and National Associations.

State Association: W. H. Nobles, Ciccro Powell and J. F. Ross.

National Association: R. H. Holmes.

On motion, Moderator appoint corresponding messengers to
various Associations, as follows:

Chattahoochee: J. B. Lankford, J. H. Hightower.

South Georgia: J. D. Payne, Emmett McDuffie.

Martin: N. R. Sullivan, J. L. Poston.

Little River; Neal H. Parrish.

Union: Emmett McDuffle, G. C. Sullivan.

On motion, we take up miscellaneous work

On motion, we have 500 minutes printed.

On motion, we pay Clerk $10.00 and Moderator $5.00.

On motion, Clerk and Moderator prepare and send to Rev. G.
C. Sullivan his eredentials,

On motion, Elder Emmett McDuffie is to preach Introductory
Sermon.

On motion, Deacons of all churches within this Association are
to meet with the Ministers in the Ministerial Association, which shall
convene with Double Branch Church on Sunday, October 28th, 1945,

On motion the credentials of Ministers of Georgia Union Asso-
ciation shall be re-written by officials of said body.



il — il

4 FIFTY - FIRST ANNUAL SESSION

On -matinn,‘ 230,00 be withdrawn from Mission Treasury and
given to Liberty Church in Macon, Ga.
A Free Will offering of $23.00 was taken for Liberty Church in
Macon, Ga. 3 .
On motion, Clerk shall prepare manuseript, having same printed.
On motion, a rising vote of thanks was given Pleasant Hill
church and surrounding community for its great hospitality and en-
tertainment.
On motion, we adjourn until one year hence, to meet with Beulah
Spring Church on Thursday before second Sunday in October, 1946.
REV. .J. F, SMITH, Moderator,
ERNEST J. BARKER, Clerk and Treas.

EXECUTIVE BOARD, THEIR CHURCH AND ADDRESS |

Chester Holmes—Double Branch .

W. H. Peacock—DMt. Ararat Eastman, Ga,

W. H. Nobles—Pine Level Tl . Chester, Ga.
L. W. McKinney—Christian Hill . .o Abbeville, Ga., R,
W. W. Hobbs—Pleasant Hill ... o 2 _ Vienna, Ga., R.

ORDAINED MINISTERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES

Elder Neal H. Parrish .Y . . T THabiva 1Ga;
Elder C. E. Peacock .. Route 3, Eastman, Ga.
Elder P. A. Sangster ... .. 5 . Route 2, Wayeross, Ga.
Elder Emmett McDuffie .. o7 Rochelle, Ga.
Elder dohn Hightower . 124 Grady St., Macon, Ga.
Elder J. F. S8mith . . . EAstman, Ga.

Elder L. 8. Yates e = Danville, Ga.
Elder J. L. Poston . Chester, Ga.
Elder J. B. Lankford : Unadilla, Ga.

Elder J. D. Payne i 240 Bailey Ave., Macon, Ga.
Elder Chailes McCarthy .. SO % 1\ ) » - €1 3
Elder G. C. Sullivan " ... Vienna, Ga,
Elder N. R. Scllivan e Unadilla, Ga.

MISSION BOARD AND THEIR ADDRESSES

Rev. Neal H. Parrish ... Hahira, Ga.
W. W. Hobbs Cordele, Ga.
John F« Ross ... ... Route 3, Cochran, Ga.
Ernest J. Barker ... s . RoOUte 2, Rochelle, Ga.
J. W. Fordham ... e Chester, Ga,

SUPERANNUATION BOARD

W. H. Nobles & Route 1, Chester, Ga.
T. B. Ethridge Route 1, Unadilla, Ga.
Cicero Powell Chester, Ga.

—
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EDUCATION BOARD '

W. W. Estes Chester, Ga.
Chester Holmes oo =
E. R. Roland Route 3, Cochran, Ga.

TEMPERANCE REPORT

We, your committee on Temperance, beg to make our report,
We plead to our pastors to preach, and teach more that all men should
abstain from the very appearance of evil and worldly 'lust, and be tem-
pevate in all things, and live as true Christians should live, and having
more love and Christian fellowship in the future than we have in
the past.
ELD. J. W. HIGHTOWER, Chm.

DEVOTIONAL REPORT

We, your committee appoint Rev. Neal H. Parrish, to preach
Thursday night at eight o'clock, and that Rev. J. D. Payne, at cleven
o'clock, and Rev. G. W. Price at eleven-thirty Friday morning.

C. C. HOBBS, Chm.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT

We, your committee find some of our churches have Sunday
school, and we urge that our pastors organize a Sunday school in
all our churches, as we feel it is the best way to lead our young folks
to Christ, and we urge the use of Free Will Baptist Literature.

E. L. LONG, Chm.

WOMEN'S WORK

We, your committee are sorry to report there is no organized
work in our Association, but we ask the prayers of those who pray,
that we may move forward in this work, for the upbuilding of our
churches for Christ,

MRS. G. T. RHODES, Chm,

COMMITTEE ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND
CHARACTER OF MINISTERS

We, your committee report so far as we know, we find all’ min-
isters jn good standing, and all churches in good standing. But
request that all churches have prayer meeting and Sunday school
at least once a week.

"T. B. ETHRIDGE, Chm.
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EDUCATION REPORT

We, your committee on Christian Eduecation humbly sumbit the
following report. First our recommendation is to carry out educa-
tion plans by each church and pastors put their efforts together and
set aside funds for this purpose only. And let each church fix wp
plans and means for education purposes.

Second, because we find Solomon saying, bring a child up ln the
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.

REV. EMMETT McDUFFIE, Chm.

FINANCE REPORT

We, your committee find a balance from last session.

For Associational purposes £10.05
For Superannuation ... ... 8.056
For Evangelistic Work ... 7.00
For Education i 9.00

Total .. T I S S N .. 23410

From Churches this session

For Associational purposes ... $61.50
For Superannuation i : 4.00
For Evangelistic Work 7.50
For Orphanage e 5.00
s —
Total $112.10
We find in Mission Treasury ... . B e | 96,99
From churches this session
For Home Mission ; 17.50
For Foreign Mission 17.50
Total s $131.99
Paid to Church in Macon 30.00
Total $101.99
W. H. NOBLES, Chm,
OBITUARIES

IN MEMORY OF MRS. MINNIE BRYANT
Mrs. Minnie went to her reward June 9th, 1945. She was one
of the oldest members of Bethlehem church.

We saw not the white robed angel as it entered with folded wings.
To summons home Mrs. Minnie to the arms of our Heavenly King.
‘We pray that we will meet her in that world that has no end.

Written by MRS. LOREN WADE
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IN MEMORY OF AUNT ESSIE BARTLETT

Who departed this life Nov. 23, 1944. She was a faithful mem-
ber of Bethlehem-Church, altho unable to ‘attend church in her last
vear, her absence made a vacant place in our church which never
can be filled.

She is gone but not forgotten, never will her memory fade.
Loving thoughts forever linger, around the grave where she was laid.
When we leave this world of changes, when we leave this world of care
We will find her waiting, in our Father's mansion fair.

Written by her niece, MRS. LOREN WADE.

IN SACRED MEMORY TO THE LIFE OF

Our dearly beloved Brother, Elder B. F. Horne, of near Euast-
man, Dodge County, Georgia. It was on Friday night, October sixth,
1944 that Brother Horne fell asleep in Christ, thus ending a long and
most useful life in The Free Will Baptist Church,

He was born September 26, 1866, in Laurens County, Georgia.
He was married in 1887 to the Miss Marian Frances Jones, of Dodge
County, Georgia. Joined Bay Springs Free Will Baptist church July
1887. Was licensed to preach in 1888 and was cordained to the full
ministry of the Gospel in 1899. Became a member of The Grand
Order of Odd Fellowship in 1906, and of The Masonic Order in 1912.
Elected to the General Assembly of Georgia by his county for the
term 1921-22, X

Our Brother Horne was reared an orphan from the time he was
seven 'years old. He was the son of the late Jonas and Rebedea
Wrye Horne.

Until late years, when his health became somewhat impaired,
Brother Horne’s life was spent most vigorously and sacrificially in
preathing of the Gospel of Christ and in promoting the progressive
interest of the Free Will Baptist denomination. His life was spent
in pastoral and revival work, having pastored churches in the South
Georgia Association as well as in his own, The Georgia Union. As
a result of his labors, according to his record, more than two thous-
and souls did church under his ministry. During the time of his
active pastoral service, he served as pastor for more than thirty
years with Mt, Ararat Church.

The truth is summed up in stating that Brother Horne was a
most worthy and loyal member of every institution to which he be-
longed, namely, The church, Odd Fellows and the Order of Masons.
He was a most devoted husband and father and a loyal fnend, even
to the point of sacrifice.

It was by request of Brother Horne in a letter written by him
to the writer, that his funeral was preached at Bay Springs by Eld.
Neal H. Parrish, on October Bth 1944, also Masonic exercises were
held.

He leaves a large family of children, a wife, and a great host of
friends to mourn his going. We bow to the will of God, knowing that
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He doeth all things well é‘nd that our befoved Brother has gone on to
receive the Crown that he so muchly deserves, through Faith in the
Lovd Jesus Christ—AMEN.

Written by one who holds his memory sacred.

ELDER NEAL H. PARRISH.

IN MEMORY OF F. E. BRIDGES

On June 24, 1945 the death angel came and took away, Bro.
Bridges. He was 46 years old. He had been in declining health for
a good while. All was done for him that loving hands could do, but
God in His infinite wisdom said it is enough, come up higher.

Bro, Bridges was a member of Beulah Springs Church, of which
he was Deacon and Clerk. He was a true and faithful member. Al-
ways veady to lend a helping hand. He is missed in the community
as well as his church and home.

Sleep on dear Brother, take thy rest, lay thy head on the Saviour's
breast.

Goodnight until we meet again. We before His throne elothed in
the spotless robe He gives His own. Until we know as we are known.

By kis pastor, REV. J. B. LANGFORD.

IN MEMORY OF OUR DEAR AUNT, MRS. MOLLIE HOBBS

Aunt Mollie Hobbs was bdrn in, 1866 and departed this life for
a happier one September 4, 1945. She had been a member of Plea-
sant Hill church for many ycars and was a very devout Christian,
roing techurch every time her health permitted. Her sweet Christian
life contributed much to her community. May God bless and com-
fort her dear bereaved family in their sorrow.

She is not dead—she is only asleep in Jesus.

Wri'tttj.n by her niece, CELESTEE HOBBS.

IN MEMORY OF BROTHER JOE NOBLES

Brother Joe Nobles was born the 25th day of Octobery 1887 and
died the 28th day of December, 1944. He was a member of Double
Bianch church and had been since early boyhood. He was faithful
and loyal to his ckurch and his fellowman. He had been in bad health
for sometime. But now he is asleep in Jesws now resting where all
is peace and happiness. May God bless his wife and children to ever
held to that unchanging, hand.

Written by his pastor.
REV, C. H. Xi00RE, Reynolds, Ga.
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ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE BIBLE. The Seriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments were given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible rules
of faith and practice.

2. GOD. There is one living and true Goé, revealed in nature
as the Creator of the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son
and Holy Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom all
intellizent creatures are supremely to love, adore, obey.

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine
nature truly God, in His human nature truly man., The mediator
between God and man, once erucified, He is now risen and glovified,
and is our ever present Savior and Lord.

4, THE HOLY SPIRIT, The Scriptures assign to the Holy
Spirit all the attributes of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter,
Guiide and Sanctifier of men. )

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. God exercises a wise and
benevolent providence over all beings and all things by maintaining
the constitution and laws of nature. He also performs special acts
of grace, not otherwise provided for, as the highkest welfare of man
requires.

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was c¢reated innocent,
but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His
posterity, therefore, inherit a fallen natire of such tendencies that
all who come to yvears of accountability sin, and become guilty before
God.

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His incarna-
tion, life, suffevings, death and resuivection, effected for all a redemp-
tion from sin that is full and free and s the ground of salvation
by faith. ;

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The conditions of salvation
are: 1. Repentence of sincere sorrow for sin and heaity renuncia-
tion of it. 2. Falth or the unreserved committal of one's self to Christ
as Savior and Loid with purpose to love and ohey Him in all things.
In the exercise of saving faith the soul is venewcd by the Holy Spirit,
freed from the domin.on of sin and becomes a child of God. 3. Con-
tinuange in faith and obedience until death.

9. ELECTION. God determined from the beginning to save
all who should comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence by
faith in Christ men become Lis elect.

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human w.ll is free and
self-controlled, having powe:r to yield to the influence of the truth
and tke Spivit, or to resist them and perish.

11. SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the
Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever
will may come and take of the water of life freely.

12, PRESEVERENCE. All believers in Christ, wko through
grace presevete in holiness to the end of life, have promise of etérnal
salvation.

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES, BAPTISM, or the immersion of



.

i

10 FIFTY - FIRST ANNUAL SESSION

believers in wa'ter, and the LORD'S SUPPER, are ordinances to be
perpetuated under the Gogpel; FEET WASHING, an ordinance
teaching humility, of universal obligation, and to be administered to
all true believers.

14. TITHING. God commanded tithes and offerings in the
0Old Testament; Jesus Christ indorsed it in the Gospel (Matt, 23:23)
and the apostle Paul said, “Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store as God hath prospered him." (1 Cor.
16:2.)

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. The divine law requires
that one day in seven be set apart for secular employments and
amusements, for rest, worship, holy works and activities, and for
personal communion with God.

16. RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT AND FINAL RETRIBU-
TION. The Secriptures teach the resurrection of all men at the last
day. They that have done good will come forth to the resurrection
of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of dam-
nation; then the wicked will “go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into_eternal life.”

CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted
the Word of God as our rsle of faith and practice, we now give
ourselves to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant.

We promise by His grack to' love and obey Him in all things,

to avoid all appeaiance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements

and uonholy conformity fo the would, from all sanction of the use
and sale of intoxicating beverages and to “provide thkings honest
in the sight of all men," -

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference
to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions, and
social worship; and by self-denial, faith, and good works, endeavor
to “grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”

We will not forget the assembling of ourselves together for
church conferences; public worship, and the observance of the or-
dinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for
the support of the church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work.

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with
meekness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to
“keep the unity of theSpirit™ in the bonds of peake, to be careful

of one another’s happiness and reputation, and seek to strengthen.

the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far
as we are able promote the success of the church and of the Gospel.

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Chris-
tian obligations and entcrprises supreme; counting it our chief
business in life to extend the influence of Christ in society; con-
stantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom of God may come and

@
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His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. [

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational
and denominational enterprises, the support of Missions, the success
of Sunday schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the
world. And may the God of peace sanetify us wholly, and preserve
us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

BY-LAWS
Article 1. Annual conference shall be annully held.

Art. 2. Every elder, minister and preacher, in good standing,
and delegates shall duly attend.

Art. 3. If any member in the judgment of the conference, shall
show anger in his discussion on any subject, he shall forfeit his seat
in that conference.

Art. 4. No member of the annual conference shall be at liberty
to withdraw without leave of the Moderator.

Art. 5. The conference shall always adjourn by vote.

Art. 6. There shall annually be a committee of finance chosen
to settle with the treasurer and report ta conference.

Art. 7. The officers and standing committees shall be entitled ao
seats in the annual conference.

Art. 8. No Elder, minister, preacher or delegate shall, during the
sitting of the annual conference, be at liberty to fill any place, as to
preaching or hearing at the stage, only as liberty shall be granted by
the conference.

Art. 9. Conference shall always open and adjourn by prayer and
praise of God.

Art. 10. The minutes of the conference shall be signed by the
Moderator and the Clerk.
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