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ORDER OF CHURCH BUSINESS MEETINGS 

1. Call to order by Moderator. 

2. Open meeting with prayer. 

3. Invite visiting brethren to seats. -4. Read and adopt minutes of last m~ting. 

5. Call for acknowledgeme!'lts. and matters of dealing. 

6. Report of Deacons. 

7. Report of Committees. 

8 . . Unfinished bul'iness . 

9. New business . 

;o. Miscellaneous business. 
I 

11. Appointment of committees. 

12. Adjournment. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS ANN UAL CONFERENCE 

Call to order by Moderator. 

Call for corresponding letters from the churches. 

Read the le~rs, complete and c'.lll the roll. 

Elect and establish Conference bnr. 

Call for petitionary letters. 

Elect Moderator, Vice Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer and Report. 

Introduce visiting breth·en, and admit them to honorary' se?ats. 

Cal) for Corresponding )fensenger:-: from other bodies. 

Appoint D. C. 

Appoint the various Committees. 

Elect the place for holding the next session. 

Call for Ministerial, and all othe1· Conference Reports. 

Call for reports of Committees. 

Call for ordin!tnces and consecrations. 

Call for miscellaneous business; elect all officers not alre-8dy 
elected, elect any special boards, c-t· committees, needed; or any 
other matter of miscellnny. · 

16. Read and adopt the minutes. of Conference. 

17. Adjourn. 
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2 FIFTY - FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION 

PROCEEDINGS 
The Fifty-Fourth Annual Session of The Georgia Union Asso

ciation of the Free Will Baptists, com·ent?d with Liberty Chapel 
Church, Bibb County, Georgia, Thursday, October 7; 1948. 

Rey. G. W. Noble brought the Intt·c;ductoey sermon. Bro. ::>:oble 
used sdiptvre ft'Om the 26th chapter of St. llfattht?w, ''«!fSes 3G·.f6 and 
6th ver:<e of th., ~th chaptet· of SL John. Theme of sermon being, 
"AriFe. Look on the Fit'ld, fot· ther At"! \\'hite Unto Han·est Already.'' 
Preceding the Introductory sennon, ,~ te:<timonial sen;ce was con
ducted b)• :Se'' · Emmett McDuffie. !\'lost e,·ery person in the church 
te"tificd, telling of their cxpt'l·ience 0111d gi,·ing thanks unto the Lon!. 
A most wondPrful ~ervke. O:~mi~~ed uy Bro. Moore for reft•e:<hment:J<. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Aftet· gathct·ing back into the church nnd sing ing. " I'll Lin, in 
Glory", prayer was. offered by Bro. J. T. Bartlett. 

.Devotional by Modet·ator, reading ft·om 6 - Hi \'crs..,s from 3t·d 
cha'ptcr of Philippians. ComnH.'nling .1t length Bro. Smith stated that 
s eemingly out· body had made s low J'!'Ogt•e.<~. yet when we $lop to 
think that if this body has lleen instrumental in saving at least one 
soul, thn we h:JVe not worked in vain. Hoping we ba,·e gathet·ecl for 
a greater callSe, therefore ;ro~g f~v1:rd , forgetting the thinl!'> t hat 
ure behind us, looking fot;Wat-d to• a greater future. 

i\ioder:[;or called fot· Associational letters. . . 
On mo ion, Moderator :1 Jlpointed Bros. G. \V, Noble a11d J : B. 

Langford to read lettcn<. Letters read aud ~elegates Ji,.ted as follows: 
Geot·gia Union Qcm tet·ly Conferen .e: Bro. R. H. Holme;t. 
Beul2h Sprinr,: Bro. B. I. J oJ;l nson. . . 
Pleasant Hill: Bt'""· HaroiC: Davidson 2.Dd \\1. R. Langford. 
Double Bmnch: Bt·o:. T. B. Ethidl!'(' and ";£e. R. R. Holm~ and 

wife and Mrs. F lossie Holland. 
Antioch:-
Liberty Cl npcl: J. W. Hnm$ley, ~Irs. W. H. Gt:ly, Sr .. i\h-;;. Leno 

McDuffie, M~. Helen Gray, W. H. Gt':IY, Sr., Mrs. J. E. Potter. 
Cht·istian Rill : 1\fr~. Lola 111. BarkPl , Ernest iJ. Barker, L. W. Mc

Kinney, Mrs. Essie Lee, Mrs. L. W. M·:Kinney and Mrs. Margaret Mar
tin. 

N~ l:.llenezer : Brol John F. Ross, Bro. Ruff Floyd and wife, Mrs. 
A. G. Cook. 

Bay Spring: Not any. 
Bethlehem: Bro. Woodrow Jones 11ncl wife, Bro. Loran Wade and 

wife and Bt·o. J . C. Smith and wife. 

Little Bethel: Bro. Cicero Powell and wife, Bro. Early Da,·is anrl 
wife, Thomas Bryan and wife, Bro. Johnnie Da,•is end ,-:'fe nnd Sister 
Cat·oh•n 1<1nnning. 

Mt. Ararat: Bro. Lamar Peacock, Horace Fleming and Spurgeon 
Jones. 
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Pine Level: Bro. W. H. Noble, W. L. Amerson and Donald Selph. 
On motion, letters received and delegat:es seated. 
)loderator called for petitionary !ettet·~. Petitionary letter was 

received from Singers Chur::h, Cordele. Georgia. On motion, letter 
was read. 

On motion, the petitionary letter wu tabled for time beini to be 
im·estigated and handled by committee on State of Church~s and 
Character of Ministers. 

· On motion, nominations for Moderutor were o!fered. Rev. J, D. 
Payne and Rev. Emmett McDt.-.ffie were nominated. On motion, nomi· 
nation close. Rev. J . D. Payne elected l\todet'lltor. 

On ~1otion, nominations were made> and officers elected as fol
lc;w: \'ice 111odC!rator, Rev. Emmett McDuff ie; Clerk nne! Treasurer. 
El'nc~t J. Barker; Mission Tre:~surer, Wesley Hobbs. 

Moderator called for corresponding messenger~ from any other 
bod~·. Rev. C. H. Moore from Cl:attahoorhee; Rev. E . C. Morris from 
State A~~ocintion; Rev. A. L. Sellers fNm St. Paul'R Church, Quitm.an, 
Geot·gia. 

On motion, these corresponding me.~rengers be · eated in this 
bod~· and t he Moderator extend to each the right hand of welcome. 

On motion, we recess for 10 minutes, and that the Moderator and 
Clerk appoint various committees which were as follows: 

De\·otional: W. H. Noble, W. R. La.ngford and W. L. Amerson. 
~tate of Churehes and Charaeter of Ministers : W. H. Noble, John 

F. Ro.<!', L. \V. McKinney, W. H. Gray, Sr., and T . B. Ethridge. 
Finance: Cicero Powell , B. 1. Johnson and W. L. Amerson. 
Temperance: Mrs. John F. Ros,;, !1•~. Lola M. Barker, and Mrs. 

J . D. Payne. 
Sunday School: Mrs. T. B. Ethrid~e. Cicero Powell and Woodrow 

J one:;. 
Education: E. C. MotTis, Emmett McDuffie and C. H. Moore. 
\\'oman's Wot·k: Mrs. \\'. H. Gray, Sr., M~. Flos.•ie Holland and 

Mrs. E. C. Morri>. 
On motion, we hear devotional t·eport. (See Report.) 
)Joderator extended to :~ny visitn•· from other cht·istian organi

zations a mo:<t cordial welcome. Brn. Thompson from Meth~dist 
church. 

On motion, Moderatot· appoint ordaining council , which was as fol· 
low:<: Rev. Emmett McDuffie, Rev. J~>e Frank Smith and Rev. J . B. 
Langfo1·d. 

On motion, tl·is body goeE on reeo.·d as approving tl:e commihee 
formerly appt•oved by the quarterly cnnference for the .purpose of 
pt·eparing Ordination Certificates fot· troije having certificates is~<ued 
by t he Benj. Randall Conference. Th~: signature of this committee 
and the j;eal of the Georgia Union Assot•iation stamped there on. 

On motion, this body voted to re!E-t' bnck to Mt. .Ararat Church 
the case of licensing ~ro. Spurgeon Jonet. 

On motion. next session convene with Double Branch Church. 

, 
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On motion, Bro. Manse Cason is to pr~ach lntroductor·y Se1·mon. 
B1-o. W. H. Gray, Jr., as alternat<!. 

On motion, we adjourn until !J:SO A. 1\f. Fl"iday. 

F RIDAY MORNING 

The body having suPI! seve1-nl ~on~t;;. prayer "·a~ ,.,ffered by Bro. 
C. B. Moore. 

De\·oti'nnal by l\lod!'l'lltOI', rl!lldin ..: ~th chapter. I Job1, dwelling 
upon the greatness of the lov<! of our Lord and the love we ha,·e for 
God and our brethren: if we l::lve that love withln cs. Keepin~t peace· 
ful wilh all mankind. 

Moderator called for i\tinistel"ial Certificates. 
On motion, Moderator appointed Bros. J. C. Smith and 0. V. 

Smith to read Certificates. 
On motion, Ministerial reports t•eJld before body, approval was 

tabled and reports given to Committee on State of Churches and Char
acter of Ministers, ·to be brought in with their report. 

On motion, Mission Bolii'9 again 1!.-:.?nted power to work o~tt some 
plan to put into use the money we now hwe in mis~ion treasury. 

Ernest .J. Barker reporte~ mi~sion board had called one meeting, 
but all members not bcin~ pre~ent, no plans were decided upon. 

On motion, no committee ~hall be elected to make a report upon 
Missio~. Christian Education, or a~· other report whe1·e the1-e ill a 
s t=ding committee, whose duty it !<hall be t.Q. report to thi!' body. 

On motion, regular order of busine•<> ~;u~pended and miscellaneous 
taken up. · 

On motion, Bro. W. H. Noble ws~ t·e-elected to executive hoard. 
(See Board.) 

On motion, Bro. G. W. Noble was elected to succeed B1'0. W. W. 
Hobbs. Bro. Manse Cason eleded to surceed Bro. J. W. Fordham. (de· 
cea~ed.) 

At tl:is point orde1· of busineRs • ca~cd and ti'e song, "Pearly 
White City'' was sung in tribute to Bro. Fot·dham. 

On motion, Bro. J. C. Smith re-elected to superannuation board, 
and Bro. Joe Frank Smith elected to ;:ucceed Rev. J . L. Poston, who 
is not With the Free W(ll Baptist any longer. 

On motion, we have 600 Minutes printed. 
On motion, we pay clerk $10.00 llJid Moderator $5.00. 
On motion, any and all obituaries rrepared and brought in with 

church letters shall be printed. 
On motion, we adjourn until 1 :SO P. M. 

F RIDAY AFI'ERNOON 

The song, "Anywhere is Home" wns f.ung by boJy. Praye1· by Bro. 
Sellers. Devotional by Moderdtor, reading 103rd Psalm. No comment. 

On motion, Moderator appointed delegate.s to various AssociR
tions u follows: 

, 
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Chattabochee:Rev. Joe F . Smith and Rev. G. W. Noble. 
South ~orgia: Rev. Joe F. Smith and Rev. Manae Cason. 
l,;nion : Bros. W. R. Langford and Rev. SpUTgeon Jones. 
)fidway: Bros. W. R. Langford and J . T. Bartlett. 
Martin: llros. Emmett Long and W. L. Amer son. 

6 

State Association: Bros. W. R. Langford, Ernest J. Barker, Rev. 
J. D. Payne and Rev. Charlie Bartlett. 

' Little River anil Nortb Florida: By Minutes. 
~ational Association: W. R. Langford. 
On motion, we prepare letter to St:ltc Assodation and send $5.00 

as ent.ntnce fee, $5.00 as entrnnce fc! to National Association, $5.00 
each for Superannuation, Foreign Mio~:;lon, Home Mission and Educa
tion. 

On motion, we have printed in our minutes the Constitution of 
the ::\ational Association. 

On motion, we suspend miscellaneous business and take up busi
ne~s of regular order. 

)foderator called for various committee reports. On motion. 
chairman of each committe!.' shall re:1d report. 

Report on Woman's Work r·ead, adopted and committee released. 
(See Report.) 

Rep01i on Education,• Temperance, Finance and Sunday School 
were r·ead, adopted and committees re!eased. (See Reports.) 

!'\ext session of the Sunday School Convention convenes with Lib
el'tr Crape! Church in Macon on 1st Sunday in September, 1949. 

Bro. W. L. Amerson made a repo!"t on the S. S. Convention. Lib· 
erty Chapel Ch111'ch won the attendance banner and Little River 
(Rheba) won the program banner. Ti'<· attendance of the 1948 ses
sion was' the largest of any held. 

Rev. E. C. Morris gave to the body a report of the progress made 
and some of the plans of the future towards the establishment of an 
tncampment for our young people. Some 10 or 11 acres was given 
to t~e State of Free Will Baptists lllod then the board of trustees 
have pledged themselves for almost enough to buy a strip of land 
bordering this given to the State. The tract of land lies Eallt or 
Highway 41, ai(out 5 miles North from Ashburn. 

The Moderator recognized and ext<:r.ded to Rev. J. R. Hunt a wei· 
come to this body. . 

The report of the committee on St:\te of Churches and Charac!ter 
of Mini~ters read, adopted and committee released. (See Report.) 

On motion, petitionary letter !rom Singe1·s Chapel ChJrch in Cor· 
dele was approved, thereby becoming a member of this body. Dele
gate~ as follows: were seater!. Bro~. Jim Bridges and Bill Parker. 

On motion, tl:is body nges all to ~uppol't the encampment move
I'Hmt ~piritually and financially. 

The Moderator made note of the fact that two very young dele
gates (one 14 and the other 15) were with us transacting businus 
fr< :n :lh. Ararat Chyrch. 

I 



<. 

G F.fFTY - FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION 

An offering was taken / or W. W. Potter in the amount of $23.90, 
who has been seriously ilt 

An offering in the amount of ·s2'U5 was taken for the General 
Promotional Work. 

On motion. we ~nwe to Liberty Chapel Church a ris ing ,·ote of 
thank~ fo1· the entertainment and hospitality ~hown aJI dtn: inl! th is 
session. 

On motion, Clerk prepare manuscrapl fo1· lll'eS~ wit hout beinl! react 
before borly. ha,•ing printed. 

Next ~ssion of the Quaa-terly Cr.nfercnce Convenes wi th Mt. 
Ararat Church on October 30 a nd Sl, 1948. 

On motion, we adjou111 to meet with Double Branch Church, on 
Thur:<day before second Sunday in Octobe1·, 19,1!1. 

REV. J.D. PAYNE, Moderator, 
ERNEST J . BARKER. Clerk & Tt·eas. 

ORDAINE!) MINISTERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES 

Elder Neal H. Parrish ........ : ........... --···· .. ··-·-···-·- .. Hahira. Ga. 
Elder Emmett McDuffie, 240 '1.1 Bail~y Ave. --.... - ......... Macon, Ga. 
Elder N. R. Sull~van -·-·-·-""'\ ....... ...... __ ..:... _ P~nehm-,;t, Ga. 
Elder G. C. Sullivan -·-----......... _,_, __ .. ____ , ___ Pmehurst. Ga. 
Elder Gliarles McCarthy ~----:-r---....... ;_.. ................. Empire, Ga. 
Elder J. F. Smith _ ........ - .... : ................ ,..c -·-----·--.. - Eastman. Ga. 
Eldea· J. B. Langford ... _,~ ... , ........ ..!.=-·----·-·-·-----· Pinehur>'t. Ga. 
Elder .J. D. payne, 240 Bailey Av$!. - ............ ~ ............. ____ Macon,, Ga. 
Elde1· J . W. Hightower, 124 Grady St. ------~-............. _· Macon, Ga. 
Elder W. H. Gray, Jr., 253 Bowden St. --~-~·--·-· .... .Mac.on, Ga. 
Elder Mans e Cason ---·-·---..... ___ : ____ ·-·- Seville. Ga. 

LICENSED MIN ISTERS AND TliErR ADDRESSES 

Elder Henry E. Bridges --.. ·-·--.. ------------.. Montrose, Ga. 
Elder W. 0. Knigl•ton ____ .................. __ , ___ . ---.. - Cochran, Ga. 
Elder Cl:arlie Bat·tlett - .. --.-........ _ .. ____ Cordele. Ga. 
Elder Charlie Knott ..... ----·-·-- .... --------... - ........... __ Cordele, Ga. 
Elder Spurgeon Jones - .......... -... • ........... Ea~tman, Ga. 
Eldet· W. L. Golden - ......................... -·-·---- Ea~tmnn, Ga. 
Elder G. W. Noble, 838C Warner1Driv-; ........................ Warner Robins, Ga. 

:>\1\lES OF MINfSTERS. P RESENT AT TlfiS SESSIOX 

Elde1· Emmett McDuffie, 240'h Baile:1 Ave. ----·---.... Macon, Ga. 
Elder J. W. Hightower, 124 Gt·ady St. ·-·---.... ·----~ Macon, Ga. _.,.. 
Elder N. R. Sullivan .... --.................... . ... Pinehurst, Ga. 
Elder J. F. Smith ............. ___ .. _____ ....................... .... Eastman, Ga. 
Elder· J. B. Langford .... ___ Pinehurst, Ga. 
Elder J. D. Payne, 240 Bailey Ave. Macon, Ga. 
Elder W. H. Gray, Jr., 253 Bowden St. Macon, Ga. -

I 
I 

GEORGIA .UNION ASSOCIATIQN 7 

Elder Manse Cason - -- Seville, Ga. 
Elder Charlie Bartlett .................... Cordele, Ga. 
Elder Spurgeon Jones ---... -........................ Eastman, Ga. 
Elder G. W. Noble, 8~8C Warner Driv<> ·-·--· Warner Robins, Ga. 

FINANCE REPORT 

We, you1· Finance Committee find a balance of $8.62 in treas-
lll'Y of Associational purposes, with other funds as follows: . 
Bal11nce on hand f~r Associatl onal purposes _ _ _ _ , _ __ $8.62 
From churches this session ---·-·-·-.. --........ _ . _____ 88.00 

TOTAL ..... - ................................... _ .... _, -----............................ __ $96.62 
Balance on hand for Educational fund .... - ........... $25.75 
From churches this session ... - .................................... ____ 8.00 

TOTAL ------............... $33.75 
Balance on hand Superannuated fund ·- ............... ___ ____ , _____ $17.05 
From church this session ........ - - ........... . ................ __ 10.00 

TOTAL .................... -~- ........................... ---~-- $.27.05 
Balance of Evangelistic fund ......................... .. ................ __ $14.50 
From churcl:es this session -·--.. - ................. _________ , ....... .. 

TOTAL ·----·---.................. _. ..---.. - · .. ·-·-- $14.50 
Balance Orphanage fllnd ... ·---........... $5.00 
From churches this session ~------· ............. ______ .... _~·-

TOTAL ------·- ...... _ ... _,_ ....... _____ - ........... _ $5.00 

CICERO POWELL, 
B. I. JOHNSON, 
W. L. AMERSON. 

COMMITTEE ON STATE OF CHURCHES AND 
CHARACTER OF MJNJSTE;RS 

We your committee make the following report. That Singers 
Chapel be accepJed in the Georgia Union Association and that aU min
istea·s found in oa·der. 

W. H. NOBLE, Chairman. 

TEMPERANCE REPORT .· 
We, your committee on 1'emperanre, ask all ministel's to teach 

and preach, tha-t oil should abstain fr:mt the very appearance of evil, 
and worldly lust, and be temperate in all things. Live as tr'Ue chris
tians should live, having more love and christian fellowship for each 
other. That the church as a whole, practice temperance in every way 
possible, and be led by the spirit of Uae Lord. · 

MRS. JOHN F. ROSS, Chairman. 

I 
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RE PORT ON EDUCATION 

Realizi.ng that Education is pow<Jt' and inspires confidence. we, 
yoUT committee reconnnend that we all strive to attain a highet· stand
ard of christian• education for ail and especially for our ministry and 
church leaders. 1 . 

Since it is impossible for a stream to rise higher than the fountam 
head, it is also recognized that our denomination cannot rise l:ilrher 
than the ministers as leader~. We wo!lld especially t•ecommend and 
urge that all out· ministers take advantage of all the educational op
portunities available in order to improve theh· ministry and that they 
especially take the admonition the apo!.ple Paul offered Timotp:v as 
recorded in 2 Tim. 2:15, "StU'jy to show thy self approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ash'lmed, 1·igbUy dividing the word 
of truth." 

'Ve Jurthet· urge our young ministers to take training in our 
Bible colleg.e when ever possible, and that we all support out· Bible 
college with our prayers and means. 

REV. E. C. MORRIS, Chairman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT 

We. your committee on Sanda~• school, are very proll'd t.o team that 
several churchs are having Sunday school in which we are very thank
ful of, because we do believe in teaching our young people the wore: 
of Je!'US, our precious Savior . . We are thankful for the progress that. 
we haYe made in our Sund~ £chool anti we pray that the wot·k will 
continue throughout the ages to come. We wi~h trat all churches 
would hl!ve Sunday school · 

~MRS~ T. B. ETHRIDGE. Chait·man. 

WOMAN'S WORK 

, Sinc.e experience has tliught us t !tnt the Woman's Auxiliary fur
nishes a channel of serv:ce for the women of out· churches and that 
such !iervices have' proved of' great value to the cause, we recommend 
that our pastors encoura~e the w~men of this · congregation to orga· 
nize. Where trey are not and. that the churches now having the Auxi· 
liar ies be urged to expand their activities and let others know the 
great benefits- thereof. 

We furthe.r ur~e our women to take an acive part in the futu1·e and 
all our denominational enterprise such as education. Home and For
eign Missions and Sueprannuation, !lls·> in the study of Stewudship 
and leadership. 

MRS. W. H. GRAY, SR., Chairman. 

... 
l N rtl EMOR'\' OF BRO. J. W. FORDHAM 

/ 

Who was called from this world of trouble to rest, from his 
labor, in whom we love and do miss in our church and our community, _.-

\I 
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who was so faithful and !oval to his t·burch and community. Bro. 
.Fordham was only 36 years of age when &Bed to res t. So Bro. Ford· 
ham rest on, it won't be long until we can be together in that home 
eternal with Jesus our precious Savior. 

Wr: tten by a Brother in Love, J 
W. C. POWELL. 

IN MEMORY OF BRO. J: H. OWENS 

Bro. Owens was born F2b. 9th, J8G9, died Nov. lOth. 1947, mak
ing his stay here on earth 78 years. !l rr.onths Pnn on·e day. ffe was 
one of the first members of Antioch "l:urch wt·ich was organized in 
1912. He served !IS Deacon fTom that time u11til the Lord said come up 
higher. 

He has gone but not forgotten, never will his memory fade. 
Sweete~t trollg-hts will <Jver linger around the grave where he is 

laid. 

lair. 

Written by a daughter-in-law. 
MRS BERTHA OWENS. 

rN\MEMORY OF BRO. WALTER WRIGHT 

He is gone but not forgotten, never 'viii his memory fade, 
Sweetest thoughts will ever linger. around the grave where is is 

In a land that is free from sorrow, wrere the weary rest from care, 
Trere will be no sad tomoJTOW, when we gather over there. 
Endless praise to him be given, while the countless ages roll , 
In a mansion up in heaven, that fait· homeland of the soul. 
W1·itten by, SISTER WOODROW JONES. 

IN LOVlNG l\I EMORY OF BRO EVERE'IT EDWARDS 

Bro. Everett Edwards was born May 27th, 1903, died May 28th, 
1948. He l;as gone but not forgotten, Pever· will his memory fade, 
Funeral held at Bethlehem Free 'i\1ill Baptist Church, conducted by 
Rev. J. B. Langford. 

A. precious one from us has gone, A voice we loved is stilled, 
A place is vacant in our home, ~ich never can be filled. 
God in His wisdom has recalled, Tr.e boom his love had given, 
And though the body slumbers here, The soul is safe in Heaven. 

BY S IS'l'ER WOOROW JONES. 

lN ·MEMOR\ OF SISTER ELLA RHODES 

On one May evening, When her ear thly tasks were done, 
God called her to Heaven, To receive the crown she'd won . 
Out of this world, of sorrow and distress--Into another- .· 
"The Heavenly Home", For eternal peach and rest. 
Written by LOLA M. BARK~R. 
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JN MEMORY ·oF GRACE LA WTHORNE 

This is written in loving memory of little Grace Lawthorne, 12 
year-old daughte1· Df Mr. and M11S. Joh.n· Lawthorne, of Finleyson, 
Georgia. God call;d Grace home to be with Him on August 27, 1948. 
Funeral scr\•ices were condl.O'Ctcd by Rev. C. H. Moore at Harmony 
church, Sunday, August 28. She was a member of Double Branch 
church and Sunday school. 

By her pastor REV. C. H. MOORE. 

ARTICLES OF F ~ITH 

1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the Old and ~cw Testa· 
ments were given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible rules 
of faith and practice. 

2. GOD.- There is one living and true God, revealed in nature 
us the Creator of the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom all 
intelligent creatures are .supremely to love, adore, obey. 

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh.; in His divine 
nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The mediator 
between God and man, once c1·ueified, He is now risen and glorified, 
and is our ever present Savio1· and Lord. 

4.· THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Scriptures assign to the Holy 
Spirit all the attributes of God. He i~ the Reprover, Comforter, 

• Guide and Sanctifier of men. ) 

5. THE GOVERNMENT 0~ Gf?D.. God e.x.ercises a wise and 
benevolent providence over air beiny .. nd all things by maintaining 
the constitution and laws o~ na.ture. He also performs special acts 
of grace, .;~ot ot~erwi!\e provided for, as the highest. welfare of man 
Tequires. 

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created innocent, 
but by disobedience fell into s 'state of sin and condemnation. His 
posterity, tl:erefore, i'nherit a fallen -"l~ture (f{ !iuch tendencies that 
all who come 'to years of accountability sin, and become guilty before 
God. 

7. THE WORK. OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His incanla· 
tion, life, sufferings, death and resurrection, effected for all a redemp· 
tion from sin that ls full and free :md is the g~und of salvation 
by faith. 

. 8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The condition; of salvation 
are: 1. Repentance of si'lcere so_rro-r; for sin and hearty renuica
tion of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved committal of one's self to Christ 
as Savior and Lord with purpose to Jove and obey Him in all things. 
In the exercise of saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
freed from the dominion of sin and bet:omes a child of God. 3. Con-

T 
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tinuance in faith and obedience until dl!}th. 

fl. ELECTION. God detennined from the beginning to ~ave 
all who should comply with the condi~ions of salvation. Hence by 
faith in Chri~t men become his elect. 

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is free and 
~elf-cont1·ollFd. ~·jng power to yielll to ·the influence of the truth 
nncl the Spirit. or to res is t them ant! perish. 

11. SALVATIO~ FREE. God rle~ires the ~alvation of all, the 
Oiospel invite~ all. the Holy Spirit ~h·ive~ with all, and wl-osoe\"er 
will muy tome and tnke of the:> wate1· of life f1·eely. 

12. PRESERVERENCE. All believers in Christ, who through 
grace presevere in holiness to the end of life. have promise of eternal 
sa~vation. · 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES, BAPTISM, or tl:e immersion of 
believers in water, and the LORD'S SUPPER, are ordinances to be 
pe1·petuated under the Gospel; FEET WASHING. an ordinance 
teaching h~mility. of universal obligation, and to bt> administered to 
all true believers. 

14. TITHING. God commanded tithes and offerings in the 
Old Testament; Jesus Ch1·ist indo1·se.d it in the Gospel (Matt. 23:23) 
and the apostle Paul said, "Upon the first day of the week Jet every 
one of you lay by him in store a:: God h~th prospered him". (I Cor. 
16:2.) 

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH The divine law requires 
that one day in. !'ev~n pe set apart for s~cular employments and 
amusements, for rest, worship, holy works and activities, and for 
per~onal communion with God. 

16. RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT AND FINAL RETRIBO· 
TION. 'The Scriptures teach tl:e resul'l'ection of all men at the l11st 
day. They that ~ave done good will come forth to the resurrection 
of life, and they t~at have done evil t•nto the resurrection of dam
nation.; then the wicked wi.Jl "sro aw:w into eternal puni~hment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.'' 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted 
the Word of God as our r~>le of faith and practice, we now give 
ourselves to'One an'>ther by the will of God in this solemn covenant. 

We prom'se by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, 
to avoid all appearance of evil, to abste.in from all sinful amusements 
and unholy conformity to t:·e world, from •all sanction of ' the use 
and sale of intoxicating bever&ges and to "provide · things honest in 
the sight of all men." 
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We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference 
to the study of tbe Scriptw·es.' secret pt·ayer, family devotions, and 
social worship; and by self-denial, fatth, and good works, endeavor 
to "grow in g race and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesl1S 
Clu·ist!' 

We will not forget the ussembhng of our:<elves together for 
ch01•ch confe rences; public worship, a11d the obser,•ance of the or
dinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our- ability for 
the support of the church,-of itr poor. and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to a~cept Christian admonition a nd reproof with 
meekness; and to watch over one. a11other in love, endeavoring to 
"keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bonds of peace, to be careful 
of one another's happiness and reputat.ion, and se.ek to strengthen 
the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far 
as we at-e able promote the succes!' of the church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Chris· 
tian obligatil)ns and ent-erprises supreme; counting it our chief 
business in life to extend the influence of Christ in society<; con
stantly pt-aying and toiling thnt the Kingdom of God may come and 
His will be done on earth as it is in heaven: 

To this end we agree to labor for the pt·omotion of educational 
and denominational enterprise~the srppoi·t of Missions, the success 
of Sunday ~chools, and evangelistic effort~ for the salvation of the 
world. And may tl'e God of pe3.fe 5!'-nctify 1:s wl)olly, and pt·eserve 

• Ul' blumeless unto the cominl'{ of our ~ord JesuR Christ. 

BY-LAWS 

Article t. Annual conference shall be annoolly held. 
Art. 2. Every Eflder, Mir.ister ,md Preacher. in good standing, 

and delegates shall d~ly attend. 
Art 3.. If any member i1: the ju•ll~ment Of the conference, shal l 

show anger in his dh~cussion on any subject, l:e sh:~ll 'forfeit his seat 
in thn l conferenc>!. 

Art. 4. No member of t::e annua! conltrence sh:~ll be at liberty 
to withdraw wit hout ' leave of ti-e Moderator. 

A1·t. 5. The conference ~hall alw~oys adjourn by vote. 
Art. 6. T :· ere shall annually be .:1 committee o'f Finance chosen 

to settle with the Trea:.t:rrer and rep?rt to conference. 
AJ't. 7. The officers :~nd r.t:mdin~ cnmmittees ~ hall be entitled to 

seats in the' annua l confere~nce. 
Art. 8. !\o Elder, Minisl-e1·. preactn· or delegate shall, during the 

.;itting of the anntl!ll conference, be at l;bCJ'ty to fill a ny place, as to 
tlreaching or hearing at the stage, only as liberty s hall be granted by 
the conference. 

Art. 9. Conference shall always oren and adjourn hy prayer and 
praise of God. 

A1·t. 10. The minutes of the uonference shall be signed by the 
Moderator and the Clerk. 

--
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As Re,•ised by the 1946 Session at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
From e>..!'ericuce we, the 1:1embe!'5 of' the Free Will Baptist de· 

nomination being regularly bnpti4ed upon n profession of our faith 
in Jesus Chl'ist, :md r~•lizing the ne:essity of a bond of union and 
fellowship among us a s a cburcl:; and to preserve and maintain col'l'e
spondl!llce and coordination with u~. c~, therefore ordain this Consti· 
tU'tion for our better d(,nominution:JI '!'oven1ment. 

ARTICLE I 

Name-This organization ~hall be known as t!-:e National Asso
cia tion of Free Will Baptists of the U•1ired States of America. 

ARTICLE 11 

Pl\rpose-The object and purpose of this organization shall be to 
unify the work of the various bodies composing the National Associa
tion, and to devis.e and execute men«llres for the extension of the 
Kingdom of God in connecti.>n with t~->e various bodies in the A~so· 
ciation, ot· that may hereafter be repi·e~ertted therein. 

ARTICLE IJT 

Composition-This National A~socil'>lion shall be composed of its 
general officers, .the member5 of a ll ;;tanding boards, o1· committees, 
the duly appointed delegates of Free Will Baptist organizations which 
actively promote and support the wol'l> of the Association, and all or
dained ministers and mission:u·ies who l:·elong to general bodies which 
al't' affiliated \Vitb this National As~Qo·iation. 

ARTICLE IV 

Representation-Repre~entntion in the National Association is to 
be by states. Each state associr.t ion s:11.1 J1 be entitled to five delegates 
to be elected from t'·e lnity, regarrlless cf the number of district asl'o
ciations in t he state; but in 1Jdition to the f ive delegates, each state 
shall be entitled to one delegate for e&ch distl'ict association within 
the bounds of District Associat ion. Districts in the state which have 
no state association, and those whose state organizations may not be 
a ffiliated with this body, shall elect ann send their delegates directly 
to the Nationifl Association. 

ARTICLE V 

Fin.ance-Each State Association representing in this body· ~ball 
send the sum of SlO.OO with $5.00 ext'"!! for each District Associa tion 
composing the said State Association or Convention. T h'e district or 
subordinate associations repre~enting dit·ectly, shall send the sum of 
$5.00 with their reports. 

Section 2. The Mocierato~ &nd Clerk shall each be paid an hono· 
r arium of $25.00 annually plu~ their t raveling expenses to and f~om 
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the ~e.·sions of the National A~socia~ion All other expenditures not 
.'ijJecified ht.>rein !'!1all be pHid at the tlil·cction of the body. 

ART ICLE VI 

Discipline-This National Association shall have ·the right. to set
tle any question of discipline. doctrine or practice that may properly 
come befot·e it from any of the bodies <'omposin_g said organization of 
the National Association of the Free W:U B&ptist Church. or act upon 
any appeal that may be made by any body belonging to the National 
Association. Said appeal shall-.11ave bl.!en ~vritten and properly signed 
b~· the constituent body or bodie~. and it.-; decision shall be final. SU'Ch 

· aJlpeals are to come before the~ l'\a~ional A~soci~1tion, afte1· h~ving 
been appealed from the low'!r ·to the,1next higher body. 

Section 2. All appeals coming' before the Nationa l Association 
may be Sl!!ttled in either of tl:e foTiow,in~ ways: (1) By the National 
Al<sociation when sitting in a committ~ as a whole. (2) By a special 
committee whpse report shall be voted on witho~t discussion. 

ARTlCLE; VU 

Officers-The pfficers of this National Association shall consist 
uf a Moderator, and Assistant. M~derator, a Clerk, an Assistant Clerk, 
a Treasurer, and an Execotiv~ Secretatoy, each of whom shall be elect
eel at the closing of ~~~~ regllar session. 

Section 2. Committees, as necessmy, shall be appointed by the 
Chairman, unless otherwise provided fc1·, and shal~ hold office until 
thei1· work is completed, or until tt.eh· ~uccessors are elected. 

AR'I'ICLE \' Ill 

Boards-All standing BQut•ds ishall be composed of five members, 
exclusive of the General Boat'd and the- Board of Trustees of the Ft-ee 
Will Baptist Bible College. Standing Boe.rds include the General 
Board, the Board of Trustees of the Ft·ee Will Baptist College, the 
Fo~eign Mission Board, the Home Mi~,,ion Bourd, tte Free Will Bnp· 
tisl League Boat·d, the Boa!·d of Sup~! annuation, and the Boat'd of 
Literature and Publications. The pet3onnel of each of the foregone, 
exclusive of the General Boa1·d and the Board of Trustees of the Free 
Will Baptist Bible College, siJ::JI be el:!cteq as follows, tJ·. e fi1·st named 
for a term of one year, the second for a term of two yeat·s, the third 
fm· a term of three years, t!Je fourth for a term of four years and 
the fifth for a term of five yea1·s. Succession to office tr.ereaiter 
shall be determined as order requires. 

Section 2. Th~ personnel of the General Board shall be compo~e<l 
of the genet-a! of!icetrs of tl;e National Association and the chairman 
of eac.h of the following Boards. The Foreign Mission Board, the 
Home Mission Boat'd, th~ Free Will Baptist League Board, the Board 
of Superannu::ttion, and the Board of Publications ~nd Literature. 
There shall also be elected by the National Body one member f rom 
each affiliated State Association and one member from eacl< affiliated 
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association compt·ising one or more than one state. The President of 
t.he National Woman'!< Auxili>!I'V Convc1:tion and the p1·esident of the 
National Suncluy Sehool Conv~nt;on ~hall be e~ ·officio member~ of 
the Board. 

The term of office of tl-o~(' cho>"n -:;·ithin ~;l•n St!lt e As~ociutions 
~hall be of two year:;; and so con~tiluh!rl that the expiration of the 
term of offi . e of those re~iclinr ea~t of the M'ssissippi River ~hnll 
alternate with thoFe residing wes t of tl·e Mis.sissippi. 

Section 3. The Genet·al Bmll'd "ra!l h:n·e p()weJ· to >tct in behalf 
of, and fo1· the National Assoc:ation f!·om one regtl'lar se~si on to :m
otheJ·. and shall al:<o have power to dect such officer~ as may be 
neces~a 1·y for its own govemment. :.no to carry out the plan~ and 
unrlertaking!' of the Naqonal Association. 

Section .J. The Gent>ral Board shall j,ave powe1· to fill irregular 
va<.>ancies that may occur in it~ o",' body. and shall also have power to 
f'll a11~· irregular vacancies th:Jt may l'ccur in any depntment of the 
work between session:<~ of th~ Nntional Association. It shall be the 
duty of U is BoRrd to 11111ke wl'itletl t•eports of 11ll its work to each 
vnn~· al session of the A~sociation. 

Section 5. T!-e General Board r.hall organize at its own discre
tion for the promotion of the \\'Ork l'et forth in si'!ction three anrl fout· 
of this article. Tt is unile1·st 1od that :on Exectl'tive Commmittee con
si~t'ng of seven members shall be elected by th~ General Board from 
among it~ membeJ·ship. who3e duty il ~rail be to act on· all matters 
coming within the ~cope of the work of the Board \vhen raid General 
Board is not in session. 

Section 6: The dutie:; of tt e vario1.a standing Boards shall be to 
plan a prol!'ram and ~uper,>ise ilF operation in t>eir respe : tive fit>lds. 
T hey shall organize themselves and J'P~ulute their work as may be
come necessary, and :!l' may be found :n harmony with the pr:nciple~ 
and tenets of the N'ntional AF~ociation. 

ARTICI, E IX 

A Board of Tru~tees of not 'less tlam nine members nor more. than 

fifteen s::all be elected by the National Association and charged with 
the responsibil 'ly of - e~tablisl1ing, organizing, controlling and opeJ-at· 
ing a Free Will B>:ptist Bible College ill tl:e city of Nashville, of the 
state of Tennessee. lt i~ pr:>vided, hO\'/eVCJ', ttat the first Boat•d of 
Tru!'tees shall be comp<'!'ed of nine mer.~bers, who shall be c~ssified 
and elected in groups of 3's as follows: The terms of office of the 
first th ree named shall e~pire July 15, 1946; the terms of office of the 
~econd three named shall expire July 15, 1948; and the terms of office 
of the last three named shaiJ expire July 15, 1950. Succe"ssors in of
fice thereafter shllll be elected biennially in groups of 3's, each !or a 
term of six years, and they shall continue in service until their suc· 
cessors have been chosen. Any trustee mny be re-elected to office 
at the option of the National Association. · 



.. 

16 FIFTY - FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION 

In addition to the origin~! nine tru,tee" prescribed for the Bible 
College, the National Associ:ttion may, at its option, ele~t six others 
to membership on the Board: but they ~l.all be elected, two biennially, 
until six members have been added to the board. These elections shall 
coincide withthe respective biennial elections of the original groups 
of 3's, and shall, in act11a I prnctice, eff~:ct or result in a reclassifica
tion and bienni:tl election of all trustees in groups of 51s. Under this 
option, if elected, trusteE:~ sh11ll be chosen by the National Association 
biennially in groups of 5's, each fot· a term of six years. 

The trustees of the Bible College shall ~ave power to apply for 
and receive a c~.arter of incorporation under the name and style of 
FREE WTLL BAPTI'ST BIBLE COLLEGE of the National A~so
ciation of Ft·ee Will Baptists. It is provided, however, that 'the char
ter of incorporation, as propoSed, shall be approved nnd authorized 
by the National Association l!!'evious to 1ts submission for registra
tion, and that no revision o,· :m,endmort thereafter shall be sought 
wit-hout thl) specific direction of ~he ~!itional Asso_ciation. 

T~e Board of Trustees of 'Hie Bt1il'e College shall also have power 
to organize at 'vill and to cr41ate sucli by-laws as may. be deemed essen
tial for ~ir govet'llnlent and for thl! pontt·ol, administration, and pi'O
mot.ion of the college, consistent with the provision of its charter of 
incorporation and the constitution and regulP.tiom; of the National A!'.
~ocintion. 

ARTICLE X 

The National Association sl:all hold its regulat· meetings annual
ly, beginning Tuesday nigl-t following the second· Sunday in Jdy, and 
remaining in session until b•.1siness ha,; been finished. The place of 
meeting shall be agreed upon while in I'C'gll'lar session; however, where 
a necessity may arise the General BoaHI or its Executive Committee 
may at its disc1·etion change the place of meeting. 

1 -" ARTICLE XI 
Auxiliaries-TI-e Natlonal Wom:m's Auxiliary Con\'cntion and 

the National Sundey School Convention shall be recognized as subordi
nate organizations to the N:1tionnl As~ociation. They shall organize 
at the.ir own discretion, and :·a,•e pow~·· to create and adopt their res
pel'tive constitction and by-Jaw&, and mnintain complete management 
of the work for wl:ich they are constituted. The scope and char.tcter 
of the work of these organizations shall conform to the general pro
gram and promotional plans of the A£s<X'iation. They shall report 
theit· accomplishments annually to tl:c National Association. 

ARTICLE XII ) 

Should necessity arise, from wa1·, or pesti_lence, or an{.. cause 
which prevents a reg11lar meeting whether such a condition is of a 
local or general condition, then the General Board shall be privileged 

, 
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to call and· llct witb -full 1lntnority in aU ·matters pertaining- to the 
general welfare of the National Association and the Church ·as a whole, 
providing whatever transactions passed shall be by a two-third vote 
of the full membershlp of the said Genera( Board, providing that'such 
tra~sactions shall ~ot conflict with the purpose, and edicts of the 
Constitution as set forth in the preceding articles. 

ARTICLE Xlll 

This Constitution may b~; amended or altered at any regular 
session of the National Association by a two-thirds vote of members 
present, provided proposed amendment or alteration be presented in 
writing to the body one day in advance. 

.· 

I 
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