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SIXTY-THIRD ANNUAL SESION 1 

EXECUTIVE BOARD, THEIR CHURCH AND ADDRESS 

W. H. Nobles, Pine Level ···-····- ······-····-· ····-·-·- - · ...... Chesterr Ga. 

T. B. Ethridge, Double Branches ···-- ... . .............. -··-··- ...... Unadilla, Ga. 

Lewis Clark, Pleasant Hill ········--··--· ...... --···-·-·------··- Cordele, Ga. 

John F. Ross, New Ebenezer, ........ ·-----······--- ... - ................... Cochran, Ga. 

E. J. Baker, Christian Hill ········---· --........................... _. Rochelle, Ga. 

MISSION BOARD AND THEIR ADDRESS 

Rev. W. L. Amerson .................................... ·-··-·---··· ·· ..... ... Chester, Ga. 

John F. Ross -----·-·-··-·----··----·-----······ ___ Cochran, Ga. 

E. J. Ba.rker ------------·-······-··-··---.. ---- ... - -·----· Rochelle, Ga. 

Rev. Charles Clark, 307-20th One East . . . . .... .. . . _ ·-···--· Cordele, Ga. 

SUPERAJ\TNUATlON BOARD AND THEIR ADDRESSES 

E. E. Parker,. Jr . .. _ :--__________ ----------------- -··· Dudley, Ga. , 
W. H. Nobles - -------·---------···---...... _ _ Chester, Ga. 

Sherman D. Jones --------·- - ···---------- --··-·-- Cochran, Ga. 

EDUCATION BOARD AND THEIR ADDRESSES 

W. W. Hobbs ---·· ·--------------- Vienna, Ga. 

Rev. W. L. Amerson ----··--------- ·-····---··--- Chester, Ga: 

-- L. E. Leonard, 4308 Trammell Ave., ·-·4<0···--·····-----.------ Macon, Ga. 

I 
ORDAINING COUNCTL 

Rev. Spurgeon Jones ---·· .. ----------····-- ·--·-··- EastJnan, Ga. 

Rev. W. L. Amerson --------··---------------- Chester, Ga. 

Rev. Charles Clark ------·----------·- ··-------- Cordele, Ga. 
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/ 
ORDER OF CHURCH RUSINESS MEETING 

1. Call to order by Moderator 
2. Open meeting with prayer 
3. Invite visiting brethren to seats 
4. Read and adopt minutes of last meeting 
5. Call for acknowledgements, and matters of dealings 

6. Report of Deacons 
7. Reports of committees 
8. Unfinished business 
9. New business 

10. Miscellaneol!S business 
11. Appointment of committees 
12. Adjournment 

.ORDER OF AM'\1U¥- CONFERENCE BUSINESS 

1. Call to order by Mod.eratOr 
2. eall for corresponding letters from churches 
3. Read the letters, comBlete the roll 
4. Call for petitionary letters 
4. Introduce v.isiting brethren and adn)it them to honorary seats 
6. Call for corresponding messengers from other bodies 
7. Appoint various committees 
8. Select place for holding next session 
9. Call for ministerial and all other conference reports 

10. Call for reports of committees 
11. Call for ordinances and consecrations 
12. Call for miscellaneous business 
13. Elect all officers 

-' 
14. Adjourn ~ 

PROCEEDINGS --
The sixty-second annual session of the Georgia Union Association 

of Free Will Baptists convened with Liberty Chapel Church in Macon, 
Georgia Thursday, October 10, 1957. 

-
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THURSDAY MOR~G 
Opened by singing "When The Morning Comes". Bro. T. B. Ethridge 

led the singing. Bro. Charles Clark conducted a short devotional reading 
from Phillipians, 4th Chapter. 

Moderator spoke on the government of our business and church 
sessions, and read the Church Coven_ant and by-laws. 

Bro. Hoyt Findley selected to preach the introductory sermon. Bro. 
Findley brought out several good points in his sermon. He used Ephsisans 
2:1-4. 

TIIURSDA Y AFTERNOON 

After enjoying a very good lunch with barbeque: the body recon­
vened and opened by singing "Near The Cross". Prayer was offered by 
Bro. E. C. Morris. Moderator read Isaiah 41:10, commented on the types 
o~ fear that confronts men today. The fear of God in the knowledge of 
Hun or the fear that man faces without God. Pbillipians 2:1-4. 

Called to order by Moderator . 
Prayer offered by Bro. Elmer Leonard. 
Call for letters from varioll$ churches. 
Motion carried for chair to appoint letter readers. Bro. Eugene 

Parker and Bro. Chales Clark. 
Read letters and completed the roll. 

DELEGATES AND CHURCHES­

ANTIOCH-

BAY SPRINGS- Bro. and Sis. Joel Butler, Bro. and Sis. Howard 
Faircloth. 

BLUE SPRINGS-Bro. and Sis. James Johnson, Sis. Willie Barron. 

DOUBLE BRANqH- Bro. T. B. Ethridge and R. H. Holmes, Bro. 
a~d Sis. T. M. Sangster. 

LIBERTY CHAPEL- Sisters Billie Mae Leonard and H. P. Shi. 

NEW EBENEZER- Sisters Winnie Mae Warren and Della Ros~. : 

PINE LEVEL- Bro. and Sis. Prentice Bennett, Bro. G. -G. Lang, 
Nick .Rozar. 

PLEASANT HILL- Bro. and Sis:W. W. Hobbs, Bros. James Yawn 
C. W . Hobbs, Horace Hobbe., Bro. and Sis. J . L. Clark. ' 
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QUARTERLY CONFERENCE- Bro. Henry t;:Tobles. ' 

MT. ARARAT- Bro. H. C. Wood. Sisters Oletha Barentine, John 
Linder and Tannie Peacock. 

LITTLE BETHEL- Bros. W. C. Powell, Oscar Collins, Eugene Par. 
ker, T. L. Bryant and Alton Mullis. 

BETHLEHEM- Sisll•rs Christine Perry. Annie White, Jewel Boken· 
hagen, Shirley Calhoun. 

CHRISTIAN HILL- Bro. ;md Si1'. W. J . Parramore. Bro. and Sis. 
E. J . Barker. 

Motion carried to accept letters and seat lhe delegates. 

Call for petitionary letters. 
One received fre~ Sunday 'school Convention. 

Call for visiting broth~1·s. 
-\ . ' 

Responding we1·e Sis. WIU'l'en from First Baptist of Warner Robins 
and Sis. Nobles from White Oaks of Macon. ... 

Call !or C011·espondir}g messenge1·. Bro. Georgia Nobles from Chat­
tahoochie, Rev. E. C. 1\fol'ris from _ State· Association. Si.s. Morris' from 
Little River. 

Appoint D: C. 

Motion carried fo!' chalr to appoint D. C. Bro. Prentice Bennett. 
Bro. J ohn Cannon, Bro. Willie Hobbs. 

On vote - next session to go lo Pine Level (see cover). 

Motion carried to adopt the report of D; C. and relieve committee. 

Motlon carried io; bod.v to r·ccognlze Bro. Morris and to give him 
time to present the State work. · 

Motion carried l.f9r chair to excuse two commitees in order for 
them to function. 

Bro. Morris states tll<lt he has been promotional secretary f~ine 
years. The work has been progressing vey nicely. The State as a whole 
ha.s been responding very well. Over $5,000.00 has been donated. Double 
Branches is en tep in ;;~r capita gi ving followed py Mt. Ararat. New 
Ebenezer. Ch1·istian Hill , Pine Level are on the junior honor roll. Bro. 
Morris suggests that each church could support the Unified Program 
in several ways, but said lhe best way was by setting aside lOo/o or 20% 
of the regular offering. -
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Motion carried to elect a Funds Commjttee and to carry their report 
in all subsequent Minutes. Bro. T. B. Ethridge, Charles Clark and E. C. 
Roland. 

Motiori carried to adjourn until 9:30 Friday morning. 

THURSDAY NIGHT 

Services were opened by singing several hymns. Prayer offered by 
Rev. L . S. Anthony. 

Bro. W. L . Amerson used as a message text John 6:15-21. The 
message was well delivered and the exhortation was worthy of consider­
ing and giving heed thereto. At the elose o! the message Bro. Henry 
Nobles gave the benediction. 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

The session reco nvened by singing "At The Cross''. Prayer offered 
by Bro. Nick Rozar. Moderator read Romans 12:9 for a scripture lesson. 

Call for committee reports. 

Motion carried to adopt reports of Suggestion and Temperence Com­
mittees. 

Motion carried to enter into miscellaneous business. 

Motion carried to print 400 Minutes. 

Motion carried to give clerk authority to make any necessary changes. 

Motion carried to pay clerk $25.00 and Moderator $15.00. 

Motion carried for choir to appoint delegates to State Association. 
'11l:e following were appointed: Bros. W. H. Nobles, E. L. Long, W. W. 
Hobbs. Send fee ot $20.00. 

Bros. T. B. 'Ethridge and E. L. Long selected to act on our C~p 
Committee. 

Motion carried for chair to appoint Mes.sengers to sister associatioru~. 
TO: Little River- South Georgia, Rev. Charles Clark. 

National Association, Bro. E. J. Barker. 

All other Associations by Minutes. 
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Motitm caJTiNl fv•· A->1>ociation to pay $50.00 on ex-pense of delegate. 

Motion carried io1· each church to raise what they can and forward 
to Associ:lt ion. <Ck rk or Moderatot·) 

NominatJO!ll> ;n ordct fot' members of Ordaining Council. The fol­
lowing were nomulatl.'d and elected: Rev. Spurgeon Jones for one year 
;:.nd Bro. Cha l lt.'; C lars fo1· three years. 

MoUon carrld to t.li!Ct Bro, E. E. Parker to Mission Board. 

Motion carried to recommend Bro. Charles Clark in place of Bro. 
Emmett McDuffie on State Board Qf Education. 

-. 
Motion carded t" 11..-l.un:r.cnd B1u. W. L. Am~rson be retained to 

State Mission Board. 

Motion calTied to retuin Bro. Sherman Jones to Superannuation 
Board . • 

Motion carried to 1·ctoin BYo. E. J . Barker to Executive Board. 

Motion canied to t~cccpt •·esignation of Bro. W. W. Hobbs from · 
Executive Board. 

Nomination in order to replace him. Bro. Lewis Clark nominated 
and elected. 

Motion carried to recommend Bro. E. J . Barker to Board of Trustees 
of Camp Mt. aethel. 

Bro. Charles Clark seJected to preacl1 introductory sermon at next 
session. Bro. Nick Rozar, alternate. 

Mblion carried ior s.s. T .I1I. Silngsler to replace Sis. Lucy P~e 
as Field Worker in o'l-&anizm: and wol'i<ing with Women's Auxiliary. 

Motion carried to give B··o. Morris the stand for the preaching hour. 
Offering taken in amount of $29.25. -

Bro. Morrts used Matt. 12:24-:iO as a scriptwe lesson. He read the 
three words "while men slept··. as <> tc.xt. He reminded us of the sleep 
into which Fre WUJ Bapt.ssts have !allen. lie tells us of the age of the 
Free Will Baptists in Ge01·gia and North Carolina. One Association in 
North Carolina hus celebroted its 21 Oth session. Concerning the sleep, 
we have lo!>l more churd1es and memb,·rs than we have on the rolls to­
day. The devil and his cohol'tes have sowed seed, none good, among 
Free Will Baptists. All of which tend to retard or hold back our move­
ment, among them nre indifference, discot·d, unsound doctrines, World· 
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liness. He pleads with us to wake up and learn and do the truth. Wake 
up, get up a.nd light up. 

FRIDAY EVENING 

Opened by singing "More About Jesus". Prayer offered by Bro. 
Elbert Powell. 

Motion carried to take up regular order of business. 

Call for committees. The following reported: Sunday School, Edu­
cation, Women's Auxiliary, Funds and Finance. Reports adopted and 
committees relieved (see reports). 

Proposed changes in by-laws, constition, rules for ordaining and rules 
for licensing ministers, were read for second time before the body 

Bro. George Nobles asks to be excused from the body. 

Objections raised as to the credibility of the phrase, "Open to the 
Public", in the rules for ordination. 

Bro. Elbet::t Powell suggests that the place in question should be 
left up to the candidate. 

Motion carried to delet~ the words "open to the public" from the 
above proposals. (See rules for Ordaining Ministers). 

Motion carried to accept the report of Mission Board treasurer. (see 
reports.} 

, Motion carried to accept report of State of Churches and Character 
of Ministers Committee. 

Bro. W. W. Hobbs mentioned some irregularities during the . past 
Associational year. He makes the statement that in h is opinion our Asso-
ciatio~al body is out of order. · 

Bro. Amerson and Bro. Barker make pleas for us to consider all 
angles and strive all the more for unity. 

Motion carried for the body to accept the action of the Executive 
Board during the last year, including the appointment of! Bro. Charles 
Clark to the Mission Treasurer until the Association convened. 

Motion carried to exbmd a rising vote of thanks to Liberty dapel 
for entertaining the session. 
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Motion carried for Bro. N. R. Sullivan to act instead of Bro. Spur­
geon Jones in the hearing of Bro. Nick R~zar. 

Call for election of officers. (See cover of Minutes) ' 
' 

Motion carried to recess in order for Ordaining Council to act. 

Moti_gn carried to adopt report of Coundl. (see reports. ) 

Motion carried to adjourn to meet with Pine Level Church near. 
Chester, Ga. on Thursday and Friday before the second Sunday in 
October, 1958. 

REV. W. L. AMERSON, Moderator 

SHERMAN D. JONES, Clerk-Trea. 

/ ' 

--
r 
! 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS AND THETR ADDRESSE 

Elder N. R. Sullivan, R.F.D. 1 . ···----·· Unadilla, Ga. 

Elder J . F. Smith ·---···· ·--·--····· Eastman, Ga. 
Elder Charlie Bartlett -------,--·---~----··--·- Cordele, Ga. 
Elder N. H. Parrish ------------·----- Waycross, Ga. 
Elder W. r.;. Amerson ·---~- ·-··-·--- Chester, Ga. 
Elder Spurgeon Jones ··---·-·-- ····--·--··-·······--· Eastman, Ga. 
Elder V. L. Pritchett ---···--·-··- ·----···-·----·-- Eastman, Ga. 
Elder Charles Olark ···-··-·-···-·- ------·-··--·-···-···- Cordele, Ga. 
Elder Elbert Powell --···-·-·- ·--·····---- -·····-·-·--·- Chester, Ga. 
Elder Hoyt Findlay ··--··-------··--········-- Warner Robins, Ga. 

LICENSED MINISTERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES 

Rev. Charlie Knott --·- ··--- --····---·-·-··---···- Cordele, Ga. 
Rev. James Goodroe ···---·------· ·----
Rev. N.ick Rozar ····-·-------·-·-------·- ··- Chester, Ga. 

MINISTERS 'PRESENT AT THTS SESSION 

Elder N. R. Sullivan ----- Unadilla, Ga. 

1 Elder W. L. Amerson ------ - ·-- ··--···-····-·- Chester, Ga. 
Elder Charles Clark ---·--··-··-·--·-··-·-·- Cordele, Ga. 
Elder Elbert Powell ----··----······---··-····- Chester, Ga 
Elder Hoyt Findlay --····--··-·-······-·-·-··-·· Warner Robins, Ga. 
Rev. Charlie Knott ----·--- Cordele, Ga. 
Rev. James Goodroe ·····-------···· 
Rev. Nick Rozar ----··-··-- - Chester, Ga. 

: 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Funds Commitue 

We, y ow· committee. beg to make the following report: That the 
churches -send their entrance fees according to their membership and 
this outline-

Membership - I - 25 

25- 50 

.... - .. _ Free Will Offering. 

··-·- ·--··$ 7.50 

50 - 100 _ _ . _., ... - ·-··-- 10.00 

100- 125. 

125- UP 
-. 

.... . .. 15.00 

···-·- 20.00 

) 

NOTE: The above figures to be carried each year. 
\ E. C. ROLAND, Chairman 

Women's Auxiliary 

We, your committee, beg to report: The watchword for the Auxiliary . 
is "Laboring Together with God''. This means we are God's missionaries 
and as such we-should be worlting wit)l God to· furtherl His kingdom's 
work on earth. We are sorry to hear t hat some of, our churches do not 
have an Auxiliary. We w•ge the ehurches t.o organize. 

MRS. T. M. SANGSTER, Chairman 

Temperance 

We, your corru:nW.ee, beg to report: We think temperance should be 
taugh~ in the homes and schools as well as in cb~rches and our dea,.cons 
and lay members w~ch and be more temperate in all things and Jive 
it each day. 

H. C. WOOD, Chairman -
Suggestions 

We, your committee, beg to report: The pastors and deacons should 
encourage our members to put forth more effort to bring Christ to the 
world by more prayer service and teaching of the Gospel in unity and 
love. 

R. H. HOLMES, Chairman 

I 
I 

I 
-
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Sunday School 

We, your committee, beg to report: We see the Sunday School as an 
important service toward t}le education of our people. We feel no church 
would be complete without a Sunday School. We feel that every pastor 
should encourage every church to work together with him to promote 
classes for every age. If our parents would carry their children to Sun. 
day School, instead of sending them, they would know what they are 
being taught and we would have more in attendance. Our Sunday 
School is one of the strongeit arms of our church since most of our Chris­
tians come through the Sunday School. We urge everyone in our Com­
munity to attend a Sunday School. 

NICK ROZAR.: Chairman 

Education 

We, your commit tee, beg to report: Realizing that education is one 
of the greater phase of th~ many causes facing the church today. We 
recommend that our p reacher be better prepared in education and 
ask that all churches support the Unified Program. To do this all our 

, churches, children and adults, will get more benefit from the cause we 
are ·working for. Without support of each individual this cannot be ac­
complished. 

T. B. ETErnaDGE, Chairman 

Stat~ of Churches and Characu, of Ministers 

We, your committee, beg to report: Annual Ministerial Certificates 
were prepared and submitted by four ministers, whereas, the church 
letters list ten ord.ained and licensed ministers. 

It is found that Bev. H. F . Lloyd obtained his letter of dismission 
frem Beulah Springs Church more than twelve (12) months ago and 
it has not been placed with any other church, neither has he been to 
Beulah Springs Church requesting re-instatement. On the basis of the 
above, Bro. Lloyd is not in good standing, ·• 

It has been determined that Pine Level and New Ebenezer 'Churches 
are b eing served by a pastor who does not hold membership in this 
Association. . 

With the above exceptions, so far as we have determined, all other 
churches and ministers are in good standing. · 

ERNEST J. BARKER, Chairman 

I 
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Ordaining Cotmdl 

We, the Ordaining Council find Bro. James Goodroe and Bro. Nick 
Rozar in agreement wilh the commands of the Gospel according to the 
Bible and the Free WiU Baptist Doctrine. 

We recommend to this body that they be granted license to preach 
the Gospel f~r one (1) year. 

REV. CHARLES CLARK 
REV. W. L. AMERSON 
REV. N. R. SULLIVAN 

Finance 

We, your committee, find: 12 churches Quarterly Conference and 
the Sunday &:hool Convention reporting. 

Churches __ ,__ $122.50 
Quarterly Conlerence .. 10.00 

Sunday Scho~';;;:;;u~-~--- ·: .. ~-----~... !~:~~ 
TOTAL _, __ _ • $160.50 

NOTE: Error on the part of the Clerk concerning Pine Level caused 
a r&nd to Pine Level of $5.00. 

W ~ C. POWELL, Chairman 

Mission T r~asurl'r 

I, your Mission Treasurer, submit: In treasury when transfered to 
me, $282.61; 

Expenses ~temized: Chairs ·- ... $ 92.77 
Piano Payments __ _ __ 108.80 

Mission Work .. -~---- 30.00 

Total - ···--- - $231.57 

BALANCE .. --$51.04 " 

REV. CHARLES CLARK, Missiori Treas. 

-
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE BIBLE-The scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were by 
inspiration of God, and are our infallable rules of Faith and Practice. 

2. GOD-There is one Jiving and true God, revealed in nature as the 
Creator of the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son and Hqly 
Ghost, yet pS one God, illfinitely wise and good, whom all intelligent 
creatures are supremely to love, adore, obey. 

3. CHRIST-Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature 
truly God, in his nature truly man. The mediator between God and man, 
one crucified. He is now risen and glorified. and is our present Savior and 
Lord. 

4. THE HOLY SPffilT-The scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the 
attributes of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter, Guide and Sanctifier 
of men. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD-God exert'ises a wise and benevolent. 
providence over all beings and all things by maintaining the constitution 
and laws of nature. He also performs special acts of grace, not otherwise 
provided for, as the highest welfare of man requirese . 

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MPm-Man was created innocent, but by 
disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity there­
fore, inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come to years 

, of accountability, sin, and become guilty before God. 

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST- The Son of God by His incarnation, life, 
sufferings, death and resurrection, effected for all a redemption from sin 
that is fuU and. free is the ground of salvation by faith. 

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION-The conditions of salvation are: 1. 
Repentance of sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it. 2. 
Faith of the unswerved commital of one's self to Christ as Savior and 
Lord with purpose to love ru1d obey His in all things. In the exercise of 
saving faith with the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit freed from dom­
ination of sin and become a child of God. 3. Continuance in faith and 
obedience until death·. ,., 

9. ELECTION-God determined from the beginning to save all who 
should comply with the condition of salvation. Hence by faith in Christ, 
men became His elect. 

10. FREEDOM OF WILL-The human will is free and self-controlled 
having power to yield to the influence. of the truth and. the spirit, or to 
resist them and perish. 
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11. SALVATION FREE-God dc.."ires the salvation of aJI, the Gospel 
invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may come 
and take of' the water o{ life freely . 

12. PERSEVERANCE-All believers in Christ, who through grace pre­
serve in holiness to the end of life. have promise of eternal salvation. 

13. GOSPEL QRDfNANCES-Baptism, or the immersion of believers 
in water and the Lords Supper are ordinances to be perpetuated under 
the Gos~el ; Feet Washing, and ordin;mce teaching humility, of universal 
obligation, and to be adi]linistered to all true believers. 

14. TITHINGS-God commanded t ithes and offerings in the Old Testa­
ment ; Jesus Christ endorses it in Gospel (Matt. 23 :23) and the Apostle 
Paul said, "upon the firsl day of .he week let every one of you lay by 
him in store as God hath pros~_ered him'' (I Cor. 16:2). 

15. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH-The divine law requires that one day 
in sl!ven be set apart for secular employments and amusements, for rest, 
worship, Holy works and as:tivities, and {or .Personal communion with God. 

16. RE!SURRECTION, JUDGEMENT AND FINAL RETRIBUTION -
The Scriptures teach the resw:rection of all men of the· last day. They 
that have done good will come forth to· the .resurrection of life, and they 
lhat have done evil unto the resurrecion of damnation; then the wicked 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and adopted the word 
of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one an­
other by the wiD of God in this solemn covenant. 

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things and to 
abstain from appearances of evil, to sustain from all sinful amusements 
and unholy conformity to the world from all sanction of the use and sale 
of intoxicating beverages and "t oprovide things honest ifll the sight of 
all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the 
study of the Scripture, secret prayer, family devoions, and social worship; 
and by seli-denial, faith and good works, endeavor to "grow in grace and 
the knowledge of our Lord and ~avior, J esus Christ." 

We will not forsake the assembd.ing ot ourselves together for church 
conferences; public worship and the observance of the ordinances of the 

, Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability fr the support of the 
church, of its poor and all its benevlent work. 

We agree to accept Christian adominition and reproof with meekness ; 
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the unity of 
the Spirit" in the bonds of peace. oo be careful of one another's happiness 
and reputation, and to seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the a.fflict­
ed, admonish he erring, and so far as we are able promoe the success of 
the church and of the gospeL 

We will everywhere hold Christian principles sacred and Christian ob· 
ligations and enterprises supreme: counting it our chief business in life 
to extend the influence of Christ in society; consantly praying and toiling 
tb!'t the Kingdom of God may come and his will be done on. earth. as it 
is in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational an·d 
denominational enterprises; the support of missions, the success of Sun­
day Schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the world. And 
may the God of Peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless un­
to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. · 

' 
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BY-LAWS 
REVISED VERSION 

Article 1. Annual conferences shall be annually held. 

Article 2. Every Elder, Minister, Deacon and Board member in good 
standing and delegates shall duly attend. 

Article 3. If any member in the judgment of the conference shall 

Article 4. 

Article 5. 
Article 6. 

Article 7. 

Article 8. 

show anger in his discussion on any subject, shall forfeit 
his seat in the conference. 

No mem~r of the anl'lual conference shall be at liberty to 
withdraw without leave of the moderator. 

The conf~nce shall· always adjourn by vote. 
There shall annuallly be a committee of finance chosen to 
settle with \}le treasurer and report to the conference. 

The offj~ers and standing coinmitteees shalJ be entitled to 
seats in annual conference. 

No Elde.r, l-1inister, Deaco.n, Board member or delegate 
shall, dll!'ing the sitting o. fthe annual conference, be at­
liberty to fill any place, as to preaching or hearing at the 
stage, only as liberty shall be granted by the conference. 

Article 9. Conference shall always open and adjourn by Prayer and 
Praise of God. 

Article 10. The minutes of the conference shall be signed by the mod. 
erator and clerk. 

Article 11. The moderator shall read or bave read the by-laws and 
the churcr covenant at the open,i.ng of business sessior: 
annually. 

Article 12. All cl:turch clerks shall furnish moderator a list of 1dele· 
gates 15 days prior to convening of each annual session. 
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CONSTITIJTION 
llEVlSE.D VEllSION 

Article 1. This yearly meeting or association shall be called the Geor­
gia Union Association and shall be composed of such regu­
larly organized and disciplined Free Will Baptist churches 
ahd Quarterly meetings, conveniently located, as may em­
body themselves under this constitution. 

Article 2. The conference of this body or association shall consist of 
Ministers., Deacons and Board members in good standing 
and delegates from the several churches and the quarterly 
meetings of which it is composed, aU of whom shall have 
voting power. Every quarterly meeting with 500 members 
or less shall be entitled to one delegate and quarterly 
meetings with more than 500 members shall be entitled 
to one delegate plus one delegate for each additional 500 
members or .traction thereof. Every church with 50 mem­
bers or less shall be entitled to three (3) delegates, and 
churches with more than 50 members shall be entitled to 
three (3) delegates, plus two (2) for each additional 50 
members or fraction hereof. 

Article 3. The officers of this yearly meeting or association shall be 
~ clerk and treasurer, moderator, vice moderator and a 
mission treasurer, who shall be chosen at the close of every 
session of the yearly meeting or association, and whose 
term of office shall begin immediately following adjourn­
ment of each annual session. 

Article 4. Any well organized and well regulated Free Will Baptist 
church or quarterly meeting as conform to the practices 
and adopt the doctrines of the Free Will Baptist denomin. 

... ation, as published in the Treatise of their faith, and in the 
minutes of the national association. and one in favor of aU 
benevolent enterprise of the denomination may at· any 
time on application by two-thirds vote of this body, be­
come a member thereof. 

Article 5. This yearly meeting or association shall have power to 
disclipine the churches· of which it is composed and to 
exclude them for disorderly work, if labor proves unsuc­
cessful, but in no case to reverse their decisi6n nor inter­
fere with any of their internal regulations. ' 

I 
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Article 

Article 

Article 
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6. The sessions of this yearly meeting or association shall be 
held on Thursday and Friday before the second Sunday in 
October, at which time it shall be the duty o,f the churches 
and quarterly meeting of which this yearly meeting or 
association is composed, to represent themselves by le-t ter 
and delegates and report their standings. pro.>pecls and 
statistics, at which time the association shall act upon such 
questions and topics as may be referred to it by its respec­
tive churches and quarterly meetings nnd transact such 
other business not repunant to this constitution or to the 
practices of the denomi nation as in its judgment may pro­
mote the cause of Christ and the interests of the churches 
and quarterly conferer.ces within the limits of this yearly 
meeting or association. 

7. This yearly meeting or association shall have power to 
adopt any regulations or by-laws, not consistant with this 
constituion, which IDiiY be deemed essen:ial to the further 
regulatiorf)>f its session. 

8. This constil'\l!on shall not be changed or altered except by 
two-thirds majo,rlty of all members present at a regular 
session. All proposed amendments shall be in writing and 
shall be read in open session during first! day, then lie on 
table until second day, read for second time in open ses. 
sion prior to being considered. 

RULES FOR ORDINATION OF MINISTERS 
ltEVISED VEI\SlON' 

1. Applicants shall bear license for not lessthan one (1) year. 

2. Be calle4 to one (1) or more churches, except that evidence b~ 
shown whei.'eas the applicant can be useful in evangelistic work. 

3. Applicant shall be examined by the ordaining council, who having 
been duly elected by the association to which they hold member­
ship. Examination shall be held at a Quarterly meeting ox; the 

~ annual associ3.!ion w~ile in session. 

4. Applicant shall ~eet the qualilications as laid down in the scrip­
tures of the ol dand new testaments. Measure up to the standards 
of Free Will Baptists and our church covenant, of which bavtrbeen 
adopted by this body. 

5. These rules may be changed and re-written only by a two-thirds 
majority of those voting :for a. change by the Georgia Union As-
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sociation. The same shall be carried in the minutes of the Georgia 
Union Association of Free Will Baptists. 

RULES FOR LICENSING MINISTERS 
llEVJSED VEllSlON 

1. Applicant must be recommended by the church he is a member. 

2. Applicant shall be examined at the quarterly meeting or annual 
association while in session by the ordaining council, who having 
been duly elected by the annual association. 

3. Approved license shall carry the names of all three council mem­
bers and the seal of the Georgia Union Association of Free Will 
Baptists. 

4. Applicant shall meet the qualifications as laid down in the scrip­
tures of the old and new testamt>.nts, measure up to the standard 
of the Treaties of the National Association of Free Will Baptists and 
our church covenant, of which have been adpted by this body. 

5. These rules may be changed and re.written only b)y a two-thirds 
majority of those voting at a regular session of Georgia Union As· 
sociation . 

--
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SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGE 

Opened session by singing "I'm not ashamed". 

Bro. T. B. Etheridge led siagL'1g. Prayer by Bro. L. S. Anthony. Presi­
dent selects Bro. L. S. Anthony, Bro. Elbert Powell and Bro. V. L. Prit­
chett to act as judge or the Program~. The following Sunday schools pre· 
sented programs, Bethleh,;m, Rcbie :md Dot:ble Branches. 

After enjoying the noon hour WP m~~ in the hou<>e and opened by sing­
ing, "Everybody will be happy:• Prayer by Bro. J. F . Ross. Old minutes 
read and adopted. President makes ]he report for the delegation to the 
State Sunday School convention whiC'h mt-t with ' he church near Brook­
field, Ga. in Tift County. 

Call for delegates to State convention to be held with the youth camp 
near Ashburn, Ga. Preside1~l appoi.,nts the off:cers of our convention along 
witil Bro. Joel Butler, Bro. John Ross. Bro. Howard Faircloth and Bro. 
Elbert Powell. 

Tl!e President cites the need of our superintendents and teachers to go 
to a school, to be held at some' centrelly located church, in our bounds, 
to learn better teachlng and adminis~ering methods. This has worked to· 
a great benefit in some of o1.1.r sister conventions. 

Motion carried for each Sunday School to bring $5.00 to next conven­
tion toward carrying on our convention work. 

Motion carried tc petition our associ3t!on to c.arry our minutes in the 
associational minutes. Secretary to carry or send this letter to association. 

Next session to be held with Bay Springs on 1st Sunday in September, 
1958. ' 

Nominations in order for new ofiicers. The following Bros. nominated 
and e)ected. Henry Nobbs, President, Herman Sullivan, Vice.Presi(ient, 
Johnnie Knowles, Secretary and E. J . Barker, Assistant Secretary. 

A rising vote of thanks to outgoing ollicers for a job weU done. 

A rising vole of thanks to Mt. Aruat church lor ent.ertaining the con­
vention. 

Attendence pins were awarded to the following: Helen Smith, Mt. Ara­
rat; Ann Etheridge and Gloria Dwtaway, Double Branches; Sandy, Janet. 
and Sheman Jones, Little Bethel; Clark Helms, Marguerite Martin, Nor­
ma Jean and Ernest Barker, Christian Hill. 

Business esssion adjourns. 

l 
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The following Sunday Schools presented programs. Christian Hill, Pine 
Level, Bay Springs and Mt. Ararat. 

Christian Hill wiru banner for auendence with 86.03%. 

Double Branches wins banner for best program. 

Offering laken1in amount of $20.26 

Balance 5.76 
26.02 

Banners 9.00 
$17.02 

Associational fee $10.00 

Balance $7.02 

E. E. Parker, President. 

Sherman D. Jones, Secretary. 

I 



• 

_, 

_, 
I 

CHURCHES 

Antioch 

Bay Springs 

Bethlehem 

Beulah Springs 

Christian Hill 

Double Branches 

Liberty Chapel 

Little Bethel 

Mt. ·Aararat 

CLERJCS and 
ADDRESSES 

Mrs. 
Rte. 

Owens 
Ga. 

H. D. Faircloth 
Rte. 4, Eastman, Ga. 

Mrs. Christine Perry 
Rte. 1, Cordele, Ga. 

Mrs. G. R. Maddox 
Montrose, Ga. 

E. J. Barker 
i':'lchelle, Ga. 

Herman Sullivan 
Rte. 1, Pinehurst, Ga. 

Mrs. H. P. Shi 
3085 Columbus Road 
Macon, Ga. 

PASTORS and 
ADDRESSES 

?.ev . W. H. Horne 
Donualdsonville, Ga. 

Rev. Hoyt Findley 
Warner Robins, Ga. 

Rev. Charles Clark 
Cordele, Ga. 

Rev. Elbert Powell 
Chester, Ga. 

Rev. Hoyt Findley 
Warner Robins. Ga. 

Rev. W. L . Amerson 
Chester, Ga. 

E. E. Parker Rev. Elbert Powell 
Dudli!y, Ga. Chester, Ga .. 

Miss Oletha Barrentine Rev. J . B. Lumpkin 
Rte. 3, Eastll'\an, Ga. Howard, Ga. 

2 

2A 

1-3 

1·3 

1·3 

1·3 

John F . Cannon Rev. L. S. Anthony 
2
.
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Donald Self Rev. L. E. Anthony 
C'hester, Ga. Thomaston, Ga. 

Pine Level 
1·3 

2·4 
J llmes Yawn 
R'e 2. Cordele, Ga. 

Pleasant Hill 
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