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The Ninth Annual Session of the Hopewell Association of Freewnll Baptlct -

. convened with the church in Christ, ate’Noms Chapel Indian Territory, on
' . Wednesday night, July 22, 1903 :
- The introductory sermon was preached by Bro. L.S. Llsenby _Text: Be not
decexved God is.not mocked. - Gal. 67 'Dismissed to meet Thursday morning
at g o'clock sharp. “ ' S o

.- Met persuant to’ adjournment. Reading of 13th chapter of Proverbs by Bro.
A. J. E. Barton, moderator; prayer by W. M. Coggins. Called to order by the'.
moderator, the clerk being present; went into the election of officers for the next
R year which resulted in the election of Bros. J. H. Wheeler, moderator; W. M: -Cog-
- gins, assistant moderator; T. R. Kampplam clerk; W, j Bro“n assistant clerk;
~ G. W. Hanks, Jr., treasurer. :
; : I Letter from Norris chapel read and adopted delegatcs, ‘H. S. Standifer
Yoo andGJJ. Stephens, '
' 2 Letter from Bethany church read :md adopted deleg'\tes T. S. Burns

. " and James Carrel; Sr.

H y 3 <Letter from Hopewell church read and 1dopted delegates, James w.
Griffin and. W S. Hodgins: . - - ~

y 4 Letter from Union Grove read and’ adoptcd delegate, B F. Hudson

v o 5 Letter from Foster ch'\pel read and adoptcd delegates, Fclxx Fox and Joe
. Langford.

6 Letter from ¥ rlendshlp church read and adopted: delegate, J. N, Caton
/ " 7 A petitionary letter. from Mount Pleasant church read and adoptcd dc]c-
T gate, E, H. Byrd. . e ’ : .
Motion and second that we receive Rev. T H. ‘Collinsworth as our mission-
" ary of the Southwestern Freewill Baptist Convention. Carried. :
A cordial invitation was extended to all \lSltln"’ brethren® 1nd sisters.
. Committee on Divine Services:—H. Standifer, G. W. Hanks and Jim ‘Standi-
fer. Report of committee: Bro. Collinsworth to precach at 11 o'clock, followed by
v Bro. Jim Standifer, : : -
Motion and second to.adjourn; carned Prayer by Bro. Finch.

\ ' -~ " Thursday Evening. ,
s Met persuant to adjournment. Evening lesson Psalms 48.' - Prm'cr by, Bro.
Coggins. . =~ = : :
Cominittee on Finance: A. J. E. Baxton ] F. St md\fcl and] L. Coker.
Sabbath School Committee: L. S. Lisenby, B. F. Hudson and j"xmeb Carrel,
Sr. ‘ : T .
Committee on Obituary: T. S. Burns, G: W. Rose and J..T. Butler.
Committee on Temperance: T. H. Collms“mth J. N. Caton wndT S. onwn )
Committee on Covenant: G. J. Rose, T. F. Jackson and J. L. Col\er.
Committee on Resolutions:” James \,"V.L Gl'ifﬁn, W. 8. nodgins :md T. T
Jackson. : S
Treasurer's Report: We find our treasurer has paxd to hcn‘e missions’ z~‘9 00;
for minutes §13 0o; on hand at present $4.45. : :
Motion and second that we have a committeé on education and periodicals;
carried. Committee: A. J. E. Barton, T. S. Burns and T. H. Collinsworth,
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‘\’(mon and second to adjoum to meet hlda) morning at 9 0 clock sharp.
Prayer by Bro. A. J. E. Barton. i

Friday ‘\.[ornmg

Met persuantto adjournment Services opened by moderator. Lesson first
Psalms. Prayer by moderator. Roll called and absentees marked.

Motion and second that we amend the seventh Rule of Order so as. to read,
no one shall speak more than twice on any subject and not longer than five:
minutes without special leave of the moderator. i

Motion and second that we adopt the Constitution of Article 1 of the mmutes
of the association held at Norris Chapel in 1899.

Motion and second that we receive the report of the committee on temperancc
carried. . : : : :

Report as follows: + We, your comn'ttce xecommend truceless and ‘uncom-
promising hostility to the manufacture, sale.and use of alcholic beverages in any
and all forms.~ We regard the policy of using. Government license for the pur-
pose of carrying on the licenry traffic as a sin against God and a dishonor’ to our |
people. . It is our opinion that we should; by all legitimate means, oppose license
traffic in county, state and nation. No one should be retained in fellowship of the
Freewill Baptist church who engages in the manufacture or sale of alcholic liquor,
or who invests his money in the manufacture or sale, or rents his_property "to. be .
used for the traffic of same. No church should retain any member who drinks

- mtoxxcatmg liquors.as a beverage or visits saloons for the purpose of such in. -

dulgence. T. H. Collinsworth, F, B. Finch and T. S. Burns committee. )
We, your committee on obituary, beg leave to- submit the following_ report: -
We find since the last sitting of the Hopewell Association that it has pleased Al-

-mighty God to call from our midst one of our beloved brothers, W. P, Cooksie, of

Hopewell church; also one of our beloved sisters, Addie Shock, of Norris Chapel

. church. Be it resolved, that this association extend its sincere sympathy to. the .

beloved famllles and fnends of disceased. T.S. Burns, chm. committee,

Report of committee on Sunday Schools: - We, your committee, beg leave to
report as follows: We believe it the duty of all pastors to assist in carrying, on
Sabbath schools at each place of worship, so as to advance the cause 'of Christ
and to keep our children in the way of truth and point out to them the law of

vod. L. S. Lisenby, chairman.

There being nothing before the body, a motion and second to adjourn to
meet at'3 o clock p. m., carried, Prayer by Bro. Finch,

Divine services at 11 o'clock, a. m. , by Bro. W. M. Coggins, followed by Bro. "
Gmn a brother Missionary Baptist. Text: Titus 2nd chapt. 11th and 12th v.

Friday Evening.

Met pcrsuant to adjournmcnt " Services opened by Bro. A. ]. E. Barton by
reading the 2nd chapt. of 1st Peter. Prayer by Bro. T. S. Brown.

Motion and second to recieve the followmg resolution: Be it resolved that

_our treasurer give and take receipts for all money taken in and paid out. -

Motion and second to change the time of the meeting of the association from
July to August, on Wednesday night before the regular appointment. of each

“church at which the association is to be held; motion carried.




Motion and second to hear the report ’of the ministers; carried.

Motion and second to receive the report of Bro. A. J. E. Barton, our home
missionary; motion carried. i 5 :
Motionand second that we receive the rcport of the committee on education;
Camed . : . :
Motion and second that we take up the questlon ‘referred back to thé differ-

ent churches for the division of the association; motion lost.

. There being nothing before the body.. Motion and second to adjoum tomecet
at g o'clock, a. m.” Prayer by Bro. Coker, For divine services Bro. A. J. E. Bar-
ton, followed by Bro. T. H. Collinsworth. “Text: John 3:5.

: ‘Saturday Morning.

Met persuant to adjournment. Mommg lesson read and prayer by Bm
Humphries. Roll called and absentees marked. Minutes read and corrected.

Motion and second that we receive the resolution to send delegates to the
Southwestern Freewill Baptist Convention to be HLéld at Copeville, Texas, on
Thursday night before the fourth Sunday i in Novembcr *1903. Delegé\tes: Bros.
A.J. E. Barton and J. F. Standifer, ~ S

There being no other business, motion and second to ad)oum carried. Pray-
er by Bro. J. F. Standifer. For divine services at 11 o’clock, a. m., Bro." J. L.
Coker, followed by Bro. L. S, Lisenby. Text: l\.athe\v 2nd’ chapter xst and znd v,

, Saturday Evening.

Met persuant to adjournment.” Services opened by  Bro. Hanks rcadmg a_
~lesson; prayer by same. - Roll called and absentees marked.

Report of Committee on Education: ‘W e, your commmee ‘beg our people, as
Freewill Baptists, the importance of educ‘.tlon, we further recommend our brethren
“and ministers to give their service wholly to the Bible and other religious litera-
ture; and we further recommend that our brethren, as much as p0551ble give the
- Free Baptist Visitor, of Coalgate, Ind. Ter., our support. A. J E. Barton, T. H.
Collinsworth and T. S. Burns com. . s

Motion and second that we advise Bro L B. Barns to attach himself to the

~church and call a council for same,

Motion and second that we recieve the report of the committee cmcnant
carried. .

By consent the Association be held at llope\\ ell 'church on \Vednesday mgln
before the 2nd Sun(hy in August, 19o4. Bro. J. F. Standifer elected to pleach
‘the ‘introductory sermon, Bro. A. J. E. Barton alternate. ~

Publishing committee of minutes: Bros. T. S. Burns, W, J. Brown and G. W.
Hanks. Motion and second to have 350 minutes printed; carried.

Committee appointed:by moderator to examine Bro. J. L. Coker as to his

. qualifications for ministerial services:—A.:J. E. Barton, T.. R, Kampplain and T.
H. Collinsworth. Bro. Coker was found worthy and ordained. - R
Motion and second we receive the re')on of the committee on resoluuons
- .carried. _ .

We beg leave to report as follows: Be it Resolved, That we heartily indorse
all that has been presented to this body; and that this body extend to the people
of Norris Chapel their heartfelt thanks for their hospitality and kirndness ,toward
us during our stay with them, ]'\mes W, anﬁn clmum'm A




Report of ﬁnance commlttee We, )oux ‘committee, beg'leave lo make the
following report: we find there is on hand at pxesent for the ensuing year $12.15.
A, J. E. Barton chairman, { .

Yearly report of Rev. T. R. }\ampp]am benmnmﬁ Aug., 1902, ending Aug.,
1903: Traveled 940 miles,. preached Co sermons; couples married, 1; Sunday
schools organized, 2;received in moncy,’ $28.25; additions to church, g.

‘ \ m,sor,u'rm\s ' .

Resolved, That the association receive no letters ﬁ om any church without
deleﬂntes and that of the laity. Also no delegates without letters in due form.

Second. Resolved, That each minister m:}l\e a written report of his minis-

7 terial 1'1b01 at each sitting of thc association.

REPORT oF C()MM[TTFF ON COVENANT.
We, your committee on Covenant beg leave to repoxt thc following as our
church covenant:
1. We believe the union of Christians in a visable church is sanctioned by
the teachings of Christ and the practice of his apostles, and that it is adapted to

. promote piety and increase Christian i'ni‘ﬂuencc.v We do hoxv heartily_ enter into

covenant before God and each other,
2. . We will constantly strive to maintain true piety in our hearts, keep our-

- ‘selves in vital communion with God and commend religion to others, not only in

words, but by means of a devout spirit and holy cxample, always careful of each
other's reputatnon and usefulness.

3. We WIH watch over each otherin the spirit of true charity, seeking to
bear each other’s burdens, assist the needy, strengthen the weak, encourage the

despondent, sympathize with the ‘sorrowful, reprove the erring, win back the stray-

ing to duty, maintain wholesome discipline and receive Christian admonition in
meekness, keep the umty of spirit in the bound of peace, and cheerfully submit to
such regulations as the majority may approve. We will contribute according to

our ability for pastoral support, maintain secret and family - prayer, and aid, by
presence and otherwise, in sustaining public and social worship.

4. We will give an active and consistent support to the great causes that
aim to promote religion. - We will release all sanction. to those worldly amuse-
ments that tend to lessen true piety in ourselves or -weaken Christian’ influence
over others, so that religion be not reproached on our account.. May He who

‘has promised His help enable us to keep this covenant, and grant us grace to be
faithful until He shall gather us unto Himself and crown us with ﬁnal_vxctory,

"RULES OF ORDER. °

1. At every sitting, busmess shall be opencd and closed w1th prayer by the
moderator or whomsoever he may request,

- Ministers present invited to seats are allowed to take part in debaté on
all subJects, but not to vote. :

3. Those who speak shall arise and address the moderator. I’ersonal reﬂec-
tions shall be ‘avoided in all debates.

4. When a motion has been made and seconded and a member opposes its
discussion, the moderator shall put the question; Shall xt be discussed? . If nega-
tive, the question shall be dismissed. /
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3. If any proposition under dcbatc contams two or more points, it shall be

- divided at the request of any member and a vote taken.

6. Mouon made and'lost shall not f)e recorded.

‘7. No one shall speak more than t\ ice on any subject w1thout leave of the
8. All questlons shall be decided by a majority of members present.
9. No one shall absent himself without leave of the moderator

. 10. Minutes'shall be le.lsuu:]) read and corrected, if necessary, before the

close of the association.

. In the sessions of the association arrangements shall be made so as to
h:ue two or more sermons each day, or other equivalent devotional exercises.
The rules of order shall be read fxom the chair immediately after thc
ongamzauon of the association.
13. Alterations may be made in these rulcs at any. regular session of the
association. - —

GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCHES,

The local church is an independent body so far as relates to its own. govern-
ment, the transaction of its own business, the choice of its officers, and the dlscxp-
line of its members. :

Persons who give evidence of piety: are received to membership by a vote: of
the church; and if not bnpuscd on-condition of being baptised. = If objections are

made, they should be stated to the church; j\nd if the objections are judged to- be . '

valid, the ‘candidate should not be received to fellowship, Thc-'ﬁght hand of

fC”O\Vahlp is given to all per sons received by the church. ' '

Persons expelled from sister churches for any cause, or from any chmch for
tmmorality, should not be received, until first giving satisfaction.

Letters of dismission and commenddnon are granted by request to members
in good standing, by vote of the cliurch, on their removal from its limits.. Minis-
ters are received and dismissed by letters, as other members, except ‘when they
come from or. go to other denominations, m which case a council” of ministers
should be called to advise respecting the dction. : .

It is the duty of the church to unite ‘with some :\ssocntlon and’ represcnf
itself rc'rulaxl) by delegates and letters,

’ No person shall be a delegate from a church or other bod) in our denoml-
nation, unless he is a mcmbcr‘of and 1ppcmtcd by the church which he claxms to

.
PERMANENT ORDER OF BUSINESS, .

Introductory sermon.

2. Reading letters,
‘3. Organize by electing officers. .
4. Reading rules of order.- - - 3 N
"5, Call for petitionary letters, ) N
6. Invitation to visiting delegates and bxcthren

7. Appointment of committees —on Divine Service, on Finance, on Sabbath
Schools, on Obituaries, on Temperance, on Resolutions. :

Resolved, That we adopt the Law of the Lord’ s Supper as laid down in thc
minutes of the Center Association. -




CONSTITUTION. )

. We, the members of the Church in Chrxst known as Freewxll Baptists, be-
ing regularly baptized upona professwvl of our faith in Clrist, and convinced
of the necessity of a combination of churches to perpetuate o union and com-
munion among us, and to preserve and maintain a correspondence with each
other, do therefore ordain this Constltutxon for our government as an Associa-
tion: : :

1.. This Assocmtlon shall be composed of all the ordained authornty in. its
- bounds, assisted by the several church clerks and delegates chosen by . each
- church, not to exceed three in number.
2. Letters from the churches are to express numbu‘ in fellu“ slnp, tho

number receiv ed by baptism, by Istter, and by rélationj the number- dismissed

by letter, excluded from the’ fellowslup of the bodv and died, since the associ-
ation.

3. " The members thus chosen shall be-known as the ane\nll Assocmhon
of Freew;ll foptlsr composed of sundry churches in the Indian Territory. The
association:-shall have no power to lord it over God’s heritage nor have any

" ecclesiastical power over the churches, but reserves the rxght to thhdra.v. from .

any chureh that becomes disorderly.

4. The'association shall have a modemtor, clerk and tressurer, ‘who shsll
be chosen by the suffrage of the body. . )

5. Newly constituted churches mny be admitted by pet'tmnary letters.
and if upon examination they are found to be orthodox and orderly they may
be received, the associatinon giving the 1ight hand of fellowship.”

"~ 6., No questions from' any church shall come .under the consideration of

the association uuless it has been discussed in the church asking the question.

7.- Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration
of the association unless it is withdrawn by.-the member who made it

8. The association i$ to endeavor tu furnish the churches with minutes of
the association in proportion to the membership of each chureh, the distribu-
tion being at the.diseretion of the assuciation.

9. The minutes of the association shall be read and corrected if necded, and
signed by the moderator and clerk before the ¢l 'se of the association.

10. Each ordained minister shall be & member of & chureh in the bounds
of the association; and - if he should hold his letter over a period of ‘three
months when opportunities and oonvuuence uu, sff..rded, he shaill 'surrender
his eredentials to the quarterly meeting. L i’

11, Amendments to the Constitution may be mnd» when necessary by a
maJomty of the members present, -

"ARTICLES OF FAITII

1. We believe in the one true and livibg God, the I‘uther, Son and de

ng}lt},] and these three are equal in dxvme essence, power and g]ory Rom. 1:
20, John 1

2. We belxeve the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the writ-
t%nl;\ ords of God and the only infallible rule of faith and pru«,nce. 2 Tim, 3
1

3. We believe God created man good and gnvn him holy commandments
whereby he should live holy, but man voluntarily disobejyed the command-
ments of God, transgressed the law and fell under the the just condemnation
of the same, whexeby all matkind sre sinners, not by constraint but, by choice,
being partakers of the sinful nature attained by the fall, and man is unable to
- ‘save himself with his own power; but we see Jesus for the suffering of death

crowned with glory ; that he by the grnce of God tasted death for every ‘man,
Gen. 1:31; Heb. 3:9. -
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4  We believe that Christ by his ~suffering, death and resurrection pur-

chased our pardon and offered it free to' all on the principles of repentunce to-=
ward . God and faith in our Lord jeuus Christ. fe commands men everywhere -

to repent. Therefore, he saith: *Look'unto'me and be ye saved, all the ends
sof the earth; for I am God zmd there is’ none 0111(‘1 ” -Matt. 4:7; Isa. 45:22;
Acts 20:21; Acts 17:30..
\VL believe that adult persons ‘must: be 1egenerated and bom ot the
quxt if they inherit eternal life. = Juhn 3:3; Row. 5:1,13.0 -
"~ 6. We believe that infants and idiots are saved upon the merits ot the Son
of God, Mat, 19:13-14-15; Mark 10:13-14-16 ; Luke 13:17, 17.
7. We helieve that all Christians :hould persevere in glace -and be Luth-
ful to'the end if they ivherit eternal life; for blessed are they that do His com-

mandments, that they may have a right to the Tres ui Life and enter in thmu .

.the gates of the City. ' Rev. 22:14,
8.. We believe that God in his goodness disp ln)s his power of graee in a

"~ preat degree in culllng and quahf_ymg his servants by teaching of the Holy
_ Ghost and by the instruction of his blessed Word to go forth and proclaim life -
and salvation, and nothing prevents the the sulvation of any but-their stubborn - .

rebellion and sinful refusal to come. - 1 Cor. 12:8; Eph. 3:7; Rev. 22:17.
9. We believe that bnpt.sm aud the washing of saints’ feet, and the Lord’s

supper, and keeping of the Lord’s day holy, and abstainiag from worldly -lusts- -
gnd carnzl carés and to assemble ourselves together is an ornament which pre- -

paves and beautifies the scldier of the cross to march onw ard in the army of
~the Lord. - Mutt, 26:28; _Iuhn 3:45.~ 3

10. We believe thatimmersion is the apostolic mode of baptlsm and that

‘Charist, who is our life,showed this humble exumple to his follox\ ers and bids

©us wul& therein. ]nhn 2:22; Mate- 3:16; Rem, 6:2, 3, 4

11. We believe that none have a nght to bqptxsm only those-- who have a
» living hope in the Lord Jems Christ, an¢ rone have a tight to administer the.
. same only tho"e who are ca]led of (od and come undeér the hands of the preQ-

byteld. :

12, We beheve in the resurrection of f the dead of both the just and the un- .

]ust The resurreetion of the just to glory and immortality in the presence. of
God; the unjust to shame and Dzmhhment from the presence of God. Matt. 25:
3131 lCol.l :45-5; 2 Thess 1:4-11; Rev. 20:10. - - ; )

FORM OF LETTER TO ASSOCIATION, . ‘ .
Indian Territory, County of  ~’i .. 1 We,the Chureh in Christ . .. . to

the Hopewell Associntion of. Freewill’ B‘lptlsm, wheu assembled  with the’

Church in Christ at .. ., .. ... Greeting: We send as delegates from our

c¢hurch Brothers . .. .. whowm we pray you will receive to sit with you and
~aid you in your godly deliber a’uons. (Add statistical report, state of . religion, -

post ofﬁce address; ete.)
T LETTER OF IIIS‘\IISHAL

Th.q is to oexufy thut Brother . . . .. is hereby dlsmlssed in fu]l fellow-» .
ship in'the Church in Christ at.. . . ... und as such we lecommend hlm to
) ‘the fellowshxp of Gud’s people. - Done in- chuxch conference. :

e Clmk : et e ..Modernt_or.
' FORM FOR CHURCH BUSINESS

, Called into conference by Moderator. ) i
Invite visiting brethren to seats in eouncil. = - L
Call for peace of the church. - : C

Invitation for members. R
Reading minutes of last meetmg

B I e

New business. -

‘References.. _ : : . RS
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Bethany ... .JT.RKampplainjW. J. Brown, Sneed, I.  T. | 0] 2.7 2|.0] 0!55
¥riendship . .|A. J. E. Barton|J]. N, Caton, Milo e 0] 3| 0 0! 5 011 -

- Norris Chapel|J. F. Standifer|Sister Lisenby, Provinee ¢ 1| 3} 0! 0] O 015
* Foster Chapel|W. M, Coggins|T. S. Brown, Foster R 0! 4| 1| o| 0! 021
Hopewell .../W. D. Haston{G. W, Young, Folsom * ¢ 1] 0! 0} 4! 0} 369
Union GrovelJ. H. Wheeler|S. W. Hudson, Burneyv. ‘" ¢ 0} 2/ 0! 2§ 1/-0/20
Mt. Pleasant|A.J. E. Barton E. H. Byrd, Newport “oe o000 000 s







