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MINlTTES 
The Ninth Annual Session of the Ho}iewell Association of Freewill Baptist ,--­

convened with the church in Christ, atf N~rris Chapel, Indian Territory, on 
Wednesday nigh!, July 22, 1903. ( · 

The introductory sermon was preached by Bro. LS. Lisenby. Text: Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked. Gal. 6:7. Dismissed to meet Thursday morning 
at 9 o'clock sharp .. 

Met persuant to adjournment. Reading of 13th chapter of Proverbs by Bro. 
A. J. E. Barton, moderator; prayer by W. M. Coggins. Called to order by the 
moderator, the clerk being present; went int6 the election of officers for the· next 
year which resulted in the election of Bros." J. H. Wheeler, moderator; W. M: Cog­
i:'ins, assistant moderator; T. R. Kampplain, clerk; \V. J. Brown, assistant clerk; 
G. V.7• Hanks, Jr., treasurer. -· 

1 Letter from Norris chapel read and adopted: 'delegates, H. S. Standifer 
. and G. J. Stephens. · 

2 Letter from Bethany church read ~tld adopted: delegates, T. s: Burns 
and James Carrel; Sr. 

. 3 <Letter from _Hopewell church read and adopted: · delegates, James W. 
Griffin and.W. S. Hodgins; ·, 

4 Letter from Union Grove read and adopted: delegate, R F. Hudson. 
5 Letter from Foster chapel read and adopted: delegates, Felix Fox and Joe 

Langford: ' · 
6 Letter from Friendship church read and adopted: delegate, J. N. Ca.ton. 

· 7 - A petitionary letter. from l\fount Pleasant church read and adopted: dele-
gate, E. H. Byrd. -·-

Motion and second that we receive Rev. T. H. Collinsworth as our mission­
ary of the Southwestern Freewill Baptist Convention. Carried. _ 

A cordial invitation was extended to all visiting brethren and sisters. 
Committee on Divine Services:-H. Standifer, G. W. Hanks and Jim ·stan'di­

fer. Report of committee: Bro. Collins1vorth to preach at I I o'clock, f~llowed by 
Bro. Jim Standifer, 

Motion and seccn1d to adjourn; carried. Prayer by lko. Finch. 

· Thur~day Evening. 
Met persuant. to adjournment. Evening lesson l'salms 48. -- Prayer by, Bro. 

Coggins. 
Co~inittee on Finance: A. J. E. Barton, J. F. Standifer and J. L. Coker. • 
Sabbath School Committee: L. S. Lisenby, B. F. Hudson and Ja;nes Carrel, 

Sr. 
Committee on Obituary: T. S. Burns, G. W. Rose and J. T.· Butler. 
Committee on Temperance: T. H. Collinsworth, J. N. Caton and T. S. Drowti. 

Committee on Covenant: :·G. J. Rose: 1'. F. Jad:son and J. L. co{er. 
Committee on Resolutions: James \~. ___ Griffin,, \V. S. Hodgins and T. ·F. 

Jackson. 
Treasurer's Report: \Ve find our tre.isurcr has paid to heme missions $9.00; 

for minutes $13 oo; on hand at present $4.45. 
Motion an_d second that we have a comm,ittee on education and periodicals; 

carried. Committee: A. J. E. Barton, T. S. Burns and T. II. Collinsworth. 
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~lotion and seco1id to adjour·n to meet Friday morning at 9 o'clock sharp. 
Prayer by Rro. A. J. E. Barton. 

Friday Morning. 
Met persuant to adjournment. Ser·\:ices opened l.Jy moderator, Lesson first 

Psalms. l'ran:r by moderator. Roll called and absentees marked. 
Motion and second that we amend the se,·enth Rule of Order so as to read, 

no one shall speak more than twice on any subject and · not longer than five 
minutes without special leave of the moderator. 

Motion and second that we adopt the Constitution cif Article I of the minutes 
of the association held at Norris Chapel in 1899. . 

Motion and second that we receive the report of the co.mmittee on teniperance; 
carried. 

Report as follows:• \Ve, your comn:ittee, 1ecommend truceless and uncom­
promising hostility to the manufacture, sale.and use of alcbolic beverages in any 
and all forms. \Ve regard the p~licy of.using Government license (or the pur­
pose of carrying on the licenry traffic as a sin against God and a dishonor· to our· 
peovle. It is our opinion that 'l',e should, by all legitimate means, oppose license 
traffic in· co1inty, state and nation. No one should be ~etained in fellowship of the_ 
Freewill Baptist church who engages in the manufacture or sale of alcholic liquor, 
or who inve.sts his money in the manufacture or sale, or rents his.property to be 
t1sed for the traffic of same. No- church should retain any member who drinks 

- intoxicating liquors as a beverage or ~-isils saloons for the purpose of such in­
dulgence. T. H. Collinsworth, F. B. Finch and T. S. Burns committee. 

\Ye, your committee on obituary, beg leave to submit the following. report: -
We find since the last sitting of the IfoFewell Association that it has pleased Al­
mighty God to call from our midst one o_f our beloved brothers, W. P. Cooksie, of 
Hopewell church; also one of our beloved sisters, Addie Shock, of Norris Chapel 
church. Ile it resolv_ed, that this association extend its sincere sympathy to the 
beloved fami!ie"s and friends of disceased. T. S. Burns, chm. committee. 

Report of committee on Sunday Schools: We, your committee, beg leave to 
report as follows: We believe it the duty of all pastors to assist in carrying; on 
Sabbath schools at each place of worship, so as to advance the cause of Christ 
and to keep our children in the way of truth and point out to them the law of 
God. L. S. Lisenby, chairman. 

There being nothing before the body, a motion and second to adjou~n to 
meet at·3 o'clock p. m., carried. Pray_~r by Bro. Finch, 

Divine services at I I o'clock, a. m., by Bro. W. M. _Coggins, followed by Bro, 
Ginn, a brother Missionary·Baptist. Text: Titus 2nd chapt. I 1th and 12th v. 

Friday· Evening. 
Met persuant to adjournment: Services opened by Bro. A. J. E. Barton by 

reading the 2nd chapt. of ut Peter. .Prayer by Bro. T. S. Brown. 

Motion and second to recieve the f~llowing resolution: Be it resolved that 
. our treasurer give and take receipts for all money taken in and paid out. 

Motion and second to chani:e the time of the meeting of the association from 
July to August, on Wednesday night before the regular appointment of each 

· church at which the association is to be held; motion carried. 
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Motion and second to hear the report :,f the ministers; carried. 
Motion and second to receive the repcirt of Bro. A. J. E. Barton, our home 

missionary; motion carried. . · I~ 
Motion ·and second that we receive thti report of the committee on education; 

cairied. · · 

Motion and second that we take up the question referred back to the differ­
ent churches for the division of the association; motion lost. 

There being nothing b€fore the body .. Motion and second to adjourn to meet 
at 9 o'clock, a. m. ·· Prayer by Bro. Coker .. For divine services Brei. A. J. E. Bar­
ton, followed by Bro. T. H. Collinsworth. · Text; John 3:5. 

Saturday Morning. 
Met persuant to adjournment. Morning lesson read and prayer by ·Bro, 

Humphries. -Roll called and absentees m0

:irkcd. Minutes read and corrected. 
Motion and second that we receive the resolution to send · delegates to the 

Southwestern Freewill Baptist Convention to be lield at Copeville, Texa~. on 
Thursday night before the fourth Sunday in N~vember,· · 1903. Delegates: Bros. 
A.·J. E. Barton and J. F. Standifer. · ' 

There being no other business, motion and second to adjourn carried. Pray-
er by Bro. J. F. Standifer. For di~ine services at I I o'clock, a. m., Bro. J. L. 
Coker, followed by Bro. L. S. Lisenby. Text: Mathew 2nd° chapter 1st and 2nd v. _ 

Saturday Evening. 
Met persuant to adjournment. Services opened by Bro. Hanks reading a_ 

lesson; prayer by same. Roll called and absentees marked. · · · · · 
Report of Committee on Education: ·\Ve, your corr,mittee;beg our people, as 

Freewill Baptists, the importance of education; we further recommend our brethren 
and ministers to give their service wholly to the Bible and other religious litera­
tu_re; and we further recommend that our brethren,. as much as possible, give the 
Free Baptist Visitor, of Coalgate, Incl. Tcr.,.our support. A: J. E. Barton, T. H. 
Collinsworth and T. S. Burns com. · · 

Motion and second that we advise Bro. E. B. Barns to attach himself· to the 
,church and call a council for same. 

Motion and second that we recieve ~he report of the committee co_venant; 
carried. 

By consent the Associ;ition be held at Hopewell church on \Vednesday night 
before the 2nd Sunday in August, 1904. Bro. J. F. Standif'er elected to preach 
the introductory sermon, Bro: A. J. E. Barton alternate. 

Publishing committee of 111inutes: Bros. T. S. Burns, \V. J. Brown andG. \V. 
Hanks. Motion and second to have 350 minutes printed; carried. . 

Committee appointed'by moderator to examine Bro. J. L. Coker as to his 
qualifications for ministerial services:-A.:J. E. Barton, T. R. Kamppfain and T. 
H. Collinsworth. Bro. Coker was foun·d ,i·orthy and ordained. · 

l\lotion irnd second we receive the ·report of the committee on resolutions; , 
carric<l. 

\Ve beg leave to report as follows: Be it Resolved, That we heartily indorse 
all that has been presented to this body; and that this body extend to the people 
of Norris Chapel their heartfelt thanks for: their hospitality and kindness, toward 
us during our stay with them. James \V. Griffin, chainna,n. 

l 
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Report of finance committee: \Ve, :You/ committee, beg leave to make the 
following report: we fin<l there is 011 ha,nd at present for the ensuing year $ I 2. Is.' 

A. J. E. Barton chairman. / 
Yearly report of Rev. ·T. R. KampJ'ilain, !Jeginning Aug., 1902, ending Aug., 

1903: Traveled 940 miles, preached c)o sermons; couples married, I; Sunday 
schools organized, :?;received in money; $28.25; additions to church, 9. 

Rl•:SOLU'TJON8. 

Resolved, That the association rec.eive no letters from any church without 
',lelegates and that of the laity; Also no delegates without letters in due form. 

Second. Resoked, That each minister make a ,~·ritten report of his minis-, . r 
terial labor at each sitting of the association. 

UEPORT OF COl\[JIILTTEJ<; ON COYENANT. 

\Ve, your committee on Covenant, beg leave to report the following as our 
church covenant: · 

1. \Ve believe the union of Christians in a visable church is sanctioned by 
the teachings of Cli'rist and the practice of his apostles, and that it is adapted to 
promote piety ~nd increase Ch~istian f11fluence. \Ve do no,~ heartily_ enter into 
covenant before God and each other. '. 

2. \Ve will constantly strive to maintain true piety in our hearts,· keep our-
'.· selves in vital communion with God and commend religion to others, not only in 

words, but by means of a devout spirit and holy example, always careful of each 
other's reputation and usefulness. 

3; We will ,watch over each other in the spirit of true charity, seeking to 
hear each other's burdens, assist the needy, strengthen the we.:ik, encourage the 
despondent, sympathize with the sorrO\;ful, reprove the erring, win back the stray­
ing to duty, maintai,n wholesome discipline and receive Christian admonition in 
meekness, keep the unity of spirit in the bound of peace, and cheerfully submit to 
such regulations as the majority may approve. We will contribute according to 
our ability for pastoral support, maintain secret and family prayer, and aid, by 
r.resence and otherwise, in sustaining P,ublic and social worship. 

4. We will give an activ_e and consistent support to the great causes that 
,1im to promote religion. \Ve will release all sanction. to those worldly amuse­
ments that tend.to lessen true piety in ourselves or weaken Christian influence 
over others, so that religion be not reproached on our account. May He who 
has promised His l),elp enable us to keep this covenant, and grant us grace to be 
faithful until f-!e shall gather us unto Himself and crown us with final _victory, 

RULES OF ORDER, 

1. At every sitting, business shall be opened and closed with prayer by the 
moderator or whomsoever he m·ay request. 

2. Ministers present invited to seats are allowed to take part in debate on 
all subjects, but n9t ·to vote. 

3. Those wh~ speak shall arise and address the moderator. Person'.'}· reflec• 
_tions shall be avoided in all debates. 

/ 

4. When a motion has been made and seconded and a member opposes its 
d,iscussion, the moderator shall put the question; Shall it be discussed? If nega, 
tiv~, tlie question shall be dismissed. 
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. 5. If any proposition under debate :contains two or more points, it shall be 
.. divided at the request of any member an'-:i a vote taken. 

'6. r.totion· made and·lost shall not fie recorded. 
·7 .• No on·e shall speak more than t,)ice on any subject without leave of the 

moderator. ' 
8. All questions shall be decided by a majority of members present. 
9. No one shall absent himself without leave of the moder;tor. 
10. Minutes shall be le.uurely read and c~rrected, if n~cessary, before the 

close of the association. · 
11. In the sessions cf the associatio~ arrangements' shall be made so as to 

have two or more sermons each day, or otl1er equivalent devotional exercises. 
12. The rules of order shall be read from the chair immediately after the 

organization of the association. .. 
13. Alter,ltion,s may be made in these rules at any regular session of the 

association. 

GOYERNl\lE!'iT OF THK CHURCHES. 

The local church is an independent body so•far as relates to its own govern­
ment, the transacticn of its own business, the choice of. its officers, and the discip-
line of its members. · · 

Persons who give evidence of piety· are received to membership by ~ vote· of 
the church; and if not baptis.ed, on condition of being baptised. If objections ar~ 
made, they sho'uld be statJd to the church; anci if the objections are judged to be 
valid, the candidate should not be received to fellowship. The· right hand of 
fellowship is given to all pe1:so11s rccei1·ed by the cl;urch. · 

Persons expelled from sister churches for any cause, or from any church for 
iii1111oralit)', should not.be recei,·ed, until first gi1·ing satisfaction. 

Letters of dismission and commendation are granted by request to members 
in good standing, by vote of the church, o'n their .removai from its limits. Minis­
ters are received and dismissed by letters, as other members, except ·when they 
<Jonie fron,' or.go to other denominations, i·n which case a council' of ministers 
»hould be called to advise respecting the .ktion. 
• It is the d11ty of the church to i111ite :with some association, and' represent 
itself regularly by delegates and lette~s. 

No person shall be a delegate from a church or other body in our denomi-
11ation, unless he is a mcmber"of and appc_inted by the church 'IVhich he claims to 

represent. 

PERMANENT ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

I. Introductory sermon. 
2. Reading letters. 
3. Organize by electing officers. 
4. Reading rules ot order.• 

· 5. Call for pelitionary letters. 
6. Invit.1tion to v,isiting delegates and brethren. 
7. Appointment of committees-on Divine Service, on Finance, on Sabbath 

Schools, on Obituaries, on_ Temperance, on Resolutions. 
, Resolved, That we adopt the Law of the Lord's Supper 'as laid down in the 

111inutes of the Center Association. 



CONSTITUTION, 

• \Ve, the members of the Church in 9hrist, knovi·n as Freewill Baptbts, be­
ing regularly baptized upon a professio•i of our faith in Christ, and convinced 
of the necessity of a combination of churches to perpetuate a union and com­
munion among us, and to preserve and:maintain a correspondence with each 
other, do therefore ordain this Constitution for our government as an Associa-
floo: · · 

1. This Association shall be composed of all the ordained authority in. its 
bounds, assisted by the several church clerks and d~legates chosen . by each 

· church, not to exceed three in number. 
2. Letters from the churches are to· express number· in fellowship, th11 

number received by bap: is:11, by 1-,ttei·, and by rt:-lation; the ~rnmber· dismissed 
by letter, excluded from the fellowship of the, body, and dieu, since the associ-
ation. · 

3. The members thus chosen shall be known HS the Hopewt•ll Asrnciation 
of Free~vill Baptist, .composed of sundry churches in the Iudian Territory. The 
associaticin•shnll h~ve no power to lord it over God's heritage nm; have any 
ecclesiastical power over the churches, but reserves the right to withdraw from 
any church that b~com'c's disorderly. 

4. The·association shall ha,·e u moderator, dcrk and treasurer, who shdl 
be chosen by the suffrage of the body •. 

5. Newly constituted churches nrny be admitted by peiitionary letters, 
and if upon examination they ure found to be orthodox und ordei ly they may 
be received, the asrncrnti m giring the light hand of fellowship.· 

6. No questions from any church shull come .under the consideration of 
the association uuless it has.been discus~ed in the church u~king the question. 

· 7. Every motion mude and sec~nded shall come 1111der the consideration 
of the association unless-it is withdrawn by the meu{berwho made it: 

8. The association is to endeavor tu furnish the churches with minutes of 
the association in proportion to the nwmber~hip of each church, tlrn distribu• 
tion being at the discrPtion of the aesuciation. 

9. The minutes of the association shall be reud and corrected if necded,and 
signed by the modern tor and clerk bPfore the el >se of the n,sodation. 

-10. Each 01·dained mfoistcr shull be II member of a church in the bounds 
of the association; and if he should hold his letter ovC'r a pe

0

riod ·of 'three 
months when opportunities and convcllien·ce urc ufLrJed, he shall· surrender 
his credentials to the quarterly nrnet.ing. · 

11. Amendments to the C-mstitution may be inade' when necessary by a 
majority of the members present .. 

ARTICLES OF l<'AITII. 

1. We believe in the one true and living Goel, the Fnther, Son and Hdy 
Spirit, and these three are equnl in divine esst>nce, po1,·er and glory. Rom. I: 
20,Jobn 1:1. . · · . 

2. \Ve believe the Scriptures of tlw Old and :'>iew Testllment are. the wri.t­
ten words of God and the only infallible rule of faith a11d prnctice. 2 Tim. 3: 
16-17. ' . 

· 3. We believe God crentPd man good and. gnve him holy commandriH'nts 
_whereby he should live holy, but mnn volnntnrily dirnbe) ed the commimd­
ments of God, transgres~ed the l>tw aud fell under the the jnst condemn11tion 
of the s11n1ti, whereby all mat,kind ure 8innerF, not by <'Ollslr11int but by choice, 
being partnkers of the sinful nnturP attained by the fall, nnd man is umtble .to 
save himself with his own power; but we see Jesu:, for the suffering of death 
crowned with glory ; that he by the grace of God tr1sted dea_th for every m1u1_. 
Gen. 1 :31; Heb. 3:9. · · · · 
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4 We IJelieve tLat Christ by his -silffering, death nnd resurrection pur· 
cba,ed our pardon nnd offered it free to ull on the principles of repe1i1ance to· 
ward.God 1t11d faith in our Lurtl. Je~us Christ.. He cu111111ands men ever~where 
to repent. Therefore, he saith: '·Look ~nto·me and be ye saved, all the ends 

•of the ,0 ,u·th; for I am God and there is·: none other." Matt. 4 :7; I,a. 45 :22; 
Acts 20:21; Acts 17:30. · ' · 

~- · We believe that n<lult persons must be regenerated and born of the 
Spirit if they inherit etei·1,id life. J,,hn 3 :3; Rom._ 5 :1, 13. . · 

6. We beiieve that infants and idiuts are saved upon the merits of·the Son 
of God. l\Iatr l!l:13-14-15; l\Inrk 10:13-14-16; Luke B:l.', 17. 

7. We believe that all Christians should persevere in grace and be faith­
ful to the encl if they inherit eternal life; fo1· blessed are theithat do His com­
mandments, that they may huve a right to the Tree of Life and enter in throu' , 
the gates of the City. Rev. 22:14. · 

8.. We bPlieve that God in his go0dness di~rbys his power of grace ii1 ,a 
gn•nt dPgrt>e in calli1i'g and lJUa"lifying h.is bervants by teaching of the Holy 
_Ghost and by the instruction of his bles,e<l \Vord to go forth and proclaim life 
and snlvatiun, :wd nothing prevent~ the the salvation· of any but th!lir stubborn 
relJP!lion and sinful refu~al to come.· 1 Cs>r.12:S;Eph. 3:7; Rev. 22:17. , 

9. We believe that bnptism, and tlw washing of~aints' feet, and the Lord's 
supper, rind keeping of the t.01•d's day holy, and ,tb5tnining from worldly lusts­
a'nd carnnl c,u·es and to· assPmble our~dve8 t<,gether is au ornnment which 1ire­
pares and beautifies the sddier of tht· cross tu march onward in the army of 

-theLord,-Matt.26:28;John_3:45.-. · · 
1 

10. We bdiere thnt immer8ion is the apostolic mode of baptism and that 
Cl1rist, who is our life, showed this hnmble i--xample to his followers and bids 
us wdk therein. John 3:22; Matt- 3:Hi; Rom. 6 :2, 3, 4, 5. 

11. We befowe that none Iiave a right to baptism only those who have n 
living hope in tho I,urd Jesus Christ, nnd r.one have a_ ·right to administer the 
same only those who are' called of r~od and come under the hands of the pres­
bytery. · .· · , . 

12. We believe in the rPsurrection of the dt•ad <,f both the just a·nd the un­
just. The resurrection of tlie just to glory and immortality in the presence of 
God; tlw unjust to shame and t>anishment from the presence of God. l\Iatt. 25: 
:H-3!; 1.Cor. b :45-5; 2 Theos 1:4-1 l; Rev 20:10. 

FORM OF LETTER TO ASSOCIATION'. 

. Indian Territory, County of· .-~ .. : \Ve, the Church in Christ : .. ,. . to 
the Hop·ew,0 11 Assoeiution o'f. Frl'ewill Baptists, when assemble<l with the· 
Church iu Christ at . . . . . . . . • Greeting: We send as delegates from our 
church Brothers whom we pray yuu ,;vill receive to sit with you a11d · 
aid you in yom· godly deliberations. · (Add atatisticul report, state of religion, 
post office address, Ptc.) · · 

LB:TTER OF lJISl\IISSAL. 

This is to ~ertify that Brother .... '. is herehy dismissed in full fello\\'-' 
ship in•the Church in Christ nt ....•.• and as such we recommend him to 

.the fellowship uf God's people .. Done in church conference . 
. • • . • . Ch1rk. . . , . . Moderator. 

FORl\1 FOR CHURCH BUSINESS. 

1. , Called into conference by Moderator. 
,2. Invite visiting brethren to seats in council. 
3. Call for peace of the church. 
4. Invitation for members. 
S. Reading minutes of last mee_ting. 
6. Refe1·ences .. 
7. Ne,v bu.~iness. 

1111 
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olss Bethany •.. T.RKampplain W. J. Brown, Sneed, I. T. 0 2 7 2.0 
Friendship •. A. J. E. Barton J. N. Caton, Milo " .. 0 3 0 0 5 olu 
Norris Chapel J. F. Standifer Sister Lisenby, Province " " 1 3 0 0 0 o11s 
Foster Chapel W. M. Coggins T. S. Brown, Foster " ·" 0 4 1 0 0 021 
HopeweU •.. W. D. Haston G. W. Young, Folsom " " 1 0 0 4 

013 
69 

Union .Grove J. H. Wheeler S. ·w. Hudson, Burney,·." " lg 2 0 2 I 0 20 
Mt. Pleasant A. J. E. Bart~n E. H. Byrd, Newport " " 0 0 0 0 0 5 




