
• 

. . 

OF THE 

SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THE 
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JANUARY 27, 1979 

AT 
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DIRECTORY 

- MINISTERS -

Knight, Ron, Pastor 
411!1 16th St. A/7-2 
Vero Beach, Fla. 32960 
Phone 562-6311 

Gwinn, Darrell, Pastor 
2681 Sadler I,ane 
Melbourne, Fla. 32901 
Phone 254-6705 

Christian, James L., Pastor 
1502 Cambridge Dr. 
Cocoa, Fla. 32922 
Phone 636-3244 

Allen, Emil R., Pastor 
1335 l'!ontego St. 
Titusville, Fla. 32780 
Phone 267-7053 

Sanford, Melvin, Pastor 
P. 0. Box 72 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 
Phone 269-7542 

Jones, Norlin D., Pastor 
1034 Clearwater Rd. 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32014 

Gray, Charles, Pastor 
817 lf. Highland Dr. 
Cocoa, Fla. 32922 

Fields, James 
.1948 Jefferson Ave. 
Melbourne, Fla. 32901 
Phone 724;-4155 

Foster, James 
4785 Tuscarora Rd. 
Titusville, Fla. 32780 
Phone 267-5927 

Grover Combs 
James Morrison (Licensed) 

- CHURCHES -

First Free Will Baptist 
2196 54th Ave. 
Vero Beach, Fla. 32960 

First Free Will Baptist 
938 Lytton Rd. 
Melbourne, Fla. 32901 

Cocoa Free Will Baptist 
1228 Hendry St. 
Cocoa, Fla. 32922 

First Free Will Baptist 
P. 0. Box 814 
Titusville, Fla. 32780 

First Free Will Baptist 
P. 0. Box 72 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 

Daytona Beach F.W.B. 
1016 Clearwater Rd. 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32014 

First Free Will Baptist 
506 N.E. 6th Ave. & 6th St. 
Okeechobee, Fla. 33472 

- OFFICERS -

HODEHATOR -------------- ,James Cl1ristian --------- Cocoa 

VICE HODERATOR --------- Nelvin Sanford ---------- Scottsmoor 

CLERK-THEASUHER ----,---- Doyle Griffin ----------- Vero Beach 

ASSIST. CLERK-TREAS. --- Nancy Griffin ----------- Vero Beach 
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- NOMINATING COMHITTEE -

James Morrison ------------------------- Melbourne 
John Amburgey -------------------------- Scottsmoor 
Sam Lucky ------------------------------ Vero Beach 

-·HOlliE JIIISSION BOARD-

Dewey North --------- 1 year ----------- Helbourne 
Norlin Jones -------- 2 year ----------- Daytona Beach 
James Foster -------- 3 year ----------- Scottsmoor 

• - CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD -

L. H. Hallum -------- 1 year ----------- Scottsmoor 
Harold Woods -------- 2 year----------- Titusville 
Doyle Griffin ------- 3 year ----------- Vero Beach 

- ORDINATION BOARD -

Dea. Bob Allen --------- 1 year ----------- Scottsmoor 
Rev. Darrell Gwinn----- 2 year -----------'Helbourne 
Rev. Helvin Sanford ---- 3 year ----------- Scottsmoor 
Dea. Arthur Chaffin ---- 4 year ----------- Cocoa 
Rev. Emil Allen-------- 5 year----------- Titusville 

Thomas Dees --------
Gail Rhodes --------
Ruth Karnes --------
Betsy Lucky --------

' 

- CHURCH CLERKS -

Rt. 2, Box 654x 
Okeechobee, Fla. 33472 
203 Kingston Ave. 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 32014 
Rt. 1, Box 1689c 
Cocoa, Fla. 32922 
3706 Atlantic Blvd. 
Vero Beach, Fla. 32960 

Ruby HcClain ~--~~~- 379 Pineda St. 

Joan Hiller --------

Bonnie Amburgey ----

Cocoa, Fla. 32922 
Rt. 4, Box 863 
Orlando, Fla. 32807 
P. 0. Box 171 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 

'Phone 763-4962 

Phone 254-3829 

Phone 567-9525 

Phone 636-6795 

Phone 568-4483 

Phone 269-7993 

- DEACONS OF THE INDIAN RIVER ASSOCIATION -

Paul Francisco -----

Dewey North -------­

Doyle Griffin ------

Sam Lucky ----------

Guy HcClain --------

Roy Hunt -----------

Robert Hogan -------
Robert Allen -------
L. H. Hallum -------

1748 Trimble Rd. 
Helbourne, Fla. 32901 
2220 Dustin Lane 
Helbourne, Fla. 32901 
30 Tanen Ct. 
Vero Beach, Fla. 32960 
3706 Atlantic Blvd. 
Vero Beach, Fla. 32960 
379 Pineda St. 
Cocoa, Fla. 32922 
1108 Basque Dr. 
Rockledge, Fla. 32955 
P. o. Box 1 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 
P. o. Box 23 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 
P. 0. Box 115 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 

- 2 -

Phone 254-6214 

Phone 254-5613 

Phone 567-5325 

Phone 567-9525 

Phone 636-6795 

Phone 267-7026 

Phone 267-0975 

Phone 269-3459 



Charles Allen ------ P. 0. Box 73 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 

J. J. Riffe -------- Rt. 1 
Titusville, Fla. 32780 

Homer Hallum ------- P. 0. Box 112 
Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 

G. W. Cloud-------- 902 Ave. B 
Melbourne, Fla. 32901 

Harold Woods ------- Titusville, Fla. 
Cliff Hadwin------- Titusville, Fla. 
Arthur Chaffin ----- Cocoa, Fla. 
Robert Stinson ----- Melbourne, Fla. 
John Amburgey ------ P. 0. Box 171 

Scottsmoor, Fla. 32775 
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Phone 269-7867 

Phone 256-5296 

Phone 267-01!99 

Phone 269-7993 
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. . 

cmorJJ of 

KATIE COLLINS 
JOHNNY WRIGHT 
SUSIE O'STEEN 
REV. CECIL COOPER 

"Verily, verily, l say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 

hath·everlasting life, and shaii not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death unto 
life." fohn 5:24 
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INDIAN RIVER ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

EIGHTEENTH SESSION 

The Eighteenth Session of the Indian River Association met 
on February 4, 1978, at Scottsmoor Free Will Baptist Church. 
Bro. Jim Christian, presiding. The congregation sang "His Way 
With Thee" and "Blessed Assurance." 

Bro. Sanford welcomed everyone to the session and to his 
church. 

Bro. Chaffin brought the devotional and based it on Phil. 
3:1-10. 

Bro. Christian, moderator, called the meeting to order. 
Standing delegates recognized. Elected delegates recog­

nized. Bro. Sanford delivered the charge to the delegates. 
Visitors were recognized and welcomed. 

The following committees were appointed: 
FINANCE: Greg Godby, Gene Richardson, Roger Adkison 
STATISTICAL: Roy Balleu, Sis. Francisco, Sis. Ellis 

Minutes of last meeting were presented and MSC to accept. 
Treasurer's report presented; MSC to accept. 
Bro. Darrell G\.;inn reported the following about the SALEM 

BIBLE COLLEGE: The Board voted It to 2 at its January· meeting 
to dismiss Dr. Savage as president of the college. The Board 
also voted to shut down the college until certain obligations 
are met; and members are able to view where the college stands 
and plans can be made ·for the future. The Board is now seek- ·, 
ing a new president and urge the support and prayers of Florida 
Free Will Baptist people. 

The Okeechobee delegation and members were welcomed to the 
session. Bro. Ball, their new pastor, responded to the Asso­
ciation welcoming him to the meeting. 

Bro •. Sanford presented an oral HOME MISSION BOARD report 
as follows: 

Stressed that our people get behind the Salem Bible 
College. The Board wi 11 make some definite plans for 
the new year. 

MSC to accept report. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD reported as follO\.;s: 
The Christian Education Board of the Indian River 
Association met with the Victory Association Board 
on December 2, 1977 at Ft. Pierce,· Florida. Topics 
discussed were: Victory Association joining the In­
dian River Association for 1978 Youth Camp, and the 
two Associations joining together to establish a Free 
Will Baptist Youth Camp as co-owners of property. 

Items discussed concerning this joint venture were as fol­
lows: 

1. Director, Victory Association - Danny Williams 
Assistant, Indian River Association - Greg Godby 

2. Cost per camper: $20 per camper with $10 at regis­
tration and $10 on arrival. 
Age: 8 years, minimum age of youngest camper 

3. Workers: Basically volunteers . 
4. Time for camp: 1st choice - June 25-30 

2nd choice - June 18-23 
3rd choice - July 30 - August 4 

5. Evangelist expense: $200 in State 
$250 out of State 
Plus room and board 
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• 
5a Preference for evangelist - suggestions from each 

association 
5b One board member from each association to relay in­

formation to each association on suggested evangel­
ist: Helen Allen, Indian River Association 

6. 
7. 

Bob Hagar, Victory Association 
Director's expense: $100; assistant, $50 
Contact Camp Moon shortly after 1st of January for 
date 

8. Victory Association (projection) 150 people 
Indian River Association ••••••• 60 people 

(Approximately 150 paid campers) 
9. Information on future Free Will Baptist Camp site: 

10 acres of property located East of Haines City 
Cost of property: $15,000 
Down payment: $4,000 (made by Victory Association) 
Payments of $2,500 per year. (1st payment made by 
Victory) 
Cost per cabin: $800 

A board with members from each association 
use of the property. 

would control 

In light of this meeting and this information, 
.with the Indian River Association Executive Board 
21, 1978: we, the Christian Education Board, would 
corunend the following: 

and meeting 
on January 

like to rec-

1. We invite the Victory Association to join the Indian 
River Association's 1978 Youth Camp. 

2. That the cost per camper be raised to $20 this year. 
j. That the Indian River Association accept the invitation 

to join the Victory Association in establishing a Free 
Will Baptist Youth Camp as co-owners of property. 

Signed:· 
Leslie H. Hallum 
Helen Allen 
Harold L. Woods 

Motion made to accept the board's report as presented. SC. 
Oral report presented by Bro. Griffin on General Board meet-

ing on January 21, 1978. , 
Recommendations by Christian Education Board voted upon: 
1. MSC to invite Victory Association to camp with us this 

Youth Camp, 1978. 
2. MSC to raise cost of each camper to $20. 
3. MS to become joint owners of camp property in Haines 

City with Victory Association. 
Bro. Gwinn motioned that the original motion be amended to 

read that Indian River Association become legal co-owners pend­
ing legal action that would put Indian River Association on legal 
property deed as co-owners. SC. 

Hotion carried as amended. 

W 0 R S II I P 

The Worship Hour opened with a special song, "At the Glory 
Dawn", sung by Bro. and Sis. Ball. Their song was a blessing 
to everyone. 

Bro. Greg Godby brought a stirring message on serving Christ 
every day of the week, and not just on Sunday. 

A~ter the invitation and benediction, Association business 
continued until the noon lunch. 
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Bro. Bob Allen presented the following C.T.S. REPORT: 
The last Youth Rally was held at Scottsmoor November 
19, 1977, and the next one will be held at the Cocoa 
Church on February 18, 1978 ilt 6:00 P.M. 

Our December Fun Day was cancelled due to the busy Christmas 
schedule at each church. The next Fun Day will be on March 18 
at Wickham Park. 

April is the month for competition in each church with April 
1, our District Competition, then May, the State Competition. 
('vould Melbourne want to host the District Competition?) 

Signed: 
Robert H. Allen 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

Opening hymns, "Living by Faith" and Victory in Jesus." 
Devotion by Bro. Back of Melbourne. 

' 

STATISTICAL COMMITTEE REPORT: HSC 
Delegates: 24 Hinisters/Deacons: 12-11 Visitors: 49 
Total: 96 · · 

NOHINATING CO~IHITTEE REPORT: 
For meeting on April 29 at Titusville: 

Devotional: Roy Balleu Alternate: 
Message: Bro. Norlin Jones Alternate: 
Devotional: Dewey North Alternate: 

Harold Woods 
Emil Allen 
Paul Francisco 

MSC to accept report. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 

• • 

Recommend that we receive an offering today. 
C.T.S. and 50% going to General Fund. 

50% going to 

Bro. Chaffie presented the ORDAINING COUNCIL REPORT: 
1. Recommend that Bro. John Amburgey be ordained as. a 

Deacon at this session having examined Bro. Amburgey 
and found his application to be. in order. 

2. Recommend that· Bro. Robert Stinson (Helbourne) be 
given hand of fellowship and received as a Deac~:m in 
this Association. Bro. Stinson has been ordained 
and served as a Free Will Baptist Deacon before com-
in!!: to Me 1 bourne. · · 

3. Re: Bro. Godby. We have examined him. and his ap­
plication is in order and approved by this .Council. 
We recommend to this. body· that Ordination Service 
be held in his church and message and charge be by 
Rev. Albert Halbrook at Bro. Godby's request. Ser­
vice to be held this Saturday night at 7:30P.M., 
February 11th. 

4. Re: Bro. Emil Allen. Ordaining Board recommends. to 
this body that Bro. Allen. be accepted in this con­
ference pending his letter of recommendation from 
his conference. 

5. Re: Bro. Morrison, Melbourne. We recommend that 
Bro. James Morrison be licensed to preach the gos­
pel for one year under the watchcare of this con­
ference. 

6. Recommend that Bro. Alsey Joe Ball be accepted into 
full fellmvship with this Association, having ex­
amined and acted upon his letter from Phelps Free 
'vill Baptist Church and Wayne Co. Conference. 

MSC to accept report as presented. HSC to accept all rec-
commendations. · 
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Ordination Service for Bro. Amburgey with charge delivered 
by Bro. Sanford. All brethren that are ordained went forward 
for altar prayer and laying on of hands for Bro. Amburgey's 
deaconship. ' · 

Bro. Christian led in prayer. 
All those that are to be ordained and new pastors were wel­

comed with right hand of fellowship. The body sang "Amazing 
Grace" and "Victory in Jesus." 

Bro. and Sis. Ball sang another special for the benefit of 
those ladies who were setting up the lunch earlier. Again, the 
Balls were a blessing to everyone. 

Announcements were made and a standing vote of appreciation 
given to the Scottsmoor Church for having everyone. 

INDIAN RIVER ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

NINETEENTH SESSION 

The Nineteenth Session of the Association met on April 29, 
1978 at W:OO A.H. Titusville FWB Church hosted the meeting. 
Bro. James Christian called tile session to order. 

The congregation sang "Victory in Jesus" with Bro. Allen 
leading in prayer afterwards. After another congregational 
song "At Calvary",. devotion was brought by Bro. Roy Balleu. His 
devotion was taken from I Peter 1:7-21. 

Church letters were all in order. 
Standing delegates \vere recognized by the moderator. Elect­

ed delegates were called by Bro. Griffin, Clerk. 
~ISC to seat all delegates for this session. 
Hoderator charged delegates to vote prayerfully. Bro. Nor-

lin Jones led in prayer •. 
Visitors were recognized and welcomed to the session. 
There were no petitionary letters. 
~Iinutes from last meeting presented as printed. HSC. 
Treasurer's report. HSC to accept. 
Hoderator appointed the Finance Committee consisting of Bro. 

Doyle Griffin (Chairman), Bro. Richardson, and Bro. Combs. 
Also appointed by the Hoderator was the Statistical Com­

mittee consisting of Bro. Ralph Ralston, Sis. Gipson, and Bro. 
Dempsey. 

\vomen' s Auxiliary reports were presented. Bro. Gwinn gaYe 
special thanks and appreciation for ladies. Sister Helen Allen 
ga,·e report and thank you for Hrs. North's study course at Cocoa 
F\VB Church on the book of Esther. 

Bro. Norlin Jones presented a report on the Daytona Hission. 
He extended his appreciation for the help that has been giYen 
to the mission. The Daytona ~fission rejoices in that they have 
received ten new members since January with two of them visit­
ing the meeting today. The communityhaswritten Deltona that 
they have voted to turn center back to Deltona and wishes it 
to be donated to the F\VB Church. Bro. Jones will go before the 
Daytona zoning on Tuesday, Hay 2, to petition changing the zon­
ing to allow the church to exist in the community. Bro. Jones 
desires our prayers in this matter. It was also noted that the 
Daytona ~fission account is in the red in Nashville. 
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YOUTH CAMP report by Bro. Godby. Youth Camp is set for 
June 18-23, fee is $20.00, half of the fee should accompany 
application, with the remaining balance to be paid when campers 
arrive at camp. Workers, teachers, and counselors were needed. 

Bro. Sanford resigned from Home ~fission Board. He stated 
as his reason for doing so: Two members of the board were from 
the Scottsmoor Church. 

CTS REPORT given by Bro. Bob Allen. He encouraged the youth 
to participate in the competition. Bro. Bob Allen stated that 
there are some problems still in judging. Bro. Griffin will be 
meeting with the Christian Education Board. Bro. Allen read 
letter fromHrs. Amerson which stressed ratings should be given 
that would assure at least one contestant from each division 
going on to State Competition, Hay 19 & 20. ·State fee was $52.50. 

FUN DAY: The question of continuing the Fun Day was brought 
before the body. Bro. Gwinn said that the association had voted 
it into existence: therefore, the body must vote to cancel. 
(No action taken on this matter.) Bro. Gwinn reported the last 
Fun Day was great; but only Okeechobee and Helbourne attended. 

It was recommended that the Hay's CTS Rally be cancelled. 
The next rally will be held on August 19 at Vero"Beach. 

HSC to accept the CTS report. 
Hoderator announced that the Ordaining Board wi 11 meet dur­

ing the noon hour. Bro. Gwinn requested ·that the Ordaining 
Board and the Executive Board meet with the Okeechobee repre-
sentatives during the noon hour. · 

Bro. Doyle Griffin asked that the Christian· Education Board 
honor a decision made at the CTS Competition. · HSC. 

.. 
' W 0 R S II I P . . 

The morning message was deiivered by Bro~ 'Norlin Jo.nes. 
Scripture was Luke 19 with "The Passing of Religious Opportunity" 
as tl1e title of the message. · 

Bro. Jones stressed that Jesus was heartbroken over Jeru-
salem because they had rejected: · 

1. the light of God 
2. tl1e love of God 
3. the leading of God 
The question for the church today: .Are there any souls being 

saved? The Devil doesn't care if one believes as long as their 
belief is not put into practice. Souls are saved by the "Fool­
ishness of preaching." Jesus calls teachers todayto deliver 
his message and reach hearts of man just as He used the sen·ant 
girl, the lad's lunch, and the tears during his ministry. Jesus 
looked over Jerusalem and wept because they resisted and noth­
ing was left but desolation. They had passed up divine oppor­
tunities. lve must put our trust in Christ and do something when 
.our divine opportunities are before us. All opportunities are 
gone at death. 

Invitation song was "Just As I Am." 

AFTERNOON 

The meeting reconvened with everyone singing "Stand Up, 
StandUpFor Jesus." A solowaspresentedbyBro. John Amburgy, 
"How Great Thou Art. 11 The congregation then sang "Blessed Our 
Hearts." 
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Bro. Greg Godby gave the devotion taken from the scripture 
Exodus 8, 10, and 12. Verses were taken from each of these 
chapters. 

Motion that body accept Bro. Sanford's resignation by one 
of the delegates from Scottsmoor. SC. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
We recommend the following for our next associational meet­

ing, July 29, 1978, at Cocoa Free Will Baptist Church: 
Morning Devotion: Bro. Charles Linn 

Bro. Doyle Griffin, Alternate 
Worship Service: Rev. Emil Allen 

Rev. Darrell Gwinn, Alternate 
Afternoon Devotion: Bro. James Morrison 

Bro. John Amburgy, Alternate 
Also, we recommend Bro. Ball to fill the vacancy on the Home 

Mission Board, and the Home Mission Board arrange a conference 
for our Association in the future. 

• 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Sam Lucky 
James Foster 
Cliff Hadwin 

MSC to accept candidates for speakers. 
MSC to vote on Bro. Ball to serve on Mission Board. 
Bro. James Christian encouraged the Home Mission Board in 

their work. 
ORDAINING BOARD REPORT 
(Bro. Gwinn spoke for Ordaining Board and the Executive Board 

meeting.) 
Bro. Grover Combs of Helbourne Church came before the Or­

daining Council to be accepted into the Association as an or­
dained minister. Bro. Combs was ordained in Beckly, West Vir­
ginia on Hay 3, 1963, while a member of Grace Gospel Church of 
Beckly. 

On the basis of his ordination papers and in respect to the 
Brethren that laid hands on him and ordained him and upon the 
examination of the Ordaining Council we desire to recommend Bro. 
Grover c. Combs to the full fellowship of this Association. 

Bro. Charles Gray appeared before the Ordaining Council to 
be accepted into this Association as an ordained minister. Bro. 
Gray is a member in good standing of Scottsmoor Church. 

·We, the Ordaining Council, desire to recommend that this 
fellowship will be extended upon the receipt of his letter from 
Boone Co. Conference in West Virginia. 

Okeechobee Church came before the Executive Board and Or­
daining Council concerning guidelines for th~ liberties to be 
given a member who is married to a divorced person. 

Vote taken and Board in agreement not to vote to license or 
ordain a man who is married to a divorcee. 

Board is in agreement to return this matter to the local 
church and will serve in an advisory capac,.i ty •. 

Members present: Bro. Gwinn 
Bro. Christian 
Bro. Allen 

MSC to receive Bro. Combs. 

Bro. 
Bro. 

·Bro. 

MSC to receive Bro. Gray pending letter. 
Right hand of fellowship was extended to 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
Dues from 7 churcl1es - $175.00. 
'~'e recommend that an offering be taken and given to CTS. 

The reason for this is approximately $180.00 in bills that are 
due and their account will be in the red when paid. (Purchase 
of CTS Bibles by Scottsmoor, $14.50.) 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Doyle Griffin 
Gene Richardson 
Grove Combs 

MSC to receive offering: $41.88 donated to CTS. 
MSC to receive Finance Committee report. 
Moderator announced the General Board met with Okeechobee 

in April to set that body in order as a Free Will Baptist Church. 

STATISTICAL REPORT 
Standing Delegates: Ministers ----------- 8 

Deacons ------------- 13 
Church Clerks ------­
Elected Delegates ---
Visitors ------------

3 
22 
47 -Total Present ------- 93 

HSC to publish a 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

monthly newsletter for our association. 

Keep Brother Jones in prayer as he meets with Daytona. 
District '~'omen's Auxiliary Heeting to be held in Helbourne 

on Hay 13, 1978. 

INDIAN RIVER ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

TWENTIETH SESSION 

The Indian River Association of Free 'Vill Baptist churches 
met July 29, 1978 with the Cocoa Church. ·Bro. Christian, mod­
erating. 

The session opened \d th the congregation singing "At The 
Cross." Bro. Charles Linn, Vero Beach Church, brought the morn-
ing devotion. · 

The meeting was called to order by Bro. Christian. 
Standing delegates were recognized and elected delegates 

called. Bro. Christian urged the delegates to vote with con-
viction, to speak out if they disagreed; and he also spoke of 
our need to strengthen the Indian River Association in the State 
of Florida. 

Hinutes of the last meeting were read by Bro. Griffin; ap-
proved as read. · 

The treasurer's report was presented as printed. HSC to 
accept. 

The following committees were appointed by Bro. Christian: 
FINANCE: Doyle Griffin, Chairman 

Bro. Riffe and Bro. Back 
STATISTICAL: Betsy Lucky, Chairman 

Sis. Betty Woods and Sis. Allen 
It was noted that only one member of the Hiss ion Board was 

present. 
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Bro. Gwinn pointed out that Bro. Ball, a member of the Mis­
sion Board, had left the Okeechobee Church and that he should 
be replaced on the Board. . 

Bro. Christian appointed Bro. Bob Allen to serve on the 
Nominating Committee during the lunch hour. That Committee 
would nominate a new member to serve on the Home Mission Board. 

Bro. Jones, pastor of the Daytona Mission, made the follow-
ing report to the session: . 

1) The civic association voted to give their building and 
property to the Daytona F.W.B. Mission. Value of this 
is about $56,000. The F .• W.B. congregation will hold 
the deed to the property. 

2) The !'fission has lost several people during the past two 
weeks; summer residents and those who simply were not 
of the F.W.B. doctrine. · 

3) Bro. Jones believes that his people will have to work 
harder; set higher goals to move in the right direc­
tion; and according to the F.W.B. doctrines~ 

PRAYER ITEMS FOR DAYTONA: 
Pray that the Mission will receive the needed $10,000 to 

buy pews,· carpet the floors, ·partition in the rear of the social 
hall and purchase a steeple in order to change the image of the. 
building. . . 

Bro. Allen presented the following C.T.S. REPORT: 
The next rally will be held at Vero Beach on August 18th, 

beginning at 6:30 P.H. The new attendance trophy will be at 
this rally. The last Fun Day attendance was low. Everyone is 
urged to get involved in this project. The next Fun Day is 
scheduled for September 16 at lVickham Park. Bro. Allen stress-. 
ed that he and everyone was very proud of our young people who 
were involved in the competition. Three girls from our district 
won at the State level competition. He encouraged all adults 
to get involved with the competition in their churches. Bro. 
Allen recommended that the Finance Committee designate the of­
fering today to go to the C.T.S. fund. 

HSC to accept the C.T.S. report as presented. 
No YOUTH CAMP REPORT. 
Bro. Christian asked that Sis. Griffin present a report on 

the newsletter. Several suggestions were offered and the chur­
ches were encouraged to elect a reporter to gather news and mail 
it in to the Griffins. It was stressed that the "Indian River 
News" will only be successful as our people make it with their 
news, praise items and prayer needs. 

Several news items have been picked up by the State Co-
00rdinator and the "Contact" and printed in these papers.· We 

are happy to see news from our Association in these publications. 
The morning session was closed with prayer. 

W 0 R S H I P S E R V I C E 

Everyone sang "To God Be The Glory" and "Amazing Grace"; 
and greeted one another with the right hand of fellowship. Altar 
prayer followed the singing. 

Bro. Emil Allen, pastor of Titusville, preached the morn-
• 1ng message. 

Bro. Allen shared his appreciation for the new newsletter 
and for the Griffin 1 s work with it. He encouraged the pastors 
to get someone to be responsible for getting the news to the 
Griffins. 
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Bro. Allen's scripture was 2 Tim. 4:1-8. This passage is 
a charge for everyone, Bro. Allen pointed out. 

Pastors are "charged" to give their congregation a vision, 
a task to go forth and witness. ·God is spelled with G-0, and 
this is just what the church is commanded to do. 

Pastors must not be slack in tl1eir responsibility to the 
members. They must reprove, rebuke and exhort with love their 
members to better service for Christ. We are not to "play" 
church. Performing church duties on Sunday and living for the 
devil all week is not what God accepts. 

Our task while on earth is to glorify Christ. Even as we 
work now for Christ we can rejoice in His love and in the ex­
pectation of His coming for us. Now is the time to work for 
Christ and bring others to know Him. The worship service closed 
with prayer. 

• 
AFTERNOON SESSION 

The afternoon session began with Bro. Horrison bringing the 
devotional. 

NEW BUSINESS 
November 18th is the next C.T.S. Rally which will be held 

at Daytona Mission. . 
It was noted that Okeechobee is without a pastor. Pray for 

the congregation as they seek to fill this vacancy. 
The Christian Education Board presented a report from that 

body. Bro. Woods read the report as it was written by Sis. Allen. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD REPORT: 
Bro. Gene Helton from the Miami Church. told me at the Na­

tional Association meeting that there will be a board meeting 
concerning the joint efforts of the Victory Association and the 
Indian River Association before our State Heeting in November 
on the camp property. 

A Board will be organized with representatives from each 
association to work out an agreement on the property, future 
plans, etc. This will be a governing Board of the camp. 

I recommend that this Board (from our Indian River Asso­
ciation) be appointed so that the members will be prepared for 
this meeting. 

Due to the absence of L. H. Hallum, .member of the Christian 
Education Board (he is.on vacation); and not getting to see 
Harold Woods (because I have just returned from vacation) ••• I 
respectively submit .this report. 

. . . ·Helen Allen 
Motion moved and seconded to accept report. 
Bro. Gwinn brought to the floor's attention that the ses­

sion could not accept the recommendation in the report as it 
represented only one member of the C.E.D. 

Vote: eleven to nine to accept report and recommendation. 

STATISTICAL REPORT: Ministers presel}t ••••••••••••• 8 

• 

Deacons present .....••.•....•. 9 
.Church Clerks present ••••••••• 0 
Elected Dele_gates ••••••••••• · •• 19 
Visitors •.•....•..••....••..•. 28 
Total present ••...•..•••..••.• 64 
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ORDAINING BOARD REPORT: NONE PRESENTED 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT presented as follows: 
We, the Nominating Committee, recommend that the vacancy 

on the Hone Mission Board be filled by Bro. Norlin Jones of the 
Daytona Beach Mission. Bro. A. J. Ball, formerly of this board 
is now living in another state. · 

We recommend the following speakers for the next meeting, 
October 28th at Melbourne: 

Morning Devotional: 
Bro. Dewey North Alternate, Bro. Sam Lucky 

Morning Message: 
Bro. Sanford Alternate, Bro. Foster 

Afternoon Devotional: 
Bro. Arthur Chaffin Alternate, Bro. Harold Woods 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT as follows: 
Dues from seven churches totaled: $175.00 
Gift to Youth Camp from Cocoa Church: 50.00 
Gift to Youth Camp from District WA: 62.50 
Youth Camp gifts will be given to Assistant Camp Director, 

Greg Godby, to pay for camp expenses. 
This committee recommends that an offering be taken and 

given to the C.T.S. fund today. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Doyle Griffin 
J. J. riffe 
Wallace Back 

MSC to ·accept report and recommendation. 
The following Woman's Auxiliaries reported to the, session: 

District, Vero Beach, Helbourne, Cocoa, Titusville and Scotts­
moor. 

SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 
· (TWENTY· FIRST SESSION l 

OF THE 
INDIAN RIVER ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

The meeting convened at the Melbourne Church on October 28, 
1978 at· 10:00 A.M. with Bro. Christian moderating. After a 
congregational song, Bro. Gwinn gave the welcome. ·Horning de­
votional was given by Bro. Dewey North. 

All church letters reported to be in order by the clerk, 
except Daytona which was not represented at meeting. All. dele­
gates were properly seated for the session. 

No petitionary letters presented • 
. Minutes of last meeting presented. MSC to accept. Annual 

and Quarterly Treasurer's Report presented. l'!SC to accept. 
Finance Committee appointed: Bro. Griffin, Bro. Back, and 

Bro. Ralston. 
Statistical Committee appointed: Louise Richardson, Georgia 

Mounts, and Charles Linn, Sr. 
Obituary Committee appointed: Edna Ellis, HelenAllen, and 

Adell Dees. 
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Woman's Auxiliaries reported to session. No report by Dis­
trict W.A. 

Bro. Baldwin from the Victory Association presented an oral 
report on the joint youth camp project. (details in Christian. 
Education Board report.) · 

• 
District C.T.S. Director's report: Once again Melbourne 

and Scottsmoor enjoyed the District Fun Day in September. Due 
to holiday activities, we postponed our December Fun Day last 
year. Our next Fun Day would be in March of 1979 if desired. 

I would like.to encourage each C.T.S. group to get behind 
our youth camp project and support the work financially or any 
way possible. 

A reminder that our Youth Rally will be held at the Daytona 
!'lission on November 18, 1978. Our last rally was at Vero and 
everyone enjoyed the film, food, and fellowship. Scottsmoor 
won the attendance trophy at this sesiion. 

By, Robert Allen 

Report accepted for information. Bro. Allen recommended 
that December Fun Day be postponed until the third Saturday in 
Narch. HSC. 

W 0 R S H I P 

"I lVill Sing The Wondrous Story" sung by the congregation, 
follow·ed by prayer. Bro. Amburgey sang "How Great Thou Art." 

Rev. Sanford brought the morning message. He spoke on The 
Church-Yesterday, Today, and Forever. The worship service con­
cluded with the congregation singing 11 Is Your All On The AI tar. 11 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

"Send The Light" was the opening hymn, followed by prayer. 
Rev. Ron Knight brought the afternoon devotional. 

Call to order for business. 
OBITUARY REPORT presented. 
Hm!E !'fiSSION BOARD: No report. 
FINANCE COMHITTEE presented report; 
NOMINATING COMHITTEE presented report. The body accepted 

each recommendation. 
ORDAINING BOARD presented report: Each i tern presented was 

voted on by the body and accepted. 
Sis. Knight was elected as a delegate to the State Associa­

tion. 
MSC to give moderator authority to appoint addi tiona! dele­

gates at meeting. 
HSC to give the Association clerk the authority to purchase 

a typewriter for the Association. 
Announcements were made by various churches. Dismissed. 

NOMINATING COMHITTEE REPORT: . 
1978-1979 Nominating Committee: James Horrison, John Am­

burgey, Sam Lucky 
. Home Hission Board (term expires 1981): James Foster 

Christian Education Board (term expires 1981): Doyle Griffin 
Ordination Board (term expires 1983): Rev. Emil Allen 
District C.T.S. Director: Robert Stinson 
Indian River&VictoryYouthCampBoard: Robert Allen (1979); 

Darrell Gwinn (1983) 
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We recommend the following speakers for the next session to 
be held in Vero: 

Horning Devotional: Sam Lucky 
Alternate, Harold Woods 

·Horning Hessage: Rev. Ron Knight 
Alternate, Rev. Darrell Gwinn 

Afternoon Devotional: Doyle Griffin 
Alternate, John Amburgey 

(All nominees were elected) 

OBITUARY COHHITTEE REPORT: 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sam Lucky 
James Foster 

We, the Obituary Committee, are sad to report that Katie 
Collins, wife of the former pastor of the Vero Beach Church, 
passed away shortly after moving to Jacksonville, also Johnny 
Wright from the Helbourne Church, and Susie 0 1 Steen from the 
Scottsmoor Church, and also Rev. Cecil Cooper, former pastor 
of the Cocoa Church. I know that we are all saddened because 
of their passing, but they are in a far better place than this 
world. 

FINANCE COMNITTEE REPORT: 

Submitted By: 
Edna Ellis 
Helen Allen 
Adell Dees 

6 churches reported today with dues of $150. (1) We rec­
commend $350 of the Home Hiss ion Board fund be spent for mission 
work, with $200 to the Okeechobee Church and $150 to the joint 
youth camp project. The Home t-Iission Board agreed for monies 
to be spent from this fund. (2) We recommend an offering be 
taken and given to the General Fund. Submitted By: 

Doyle Griffin 
Wallace Back 
Ralph Ralston 

HSC to accept each recommendation of Finance Committee. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL llEPORT: 
(1) We, the Ordaining Council, upon the receipt of a letter 

from the Boone Quarterly meeting of F.W.B., recommend 
that Bro. Charles Grey be given the full hand of fellow­
ship in the Indian River Association as an ordained 
Hinister. 

(2) Recommend that we extend the hand of fellowship to Bro. 
Ron Knight, pastor of Vero Beach Church, and full fel­
lowship will be extended upon receipt of his credentials. 

(3) That Bro. Arley J. Ballbegivenaletterofgood stand­
ing as a minister of the Indian River Association. 

( 4) Upon examination of Bro. Boyd Hounts and Bro. Tom Dees, 
we recommend that they be ordained as Deacons. 

Submitted By: 
Ordaining Council 

HSC to accept each recommendation from Ordaining Council. 
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STATISTICAL REPORT: 
Attendance at meeting today: Ministers 

Deacons 
Delegates 
Visitors 
Total 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD REPORT: 
' 

7 
11 
27 
27 
72 

Submitted By: 
Louise Richardson 
Georgia Mounts 
Charles Linn, Sr. 

The Christian Education Board accompanied by other inter-
ested members of the Indian River Association met August 14, 
1978 at Ft. Pierce lvith representatives of the Victory Associ­
ation to discuss the proposed joint youth camp. This meeting 
was called to discuss the current status of the camp and to es­
tablish definite proposals to be voted upon by the respective 
associations. 

Bro. Helton of the Victory Association gave the follolving 
report: The Victory Association purchased 10 acres of land out­
side ·of Haines City for $15,000. A down payment of $4,000 was 
made and the first payment of $2,000 plus interest has been paid. 
The next payment is due in January 1979. The camp treasury has 
a balance of $615. In addition, a power line has been run thr­
ough the length cif the property, l>'hich costs appro:~timately $800. 
This also has been paid. Currently there are no buildings on 
the property and all construction is still in the planning stage. 
The Victory Association is in the process of obtaining a set of 
blueprints, and a building permit for the initial start of the 

' project. The prints will be along the guidelines previously 
presented to this association. A discussion followed concern­
ing the camp status. 

The present camp treasury was indicated to maintain a mini­
mum balance for day to day operating cost, but that the present 
balance could be used for any incurred expense of the camp, in­
cluding being applied to a property payment. During this dis­
cussion, a question was raised about the financing required for 
operating and construction of the camp. 

Bro. Helton speaking for the Victory Association stated that 
no specific assessment to each church was contemplated. It was 
hoped that each church would recognize their responsibility to­
ward the camp cost and give according to their ability. It was 
suggested that each church should strive for at least $100 a 
year. Hmvever, it was stated that no church wouldberequired 
to make this donation. 

Upon completion of this discussion, the meeting was opened 
to discuss the business of the proposed merger. Bro. Jim Christ­
ian stated that the Indian River Association had previously 
voted in favor of merger pending a detenhination of its legality. 
Bro. Helton stated that the board from Victory Association had 
discussed this matter and suggested that the camp be incorpor­
ated under a separate name, and that a five member board of 
trustees be elected with members from each association, to gov­
ern the camp as officials of the corporation. This suggestion 
was discussed and it was. agreed that this would be taken to the 
respective associations as a proposal to be voted upon at the 
next regular meeting. 
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The makeup of the proposed board was discussed concluding 
with an agreement on the following proposal: 

The five member board consist of three members from the Vic­
tory Association and two from.the Indian River Association with 
each serving a five year term. Initally this would start with 
an election within the association from which the incumbant was 
originally elected. This would allow board members to be re­
placed on an orderly basis without disrupting the on going work 
of the board. It was suggested that the camp name be chosen 
from suggestions obtained by sponsoring a contest among members 
of each association. The winning name would be chosen by the 
five member board of trustees. The person submitting the win­
ning name would be given a free campimg trip to the next camp. 

In concluding this report the Christian Education Board 
makes the following proposals: (1) That this report be accepted. 
(2) That the proposal to incorporate the camp under a separate 
name with a five member board of trustees be accepted. (3) That 
we elect two board members at this meeting to represent the 
Indian River Associationonthe BoardofTrustees. One term to 
be for a period of one year expiring in 1979, and the other to 
expire in 1983, a term of four years. (4) That we initiate a 
camp name contest within our association with the 30th of No­
vember to be the deadline for submitting names. Names submitted 
to be sent to the newly elected board members. 

Submitted By: 
Leslie H. Hallum 
Helen Allen 
Harold Woods· 

MSC to accept Christian Education Board report and recom­
mendations. 

SCOTTSMOOR 'VOMAN 1 S AUXILIARY 

In August we had V.B.S. lvith an average attendance of 75. 
The Lord blessed us all. '~'e had our emphasis program. We also 
had a workshop to make things for Bazaar, which we held October 
20 and 21. 

We had a picnic which we invited the children from Central 
Florida Children 1 s Home. It's always a blessing to get together 
for a day of fellowship. 

Our Auxiliary meetings are the first Thursday of each month. 
Our average attendance is 15. The Lord has been answering many 
prayers and lve praise Him. 

Dorothy Briggs, President 

TITUSVILLE 'VOMAN 1 S AUXILIARY 

For the past three months we continued to have our monthly 
programs at the church. We meet on the second Tuesday night of 
each month. Since our last report we have enrolled three new 
members, which we are thanking the Lord for. '~'e are continuing 
our support of a foreign and home missionary. They are Vergil 
Maness of Deleware and the Sturgills in Brazil. Tl1ree of our 
ladies went to visit the Central Florida Children's Home and 
were really blessed, Our ladies collected all i terns that were 
needed and are at the present time working on our Christmas 
Project for the home. Each lady has taken a child and is going 
to purchase a Christmas gift for that child with a few little 
extra things added. 

Our average monthly attendance is 9 and our average monthly 
offering is $20 each month. 
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COCOA lvm1AN 1 S AUXILIARY 

We have a present enrollment of 14 with an average atten­
dance of 10. We meet each second Honday of each month at the 
church and our programs are taken from the Co-Laborer, with each 
i;aking turns presenting them. 

In September '~e had the study course "lvhat Happens When Wom­
en Pray" with Jenny Johnson teaching. All who attended were 

. blessed and gained a new awareness of prayer. In August we pre­
sented WNAC Emphasis Month program to our church and $55 was 
~iven for missions. 

The church welcomed Donnie Piper on leave from the Army lvi th 
a fellowship gathering after church service. 

lve are supporting Tom Willey in his ministry in Hiami, to 
Spanish speaking people through "Contacto." Our part of the 
district project money was sent to Norlin Jones account. Dur­
ing tl1e past six months we have given $50 to our church build­
ing fund. lve have begun lvomen•s visitation on each Thursday 
morning at 9:30. 

MELBOURNE WOHAN'S AUXILIARY 

During the past months we have given three sunshine baskets 
to invalids. We have many compliments from persons receiving 
these baskets which consist of 7 small gifts with memory verses. 
The gifts are to be opened one a day and each day a scripture 
is read. 

Our Auxiliary has made two presentations of "Just Because 
lve Love You." A gift was presented to Tami Stinson and Tina 
Bass for their dedication to the CTS competition. The latest 
presentation under this program was given to our pastor. Our 
auxiliary gave a wedding shower for Tina Rhoden. 

Our new project is selling candy and nuts for monies for 
our treasury. Also plan a study course for the futurc·-months, 
more on this in the next report. Hary North, President 

JUDY BRYAN WOHAN'S AUXILIARY (VERO BEACH) 

Our auxiliary supports the Bryans in Africa and the Elli­
sons in South America with gifts of $5.00 monthly each. We 
contributed $20.00 towards our WNAC Emphasis month in August. 
Our auxiliary sponsors a time-out one morning each month for 
our women to meet for prayer, praise and sharing. We have had 
a linen shower for our missionary provisions closet this year. 
We sponsored a grocery box for our new pas tor and wife. . 

lve are especially grateful for our mission prayer chairman 
for }{eeping us personally in touch with all our foreign mission­
aries. Sis. Rowe has done this by writing over 40 letters and 
cards to our missionaries. 

We are sponsoring the ingredients for making Christmas gifts 
for our children and the teens will ma~e the gifts. 

lve are looking fonvard to having our Christmas party and 
revealing our secret pals. 

1 

We welcome our newest member, Hrs. Teresa Knight, our pas­
tor's wife. 

Our ladies meet each month in different homes. Programs 
are taken from our national magazine, "Co-Laborer"; and we use 
the program helps to make our programs informative and interest­
ing. 
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Our ladies will participate in a prayer retreat in February 
which will be held from Friday afternoon through Saturday after­
noon. Along with emphasis on prayer needs, a special speaker 
will contribute towards this new venture. 

We will set aside a Wednesday before Thanksgiving to empha­
size our prayer and Thanksgiving offerings for our National Home 
Hissions month. 

HINISTERS 
James Fields 
James Foster 
Jim Christian 
Helvin Sanford 
James Horrison 
Darrell Gwinn 
Charles Gray 
Ron Knight 

DEACONS 
Doyle Griffin 
Sam Lucky 
Arthur Chaffin 
Bob Allen 
J. J. Riffe 
Homer Hallum 
George Cloud 
Paul Francisco 
John Amburgey 
Harold Woods 
Dewey North 

A T T E N D E E S 

.DELEGATES 
Edna Ellis 
Hazel Back 
lvallace Back 
Glenn Walters 
Charles Linn, Sr. 
Lassie Allen 
Sarah Riffe 
Dorothy Briggs 
Helen Allen 
Dorothy Young 
Boyd Hounts 
Adell Dees 
Georgia Nounts 
Homer Fanin 
Thomas Dees 
Louise Richardson 
Ruby HcClain 
Ralph Ralston 
Becky Christian 
Roberta Daff 
Bonnie Amburgey 
Betsy Lucky 
Joan Hiller 
Nancy Griffin 
Nickey Wise 
Roger Adkison 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Hrs. Nancy Griffin, 
President 

VISITORS 
Hr. Wm. lVilson 
Hrs. Wm. Wilson 
Teresa Knight 
R<Jbert Owen 
Carlas Baldwin 
Bob Haddy 
Beth Briggs 
Allen Briggs 
Leah Cloud 
Susan Walters 
Gene Richardson 
Donna Christian 
Jana Amburgey 
David Amburge!r 
Daniel Amburgey 
James Ball 
Willie Jones 
Harty Adldson 
Brenda Woods 
Peggy 'Vise 
Gladys Spradling 
Hary North 
Geraldene Gwinn 
Hr & Hrs. R.L. Gibson 



IHDIAH RIVER ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 
ANNUAL TREASURER'S REPORT 
October 1, 1977 - September 30, ·1978 

BALANCE ON HAND,October 1, 1977 ••••••••••••••••••• $ 370.99 

RECEIPTS 

Church Dues ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 650.00 
Offerings, General Fund ••••••••••••••• 74.72 
Offerings, C.~.S. ••••••••••••••••·•••• 255.35 

Total Receipts ••.•.••••••••••.••••• 980.07 
TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR •••••••••••••••••••• 

EXPENSES 
Halsey-Griffith Office Supply ••••••••• 
Vera Beach Postmaster~ ..••••••..•••••• 
Beacl1 Office Supply ••••••.......••.••• 
Bro. Gwinn, Honorarium, 1977 •••••••••• 
Bro. Griffin, Honorarium, 1977 •••••••• 
Florida State Association dues •••••••• 
Annual Minutes Printing •••••••••.••••• 
C.T.S. Expenses ••••••••••.•.• • •••..•••• 
Cathedral Press, Inc •••.••.•.•.•••.••• 

Total Expenses •••••••.••••••.....•• 

56.00 
31.66 
14.79 
50.00 
50.00 
21.00 

161.44 
183.11 

9.00 
577.00 

980.07 
$1351.06 

577.00 
BALANCE ON HAND, September 30, 1978 •••••••••••••••• $ 774.0~ 

Respectfully submitted, 
Doyle Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
July 1, 1978 through September 30, 1978 

BALANCE ON HAND, July 1, 1978 •••••••••••••••••••••• $ 592.45 

RECEIPTS 

Offering at Assn. Meeting, 7/29/78 (CTS) 29.81 
Dues from seven churches •••••••••••••• 175.00 
Scottsmoor ( CTS Tithes) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 18.7 5 
Cocoa (CTS Tithes} ••.••••.••••..•.•••• 4.83 

Total Receipts ••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• 228.39 228.39 
TOTAL TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR ••••••••• : •••••••••• $ 820.84 

EXPENSES 

Halsey-Griffith Office Supply ••••••••• 
Vero Beach Postmaster (mail minutes) •• 
Cathedral Press 

(year's supply of stencils) •••••••• 
Vero Bch. Postmaster (Sept. Newsletter) 
Beach Office Supply 

(stencils, paper, envelopes) ••••••• 
Total Expenses ••••••••••••••••••••• 

11.78 
8.10 

9.00 
3.11 

14.79 
46.78 

BALANCE ON HAND, September 30, 1978 ••••••••••••••• 

TREASURY BREAKDOWN 

General Fund • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
C • T • S. Fund ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Home Missions Board ••••••••••••••• 
TOTAL TREASURY ........... -· ....... . 

$259.84 
48.23 

465.99 
$774.06 

46.78 

$ 774.06 

Respectfully submitted, 
Doyle Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
of the 

Indian River Association 
of 

Original Free Will Baptists 
• 

of the 
State of Florida 

PREAMBLE 
We, the Indian River Association of Original Free Will 
Baptists. of the State of Florida, do ordain this constitution 
for the purpose of. advancing, promoting and increasing all 
phases of the cause of Christ. 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE ONE: NAME 

This organization shall be known as the. Indian River Association of 
Original Free Will Baptists of the State of Florida. 

ARTICLE TWO: MEMBERSHIP 

This association shall be composed of such Free Will Baptists churches 
as shall adopt this compact and agree to this constitution. 

ARTICLE THREE: DELEGATION 

Section 1. The standing delegation of this association shall consist of 
all ordained rntnisters, ordained deacons, association clerk, 
and church clerks of this association in good standing with 
this association • 

. Section 2, Voting privileges shall be extended to all standing delegates 
and to those duly elected or appointed delegates represent­
ing the churches of this association in good standing with 
the association. 

Section 3, Each church shall be entitled to two (2) delegates plus one 
(1) delegate for each twenty-five (25) members (or fraction 
thereof) -- not to exceed a total of six (6) elected or ap­
pointed delegates. 
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ARTICLE FOUR: OFFICERS AND BOARDS 

Section 1. The general officers of this association shall be the moder­
ator, the assistant moderator, the clerk-treasurer and the 
assistant clerk-treasurer. These officers shall be elected 
on odd years for the term of two years. 

Section 2. There shall be a General Board, composed of the officers 
of the association and the chairmen of the various boards, 
which shall serve as the association out of session. 

Section 3. The standing boards of this association shall be the Mis­
sions Board, Ordaining Board, and the Christian Educa­
tion Board. 

ARTICLE FIVE:· MEETINGS 

The meetings ofthisassociationshallbeonthe last Saturday of January, 
April, July, and October. 

ARTICLE SIX: AMENDMENTS 

This constitution may be amended or altered at ~ny regular session 
of the association by a two-thirds majority vote of the delegates pre­
sent- providing the proposed amendment or alteration is presented in 
writing during one session, placed on the table and voted upon in the 
next session • 

BY:-LAWS 

ARTICLE ONE: MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1; All churches affiliated directly with this association shall 
be required to adopt the Treatise of the Faith and Practice 
of the Original Free Will Baptists as adopted by the Na­
tional Association of Original Free Will Baptists. Applica­
tion for membership must contain a statementto this effect. 

Section 2. Churches desiring to affiliate themselves with this body 
must make application by letter and representation to this 
association. 
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ARTICLE TWO: REPRESENTATION 

Each church shall be requested to pay dues of $25.00 per session. 

ARTICLE THREE: FUNCTION OF THE OFFICERS 

Section 1. The duties of the moderator shall be to preside at all meet­
ings of the association. He shall be empowered with the 
authority to appoint any committees not otherwiseprovided 
for· .by the constitution. 

Section 2. The duties of the vice-moderator shall be to preside at the 
request of or in the absence of the moderator and assist 
him in such ways as are necessary and advisable. 

Section 3. The duties of the clerk-treasurer shall be to keep accurate 
minutes of the association's meetings, to compile the min­
utes of the boards and auxiliaries and to prepare and pub­
lish them. It shall be his further duty to take care of all 
necessary correspondence. The clerk-treasurer shall re­
ceive all associational monies and disbursethemasdirect­
ed by the association. 

Section 4. The duties of the assistant clerk-treasurer shall be to func­
tion at the request of or in the absence of the clerk-treas­
urer and to assist him in any way necessary. 

ARTICLE FOUR: FUNCTION OF THE BOARDS 

Section 1. The Missions Board shall be composed of three (3) mem­
bers whose terms of office shall be three(3) years and 
whose terms shall be staggered so as only one member 
shall be replaced each year. 

The function of this Board shall be: 

a. To supervise any and all missions' programs of this 
association and to coordinate their efforts with our state 
and national agencies. 

b. To be vested with the power of trusteeship; to hold and 
convey titles of any property coming under the jurisdiction 
of the Missions Board through this association or as deal­
ing with any or all property requiring trusteeship of the 
Indian River Association. 

c. To formulate and promote a live missionary program 
by the aiding of weak churches, the establishment of new 
churches and by an earnest effort to keep a spirit of re,.. 
viva! present in the association. 

It shall not be the function of this board to hold joint owner­
ship of any church or church properties. 
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Section 2, 
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The Ordaining Board shall be composed of three (3) min­
isters and two (2) deacons who are members of this asso­
ciation in good . standing, Board members shall be elected 
to staggered terms of five (5) years with one member being 
replaced or re-elected each year, 

Functions of this board shall be: 

a. To examine all applicants for ordination and all pre­
viously ordained ministers and deacons seeking member­
ship in the association, 

' 

b. To ordain or assist in the ordination of deacons and 
ministers · when requested to do so· by the church of the 
candidate. 

. . 
c, To consider the following in carrying out the duties of 

the office: · 

(1) That all ministers and deacons wishing to become 
members of this association shall be recommended from 
the church of which they are members. · , .. 

(2) That all. examinees shall be called upon to present 
their credentials for examination and .answer satisfac­
torily such questions as .may be asked of them. 

(3) That all applications must be made ·prior to the 
association meeting. to the chairman of ·the Ordaining 
Board. 

(4) That a person presented for ordination to the minis­
try, or to be recognized as a mini.ster in good standing, 
must be pastoring; be in a state of retirement due to age 
or health;. be engaged in a full-time area of Christian 
work; or have a justifiable.cause preventing his pastoring, . 

- ' ' . ' ·, 

(5) That ministers desiring to 'be ·cirdatned must have 
been licensed for a period of one year and have pastored 
for at least six months prior to ordination. Six months 
pastoring or related Christian work during the one year 
tenure of licensing will be accepted as a pre-requisite 
for ordination. 

• • 

(6) For a person to be presented for ordaination as a 
deacon or recognization of ordaination. as a deacon he 
must have served as an associate or deacon-elect for 
a period of at least one year. If he has served a.S deacon· 
in this association previously and still holds his creden­
tials then this period of service would be waived. If he 
is coming from another association it would be waived 
provided he actively holds valid credentials from a Free 

. Will Baptist Church or Association • 
. 

(7) That all ordination services be conducted. at the time 
and place recommended by the candidate's church. 
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ARTICLE FOUR, SECTION 3. The Christian Education Board shall be 
composed of three (3) members whose terms of office shall be three 
(3) years and whose terms shall be staggered so as only one member 
shall be replaced or re-elected each year. The District C.T .s. Director 
shall he an ex-officio member of this board. 

The District C.T .s. Director shall be elected annually by the Asso-
ciation at its annual meeting. 

Functions of this Board shall be 
a. Appoint youth camp director. 
b. To organize and supervise a camping program. 
c. To act as trustees and to hold title to any properties deeded to 

this association for the purpose of camping. 
d. To be responsible for all monies received for or related to the 

camping program of this association. 
e. To support and promote the education of our youth and Christ­

ian leaders. 
f. To be responsible for co-ordinating all C.T.S. programs of this 

association. 

ARTICLE FIVE: COMMITTEES 

Section 1. The nomination committee shall be composed of three (3) 
members to be elected at the October session and who 
shall serve for a period of one year, 

Section 2, All counnittees not provided for by either the constitution 
or its by-laws may be appointed by the moderator as deemed 
necessary, 

ARTICLE SIX: REPORTING 

Section 1. Each church is requested to mail its report to the clerk 
fifteen (15) days prior to the association session. 

Section 2. Each Woman's Auxiliary of the association shall give a 
. report at the sessions, 

. 

Section 3. The District Woman's Auxiliary shall give a report at the 
annual meeting. 

ARTICLE SEVEN: MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 1, · Forty percent (40%) of all offerings shall go for missions. 

Section 2. Each minister and deacon who is a member of the Indian 
River Association shall be expected to attend or report to 
all associational meetings unless providentially hindered, 

Section 3, The name, date of birth, date of death, age and church 
affiliation of any member overtaken by death each year 
shall be included in that year's minutes, and such inform­
ation shall be given to the clerk-treasurer by the clerks 
of the churches. 
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• 

Section 4, At the death of a minister a page in the following year's 
minutes (draped in black as a memorial to the deceases) 
shall give all pertinent information concerning him and his 
ministry. 

Section 5. The constitution and by-laws, with any amendments and 
alterations, shall be printed in the annual minutes each 
year. 

Section 6. Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary guide 
for all meetings of the association or its auxiliaries, 
boards or committees, 

Section 7. A quorum shall consist of a majority of any board or com­
mittee. 

ARTICLE EIGHT: AMENDMENTS 

These by-laws may be amended or altered at any regular session of 
the association by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the proper voting 
representation present--providing that the proposed amendment or 
alteration is presented in writing during one session, placed upon the 
table and voted upon in the next session. 

• 

'· 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Jesus Christ, 
and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and prac­
tice, we now give ourselves to one another by the will of 
God in this solemn covenant. 

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all 
things, to avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all 
sinful amusements and unholy confonnity to the world, 
from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating bev­
erages, and to provide things honest in the sight of all men. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in refer­
ence to study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devo­
tions, and social worship, and by self-denial, faith, and good 
works endeavor to grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together 
for church conferences, public worship, and the observance 
of the ordinances of the gospel, nor fail to pay according to 
our ability for the support of the church, of its poor, and 
all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof 
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, en­
deavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bonds of 
peace, to be careful of one another's happiness and reputa­
tion, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the af­
flicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are able, 
promote the success of the church and of the Gospel. · 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and 
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it 
our chief business in life to extend the influence of Christ 
in soclety; constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom 
of God may come, and His will be done on earth as it is 
in Heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of edu­
cational and denominational enterprises, the support of 
missions, the success of Sunday schools, and evangelistic 
efforts for the salvation of the world. 

And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and pre­
serve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

• 
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