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MINUTES 
, 

Of The 

Thirty-Fifth Annual Session 

Of The 

Jack's Creek Association 
- OF-

. FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

Held At 

Low Gap Church 

September 4th, 5th and 6th, 1930 

REV. M. T. RAY, DALE RAY, 

Moderator Secretary 

The next session to be held at Terry's Fork Church, 

beginning on Thursday before the First Sunday in Sep

tember, 1931, at 10 :30, A. M. Introductory Sermon by 

Rev. A. P. Rick; Rev. T. E. Woody, Alternate. 
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September 4, U)30, met at 10:80 A. M., :;inging '· There's A Land 
That is F a irer Than Day·• . Sel'mon by Rev . T. E. Woody; Text , Rom
a ns 8-12. S ubject, " We Are Debtors''. De legates were a signed homes. 
Adjourn ed foi' dinn e r. 

T hursday Ev1•11 ing- Session 

S2 ript ur readin g by l{ev. Pr tse ll Blevin s. Prayer by Rev . Moses 
l-'et er so n. Appointed a:< Readin g- Cl •rks, J ohn Og le and Rev. Pret sell 
HL ,·in s. Lette rs rece i,·ed as fol lows: 

Ho\\·d itch 'hu rch- Delegates: .J u li a Boone, Mack Steven s. 

I.ow C: a p--Deleg-at es : Lond t n Gaddy, Li zz ie Og le , BO'nnie Wyatt. 

Ne .tlh Bend- Delegates : l da Pet e rso n, Nellie P et er son . 

Terry ·s Fork- Minn ie Radfo rd, J . P. Ray and Sue Ray . 

Young's Chape l- Mrs. Fred Harri s . 

l'ensacola- C. L. Wil son, Lilli a n Blankensh ip, Mrs . R. Mumpowe r. 

11al d Mou nta in- -LEtt, r rece iH•d; no de legates. 

Proceed cl to organize for ensuing year as follows : 
'.\1. T . Ray, Moderat<• r, Dale Ra y, Jerk. Committee on Credential s : 
Chairm an, Re,· . Pret:-;e il Bh: vin s, L. A . Atkins. 

Newly cons ti tuted churches " er e ca lled fo r. A ltamont F r ee W ill 
llapt ist Church was received in t o the body. Arra ngem ent Committee : 
Low Ga p de legati on with the Moderator. Comm ittee on General Church 
work: Min nie Radford, Bill Duncan. Cc mmittee on Deeper Devot ion : 
l{ev . T . E. Wood y, Re ,·. L. A. Atk in s. Co-mmittee on Missions: Julia 
Boone, l{ev . Pret sell Blev ins.Committee on Educati on: John Ogle, Min
nie Radfo rd. Committee c11 Sabbath chools: S ue Ray, Lillian Blanken
ship. Co mmi ttee on Temperan ce: R v. Pret sell Blevins , Bro. McN eil, 
Willard Garn e r. om mittee on Fi nance : Park Atkin , . Emory Edwards , 
J. I .. Th ompson. 'ommittcc on Obil uaries : . C. H. H on eycutt, J ohn Ogl e. 
Committee on Resolutions : Rev. T. E. Wo ody, Mrs. Ida P et e r son, Mrs. 
J elti,c Harriss. Co mm ittee on S ss ions: Bros. B'ascom Ray, J . L. 
'1'ho111pson , Harley 1-l c wel l. 

Bro. Mc e il a nd Bro. Carroway wer e recognized and ,;eated in th e 
. .\ ssoc iati <m. Bro. Moses P eterso n wa,-; we lco med into th e Association. 
l(ul es o f' decon1111 were read. Lette rs rece ived from Altamont Church
de legates : Mrs . Ma,' Vanoe, Bro. Charl es Stam ey, . Bro. J . L. Thomp
:,on. Ba rn a rd svi lle Church- delegates : Frank Bu rl e. on, Sister E liza 
Ballard . H 0 port of A r ran ge ment Committee : 

" We, yccur Committee on Arrange ments, submit t he fo ll ow ing that 
lhis Associalon sha ll meet at 9:30 A. M., a lso at 2:30 P. M. :preachin g 
ho ur JJ A. M. and K P. M. Bro. M. T. Tiay t o preach ton ight (Thurs.) 
1-: 00 P. M. 

A s hort talk was n,ade b. Rev . M. T . Ray t o urge th e Free W il l 
Bapti,;t s to work and " p ress onward toward the g oal." Dis m.issed by 
Rev. L. A. Atk ins. Frid;.•y met at 9 :30 A. M. Prayer , Rev . C. H. Honey
cutt. l:n fini shed bus in ess. Bald M<,untain d2legates fa iled to appear. 
S uspen ded r u le for t his yea r co ncern ing minute mon ey and recognized 
Bi g- Creek Church . Repor t- de legates : Bros. Harley Ho well, James 
De~·to n, Park At kin s and Ti uedy 1-l on c> ,•cutt . 
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Committ~e on . Missions as follows: 

"We, ycur crrurnittEe on Mi;.sions, advise that our church hel1 
. their pastors, look after the poor, the sick and the orphans and that 

a committee•.· be appointed in each church to collect money for the Or
phans' Home; that our preachers deliver at least ·cne sermon each year 
on "Giving." This report was received· and discussed by Bro. Pretsell 
Blevins and adopted. 

Letter rzceived from Prices Creek Church Delegates~ W. R. Arro
wood, Mrs. W. R. Arrowood. Co:mmittee on General Church Wc!rk re• 

. port as follows: 

"We find that our churches are not doing Vvhat they should for 
the support of the Gospel. V•!e advise onr churcn members to pay oLtr 
Pastors more and recommend that each church organize a ·Ladies' Aid 
Society and ask that each church contribute to our Orphanage at 
Middlesex; tihat any church which does not give the sum of $10.00 
shall not be represented in our Association. We urge C.:ur Pastors. to 
keep their churches in remembran~e of the necessity of supporting our 
orphans and advise two yearly collections for them, one at Thanksgiv
ing and another at such time as he thinks best." This rep:,rt was re
ceived and discussed by Sister Minnie Radford; Rev. M. T. Ray and a
dopted. 

Committee on Deeper Devotion reports as follows: · 

"We, the Committee on Deeper Devotion, submit the follo:wing:_ 
Devotion means consecration or yielding ourselves to God. Rom~ris 
12--1. The Bible teaches· justificatic:n or the new bi'rth, which is the r~
sult of repentance and faith, confessing Christ as a personal Saviour.' 
Sanctification as a definite work of grace, which purifies the heart 
from carnal.rity and annoints with power.'' This report was discussed 
by L. A. Atkins1 T. E. Woody and adopted. 

Letters received as follows: McKinney's Chapel-Delegate: D. S. 
''1\'.IcKinney. Prices Cr(Sek-Delegates seated and assigned homes. 
-~. . 

·~J Adjourned for preaching at 11:00 A. M. by Rev. Pretsell Blevins. 
Matthe_w 23-33. "And ye would not." 

Friday evening met at 2 :30. Prayer . by Bro. Edwards. Committee 
on Education reports as follows: 

"We advise all parents in our churches to investigate tbe char
acter of teachers and p!rotest against· the employment of anyone who 
is not a Christian. W e1 advise the employment of Free Will Baptist 
teachers when possible and urge our members to place good literature 
(espcially our church paper, 'The· Free Will Baptist') in you.r homes, 
and help our young ministers to secure an: education by contributipg 
t.o our College.'' This report was received and discussed by Bro. John 
Ogle a,nd Sister Minnie Radford and adopted. 

Committee on Sabbath Schools report_s as follows: 

"We, the Committee on Sabbath Schools, recclmmend that there be 
a Sunday School in every one of our churches every Sunday; and that 
'ive be loyal to our Sunday School; and that al1' officers and teachers 
.-;hGuld be our best Christians.". This report was received' and dis
rns:ed by Rev. T. E. Woody, Rev. M. T. Ray and adopte~. 
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Committe,e on Temperance reports as follows: 
"We rec.om mend - that' all the members of oun churches do their 

best to stop th(1 . sin of strc'ng drink through prayer and the enforce
ment of ou:r State laws in a Christian way." This report was received 
and discussed, by Rev: Pretsell Blevins, Rev. L. A. Atkins, Rev. M. T. 
Day,, Sister l\'Iinnie Radford and adopted. 

Committee on Finance report $36.36. Adjourned. 
I 

Saturday moi;ning, Sept. 6th, met at 9:30 .A:. M. Prayer by Rev. 
L. A, Atkins. 

The following obituaries are handed in for printing: 
Lucinda Ander:sori was born .Oct. 10,' 1862, died May 18, 1930, 

age 67 years 5 months and 8 days. Sister Anderson was · a charter 
member of Terry's Fork Free Will Baptist Church where she re
m:iined a· faithful; member ·until death• and said just before dying that 
she ,., as ready to go. 

Rev. W, R, Rice was born Jul,y 28, 1870, died June 10, 1930. Pro
fetisc<l religion in 1903 and was, a charter member of the Free Will 
Baptist church at Pensaccla. 'Bro. Rice was patient during his last ill
ness. He desired ,to get well, but he seemed to be perfectly willing to 
go in obediende to the call of our-Heavenly Father. 
· Mus. J. N. Wilson died July 4,. 1929, ' age 55 years. She was a 
faithful member of the Pensacola Free Will Baptist Chuirch. 

Mrs. Themas McKinney died June 2, 1930. She belong,ed to the ' 
North Bend Free Will Baptist Church. Mrs. McKinney was a great 
helper in her community. 

Molisey Peterson, born February 3, 1861, died December 1, 1929, 
Mrs. Sallie Duncan, born March 2, 1&81, died June 19, 1930. 

"She is gone but not forgc1tten; 
Never will her memory fade; 

Sweetest thoughts will ever linger, 
Around the grave, where she is laid." 

Committee on Resolutions report as follows: · 
"We, your Committee en Resolutions, submit the following: 

RESOLVED-!. That e,ach preacher make a report of' his work at 
each sessibn of our Asso~iation, and that each pastor appoint in his 
church or churches a committee to co-1!ect funds for our Orphanage, 
and that each church shall pay $10.00 a year. 

2. That it is the pleasure of this body to extend through'' our 
Moderator our · sincere thanks, to this. church and comll).unity for the 
ve1y kind and hospitabl03 manner in which! they have cared ficoiz' this 
Association. 

3. Whereas, we feel that certain members of the Joe River Con
fenmce are trying to lead away, from us some of our churches, in a 
manner that we consider unnecessary and unchristian; therefore, we 
protest against this ccinduct and advise our churches to elect as past
ors, preachers of our own conforence if practicable. 

4. That we fee}, in .the death of our beloved Bro. W. R. Rice, 
we have, lost one of our most efficient Christian wo:rkers; that it is 
the desire of this1 body to recognize, by a rising vote, the good wo'rks 
don,, l(y- Deacon Rice whc!m we greatly miss in our. Association, c,on
.ference and church work. May the 'Lord bless his widow and children, . 
and may others be inspired by his Christan example to live a more 
devoted Chrisnan 'life. 

Respectfully in . His nam~ 
· M. T. ·Ray. 



ARTICLES OF FAITH 

Article 1. We believe that there· is one, and on}y one living and 
true Grd, who is in prsc.nality the Father, Son. and Holy Ghost, equal 

· and harmonious in every divine perfection. The,r,e is orie God and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ J'"slis, who gave Him
s2lf a ransom for all; to be testified in du2 time. I. Tim: 2:5. 

· .' 2. Holy Scriptures. We believe that God is the ·author of the 
Holy Bible and its teachings constitute the only infallible doctrine for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. II. Tim. 3:16. 

3. Original Apostasy. We believe that Adam was created holy, 
but by voluntary transgression fell into depravity and consequently in
volved his posterity in sin. And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food and that it• was pleasant to the eye, and a tree 
to be desired to .nfake one wise she took of the fruit thereof and diu 
eat. Gen. 3 :6. 

4. Free Grace. We belieVE• that . the grace of God comprehends 
all spiritual blessings; that the Gospel is the power of God unto sal
vation; that the. Ho,ty Spirit not only reproves .the world of sin, but 
is the means whereby sinners are convened and made wise, unto sal
vation. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek, 
,for the same Lord is rich unto all that call upon Him. Rom. 10:12. 

5. Christian Faith. We believe that Christian faith is belief in 
Jesus Christ as the. Son of God and Redeemer of the world in the 
divinity of the Holy Scriptures, that faith comes by hearing and hear
ing by the Word of God. He that believeth in the Son hath everlast
ing life, but he• that believeth: not in the Son shall not see !Jfe; ,bu~· 
the wrath of God abideth on him. John A:36. ·. · 

6. Repentance. We bdieve that rep2ntance is sorrow for sin, and 
the kind of sor:riow which produces· Godly repentance must be preceded 
by effectual conviction of sin. Now I rejoice not that ye were made 
sorrow but that ye sorrowed to repentance, for ye were made sorrow 
after a Godly manner, that -ye might receive damage by us in nothing. 
For Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented 
of, but the sorrow of the world. worketh death. II. Cor. 7:9-10. 

7. Free Agency. We believe that the human will is free, and 
that men have the ability to accept or r2ject the conditions of salva
tion as they are revealed in the Holy Scriptures. He hath showed thee, 
0 man, what is good, and what doth the Lord require of thee but to 
do justice and love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God·? Micha 
6:8. 

8. Perseverance. We do not believe, under the Gospel dispensa
tion, any soul is elected to eternal life unconditionally, but that those 
who by faith pie.rsevere to the, end will bE! saved; that it is possible 
for men, w,ho have! been convertEd, to make. shipwreck of the faith, 
turn again to sin and' be lost. And Jesus said unto him: No man hav
ing pyc his hands' to the plow, and looking back is fit for the king
dom of God. Luke 9:62. 

9. Good Works. We believe that good works is the result cf· 
faith, and not; of necessity; that thos2 who have fait)1 will do works 
of righteousness, while those who have not faith cannct do anything 
pleasing or acceptable to God. Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire; wherefore, by their fruits ye 
shall know them. Matthew 7:19-20. 
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10. Christian Baptism. We beliE.ve that Christian, Baptism is the 
immersion orf a believer in water, in; the name of the Father, Son and 
Hol'y Ghost; that baptism cannot be scripturally administered without 
faith in the subject who receives it. Therefore we are buried with Him 
by baptism unto deatli; that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the, Father, even so also we should walk in newness 
of life. Romans 6:4. 

11. The Loid;s Supper. We believe, that the supper was institut
ed by our Saviour as a commemorative ordinance: that the bread and 
wine represrnt His body and blood; that it was instituted for Christ
ians and that all Christians should unite in service regardless of name 
or denominational distinction. But let a man ,examine himself and so 
let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. For he that eateth 
and , drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to hims~lf 
not discerning the Lord's body. I. Cor. 1 :28-29. 

12. Feet Washing. We believe that washing the saints' feet is a 
ccmmand of our Saviour, and that His followers ought to practice, 
the same. If I, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye ought 
to wash one another's feet. John 13:14. 

13. The Gospel. We believe it , is the ducy of all churches to sup
port the Gospel. Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the Gospel should live cd' the Gospel. I. Cor. 9:14. 

--0--

CONSTITUTION 

Article 1. This Association shall be composed of delegates chosen 
and sent from each individual church. 

' 2. The d~legates chosen and sent shall be recommended in a letter 
from the churc11 to which they belong and shall' include the minister ;, 
and some of the ablest members belonging ~o the church. •, 

3. The Association shall elect annually a Moderator and Clerk. 

4. The rules of decorum shall be read immediately after the body 
, is organized. 

5. The Association will encourage a second ministry; such as 
pr:sent Christ as an all-sufficient Saviour; having made salvation 
pinsible for every human being on the terms of the Gospel, which is 
freely offered to all. 

6. Any minister in good standing, whether a delegate or not, may 
be invited to a seat and take part in the ·proceedings, and have his 
name enrulled in our minutes. 

7. The Association may appoint such, committees as may be nec
ESsary Jor the expedition of business, and ever;y committee appointed 
to any particular business, shall report their proceedings in writing to 
the Association while in session, and all reports made by committees 
may be adopted ,or rejected by the body. 

8. The Association shall have a book in which shall be kept an 
accurate account of all its proceedings. 

5 

- .. _____ 



9. Any church may become a member of the Association by 
making application by letter or by delegate and adopting' our articles 
of faith and church covenant. 

10. The Association may withdraw from any church that becomes· 
disorderly or refuses to be represented. 

11. There shall be an . associational fund for defraying expenses 
and· charges that may accrue, and for, replenishing such; each church 
may contribute at Pleasure. · 

12. There shall be a Treasurer appointed by the Association, 
whose duty it shall be to have care of and account for .the money com
mitted to his charge. 

13. The,, Association shall use the Free Will Baptist Treatise in 
full. 

14. Each church· shall be allowed one vote for every ten members 
or fraction thereof. 

15. The Association advises all its churches to commemorate the 
death and suffering of our Lord at least twice a year. 

16. The Association shall pay its Clerk at least $5.00 for hii:' 
services per annum. 

--()--

RULES OF DECORUM 

Article 1. This Assc•ciation shall be ·opened and closed with prayer. ( 

2. There shall be no conversation by the members, one with an
other, so as to interrupt business while in session. 

3. Every member wishing to speak. shall fitst rise to his feet and 
address the Moderator. 

4. No member shall interrupt another while speaking. 

5. We will admit no other title but that of "Brother" while in 
sessiun. 

6. Every member speaking shall attend to the subject under con
sideration. 

7. No member shall spe;tk more than three times on one subject. 

8. Every motion made and seconded shall be attended to, unless 
withdrawn by the person who made it. 

9. No member shall absent himself from the body while in session 
without leave of the Moderator. 

10. On all motions, where the vote of the body is taken, a ma-
jorit:y shall prevail. 

I 

11. The Moderator shall have the same privilege to speak as any 
other member, provided the chair is filled. 

12. Any member transgressing the above rules shall be admon
ished by the Moderator. 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

1. · Having given ourselves t'o the Lrn·d through Jesus Christ, we 
agree to adopt the Free Will Baptist faith, we now givr1 ourselves to 
each, other by the help of God. . 

· 2. We · solemnly covenant before God: that we will carefully ob
serve the commandments implied by a confession od' faith, and in the 
spirit of meekness rebuke and admonish those ·who have gone/ astray, 
and watch over each other, being careful of each other's reputation, 
and use our influence to\ the upbuilding of the church and forl the ad
vancement of the cause c;f Christ, endeavoring to seek the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds ot' peace, and. to confess our faults orie to another, 
and to strengthen those who are weak. 

' . 

3. We promise that by the help of God we will faithfully p'mc
ticc1 family and secret prayer, and strive to cultivate the doctrine of 
G:;d's revealed Word in the minds of those under our care. 

4. We also agree to use our influence for the support of. the 
Gospel and to contribute liberally to aid the ministry. according to our 
several abilities. Also we agree to be liberal with those that are afflict
ed and needy, and especially those of_ the household of faith. 

5. · We also agree to attend the monthly· meetings regularly, if 
not providentially hindered, and sub\mit to all ordinances implied in a 
Profession of Faith. 

6. We also agree to abstain from all sinful and vain amusements. 

•. 7. We also agree to abstain frctrn all intoxicating liquors and not 
, to use it as a beverage, nor to aid or assist ini the manufacture of 
'· such nor furnish it to. others. 

8. We also agree to encourage home and foreign missions, edu
cation, Sabbath schoo"is, good morals, and everything that is to the 
glory of God and to the welfare of men. And may the Godi of peace• 
sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless until the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that we may be happily admitted into the kingdom 
of God, where we may ascribe honor unto the Lamb forever. Amen. 
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