


PROCEEDINGS.

The First Annual session of the Jasper Freewill Baptist
Association was held with Beech Grove t‘]m]'t'h,. Walker
county, Ala., on the 1st and 3rd days of October, 1887.
The introduetory sermon was preached by Rev. G. C.
Elliott. Text: Act. 10th chapter, 34 and 35 verses. Af-
ter recess and refreshments the Association was called to
order by the Rey. W. H. Nelson, Moderator pro tem.
After singing by the congregation and prayer by the Mod-
erator, business was transacted in the following order, viz:

= [l‘.ﬂilt"l'f ["]';tllliré was Eli#i}i}i[ ii'tl {'1""!'E~I j""'” L.

2.  Letters from the churches were called for, handed
in and read, and names of delegates enrolled as per statis-
tical table.

o. l’l'ln'{*wi!'i] 1O -'-lm'[ i }'[H'lt*]':ilul' :Hlil Vll’!'l!{; 'a'n'h[‘]'l‘—
upon, Rev. W. A. Nelson, was elected Moderator, and
Robert Franks, Clerk.

4. Opened the door for the reception of new churehes,
and petitionary letters were pre:ented as follows: Pleas-
ant Hill and Cedar Grove. The delecates were received,

the Moderator giving the right hand of fellowship.
5. CQalled for i‘rll‘l‘t‘r']“.ﬂu]t‘l:l'!' fiom sister Associations :
Vernon Association was represented by Rev, T. J. Spring-

field and Rev. R. H. Tomlin.

G. Invited visiting ministers (o seats with us. Father

Tidwell, of the Missionary order takes a seat.

T. On motion. that the ."kli-"]I-l'.'lin:-l' ;al*.];nini all the com-

mittees.
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Az The Association ronvenns according to adjournment,
; - ¢} “]H'Hii‘l;.t' Service was conducted Ijj,' Rev. GG C. Elliott.
the deacons of this chureh.

' 1K . F. Burlason and | Minutes of Saturdav was read and approved.
On Finance—J. B2 Kendrick, W. ¥. b irl 5 of Sat , {P]
9. ‘mn L .
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: I. On motion. the reading of the Constitution was
W. T. Reeton. ORI I. J. Wesley and : called for, read and approved.
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10. ; : r lerator and Clerk. 2. Invited ministers of ether denominations to seats
;. P. Banchn with the Modera ° : VLRI ; ;
ey S -9 . Files and T. P. Swindle. with us. None present,
13 On Sabbath Schools—J. 1. F1ies _ ' o ) : . :
e T.J. Wesley, G. W. Moore and G, 9.  Reports of committees are called for and presented
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12.  On Lateratur . as lollows : _
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. lliott. hi port thal Rev. John Baughn ON DOCUMENTS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS.
v .’ : E o S & ‘:.“. lltl:gl.. I'é )} iy 3 ) ' : ; :
Committee on ] 3 o'clock, p. m., Rev. W. A. & We the committee on (documents and order of business
is appointed to preach at o o'clock, ]
is appointe

' caeh 10- 11*_"]1[.
Nelson preach to-ny + AV T
Prayver meeting at ¥ 0'CloCK,

Sunday morning R. H. Tomlin preach af

. King. Rev.
ducted by Bro. C. M. Kking.
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at 2 o'clock.
W. A. Nelson, !‘-t‘:_-;u']i al < 0 C1OC)

recommend the former order of business.
mend that Mount Pleasant be the place of
session of the Jasper Association. We also recommend that
we i“.%[H"IIh‘t‘ with I“HI'I‘N‘I !Iln'('u']'n;,":-;. and in h'p” ”H'I'I'HI‘, il“ll‘l
a ministers annual meeting, where seleet subjects pertain-
ing to the fundamental Intergst o' the cause he discussed,

We also recom-
holding the next

Respectfully submitted,

G. (. ErvrorT, Chairman.

is adopted and committee discharged.
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the decrease. We, therefore, urge it upon our brethren to
look after this all important interest, as we believe it to be
an auxiliary power in the hands of Providence, in leading
souls to Christ. Respeetfully submitted, |
J. F. FiLEs, Chairman.

On motion, report is’adopted and committee discharged.

Resolved, that the ministers annual meeting be held
with Bethel Church, Marion county, Ala., near Allen’s
Factory and convene on Saturday before the third Sabbath
in August, 1888. The introductory sermon be preached
by Rev. G. C. Elliott.

Resolved. that this body ordain all ministers bearing a
good recommendation from their respective churches, at
the annual Associations.

On motion, the next session of this body will convene
with Mount Pleasant church, Marion county, Alabama, 8
miles south of Pearce’s Mills, on Saturday before the 1st
Sabbath in Qctober, 1838, Fev. J. R. Hulsey to preach
the introductory sermon; Rev. T. P. Swindle alternate.

REPORTS OF MINISTERS.

Rev. R. H. Tomlin, reports as follows: Sermons 100,
prayers 100, sick room visits 20, baptized 25, organized 1
c¢hurch, ordained 1 preacher, burials 6.

Respectfully submitted, R. H. TomLIN.

Rev. . C. Elliott reports as follows: Sermons preached
94, prayers 100, members received 20, baptized 5, commun-
jon service 2, organized one church, Marriages 2, burials 2,
funerals 1, served two churches, miles traveled 1212,

Respectfully submitted, G. C. ELLIoTY.

Rev. W. A. Nelson reports as follows:  Sermons preached
88, members received by baptism 16. Received by letter
15, total 31; funerals 2, burials 2, total number of prayers
100. Respeetfully submitted, W. A. NELSON.

Rev. T. P. Swindle reports as follows: Sermons 46,
prayers 5i, burials 3, baptized 4, ecommunion service 4, mar
riages 1. wspeetfully submitted. T. P. SWINDLE.

Rev. James.J. Wesley report as follows: Sermons 5/
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prayers 63, marriages 1, served one chareh.

Respeetfully submitted, JAMES J. WESLEY.

On motion, that Rev. T. J. Springfield write a circular

letter to be appended to our next minutes. Choosing his

own subjeet.

On motion. that the Rules of Decorum, Constitution and
Articles of Faith, be appended to our minutes.

On motion, Robert Franks was elected to superintend
the printing of the minutes, assisted by Rev.J. J. Wesley.

On motion, Rev. J. J. Wesley was elected treasurer and
was instrneted to pay over the Associational funds in his
hands to the Secretary

On motion, that our thanks are due and hereby tender-
ed to Beech Grove church, and Fiil'l'uillll]in;:: :_'t.H]IiIIlIIlii}'
for their unlimited hospitality and kindness shown to
members and visitors of the Association.

On motion. our thanks are hegreby tendered to the offi-
cors of this Association for the faithful discharge of duty
during this =ession,

On motion, adjonrned to meet at Mt. Pleasant church, 8
miles South of Pearces Mills, Marion county, Ala. Satur-

day before the 1st Sabbath in October, 15858.

-

After appropriate remarks by the Moderator and prayer
by Rev. T. J. Springfield, a hymn was sung and the part-

ine hand was taken amid tears and shouts of joy.
W. A NELSON, MODERATOR.
ROBERT FRANKS, CLERK.
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ARTICLES OF FAITH.

Wwe believe there isone, and but one living and

Equal

OF GOD.—ARTICLE L
true God. Whois in pt‘l'ﬁﬂl’lil.”l}' the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
and harmonious in every Divine perfection.

OF THE HOLY SORIPTURES—ART, 2. We believe that God is the aunthor
of the Holy Bible; and that its teachings constitute the only infallible doc-
trine for the government of His Church.

OF ORIGINAL APOSTASY,.—ART. 3 We believe that Adam was created
holy, but by voluntary transgression foll into depravity, and consequently
involved his posterity in sin.

OF FREE AGENUCY.—ATL 4, Wwe believe that the grace of God compre-
hends all spiritual blessings. That the Gospel is the power of ‘God unto
Salvation. That the Holy Spirit not only reproves the world of sin, but is
the menns whereby ginners are converted and made wise unto Salvation.

OF CHRISTIAN FAITH.—ART. 5. We believe that Christian Faith is
helief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Redeemer of ti#e world, and the
divinity of ihe Holy seriptures. That “*Faith comes by hearing and hearing
by the word of God.”

OF RE.PES"AN{:E.-—-Awr. 6. We believe that repentance is gorrow for
sin: and the kind of sOrrow which constitutes godly repentance, must be
preceded by effectunl convietion for sin.

OF FREE AGENCY.—ART, 7. We believe that the human will is free.
And that men have ability to acceptl or reject the conditions of salvation as
they are revealed in the Holy Seriptures.

PERSEVERANCE.- Anrr. 8. Wedo not believe under the Gospel dispen-=
gation, that any soul is elected to u_wr:ml life, nneonditionally. But that
those who by faith persevere 1o the efid will be saved, Thatitlis possible for
men who have been converted, 1o «Make ship wreck of the Faith,” turn
again tosin and be tinally losi.

OF GOOD WOHRKS., ART. 9. We believe that good work is the result of
faith, and not of nec gsity. That those who have faith will do works of
righteonsness; while those who have no faith, cannot do anyihing pleasing
or acceplable unio God

OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. ART. 10. We believe that Christian Baptism
is the immersion in water of a believer in the names of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost. Thai Baptism cannol be Seripturally administered without
faith in the subject who receives 1L

OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. AwrTt. 1L we believe the Supper Was instl-
tuted by our Saviour ns a vumtm-nu.{rnllne ordinance. That the bread and
wine represent His body and blood. That it was instituted for Christians
and that all Christinns should unite in performing 1the sacred service, re-
gardless of naMES or denominal jonal distinctions,

OF THE SOUL. ART. 12. We believe that man is a living soul. That the
body will die, but that the gonl is jmmeortal. That death is the geparation
of the mortal and jmmortal paris.

OF THE HE‘-&I.‘HHEL"I‘IUE. ART, I3. We believe in the regurrection of
the dead, When the resurrection shall take place the soul and pbody will
reunite and form an immortal beimg, That the righteous will be received
into a state of everlasting happiness, 1o reign with God forever and ever.
But the wicked will be pound hand and foot, and casl into outer darkness.
#The wicked are driven away in thelr wickedness, but the righteous have

hope in their death.”
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STATISTICS OF THE JASPER FREEWILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION FOR 1887.
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