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FREE WILL BAPTIST

BiBLE COLLEGE
Presented By

Wayne Martin

ﬁ ﬁbfrd ammal session, of the.laspar
ssociation, convened with Oak Grove ehuggh; W--_m

il : Ala., October 5th, 1889. The introductory ser-

= n iras prenched by Rev William A.Nelson; te ct, John

B 1& 7 verse. At the close of the sérvice, a 'mm of an

wur was taken, after which, the mmmtem and delegates
w&m requested to meet in tiae house to organize and pro-
ceed to business.

The congregation came together by singing, after whlch

Rev. R. H. Tomlin offered prayer. The former Modera.
© tor being absent, the Clerk, brother Robert Franks, called

the body toorder; and on motaon1 Rev. W. A. Nalsnu was

called to the cltatr, and business was transacted as follows:

1. Letters from the churches were called for, handed
in and read, and their contents enrolled as per statistical

table.

2. Proceeded to elect a Moderator and Clerk, where-
upon, Rev. W. A. Nelson was elected Moderator and broth-
er Robert Franks was elected Clerk.

3. Opened the door for the reception of new churches

- and petitionary letters. None presented.

4. Called for mmepoademe from sister Associations,
and the following brethre nted themselves and re-

e ceived the right hand of fe]lowsh Bp' tht. Rwar Amel
mut

:z’ | -f""n-—R&? L. R _Wmsef J A

2 'Inﬁta'tmu was g‘iﬁn to ministars of other denominations

* totake seats with us. OId father W. P. Smith, of the

ptist order, accepted aseat.

B g Onmotinn,'itm_f' T
~ point all the committee

7. Committee on 'pre_mhiag is composed of | eth

J. . Underwood, D.Z.

,' - on finance are as follows: Bnathron T,
"-mas-ana.r.-:e;mdm—- e




g tey

are as follows: Revs. R. H. Tomlin, G. C. Elliott, T. P.

Swindell, G. P. Banghn and J. Jeffers, with the Moderator
and Clerk.

10. Committee on Sabbath Schools is as follows:
Brethren V. T. Davis, R H. Tomlin and J. Jeflers.

11. Committee on Literature, brethren K. G. Parks,
Joseph Atkins Jr. and G. W. Moore.

12. The committee on preaching report that Rev. J.
Jeffers preach to-night; followed by Rev. L. R. Winsel.
Rev. E. G. Parks preach to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock:
Rev. R. H. Tomlin at 11 o'clock ; Rev. William A. Nelson
alternate. Rev. W. P. Smith at 3 o.clock, and Rev. W.
A. Nelson preach at night.

13. On motion, Rev. W. A. Nelson, R. H. Tomlip and
brother Robert Franks be sent as delegates to the Ver-
non Association, and that they also carry a letter to the
same,

14. On motion, Rev. R. H. Tomlin, G, C. Ellott, J.
P. Swindell, E. G. Parks and W. A. Nelson are elected
delegates to the Flint River Association. Also, that Rev.
W. A. Nelson and R. H, Tomlin are elected delegates to
the Tupelo Baptist Association,

15. On motion, the Association adjourned to meet
Monday morning 8 o’clo¢k. Prayer by brother k.G Parks.

16. Rev. J. Jeffers preached a soul stirring sermon
Saturday night ; followed by Rev. L. R. Winset. Text
Eph. 2¢,1 verse.

« SUNDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

Sunday morning at 9 o’clock, Rev. E. G. Parks preach- |
ed from Romans 10 chapter, verse not given. Rev. R. H.
Tomlin preached at 11 o’clock to a large and attentive
congregation. Al the close of the sermon the Lord’s Sup-
per was administered to a large number of ::.s:n'nuumiua'ntﬁ.
The text was Ezekiel 18 chapter, 31st verse. A glorious
time wa-~ enjoyed. Rev. W. P. Smith, of the Missionary
Baptist preached at 3 o’clock, and it was a reviving ser-
mon ; from Gal. 3 chapter, 26 verse. At night, Rev. W. A.
Nelson preached to a large and attentive congregation.
His 1ext was Luke 14 chapter, 27 verse, The result was
one conversion and one aceession to the church.

Moxnay Morxing, 8 o'clock.
The Association met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer

o R

by brother G. P. Baughn ; after which the Moderator called

the body to order. Roll was called and the delegates an-
swer to their names. All present, The proceedings of
Saturday were read and approved.

1.  On motion, it was agreed to have the Constitution
read. It was read and approved.

2. Invite visiting ministers of other denominations to
seats with us,  Old father Williams, of the Missionary
Baptists, takes a seat.

3. Reports of committees are called for, and presented
as follows, viz:

7 ON DOCUMENTS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS.

We recommend that Friendship church be the place to hold the next
session of this Association. We, also, recommend that the Ministers
and Deacons Meeting be held in lieu of the DListrict Meetings, and that
greater efforts be made therein for such subjects to be introduced and
practical as will advance the caase and promote our best and highest
interest and the glory ol God.

tespectfully submitted,
R. H ToMmuix, Chairman.

On motion, the report is adopted and the committee discharged.

ON LIERATURE.

We find Great efforts being made in literary attainments, God
grant that our ministers may take hold upon all means in use for a
still greater degree for the advancement of the same, and remember
that Buck's theology is the best book to aid us in the work. And fur-
ther we recommend a careful study of the Bible, the best of all books.

Respectfully submitted,
E. G Pamks, Chairman.
On motion, the report is adopted and the committee discharged.

ON FINANCE.

We find the total amount of cash on hand to be 13 95.
Respectfully submitted,
T. P. WirLr1ams, Chairman.
On motion, the report is adopted and the committee discharged.

ON SABBATH BCHOOLS.

We are glad to report the Sabbath School interest in our churches
i increasing, but it is not yet as good as we desire to see it. We,
therefore, urge the brethren to look after this important interest, fully
believing that it is an auxilary to the church in briugi ng souls to Christ
and expanding and developing the mind for God and his glory and our
eternal good. Respectfully submitted,
: R. H. Toxrix, Chairman.
On motion, the report is adopted and the committee discharged

Resornvep 1. That the Ministers and Deacons annual meeting be
held with Pleasant Hill Chureh, three miles North-East of Eldridge
Station, on the K. C. M. & B. Kailroad, Walker county, and that it
convene on Friday before the first Sabbath in Augusi, 1800. Rev. G,
C. Elliott to preach the introductory sermon.
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- MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.
On motion, it was agreed that the proceedines of tl
Ministers and Deacons last meeting bEF appendgd to tl:g
~minutes, and that a list of subjects to be discussed during

the next Aassociational year, also, be published in the
minutes. The subjects and speakers are as follows :

1. Sabject—Shall we receive members on letters with- .

out immersion? Rev. T. P. Swindell will speak on this

" subject.

2. Subject—On the dignity of Sunday Sc ork
_ ‘ ¥ School work.

Brother W, H. Hilton writes on that subject.
9. Subject—What kind of preaching is needed to-day
In our pulpits? J. N, Roberts, of the Primitive Baptists,

- speaks on this subject.

4. Subject—Can we improve on the doctrine and pol-
ity of our denomination? Brother J. V. Smith speaks on
this subject. = \

5. Subject—Should the doctrine of future punishment
be preached more frequently than it is? Brother L. R
Winset, of the Flint River Association, speaks on this sub-"
Ject. All these subjects are to be discussed durine this
next associational year, . " phien

On motion, it was agreed to hold the next session of the
Association with Friendshisp Churchy two miles North
West of Pikeville, in Marion county, and that it will con-

‘vene on Saturday before the first Sabbath in October, 1890.

The introductory sermon to be preached by Rev. J. Jef-
fers, with _Bev. G. P. Baughn, alternate. :

On motion, it was agreed that Rev. R. H. Tomlin write
a circular-letter to be appended to these minutes,

On motion, it was agreed that the Rules of Decorum
Constitution and Articles of Faith be appended to then.c;
minutes. . % - |

‘On motion, it was agreed that this Association dispense
with the ordination of ministers, and grant the rite to each
chureh, and that the chureh where the rite is to be per-
formed, can call aid from sister churches, in order to form
a presbytery, |  w N T

On motion, it was agreed that the Clerk superintend
the printing of the minutes, and that he have three dol-
lars for his service, and have as many minutes printed as
the funds in hand will pay for, that the printer send the

miqutes tﬁ_the Clerks of the churches accordine to contri--
butmn. £

v

- —

B

On motion, brother Thomas Noles was elected Treasurer,
and was instructed to pay over,the funds in his hands to.
the Clerk to pay for printing the minutes. g 2

'On motion, our thanks are due, and are hereby given to
Qak Grove church and the citizens of this community for

_kindness and hospitality to members and visitors of the

Association. ‘

On motion, a vote of thanks is hereby given to the officers
of this Association for the faithful manner in which they
have discharged their duty during this Association.

* On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at the

time and place above named. 'The Moderator made some

appropriate remarks, and then offered prayer. A hymn
was sung and the parting hand was taken amid tears and
shouts of joy. e " -

: W, A. NkLsox, Moderator.

Ropert Fraxks, Clerk.
MINISTER’S REPORTS.

Rev. R. II. Tomlin reports as follows . viz., Preached 75 sermons,
traveled 1000 miles, Railroad expenses §55 00, offerred 100 prayers, at-
tended seven burials, visited 100 sick persons, and officiated at four
marriages. Respectfully submitted, R, H, Tomlin, = .

Rev. G. C. Elliott reports as follows  Preached 42 sermons, offerred

77 prayers, received into the churches 16 members, baptized 19, per-
tormed -1. marriage ceremony, attended 4 funeral services, three com-

munion services and traveled 655 miles, Hespectfully submitted,
G. C. Elliott .
ks RULES OF DECORUM. A
Article 1. The Association shall be called to order by the Moder-
ator who presided at the last session  Former Clerk shall also offici- -
ate until the body is fully organized. i T |

2. The Associationshall be opened and ' closed with singing and

prayer.

3. 'The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot at each sess, '’

ion of the Association. A majority of votes by the delegates present
elects. ‘ . :

4. The names of delegates from the different churches shall be en-
rolled and ealled as often as necessary during the session. |

5. A majority of the delegates present shall rule in all cases, except
in the reception of churchesinto our body, then it must be unanimous.

6. The Moderator shall not be entitled to yote, except.in case of a
tie; and then he shall give the deciding vote, e shall be entitled to
speak on any question after others have spoken, providing he appoint
some one to the chair while he is speaking. ¥
- 7. Only one person ghall speak at the same time,. who shall arise
and address the Moderator. ¢ ¥

8. .No brother shall be interrupted while speaking ; unless he depart
from the subject under discussion or use words of personal reflection.

9. No person shall beallowed to speak more than twice on the same
subject, without leave from the Association, nor more than fifteen min-

utes at a time. : -
10. No member shall laugh or talk during the time the debates are

. going on.

11, No member ghall absent himself from the Association without

-

. “ oL *+ leave of the Moderator. :

T A A y: — o — - ~—
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ORDAINED MINISTERS AND TIIEIR POST OFFICES.

&

eV }V. A.TNELSON, Stinson, Marion county, Ala.

. o J. WESLEY, Guin, Marion county, Ala

« T:, - TOMLII{, Carbon Hill, Walker countv, Ald.

% L. P.SWINDELL, Beech Grove, Walker Co., Ala.

- o A I:JEJIEJEOTT‘L, Stinson, Marion county, Ala.

. ; JE&I* FERS, Eldridge, Walker county, Ala.
G.P. BAUGHN, Navoo, Walker ¢ounty, Ala.-

LICENTIATE MINISTERS.

g.g}._PARhS, Beech Grove, Walkér county, Ala.
- M. DICKINSON, Stinson, Marion (:4[:»:1111:\-*’r Ala
J. I:l USREY, Navoo, Walker county, Ala. e
J. COOK, Pearces Mill, Marion county, Ala.

»
- - &

. MINISTERS AND DEACONS MEETING.

The ministers and deacons meeting was held with Friendship church,
]

Marion eounty, Ala., on Saturday before the firs

ing service was conducted by Rev. T. P. Swindel‘l" Sunday in Angust. Upen-
1. Proceeded to eleet a Moderator and Clerk, which resulted in the choice

of Rev, B. H, Tomlin for Moderator, and brother J. R. Ilarton for Clerk

2. Called for corri spondence, wh |

_ ; ereupon, Rev, . inw '
?g;rggégisﬁnﬁd?n‘t from Leech Grove c-tg.lmn, Jﬂiﬁ% E_Icg‘gﬂgn;pas r;nelved '
_ «d Plersant Hill church, Walker county :'Rev J. C .E'lulﬁc';ttjt?;r?:;s

qugestore presented Mount Pleas wit ehurch Marion county
. On motion, it was agreed to hol ;

(Zrove church, Walker county, in cm?sghe i i Diesting With Oak
gince learned thag Lthe report is false,

4. Re olved that the chu
annual union meeting. rches elect dele

5, Resolved that these proceedings be appendad to the minutes of the

next annual Assoclation, Done by
betore the st Seboath ln.&ugus{m}lggl}ﬂe{; of the body in svssion, Saturday
: R, H. ToMLIN, Moderator,

gates bearing letiers to ‘he next

"J. R. HARTON, Clerk. -

CONSTITUTION. = =

ARTICLE 1. This Association shall be known as the Jasper Freeﬁill Ba .

tist Assoeiation, of Ala,, and bel -
ehurches forming the same. eachngﬁl?;lc]ﬁﬂsea of delegutes from the differnt

2. This bodysha'l be congidere being entitled to three delegates,
thority overihe aflairs othe?:Bgrg}?eifilvlmry council but having n%, an-

3. Eachehurch in this Associati r
and shall con trol its own int-srna}lgi!;‘aﬁit;g"igo ;‘:'?J:ﬁg ;ﬁr‘e}? 3 lnL il et f
mf}',iﬁiwexer,_ In extreme cases, call aid from sister ¢h urch{églplme' s
e i a%ﬂ?{?_nggi:}%g{_g?mr}ng and matters of general in terest shall be set

iggg 4 i i e igﬁ;ﬁgfﬁgoscﬁﬁ}cgz,and the decision shall be ﬁﬂ&Ei ”
uréer f:l‘}v'ho shiall be chosen at ench session ?}}%ﬁ\i&g;ﬁ?r,ﬂ?l?rtk A
i hnrlzg as%ociéttinn shall meet anuvually at such l;im%r an:ElG 1?5:3 i

3 pon by a previous annual sesslon. and shall diurn S

until all the business is transacted. ' e L

7. Churches wishing tobecome i
its Articles of Faith and cunfnr?n gg?g?:i?ggg this Association must adopt

8. Weagree as echurches of thi isociati
%;ﬁi;teathe i{ljterest i mnral.lsé};f(ﬂgl,aémn 1o use our best influe
rance Cause, fabbath Schools, Missiona
g . ry work, &e.
9. No member ofthis Association Ehaﬂ be eliglble to lhg office of Modeéra-

tor more than two successive s
tent to act in that capacity, sessions, unless no other member be compe

nce 1o
volent Institutions, such as tiEe

-"""'-H

kouse at Blue Springs, Franklin mum;l:l?:t;f:le ﬂgfnwt?g{geﬁ]m&fﬁvghﬁlﬁg :

L

-
— —— —— o i e

" ARTICLES OF FAITH,

+

OF GOD.—ARTICLE 1. We belieye there is one, and but one living and true

~ God: Who isin personality tbe Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Equal and harmo-

pious in every Divine perfection. s s | :

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES—ART. 2. We believe that God is the Author of
the Holy Bivle ; and that its teachings constitute the only in ;allible doctrine for
the government of His Church. L - , .

OF ORIGINAL APOSTASY—ART. 3. We believe that Adam was created holy:
but by voluntary transgression fell into depravity, and consequently invnlved
hig posterity in sia. | S | _ i , e g

OF FREE AGENCY—--ART. 4.- We__e believe that the grace of God comprehends
all spiritual blessings. " That the Gospel is the power of God unto Salvation. That
the Holy Spirit not only reproves the world of sin, but is the means whereby sin,
ners are converted and made wise unto Salvation. '

OF CHRISTIAN FAITH-—ART. 5. We believe that Christian Faith is belief in
Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Redeemer of the world, and the divinity of the
Holy Scriptures . That “Paith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God."” g .. .

OF REPENTANCE—ART 6, We believe that repentance is sorrow for sin ; and
the kind of sorrow which consti;utea godly repentance, must be preceded DY
effectual conviction for sin,, ewe w B Ik _

OF FREE AGENCY—ART.7, Webelieve that the human will is free. And thak

" men have abilrty to acceept or reject the conditicns of salvation as they are re- -

v ealed in the Holy Scriptures. _ . _ _

OF PERSEVERANCE—ART. 8, We do not believe under the Gospel dispensa-
tion, that any soul is elected 10 eternal life, unconditionally. But that those
who by Faith persevere {0 the end will be saved., That it is possible for men
who have been converted, to “Make shipwreck of the Faith.,"” turn again to sin
and be finally lost. ¥ @ : .

OF GOOD WORKS—ART. 9. We believe that good work is the result of Faith
and not of necessity. That those who have Faith will do works of righfeousness;
while those who have no Faith, cannot do anything pleaging or acceptable unto
Gﬁd- I ' ' d i ] :
OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.—ART. 10. We believe that Christian Baptism {sthe
jimmersion {n water of & believer in the names of the Tather, Son and Holy

Ghost. That Baptism cannot be Seripturally administered without Faith in the ‘

subject who receives it. . A

OFTHE LORD'S SUPPER . ~-ART. 1L We believe the Supper was instituted by
our Saviour asa commemorative ordinance, That the bread and wine represent
His body and blood. That it was institnted for Christians, and that all Christians
should unite in observing that sacred service, regardless of names or denomina-
tional distinetions ' - o

OF THE SOUL—ART. 12, We believe that man is a living soul. That the body

" will die, but that the soul is iramortal. That death is the separation of the mor-

ta) aud immortal parts of human beings,

OF THE RESURRECTION.—ART. 13. We believe in the resurrection of the .

Jdead. When the resurrection shall take place the soul-and body will reunite and
form aa immortal being That the righteous will be received into a state of

 everlasting bappiness, to reign with God forever a: d ever. “+But the wicked will

be bound hand and foot, and cest into outer darkness, The wicked are driven

~wway in their wickednes, but the righteous have hope in their death.”

-

-




TABULAR STATEMENT OF THE CHURCHES FOR 1889.
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Mount Olive, Marion county. llvbert Franks...... siwe <o bw - ve----|W A Nelson....|Robert Franks, Stirson, Alal 1[..]... Syl _ .a_ G1{g 225 .
Beech Grove, Walker county.|J Atkins Ir,, D Z Griffin, J F Files.....|lR H Tomlin....|J F Files. Beech Grove........|14l..] 8 2..] al..1..| 145 375
Blue Springs, Franklin co....[Not Represented. .....cocoovicmiiisercricinaliosiscocnmrecacersficesosinnnose ssins ons R s s salsaluslisliataclislealinsafanwnsa
Mount Pleasant, Marion co .. G W Moore, W S Buryhill,'T Williams W A Nelson.,..|T W Hawkius, Stinson. .... .«|18}..] 8| 3]..|..]..|..] 58] 1 56v
Cedar Creek, Frankiin ¢0..... | ot Represented . coccovvipsirrcnnsicoon]rrnpossonesesarascaliososssssssnosssssnssissionsmssssosasfindosloslootoololorlilsessloeesss |
Pleasant Hill, Walker ¢o.......J RBrown, W H Hilton......ccceeee. |G P Baughn....|W J Bavgha, Bidridge....... 1.0 12 il |
Oak Grove, Walker county., |V 'T Davis, H C Sides, J Dutton........|R H& G PB....|V T Davis. Prospeeci...........|..[.....| al...1..0 1l..] 58] 1 59 -'
Mount Joy, Marion eounty, . \J T Underwond........ PR P e «+|W A Nelson......|W A Waters, Pearces Milll...| 8i..| 4] 4l..1..1 1.1 79 2 25
Bethel, Marion countv..........|Not Represeuted. ................. ] P R PO RS reer R PP T Pese i e NTORIN VI - TR N, L A PR (R D S
Friendship, Mar.on county..|F HCantrell, T'W Terrell...............|G CElliott......|J R Hirto:, Pikeville........ (. 6 [0 D e W AR ! R A
Poplar Hpﬁugs, Walker co..|J Teague, H W King, I' Noles ..........|J Jeffeis........[H W Kiug, Mu €8.cenueenn....] 2000 3 17] 1 00
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

SUBJECT

SANCTIFICATION.

1. The term sanctify, in the Hebrew, of the old Testa-
ment and in the Greek, of the New, signifies to make holy,
Hence, holiness and sanctification are in the Scriptures
synnonymous terms. The will of God is the standard of
right: Hence, sanctifiecation is nothing less than for a
man to be brought to an entire resignation of his will to the
will of Gord, and to live in the offering up of his soul contin-
unally in the flames of love, and as a whole burnt offering to
Christ. The will is the moral faculty in man ; hence, if a
man’s will is in entire harmony with the Divine will, he is con-
formed to right, and, so long as he is in this state, he is holy,
sanctified. For benevolence —impartial love to God and
man—is the law of his being, and he is, in the Scriptural
sense, a perfect man. Hence, sanctified. See Buck’s Theo-
logical Dictionary, Article on sanct. ,

This subject needs to be carefully guarded from misappre-
hension. There has been mueh needless controversy re-
specting it, and many good people have stumbled on account
of misunderstanding the doctrine. We remark, therefore,
first, That the holiness, sanctification, or perfection requir-
ed of believers, is consistent with their condition as men.
It is not divine, nor Angelie. It is, however, the same in
kind, but not in degree; else the requirement would exceed
their capacity of compliance. Hence, sanctification impossi-
ble. To illustrate, a perfect acorn is not an oak, nor a per-
fect child a man, nor a perfect man an angel or God. All
that is required of us is, to be perfect in our sphere—to be
perfect men Noris it the perfection of Adam before the
tall. By his transgression, Adam brought himself and all
his posterity intoa depraved state—a state of infirmity and
weakness.

Neither does our connection with Adam impose on us a
necessity of sinning ; but it is such that all do sin, as soon
as they are able to, and continue to be sinners, until renew-
ed by divine grace. ‘And from the effects of the fall they
will not in this world fully recover. The moral image of God
is moved by reason of sin ; not of the first sin only, but ol
our own transgression, and never, in the present state, will
we attain that perfection which we would have reached had
no sin entered the world. In this sense, therefore, all are
imperfect, and necessarily so. These fearful consequences
of sin stand as a fearful warning to the world. Nor 18 sanc-
tification a state of infallibility, or of freedom from tempta-
tion Because the Aungels were not infallible, nor was Adam;
nor ean we ever expectto be while in a state of probation.
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thgg{'isp was tempted in all Imi'utlsl.ike as we are: of co.ur'-:e
am ; ﬁi‘;ﬁjpig lts Eot{. hm l{) hlm respect, above his Master VH;
1, to take the believer as Le is—a frail, depe '
man: The intellect beclouded, the 2 faLy SEpentan:
: the sensibilities disord

and the whole physical and ’ ' IrErod

: S phys moral powers impaired, bes ;
with temptation on every hand, from without a:{nl from \ﬁ?ﬁt

in. ‘Wi ched : :
in. 'With the strictest sincerity, therefore, the most bonest

- intention, he is ever liable to mistake in judgment, and this

may lead to error in practice. He can, then, never look up- |

on himself but with deep humility and self abasement.  In

his best estate he needs to use every petition in the Lord’s

prayer, and to depend counstantl SRl o
y on the purilying efficacy
of the blood of atonemeut. Through Grace a%{mg &’13:10{1%

stand accepted of God for a moment. - .

r . ?; ’ : . » = ;
Scfil:)lsu:‘ é{iwbntt tl;e thjeﬁt is authorized, not*only by the
s, but also by the testimony of th sXperi

ires, B g [ the most experienc-
irillgt}r‘-m_tbum, such as Wesley, Fletcher, Upham, Bgck and
qaidli?év'er gt}aﬂ %l:lotatmn _fmnli this source must sufflce It is

8 ) may mistake as long as be liv
N ' 11 g as be lives IHence
a mistake in opinion may occasion, a_mistake in Iirautiﬂe’

- . il -
Every such mistake is a transgression of the perfect law.

rp Y |- g — 43
il;extiqle, eveéry such mistake were it not for the blood of
}m{};mi?]mnt,hwanlﬂ expose us to eternal dampation. . It fol-
e a!u-i:fl;n ; :Snmfp“tlﬁer'lcm thm-'e coutinual need of the merits
0 st, ev or their actual transgressions, ai §
en ‘ ransgressions, and may say
:E;‘qthﬂ{lsei} es as wellas for their brethren, forgive ug nuﬁ*
Ie*épm?eg" Heuce, we cannot approve of the plrase “Sin-
;-j,[ per ectl’nn as applied to men bere in a militant state.
e ;ﬂlfs ad{mt-fed by all Christians that there is a growth in
thIe e an that there are provisions in the Cospel of which
r'v!llm:bﬁs nt'beherers even have not been made partakers
gl]lir-ilt{e;ﬁs];;hlcil_tgeyi do not fully enjoy, attainments in th'c:
8 4 ¢ which they have not yet mad !
spiritnal life _ _ : e. Itis true th
.31111;11;:1 li:lc_atlf}n is complete in reference to all its subjects, 7 3 b
ey -]91;511115 are forgiven: Regeneration is, alsu,enriré aud
partial Ip this change the subject ceases to be sinful

~and becomes holy ; from Leing dead in sin, he becomes dead .-

to sin, and alive.spiritually /i i | '

0 ally. With him old things have

{;atis{lef} 'aﬁ*ay, and all things have become new. He-gistran.s::
ed from the kingdom of darkness and corruption, into

that of the light and liberty of the children of God.” So the .-

f‘)ﬂmﬁplt;urews plainly teach respecting the transition from sin
thiqog::gis:vﬁiﬁm[glshgg 1{1 the work of regenration, Still
15 great work and radical change is buat the cmnmeﬁ' ¢
E{;Pgt{tnal life. It bears a striking analogy to the %)l;]rtll:]t
1 +gl natural life, in respect to its p.imary feebleness its
development and increasing vigor. " T

. (-
/ , :
The renewed man soon finds that he has a warfare before
him, numerous and subtle and powerful foes to contend with
both external and internal. Queh is evident from the ex-
Lortations addressed to Christians to fight the good fight of .
faith, to wateh and pray, to grow in grace, to press on, and
the hke.  The prayer of the Apostle for the Thesolonian

believers is highly significant. See 1st Thes., b ¢, 23 verse.
And the very God of peace sanctify you wboly, and. I pray
God your whole spirit and soul, and body be preserved blame-
Jess unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. So, also, his
exhortation to the 2nd Cor. 7¢, 1 verse. Having these prom-
ises dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi-
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting boliness in the fear
of God. Notice this langnage COMES from the regenerate
tollowers of God, thus proving clearly they were not wholy.
sapctified atrégeneration, Hence, it must be an after work;
as well as a gradual work. 1 believe icis. r
These passages cited to fully accord. with Christian expe-
rience. Altbougl the renewed soul is at the time free from
condemnation, and rejoices in the liberty of the Gospel, yet
he soon finds that thereis a part in him strongly susceptl-
ble of temptation, and prone to yield to it.” Not that he is
otill under the domiuion of sin, for to affirm’ this of the re-
generate would be @ direct contradiction. Nor is he under
necessity of committing any sin, for no being 1is subject to
such necessity, Nor do we assert that no person after re-
weneration; ever lived without committing sin ; on the oth-
er band, the Scriptures show that it is the duty and privi-
lege of every one s0 to live. Itis important,in order to frec
the divine arrangement from imputation, as well asfor oth-
er purposes, to anderstand well that no man, and especially
that no renewed man, is necessiated to comnit & single " sin.
Whatever may be true in regard to our fallen state, or un-
pardonable cireumstances, yet if we sin, we do it as free
moral agents, voluntarily. S %5 1
As already remarked, we cannot affirm that any have
lived witbout committing sin subsequently to their justifica-
~ tion. But respecting the mass of true Dbelievers, the evi.
dence botli from Scripture and experience is, that they do
commit sin after regeneration. And a provision 18 made for
those who do sin, and the privilege and duty are set forth
~of their entire sanctification. This state, as already seen, is
not one of absolute perfection ; nor is it aconfirmed state in
_opposition to a state of probation, nor one free from temp-
tation, nor from the necessity of constant dependence ou
Grace and constant faith in Clrist, and reliance on the
blood of the Atonement. But it is not a state of entire con-
ecration to God, and devotion to His will, In the Scrip-
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ture it is variously brought to view, and termed Holiness,
sanctification, consecration, spiritnal-mindedness, perfection
and the like.

[n proof of the doctrine of entire sanctification, we recom-
mend:  Frst, the moral law requires perfect obedience.
Deut. 21e, 26 verse. Gal. 3 ¢, 10 verse. Cuarsed be he that
confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them. Matt.
93¢, 37 and 40 verses. Jesus said unto him, thoua shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, (not a part) and with
all thy soul, (not a part) and with all thy mind, (not a part)
This is the first and great commandment. And the second
is like unto it, Thoun shalt love thy neighbor as thyseltf, On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
James 3¢, 10 verse. “Whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all*”  Hence, the
Gospel is no less strict in its requirements. It 1s not ne
cessary to employ argoment to prove that the Gospel abro-
gates none of the requirements, renew none ol he sanctions
of the moral law. The contrary is most expressly affirmed.
Said our Faviour, Matt. ¢, 17 verse Think not that I am
come to destroy the law or the prophets. 1 am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill  Seo the apostle in Rom. 8¢, 4v, says
That the righteousness of of the law might be fulfilled
in us, not a part of its claims, but all. Who walk not after
the flesh, but after the spirit. God, therefore, requires en-
tire conformity to him. 1 his is generally admitted. Now,
would God require impossibilities? No. He requiresus to
cease from sin, and love him with the whole heart. This,
then, with his grace, we are able to do.

God does not require the existence of sin in any of his
creatures. All sin is committed against his will, and he does
all he wisely can for its prevention and removal. The pas-
sages of Seripture which teach this sentiment are too nu-
merous and familiar to be eited. We may rest assared, then
if any mortal being is not saved from all sin, 1t 18 In no sense
nor degree the fault of God. God made provision for entire
deliverence from sin, and sanctification to himself. What
we, in our sinful state eould not accomplish, may be accom-
plished through Christ Rom. 8¢, 3 and 4 verses. For what
the law conld not do, in that it was weak through the tlesh,
God sending his own son in the likeness of sinful flesh and
for sin condemned sin in the flesh ;that the righteousness
of the law migt be fulfilled in us who walk not alter the flesh
but after the Spirit. The blood of Jesus Christ his son
cleanseth from all sin. 1 John, le, and 7v. If| then, any
are not wholly sanctiged, it is not for want of a gracious afl
complete provision for that purpose. Amen, R. H TomMLIN.
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