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PROCEEDINGS . 

• 

The third annual se::;sion, or the ,Jasper Freewill Baptist 
Association, convened with Oak Grove church, \Valker 
county, Ala., October 5th, 18 9. The introductory ser
mon was preached by Rev. \Villiam A. Nelson; text, John 
lc., 7 ,·ersP. A L the clm,e or the s~rvice, a recess of an 
hour was taken, al'ter which, the mini::;ters and delegates 
were requested to meet. in the hou~e to organize and pro
ceed to bw;;i ness. 

The congn.,gation came together by singing, after which, 
Rev. R. II. Tom]in offered p1·a~·er. The former Modera
tor beiug: nhscnt, the Clerk, brother Robert Franks, called 
the bod,,· to order; nnd on motion, Rev. \Y. A. N ebon was 
called to the chair, and hn"'ines::-; wns trammcted as follows: 

1. LetiPr.., from the <:hnrches \YCre ca11ed for, handed. 
in and l'Ci.tcl, nncl their cnnleuts <~nro1Jed as per statistical 
table. 

2. l'roceedPd to elect a l\Ioclerator and Clerk, where
upon, Re\. \\'. ~\.. Selson was e]ecletl.:\foderator and broth
er Robert Frank..;; was elected Ulerk. 

3. Operwd the door for the reception of new ehnrches 
and petitionary ]etters. .No:1e presented. 

4. Call<'d for corresponcleneP from sister Associations, 
11Hl the followiup: brethren presented themselves andre
ceiYed llJe rip:ht hnnd of felJowship: Flint River A~soci
ation-Rev. L. H. \Vinset, J. A Smuthers, John Haddle
felt a.tHl S .. J. Bradford. These deleg<.ttes were cordially 
recein~tlln• the bod\·. . . 

lnYilutiou W<b gi,-en to mini..;ter ·of other denominations 
to te1ke seat..;; with us. Old father \V. P. Smith of the 
Mis,.,ionnry B<lpti...,t order. accepte<l a, eat. 

G. On motiun, it was ngrec<l that the ~Ioderator ap-
point all th<' committees . 

7. Committee on preaching i ~ composed of brethren 
tf. T. U ndcrwood, D. Z. Grifiin, T. \V. Fene11, with the 
deacons of this church. 

8. Uommittee on finance arc as follows: Brethren 1'. 
P. Williams, Thomas Xole!:i ancl.J. T. Tnderwood. 

!>. UommilleP on Do~uments an<l the order of husinesR 
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arc as follows: Hen:. R. Il. Tomlin, U. C. Elliott. T. P. 
Swindell. G . P. Baughn and .J. Jeffers, wilh the Moderator 
and Clerk. 

10. CommitleC' on s~tbbat.h Sc·hool-; is a:; follows: 
Bretlu~n Y. T. Dads, H H. Tomlin anti .r. Je1l'cr:j. 

11. Committee on Literatnre, lJrethren E. U. P<trks. 
Joseph Atkins J r. and U. \V. 1\Ioore. 

12. The commiltee on p.·e.tehin«.!. report tha~ R0\', J. 
.Tefl'ers preach to njght; followed by R('\', L. R. \Vinsel. 
Rev. E. U. Parks preach tP·IllOJTOW morning at !I o'eloC'k: 
Re\'. R. Il . Tomlin at 11 o'clock~ HP\-. William A. ::\"el"ou 
alterunte. H.cY. \V. P . .Smith nt 3 o,clock, au<l Hev. \V. 
A. ~elsou prea('h at ni~.d1t. 

13. On motion, Hm. \V. A. ?\e1srm, H. H. Tomlin and 
brother Hn1J<:•rt Franks IH~ :ent <b deleg;<.tes to the \Tcr
llOn _A..,:;neiation, :ttHl t hitt t h<~v aiso carr\' a letter to th~ . . 
:-. a m <." • 

14. On motion, He\'. IL II. Tc,mlin . U. C. Elliott, J. 
P. c\\'illdt>ll, K U. Pilrks and \V .... \. ~<"1:-;on an' eleded 
dPl~~nlt <::to tbt· Flint Hiver .\ssoei:ttiun. Al:-;o, that RPv. 

~ 

vV. A . .:\c-1:-on and R. ll. Tomlin an~ d<-><:teu clclegat{->-.; to 
{he '1'11 pelo Btl pt i-..t Associ at ion. 

15. On motion. t lu~ .b ... c,ciat ion a<lj()lll'IW<l tu meet 
Monday monnn~ ~ o'd{)(·k. Pmyer l>y br(lther E.G J>,u·ks. 

IG. Hev. J. Jeil'er~ pre<tchc<l a soul stirrin!! :::.ermon 
~alnr<la,Y night; follow<•tl IJ,\ Rt·\·. L. R. \Vinl5et. Text 
Eph. ~ c·. 1 '<'en.;e. 

• :--lt'~J)A y·s PROCEEDIXUS. 

Snndny nwruin!! at 9 o'c]n('k, R<.>v. E. ( L P<.ll'k<; pn·ach
ecl from Rom;m~ 10 clwpier. Yerse not gi \en. J{ev. R. H. 
Tomlin pn•ached at J 1 o'clouk to a Jar!.(<' and atLenti'i'E:• 
c·on~ n);.wtion. .A.t the (•lose of the --ermon the Lonl's Snp
pcr \\il!-> adtninistt•red to a lar~e numl>er ofec,mnmnic·anh. 
The u:xt was Ezekiel 1 ~ dw pter, !31st \'l'I''C'. t\ !.dot ions 
t i rne wa' enjoyed. Re\. \\'. P. Sn1it h, of the 'Jli~~ionary 
Bapti!->L JHea<'hed at 3 o'<"lotk, and it wns a n•vi\ ing ~er · 
mon; from Oal. :J <·ltapl er, 2ti \ er~e. At lli;!hL Rev. 'vV. A. 
Nelson prenched to a large and attenti,·p u>ngrt>gntion. 
His l~xt " .,, ... Luh' 1+ c·hapter. ':27 Ycr ... e. The l'<'~tlll wa-; 
one eonn~r~iotl :u1l ODL' <lCl:ession to the l'hnrch. 

l\10~Tl\Y .!\Iomuxn, 8 n'(·loek. 
Tlw As:-o<'intinn met pnro:-t.ant to a<ljournment. Prnyet· 
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b,\· brother G. P. Baughn; after wlti<:h tbe l\1oderator cal1ed 
the body lo order. Hnll We:l~ <·alled aud the tlelegate8 an
:-.wer tot heir name-... ...::\I I present. The proeeedin gs of 
~at unl.ty W<'re re<Hl and n ppro\'ed. 

1. On motion, it \\'as ag;r~ed to lla ve the Oon:~titu Lion 
read. It wa-. read and npprO\'PtL 

2. I nvite \'bitjllg miltl~ler~ <,f other denom i nation~ to 
~t·at~ with tti'. Olcl f;.tther \Villiam~, of the Mis::;ionary 
Baptist~, take~ a ~eat. ~ 

:3. H.eporl:-: of <·om mit tees are l:alled for, and p resented 
;,s folio\\~. \ iz: 

ON DOCUMENTS AND ORDEL{ OF BU:::>INESS. 

\\~ e rec?m~cml th~L Friendship church he the place to hold the next 
session of tl11s As~oct<\liOn. \Ve, also, recommend that the .Ministers 
and Deacons .1\Iceting be held in lien or the Listrict Meetings, and that 
greater efforts be made the1ein tor such subjects to be introdncec.l and 
practical as \\ill advance the ca.tse and promote vur best and hi()'hest 
iuterest und tlH~ ;;lory or God. t:> 

Hespectfully submitted, 
R. H ToMLI~, Chairman. 

<Jn motion, thP report is adopted u.ml i.he comlllittce discharged. 

0?\ LlERA 1TRE. 

We find Grcllt effort!> being nuul<' in literary uttainments. Uod 
grant th1Ll om ministc rs mny take holtl upon all means in use for a 
still greatt r Jegrce tor the allvnncemC'nt ot the same and remember 
that Btwk's tlwulogy is tl1e be:,t book to aid tb in the \vork. .d.uu fur· 
thcr we recommend a careful st\Hly ol the Bible, the bestofall books. 

Hesp~ctfully suhmittell, 
E. G P ARI\:s, Chairman. 

On motion, the re110rt is udopted aud the COlllf1littee discharged. 

0~ Fl~ .\.XCE. 

We find the totaln.monnt of <:ash on hand to be $13 05. 
[~espcctfully submitted, 

1'. P. "\VILLLuts, ChRirm-;~.n. 
On moti<,n, t ]I(' report is adopted n.nd the committee di charged. 

0~ ~ABBA.TU l::)CIIOOLS. 

We arc glad to rtport the ~ahbatll :-,cho<.l mterest in our churches 
is increasiug,l>nt it is not yet ns good as we <ltsire to SC'e it. \Ve, 
tlH·retorc•, urge th~ Lrcthren to look nf'ter this important interest, fully 
believing that 1t is an uuxilary to 1 he church in bringing souls to Christ 
an~ ll•xpa ntli ng and cleYeloping the mimlfor God and his glory and our 
ett•nutl goocl. Rcsrwctfully submitted, 

H. H. TmrLrx, Chairman. 
On motion. the report is adopted and the committ~e discharged 

HEsoL\ ED 1. 'That the }liuisters and Deacons annual meeting be 
held with Plea:-ant Hill Church, three miles ~orth-East of Eldridge 
~tat ion, on the K. <.'. ~1. & B. Hailroad, Walker county, und that it 
c·onvene on Friday before the first l::)abuath in ~~ugust , 1890. R ev. G. 
C. Elliott to preach the introductory sermon. 

• 
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, . ~MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS. 
•· · .. 0!1 motion, it \vas agre~d that the proceedings of the 

. ][~msters and Deacon.s last me~ting be appended to the 
mmutes, and that a llst of subJects to be discussed durin()' 
th~ nex~ Aassociati_onal year, also, be published in th~ 

- minutes. The subJects and speakers are as fo1lows · · 
· 1.. Subj~ct:-~ha1l we receive members on letters. with

out .Immerswn~ Rev~ T. P. Swindell will speak on this 
subJect. · · 

2. Subject-On the dignity of Sunday . School work 
Brother ~~- H. Hilton \~rites .on tluit subJect. · 
. 3 . . Su bJ~ct-\Vhat kmd of preaching is needed to-day 
In our pulpit~?. J._ N. Roberts, of the Primitive Baptists 
speaks on _tins ~u h.)ect. . . . . ' 
. 4 .. SubJect-Can we improve on the doctrine and pol
It.~ of our denon~ination? Brother J. 'V. Smith speaks on 
tlus subJect. . ' 

5. Subject'-Should the doctrin e of.futu~e punishment . 
be_preach~d m~~e fre~1uently than it is? Brother · L. R . . 
~V1nset, of the Flmt ~rver Association, speaks on this sub-· 
Ject. All. th_ese snbJects are to Le discussed dudng this 
next assoCiatlOnal year. . . · . 

On ~1o_tion, ~t was agreed to hol<l the next session of the 
Assoc1a~w.n WJ.th ~riendshisp Churcll;' two miles N.orth · -. 
\Vest of ~1~\:eVJJle, lD Marion county, and that it will con. 

·vene. on ~aturday before the first, Sabba~h in October, 1890. 
The Jn~roductory sermon t.o be preached by Rev. J J ef-
ferR, With Bev. G. P. Baughn alternate. · 

\)n motion, it was agreed that Rev. · R. H. Tomlin write 
a circular-letter to be appended to these minutes 

On .mo~ion, it. was Rgreed that the Rules of Decorum, ·· · 
C?nstltutwn and Articles of Faith be appended to these 
rnmutes. a · 

. On moti~n., _{t ~vas afl'~e~ that this A ?sociation disp ens.e 
w1th the mdmatwn of ministers, and g1·ant the rite to each · 
church, .and that ~he churc!l where the rite is to be p e r
formed, Can call <lld from SlSterchtli'Ches, in oruer to form 
a presbytery. . · . . . , - .. 

On !llo!ion, ~t was ~greed that the :Clerk superintend 
the pnntt_ng ot !he m~nutes. and that he have three dol
lars tor lu~ serv1ce, a_nd have as many .minutes printed as 
th~ funds Ill hand Will pay for, that ·the 'printer send the 
rni~utes to _the Clerks of the churches accordin<,.. to contri. -
bubon. · · ~ 
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On moti~m, brother Thomas· Noles was elected Treasurer, 

and was instructed to pay over. the funds in his hands to. 
the Clerk to pay for printing the minutes. ·. , .-. . · · 

·On motion, our thanks are due, and are hereby given to 
Oak Grove church and the citizens of this community for 

'. kindness and hospitality to . members and visitors of the ' 
· A.ssochition. . ., 

. On motion, a vote of thanks is .hereby given to the officers 
of this Association-for the faithful manner in which they 
have discharged their. duty during this Association. 
' On motion, the Association adjourned . to meet at . the 

. time and pJace above named. rl'he JUoderator made some 
1-\ppropriate remark~, and then offered prayer. A hymn 
was sung and the parting hand was taken amid tears and 
~:>hou ts ofj oy. · 

'_ · · \V. A. NKLSoN, Moderator. 
H.ommT FRANKS, Clerk. · 
·. . MIN 18'1-.E-.. R-"'_S_R_E __ P-O-RTS. 

Rev. R II. Tomlin reports as ·follows. viz., Preached .75 sermons, 
traveled 1000 miles, Hailroad expenses $55 00, offerred 100 prayers, at
tended seven burials, visited 100 sick persons, and officiated at four 
marriages. Respectfully submitted, R. II. Tomlin. · · , 

Rev. G. C. Elliott l'eports as follows Preached 42 sermons, o.trerred 
77 prayers, received into the churches 16 members, baptized 19, per
Jormed -1 . marriage ceremony, attended 4 funeral services, three com
munion services and travded 655 miles. l'<especttully submitted, 
_G. C. Elliott . . 

------~: \ 

. RULES OF DECOHUivi. _, 
Article 1. The Association shall be called to order by the. :Moder

ator who presided at the last sesswn Former Clerk shall &lso offici- ,. 
ate until the body is fully organized. · ~ , · 

· · 2. The Association shall be opened and , closed with singing and 1 

prayE-r. · · ' 
3. The :Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot at each sess. "· 

ion ot the .Association. A majority of votes by the delegates preRent 
elects. . , • -

4. Tht: names of delegates from the different churches shall be en- · 
· rolled and cn.lled as often as necessary during the session. . · 

o. A majority of the delegates present shall rule in all cases, except 
in the reception of ch arches into our body, then it must be unammous. 

6. The llfoderator shall not be entitled to vote, except .in case of a 
tie; and then he shall give the deciding V(lte . He shall be entitled to 
speak on any question after others have spoken, providing he appoint 
some one to the chair while he is speaking. 
· 7. Only one person shall :t-peak at the same time,. who- shall arise 
and address the 1\!oder .. tor. ' · · 

8 . . No brot.her shall be interrupted while speaking iUnless he depart 
from the subject under discussion or use words of personal reflection. 
· 9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same 

subject, without leave fNm the Association, nor more than fifteen min
utes at a. time. 

10. No member shaUlaugh or talk during the time the debates are 
. , goirig on. · · · 

11. No member shall absent himself from the Association without 
• lea vc of the :Moderator . 
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, . OR~AINED MINISTERS AND TIIEIH POST OFFI OES. 
~~~v. j:V J A . .,NELSON, S!in~on, l\larion county, Ala. 

" • . WESLEY, Gum, .Marion county Ala . 
., R ll. TOl\ILI~, (]arbon Hill, \Valker' countv ~la 

T. _P. S\VINDIITLL,. Beech Gro\·e \ValkerUo~ '.tAl • 
" . G c J?LLIOT", S . ' ., .o .. a. 

• " · :J ..a.., tmson l\Iarion county AI· · 
:; J. JKFFBHS, Eldridge, \Valker county Ala a. ' 

G. P .. llAUGUN, Navoo, \V~lker ooun~)·, AI~. . , 

LICENTIATE MINISTEll.S. . 

~· ~l PARKS, I3eech G:rove, \Valker connty, Ala . 
J ·If· DICKINSON, Stmson, l\[ariou county, Ala. 

~ . USREY, Navoo, \Valker county Ala, . , . . 
J. COOK, Pearces l\Iill; ~!arion counth AI; .. • .. 

• . . 
. ·. ' . . MINISTERS AND DEACO~~ MEETING . 

The m i nister s and deacons met>tln · · · 
Marion county, Ala., o n f":aturday befm~~~ Prild ~1th Friendship church, 
lng service wa ... conducted by Hev. T. P. Swi~d~~~ ounday In August. Upen· 

1. Proceeded to elect a.l\foderator and Cl · · 
of Rev. R. H. Tomlin tor Moderator and lJ er~, w~leh usulted In the choice 

2. Called for corr• spOtJdence wb;r rot ler • R. Harton for Clerk. . 
as a correspondent frotn Leech 'Grov e~pon, Rev. R. H. Tomlin was recelv ed · 

. repret~ent• d PJe,•s;mt Hill church ,JA.J~~ucn, w~-lkfr county RP-v. J J e1fers . 
quest rtlpresented Mount Ple:ts m~ churchr ~c1~uln Y: Rev J:C. Elliott by re-" .' ..,. .. ron county 

o. On motion, it was a" reed to h ld th • . Grove church, Walker c;;untv 1 G e next a nnual meeting with Oalt 
J::ouse at Blue ~prlogs, Franklin n ec~~~~~3qub~~e bf a rPbport thtt'L the church . 
smce learned that t hf report. is false. • . . et>n urued, but. we ha\'e \ 

4, Re ol ved t hat the ch urches el t d 1 · · annual union meeting. ec e egates bearing letters to :be next · 

5, !Wa~olved th~t these proceedln.,.s be R ·d ' . 
next annual A!isoclallou. Done h ": ord ppen ~d to tl:e rnJnutes or 1he 
before the !I rst t:iabuatb ln . August~ l~M9. e~ of the body in llf'SSlon, . Saturday 

J. R. HARTO~, Cle~k. It, H. To~fLIN, Mvtlerator, 
. . 

C.QN STITUTI ON. . . . . 
• 

. AR'riCLE I. This Association sh 11 b k · · · · · 
t1st A.~soclation, of Ala and betn u e nown tts the Jasper Freewill Bap-· 
ell ur~hes forming t.he same. each ~h~:~~<~eid o! delegates from the dl1fernt 

2. l' his bodp:bn.ll be con~idered an advJ e ng entltl.ed to three delegates. 
t~orltr oTer 1 he a!l'airs of the churches. . sor~ council but h~tvlng nu an-

a. Each church lD thiS ASSOciation shall b · · . 
and shal~ coutrol Its owu l nt'='rn~;tl a1fairs 1 c constdered nn ~dv.lsnry bodv, 
may,however, In extreme cases call aid f n matters of dl~clphne, &rc. It 

4. · All questions of dOQtrl ne and m r 11m Sister cb urches. . 
tied by a two-thirds \·ote of the \sso ~tt~rs of ge neral in t.erest ~hall be set- . 

5, The otn.cers ,f the A.sso~ia.tion l!ch!U~l, and the <leclslou 1-hall be final 
urer :,w;hoshall be <'h<>sen at each se~sion ~a M.o 'ejrator, Clerk and Treas
. ti, 'Ilus c~ssociationshallrneetau 11unll yanlR orltyofvotes. . . 
be a•!r. ed upon by a previous amlUala>e ~at tmch time and place 1u1 rony 

.. until ~ll the business ls tran,:acted: t~!llon, aud shall lJOt adjourn finally 
7. Churches wishing to become 1 b 

' its Articles of Faith and COlifOrm t~Tr e~s of this Associll.tion JUU!It adopt 
8. \Ve agree as ch urchcs of this A ii . 

8 ~8' 1~e~. . . 
promote the interest or all moral a.ncfb01.atwl to n~e our best lnflll ence to 

. ~emp~rance eau.sel ~abba.t.h Scbools M~~ e.vo ent 1nst1tutlons, such as the 
9. No member ox this Association • h stonary work, d.:c. . 

tor more than two !!uccess1ve sesslo~sall be eligible to the office or !llouera
tent to act in thatca.p:tclty, . ,unleslj no other member be compe 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH, 
., . 

OF GOD.-ART£CLE 1. we· believe there is one, and but one living. and true 
God: Who is .in personality the .Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Equal and harmo· 
nious in every Divine perfection. : · . 

• 

OF'THE HOLY SCRIPTURES-AR't .. 2 .. We believe that God is the Author of 
t he Holy Bi lJle ; a.nd that its teachings constitute the only infallible doctrine for· 
t he government of His <;burch~ · · · • 

OF ORIGINAL APOSTASY-ART. 3. We believe that Adam was created holy: 
but by voluntary transgressio:O fell into depravity, and consequently involved 

his posterity in sin. 
OF FREE AGENCY-ART. 4. '· We believe that the grace of God comprehends 

all spiritual blessings. · That the Go!! pel is the power of God unto Salvation. ',l'ha t 
the Holy Spirit not only reproves the world of sin, but is the means whereby sln, 
uers are converted and made wise unto Salvation. · · 

OF CHRISTI A~ }'Al'IH-AJtT. 5. We beliE. ve that ChristiR.n Faith is belief in 
Jesus Christ as the Sou of God and Redeemer of the world, and the dlvinity of the 
Uo}y Scripture~·, That ''Faitb comes by h earing, · aud hearing by the Word of \ 

God.'.' .· 
OF REPE:~TANCE-ART. 6. We believe that repentan0e is sorrow for sln; and 

t he kind of sorrow which · constitutes godl); repentance, must be precedtd by 

elfcctual conviction for sin,. · · · ' 
OF' FREfi.: AGE~CY-ART. 7t We believe that the hun;tan will is free. And that 

· men have abilny to acccept o r reject the conditions of salvation as they are re- · 

' v ealed in the Holy Scripture~. 
OJ!' P!l:RSEVERANCE-ART. 8. We do not believe under the Gospel dispensa-

tion. that any soul is electe d to eternal life, · unconditionally. But that those 
who by Faith perse\•ere to the end ·will be saved. That it is possible for men 
wbo have been converted, to "b11lke shipwreck of the l<'a.ith." t urn again to sin 

nod be fiually lost. 
· OF GOOD \YORKg-AJtT. 9. We believe that good worlt 1s the result of Faith 
o.nd not of necessity. That those who have Faith will do wot k~< of righteousness; 
while those who have no Faith, cannot do anything pleasing or acceptable unto 

God. 
01~ C H RI ~TIAN BAPrL~M.-ART. 10. We believe that Christian Baptism is the 

im mcrsion in wuter of a. believer in the names of the Father. Sou and Holy 
Ghost. That Baptism cunnot be Scripturally administe red without Faith in the ' 

subject who receives it. 
. OF TilE LORD'S St;PPER.-ART.' n: ·We believe the Supper was instituted by 

our Sotviour as a commemorati.ve ordinanf!e. That the brood and wine represent 
His bod'y and blood. That ~twas instituted for <.;hristians. and that all Christiatls 
should unite in observing that sacred service, regardless of names or dcnomina-

t ion al d hsti nction ~ 
OF THE SOUL-ART. 12.· \\'c believe that man is ·a li\'ing aoul. That the body 

will die, but that tlle soul i s immortal. That death Is the separation of the mo:r· 
tal aud immortal parts of htmlan beings. 

OF Tll li: RESURRECTION.-AltT. l3. We believe in the resurrection of the 
~l ead. When tbe resurrection slla.ll take place the soul-and body will reunite and 

. ~orm aa immortal being That the righteous will be r eceived into a state of 
everlasting happiness, to reign 'vith God forever a• d ever. "But the wicked will 

· ·be bound hand and foot, and cast into outer darkness. 'The wicked are driven · 
a waY in their wic'kednes, but the righteous have hope In their death." 

.. 
• 

I 

\ • 

• 

• 

' 

• 

..... 

• 

' 

AI 



• 

TABULAR STATE:\lE:\fT OF T HE OII UROHES FOR 1889. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 
SUBJEO'l'-RANOTIFlC.A.TlON. 

1. TIJe term sancti(v, in the Hebrew, of the old Testa
ment and in the Greek, of the New, signifies to make holy. 
lienee, holiness and ~anctlfication are in tlle 8criptures 
s,ynuouymous terms. The will of God is the standard of 
rigllt: Heuce, sanctJfiPcat.iou is nothing less than for a 
mau to be l>ronght to an entire resignation of uis will to the 
will or Gorl, an(l to liYe in tlle pfferiug up of his soul contin
ually in tlle tlarnes of 10\·e, and as a whole burnt offering to 
Uurist. Tlte will i. the moral faculty in man ; hence, if a 
man's wiJl is in eutireJw.rmony with tlJe Dh~ine wHI, be is con
formed to rigltt, au<l, so long as be i~ in tlli~ state, he is holy, 
sanctified. Fot' bene,·oleucc-impartial love to God and 
ruan- is tile Jaw of uis being, and he is, in tlte Scriptural 
sen~e, <t perfect tuau. Hence, sanctified See Buck's Theo
logical Dictionary, A.1 ticle ou san ct. 

Tlli:s sul~jcct ueeds to be carefully gnarcl'ed from misappre
hension. There has heeu mncu needless controversy re-

~ 

Hpectiug it, ;w<lmau~· g·oo<l people ha Ye stumbled ou account 
of rnisuucle1 ~~ an<.ling t lw doctriue. V\ e rtmark, tlleretore, 
first, Tllat tlle llolmess, Ranctificatiou, or perfection requir
ed of l>t>lieYers, is col11'31Hteut \vith their condition as men. 
It i~ not diYiue, uor .Angelic. It is, however, the same in 
kiJHl, but uot iu degree; else the requirement would exceed 
t lteir capacit,v of com plinnce. Hence, sauctification imposs'i
ule. To illustrate, a perfect acorn is uot au oak, nor a per
feet chi ld a man, uor a perfect me:w an aug·el or God. .All 
that is required of us i~-1, ro be perfect in our ~pltere- to be 
perfect meu Nor i · it tlte perfection of Adam before tue 
JaiL By hi~ tra nsgre:o;sion, Adam brought himself and all 
llis posterity into a de1n·aved Htate-a state of iufirmity and 
weakness. 

~eituer doc8 om· counection with Adam impose on us a 
necessit.r of siuuiug; hut it is l'incll that all do sin, as soon 
as they arc al>le to, aud contiune to be siuuers, until renew
eel l>,Y di\·iue grace. And from t.be effects of the fall tlley 
will uot in tlus world fully recover. The moral image of God 
is moved b.Y reason of sin'; not oft he first sin only. L>ut of 
our owu transgre~siuu, aud ucver, in tlle prt>sent state, will 
we attain tllat perfeetiou wllicll we would l1ave reaclled had 
no ~iu euteretl tlw wol'ld. In this .'euse, thP.refore, all are 
imverfect, aud necessarily so. Tltese fearful consequences 
of sin RtalHl as a fearful warning to tue world. Nor i sanc
tification a state or mfallib1li ty, or of freedom from tern pta
tiou Becau:"e the Angel · we1e not infallible, nor was Adam; 
uor ran we eYer expeet to be wllile in a Rtate ofprobarion. 
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0b~·is~ wa~ tempt~d in. all poiut·s . like as we ·are: of course, 
the disciple IS not, m tbts respect, above lds .Master. \\' e 
are then, t? take the bclie,~er as lle ·is-a frail, <lepeudent 
man: The mte11ect .bec~ou<lcd, the sensibilities disortlered 
a~d tbe wbol~ pl.tysJCal and Jl10ral powers impaired, beset · 
~v1t~ te~ptatwn ~n every band, from without and ffom with
~n. ;vyltll tll~ strictest Rincerity, therefore, tbe most l10ne:::t 
mten twn, he 1S cv~r liable .to mistake in judgment; and tll'is 
may _lead t.o erro~ m practwe. H e can, tlJeu, neycr look up. 

· o~ ln mselt but w1tu deep huruilit.y and self abasemcn t. · lu 
bts best estate lJe ne~ds to use every petition in the Lord's · 
prayer, and to depend constantly on the purify inO' · efficaey· 
of the blood of at?neine~t. , Tllroug·h Grace alo.n: · can we 
stand ~ccepted of God for a momeu t . ' · · . 

~ T~is vie\v of' th~ suhj~ct is ··a~tl:lOrize(l, . not• only bv the 
Scnpt':lr~s, but abm by tile testimony or the ID08t experienc
ed Cbris~ta.ns, such a~ \Ve~ley, Fletcher Up barn Buck a 1i(\ 
ot~1ers. . One quotation from this sourc~ must st;fflee. · .. I t is 
sa1~ "e\·er.y mal! z_nay mistake ~s long as he lives Hence, 
a ~I.stake m. ~pmwn_ may occasion, a . rni ~take in J)ra~ttice. 
~' e~s ~~ell ~~,1stake IS a. trausgressiou of tlJe perlect Iaw . . 
1 her efOI e, e \ CJ )' 8UCh JlllStako were it DOt for the blo(Hl Of 
Atonement, would expose us to eternal . damnation~ . It fol· 
lm;s, t~ar. the m?st pe~fect havecoutinual need of tile merits · 

· ~f Chnst, eY.e~ l or tlwu· a~tual ~rau8gTessions, aiHl may say 
tor themseh es as well a.s for the1r brethren foro'iv·e us our 
tresp " H · ' l:) " as~es.. ence, \ve cannot approYe of tlJ e pllrase "Sin-
less perfectiOn" as applied to men llere in a militant s tate; ' · 

It t,s admitted by all Cbristmns tllat . tbere is· a growth in 
Gr~ce and tll~t t~ere are provisions in tl1e (.ospel of . wllich 
tb~ !Dasses of_bel1e,ers even haYe not ueen made partakers, 
pr~v~leges ~hiCh . they do not f~lly eujoy, a ttainmen ts in the 
~p~r~t.ual.hte. whtch they_ ha,·~ not Jet mad~. It is ,true that 
JUstJtlr:3'tl?u 1s co1~pl~te m reference to all Its subject~, i. e., 
all tbeu_sms are forgiven: . Hegeueration is, altio, en til'e awl 
not partial. In tins cbauge the suhject ·cea~es to be sinful 

. a.nd. becomes ~ols; from being dead in siu he becomes dead , ~
. t~ sm, ~nd ahve . ~piritu_a11y~ \Vitu . him 'oid things · have 
passe<~ away, an~ all tlnngs have become new. He is trans~ 
la~.ed t.rom t.lle kmgdo.m of u~rkness and corruption, 'into 
U1~~ of the hg~1t and liberty ot the c~1ildreu of God. · So the . · · 

. Scu]lt:ures plamly t~acb respecting the transition from sin 
to .llohness, accomphslled in tbe work of regemation. · Still 
t~ts !fi'~at \V~I:k and radical cluwge is but the commencmt.mt 
o! ~puz.tual life. : It ~ears a striking analogy t~ the begin
mug ot natural hfe, m respect to its p . imary· feebleness •it~ 
development and increasing yigor. . . . ·: . · · '.' ·,' ~ 
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Tbe rcuewed man soon· finds that he bas a warfare bef?re 
Lim numerous and subtle and powerful foes to contend w1tb 
both external and internal. ·sucl.J is evident from t he ex
hortations addresseu to Chris tiaus to fight the good fight of. 
faitu, to watch and pray, to grow iu g~~l~e, to press on, ~ntl 
tbe like . . Tbe pra~·er of the ·Apostle tor the Tbesolomau 
belie~ers is b~g!.lly ~ignificant. ·See 1st Thes:, 5 c, 23 verse •. . 
And the yer.r God of peace sanct ify you wboly, a.nd. I pray. 
Gou your whole spirit and soul, and body be {!reserved blam~-. 
less unto tue coming of our Lord Jesus Chrt~t. So. also, bts 
exhortation .to the 2nd Cor. 7 c, 1 verse. Hanng these pro~
ises dearly beloved, let us cleant-Se ourselves :fr?m all fi.l~b t-

. ness of th~· flesh and ~pirit, pe-rfecting holine~s 1U the fear 
of God . . Notice this language comes from tbe regenerate 
followers of God t.lllls pro,·ing clearly tlley were n.ot wholy. 
sanctified at t·e~g~ueration . . Hence, it must be au after worlq 
as well a s a gradual 'york. I believe iii is . ' · . . . 

Tuel'\e passages cited to fully accor~I. with O~risti:au e~pe· 
l'ience. ..t\.ltllough the rcne,ved soul Is at the time tree from 
condemu<ttiou, and rejoices in the 1i berty of the . Go~ pel, :re_t 

· h e soon timl8 that there is a part iu him strongly suscep~I
ble of temptation, aud pro~~. to yield to it.,' . No.t th~t be ts 
still uuder the dominion ot sm, for to affi rm tlns of the re
o·enerat~ would be a direr.t contradiction. Nor is be .un.der 
~eceRsity or committing any sin, for no being i s sul~Ject to 
i:nlCll neces:Sity. Nor do we a:ssert that no petson atter re· 
generation; e\'e l' liYcd witllont com_mi.tting sin ; on tlle ~tl~· 
er lJand the Scriptures sl.Jow tha~ It IS t.he duty· and priVI
lege of ~,-ers one so to li~e. ~tis imp?rtant, in order.to.free 
the divine a rrangement from unputatwn, as well as for.otl\· 
er purposes, to· nnders~antl wel.l that no mant and ~~pec~~!lY. 
that no renewed man, ts necesstated to comm1t a smgle sm. 
'Vhaten~r rnay be true in reg~~ to o~r fallen · st~te, or un
pardtiua ble cil'cumstance~, J·et If we &m, we do 1t as free 
moral agents, Yoluntarily. . · . · · . . : . . 

As. already remarked, we ~annot affirm that. at;Y ~aYe 
lived \Vitllout committing sin 8Ubseq~ently to tlleu JUStlfiC::J:· 
tion . . llut re~pecti'ng the mass of tr_ue h~lie\"ers, the ev1. 
tlence both from Scripture au<l expeneuce 1~, . tll~t they. ?o 
comm

1
t sin after regeneration. .Atu.l a provtsJon 1s mad~ for 

tlloRe who do sin, and the privilege anu duty are set fort~t 
of their entire sanctification. Tllis state, as already seen, _IS 

·.not one of absolute perfection ; nor is it a conftrm.ed state Ill 
oppol'iition to a. state.ofprobation, nor one free_ from temp-

. tation nor from the necessity of constant dependence on 
Qrace' and constant faith in Christ; and reliat~ce ~n the 
blood of the .Atonement.. Uut it is not a state of entue c<?n
~ecration to Gocl, ancl deYotion to His will. In the Scrip· 
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ture it is Yariously l>rongh t to ,-iew, and termed Holiness, 
saoctifi<'ation, con. ecratiun, spiritual-rniudcdues~, perfection 
and tile like. 

In pmor of tlle doct ri ue of en rire sanctifica tiou, we n•c•om
mend: Frst, the moral law require~ perfect ol>etliew!e. 
Deut. ~lc, 26 verse. Gal. 3 c, 10 Yerse. Cur ·c<l be be that 
contirmetlJ uot all the word~ of tllis law to do tLern. .Matt. 
~3c, 37 and .W verses Jesn8 said unto lum, tbon ~halt love 
the Lord thy Go1l with all tLy heart, (not a part) and with 
all thy soul, (not a part) and with all thy miull, (uoL a part) 
'l'uiH is the lirst an<l great cowmamlment. And the sec01Hl 
i~ like unto it, Tuou sllalt loYe thy neighbor as thyself. Ou 
the~e two eommauchuent.s lumg all r he law aucl tl1e pt'ophet~. 
J ame~ 3c, 10 ver:-;e. "'vV hosoever shall keep thew hole law, 
and ,yet otfeud in one point, he i' gt11lty of all~" lh"'JH:e, the 
Gospel is uo les~ strict in its req ui•·euwnt~. It is not ne 
ecssary to employ arg·ument to pron' t1wt the Gm~pel ahro
g;atcs uone of the reqnir<'ment~, reuew liOllt' of he ~auctions 
of the moral law. Tue <·outl'al'J-' is most expresF.ly affirmed. 
~aitl onr -.·a \'lour, ~latt. 5c, 17 \erse 'l' lliuk not that I am 
come to <h~stroy the law or tbe }>1\)pltcts. 1 am not corue to 
dt-~troy, l>nt to f1111ill So tlle apostle iu Hom. 8c, 4,·, ~ays 
'£hat the rightt:'OU~Bess or of the law might be fulfilled 
in m~, not a part of its claims, but all. Who walk not after 
the fle ·11, hnt after the spirit. G<Hl, tllerefort~, require~ en
tire COllfOI'IIlity to Lim. I uis is generally admitted. Now, 
would God reqnire impossibilities·! No. lie requirPs lli'l to 
cease from sin, and loYe him witll the whole Lcart. Tll is, 
then, witL bil-l grace, we are al>le r;o <lo. 

God doe~ not require tlle existeuee of :.-<in iu any of his 
creatun•s. All sin is committed agaiust his will, and he lloes 
all he wisely can for its pre,·eu tion a11d removal. The pas
sag·es ofSniptnre whi<·lJ teach this ~entimcnt are too nu
merous and familiar to be citerl. \\' e may rest a:-~~nr<><l, then 
if any mort~ I being is not t'aYe<l from all siu, it is iuuo sense 
nor tlegre~ the fault of God. God made JH'O\'iHiou for eutire 
1lelh·ert>ncc from sin, aud sauctification to llim~elf. \VLat 
W(', iu om· sinful ~tate could not acf'ompli~:oill, may ufl a<·com
plislwd through Ulu·1:-:t Rom. Sc, 3 an<l 4 Yer~es. !i'OJ' wlJat 
tlw law tould not do, in that it was weak through the tleHL, 
God . ending hiR own Ron iu the likeuel-iH of sinful fle~h and 
for "ill condPmued sin in tbe ftesll ; that the rightt~on~n<'!-1~ 
of tht•law mig;t be fulfilled in ns wl10 walk uot alter tl1e flel'h 
lmt after the Spirit. Tlle blood of Jesus Cbl'ist hi:-. :-.on 
clcansetll from all in. 1 JolJn, 1<', and 7Y. It; the11, any 
are not wholly ~anctigell, it is not for want of a gradons atrtl 
c·omplete provisiou for that purpo. c. Amen, H . H TO::l\ILIN. 
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