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The fourth annual ~es:;ion Pfthe.Jasper Freewill Baptist 
A~~ociation c:on\'enc<l with Friend:ship Church, :Marion 
euunt y, Ala bam a, Oett)ber -Hll, lSUO. The introductory 
~ermon wn:-; preaclw<l by Rev. 'Villi am A. N el!=;Oll ; t<·xt, 
HeYclcttiout-l St b ehapt er, 3rd ,-.en;e. At the close of the 
serYice an iulet·mist;ion of one hour was taken for refrco;;:h
ments ~after wlai<·h 1lw ministers and delegates were re
<Jne::sted to nwet in the honse to organize a.n<l proceed to 

lmsines~. 

The As::;ociation met pnrsua:1t to dismi::::sion. Singing 
l>~· the con!.!;re~ation. The ~Ioderator. Re\'. \\' .• \ . .Nelson, 
otTcre<l prayer, and called the body to order : And bu ... i
nc"s was transacte<l in the following order: 

1. Let I ers from the ch ches were called for, and read 
an<l the namP ... of delegates enrolled as per statistical table. 

~. ProceedL'd to elect a .Moderator and Clerk ; where
upon H.e\'. U. G. Elliott was elected Moderator. and broth

('1' Hohet·t Faauks was elected Ulerk. 
:3. Oa1 h•cl for petitionary letter:;, aud opened the door 

fort he reception of new churd.te:-i. None presented. 

Uallc<l for corre.;ponclence from sister. Associations, and 
the names of brethren were gi ,-en in and enrolled as follows: 
Vrom the Vernon .h;.;ociation Rev. J . M. ,'tack!!~, E. D. 
Flurey and l\1. H. Martin. rrbe Tupelo A~~ociation was 
repe::,ente<l by He\ .. r. P. Lewi~. 11he delegates were cor

dially rec<li\'ecl Ly the bod~· . 
ltl\'itat ion wa ... extended to Ybilin~ mini·.-ters to take 

~ 

:-;eat~ with u:--. None prc~ent. 
On motion, it i" agreed that the ~Ioderator appoint all 

the ('ommittce"-. The tollowing are appointed. 

On prelH·lJing-BrethrPn D. 7.. <iriffin, .J. T. Underwood 
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and. TP. \Vil}jams with thedeacousofFriendshipchurch. 

On Finance-.J. E. Kendri.x. "\r. I'. Keeton and E. D. 
\Varren. 

On Documents and order of Busi n~'-s-Rev. \V. A . .Nel
son and J. J. \Vesley, J. H. Binle:lhaw with tho Modera
tor and Clerk. 

On Sabbath Schools-ReY. TI. B. Fowlor, \V. ,J. Burleson 
' and P. Duboys. 

On Literatnre-Re,r . . J. J. Wc~ley,John \\' . Burleson, 
G. W. l\{oore and 0. l\L Pvron. 

~ 

On Discipline-W. A. Nelson,J. J. \VPI'ley and ,J. U. 
Binleshaw. 

On ministerial Credentials-Brethren \\". T. Btn·Je~on, 
D. Z. Griffin and P. C. Pike. 

Committee on preaching report that Rev. .J. H. Birde
shaw preach to-night, followed by Uev. J. ~f. Stack~; Rev. 
J. P. Lewis preach to morro morning V o \:loek, Rev. W. 
A. Nelson preach at 11 o'clock, a ml H.ev. .] . .J. \V esley 
preach at 3 o'clock P. :u. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to mee t 1\londay 
morui ng at ~o'clock. Prayer b_y the j{odemtol' . 

• \.t night, H.ev .• J. H. Bircleshe1w preached a soul ~~ ining 
·sermon followed by Rev. J. jl. Stack-., of theY ern on Asso
ciation, text, Thes. 5th chapter, 9th verse. 

SERVICES 0~ SABBATH. 
AL 9 o~clock, Hev. J.P. Lewi~ preached. an able l:iermon 

to a. Ja.rge and attentive congrc~alion, text 5th chapter of 
1\latthew, 1-!th and 15th ver::;es. At 11 o'clock, J~ev. \V. 
A. X elson preached to a large and attentive c:ongr<:>gn tion, 
text Timothy 4th chapter, 16 ver::-;e. At the elose of the 
last:,ermou Che Sacrament ot' the Lord'-; ~upper was ad
m-iniste red and Uhristians member::; of difl'~rent denomi
nations united in partaking of the holy emblems, and all 

seemed to enjoy the presence of the Lord. A 1 a o'clock, 
preaching wa.:; omitted and a prayer meetin~ WfiR held 

• 
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conduct0d b~· Bro . .P. Duboys. R eV". L. "JI. Skelton, of the 
SouLh-E t:;te rn .\-.;soei<ltion. preacheu to a large and atten
ti,·e eon~re~<ltion at night~ text 133rd Psalm. 

l\lmm.aY ~lon.NI~G, o'clock. 

The As:::otiat ion met pursuant to adjournment. Prc.Jyer 

l I:l J J r 1ool' . after which the bodY was called to or-JY '"ev ... · . " ' '-, - · 
d~r by the l\[oneral {)1'. Roll is called and the delC'gal.es 
answer to their IH'l.tnes. The minutes of Saturday w<·re 

ca1le.l for, read and ado pled. 

Un motio n, iL wac:; agreed to have the Constitution r~ad, 
it wal::i read awl approved. . . 

Invitation b given to ministers of other denonun.atwn:::; 

anL1 minister~ of sbter Associations to take seals w~th. us. 

R . J '1 ~kelton of the South-Easleru A:.;~oewt 1011, e' . '· .... . IJ ' 
• 

take,; ,\seat. 
Repm t~ ol' committee;:; are called for and pre-..ented as 

follow:>, \'iz: 
ON DOCU~JEl\'1'~ AND ORDER OF BtiS1XE~:4. 

\Ye find two pet it ions for the Hex.t Associition to bt> held ~u IR9l, l~nd we 
l cnve 1 t wilh the body to decide whe re the ~ext se~:>si ·m shah lH• he . 

I Rcspe~ttolly subrottt~d, 
\,Y, A. NELSON,Cbn1rmnn. 

Ou 
1110

uon, the report is rece' ,· eel, ad 1 ted, aud the comloittee discharged. 

ON nE:t-.01\U~ATJOY AL LlTEH.ATURl<.:. 

lu order tosu<·c~ed all CI11'1Stian dE'nomiuat1ons rut~&tblh~l.,h'e ~~!~~lwpn~~;i~ 
I d L 1pport 111e s·une As y tn we have no Sa )at • c 

eru. nrc t\ll .,l • • 1 t' 0 1 organ pub-1 . TUE HAl'TIST REVIEw· OUt' deuom 11111 llt\ • 
callous, huL we l.l.ve 1 an 'lble advoca.te o r our doc-
lirihCd seutl-monthly at (;o'th>boro, :f. C.t Jt. s i ~nd supporled by all our 

.1 1 n nd t>hould be tn<Jre liherally pa ron1Ze1 · 
t.r ' e... It t->hould be a weekly instead of a. semi-monthly P•tper., \Vc re-
clnucues . b h lf of THE RF.VIf'W \' e also, 
c•mnmeud that u unite I eiTort b.e m:t~e on ~ a I t Saf:e nn.d tl~e .bPSt 'selec-
han: 'fhe Baptist narmony, which ts of c~n"eu en , d the rctnil price is 
t1011 of h.} mus In use. It is nE.>atly bound 11.1 morocc?, ~u 
51lccuts. Forsule by Rev. B_ W.~asb, Goldsboro,~.<.;. itt d 

R E>spectiuJly subm e • 
G.'"'· lioouE, Chalnnnu. 

. d 1 b committee discharged. 
011 monon. t hl' report is rccPived, ndot t e anr t e 

· 0~ FI''~CE. 
• d b twelve cJollo.rs o.nd flftt·en 

We tlnd the total t~mount of cash on ban to e 

c~lltl> H.espectfully submitted, 
w. ·r. KEETON, Chairman. 

d <lthe committee discharged. 
ou mot1cm, the rE"port i:-> n•cel v€'<1. adOJHC , nn 

• 
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ox .SABBATH S<.:HOO.L.<:;. ' 

\Ve nrc ~ln<l to r eport rh·tt the Sabbath Scboollntenst In our churches iE 
lncn·t~blllg,buLitibuOtyetasgooduwe desire to see it. \Ve therefore. 
enrnestly urge upon the pustors of our churches and our IJrethre~ gcueroJly 
to .ook after this important matter fully belledn" that 1t ts an anxilary to 
the church in brlnl!ingsouls to Christ and expanding and de,·eloplna the 
mind for God and his glory and our eternal good. "' 

Hu;pectfully subrnlttccl, 
H. B. li'OWLEJt, Chairman. 

On motion, the report is receievd, adopted aud t ht> com ru lr t('c cllschar~ert 

ON DISCIPIJINE. 
Wo h1tVe not the manuscript of the Discipline before us, l<nll have hearti 

the, ~>tutc.ment of R~v. J.P. Lewis in reg11rd to it, lllld rN•onuu eud that this 
Assoclatwn ndoptand take stock iu \t. 

Respectfully subm1 Lied. 
W. A. NELSON, Chalrmttn. 

On motion, the report is recehecl, adopteu, and the <~ommlttcc discharged. 

ON MI~L')TERIAL CREDENTIALS. 
\Ve find all our miniaters in goud stand tug, cxcepL 'l'. P. Swindell, R. H. 

Tomlin and 'I'. R. Hulsey. They havo been excluded froru the churches 
to which tht'Y belonged ior ~m moral cnnduc ~ , and we rc<·ommend tb11.t. they 
be excluded from this Associat:on, and the.r credent :a is <lema nded. · 

Respectfully submitted, 
. \V. •.r. HU!~LESON, Ubairman. 

On mot.on, the re.Port:s rece~ved, ndopted, and the comm~t.tee disclJarged. 

. MISCELLANEOCS Bt:~HNE S. 

Wher~as th~ J asper .Association i without proper rep
resentatwn w1th her s1ster Associations, and feeling the 
necessity 'of that spirit of union which is essential to the 
furtherance of the cause of God, resolved that. we e ndGH'Se 
the proceedings of the Southern Baptist Convention !,eld 
nt Columbus, Ga. in November, 18 9. This was unani
mously adopted. 

On motion. it was agreed that the next ses::,ion of this 

Association \le held wHh Blue Springs church, Franklin 
county, fi\'e miles north East of 'pruce Pine station on 
the Sheffield and Birmingham Railroad, and that it con
vene on 'aturday before the fir::>t abbath in October, 1 Dl. 

On motion, Rev. J. J . 'Vesley is elected to preach the 
introductory sermon; Rev. w. A . Nelson alternate. 

On motion, it was agreed that Rev. J. J. \Vesley write a 

circular letter to be appended to our next minutes, t>hoos
ing h1~ own ~nbje~t. 
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On moll )ll, it was agreed that Re,. J. J . \Vesley, 11. B. 

Fowler~ a111l Bro .• J. J. Cook be sent as corresponding del

cga1 es to the \T ernon .\ssociation. 
On motion, Rev. \V .. \. ~elson, .J. H. Birdeshaw, and 

brother Hobert. Franks r:.re elected corre~ponding delegates 

to the Tupelo .\.-,::.ociatiou. 
On motion, Rev. \V. A. Nelson, G. C. Elliott, J .. J. Vves

ley and Bro. P. C. Pike are eJected delegatei to the South

ern Baptist, OonvePtion. 

On motion, it wal-> agreed that the Rulet; of Decorum, 
Con tHution and .Artides of Faith he appended to these 

minutes. 
On mol ion, the Association adjourned for preaching and 

to met't at 2 o~<·lock r. )I. Praver by brother H. B. Fowler. • • 

Hev. J. P. IJewis~ of the Tupelo Association, preached a 
soul stirring :;ermon to a large and attentiYecongregation: 

Text .Jo:iltua 24th chapter. and 15th verse . 

• .. \FTERNOOX SES~lOr"' . 
The bod.v met pursuant to adjournment. ReY. L. l\1. 

Skelton ofieretl prayer ; after which, the l\loderator called 
the borly to orcler and busiuess was transacted as follows: 

On motion, it. was agreed that, the Clerk superintend 

the printing of the minutes, and that he have Ut::i many 
copies printed a-; the f'und::; in hand will pay for; and that 
the publisher be instructed to distribute them among the 

<"hurc:hes according to their ~ontrihutio:1s. 
On motion, iL wa~ agreed to allow· the Clerk three dol

lars for hi" service~, to be paid out of the funds in hand. 

On motion, the finance committee was instructed to pay • O\'~r to the Ulerk the funds in theiT haruh to pay for the 
printiug or the minute~. 

On motion, a Yote of thanks i, due and is hereby given 

to Friendship church and the citizens of this community 
for kit~<lne"'s and hospitality &hown to members and visi-
tors of the A"soeia.tion, during this session. • 

• 

• 
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On motion, a vote of thauk' j:::, given to the o1Jicers of 
thiH .\s:ociation for the faithful manner in whic:h they ha~e 
di~charged their uuty during it . session. 

On motion, the Association adJourn' lo meet at the time 
and p1a<·e abo,~e named. The ~Iouerator makes some ap
propriate remark~, and then offers prayer. .A hymn was 
sung, a nd the parlin~ hand was taken amid tent·s ofjoy. 

0. C. Et.IJIOTT. Moderator. 

Rotfi£RT FRANKS, Olel'k. 1 

-

l\HN J S'rERS HEPO RTR 

R ev. G . 0. Elliott reports as follows, Yiz: Preached 59 
sermon, offered 61 prayers, made 22 exhortations, preach
ed two funeral s, administered 3 communion services, help
ed to onlain 2 ministers ordained 1 df'acon, traveled 5!)() 
miles. Respectfully submitteu, G. C . .Elliott. 

llev. ll. B. Fowler reports as follows, viz: Preached 30 
sermons, offered 63 prayers, received 22 members, made 2 
visits to the sick, traveled 745 miles. 

Respectfully sn hmitted, 11. B. Fowler . 

• 

ORDAINED MINlSTERS AND THEIR P0!-;'1' o 'FFTCE 3 . 
• 

Rev. ,V. A. NELSO~, tinson. ~Iarioncountv.Ala. . . 

" J .. J. 'VE LEY, Guin, ~Iariou connty, Ala. 
" G. C. ELLIOTT~ Stinson, :Marion county, .. \ln. 
" J. JEFFERS, Eldridge, 'Valker county, Ala. 
" G. P . BAUGHN, Navoo, Walker county, Ala. 

• " H. B. FOWLER, Stinson, :Marion county, Ala. 
'~ J. II. BIRDESHAW, Navoo, Walker county. Ala. 

• 
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l' 0 ~~TIT r T I 0 X. 

'\.... 
AUTJCLE 1. 'lhis As~ocitltiun sh:lll be k nown as tbe Jasper Freewill Bo.p

tist \r.socuul.on, of A ln., t\.1 <.1 ueing compo!'cd of ddegMes irom the different 

1
·b urcucs form iug we ·.ww, eacll cnurdl being entiti\,1 to three delegates. 

2. This l>t •dY shnll he cousiclen•d an ad >i!>Ory councll, but huvi· g uo nu-

t hnr•tY on~r the ntfnil s qf be churches, . 3. l<;nch cllurc•h u1 thi~> A~;socJtHiUJI shall be cons1den~d on uctvl~:~ory bo<ly. 
and s:Htll<·uutrnl itsuwn lutermtl atr:l.lrs in matters ordi~<·ipline,.tc., 1t llllty, 

howe,·er, In cxtrcnH' cUSI!,, call nid rrom sister chtuchf'8. 
4. All qm•HLIOIIBOf doct rim~ und matte1·s of general interest. lihllll he set

tled by at wo·th irth vote tlf the Associtl>Linn an<l the tlecision shtdl be Cln~tl. 
5 'I h t~ o ilict·r~ of tlu~ As~oc•in tion shall be a Moderator, Clerk tl.ttd Treal\\1 rer ~ 

who slu1.1l be c h OSl'll a t on,ch ses ... lon by a mojorit~· of vo• eli. 
u. TllJ~; Assnc·atlon ,;11ttll me~t annunlly at such time and placo ns lllltY ba 

ngrt:ednpon by n prc,·ious aunU<ll scss·on, and shall not adjourn flnall) until 

all the uusincbs i!:1 trnnsactcd. 
7. Clnuches wi:--hin~ to bocome members of this Association must adopt 

us .\rticlc" ofFnith anrl conform to its usages. 
"'· \Yl' ugr~:e t\'~ chu rchcs of tbis As-ociatiou to use our hcsl influence to 

promotetla•int~re~;tofall l\lon·l und benevolent iustitutiMu>, su(!h as the 
'l'empl ranCl' Cl\llSl', Sttbbuth Schools, )Css;onary work, &c. 

9. No meml.H•r or th!s Association shall be elig~ble to the office of )lodcrntor 
moreth••n two sncces-.ivt: ses":ons, unless no o ther member be competent to 

act in that ca.pnc~ty, 
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1 
Mut·lon county T P ·williarus, J W :lloorf", }<; I> \\' ur r cn. t.J. <.;Elliott ...... J R Powell Stinson, A.l<t.. ....... · · fJ . • 1 1 4 ot; 1 51) 

Cednr Greek , Fl'aHklln county :'o/Ol Represented .............. . . ... ..... 1 ................ . ............................. . .... ·· I·· ·· .. ·· ................... . 
Plcnsil.n t Hi ll, Walk<' r counil Sot :Hep r• sen led ................ ..... ... · · · ........ · ····· · · .... · ··· ·· · ····· · ···· · · · ·· ........ ·1··· ·· · · ·· ·· ·· ···· · · ···· · · 
OnkOro\'C, WnUter county ... W 1'Keeton ................................. .... W A Nelson .... V'l'll:.wb, P rospoc· t, r\ln ..... 1 I ....... ... " ii6 1 oO 
~lt, Joy. Wnl k ,·r coun ty .. .. .. J T Underwood,\\ Hurlf"t;On,J Kenclric W A. 'elson .... ~~ l:l Bowen, l'e;uce·b ~llli,Alu 7 1 .. 'l .. 1 82 210 
1:- r lemh;hi Jl, ~lnrlon county ... (' M Pyron, I. ll C antrel , \\ A c a.utt cl G (.; J<;llioll ....... • .\1 Pyrou . Jr., PlkeYIIIa .• \Ia . . . . .. .. .. 1 2U 1 (10 
Popl urP.prlngs , \Val kcr co ...... Not Repre:->t>nwrl. .................................................................................... 

1 

.. ......... ............... . 
....................................................................................... , ........................................................ -------
..... . .............................................................. ......... ......... ........ ............................ . ........... . 'l'ot~tl ............. :l:s 0 lli . . :> u... 457 Sl2 15 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

OF GOD.-Aln'H'L:J-~ 1 We belieYe tbe.e is out~ , tmd but one living nnrl true 
God. \\ ho is in per-,ouality the Father. :5on~nd Holy Ghost. Equul uud har
monious In evrey DiYine perfection. 

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES-ART. 2. We l>eJieye that God is the Author 
or the Holy Hible; uncl that its teachings constitute the only infallible doc
trio(' for tbc govemmcnl of Ris church. 

Of<' ORIGI:'i.\L \POSl'ASY-ART. 3. We belie,·e tbat Arlam wns created 
holy; hut by Yoluutat-y transgression fell into depravity, and consequeut.ly in
,·oJ ved his posterity in sill. 

OF FHEE AQI~NOY-AR'I'. 4.-·we beliCVt! thl\t tbegruce of Clod comproh~uds 
nil spirlLllal blessings .. That Lbe Gospel is the power of God unto Snl vntion. 
1'hat the Tloly Sptx·it not. only reproves the world of sin , but is the means 
whereby l'ioners ll. r e converted and madE' wise unto Sal \'tltion. 

OF CfH<I 'TI.\.N FqTa-A:RT 5.-W e belie\'e that Christian J!'nHb 1" •cllef 
in Jesus <'llrlst as l11e ~on of God and Redeemer of the world, and the diviuHy 
of the Holy Scriptures. That "Faith comes uy hearing, and hearing by the 
Word or God.'' 

OF lti<~J> I<;NTAN •'E-A RT. 6. We believe thaL repentanre is sorrow for sin; 
and tbo kind of so• row which con stitutes godly repentance, m ust he preced
ed by etrectna.l C'>rwiction for sin. 

OF FREF. A<.E~CY-ART. 7. We believe that the human will is fre~. \nd 
that men h1we u.bility to accept or reject the condHlons of sttl vntion all they 
u.re re,·enled In the Holy Scriptures. 

OT PERSEVERA~CE-AR't'. S. We do not believe under the Gospel dis
pensation, thnt any oul is elected to eternallif3, :mconditionally. But that 
those who by I<'aitb persevere to the end ''ill be saved.. Thttt It is po-.sible for 
men who have been converted, to "Make shipwreck of the Faith," turn n~raln 
to sin and be- finally loot. 

OF UOOD WORK-ART. 9. We believe that good worl{ Is tho result. or 
Faith ~tnd not of ueccsslty. That those who h uYc Faith wlll clo work~:~ of right
eousness; while those who have no F aith, cannot do nnythlog pleasing ot ao
ccp tttblc unto God 

OF CHRISTJ AN BAPTIRM--· •Un. 10. We belie\'e that Christian Ba1 tism is 
the immcrlliou in water of a believer in the names of the Father, Sou and 
HolyGhost Tll1tt Raptism cannot be Scripturnlly admiul!;tct·cd without 
};'aitll in the su h.Ject who receives it. 

• OF ·riTE LORIJ'R ~Ul'PER---ART. ll. We believe the Supper was instituted 
by our Saviour as a commemorative ordinance. That tbe bread and wine 
represent His body and blood, That il was instituted for Christhms, and that 
all Chric;tiuus shottld unite in observing that sacred service, regardless of . . 
names of clenominatioual distinctions. 

OF THE SOUI.,.·-ART. 12. We believe that man is n liYing :-.oul. That the 
hody will die, bnt that the Roul is immortal. That death is tbe.sepa.ration 
of the mortnl nnd itnmortnl pnrtc; of human beings. 

or T HE RESUH.RECTIOX--- .\.R'I'. 13. We believe ln the resur rection of the 
dead. Wben the resnrrectlon sl1ull take place the soul and body will reunite 
nnd form an immortal being Thnt t he righteous w111 be r cceiyed into a 
l:itate of everlasting hRppiness. to reign ·with God forever and ever. " R ut the 
\\leked will be bound hand ano foot, aud cast into outer dnrkness. The 
wicked arc rlrh('u nway in their wiC'l~ness, but th e righteous have h ope iu 
thei r deurb,'' 
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RUI.~ES OF DECORl'~L 

ARTICLE 1. The A!:>sociation shall be calle<l1o order by 
the .Moderator ·who presided at the lasL session. Former 
Clerk also officiating until the body is fully organized. 

2. The Association shall be opened and closed wiLh 

singing and prayer. 
3. The .Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot 

at each session of the Association. A majority or votet> 

by the delegates present elects. 
4. 1'bc names of delegates from the different churches 

shall he enrolled and called as often as necessary during 

the ses=-ion. 
5. .\ majority of delegate present shall rule in all 

cases, except in the reception of churches into our body, 

then it must be unanimous. 
G. The l\loderator shall not be entitled to yote, except 

in cac;e of a tie ; and then he shall give the deciding vote. 
He shall be entitled to speak on any question after others 
have spoken, providing h e a ppoint some one to the chair 

while he is speakine:. 
7. Only one peron shall speak at the same time, who 

shall arise and address the Moderator. 

8. No brother shall be interrnpted while speaking; un
less he depart from the subject under discussion or use 

words of personal reflection. 

No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice 
·on the same subject, without leave from the Ac::sociation 

nor more than fifteen minutes at a time . 
• 10. No member shall laugh or talk during the time the 

debates are going on. 
11. No member ::;hall absent himself from the Associa

tion wil.hout.le~ve of the ~Iode1·ator'. 
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