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MINUTES -
-OF 'filE-

S eventeer1th Annual Session 

OF THE -

· JaS~er free- Will Baptist Association, 

I 

Shady Grove Cbnrch, Franklin County, Alabama, 

0C'rOBER 3RD ASIJ 5'111, HW3. 

Ju11~ L. <.:u~XhiH, 
HoBJ~H I' 1-'HA:-\li.:--, 
\Y. \V. NJo:J.~-oo~, 

OFFI CER S. 

- Mocl<•rutor. 
Clerk. 

Treasurer . 
• J. A. HE \ZI'.I .J.; r. · Corrt spondiog ~ecretary, 

The nclt t sessiou of tbi~ Association "ill meet with Liberty Church, 
six miles East of Guin Station on the Frisco Hailroad, 

)!arion county, Ala . . and will convene Satur-
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day before. the first 'undar in 
October, 1904. · 

HA l'TlST REVIEW JOB U.I:<'FWE, 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST 

BIBLE COLLEGE 

Presented B y 

Wayne Martin 

... 

PROCEEDINGS. 

The 17th annual session of the Jasper Freewill Baptist 
Association convened with Shady Grove C 'h, Franklin 
county, Alabama, October the 3rd and 5th ~ ..,03. The in
troductory sermon was preached by Rev. \Villiam A. Nelson. 
The text used was 1st Timothy, 4th chapter and 1Gth verse: 
Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine, continue in 
them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and 
them that hear thee. 

After preaching an intermission of one hour was taken 
for rest and refreshments; after which, the ministers and 
delegates were requested to meet in the house, organize and 
proceed to business. 

AFTER~OON SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Singing 
by the congregation, and prayer by Rev. John L. Conner: 
The Moderator and f,lerk of the last session being present 
took ibei r seats, and the Moderator called the house to or
der, and business was transacted as follows, viz: 

1. Rev . .John L. Conner and Rev. S. \V. Brooks are ap
pointed reading Clerks. 

2. Letters from the churches are called for, handed in 
and read and contents noted as per statistical table. 

3. Called for petitionary letters and opened the door for 
the reception of new churches into the body. None presented. 

On motion, it if4 agreed to permanently organize the body; 
which was done by electing Rev. John L. Connpr, Moderator; 
Bro. Robert Ji'ranks, Clerk, Bro. W. \V. Nelson, Treasurer, 
and Rev. J. A. Beazeley Corresponding Secretary for the en-. 
Stll ng year. 

5. Called for correspondents from sister Associations and , 
received the following, viz: From the Bear Creek Associa
tion, Rev. Porter Dubois, Re\1 • W. J>. Scott, Re\~. T. G. Cofield 
and llro. Frank Smith. These brethren were cordiallv re-

~ 

ceivecl and welcomed to seats among us, and it is good and 
pleasant for brethren to dwell together in love and union. 

Little Br·own's Ureek was represented by letter. 
On motiont it is agreed that the Moderator appoint 

all tlte committees, and the following are appointed: 
ON PRRACHING-Brethren J. A. Nelson, .J. A. Keeton and 
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P. C. Pike w1th the Deacons of this church. 

ON DocuMENTs AND ORDER oF Busr~Es~-Rev. \V. A. 
Nelson, Rev. G. C. Elliott, and Rev. T. l\1. Canup, with the 
Moderator and Clerk. 

ON SABBATH ScHooLs-Rev. S. W. Brooks, Rev. M. R. 
Martin and Bro. Henry L. Franks. 

ON DENOMINATIONAl. LITERATURE- Bros. n. \V. Moore, 
and Vl. H . Webb, and Rev. W. H. Ingram. 

ON DECEASED MINISTERS AND MEEMBERs-Brethreu \V. T. 
Hawkins, N. C. Williams and George C. Estes. 

ON FINANCE- Brethren \V. B. Dickinson, J. R. Dutton 
and E. R. Franks. 

ON AssOCIATIONAL FuNDs-Brethren J. n. Wilson James 
II. Tharp and J. L. Eades. 
Commit~ee on preaching report that Rev. \V. H . Ingram 

preach tomght ; Rev. Porter Dubois of the Bear Creek Asso
ciation, preach t{)-morrow at 9 o'clock; and R E:: v. J. L. Con
ner preach at 11 o'clock; Rev. \V. P. Scott of the Bear Creek 
Association preach Sunday night at 7 o'clock; Rev. U. C. 
Elliott preach l\1onday a t 11 o'clock, and Rev. Portal' Dubois 
preach Monday 11ight at 7 o'clock. 

Respectf'Jll y submitted, 
JoHN A. NELSON, Chairman. 

On mot~on , the report. is. adopted, and com. dicsharged. 
On. motwn, the AssoCiatiOn adjourned to meet Monday 

mormng at 8 o'clock. Prayer by Rev. Porter Dubois of 
the Bear Creek Association. 

Saturday night, Rev. \V. H . Ingram preached an eloquent 
sermon to a large and well behaved audience. llis text was 
Romans 6lh chapter and 5th verse. For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death we shall also 
be in the likeness of his resurrection. ' 

ORDER OF SERVICE ON SABBATH. 

Sunuay m 1rni r~g .at 9 o'cl lck, Rev. Porter Du boys of the 
Bear Cr·ee~ AssoCiatwn preached an able sermon to a large 
and atten tive congregatiOn. He used for his text Rom. Ist. 
c!1apter, 1 ~t~ verse: For I am not asha med of tbe Gospel of 
Chnst for It IS the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

At 11 o'clock, Rev. J. L. Conner preached an abl e sermon 
to a large and well behaved concourse of people. His text 

•) ., 

was Phillipians 2nd chap~er, an? 5th verse: Let this mind 
be in you which was also 111 Chnst Jesus. . . 

After preaching the Lord's Su~per . was adm1mster~d ; and 
Christians of the different denominalwns partoo~ w1th us. 
It was a free communion service, and was a practical demon-
stration of the liberal doctrine we preach. 

At 7 o'clock, Rev. \V. P. Scott of the Bear Cre~k Associ~-
tion preached to a large and well behaved aud1ence. H1s 
text was 2nd Samuel, 7th chapter and 29th verse. There
fore now Jet it please thee to bless the house of thy servant 
that it may continue forever before thee; for thou 0 Lord 
God, hast spoken it; and with .thy blessing let the house ?fthy 
servant be ble~sed forever. Th1s closed our Sabbath serviCe. 

...:--01--

Mo~D-.\ y ~loR~I~o ,Oct. 5th. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Tl~e open
ing service is conducted by the Moderator; after wluch, he 
calls the body to order and requests the Clerk t? call the roll ; 
and the ministers and delegates answer to the1r names. 

The proceedings of Saturday are read , corrected and 

adopted. . . 
On motion, visiting ministers of other denommatlons are 

inviled to take seats with us. None present. . 
Reports of committees are called for and presented In the 

following order , viz : 
ON DOCUMEN'fS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

we you r committee on Documents and Order of Business rep?r~ as fo( 
lows viz· We tl nd fou r pet itionary letters fo r the next AssoctatiOn and 
we i~av~'i t to tbe body to decide which o f t he churches ~:.hall ba_vc the next 
session. We recom mend that Rev. Job~ L. Conner l?rcach .the m troducto
ry scrru:)ll llt our nex t session ; a nd that 1t be a doctnual dtscourse. And 
that Rev. William A. Nelson be the alternate W e also recommend that 
the clerk superi ntend the printing of the minutes, and be have fi ve 
dollars for his service. We further recommend that the Moderator have 
fou r dollars out o f the nssocia tional fnnds of 1903 fo.r his scrv~ces as p re vi 
onsly provided for. Also tbat the clerk have the ~11nu t~s pnoted to the 
be tad vantage and have four or five hundred cop1es pn u tcd . 

Hespectfu lly subnutted, 
W ILU .\M A. NELSON, Chairma n. 

On motion, the report is adoted, and com. discharged. 

0~ DENOMINATIONAL LITERATUH.Jl:. 
We you r committee on Denominational Literature rep?rt as follows, viz: 

We recommend that all good religious literatu r~ be studlCd ; bu t prefer the 
}1'rccwi 11 Bo.p tisL Li 1 er<tture for the study of CHI I' ~u nday Schools. We also, 
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recommend the prayerful study of the Bible as it. is the only safe g uide or 
way bill to Heaven. Hespectfully submitted , 

G W . ~J umm, Chairman, 
On motion, the report is adopted,and committee discharged. 

ON SABBATH SCIIOOLS. 

W e your commi ttee on Sabba th Schools report ns follows, viz: W e find 
t hat tlle important work of Sabbath Schools is to some ex tent greatly neg
lected in our Association: but we are glad to say Lhat some of ourchnrches 
of which w e na.rne Libert.y, Union llill and Shady Grove, all IJavc pros
perous, successful and very interesting S unday ~cltools We therefore, 
recommend that the churches take greater interest io traini ng the ruind of 
the youth of our land for the reception of the Gospel. A nd we recommend 
the use 0f lbe Freewill Baptist literatu re published at their publishing 
houses in Boston, Mass. a nd l\lineapolis, 1\linn. We wo uld be very p roud 
if each o f our mi nisters would help the cause of 8a.bbatl.1 Schools in each 
eburch to which they preach. 

Respect fully submitted , 
ti. W . HROOKR, Uhairman. 

On motion, the report is adopted, and com mittee discharged. 

ON FI~A~CE. 

We your committee on Finance r epor t as follows, viz: W e find paid in 
f rom tbe various churches as a minute fund $23 70-Twenty- three dollars 
and seventy cents. W e find nothing f rom any prev ious session of tbis A.sso· 
ciatiou. R espectfully submitted, 

W . B. D rCKINSON, Cbairman. 
On motion, the report is adopted, a nd committee discharged . 

ON ASSOCIATIONAL FUNDS. 

We your committee on associational Funds report as follows, viz: P aid 
in from the chw·ches the following amou nts. From Mt Oli ve $1 50; fTom 
:Mt. J oy nothi ng; f rom Beech Grove $1 55; from Mt. Pleaso.nt 75 cents; 
fr0m Oak Grove 50 cents; from Friendship $1 75; from P leasant (;trove 
75 ceotR; f rom Gum Springs 75 cents; from Union Chapel $2 00; from 
U nion Hill, nothing; from 1\lt. Hope $1 00; from F ree Water 20 CJnts; 
f rom Li berty 75 cents; from Fairview 25 ceuts; from P leasant R iclge $3 50 
from A.ntiocb nothing; f rom Shady Grove 60 cent~; from Union Grove 
$1 00; from Oak Grove No. 1, 75 cents. T oro l amou n t, $ 17 60. 

Respectfully su bmi tt.cd , 
J . H. Wn.SON, Chairman. 

On motion, the report is adopted, and committee discharged . 
T R EASURER 'S REP ORT. 

'l'he amount of fu nds left in my hands October 7th, 1902 was $9 35. I 
received October 5th from the var ious churches up to date ~17 oO. October 
5th 1903 Total a ruount on band is $26 95. 

Hespectfully submitted, 
W. W. NELRON, Treasu rer. 

On motion, the report is received a nd adopted. 

0~ MI~ISTERIAL CH A R ACTER . 

The Deucons of the various churches wbo form the standi ng C'Ornmittee 
on ministerial character report to the Clerli o f this Association as follows: 
\Ve fi nd that Rev. 0. W . P1li11ips has bc<.>n intoxicated, nnd on the evidence 
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he wtts tricrl n.ncl found g uil ty of t he charge aod expelled from the church 
of wlli<'h he wus n member. Therefore ld the Associa tion withdraw the 
hn11tl of ft•llm' sh ip from him and cancel his credenthtls, a ud thnt his muue 
uc dropp<.'c..l from out· minutes. 

H<.>spectfully submi tted , 
H OB KHT F RANKR, Clerk. 

On motion, the report is received and adopted. 

On motion, the Association adjou rned for preaching and 
to meet at 2 o'clock. P rayer by brother P. C. P ike. 

At 11 o'clock, Rev. G. C. Ell iott preached to a large con
grega tion. His text was Ezekiel 18th chaiJ ter, 31st verse. 
Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby you 
have t t·an~gressed and make you a new heart and a new spir
it, for why will you die 0 house of I sreal. 

AFTERNOOX SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to adjourn ment. Singing 
h.Y the congregation, and prayer by Rev. S. B. Ramsey. The 
Moderator called the body to order and called for unfinished 
business as follows, viz: 

ON D ECF.:ASED MINI ST E RS AND MEMB ERS. 

We y0ur CQmmitteeon Deceased minis ters and members report : Since 
our lnst Association death bas remo ved from us a number of ou r best mern· 
bers. to wit: Sister A. 0. Shirley , a member of Mt. J oy Chu rch, was born 
iu the year 1844 and de parted this life abou t December 13th, 1902. Sis ter 
E lln S piller died December 1902, sister J. M. Beavers and sis ter A . F. 

tricklaud, the las t. two births and deaths unknown. They were all mem
bers of Mt. "Pleasant Church. Also, sister Mary A. Hallford, a member of 
U nion Hill Chu rch- aged 67 years, 8 months and 2 l days. Also. sister Sal 
lie Terrell n.ged 45 years, 6 monLbs and 29 days. Also, sis ter Caroline P y
ron aged 48 years, 9 mouths and 2 days. They were members of Friend
shi p Church . Also, sister Martha Wilso:1, a member of Freewnter chu rch 
aged 65 yen r~:~, 5 months and H days. Also, sister M. E. W hite born March 
30th, 18G9 and died May 29th . 1903. Also, sister Lucinda McGough . Age 
un known. They were members of P leasan t Hidge Cburch. Also. s!s ter 
Sarah A tkins. ' be was born Sep tember 4th, 1 32, a nd died l\Iay 26th, 
1903 Aged 7I years, 8 months and 21 days. Also , sister Ba ma Nesmith 
,.,as born April 13th. 1870, and died Aug ust 21st 1003., aged 33 years, 
4 months a nd 8 davs. She was a member of Beech GroveCburch. 

Rt•solvcd 1. That we bow in h1.1mble submission to Him who d oeth 
all t hings well. And while we mourn thei r loss. we feel that it is H eav
en's gain. R esolved 2. That we hum bly thank our God for tbe preser va· 
lion o f onr Ji ves the pas t year, and our prayer to God is t hat our future 
will be brig hter than t he past. 

R espectfuUy submitted , 
W . T . H AW IHNA, Chairman. 

On motiou, the report is adopted, and committee discharged. 
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On motion, the Association c:u1jonrtal(l to meet Tens
clay morning 8 o'clock. Prnyer by b rother .J. T. IIurhon. 
~Ionday night, 7 o'clock, p. m., Re\·. Porter Du bo1s preached 
an eloquent sermou: H is text was Ephcsi<lllS 2nd chapter, 
and 8th verse. .F'or by grace are ye saYe<l throu<rh faith ; 
ami that not ofyourselves, it is the gift of Gotl . 

0 

T uESDAY 1\loRNI No 8 o'cloc k, Oet. 6 t h. 
The nsRociation met pursua nt to a djont·nmenl. Singing 

by tho eongregation; a nd prayer l>y Hcv. G. U. E lliott The 
Clerk ?alle<l the roll and the rni n i~te t·s a nd d elegates a nswer 
to tbetr namea. The :Modera tor called the body to order · 
a nd called for miscellaneous busine s. ' 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSI NESS. 

R esol ved 1. That any mi nister of this Association who 
'---"_i:s. found g ui lty of ci!·c~1 l ating ~als~ reports .by pen or other

'.'' ISe on a brothe-r unu_1 s~er which 1s liable to inj u re his use
i ~I l ness and d estroy l~ 1s 1n~u~n?e, shall be guilty of a discip
linary offense, and aftei' disc1plwe has been used if he does 
not show sigus of penitence and reformation, h~shall be ex
communicated from this Association, and published in our 
denominational paper . 

On motion , i t is agreed to adopt a fina ncial system as we 
see t he great need of such ; and we recom m end that each mem
ber that belongs to. t? e . .Jasper Association pay annu al ly 
t wenty-five cents, this 1s 1n connection with the m in ute fu nds 
and it is furth er understood, that we elect a Treasu rer t~ 
keep a t r ue re~ord ?fall the funds that is paid in, and also 
how the same 1s pa1d out. Th 3se fu nds are to be disposed 
?f by the Association tb rough the l\1oderator and Clerk, be
lllg empowered by the body. Said money is to be used for 
n~ other purpose ~ha.n for the building np of the .Jasper F ree
will Baptist Assoc1atwn: Sucb as aid ing destitute and disa
bled ministers, poor widows and orphans. 

.on. motion, it ~,·as agreed that the Clerk superi ntend the 
prmtmg of the Church Decorum Books, and that he have 
~nough money to pay postage on them tot he various churches 
lll the bounds of the Association. 

Query 1. Is it Freewill Baptist usage, or is a church in 
o~der itself when it prefers a charge against a mom ber for 
d lsorderly walk , and afterwards withd l'aws the charao and 
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re~tore::: sneh in fu ll fellowship wi t hout ack nowledgmen ts 
to the church, he confe~si ng that he was gu ilty of the charge'? 
The an~wer is no! 

~ . ~hon ld our deci~ion just rendered apply to the usages 
beh ind the tlecis ion just ren<lereu·? I t only appl ies to the 
prese nt a nd th e fu lure. 

Be it reso h·ell th at mem bets shall not hol<l thei r letters 
out of tho ch u reh O\'er twelve months a fter da to, a nd t b ey 
a re still untler the jurisdiction of the chu rch to wh ich they 
uelouged . 

4. Be it resolved tha t any licentiate m i nister or minis ters 
oftbe .Jasper Frf ewill Baptist denomination, a fter ooe or 
uwre years who desir~s to be set fort h to the fu 11 fun ctions 
uf the Gosvel , the sarue shall be mad e known to the annual 
Association through a recommendation fmm the church to 
\\ ltich they belong, aud on exam ination, if fou nd \\ Orthy, 
the Association may ordain tuem, bu t a ll ord inations tun. t 
he done at our annual Associat ion ~. 

On motion, it is agreed t0 ha\·e one business meeting a nd 
two Union ~leetings du ring the ye<lr 190-1. T he business 
meetiug to embrace the same as last year. Resolved 1. T hat 
this bouy call a rueeti ug to be com posed of all the mi nisters, 
deacons, aud clerks of t he churches of the Jasper I~"'reewi ll 
Baptist Associat ion, to meet at Mount P leasant Church in 
Mal'ion county, A la., two miles north west of Bri ll iant Mi nes, 
and that ]t convene on Saturd ay before the 4th Su nday i n 
August, 1 U04. R ev. S . \V. Brooks to preach th e introducto
ry sermon ; Rev. R . A. Nix, alternate. 

The <·1 uestious to be d iscussed are as folJo"·s: , 
1. The duty of the pastor to the church or ch urches be 

is called to serve? 
2. The clu ty of the church to its pastor'? 
0. The duty of a deacon? 
4. The benefit of one continued uni ted effor t in t he same 

direction. It is the spi rit and pu rpose of this resolution to 
strengthen our people and verify our doctrine and h onor the 
Uo::>pel that it. be not blamed . 

On motion, the resolution is u nanimously ad opted. 

On motion, it is agreed to hold the first. Union Meeting 
with Union H ill Church, Marion county, A la, a nd t hat it 
convene on Saturday before the 5th Sunday in J u ly, 1904. 
Hev. J. L. Connor to preach the introductory sermon; R ev . 
G. 0. glliott, altern ate. 
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On motion, it is agreed to hold the secoud Union meeting 
with Beech Grove Cbnrcb \Valker oounty, Ala. the same to 
conveue Saturday before the second Sunday in September, 
1904. Rev. James J. Wesley to preach the introductory 
sermon- Rev. :M. R. Martin, alternate. 

On n;otion, it is agreed that each minister report ailnt~al
ly the amount of money he has received, the number of miles 
travelled, the number of sermons preached,. the number . of 
public prayers offered, the number of marr1a~e ceremon~es 
performed, the num her of visits m~d~ to tho siCk, and bunal 
services attended during the assoc1atwnal y~e.r. . . 

On motion in lieu of the standing comnnttee on mimste
rial character', the Deacons of the churches act in that capa~
ity, and report in their church ~etters to each annual Associ
ation their character and standmg. 

On motion the Association adjourns fot' preaching and to 
meet at 1 o'ciock. Prayer by Bro. W. T . Hawkins. Preach
ing omitted. 

The Association met promptly at 1 o'clock. Rev. W. A. 
Nelson offered prayer. The Moderator called the body to 
order, and called for unfiuished business; and the following 
is presented: . 

The following preamble and resolutiOn was presented, read 
and adopted. . . . . 

\Vbereas, the Jasper AssoCia.tw? IS without J:roper repre-
sentation with her sister Assomatwns, and feeling the great 
need of the spirit of union, which is essential to the !nrther
ance of the cause of Christ, that we elect correspondmg del
egates, and the following are elected viz: 

Bear Creek Association-Rev. G. C. Elliott, Rev. S. W. 
Brooks and Bro. W . A. Smith. 

Vernon Association-Rev. M. R. Martin, Bro. \V. H. \Vebb 
and J. A. I{eeton. 

Cullman Association-Rev. \V. A. Nelson, Rev. John L. 
Conner and Bro. Robert Franks. 

North River Association-Brethren P . C. Pike, D. Z Grif-
fin and W. A. Files. 

Little Brown's Creek Association-Rev. S. B. Ramsey and 
brethren W. B. Dickinson and J . M. Addison. . 

On motion, it is agreed to bold the 1:ext sesssion of th.Is 
Association with Liberty Church, Mar1on county, Ala. six 
miles North of Guin St~tion on the Frisco Rail H.~ad, the 
same to convene Saturday before the first Sunday In Octo
ber, 1904. 
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On motion, Hev. J. L. Conner is elected to preach the 
intJ·oductory sermon, Rev. \V. A. Nelson, alte rnate. 

On motion, it is agreed that the Articles of F'aith, Consti
tution and Rul es of Decoruw be appendad to the minutes. 

On motion, it is agreed that. the Ulerk superintend the 
printing of the minutes and have the work done to the best 
ad nmtage That the publisher be instructed to di\ride them 
arnong the chtll'ches according to their contri butions. That 
the Jerk be allowed five dollars for his services. 

On motion, a vote of thanks is g iven to Shndy Grove 
Church and the citizens of this community for kindness 
shown to mezn hers and visitors of the Association. 

On motion, a vote of thanks is given to the officers of the 
Associati on for the faith ful manntr in which they have dis
charged their duty. 

On motion, the Association adjourns to meet at the time 
and place above named. Closing service conducted by the 
Moderator with feeli ng and appropriate remark~. A hymn 
was sung and the parliog band was taken am id tears and joy. 

' J . L . CoN~ER, Modepttor. 
llour~R'l' FHANJ{S, Clerk. ~ 

---0---

RULES OF DECORUM. 

AHTICJ.r·; 1. The Association sllall be calle1l to order by the Moderator 
w ho pre:-.ideclnt the last session. F ormer Clerk also otliciating until tiJe 
bony is fully orga nized. 

2. The Associt~tion shall be opened and closed with singing and prayer 
3. The .Moderator t~nd Clerk shall be cuosen by ballot at carb session o f 

the As!lociation. A majority o f votes by the delegates present elects. 
4. The names of delegates from the different churches shall be enrolled 

ancl called ns often ns necessary dnring t be session. 
i5 A. m·~jori ty of delc!{ates shall rule in all cases, except i n t he reception 

of churcbes, then it slJall be unanimous. 
H. The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote except in cases of a tie; 

and then he shall give the deciding vote. He shall be entitled to speak on 
noy question after others have spoken, providing he appoints some one 
to the chair while lle is speaking. ' 

7. Only one person shall speak at the same time, and he shall arise and 
adclrcs the ~fodcmtor; and after recognition by the :Moderator, proceed. 

8 No brother shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he depart from 
the subject nuder discussion. or use words of personal reflection. 

.n. No person shall be allo~e.d to speak more than twice o~ the same subject 
wubont leave of the A.ssocJalJon, nor more than fifteen m10utesata time. 
. 10. No rnem ber shall laugh or talk duri ng the time the debates nre go
Jug on. 

11. No member sball absent himself from the Association without leave 
of the Moderator. 



; 

• 

10 

ORDAI ~ ED ~h~ISTER8 AND 'l'n 11~IR P osT U FFICE::,. 

REv. \V. A. NI<:L~o~, Brilliant, :\!a rion count.\, .\ lu. 
·' J .. J. \VK~J.EY, Twin, ~\Iurion county, Ala. 
" ,J. L. COr\NEil, Twin, M:trion county, Aln. 
'' M . R 1\L\It'l'IN, T wi n, Marion county. A hL. 
" J. E. Uocmo.N, Pearce's Mills. J\l arion CllUnty, Al!l. 
" J. A. GRA.Cil:, Loss Creek, \Vallier count), A la. 
'' G. U. ELr..W'l'T, Brilliant, Marion county, Ala .. 
'' \V. II. I NGHAM, Brill iant, Marion <:ounty, Ala. 
'' W. M. BuzB&E. Motes, Walker county, Ala 
•· W. B. BENSON. Galoway, Walker county, A la. 
'' H. A Nrx, T ravis, Fm.uklin ccwnty, A ltL 
" T . M CANUP, Gunter, Marion cou uty, Ala . 
•· G. \V. FLIPPO, Pearce's ~lills, )Jnrion county. _'\Ia. 
" B. B. H '\lSEY, Pleasant Site, Fmnklin county, Alu.. 
" H. 'N. BttoOKS, Golden, Hawam l>a conn Ly, ;\liss. 
'' II . B. FowL En, Haley's Marion county . • \ Ia. 

LTCEt;NTIA'l'EMr~ISTto.Rs AND Tll ltiR PosT 0FJ.' ICES. 

E C. Trro:\!AS, 'Ia1ey's Marion cou nty, Ala. 

MINISTERS REPORTS. 
Si nce> ou r last Associ Ll ion, I ha\'C proochcd 32 sermons, offered 119 pub 

lie p n"ycrs: deli ve r·ed 26 • e '{hor t ltit)os; ba p tizcd 20 per:Jons; rn Lrricd three 
couples· conducted thre~ burin! services; visited tue sick 21 times: traveled 
1)3i3 mil~s· received from Pleasant Hidgc Church $23 7.'5; from others $1 05. 
Total etubunt $24 00. Ht'~pectfully Submitted 

S. W. BnooKs 

D uring this associa_ti~nal year, 1903, I ~a"e pre~rhed_7.~ sermons; ~rffrred 
185 public nra} crs; VlSJt.cd and pra~·ed wtth the SICk {;:> trmes; m·1rncd on(• 
couple; attended two burit~ls; llapti.zed 20,; trii.Velcd 94? miles~ and r~ceivc;J 
t.he following amounts· :From Fnenushtp $20 00; lrom L1berty !$28 R<>. 
from Gum Springs $30 00. Total f'i8 85 Rlspectfully 1-\ubmitted. 

Jon;-, L . UoNNErt. 

During the nssociati0nal year, I have pre;lchecl 52 se!'nwns: offered 9~ 
public prayers; conducted 7 burial her dc.es ; marr~e I 7 couples; rc<:eivtd 
9 members in the church; traveh·d 190 nlllc~; recetv~d from Mt. Plcasanl:> 
Church $14 2:)· from ML . • Joy <Jhni·ch $6 85: Totlll amonnt $21 GO. 

' ne~pectfully submitted, 
J J. \VESI.J•; ¥, 

CONSTITUTION. 
AR'l' ICl.E 1. 'l'his Associatiorr shall he known ns the .Jasper Freewill 

Baptist Assnciation of Alabama, and being composed of n~inisters and c~cl 
f•gatcs from the differtut churches forming the same, c ach church bCI'Ig 
cu t itled to three delegates. 

AR'l', 2. T his'body shull be considered an nd visc,ry coun<"il. 
ART. 3. All questions of docriue and mn tters of gcncrnl intt·rcst shall 

be settled by a majority vote of the A.ssr dation and the decisi on shall be 
final. 

AnT. 4. T he officers of this .\ssocia tion sbnll be a~~ oclcrntor, Clerk and 
Treasurer, who shall be chosen ut cacll session hy a majority t1f votes. 

ART. 5. This As 'ociation sh·lll mee t unnuall\' at SUC'h time ~~uu pl.l.<·e 
ns may be agreed upon by a previous ununal session, and ~hall not adjourn 
finally, until nil the business is trnnsacterl. . . . 

AuT. 6. Churches wishing to becomC' members of th1s As~o<"Iatwo 
must ndoptour Articles of Faith and conform to its usagrs. . 

AnT. 7. \Vc ao-ree as clllli'Ciws of this .issoC'inLion to usc our best 111· 

lluencc to promote 
0

tbe iuterest of all rnor;ll nnd benc,·ol<·nt im,t i tution-: 
such ns the Temperance Cans", ~nbb:tth bcltools. ~lissionar~ wofk &c. 
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A HT . 1:>. N o me mber of this Asgociation shall be eligible to t he offi ce of 
:\Iotl t•rator more t hnn two ~:<uccessi ve session ·, unless no other member be 
com petent to uct in tllat capacity. 

AnT !I .\.u} c hurch of tuis A.siociation failing to be represented for 
t wo yeurs in succes;.;ion, i ts nft.me suall be dropp ed from ou r minutes. 

ARTICL ES OF FAITH. 
<H' GOI>-AR'l'rc r.J~ 1. We believe there is one, and but one livi n~r a n d 

true God . W hois in personality, tlle Father, Son a nd H oly Ghost. Equal 
a nd harmonious in every Dh ine perfection 

OF TlH~ HOLY ~('RIPTUHES-AHT. 2 We believe tha t God is th e 
A u thui' of the Uoly Bi ble, a nd that its tea~hi ngs constitute the only in falli 
ble doctrine fo r t il t• governmen t of ll is church. 

O,B' O lt!H lX.U.~ APOST \ RY- An.T. 3. We believe that Adam was 
c rentcd hoi); b u t by volnn ta.ry transgression fell into d eprav i ty, a nd coo
SCCJUeotly iuvolved his posterity in si n. 

01!' FRE I~ GRACE-AHr. 4. We believe that the Grace of God com
p rebends all spiritual blessing~. That the Gospel is tbe power o f God 
u n to sal \'aliou. Tbn.t the H oly Bpi l'it no t only repr oves the worlrl ofsin, bu t 
is the means wuerel>y sinner$ a re converterl and made wise unto salvation. 

OF CHRITIA~ Ji'A [T H-ART. 5 W e believe that Christian F aith is 
belief in Jesus Ch rist as the Son of G od a nd Redeemer o f the wol'ld, and we 
b 1·lieve in the inspiration of the Holy tlcriptures. Tlutt 'Faith com M by 
hearing and hearing by the Word of God.'' 

OF REPr;NTANCE-An'l'. 6. We believe that repen tance is sorrow 
for sin and the kind of SOn'dW which constitutes godly repentance, must be 
preceded by effectual conviction for sin. 

Ofi' F REE AGE~CY-Awr. 7 We believe thattbe h uman will is free• 
and that men have abilit.Y to accept or reject the conditions of salva tion a s 
they ft.l'e revealed in the Hnly Scri ptttrel:!. 

OJi' PEHSEVEHA.NCE-.\ HT. 8. We do not believe u nder the Gospel 
dispensation, that auy son I is elected to eternal life, n ncoudi tionally, 
but t.hnt tllose who by Faith perseve re to tlle end will be sa\·ed. T h a t it is 
possible for men who have been corver ted. to ''Mal<e ship-,vreck of t he 
FaiLh, '' tu r n again to sin and be finally lost. 

O£i' GOOD WORK-ART. 9. We believe that goort work is the result 
of Faith, and tlot of necessity. T hat those who have F aith w ill do works 
of righteousness: while those who have no Faith, cannot do any thing 
plen~ing or· ncceptable unto God. 

OF rHHi o;TIAN B.\ PTI S:\1-ART. 10. We helieve that Christian Bnp · 
tism is the immersion in water of a belie,·cr in the names of t he Father , 
Ron, aud Hilly GboRt. Tbat Baptism cannot be scripturally administered 
without Failh io the subject who receives it 

OF T H E LORD'~ tlCPP}I;H-AH'r. 1 J. W e believe the Supper was 
instituted bj our .. ·aviour as a commemorative ordinance. T hat the bread 
and wine represent his body aod blood That it was instituted for Chris 
tians, and that all Christians shoultl unite in observing tuat sacred service, 
re~ard less ,,f names or deoomi national distinctions. 

Of!' THE HOCL-AnT. 12. We believe tha~ man is a living soul. Tbt.t 
the body will die, but that the soul is immortal. That dea th is tbe sepllra
tion of the mortal and immortal par·ts o f human beings. 

OF T H E HESUHRECTIO~-An'l'. 13. We believe in t he rcsurr~cr.nn 
of the dead. W heu the resurrection ~hall take place t he soul and bv'J will 
reunite and fc, rm an immortal being. That the righteous wi1!.)0 receiv
ed into a slate of evel'lasting bappines~, to reign with God fwo~r~d ever. 
'ilut the wicked will be bound ltaud nod foot and caJ.tout the riahteotls -------

nes'l. .The wicked are driven away in their wickeclr ' o ---~ 
have hope iu their dcutu." -----
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Mt. Olive-. Marion Co., Ala. H .L. Franks und J A. Nelson .... G. C. Elliott ... . . J. A. Nelson, T win, Ala., 3 .. 2 ... 
1

1

1
.
1
. 

1
31 

.Mt . .Toy, Marion Co . .AltJ. .... T A Underwood, Fowl('r& Bowen .T. J . Wesley ... . J . M. Und erwood .. \\ asll\ ill 3 .. 7 
Beech Grove, Walker Co .. AJa P . C. Pike aod A . .r . Guth rey ... J. A. Grace ..... . J. C. P ike, T own by, Ala .. 12 4. 1 2 2, 
Mt. Pl,·nsu.nt, i\Inrion Co.AJa G W Moore, W H Webb, Whitmoo .. J. .J. Wesley... F B. Elliott. B rilliant, Ala. G 3 3 . . :3l 4 
Oak Grove, Walker Co .. Ala J R Dutton, G W Hub bios I Keeton

1 
W. A. Nelson ... D . Cagle, Nauvoo, A la ................ . . . 

~.Oak GrO\'e, Wl'k f"o.AJa. J. D . Beason and .J. .J. 11arwill ... C. W. Phillips ... J. R. Uenson, Nauvoo Ala. H 11 .. :Z 3 . 
fi'ricnclship, :\Iarion Co .. Ala. W. A Cantrell and S. G Bailey .. I·J. L. Conner . ,J. H. Ca ntrcll,P ikcville,Aiu. 6 ..... . 2 ... 1 
Pleas'nt Grove. Marion Co .. XC Williams, W Smith, W Xelson. W. H. Ingram. W J -cnd er wood \V infi ld .da.. . . . . . .. . 2 
Gum Spring~. Mariou co.AlaJ. A. Beazeley. W. T. Hawkins. J. L. Conner .... SherrnanGreen,HrilliantAla 3 . . . . 1 .. 4 
CnionChapcl,)JariouCo .... . r L Eade'>, I H Ahle.J. T. Waren W.A. Nelson ... \v· p Bi::~hop Glen A I!cn,Aia 5 3 .. 1 4 
Cnion Ilill. :\Jarion Co, Ala. J T Tyra, .J li' Tyrn ,J T Hudson .. II . B. Foster .... L }f. Raburn . Hackleburg 9 1 2 l 1 1 -! 
~[t Hope. Franklin Co ,Ala R. F. Ezzell and ,J. H Dunklin .. T. M. l 'auup . . ,J. K. Oli ver, ~!Jingle~. Ala ....... . 
Free Waters, Mu.rion Co. Ala ,J. P. Polhud and E. H Franks .... G. C. Elliott ... J. R Franks, L r, Ala..... . . . . . . . 1 . . 1 
Liberty, l\larion county,Ala. G. C. Estes J. H. Wilson . . . . .J. L. Conner . . J. H. W ilson. Sti nsou, .\ ln. t! 1 . . . . . 1 1 
FairView.I<'ranklin,Co. Ala. W. B. Pllterson and W. l l. Dobbs. ~.B. Ramsey . W ~I. Dobbs, Plea ·aut ~ite ... .. .. .. . . 
Ples'ntHidge, Ita. Co, }IissWBDickinson.Keeton &Tharp ... S. W. Brooks ... . W B Dickinson,Golclen,:\l i ... :w 3 2 6 2 . . J 
.\ntioch, Frallklin Co,., A la. Reprerented by contribution . . j ............... J Creekmoor, Sprue·~ Pine, A .. . ..... . . 
SIH\cly Grovt•, Frankhn Co. J E Odom, T Moore, W D )1tmury H A Nrx ........ J T. J ackson, Tra.v1s, Ala.. . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Pil~rim'R Hest, Walker Co. Not Represented...... . .. . . .. .. . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. 
Umoo Grove, Matioo Co. H. L. T homas, W .J &J W l<'owll'r U. B. Fowler.. J . W. Haley's ... \ Ja ..... . . . 8 7 2 ..... 2 
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