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PROCEEDINGS. 
--0--

The 20th annual session of the Jasper Freewill Baptist 
Association convened with Mount Olive Church, Marion 
county, Alabama, October the 6th, 8th and 9th, 190o. 

The introductory sermon was preached by Rev. W. A. 
Nelson, the text used was Nehemiah 4th chapter and a part 
of the 19th verse. "The work is great and good, and we 
are separated upon the wall one far from another." 

After preaching an intermission of one hour was taken 
for rest and refreshments. After which, the ministers and 
delegates were requested to meet in the house, organize and 
proceed to business. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to the reque~t of the for­
mer moderator. An appropriate hymn was sung by the 
congregation. Rev. George C. Elliott, Moderator of the last 
session offered prayer, and called the body to order. The 
Moderator and Clerk of the last session beiug present took 
their seats, and the Moderator called for business; and it was 
presented and transacted as follows, viz: 

1. Rev. J. L. Conner aud Bro. W. G. Cook are appointed 
reading Clerks. 

2. Letters from the churches are called for handed in 
and read, and contents noted as per statistical table. 

3. Called for petitionary letters, and opened the door for 
the reception of new churches into the body, and the follow­
ing were received: Mount Hope Chnrch was reinstated as 
it formPrly belonged to the Association, and was dropped 
from our minutes because it failed to be represented for two . . 
years 111 successwn. 

On motion, this church was unanimously received back 
into the Association. 

On motion , it is agreed to permanently organize the 
body, which was done by electing ReY. J. J. Wesley Moder­
ator, Bro. Robert Franks Clerk, and Bro. J. A. Nelson Treas­
urer for th e ensuing associational year. 

5. Callen for correspondents from sister Associations and 
received the following, viz: From the Vernon Association, 
Rev . .J. W. Porter, and brother George C. Crews. These 
brethren were cordially received and welcomed to seats as 
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members of the body, and the hand of Christian fellowship 
was extended to them, and we felt that it was good and 
pleasant for brethren to dwell together in love and union. 

6 On motion, it is agreed that the Moderator appoint all 
the committees, and the following are appointed, viz: 

7 On Preaching-Brethren W. T. Keeton, P. 0. Pike 
and W. D. Flurry, with the Deacons of this church. 

8 On Documents and Order of Business-Revs. W. A. 
Nelson, J. L. Conner, vV. H. Ingram, and brethren W. C. 
White with the Moderator and Clerk. 

9 On Sabbath Schools-Revs. G. C. Elliott, J. R. Dutton 
and J. T. Tharp. 

10 On Literature-Brethren M. K. Williams, J. T. White 
and A. J. Guthrey. 

11 On Deceased Ministers and Members-Brethren H. 
T. Warren, W. G. Cook and Rev . T. M. Canup. 

12 On Finance-Brethren W. J. Crenshaw, W. A. Kee­
ton, S. G. Baily and W. H. Franks Snr. 

13 On associational Funds-Brethren W. A. Shirley, 
G. W. Moore, J. A. Burleson and G. W. Robins. 

14. Committee on preaching report that Rev. J. W. Por­
ter of the Vern on Association preach to-morrow at 9 o'clock; 
Rev. G. C. Elliott preach Sunday at 11 o'clock, Rev. W. A. 
Nelson, alternate, and Rev. T. M. Canup preach Sunday 
night at 7 o'clock, P.M., Rev. R. C. Flippo, alternate. Rev. 
J. J. Wesley preach Monday at 11 o'clock, Hev. T. M. Canup 
prtach Monday night at 7 o'clock, P. M. 

Respectfu 11 y submitted, 
W. T. KEETON, Chairman . 

On motion, the report is adopted, and com. discharged. 
On motion, the Association adjourned to meet Monday 

morning at 8 o'clock. Prayer and benediction by the Mod­
erator. 

ORDER OF SERVICE ON SABBATH. 

Sunday morning at 9 o'clock Rev. J. W. Porter of the 
Vernon Association preached a soul stirring sermon to a large 
and attentive coneourse of people. His text was Titus 3rd 
chapter, and 7th verse. "That being justified by his grace, 
we should he made heirs, according to eternal life." 

At 11 o'clock l{ev. G. C. Elliott preached to a large and 
well behaved concourse of people. His text was Matthew 
25th chapter and 30th verse. "And cast ye the unprotita-
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ble servant into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." 

THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

After preachi1.g, the Lord's Supper was administered and 
Christians of the different denominations partook with us. 
It ww;; a Free Communion service and was a practical de­
monstration of the liberal doctrine \Ve preach. 

At 7 o'clock, P. M. Rev. T. M. Canup preached to a large 
and well behaved audience. His text was Genesis 22nd 
chapter and later clause 7th verse. "Behold the fire and 
1he wood, but where is the Lamb for a burnt offering." This 
closed our Sabbath service. 

1foNDAY MonNHW, October 8th 1906. 
The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The con­

gregation snng a hymn , after which , the Moderator offered 
prayer an<1 called the bc. dy tn order. The Clerk called the 
roll a~1d the ministers and del l'i}.ttes answer to their names. 
The Moderator announced that a quorum was presen t and 
that the .Association was readv for business: 

On motion, the proceeding; of Saturday are read, correct­
ed and adopted. 

On motion, visiting ministers of other denominations were 
inYited to take seats with us. None present. 

Reports of committees are called for i11 order and present­
ed ns follows. viz: 

ON DOCU:\IEN'l'S Al\'D ORDER OF BLTSJ.:'\ESS. 

\Ve, .Your committee on Documents an<l Ord er of Bnsine~s report as fol­
lows, viz: We find three petitionary IPtters for the next Association, and 
we recommend that it be left to tlw dodsion of the body. \Vt>, also re­
commend that this hody send one of our preachers to work in t.he bounds of 
this .Assochttion, and visit di'Stitnte chmellcs, if t!Jere be such, and to aid 
in building up this cause. Resolved further that w(' rai~e twenty -fi ve dol­
lars during this year for Sabbath Schools: And we further recommend that 
our c!Jurches see after and care for their preach erR, financially speaking; 
and we further recommend that the Clerk superintend the printing of the 
minutes. aml have them priuted to the best advantagP, and send direct to 
the clerks of the churches rrs per their cont ribu tions . A,lso, that the Clerk 
hav e tive dullaJs for his s0rviccs. Also, that tlle ;\[oderator have four dol­
lars out of the associati0nal funds for his services as Moderator. 

Hespectful ly Rubmitted, 
W . A. NEh~ON, Cllai rman. 

On motion, the report is adopted, and com. discharged. 

ON DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE. 

We, you r committee on Denominational Literature report as follows, v iz: 
W e recommend that om people take t he BAPTIST R1WTEW as it is our Den om· 
inational paper, and should be used in our Freewill Baptist Sabbath 
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Schools.; aml we also recommend the purchase of five or six hundred llJmn 
books for use in our churches as they are greatly needed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JYI. K. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 

On motion, the report is adopted, and com. discharged. 
After the above report on Denominational Literature was adopted, the 

following Resolution was also adopted: 
RESOLVIW 1. That the hymn book question be and the same is de­

ferred back to the churches in this Association for their consideration, in 
order that the money may be raised for the purchase of the same as the 
cost of having the books frinted has been stated. 

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

We, your committee on Sabbath Schools report as follows, viz: We find 
the cause of Sabbath Sobools still neglected . We find several of our Sab­
bah Schools within the bounds of our Association. but not as much inter­
est taken as we tbink there should be. We earnestly solicit our pastors 
and leading members to urge the cause still further within the bounds of 
this Association. That we have as many as one Sabbath Rchool Lecturer 
in each church during the next year, either by our minister in charge or 
some brother wlJOm lie may select. 

Respectfully submitted. 
G. C. Er.LIOT'l', Chai rman . 

ON ASSOCIATIONAL FUNDS. 

We, your committee on Associational Funds report as follows, viz: 
Paid in from the various cllurclJes of the Association, tlJe follow rug 
amounts: Mount Olive, $3 4.'i; Beech Grove nothing. Mount Pleasant 
$2 50; Oak Grove 50 cents, New Oak Grove $1 00; FriendslJip nothiug. 
Pleasant Grove 50 cents; Gum Springs $3 00; Union Chapel 88 cents; Union 
Hill nothing. Free water 25 cents; Liberty $5 72: Fairview nothidg. Pleas­
ant Hidge $.Jo 00; Rhady Grove SO rentR; Brilliant $2 00; Pearces Chapel 
nothing. Pocahontas $3 00; Union Valley nothing. Union Grove nothing 
New 1\Ionnt Joy nothing . .\lew Hope nothing. l\[ount Hope nothing. Toal 
amount paid in from the chu rches above named $27 60. 

Respectfully submitted. 
W. A. SULRLEY,Ch!tirruan. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock. 
Prayer by Rev. W. H. Ingram. 

At 2 o'clock, Rev. J. J. Wesley preached to a large and 
attentive congregation. His text was Matthew 8th chapter, 
and 20th verse, and Jesus saith unto him, the foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay his head. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. The 
congregation sung a hymn ·and Bro. E. D. Flurry offered 
prayer. The Moaerator called the body to order, the Clerk 
ca1led the roll and the ministers and delegates answer to 
their names. The Clerk announced that there was a quo­
rum present; the Moderator called for unfinished business, 
and the following is presented, viz: 
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TREASURER' REPORT. 

The amount of Associational Funds left in my bands on the 2nd day of 
October 1905 was $51 25. On October tltb 1906, I received from the 
churches $27 60--Tota l $78 85 . Paid to Rev. G. C. Elliott, October 8th 
1906 $4 00, which leaves a ballance in my hands of $74 85. 

Respectfully submitted , 
J . A. NELSON. Treasurer. 

On motion, the report is received aud adopted. 

On motion, it is agreed and ordered by this Association 
that our Treasurer draw the associational funds out of the 
Bank of Guin, and loan the same out at 8 per cent interest, 
and take a note with two good securites as the funds was not 
drawing the amount ofin tprest as above named. 

ON DECEASED MINISTERS AND llfEl\IBERS. 

W e, your committee on Deceased Ministers and Members report as fo l• 
lows, viz: Death has removerl f rom us a numbe r of on r beloverl members 
to wit: Sister M. C Smith a member of Oak Grove Ch nrc ll , aged 74 
years. Sister Margret Buzbee age not giv en. Bro. G. W. Benso n a mern­
ber of Oak Grove Church . B ro .r. C. i'ITc Duffev of Union Hill Church 
aged 51 years. Sister A rbee Logan of Liberty C'hu rC'h, agr not gi V<'n. Sis­
te r E li zabeth Page of Pleasant Ridge Church, aged 46 yr·a rs, 7 months and 
2:? days. Rister Beulah Alvis. t'ister Mary Faught. Sister M. A. Beaird 
SistPr M. E Lenard. age not g iv en. A ll of Pornhontns Church. ::l ister 
Lucind>l Abercru mbia d ierl 1\lay lOth 1906 aged alont Hli years. a member 
of Shady (irove Ch urch .\lsn, Bro . William B:tker. a member of B('ech 
GrovP Church died Deeember 2. 19U.'i, ag-ed about tl6 years . 8ister MarUm 
Bakt-r, a member of Beech Grove Church, diPrl r\u![u~t :l.'i, 1906 aged 85 
years. Also. sister Don.: us Lockhart, a nwu1boer of Be<·ch Gl'!l\'tl C'lllln:h, 
died i\1areh ::?0, 190ti, aged f.;S yearst T lH·se members al l ui<·d in tlH· faith 
of the Gospel and in t be brig ht hope of Heav en And "''' resol ve tirst, 
that we bow in humbl e submission to llil n who doeth a ll things well , and 
while we moum their loss, we feel that it is Hea,·en 's eternal gain . Re­
solv ed 2nd. that we humbly thank Gnd for the kind presPJ >atio n of our 
liv es the pnst association, lJ year, a nd our prayer to God is that 011r fu t ure 
may be brighter t b>tn the past. 

Respectfully su bmi tted. 
TJ . T. WAJnt E=", Chairman . 

On motion, the report is adopted, and th e com. discharged. 
Acconling to a n order passed by our· las t Association, Bro. ,). A. Beaz. 

ley was appointed to look after •>Ur church tleeds,. and see if they were 
drawn up according to law. Bro. lkazley bein g un able t'l attend this .\.s· 
sociation on account of sickness made no report, and this .A ssociation has 
g iven him un til the annual Ass<)ciation of 1907 to m tko his rcp·>r t. 

ON MJNIS'l'EIUAL CHARACTER. 

We, your standing committee on Ministerial l 'barac te r to wit,: \V . T. 
K eeto n, C. W. Bell, A. J. In g le, W. T. Burl eso n and J. T . Tyra, report 
as follow s, viz: Vve find all .. ur ministers to be of gond characte r as far as 
we cn n learn , except R ev . ,J. F . . Jam es, He is charged with unbecoming 
coodnct. And it was ordered that the Cl('rk demand his credential s, and 
that he be published in the Baptist Hcvi ew. 

Respectfully submitted , 
\V . T. KEETON , Chairman. 

On motion, the report is adopted , and com. discharged. 
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On motion, the Association adjourned to meet Tuesday 
morning at 8 o'clock. Prayer by Rev. J. R Dutton. 

At 7 o'clock Monday night, Rev. 'r. M. Uanup preached 
to a large and well behaved audience. His text was Phil­
lipians 1st chapter and 23rd verse. "For I am in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ; 
which is far better. 

T uESD AY MoRNING, Oct. 9th. 
The Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer 

was offered by Rev. J . W. Porter of the Vernon Association. 
The Moderator, Rev. J. J. Wesley; who was present called 
the body to order. The Clerk called the roll, ai!d the min­
isters and delegates answer to their names. The Clerk an­
nounced that there was a quorum of the body present. The 
Moderator called for business in regular order: 

On motion, by Rev. W. A. Nelson, it was agreed to dis­
pose ofsuch Miscellaneous Business as might come before 
the body. 

MISCEL LA~EO US BUSINESS. 

R esolved 1. That anv minister of this Association who 
is found guilty of ci rculati~1g false reports by pen or other­
wise, on a brother minister, which is liable to injure his use­
fulness anrl destroy his influ ence, shall be deen1 ed guilty of 
a disciplinary offense, and after discipline has been used, if 
he does not show signs of penitence and reformation , he shall 
be excommunicated from the Association, and published in 
our denominational paper. 

2. On motion, it is still agreed to retain a financial sys­
tem as we see the great need of such: And we earnestly re­
commend that each member that belongs to the Jasper Free­
will Baptist Association pay annually fifty cents, this is in 
connection with th.e n1inute funds; and we earnestly urge 
and ask all of our ministers to use their best efforts in urging 
the collection of these funds; and it is further understood 
that we elect a Treasurer to keep a true record of all the 
funds that are paid in ; and also, how the same are paid out. 
These funds are to be disposed ofby the Association, through 
the Moderator and Clerk, being empowered by the body. 
Said money is to be used for no other purpose than the 
building up of the Jasper Freewill Baptist Association. 8uch 
as aiding destitute and disabled ministers, poor widows and 
orphans. 

3. Be it resolved, that members shall not hold their 



letters out of the church over twelve months after date, and 
they are still under the ju risdiction of the church to which 
they belonged. 

4. Be it resolved that anv minister or ministers of the 
J asper F reewill Baptist Asso~iati on of Ala., who desires to 
set for th t he full functions of the Gospel the same shall be 
made known to the annual Association through a recommen­
dation from the ch urch or churches to which they belong; 
and, if on examination, they shall be found worthy, the 
Association may ordain them ; but all ordinations must be 
done at the annual Associations . 

5. On motion, it is agreed that Rev. George C. Elliott be 
and he is hereby appointed to write a Circular Letter to be 
appended to the mi ntues of 1907. Choosing his own subject. 

6. On motion, Rev. \V .• \.Nelson and Bro. W. J. Cren­
shaw be appointed a committee to investigate and see if re­
ports be true as to some of the rnem hers hn ve been practicing 
sprinkli ng for baptism at Pocahontas Church, and if so in­
form them that it is against our cloctrine. 

7. On motion, it is agreed that Union Valley and Beech 
Grove churches be granted letters of dismission, at their re­
quest, in order that t lwy may go into the orgnnizntion of a 
new Association at Empire, Ala .. on Friday before the 3rd 
Sunday in October 190(). 

8. On motion, it is agreed that each minister report an­
nually the amount of money he has received, the number 
of miles traveled, the number ofserrr.ons preached, the num­
ber of public praye rs offered, the number of mnrriage cere­
monies performed, the nnm lwr of visi t.s made to the sick, 
and bu rial services attended 1l uri ng the associational year. 

9. On motion, the fo l lowing Prea mble and Resolution 
was presented, viz: Whereas, the Jasper Association is 
withou t proper repsentation ,,·itb her sister Associations, and 
feeli ng the great need of the spirit of union which is essen­
tia l to th e furtherance of the ca nse 0f Christ, that we elect 
correspondi ng delegates, and Lhe fo ll owi ng are elected, viz : 

Bear Creek Association-Rev. G. C. Elliott, W. M. Buz­
bee and W. B. Benson . 

Vernon Association-Rev. J. L. Conner, and Rev. J . J . 
Wesley and Bro. R obert Franks. 

Little Brown's Creek Association- Bro. W. T. K eeton and 
Bro. W. C. White and Bro. J . T . White. 

State Line Associa tion- Bro. J. M. Peoples and Bro. J . R. 
Cantrell. 
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10. On motion, it is agreed that the next session of this 
Association be held with Union Hill Ch urch, three miles 
South of Hackleburg, Marion county, Ala., the same to con­
vene on Saturday before the first Sunday in October, ] 907. 

Jl. On motion, Rev. J. J. Wesley is elected to preach 
the introductory sermon, R ev. J. L. Conner, alternate. 

J 2 On motion, it is agreed that the Articles of Faith, Con­
stitution and Rules of Decorum be appended to the minutes. 

13 On motion, it is agreed that the Clerk superintend 
the printing of the minutes and that he have the work done 
to the bestadvantage. And it is further agreed that the 
publisher be instructed to send them to the Clerks of the 
churches according to their contributions, and that the Clerk 
be allowed five dollars for his services. 

On motion, a vote of thanks is given to Mt. Olive Church 
and the citizens of this community for kindness and hospi­
tality shown to members and visitors of this Association . 
Also, to the officers of the same, for the faithful manner in 
which they have presided o\·er onr deliberations during the 
entire session. 

On motion, the Association adjoumed to meet at the time 
and place above named. Pra.ver by Rev. \V. A. Nelson. 
Closing services conducted by I be Moderator with feeling aud 
appropriate remarks. A hymn was sung and the parting 
hand was taken amid tears and joy. 

JAMES J. W ESLI~Y, Moderator. 
RoBERT FRANKS, Clerk. 



11 

ORDAINED MINISTERS AND THEIR PosT OFFICEs. 

REv. W. A. NELSON, Brilliant, Marion county, Ala. 
'' J. L. CoNNER, Twin. Marion county, Ala. 
" S. W. BROOKS, Hackleburg, Marion county, Ala. 
" M. R. a1ARTIN. Brilliant, Marion county, Ala. 
" T. M. CANUP, Dennis. R. F. D. No. 1, Itawamba county, Miss. 
" G. C. ELLIOTT, Brilliant, Marion ronnty, Ala. 
" J .. J. WESLEY, Twin, Marion county, Ala. 
" .J. E. CocriR.\N, Brilliant, Marion county. Ala. 
" W. H. INGRA)!, Briliant, Marion couuty Ala. 

W. B. Benson, Carbon Hill, Walker county, Ala. 
W. 1\f. Bu7.bec, Nnnvoo, iValker county, Ala. 

" R. A. Nix, Sunshine, 1'Pxas. 
" G. iV. Flippo, Pearce's i\Tills, Marion county, Ala. 
" H. B. Fowr,n:n. Gahway, Walker county. Ala. 
" S. B. RA)!Rfi:Y, Pleasant Rite, Franklin county, Ala. 
" E. C. TITO)I:AS, Galoway, iValkercounty, Ala. 

MINISTERS REPORTS. 

P.ince our last A~ ociation, I luwe preacherl 154 sermons, prayed 168 
public prayers. i\Tarrierl6 couplc8. Yisititcd 8 sick rooms and prayed in 
their homes. I havr rrccived from Pocahontas Church ."'50 00, and from 
the people outsindc $65 00. The number of miles traveled is unknown. 

Respcctfnll~· Flnbmitterl. 
w. A. NELSON. 

Since our last Association I have prearherl 50 srrmons, offen·d 83 public 
prayers Attended 3 burial ~Prviccs. baptized seven members. received 
22, number of milrs trayeled 1135, served 3 chn rcbrs. rect>ived from Free­
watl'rs and communitv $6 25. from Brilliant Chnrch, $24 '25. from Shady 
Grove Church $55 00. Union Hill Church $:> 85, Oak Grove Church 
$5 85, other churches $1 ~4. --Total $98 62. 

G . c. ETJLIOT'r. 

Dear Brethren I beg to submit my report, which is a~ follows: During 
the past year I have only attended 0ne church ~[ountOiivc. I have preach­
ed 30 sermons, married 5 couple, atte:•ded two burial services. visiterl the 
sick.l-5 tim es, received into the church one, offered 38 public prayers. and 
received for my sercicf's $~3 00. 

Respeetfull.v submitted, 
.J. .J. WESLEY, 

During the past associational year, I have preached 107 sermons, deli v­
ered 21 exhortations, prayed 209 public pm:rers. preached ~ funeral s, aod 
m~rried 4 couples, visited the sick 92 times. traveled 709 miles, andre­
ceiverl from the various chu rches as follows viz: From Mount Olive $5 00. 
From Liberty $4200, from Gum Springs $50 00, from Union Chapel, 
$!3 00, from Pocahontas $12 50, from Pleasant R idge, $8 50.--Total 
amount $141 00. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. L. CoNNER 
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RULES OF DECORUM. 
ARTICLE l The Association shall be called to order by the Moderator 

who presided at the last sessioD : former Clerk also officiatiDg Dntil the 
body is fully organized. 

ART. 2 The Association shall be opened and closed with singing aDd 
prayer. 

ART. 3 The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen lly ballot at each 
session of the AssociatioD. A majority of votes by the delegates present 
elects. 

ART. 4 The names of delegates from the difierent churches shall be en­
rolled and called as often as necessary during the sessioD. 

ART. 5 A majorit.r of delegates present shall rule in all cases except 
the reception of members, then it shall be unanimous. 

ART. 6 The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote, except in case of 
a tie, and then he shall give the decidiDg vote. He shall tdsospeak on any 
question after others have spoken , provided h<' appoint some one to the 
chair while he is speaking. 

ART. 7 Only one person shall speak at the same tim e, and he shall 
arise aDd address the Moderator, and after recognition by the .Moderator, 
procred, 

ART. 8 No brother shall be interrupted while speakin g, unless he de­
part from the subject uuderdiscnosion , Muse words of personal rettectioo. 

ART 9 Ko person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the 
same subject without leave of the Association, nor more than fifteen min­
utes at a time. 

AHT. 10 No person sball laugh or talk during the time the debates 
are g .in g on. 

AnT. 11 No member shall absent himself from the Association with­
out leave of the Moderator. 

CONS'J'TTL1Tl ON. 
ARTICLE I This .Ass.wiation shall h<> l;nown as Uw .Taspcr Freewill 

Baptist Association of A lahfl.ma, :mel !wing rom posed of ministt·rs fl.nd 
delegates from ~.be different CllllrcheH fr)rming the sa111e, each e!Jurch be­
ing entitled to three delegat<'S. 

AuT. 2 Thi~ body shall he eosidcr~ct an adv isory Cotnwil. 
AHT. 3 All questions of doctrine and matters of general interest shall 

be decided by a t"·o thirds ' '" t" or the- .\s~ociation, and t he decision shall 
be fioal. 

ART. 4 The officers of this Asso<·i:otion shall be a i\lodemtor, Clerk 
and Treasurer, w hicb shall be chosen by a rnajori ty V'lte at each session of 
thC! Association . 

AnT. 5 The Assoriation shall meet anntmll.v fl.t such time and place 
as may be agrcPd upon by a previous ~tnnual St'SSion fl.nd shall not adjourn 
finally, until all the business is trausact~d. 

AHT. 6 Churches w ishing to become mcrn bers of th is Association 
must adopt its Articles of Faith and coo for m to its usages. 

ART. 7 W e agree as ch urche8 of this Assoeiation to use onr best in­
flu e nce to promote th<J in ter est of a ll moral and benevolent ins ti tu tions, 
such as the Tempera nce Cause, Sunday Schools, Missionary W ork. etc. 

ART 8 No member of this Association shall be e ligible to the office 
o f Moderator more than two successive sessions, u nless no other member 
be competent to act in that capacity. 

ART. 9 Any church of this Associa tion failin g to be represented for 
two years in succession, the same shall be dropped from our minutes. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

OF GOD-A~'I'ICLE 1. We believe there is one, and but one living and 
true God. Who is in personality, the Father. Sou and Holy Gh0st. Equal 
and harmonious in every Divine perfection. 

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES-ART. 2. We believe that God is the 
Author of the Holy Bible, and that its teachings constitute the only infalli­
ble doetrine for the government of his church. J.1'~., ,_£4 2-i;-

OF ORIGINAL APOSTASY-AnT. 3. We believe that Adam was 
created holy ; but by volnntary transgression fell into depravity, and con­
sequently involved his posterity in sin. 

OF FHEE GRACE-ART. 4 We believe tbat t.bc Grace of God com­
prehends all spiritual ulessings. That the Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation . That the Holy Spirit not only rep roves tbe world of sin, 
but is the means whereby sinners are con verted, regenerated and saved. 

OF CRISTIANFAITT-1-AnT. 5. \Ve believe thnt Ch ri stian Faith is 
beli ef in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Redeemer of the world, and 
we believe in the inspiration of the H oly Scriptmes. That ''Faith comes by 
hearing and hearin g by the Word of God." 

OF REPENTANCE-Aa·r. 6. We believe that Repentance is sorrow 
for sin, and the kind of sorrow which constitutes godly repentance, must 
be preceded by effectual conv iction for sin . 

OF FREE AGENC'Y-ART. 7. We believe that thf' human will is free, 
and that men have ability to accept or reject the conditionR of salvation as 
they are revealed in the Holy Scriptures. u~ --

OF PERSEVERANCE-Awr. 8. We do not believe under the Gospel 
dispensation that any soul is elected to eternal life unconditionally; but 
those who by faith persevere to the end will be saved. Thal it is possible 
for men who have been eonverted, to "Make ship-wreck of the Faith ''turn 
again to sin and be finally lost ! 

OF GOOD WORK-AnT. 9. We believe that gond wnrk is the result 
o f Faith, and not of 1uwessity. That thnsc IVh o hav e Faith will do works 
of righteousness; while those who have no Faith cannot do any thing pleas 
ing or acceptable unto God. 

OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISl\1-AnT. 10. We believe that Christian 
Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer in the names of the Father, 
Son an d Holy Ghost That baptism cannot be Scripturally atlministcred 
without Faith in the subject who receh·es it. 

OF THE LORD'S SUPPER-AnT. 11. We believe the Ruprer was 
instituted br our Saviom as a c·orne morati,•e ordinance. That th(' bread 
and wine represc·nt. his body ancl blood. That it was in stitnterl fnr Chris­
tians and that all Christians should nnitu in observing that sacred service, 
regard less of names or clenominational distinctions. 

OF THE SOC'L-AnT. 12. \Ye helicn lhat man is a living soul That 
the body will die, bnt that the soul is immortal. That death is the separa­
tion of the mortal nnd immortal parts of human beings. 

OF THE RESUHHECTJON-AnT. 13. We believe in the Resurrection 
of rhe dead. When the resurrection sha ll take placc· the ~on] and body will 
reu nite and form an immortal being. That the righteons will be received 
int o a state of everlasting happiness, to reign with God forever and ever. 
B11t the wicked will be bound hand and foot aud he cast into outer dark­
ness " The wicked are driven awny in their wickedness, but the righteous 
have hope in their death. " 
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Bce<·hGrove. Walker Co., .. W. 0 . Tym anrl.T. M. Files ..... .. ). W. Moore .... J . H. Files. Patton, Ala .... 13 3 .. 1 3 . 4 
~rr. Pleasant., \1ari on Co. ,. \V. W. Elliott aiJ! I F. H. Elliott . . .T, J Wesley ... F. B Elliott, ilrilliant.Ala .. 1 . . . . . · .. .. 4 
Oak Grove, Walk er Co. , . . J R Dutton. Keeton anrl & Robins. W. P. :-ieott \\' . A. K ecton,Prospect,Ala ... 2 I 1 4 
N. Oak Grove, Walker Co. J R B<'nson, L-Jnwcll & Howard . . F. H. Skelton ... J, R ileuson, Nauvoo, Ala 1 5 I 3 2 3 1 
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U11ion Chapel. J\'ladon Co.,. J . N. Green, ..... . ... .. ..... . . .. . J. L. Conner ... . J. L. Eads, Glenallen Ala. . . 1 3 14 
U11ion Hill, l\Iarion Co., ... W . . r_. Lacy , J.P. Jones, J. F Tyra. G. C Elliott . . .. . ) H . Tra"·ick, Hackl eb'Ala 3
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Free Watt'rs, Marion Co .. E. F. Franksanu W. II. Fanks,:-;r . . G. C. Ellit~tt .. ... J . li Franks, {}uin, Ala . . . . . . 1 33 
Liberty , '"arion County,Ala E T Flurry, Williams & Vau!!hn .. . 1. L Co11ncr. .. . ~1. D. Vaughn, Gnin, Ala .. 8 7 1 .. . . 96 
Fairvie"', Franklin Co., .. R<'prescnted by Contribution .. . .. T. ?If. C:wup ... W. 1\1 Dobbs, Pl's.Site.Aia . 13 
Plea~ant Rid ge, Ita'mb, ~[i ss \Y T Keeton, .J Tharp & W White T . M. Can up . .. W B Dickiuson, .\!i ss. HF D 71 3 2 1 1 1 88 
N. ~it .. Joy, Marion Co.,,\laHcprescntedbyeontribtltion ... ..• J. .]. \Vctiley . .. . J. C. Waters, P. Mills. Ala... 7 
Shady (;ro"e, Fr •nklin Co . . H. D. Fo\\'ler and \V ,\1 Fowler .. G. C. Elliott ... W. M, Fowler, Travis, Ala 6 16 1 2.. 77 
Brilliant. Marion County, .. \V. J. Cook and G \V . i\Ioore ... G. C. Elliott. ... W. G Cook, Brilliant, Ala ... ·1· 2 . . . . . :? 36 
Pe:tr<'e's Chap~!, :I! arion Co. Rcprescr~ted by Contribution, ... . . W. A. Nl'lson .. J W Roberson, P .'11ills, Ala ...... . 
Pocahontas. \\ alkl'rconnty , W . .J. ( renshaw .. . ............ W. A.Nt'lso n .... W JCrenshaw. Pocak' Ala. 2 3 .. 4 . 1 60 
Uniou Valley , WHlkcr Cn .. P. C. & J. \V. Pike & :1. J Guth rey J. W. Moore . .... T . S. Tidwell, Town by, Ala. 6 4 .. 3 . 2 36 
Union Grove, Walker Co .. Rcprcscntcnted by Contribution .. W. A Nelson ..... W . Kee, Carbou Hill, Ala . . . . . 13 
New l! oj•C . Wftlker C'nnnty . Not Hepresentcd ... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . ....... . ... . 
Jlt. !Top<·, Fmnklin County. Represented by contribution .... . T . M Can up ... .J. H. Dunklin , Shingle, Ala ... . . .. . .. . f. . .I 4 35 
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THE SPIR ITUAL BIRTH . 

. 13y Rev. John Lemuel C'nnnc·r 
Text: "Ye must he born again," John 3-7. Proof text, "Whoso­

ever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God." 1st John, 5:1. 
To be born at. all is to be begotten, and then conceived, which 

fact implies and necessitates first of all a desire. Under these 
heads I will discuss the subject which, one year ago was assigned 
to me. 1st. Desire without entering into a discussion of poleniza­
tion of plant life; but by reference to Gen. 1st chapter, you will 
find that everything was created with like affinity and of its own 
volition ever after sought its own kind, because of God's original 
gift it possessed no other desire. Man, then, is the only creature 
that does not live by bread alone: "but by every word that proceed­
eth out or the mouth of God." 

Then you say: ''Why not a universal salvation?" Because, man 
had God as his first teacher and was happy until he heard and 
obeyed a false teacher. But you say they have never lost their 
identity. Certainly not in the flesh, they have in the spiritual in as 
much as they do not lake heed to what they hear. 

Free salvation then, is the theme. But you say: "To put a fowl, 
a fish, a beast, a shrub, or a tree in absolute obscurity is only to 
cause its ult imate extinction." Yes, but these are fleshly ideas 
and will not hold out against the spirit and God is omnipresent so 
that nothing is hidden from him. But the flesh has no desire for 
God, neither can the carnal mind comprehend t he things of the 
spirit. The secret, then, is in the fact that God ga' e man, as it 
were, a femal e except, which, like the woman's desire to her hus­
band, should be to the spirit. Hence the law of the conscience or 
th e lmowlerlge of ri ght and wrong, and no less the church to her 
husband which is Christ. These being symbolical Paul could say 
with propriety: "I suffer not a woman to teach nor usurp ·authority." 
Or the creature to instrnct the Creator or the flesh to guide the 
spirit because when we become spiritual we will love all alike and 
not as women nor even as wives "but as the angels in heaven." 
Therefore , did it become necessary for the M::tster to say: "Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations." And smce Christ has commis­
sioned men, who can deny the necessity of spiritual preaching or 
claim special election to grace. Because, as the female without the 
male is barren so is the Church without Christ. 

2ud. How shall we conceive? 
To be brief we come out from God and to God we should return, 

and, as it were, are between two eternities, and no man or creature 
has ever been consulted about coming into this world , neither about 
leaving it, so it was the knowledge of good and evil which has put 
us off the exact circle, upon a tangent from which nothing but the 
power of Gorl can draw us, hence the words of Christ: "No man can 
come to me, except my father which sent me, draw him." And since 
we sta>·ed throu gh wrong knowledge we must return through right 
knowledge. 

''Therefore .Jes us began to preach and say repent ye and believe 
the gospel." The gospel is the power of God unto salvation, only 
to them that believe. "Then gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to th em that believed on his name." Or to overcome 
the deeds of the flesh by the will of the spirit. 

Th ere is a vast diffe rence in having the power to do a thing and 
doing it: it is a fact that we may be able to plant a crop and >·et 
not do it, by not even so much as sowing. Who could be so ignor­
ant as to think of reaping without sowing? But you say: "How 
can we act at this stage?" Look at Gen. 3-20 and Reb. 7:9, 10. 
Who then can say that we have not been alive since creation? 
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Conceived then, of desire upon the part of God who so loved the 

worl d and upon the part of ourselves whose conscience are a law 
unto us until seared as with a hot iron . 

3rd. Begotten, "Except a m a n be born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." And again, "Except a man be born of the wate1' 
and of the spirit he can not enter into the kingdom of God." "That 
which is born of the fl esh is flesh and that which is born of the 
sp irit is spirit." 

There is a vast difference bel ween seeing and entering into the 
kingdom. See Matt. 18 and Lul'e 11. Also 1st Peter 2nd chapter: 
"Ye a re saved by grace through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast." "Now 
the spirit speaketh expressly on this wise : say not in thine heart 
who sha ll ascend into heaven; that is to bring down Christ again 
from above. Or who shall descend into the deep that is to bring 
up Christ again from the dead ? Bu t what sayeth it? The word 
is nig h thee, even in th y mouth, even the word of truth which 
we preach, that if thou wilt confess with thy mouth the Lord J esus 
Christ and wilt beiieve in thine heart that Uod bath raised 'him from 
the dead thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is m a de unto 
salvation. How can they beli eve on whom they have not beard? 
And how can they hear without a preacher? And how ca n he 
preach except he be sent? 

So. th e:-~, fa ith comes by h earin g and h earing by the word of God. 
He that hath not the spirit of Christ is none of Hi s. But as many 
as a re led by the spirit are t!1e sons of God. For what the law could 
not do in that it was weak God send ing His son in tJ.e !il{en ess of 
sinful flesh and for Lin condemned s;n in the fl esh. For the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of s in an d death . God sendetb H is spirit into our h ear ts crying abba 
father. If children then heirs; heirs of G)d; and joint heirs with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. "No man can say that J esus is the Christ 
but by th e Holy Ghost." 

'Then, all are the children of Go ·l in Christ Jes us, who h ave 
been born again, regardless of Denominational distinctior:s . 

Recapitulation.-All m en are possessors of knowi edge for the 
Holy Ghost is sent to reprove the world cf a righteousness, of sin, 
and of a judgment to come. Bnt all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God, and yet all may repent of sin, otherwise the call 
would not have been to all. 

So repentance is the first step to take away from th e c~rnal , and 
faith is the first step in to the spiritual, or re pentance is coming 
in s ight of the kingdom and by faith we enter into it. See Christ's 
in tercessar y pra~·er in the gard en . "Besides all this adcl to your 
faith v irtue," etc. 

Birth is the evidence of life and life the evidence of Pxis t~·lce 
and existence is an evidence of hope and t:Jr.keth not ashamed; 
but oes~roys the power~ of death , so th .. t when we a re c;llled dead 
we h !V" jm;t begun to live . 

Mr brethren, allow me to give a few words of ex:~ortation. Since 
m~· aml ience is 10 or 12 thousand, may God help yo11 r.rho read to 
nn(lerstand' 

Th e three sweetest words of our language ~.re " mother, home and 
h eaven," and ''there is no pl ace li'ke home," and we are all away 
from home and ou r mother ;f'\ at home in heaven, which is the new 
JC'rnsalem, which is the mother of us a ll. Come le t us go and see 
he r! 



Dave Franks 
4365 Canterbury St. 
Mount Olive , AL 35117 -3114 
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