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OF THE 

FIFTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THE 

JASPER FREE WILL BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 

Held With Piney Ridge Church 

October 2nd, 3rd and 4th, 1943 

OFFICERS 

REV. H. A. PITTS, Moderator 

REV. A. L. WARREN, Assistant Moderator 

BRANDON ESTES, Clerk 

The next Session of this Association will convene with 

Mt. Olive Church, near Guin, Alabama, on Saturday 

before the first Sunday in October, 1944. Rev. I. D. 

Nix to preach the Introductory Sermon. 
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P ROCEEDINGS 

Of the 57th annual session of the Jasper Free Will Baptist Association, 
which convened with Piney Ridge church October 2nd, 3rd and 4th, 1943. 

Singing by the choir and prayers and testimonies by the congregation 
opened the meeting. 

Rev. A. L. Warren preached a fine sermon from the text "Behold the 
Lamp of God". A collection of $55.00 for the orphan horne at Eldridge. 
We were dismissed one hoUl· for refreshments. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2 

AFTERNOON SERVICE 

1. Song by choir, prayer by Rev. I. D. Nix. The moderator and 
cler:K heing present, the body was called to business. 

2. The moderator appointed D. A. Farley and Cliff Kennedy as rend
ing clerks. 

3. Church letters read and contents noted as per statistical table. 

NAMES OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES 

Bethlehem-Represented by letter. 

Bear Creek-Represented by letter. 
Brillian t-Boston-Bro. F. Whitman, Jessie Strickland, Sister J. A. Un-

derwood. 

son. 

Brookaiclc--Olie Gann, R. l\1. Moncrief. 
Calumet-Dropped. 
Free Waters-Bro. Richmond Pollard, Elmon Tidwell, Sister Ida Wil-

Good Springs-Not represented. 
Gum Springs-Wyman Holcomb and wife, George Benson. 
Holly Springs-Represented by letter. 
Hopewell-A. B. Bell. 
Lone Star-Bro and Sister Eugene Taylor, Sister G. 0. Parker. 
Liber ty-Represented by letter. 
Mt. Ohve-Bazalee Parr, A. G. May. 
Mt. Pleasant-Ret man Hnglar, Alvin Mullenix, Chesley Huglar. 
New Liberty-Pearl Fo·..,ler. Clifton l\Ioore, Estelle \Vorthy. 
New Pleasant Hill-Dropped. 
New Oak Grove-Ver7ie Kilgore, Johnnie Kni~ht. 
P iney Ridge-S. M. Key, F . C. Key, Leona Key. 
Pocahontas-Floyd Nelson, Sister Annie Nelson. 
Poplar Log-Hobson Harris, Dempsy )~arkhum, Elva Lou Markham. 
Red Bay-By letter. 
Spring Hill-Minnie Bevis, Vlil1odean Cunningham. 
Shady Grove-Sister J . 0. Jones, Doc!{ Adams, H. M. Bankston. 
Union Chapel-Represented by lette,·. 
Union Hill-Cliff Kennedy, Sister Claud Lacy, Leaborn Kennedy. 
Union Ridge-H. R. Mink, Mary J. Minl<. 
5. By a move all delegates were seated. 
6. Call for petitionary letters. ReceiYcd two, New Liberty and 

Brookside. 
7. By moves and seconds New L iberty and Brookside letters were 

received. By a unanimous Yote New Liberty and Brookside chu~·ches wert' 
received. 

8. Call for corresponding delegates. 
Progreasive--K. V. Shutes. 
Northe'l&t, Mbs.-J. M. Hass, D. M. Smithen. 
Bear Crcek-P. J. Dox, E. K. Jones. 
Vernon-J. S. Fredrick. 
By a move the body was 01ganized by electin~ Rev. H. A. Pitts mod

erator, Rev. A. L. Warren ac;. is aut r~ouc;rator, and Brandon Estes clerk. 
By a move the moderator appointed all committees. 

.. 

-

On Documents and Order of Business--J. 0 . Jones, B. M. Adkins, I. D. 
Nix. 

On Preaching-Harvy May, Cliff Kennedy, J. A. Underwood, with 
deacons of Piney Ridge church. 

Literature-Minnie Bevis, J ake Benson, Harvy Key. 
Deceased Ministers and Members--Jake Benson, Sister W. H. May, 

Brother Ashburn. 
Resolu tions-W. D. Martin, Virgie Kilgore, Grady May. 
Education-Bazalee Parr, Pearl Fowler, Estell Worthy. 
Home Missions-John Smith, R. M. Moncref, Clifton Moore . 
Temperance--J. S. Fredrick, Colie Gann, George Benson. 
F ina nce-Herman Huglar, Eugene Taylor, H . R. Mink. 
Sabath Schools-Vester Burket, Leaborn Kennedy, Perry Mo1·gan. 

REPORT ON PREACHING 

Rev. K. V. Shutes, Saturday night. 
Rev. W. D. Martin, Sunday, 9:30 a. m. 
Rev. H. A. Pitts, Sunday, 11 :00 a. m. 
Rev. J. S. Fredirck, Sunday night. 
Rev. G. 0. Parker, Monday, 11:00 a. m. 

Harvy May, Chairman. 
Report received and committee discharged. 
Cali names of churches ~nd consign delegates to their places of stay fo1· 

the sess1on. 
Moved, seconded and carried that the business of the body be suspend

eJ until Monday, 8 :00 a. m. 

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

Brother Box conducted a .fine devotional service, after which Rev. K. 
V. Shutes preached a very interesting sermon. Text, "Behold the Man." 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

At 9 :30, after song by choir and prayer, Rev. W. D. Martin preached a 
fine sermon from Ezjek'iel, 37th chapter. Collection was taken for the 
purpose of writing soldiers about christianity, leaving $17.33 as mission 
money. 

At 11 :00 a. m. Rev. H. A. Pitts preached a fine sermon from St. John, 
12th chapter, 21st verse. 

SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

Devotional by Rev. B. M. Adkins, after which Rev. J. S. Fredirck 
preached an interesting sermon from St. J vtm, 20th chapter, 19th verse, 
after which the Lord 's Supper was administered, fotlowed by feet washing. 
All seemed to be filled with love and joy at all services. 

MONDAY MORNING SERVICE 

After singing by choir and prayer, the roll was called. The modera-
tor then opened the body for business. 

1. Minutes of Saturday read and approved. 
2. Alternate delegates seated. 
The committee went to work while the r est of the body had a devo-• 

tional service. • 
We adjoUl·ned one hour while Rev. J. M. Has3 preached a fine sermon. 

Text, St. John, 19th chapter, 4th verse. Dismissed one hour for refi·e~h
ments. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON SERVICE 

After song and prayer the mode:rator called the body to business. 
Call for Report of Committees. 



ON ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. We recommend that the Association meet on Saturday before the 
. first Sunday in October, 1944. 

2. We recommend the mode1·ator be paid $5.00 and the clerk $10.00 
out of the association fund. 

3. We recommend that Rev. I. D. Nix pt·each the introductory ser
mon. 

4. We find several chu1·ches asking for the association. We recom
mend that this body decide which shall have it. 

5. We recommend that our chu1·ch covenant, form of church confer
ence, form of church letter of dismission and articles of faith be attached 
to the minutes. 

G. We recommend that A. L. Warren and W. D. Martin be appointed 
evang·elists and they shall take a free will offering at the churches they 
visit to pay their expense3. 

7. We 1·ecommend that a eommittee of three be appointed to examine 
the credentials of our preachers each year. 

8. We recommend tllat any of our preachers staying away from our 
association three yea1·s in succession without a lawful excuse, be investi
gated by our ministerial committee and be reported to the association. 

9. We recommend that each preache1· make a spiritual and financial 
report of each church he pastors. 

Report received and adopted by sections. 

ON EDUCATION 

I. D. Nix, Chairman. 
Commit.tee discharged. 

We, your committee on education, report as follows: 
As members of the Jasper Association we believe our children should 

be taught and trained in the literary field as much as possible, but of much 
more- importance we believe the great book of God should be taught to the 
utmost standard. This can be done through christian parents at home, in 
Sunday Schools and the Free Will Baptist League. As a closing scripture 
refe1·ence we give you 2nd Timothy, 2-15, study to show thy self approved 
unto God a workman who needeth not to be a::,hamed l'ightly dividing the 
'word' of truth. 

Pearl Fowler, Estelle Worthy, Bazalee Parr, Chairmen. 
Report received and committee discharged. 

ON DECEASED MINISTERS AND MEMBERS 

We, the committee on Deceased Members, find that death has visited 
the Pailo of our association the following churches. 

From Pochontas chm·ch, BJ.·other Jolln Williams, age 65; from Mt. Olive 
Brother Emet Franks, age not given; from Mt. Pleasant, Sister Martha Doss, 
age not given; from Hopewell, Re.v. Carl Miller, age not given; from Piney 
li1dge, Brothe1· F1·ank C. Farley, age 58 ; f rom Union Hill, Brother W. W. 
Yielding, age 8'4 years, 11 months, 26 days; from Union Ridge, Sister Cora 
Franks, age 53 years, 9 monthe, 15 days; fi·om Lone Star, Brother Roy 
M:addo_n, age not given; from Gum Springs, Si::;ter Emlje Benson, age 6Z 
years, Drother Charlie Glasco, age 91 years, Brother Jim Butler, age 78 
years; from Brilliant-Boston, Brother John Pugh, age not g;ven; fom Shady 
Grove, Sister Connie Craven, age not given; from Red Bay, Sister M. L. Jus
tice, age not given. With much reg1·et we find our loss is Heaven s gain. 

Matlie May, Brother J. R. Benson, Brother J. T. Nashburn, Committee. 
ON TEMPERANCE 

We, your committee on Temperance, report as follows : 
We are made to believe that temperance is one of the gratest things 

known to mankind. 

We recommend that all of God's people take a firm stand against the 
use of intoxicating drinks, and that churches withdraw from those who are 
intempet·ate. May we be fully aware of the damnation that whiskey and 
stl'ong drinks has brought to our nation. Let us pray for victory against 
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practices that will lead our people to disgrace and ruin. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. S. Frederick and George Benosn. 
Report t•eceived and committee discharged . 

ON HOME MISSION 

We, your committee on home mission, pray that each c~urch member 
let his light shine that the wo1·ld might see Jesus throug·h him. We, as 
christians should follow after good work, attend Sunday school, have fsm
ily prayer and practice the pure and undefiled region before God the ~ather. 
Let us teach the Bible at our home with a prayerful heart to our children. 
We recommend that christians take a stand against stl·ong drink and im· 
moral picture shows. 

Rev. R. M. Moncrilf, Clifton Moore, J ohn Smith. 
Report received. Committee discharged. 

ON RESOLUTIONS 

We, your committee on resolutions, report as follows : 
We tender our thanks to the Piney Ridge church and community for 

their kindness and cooperation in attendance, p1·ayer and fellowship. We 
thank our officers of this association for their faithful service. We further 
tender our thanks to the ministers for the Gospel messages they have 
preached. Also, to the good Brothers and Sisters for their inspiring songs. 
It was food to our soul to hear these good songs and messages. 

We thank the Brothers and Sisters for their services render ed at the 
piano. 

May we all p1·ay for on another and work faithfully to make the best 
better. 

J. W. Benson, Chairman. 
Report received an d committee discharged. 

ON MINISTERIAL CHARACTER 

We, your committee on Ministerial Character, find all our ministers in 
good standing, and at peace one with another. 

We urge that our mmisters abstain from the worldly things, such as 
picture shows and worldly amusements. We also urge each church to 
stand by their pastor, and ass st him in our Lord's work. . 

W. H. May, Chairman. 
J . A . Underwood, W. C. Lacey, W. C. Pearce, Vv. M. Wilson. 

Report received, committee retained. 
Minute fund 1943 __ -- -----------·-- _______ $57.15 
Association fund 1943 ----------------------·-------------·---$27.05 

Total in my hand October 6, 1943 ____ _ ____ $84.20 
Paid out 1943 to H. A. Pitts _______ _ _______ $ 5.00 
To Brandon Estes ------··------------------------------- $10.00 

Total paid out October 6, 1943___________ ---------$15.00 
Left jn my hand for minutes _-·----- _____________ ---$69.20 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brandon Estes, Sec.-Treas. 

ON SABBATH SCHOOL • 

We, yom· committee on Sabbath Schools, report as follows : 
We believe that no chur.::h can carry on successfuJy without a Sunday 

School and a devotional servicL' with good attendance and prayer. We rec
ommend that each pastor take more interest in Sunday School than some 
of them do. We believe God works th1·ough Sunday School. 

Report received. Committee discharged. 
Vester Burkett, Chairman. 

By a move and second the -lth quarterly meeting will be held with Gum 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 

CHURCHES PASTORS CLERKS AND POSTOFFICE NA MES OF DELEGATES 
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Bethlehem ., Grady Hudson __ .. k.ufus Evans ________ ,_ --~-- Represented by letter___________________ 
4

1

1 
1
2

1 67 R 
8ea1· Creek ______ 0. S. Gardner ____ J. F. Heathcock, Phil Campbell, Rt. 3_ Represented by letter __ ------------·--- 57 1 
Brilliant-BostoJL __ H. A. P1tts Vester Hawkins. Brilliant_ ___________ F. Whitman, J. Strickland, Sister J. A. Underwooct__ 1 1 f) 1 234 3-4 
Brookside ________ vester Burk(tt ____ :-l't>ll Gann, Carbon Hill, Rt. 2 Colie Gann. R. M. Moncriff_ - I 14 \ 
Free Waters G. 0. Parker ______ Brandon Estf'S, Guin... ----------- R. Pollard, E. Tidwell, I. Wilson.__ 2 129 
Good Springs_____ Not Represented -·--------------- ! 
Gum SPrings H. A. Pitts ______ J. H. Moore. Winfield, Rt. L __________ Wyman Holcomb and wife, George Benson...__ -- 27 2 1 I ~ 1 00 
Holly Spriugs. I . K. Boyett _____ Lillie Mae Chamblee, Hodges, Rt. 1 Represented by letter ______ ·-------------- R 6 J 9~ 
Hopewell Harvey Cobb Edith Bell, Nauvoo, Rt. 3 A. B. Bell . I 1 55 j 
Lone Star ______ G. 0. Parker _____ Lowell Ray Parker, Fulton, Miss., Rt. 3_ Bro. and Sis. Eugene Taylor, Sis. G. 0. Parker - 1 2 2 1 1 ~R 
Ltberty_ ----- _ __ :>. S. Gardiner ____ R. Gardnes, Gutn, Rt. 2__ Represented by letter_. -----·---------· 6R 
Mt. Olive ----- H. A. Pitts.. . W. S. Flippo, Guin, Rt. 2____ Bazilee Parr, A. G. May - !) 2 1 2R7 
Mt. Pleasant ____ Vester Burkett_ ____ Herman Hugley, Brilliant. H. Hugley, A. Mullenix, C. Hugley --· - 2 4 1 RO 
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1 New Liberty _ Vester Burkett ____ Pearl Fowler. Bankston, Rt. 1. _____ Pearl Fowler. C. Moore, E. Worthy_ ------- 12 1 fi 1661 

New Oak Grove __ H:. A. Pitts____ J. M. Robins, Nauvoo, Rt. 1 V. Kilgore, J. Knight. -------- · 4 1 I 209 I 1 
Pocahontas__ . Vester Burltett . .:ora Nelson, Carbon Hill, Rt. 2. - F. Nelson, AnnY Nelson. .. __ 2 1 j j 1 f)fi I 4 
Piney Ridge _ J. 0 . Jones _D. A. Farley, Arley, Rt. 2 S. M .• F. C. and Leona KlY-.,.;- ----·--·-- 1 ~ I 1 1 6~ ~ 
Poplar Log _____ 3. 0. Parker ____ B. H. Owen, Hamilton, Rt. 3 H. Harris, D . and E. Mark.ha q J 2 1 1 1 / R61 4 
Red Bay -- - Non-Elected . )liver H. Mink, Red Bay-- Represented oy letter____ -·-. R I l I I J 19f) I 1-.? 
5hady Grove _____ Ira Nix_ _______ \V. F. Freeman, Phil Campbell, Rt. a __ Sis. J. o. Jones. H. M. Bankston. Bro. Dock Adams_ q I I 1 1 I 11 2fl~ I X 
Spring HilL _____ J. S. Fredrick .. Mary Thomas, Nauvoo, Rt. 3 M. Bevis, W. Cunningham.. -------- 1 1 I ~R 1 
Union chapel_._ ~epresented by letter. - I I I 1 I I 
Union HJll G. o. Parker _____ L. c. Kennedy, Hackleburg ___________ C. Kennedy, L. Kennedy, Sis. Claud Lacy I r:: o 1 1 1 1 2~ A ?. 
Union RJdge ___ B. C. Chism H. R. Mink, Red Bay, Rt. 1 H. R. and M . J. Minlr .. 
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Springs church the 5th Saturday and Sunday in October, 1943. 
The moderator appointed Rev. B. M. Adkins, Rev. J. S. Fredrick and 

Rev. I. D. Nix on the aedentials committee. 

ker. 

Corresponding delegates to Sister Associations as follows: 
Vernon-Rev. W. D. Martin, Rev. H. A. Pitts, Rev. A. L. Warren. 
Bear Creek-Rev. I. D. Nix, Rev. Harvey Key, Rev. John Smith. 
State Association-Rev. H . A. Pitts, Rev. John Smith, Rev. G. 0 . Par-

The State Convention will meet Friday and Saturday before the second 
Sunday in November, with Malone Church, Alabama City. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace to embrace 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, and having obtained justification by 
faith in his name, we as members of the Freewi!l Baptist Church at 

----------·------·-·-- agree: 

1. To watch over each other in love, to pray for each other as mem
bers of a common faith, ever striving to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bonds of peace. 

2. We will not speak evil one of another, nor will we prosecute or ex
pose the faults of th e weak members of our church; but we wil endeavor 
to be governed by P aul's instruction to Timothy, "That we will reprove, 
rebuke and exhort" each other as members of a common brotherhood. 

3. We are commanded to do good unto all men, e8pecially to tho~e 
who are of the household of Faith. But we should remember that our t·e
lations to each other are closer, and the ob!igations more binding, than that 
of a common bond of Christian unity. In adop'.:ing this Covenant we be
come as a family, and assum e in a Christian sense the care and responsibil i
ty that the members of a family should feel for each other. 

4. We will attend the stated meetings of our church unless we are 
providentially hindered, or uncontrollable circumstances prevent us. And 
we will contribute of our means as the Lord h"ls prosp(>red us for the sup
port of our pastor and other necessat·y expenses of our chur~h. And we 
will prefer the serv;ce of our own chm·ch to that of any other, and will 
pray for our pastor while he is preaching the word to us. 

5. We will not injure our influence in the how:;e of the Lot·d by occu
pying seats among the ungodly and !"inners; but will occupy seats near the 
pulpit and use the natural powers which the Lord has giYen us to praise H·s 
holy name. We will sing with those who sing and pray with those who 
pt·ay. 

6. We will not be guilty of the sin of Sabbath bteaking by making 
Sunday visits to our neighbors, which is a drmble sin against the law of 
God. For in so doing we fail to attend the house of the Lord and hinder 
others who might wish to do so. Let us remember the law of Moses which 
condemns Sababth breaking, and the wo"clc; of the inspired apostle which 
!'ays, "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together as the manner of 
some is." 

7. We will not neglect secret and pubrc prayers, and thos~ of us 
who are heads of families wi1l strive to dedicate ou1· household to the ser
vice of God hy teaching our children the g·reat necessity of the Christian 
teligion as the only hope of happiness after death. We will adopt the cov
enant of J oshua, the servant of the Lord, and say, 11but as for me my house 
we will serve the Lord." 

NAMES OF MINISTERS 

Atkins, B. M., Rt. 3, Winfie~cl, Alabama. 
Bell, Quinton. 
Benson, J. R., Nouvoo, Alabama. 
Benf:on, J. W .. Nauvoo, Alabama, Rt. 1. 
Benson, Roy, Brilliant, Alabama. 
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Brasseal, J. L., Winfield, Alabama, Rt. 3. 
Brooks, R. S., Hackleburg, Alabama. 
Burkett, Vester, Townly, Alabama. 
Conner, J. L., California. 
Daniels, J., Jasper, Alabama. 
Flippo, G. \V., Rt. 2, Guin, Alabama. 
Ford, J. R., Rt. 2, Hackleburg, Alabama. 
Fmnks, E. R., Rt. 2, Guin, Alabama. 
Flippo, J. A., Haleyville, Alabama. 
Godsey, J. A., Hamilton, Alabama. 
Gilbert, John, Carbon Hill, Alabama. 
Gardner, 0. S., Hackleburg, Alabama. 
Hudson, Grady, Hackleburg, Alabama. 
Jones, J . 0., Phil Campbell, Alabama. 
Lowrey, Lee Roy, Bankston, Alabama. 
Keeton, P. T., Belmont, Mississippi, Rt. 3. 
Monculf, R. M., Empire, Alabama. 
Martin, \V. D., Rt. 2, Guin, Alabama. 
Miller, John, Rt. 3, Nauvoo, Alabama. 
Nix, I. D., Rt. 1, Nauvoo, Alabama. 
Parker, G. 0., Rt. 3, Fulton, Mississippi. 
Pake, E. L., Pocahontas. 
Pitts, H. A., Brilliant, Alabama. 
Potts, J. H., Pell City, Alabama. 
Haburn, Vl. C., Hackleburg, Alabama. 
Smith, John, Bankston, Alabama. 
Shirley, l\1. T., Guin, Alabama. 
Springfield, E. n., Townley, Alabama. 
Warren, A. L., Brilliant, Alabama. 
Yielding, Nathan, Hackleburg·, Alabama. 
Chism, B. C., Tremont, Miss., Rt. 1. 
Key, Harvy, Arley, Alabama. 

DECEASED MINISTERS 

Droaderick, J. F. l\Iartin, 1\I. R. 
Deno:;n, \V. B. McCombs, W. C. 
Black, .T. F . l\lcHaffey, E. M. 
Boug-hn, G. P. l\IcVey, ,J. P. 
Bag-bee, R. W. Nix, R. A. 
B.rdshaw, J. H . -:-, 1c ·:ols, L. L. 
Cochran,J. E. N~wman, W. R. 
Collier, J . Nelson, \V. A. 
Camp, T. M. Owen, T. A. 
Cook, J. I'arks, E. G. 
Crumbia, P. W. A. Perkins, S. M. 
Dick::;on, F. M. Phillips, C. 
Dubois, Porter Re~se, F. C. 
Elliott, G. C. Ramsey, S. D. 
Fowler, H. B. Sp1·:n~field, T. J. 
Flippo, R. C. Swindle, 1'. 1'. 
Grace, J. A. Tingle, W. S. 
Griffin, T. T. Tomlin, R. H. 
Hulsey, J. R. Turner, G. W. 
Haney, C .B. Thomas, C. G. 
Holliday, J. R. Ursy, James 
Ingram, "\\'-. H. Yickery, P. V. 
Jeffers, J. • Venaon, W. G. 
Key, A. L. \Vhitc, J. B. 
Johnson, J. A. 'Walker, T. L. 
Lawler, A. R. w·11·· m J R 1 1 <i s, . • 
Miller, Carl WP''e J J s. y' . . ' . 

'I'hese men are gone l.v be with God. 
Listed by \V. D . .i\1artin. · 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

1. By a unanimous vote the next session of this Association will con
vene with Mt. Olive chuTCh on Saturday before the first Sunday in Octo
ber, 1944. 

2. Be it resolved that any minister of the Jasper Free Will Baptist As-
sociation who desires to set forth the full functions of the Gospel, the same 
shall be made known to the Association by recommendation from the church 
Ol' churches to which they belong. If upon examination they are founci 
worthy the Association may ordain them, but all ordinations must be done 
at the annual Association. 

3. By motion the Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum were ordered 
appended to ou1· minutes. 

5. Be it resolved that we will not accept the baptism of any unordain-
ed minister. 

6. By motion the Association adjourned to meet at the above named 
place, after which theer was singing by the choir and the parting hands 
were taken amid tears and joy. 

H. A. Pitts, Moderator, Brilliant, Alabama. 
Brandon Estes, Clerk, Guin, Ala., Rt. 2. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

Art. 1. We believe there is one and but one living, true God, who is in 
persong,Jity the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal and harmonious in every 
dhine perfection. 1st Timothy 2-5. 

Art. 2. We believe that God is the author of the Holy Bible, and that 
its teachings construe the only infallible doctrine of the government of His 
church. 2 Timothy 3-16. 

Art. 3. We believe that Adam was created holy, but by voluntary 
transgression fell into deprav1ty, and consequently involved his posterit.Y in 
sin. Genesis 3~ 6. 

An. 4. vVe believe that the grace of God comprehends all spiritual 
blessings; that the Gospel is the power unto salvation; that the Holy SpiY\l 
not only reproves the world of sin, but is the means whereby sinners are 
converted, regenerated and saved. Romans 10-12. 

Art. 5. We believe that Christian faith is belief in J esus Christ, the 
Son of God and Redeemer of the world, and in the inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptu1·es, that faith comes by hearing and heaiing by the word of God. 
John 3-36. 

Art. 6. We believe that repentance is sorrow for sin and the kind of 
sorrow which constitutes Godly repentance nms t be preceded by effectual 
conviction for sin. 2 Co1-. 7-9-10. 

Art. 7. We believe that the human will is free, and that man has abil
ity to accept or reject the conditions of salvation as they a1·e revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures. Micha 4-6-8. 

Art. 8. We do not believe under the gospel dispensation that any soul 
is elected to eternal life unconditionally, but that those who by faith perse
vere to the end will be saved ; that it is poss1ble for men who have been con
verted to make shipwreck of faith, turn again to sin and be finally lost 
Luke 9-62. 

Art. 9. We believe that good works is the result of faith, and that 
those who have faith will do works of righteousness, while those who have 
no faith do anythin~ pleasing or acceptable to God. Matt. 7, 19-20. 

Art. 10. We believe that Christian baptism is in the imme1sion of a 
believer in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, that baptism can
not be spiritually administered w~thout faith in the subject who receives it. 
Rom. 6-4. 

Art. 11. We believe the Supper instituted by our Savior is a commem
orable ordinance; that it was instituted by Christians and that all Chr~stian.: 
unite in observing· the sacred service, regardless of name or denominational 
distinction. 1 Cor. 11, 18-29. 

Art. 12. We believe that man is a living soul; that the body will die; 

but that the soul is immortal; that death is the separaion of the mortal and 
immortal parts of human beings. Genesis 2-7. 

Art. 13. We believe in the resurrection of the dead. When the Res
un-ection shall take place the soul and body will reunite and form an im
mortal being, that the righteous will be received into a state of everlast
ing happiness to reign with God forever and ever, but the wicked will be 
bound hand and foot and cast into outer da,rkness. The wicked are driven 
away in their wickedness, but the righteous have hope in their death. John 
5, 28-2~. 

CONSTIT UTION 

1. This Association shall be known as the Jasper Free Will Baptist 
Association of Alabama, and being composed of Ministers and Delegates 
from the different churches fonning the same, each church being entitled t o 
thr(;'e ( 3) delegates. 

2. This body shall be considered an advisory council. 

3. All questions of doctrine and matters of general interest shall be 
decided by two-thirds vote of the Association, and the decisi(\11 shall be final. 

4. The office1·s of the Association shall be a Moderator and Clerk
Treasurer, who shall be chosen by a majority vote at each session of the 
Association. 

5. The Association shall meet annually at such time and place as may 
be agreed upon by p1·evious Annual Session, anJ shall not adjourn finally 
until all business is b:ansacted. 

6 . Churches 'Wishing to become membe1·s of this Association must ador.t 
its A1·ticles of Faith, and conform to its usages. 

7. We agree, as Churches of this Association, to use our best influ
ence to promote the intere~t of all moral and benevolent institutions, such as 
Temperance Cause, Sunday School, 1\lissionary Work, etc. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

1. This Association shall be culled to order by the Moderator who pre
sided at the last session, the former Clcd<: also offic~ating until the body is 
fully o1ganized. 

2. The Association shall be opened and closed by singing and prayer. 

3. The Moderator and Cle1·~<: shali be chosen by ballot at each session 

of the Association. A majority of Yotes by dcleg"tes present elects. 
4. The names of dele:-vatcs from t! .: differc!lt churches shall be en

l·olled and caleld for as often as necc:f:sary during the se~sion. 
5. A majority of dele~atc:J sLall rub in all cases except the reception 

of members; then it shall be unanimous. 
6. The Moderator shall net be entitled to Yote except in case of a tie, 

and then he shall give the deciding vote. He shall be entitled to speak on 
any question after others have ·spoken, provided he appoints some one to the 
chair while he i:::; speaking. 

7. Only one pe1son sh2ll speak at the time and he shaH arise and ad
dress the Moderator, and after 1·ecognition by the Moderator he shall pro
ceed. 

8. No brother sha!l be interrupted while speakin~ unless he shall de
pad from the subjecL under discussion or use words of personal reflection. 

9. No person will be allowed to speak more than twice on the same 
subject without leave of the Assoc:ation-nor more ti1an 15 minutes at a 
t ime. 

10. No person shall laugh or talk while t!1e debate is going on. 
11. No per.,on shall absent himself l't·om tne Association without leave 

of the Moderator. 

--=--"- -



FORM OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

State of Alabama;____________ County. 

We, the Free Will Baptist Church of Christ at _______ --·--

after divine service by Rev. , met in Conference. 
Opened doors of church for Reception of Members. 
2. We invite visiting brethren and sisters to scats with us. 
3. Call for reading of Minutes of Last Conference. Minutes read 

anL--------· -------------- . 
4. Call for Peace and Fellowship of the Church. Church _______ _ 

---------------- -- --------~---· 

5. Call for General Business of the Church. 
6. On motion for adjournment, Rev. ______________________________ , 

Moderator; Bro. ______________________ _ ----------- ' Clerk. 

FORM OF LETTER OF DISMISSION 

STATE OF ALABAMA. 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

We, the Free Will Baptist Church at_ ___ _, 

do certify that Bro. ---- is a member of our 
church in full fellowship and is hereby given this letter of recommendation . 

. __ , Moderator. 

, Clerk. 
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