MINUTES

CF THE

SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION

OF THE

JOHN THOMAS YEARLY MEETING
! Free Will Baptist Association ;

HELD WITH

MARY'S CHAPEL CHURCH
AT

% COEBURN, WISE. COUNTY VIRGINIA {5
" September 5th to 8th, 1929, :
G. G, HaRrris, JoB PRINTER,

Richlands, Virginia.




| * Text Rev 20 6 and 1st Cor. 15:33.
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© M. McFall, C, A, Robbinette, R. A. Powers, . M. Smith, 2 Ibert
“Dingus, J. F Welch, S. P. Davis, L, Scott, Mack Cardner, J. A,

T Blse and C. H. Stallard.

' Rasnake.. !

| PRO CEEDINGS :
'Ihe ]ohn T homas Yearly meetmg met with Marys Chapel 7

. Church on Thursday before the second Sunday in September 1929, - | 'V x

The Introductory sermon was preached by W R, Stallard Text
2nd T1mothy, 4:2. . ‘ .

S L‘NROLLMENT OF DELECATI:S C S
- E, M. Day U. S, G. Mead, Arthur. Cast~el Grandma Johnson ‘

T B.Shell, C, C. C olton, J. T. Keith, C, A ‘Robblnette J. 7.
“Blevins, J. A, Hocd, M. A, Bisé, ‘M. H. Stanley, Mack Gardner,'
Enoch Rose, Mattie ROSe,\J J. Gﬂly, Jo M. Willis,. .0

'MINISTERS PRESENT. ' "
E A Reedy,W R. Stallard, J. G Kennedy, C. H. Johnson S '

Hood, J. T. Tayis, W. R. Bise, W. B. GaIIOWay, D. L Smlth W

ELDCTION OF OF FICERQ

S. M, McRall, Moderator, W. R. Blse Clerk and ] W
chkenson L‘reasurer ' L

APPOINTMENT Ov COMMITTEDS. o ‘

Busmess L. A Reedy, Arthur Casteel and H. M, Smlth
- Supply of Pulpit:—U. S G, Mead, C g, Splnks, and] T, Keith,
-Sunday School ——W Stallard A Robbmette and J. C ,

Next Se~51on —E M. Day, S. P. Davis, and Ethel Reedy
‘Moved and carried that we adjourn until 9:00 a. m, Triday,
Preaching at 8:00 p. m,, by J. T, Dav1s and J. C Rasnake,f

FRIDAY MORNIN

Met accordmg to adjournment, Readlng by S. M McFall,
grayer by J G. Kennedy. We then took up the work of the yearly
meeting, Committee to settle with the treasurer; C. A. Robkinette,
D. L. Smith and W. S. Powers, Wise County Quarterly Meetmg
report, received and passed its character good.,

Dickenson Connty Ouarterly Meeting report recewed and pass-
ed, its character good.

Moved and carried that we adJourn until 2:00 p. m -

Met according to adjournment. / Reading by S. M. McFall,
prayer by R. A, Fowers; reports of committees prevmusly appomted

eport of busmess comm1ttee No. 1 adopted

i
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Sunday School Commlttee reported that J. C. Rasnake nge
us a talk on the work of Sunday School.

- Committee on next session report that next session be held thh '
the Pewther Chapel Church on Thursday before the second Sunday - |

" in September 1930. '

Corresponding Messengers called for and repert from Sandy _

Valley Yearly Meetmg.
CORRESPONDINC MESSENGERS TO SA’\IDY VALLEY
“W. R. Stallard W. R. Bise and E. A. ‘Reedy.

" Moved and carried that we have 1,000 Minutes printed Mov-"

ed and carried that we adjourn until 9'00 a. m. Saturday morning,

Preaching at 3:30 p. m,, by 'S. P, Davis and C. H. Stallard, John -

- 14:6. Preaching at 8 100" p. m.,, byR S. Ball and W J Kexth Text
Psalms 50:11.

Appointment - of a by-law commlttee —E., A, Reedy, R A

Dingus, W. R. Stallard, D. L. Smith, Arthur Castesl, J. C. Rasnake

" and S. M. McFall, to meet with- ‘the Pewthers Chapel Church on

the 1st Sunday in January. 1930.
' SATURDAY MOR’\TING

. Met accordmg to adjournment. Reading by S. M. McFall;
'prayer by Mack Gardaner. Moved and carried that we have some
songs printed in our minutes; W. B. Galloway, E. G. Kilgore, and
Monroe Hubbard, furnish the songs, Moved and- carried that the
church letter be ormted in our minutes. Moved and carried that
we adjourn this conference until Thursday before the second Sun-
day in September 1930, When it wll ‘meet with Pewther’s Chapel

Church - S. M. McFall, Moderator.
; T : W. R. Bise, Clerk.

. Preachmg at 11 :00 2 m, by W. B Galloway and C. A Rob-

binette; Text, Exodus, 17th chapter = Preaching at 4:00'p, m., by
D. L. Smith, and H. M., Smith; Text, Zachariah, 13:1, Preachmg"

at 8:00 by W T. Bise, and W, R Stallard Text ‘Eclesiastes 12:13.
Preaching Sunday, by E. A. Reedy and J. C Rasnake, Text’ 2nd

Timothy, 2:15.
, MINISTERS CONFERENCE
E. A. Reedy, Moderator, and Vv. R. BISP, Clerk.-

Wise County Ministers:—W, R. Stallard M McFall, H
M. Smith, R. A. Powers, J. F. Welch, P. L. nderson, Leonard

Fields,. W. B. Galloway, Monrce Hubbard C. A. Robbinnette,
passed; J.-A. Hood, good; C. H. Johnson, H. V. Joknson, C, H,
Stallard and L. Scott. Wise: County Ministers, ‘hot present :—

Sylvan Wilson, Della Salyer, C. v mght E. M. Green, H. C.
Osborn, J. M. Sheets, W. F erght H. Dixon, John Cook,

2
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A, \Reedy and J. Roblnson

——

Joe Patterson, passed and Thornton Carrol, good. -

Ministers not Ordained:—J. F. Davis, passed Kelley Cook -

", good; Manuel Collens, and G. W. Blevins.: :
Ministers dropped —J M Hayes has left the church, J. M,

’ ‘Shoo]g dropped.
i

ickenson County Mmlsters present:—E. A. Reedy, passed

. good; W. R, Bise W. J. Keith, J. G. Kennedy, D. L., Smith,

Albert Dingus, W. T. Bise, S. P. Davis and C. R Stanley.

Wade Powers,, passed; A. L, Dingus, good; Henry Trusty, Charlie
- Isam, J, T. Robinson, - Kasper Lane and A, F. Hughes.

- Dickenson County Ministers not Ordained:—Mack Gardner, :
~passed good. KElection of an Evangelist, Rev. W, R, Stallard.
"~ Moved and carried that we commit Brother J. T. Dayvis to

the Ordaining Council. The Ordammg Council for next year:—
‘C. A. Robbinett, S M. McFall, H. 1\1 Smlth J. F. Hughes, E.

!

EPORT' OF BUSINI‘CS COMMITTEE

We the Busmess Committes do urge that this C onferénee make
a close study of the by-laws already on record, in our minutes; - nd

if we find onsz conflicting with the other, or not in accordance with

th:e Bible, that they be dropped or revised; :nd that during this
years Work of our conference, we may fully agree on our by-laws to
govarn us from this time forward; and that we may introduce same
to oar Yearly Me:ting, and have them conﬁrmed there, and set a
snl on them, that we ever ab1de them, .
, “E. A, Reedy, \ Chalrman
Lo C Arthur Casteel.

FORIS! FOR CHURCH LETTER

This Certifies that, -—- - -, i3 & reg- |
ular member of the - tanemere s caai e : Free Will

Baptlst Church in..: ., in good stand‘-
‘ing as such. = We commend--- ' , to
the fellowship of God’s people; and when we are- informed. that

Evangel stical Church, we shall consxder i i
regularly dismissed frim thls church In behalf of the Free Wlll
Baptlst Church R

i Pastor.\
' Clerk.

,has united with some otherﬁ
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- QUARTERLY MEETING REPORTS .
Letter from chkenson County Quarterly Meetmg --To the'

‘ ,John Thomas Yearly Meeting: The general state of religion is.
good. No new churches added during. year. Total number of

churches,‘9 total membership, 266.- We have chosen to repre-

" gént us in the yeariy meeting, the following delegates:—~Enoch:

Rose, Orlena Stanley, B. M."Lane, Rosie Slemp, Charlie Mead,
U. S. G. Mead, J. W. Dingus and Mattie Mc¢Fall. “Alternates:

' Mattie Rose, M. A Bise, J. Li.-Keith, Julia Powers: and “John - .
Keith. This body recommends: Brother Mack Gardner to-the -

ordaining council for ordaination to preach the gospel, having.
served his time out according to the rules of the 'yearly meetlng

We request the next yearly - meetmg in the Dickenson County
: quarterly meetmg boundary e E. A/ Reedy, Moderator. o

- W. R Bige, Clerk, Protem

Report from the Wise County quarterly meetlng -To the
John Thomas Association from the 5th to 8th Septembzr 1929.

‘We have 16 churches; 22 mmlsters, ‘with a membership of 544;
. value of church property, $14100.00. We/have 10 Sunday Schools - -
with'an enrollment of 657 scholars, with an average attendance -
of 421. - We have chosen to represent us at this assceiation, the
- following delegates from' each church, namely :—Union, Tom
" Blevins and Arthur Casteel;" Cherry Grove H. A. Adding.on and -
Edd Pate; Mary’s Chapel, E J. Kilgore and D C. Skeens; Dale’s -,
Ridge, Edd Culbertson and C. C. Bryant; Mt View, J. F. Shell
‘and C. A. Robbmette, Steven’s Chapel, Mattie Cox and Margaret .
" Wheatly; Wilson’s Chapel, Syd Robbinette and Della Salyer, Hop-

i

kins’ Chapel, Emmitt Day and Tilda Henseley; Ramsey; -Andrew
Stidham and E. H. Hammons; West Norton, W. W. Adams and

Leonard Fields; Big Spring, J. N, Willis_and J.' J. Gilley; Roar- - -

ing Fork,- Allie Wolf and George Falin; Pardee, J. O. Shell and
Mack Sterglli Blackwood, Henry Scott and his daughter; Kelley

Colton and J. A. Hood.
~ Drill, Russell County Vlrglnla, August 24 1929 —To the

John Thomas Ass:ciation of Free Will' Baptlst to convene with -

Mary’s Chapel’ church, Wise County Virginia, Thursday before the

‘second Sunday'in Septnmber 1929, Greetmg -We the Sandy Val-

ley Association now-in session at Fuller’s Chapel Church do elect

our borthers and sisters as messengers, to carry our correspond-, :

" View,; W. M. Day and J. J. Moneyhun, Bowens Chapel C.C.

ence of love and fellowship to you in your conference: John San- -

ders, B. W ' Presley, G. W. Presley, Aloia A, Ball, Martha Stump,
M. F. Hess and Elder S. E. Brooks. We are a Small association
of 6 representa’clve churches Wlth a membershlp of 234 2 quar-
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terly meetlng boundarles, 13 ordamed mmlsters, all in harmony .

and good fellowship; our church property is valued: at $6500.00;
our next associati-n will be held with’ Russell Fork - Church, at

- Council, Buchanan County'Va., on State Highway, Railroad, sta-
tion; H onaker Va., and we cordlally inviteall that can attend and.

we espemaly solicit a correspondence cf messengers from your
association, and asking an interest in your prayers in- behalf of -
our little association, we prayerfully submit this our. correspond-

" ence, qa,ndy Valley Assoclatlon T J C. Rasnake, Moderator

‘ E Brooks, s.lerk
REPORT OF \LINISTERS

Mac ! ardner McRoberts Ky a—I have preachg d about 65 sers
mong; [ have preached 8 funerals; helped in'5 other funerals; I

- have helped in 3 revivals; witnessed 12 conversions; traveled 700

miles or more, So pray for me brethren, that I may do ‘more in.
the cauze of God’s work.

"W. B. Galloway, Blg Stone Gap, Va., Route 1 Box 50 i
have preached 50 sermons; labored in one rev1va1 preached 2 me-

- moriul services; superintended one Sunday School took part m 8

funerals and traveled akout 438 mlles

R. A, Powers, Burdine, Ky. —I have preached about 50 ser-
mons; witnessed 4 conversion ; worked in 2 revivals; conducted
14 burlal services and traveled ‘abotit 300 miles. :

L. J. Fields; Dooley, Va.—I have pastored 2 churches,
preached ‘about 50 sermons; held 7 revival; have seen:a number -
saved: conducted 1:funer:1 service;. received 3 in the church; bap- -
tized .; received about $10. 00. Drothers pray that I may do more
in this next year.

"J. A. Hood, Big Stone Gap, Va. R. F D 1 Box 173 —-To
the body of -he 'Annual Meeting: I have preached 80..sermons;

," ‘superintended 1 8unday School; pastored 1 church baptlzed 2 and
" received $8.10 donations. .

Report of A. L. Dmgus - | have preached about 75 sermons, :

" have helped in 1 revival; witnesssd 10 conversions;  organized 1’

Sunday School; helped to baptize 3 assnstant pastor of church
and traveled about 533 miles

.} Albert Dmgus, Jenkins Ky. —-—To the John Thomas Yearly
Meeting: I have pastored 1 church; preached 55 sermons; con-
ducted 2 funerals; pre ched 2 memorxals, baptized 4;- recelved 5
into the church and traveled about 800 miles.

‘ Report of Monroe Hubbard Wlse, Va ——Through the tender '
&5 : , 5
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mercies of God I have preached 85 sermons baptized 3 attended
7 funeral services; received $13.50; have donated to the chu- ‘ches |
and to the cause of Christ, $75.00 and traveled 1580 miles.
- Brothers pray for me that I may ever be found at the post of duty.

May ‘the tender mercies of God and the sweet communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you'all.. Amen,

D. L. Smith. Nasble, a.—] have preached about 50 sermons;
pastored 1 chunch; helped in 1 revival; witnessed 15 conversions; -

. received 17 into the church; conducted b burlal services; baptlzed
8 and married 3 couple. RS TN

W. R. Bise, M1llard Va.—I have pastored 1 church; assnstant

‘, pastor of 2 churches; preached about 75 serrnons, attended 4 bur-

ial services and helped to baptize 5.

C. H, Johnson Foraker, Va -—I have preached about 5 ser-
mons; ‘assistant pasior of 2 churches; worked ‘in 2° revxvals and
helped in 4 burial services.

.+ 8. P, Davis, Trace Fork Va.—I have \preached ‘most every
Saturday and Sunday somewhere, have labored in 2 revivals and .
ctl)lndulclted a few prayer servmes I desire the prayers of “the
church, § , s

Report of A, F Hughes, Clintwood, Va.—I have pastored 1
church; helped in 1 revival; helped baptlze 2; called in 4 burials;
marmed 8 couple and preached about 45 sermons. ,

P. L. Anderson, Appalaz hla Va.—I have pastored 3 churches,

preached about 100 sermons; .held 2 revivals; superintended 1

i Bunday School: preached 10 sermons at the poor farm and con- .

ducted 4 funeral services.

7

Reportof C. A. Robinette, Wise, Va., R. F D 1 Box 57 —

I have preached about 110 sermons; witnessed 5 conversions;:

worked in 2 revivals; conducted 2 burial services; received 4 into "
. the:church; baptized 3; received about $15.00, by gift and donation; -
~ traveled about 900 miles and pastored 4 churches. -

W. R Stallard, Big Stone Gap, Va, Route 1, Box 146:—Have
- preached 159 sermons; gave 36 exhortatlons, labored in 7 revival -
meetings; witnessed 22 conversions; received 6 members into the
church; conducted 3 burial services and 8 memorial services; mod-
erated 1 yearly meeting and 2 quarterly meetings; gave 3 Sunday
- School addresses; baptized 5;imarried 1 couple; traveled 530 miles
and received by gift and donatlons $196.10. .

— Y

i . °
Report of H. M. Smith, Lyons, Va. ——Pastored 2 churches,

held 3 revxvals,l helped in 2 others, 1tnessed 45 conversxons, re-
. ) , 6 :

T
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ceived 15 into the church: baptized 25; held 10. burial serviéés;
held 6 memorials; preached 165 sermons; traveled about 200 miles;
I want the prayers of the church gnd .people that I may do more,

.. Sept. 8, 1929.- Report of Wade Powers. To the John Thomas
Asgsociation, Dear brothers in Christ:—I.am thankful to submit
the following réport. 1 tried to preach 35 sermons; helped in 3

- revivals; baptized 4; witnessed 6 conversions; assistant pastor of
2 churches. Pray for me that I may run the race with patience,

. ever-looking to Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” Your

- brother in Christ. / N ' T

- B. R; Powers, Jenkins, Ky., Sept. 3.—I wish to submit the
following report:—I have pastored 2 churches; baptized 3; received .
3 into the church; dismissed none; witnessed 2 conversions; trav-
eled about 300 miles; preached 92 sermons; conducted 16 burial
services; helped in one;conducted 3 memorial gervices and helped
in'l. Brethren, pray for me, that while we are waiting the com-
+ ing of- our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
- - dead, at His appearing and Kingdom; that I may rightly divide
“the truth, to receive my crown. Brethren, my heart’s desire is
- t0 be -with you all at our conference; but circumstances do not

permit. But I will ask our Heavenly Father to be the lead and
guide of your hearts throughout the conference, - :

o ‘ \' .
' _OBITUARIES.
ELLEMN RUTH FLANARY

E - Ellen Ruth Flanary,"/daughter of W. T., and Maud_Flanary
- was born in Appalachia, Va., September 3, 1923, and died at the
home of her parents in Powell’s Valley, May 17, 1929, aged 5
years, 7 months and 14 days - Ruth was only sick a few days;
" but she had heart-and kidney trouble which soon took her away.
- \Ruth left a host of friends, and let us not think that we won’t see
" her again for we know she is resting with Jesus and waiting for
* her loved ones and friends to come home, = . = = = ,
S ~So live on little Ruth, - T
For you are at rest; " IR :
. -~ .. We hope to meet you some day and never part.
. Written by W. B. Galloway. \ L
e EDMOND HUBBARD

Dear bothers and sisters of the Free Will Captist Association: -

It is with a'sad and aching heart, that I attempt to write a few
words of the life of a dear loving father, Edmond Hubbard. He
_was the son of Elder R. S, Hubbard, and was- born February 8, . .

1
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1845, and departed this hfe May the 6, 1925, makmg his stay on
‘ earth 50.years 2 months and 19 days He ‘was married to ary:
- Sturgill July the 15th 1866 to this union was born 11 ‘children, 4
boys and 7 girls, two giris-preceeded him to the grave, one in in-
. fancy, the other 29 years of age. -For the past 50 years he was a
. member.of the resgular . aptist church and always rejoiced 'to
- hear the gospel preached inits fullness. I am- thankful to say that”
~ a part of his children is following his footsteps in righteousness,
looking for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of -he
+ great God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Father Hubbard

‘ was loved by all who knew. him - His door was always open .to -

the children of God. I can almost hear him rejoicing and prais-
ing his b essed Redeemer 10 earnestly did he strive to live de-
voted to duty, always giving his children sweet father.y and Godly -
advice. He was kind to everyone he met and tender hearted. Ev-
- ery time I visited him he would meet mé¢ at- the door and with
- tears dropping down his ceeeks saying God bless my boy. He
was a full believer in salvation by grace. I ask the dear brethren,

and sisters to help me hold up the blood stained banner of Je.us =

Christ to therest of hig dear children; that they may -accept Him
as their personal Savior while in this life, that we may be one
. unbroken family around the thronz of God that we may Wa\k
-up and dowh the golden streets of the new Jerusalem and sing
redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Now may ‘the saving
* grace of a once crucified and risen Savior and the sweet commun-
ion ‘of the Holy Spirit abide with you all., " Amen. A
ertten by his son, Monroe Hubbard S

. MARY HUBEARD
Dear brothers and sisters-of the Free Will T<:a.pt;1st; Assomatlon

It is with a sad and achmg heart that I attempt to write a-few ,

words of the life of a kind and loving mother, Mary | Hubbard.
- She was the daughter of Frank and Delilah Sturgill, and was born

October 2, 1851, and departed this life October 3, 1928, makin » her

stay en earth 77 years and 6 day. She was" marrled to' Edmond
Iubbard July 15, 1866, and to this union were born eleven children

4 boys and 7 glrls two of the girls preceeded her to the grave, one . _

in infancy and the other aged 29 -She was a loving and tender
hearted mother, always kind toevery body. She ~lways was so good -
 to her children and dear old father, She never got too tired nor’
sleepy that she did not go to the beds'de. of her children. if shz

‘thought they were not resting well, S$he did ndt belong to any -

church, tut was a : -trong. believer in the rcgular Baptist .church.’

Dear mother was sick for a long time before she died; but was only

' confined a short time to her bed, She bore her °ckncss with patince,

never com..laining much,. 1 went t0 s:e her two weeks before she

-die: and she told mo that she only had a few-more days to stay
. * 8 .

T - . . i
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with me and said son don’t grieve after me, for there is nothing in
‘my way, I .am ready to meet my God in peacs.: the was. always
pleased to see her childrcn around her bed. Everything was done
for m .ther by her childreg:and friends, that cculd ‘be done, but the
good Lord saw fit t> take her from us, She was such a good mother.
No one on earth can fill her place; .She of¢imes spoke of our baby

_brother and.asked us to visit him. We are praying that the good
. Lord will touch his heart with a finger of love and cause him to turn

from his wicked ways and ssek the home where mother has gone to
live. Dear brothers and sisters, let us not forget thekind words of
mother and love one another, and serve the only true God, that

~ when our time comes that we may meet our sweet mother in-glory,
' where there will be no more sickness nor pain and- where: we ' will

never have to say farewell, where the Lord will lead us to living

" fountains of water that never run dry and God Himself will wipe
- away all tears from our eyes. - : R S

We think of our dear'mother,
In happiness and bliss; RN
- We thank the Lord she is living,” -
_ In a better world than this. - -~

Written by her son, Monroe Hubbard. |

BY-LAWS OF MINISTERS CONFERENCE
‘1. There shall be'a Ministers’ Conference held yearly 'in con-

o 'nection with the Yearly Meeting. '

‘2, The object of the Ministerial Conferenceis to discuss points
cf doctrine, and examine the Christian character of the ministers..

3. . Every minister in the John Thom:s Yearly Meeting is- re-
quired to attatch themselves to the Ministers’ Conference and must

. be governed by the rules and regulations-of the Ministers’ Confer-
- ence, : : : L

-4, ‘Every Minister belonging to the Conference is required to
report themselves to the Conference annually, either in person or
by leiter or both, .- L L, .

- .5, . Any minster failing to report for two years in_ succession
withont a reasonable -excuse shall be reprimanded .and if they. still
disregard this requirement they may be dismissed from the confer-
ence, o " : : : o

—6, Any minister moving to anothet Yearly Meeting shall take
a letter of dismissicn and commendation so that they may properly
unite themselves to'the Yearly Meeting where they move,

S THE MINISTRY' = S
No member-of our connection shall-be at liberty to take upon:
‘ : S

\




~hxmself the pubho mmlstry of the Word unless he feels d1vme1y ;

called, and make report of same to the church to which he belongs
~and if the church shall be satisfied with his quahﬁcatlons, and call
of such person. then she may grant said person the liberty to ex-

: ercxse his or her giftsiby exhortation, for twelve months, or nearit.:

2. If they prove satisfactory to the church, then the church

may recommend them to the Quarterly meeting, which may grant =

them lisense to preach the Gospel, for twelve months, or near it,

.'{‘&‘«J L

i

with all the privileges of the Free ‘Will Baptist denomination ex- o

" cept haptism, pastoring churches, and the ordinance of the Lord’s

house. "And if they prove satisfactory to the Quarterly Meeting, -

then they may recommend sald person to the early Meetmg for
‘ ,ordlnatlon
The ordammg' councxl must be appomted bv the Yearly
Meetmg. Not, less than three nor more than five ordined minis-
ters, for a period of twelve months, Any three may transact the

‘business of examining the applicants for ondination. : - :
‘When a minister of another denomination, wishes to unite

4,
with the Free Will Baptist he or she must: first join the church,

Then the proceedmgs are-the same .as with licentiates.

ministers leaving the Free Will Bapsist Church and

desiring to){)e reinstated, shall be dealt W1th as though they never
belonged to the church, -

6, If a minister becomes dlsorderly, or preaches a doctrxne
contrary to the Free Will Baptist faith, the minister may at,once
be called to question by the church offended. They must be given

a fair and impartial trial, by evidence mainly by Free Will Baptist =

members, if the charges shall be sustained, they shall be dealt

with as follows:" The church having the exclusive right to deal

with the ministers under their care. "1if the chargesare againata - v
licentiate, it must be reported to the Quarterly Meeting, and their -

decision shall he final. ‘If the charges are against an ordained - -

mlmster, then the Quarterly Meeting shall report to, or call the
ordaining council together. and they shall try the case, and thelr
decisfon shall be final. -

7. Any ordained mlslster of the Fren Wlll Ba é)txst may serve '

the church in the absence of the pastor. in every ospe order re-

Kenned

quired of him by the church, . .' Keunedy.
R \ w Stallardf B

THE ORGANaZATION OF‘ A OHUROH

1 When any number of believers ‘lesire to be organized into a

Free Will Baptist church, they are examined by one or more regular
Fm Will Baptist ministers:in reference to their Christian charaeter,

10
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. doctnne, and abﬂlty to sustam & church If the examination is -

satisfactory the applicants are orzanized int> a church . as_follows:

“'The Bible is presented as the’ only rule of faith and practice. ‘The
~-Church Covenant shall be adopted, - .A prayer of consecration oﬂ-
T ered . The hand of fellowship is given,. Then officers are elected,

2. There shall be male members enoughto fill the public of-

i ﬁces in the church, in order that.a regular discipline may: be kept up.

:8. "After bemg thus constituted, they shall be at liberty out of

f K the number of regularly ordamed mlmsters, to choose a pastor who '
‘ shall presxde over them. L e

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
The officers of a church are a Board of Trustees, Clerk Treas- -

_‘urer. "Deacons and. Deaconesses, Finance Committee and Pastor

Board of Trustees.—The duty of the trustees  shall be to hold

‘title to al! property, either in fee or gift and to maintain all rights

to-same, to convey said property in the discretion of a four-fifths °
majority. of those present at a regular meeting, bemg announced at

- said church three months prior to said meeting.

Clerk.—It is the duty of the clerk to keep a church’ book and

"in it record the Church Covenant, the names of the members, and -

" all the proceedings of the church, in the exercise of its disc:phne :

.+~ and management of its temporal 'affairs. . He also signs all the let-
SRR ters ‘and other communications made by authonty of the church,

“Treasurer.— ['he trzasurer shall be entrusted’ with the funds of

the ‘church, and it shall be his duty to keep a regular account of alt

the money rece ved, and from whom, and makeare of the same .

‘annually to the church, or oftener if necessary, which funds shall

be drawn, on the treasurer only by .the order of the ehurch, -
- Deacons.—The deacons are elected for life or durmggood be-

. havxor :They should be men_distinguished among their brethren

for piety and benevolence. . Before entering upon the 'duties of

. their office they are ordamed by the pastor or other : regular min-
_ister - Ordination consisting of charge, laying onof hands and of
- prayer: : It is their duty to serve at the Lord’s table, to distribute -

of the bounty of the church among its needy members, to visit

the sick, to assist the pastor in promoting order in attendance up-
“on the church and to conduct rellglous meetmgs m the abscense

of the pastor. .
Deaconesses.—-They assist ‘the deacons and the ﬁnance com-

_ mittee, in visiting the sick, in : collecting funds and distributing

among the needy members, and enforcmg proper discipline among
the female members..

‘Finance Committee.—These have the general management of

B o the finances of the church subJect to the. church’s control. -
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Pastor —Each church elects its own pastor out of the regular
ordained ministers, upon such terms as may be agreed.upon. be-

" tween the parties themselves. -~ It isthe pastor’s duty. faithfully to

preach .the Word,: to -have the general superintendance of the
church to be: hlmself an example to the:flock, to visit.the mem-
bers, espec1ally the sick as he has the oportumty and.to.do all.in
his power to promote the religious interest of the church which he
'serves, and to advance the cause-of Christ: among men.. o

._.._._—‘.»___.-—

RECEPTION OF ME MBERS

_ Any’ person who gives ev1dence of a change of heart profeses
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and has been immersed; by a prop-
er administrator, church covenant read, explained and accepted is

received. to membership-by a vote of the- church.

From other churches immersed persons are received by letter.
Nbo one, against whom any .valid objection is - made” is received to
membership: . When any member objects to: the reception of -an

applicaht, the matter is deferred until the  church' can ascertain

. the: nature of the objection, If, in-the opinion of the church, the

- objection is not a valid one, the applicant may :be received.. Ex-
cluded members are received again only when they confess their

~errors and give evidence, of repentance.’ Per:ons excluded from

other: churches are :not.received, unless it be made evident that -

they were excluded upon umustlﬁable grounds. The hand of fel- .

lowship is extended to all who are recelved mto the membershlp
of the church :

..._.;.._4

DISMISSION OF MEMBERS

Only members in good standlng are dismissed from the church h

and these for no other reason than to unite with some other- church.

~ Such members receive letters of honorable dismission and:com-

mendation, but are.under.the- watch care of.the same ¢hurch until
they are received into some: other. : ; A ‘withdrawal without ‘such
letter . of. commendation is equlvalent to excommumcatlon, and
treated a3 such by the church : S

MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH

Each church meets as often ag practlcable for the pubhc wor-
ship of God. =~

The times of celebratmg the Lord’s Supper,’ washmg feet,
and of business meetings are arranged by each ]ocal church to
suit its’own convemence

Each church is requlred bo observe the ordmances Feet wash- >
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ing follows the Lord’s Supper

a Conference or business.meetings are opened and closed with
S suitable devotional ‘exercise; .The pastor acts as the moderatorof -
,¢  /thebusiness meetings of the church..In the absence of the pastor
§ ~ the chu.ch'may meet when necessarg and attend to ordinary busi--
‘ness; but no member is excluded int

CHURCH COVENANT

Havmg been brought as we believe, by the divine grace to ac-

" cept the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and: Preserver, we do
now solemnly and joyfully covenant and agree, by God’s help to
- walk together in brotherly love. ,
We, therefore, enter into covenant as members.of this church

- and as éhrxstxans, that we will watch over each-other.in.love,
- sharing together each other’s joys and scrrows; that we will not
. forsake the assembling of ourselves.together, nor.omit the great-
- duty of prayers for ourselves and others; that by divine gssistance.
we will endeavor to bring up those under ourcare.in the nuture
and admonition of the Lord; that in all things we will strive. to.ex~
emplify our profession by a corresponding. practice, to- abstain
from all sinful conformity to the world, .to be just in.our.dealings, -
faithful in our engagements,.and. exemplary in all our deportment;
~ that we will abstain from the sale and use of .intoxicating. liquors.
as a beverage; that we will sustain the worship, ordinances,  dis-

cipline and doctrine of the church; that we will contribute cheer- -

-fully, according to our ability, to the. support.of. the ministry, the .
expense -of the church, the relief of the poor, and the,general o
spread of .the Gospel. e
In keeping this solemn Covenant may we ever enJoy theblesa- -

© ings and presence of the Great Head of the Church.\ ,

BY-LAWS WOTIONS u'c OF JOHN: TBOMAS YEARLY MEETING

e absence of the pastor

I

Il

o 1. A conference shall annually be held. . :
: -2, No:conference shall be held with less than three ordained
ministers, and four delegates be L}ongmg to this Yearly Meeting..
3. Officers of this Yearly Meeting shall.be, moderator; clerk
and treasurer, who shall be elected annually.
4. At the opening.of each.conference, the. clerk’s books . shall
. - be.presented, and the proceeding of the last conference read.
T .- The object of the Annual Conference:shall, be.;to promote:
- %  Christ's. Kingdom :among: men:by means mfstrlct confortmty tothe
. .Holy:Scriptures . :
A "6 These conferences shali be composed of th. mxnmters who.
s  aremembers of the Quarterly Meetings belonging to.:the body.
' 6, TheSe conferences shall be composed of the:ministers. who‘
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are members of the Quarterly Meetmgs belongmg to the body, and
of de! egates from these Quarterly meetings, each Quarterly meet;
ing being entitled to as many delegates as each conference shal S

think proper.

, 7, The delegates from each Quarterly meetlng shall bear to
the conference a letter certifying their appointment, shOng the
‘condition and statistics of the Quarterly -meeting, and - giving a. -

statement of all funds raised durmg the year for denommatlonal
or other benevolent purpose. . -

8. .This conference may at: each regular meetmg, elect asvi
many . boards or standing commlttees as may ke necessary ‘in car---° -
rying out its benevolent purposes.” These shall keep a record of
their. proceedmgs and make a report at each regplar meetmg of -

the conference. -
‘9, " Any Quarterly meetlng desmng to become a member of

this body shall present her petition at a regular session of the con- -
ference, through delegates appointed fcr that purpose: If she be

received, the moderator. shall extend to her delegates the hand of

fellowshlp '
10, The conference may extend to. V151tmg brethren all the
prnnleges of the body, save that of voting.

11. ' This constitution may be amended at any regular sessmn :
' by vote of four-ﬁfths of the members present of the conference' ‘

in sessmn

12, I any member in the Judgement of the conference, shall
show anger in his discussion on any subJect he shall torfelt his®

seat in the conference.

33. No member of the general conference shall be at l1berty _' ‘

to withdraw without leave of the moderator.
. 14, The conference shall always adjourn by vote

15." There shall annually be a committe of finance chocen to‘

settle with the treasurer and report to conference.

16. Conference shall always open and adjourn by prayer and o

pralse of God.

17. A motion must be made by one member, seconded by"‘"'
another, and afterwards stated by the moderator, before it is de-"
bated. A motion shall be reduced to wrltlng by the mover. on

the demand of any one member. -
+ 18, All resolutions shall be submltted in wrltlng

: 19, A motion or resolution may be withrawn at any tlme be- -

fore a decission or amendment ky the conference. '~ = ‘-

*20. .Any motion or resolution containing more than one dis-
tinct proposition shall be devised, prov1ded the call for a lelSlon‘

be sustained by the majority,

21, When a member speaks: or oﬁ"ers a motlon he should rise.:
and respectfully ‘address the moderator, confine himself to the -
question under con51derat1on and av01d all peraonahty or unkind ..

<14 S
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o ‘»Vote

e excused by the moderator. -

ﬁve minutes at each time, - on any question without leave. of - thef
Sl moderator, which leave shall be granted without debate.’

o quest of the conférence. - .

R chairman to cal] the committee together, but after it was convened -, =
- the committe may elect its own chairman and secretary. . S
w27, Voting shall:be done by standing up when a vote is close, SRR
“i¢.or when it becomes necessary to count the afﬁrmatlve and nega-: .
Lo tlve, and in special cases by ballot."

3 ,y'or dlsrespectful language g

'22, When two or more members rise to speak at the same;_v

- "‘_tlme the moderator shall decide who is entitled to the floor; <o

3. While a member is speaking  no one shall ‘interupt -him |

'except to call him to order, ask leave to explain or make explana- -

" tion:; -The  one allowed to explain, shall confine himself ‘strictly =
. toan actual mlsunderstandmg of language Whlch may need ex-.
"planatlon

24, No membe1 shall speak more than tw1ce, or longer than. -

25. - All committees may be named by the. moderator, by re- .

‘26, - The member first “named of & committee: shall be lts' S

28, The moderator, in case of a t1e, may cast the demdmg;_; ’

-29.. | All members should vote on one sxde or the other, ulessi R

30.;" No motion, dlscussmn, or other busmess, shall be admlt-.: o

L ted while the vote is-being .taken.

o - moderator and the clerk

L "‘%7" 'ARTICLES OF FAITH

o, 408

p

81, .'The minutes of the conference shall be SIgned by the "
oW R. Stallard Lhau‘man R

1 We beheve that there is but one 11vmg, true and etemal‘ i

" God, ‘the Father of whom are all things from everlasting to everlas-. - ‘

" ting, glrrlous and 1mmutable in all Hls atnbutes =I. Cor. 8 6; Isa.' ni

2. We belxeve that there is one Lord Jesus Chr1st by whom: i

[‘ ,,are all things the only:begotten ‘Son of God; born of the: virgin Ma=- - =,
~ry; wholm' God freely sent into this world, because of . the g-eat love. . |

wherewith He loved the world; and Chnst as freely. gave :Himself
- sansom for all, tasting death for every man; who was burried and -
rose again the. third. day, and ascended into heaven, from whence -
we logk for Him the second time in the clouds of he.ven at the. last

' day-to.judge beth quick:and-dead —I.:Tim, 2 5-6 Heb. 2 9 St
o :]ohn 3 16 Rev o1:7; Acts 24 115;, I- John 2:2,:

“:We believe that there is one Holy Ghost the preclous glft of - .
the Father through His dear fon, unto the world ‘who- quxckeneth L

-and draweth sinners home. to God —St. ]ohw 16 - 8 Acts 2 4, Eph
Bl gph. 46

‘\
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-4, We believe thatui/n‘-'the beginning God made man upﬁght,~

and placed'him in a state of glery without the least mixturs of mis-

ery, .rom which he voluntarily by transgression, fell, and by that
means brought on hirself a miserable and ‘moral state.subject to
death,—~Gen. 2:17; 3:19. - - ‘

- 5. We believe that God 18 not willing that any. should perish,
but that all should come to repentance and the knowledge of truth,
that they might be saved; for  which end Christ hath:commanded

the gospel to be preached among all nations and to every creature. -

—Mark 16,15; Luke 24:47; John 8:15-17; 1. Tim, 24. :
"6, We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a

" Christ who died for him, but as the s-ripture has said, for denying

the Lord that bought them; because they believed not in the name
of the only begotten Son of God. Unbelief -therefore, -being  the
cause why the: just and 'righteous God:of heaven-will:condemn the
children’of men; it follows against all'argumernit'that:all:men-at.-one
time or another, are found in such ceasacity as that-through the grace
of God-they'may be eternally. saved.—Acts 17:30,-Mark 6,6; Heb.
3:10; I. John 5:1-1 . . ’ B

7. . We believe the whole scriptures are infallibly true, andthat
they are'the ‘only rules of:faith and practice —II. ‘Tim, 3:16-17.

8 We believe in the doctrine of General Provision mad: of -

God in Christ, for the benefit of al!' mankind, who repent and believe

the Gospel. —Luks 14:16-20, Matt. 28:10-2), Luke188-5; Acts 3:19; .

Mark:1:156, - - - . )
9. . We believe that sinners are drawn ‘to God, ‘the Fat"xeri‘l‘by
ost

| the Holy Ghost, through' Christ His Scn,’and that:the Holy C

offers ‘His divine aid-to all the human family;:so ‘as:they mightall

. be happy, would they give place to-His divine teachings; wherzas,

such who do not receive-the divine impressions-of His Ho}{ Spirit,
shall, at a future day, own their condemnation just, and charge
themselves with their-own damnation, for wilfully rejecting the of-

e —— e}

fers of sovereigni grace;—Matt. 11:27;'St, John6:45‘-65;-PsalxnstI:1; ,

Tit. 2;11-12; Jer. 22:29, v - R : o
* 10 ‘We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but
ungodly men, were of -old ordained to :condemnation, considered

such who turn the'grace of God into lasciviousness; denying theonly - =

Lord God and our Lor. Jesus Christ who bought them, - and -shere-

- . fore, shall bring upon-themselves swift destruction; but'we, observe

"~ that they, and such the Apostls:saith - because they receive not the
love of the truth, that they might be-saved therefore the'indigna-

tion and wrath of God is upon every soul of man that-doeth evil,
living and dying therein; for there is no respect of persons with God.
—Jude 1:4; II, Peter 2:1; II, Thess, 2:11-12; Rom., 2:9-11,

- 11 We believe that all children dying in infancy, - having not
actually transgressed against the law of God, in their.own persons,

. are onlysubject to'the first death. which was brought - on 1thgmiby

16 -
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i the fall of Lhe ﬁrst Adam and not. thau any of them dym ni that
. state, shall suffer pumshment in hell by the guilt of Adam’s sin, for
. “of sueh is the kin>dom of God ’-—I Cor, 15 :22;: Matt 18:2-5;

" Mark 9:36; Matt. 19:14,
o 12, We believe that ‘good works are the first fru1ts of a savmg
. fanth and that in the use of the means of grace, and not out of the
use of those means, eternal life is promised to men.—Rev., 22 :14-15;
- Tza, 1:10-20, Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34.35.
18, Webelieve that no man has any warrant -in the Holy
/ Seriptures for justification before God through his own works, power
or ability, which he has in-and of himself, only as he by grace is
made able to come to God through Jesus Chnst believing the right-
eousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to-all belxevers for their eter-
nal acéeptance with God.—Rom, 4:24, Acts 9:20-21. ' = =
: 14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the msdom of
" God, so that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come to pass
" apon all supposad conditions; yet not ashaving decreed any person
to everlastiag life ‘and the ungodly, who d1e in sm, unto death —
Heb, 28:31-46, '
' 15. We believe, as touching Gospel ordmances in- behevers ~.
baptlsm, laying on of hands, recemng the sacrament in bread and
* wine, washing the saints’ feet, anointing the. sick with oil in the
name of the Lord, fasting, prayer, singing praise to. God, and the
* . public ministry of the Word, with cvery institution of the Lord we
. shalt find in th: New Testament — Mark 16: 15-16; Acts 8: 17 Acts
. 19 6, Luke 22:19-20; John 13:5-17; Jas, 5: 14 '
’ 16 - We' believe "the Gospel mode of baptism is by lmmersmn,
- and that believers are the only subjects for baptism.—Matt, 3:16;
Mark 1:9-10; Acts 2:38-39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12, . .
T e behev: ina general ressirrection of the dead and a
final judgement at the last day —John 5:28-29; II. Cor. 5:10.
..o 18, We believe the happiness of the nghteous is eternal and
“the tom’ents of the wxcked are, endless —Matt 25 46,
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