


. PROCEEDINGS 
THURSDAY; SEPTEl\IIlER 8, 11:00 A l\I 

Introductory Sermon: Re,v. E. A. Reedy; lesson read:· He-brews 
·. 2nd chaptt>r; . prayer by Albert Dingus; text in. connection with 

lesson. Service. concluded: by Rev. W. R. Bise . 
. · Items of Ilusineiss-2:00 P. l\I. 

E. c: .Kisn, Clerk, having charge of same, read ··lesson, 2nd 
·chapter Luke Prayer by. Rev. w. E Rasnake . Clerk now. declares 

C • • • • • ·• • ' 

coriferenc. open for the· frarisaction of, such business as. may come: 
before· it. · 

The fi;st item of bus,ness was the nomination of a Moderator. . . .. 
Rev· W R.Bjse was elected Moderator and assumed the, duties of . 

. offi.c~ · by taking the. chair and proceeding 'with the election of a 
clerk· and . trrasurer.. E. C. Kiser. was re-elected clerk by ac.cla­
matiori. Carl .Sauls was re-elected treasurer by acclamation. It was 
voted by acclamation to give the Moderator power tu apP,oint all 

.· committees. · · 

Enrollment Of Delegates Present 
L. D. T. Silcox .. F '., P. Sutherl~nd Beatrice Kiser 
I. .S. Gilliam. S. A. Mrade C. H, · Meade 
Martha Meade 
Bessie ·.Rose 
G oorge · Browning 

. Vfrgie Swin'dall 

. Mary A. Rasnake 
,], C. lambert_ 

· Phci-ebe !Cser 
. Leota R,:iece, 

. : - '· .-.. Lee Hamby . . 

Rosie Meade 
N. F. ·vanover· 
J. a. Rose 

• Everette Potter 
Alola A. Ball 
Corbette• Dee} 
Flora Keith 
Welford Stanley 
Sanford · Swindall 

Hobert Powers 

~ed ·Bise 
· Ora' Grizzle· • 
Charlie Clower 
M. ·A. ·mse. 

Stella Deel·; 
0. A. Kiser 
Wanda Hawkins 

·Medford. Lane -
Gaines Vanover· . 

Enrollment Of l\Iinisters Present 
.E. A. Reedy 

,. w·. E. Rasnake 
·H; ·H. Ball 
W .· R: Bise 
C. W; Nol~s 
A. F. Hugb1os · 
.W . · M, · Gardner 
,Vernon Kiser·. 
T. M. Dotson 

.'\V;. R. Johnson· 

.E. M. Rose. J. ·c. Rasnake 
R. S. Ball M. P .. Bali 
H. M. Smith 

• Mack Gardner 
L. D. Mahan· 
.J. · .. W; D~ngus 
Aibert Dingus 
F_loyd Hill 
Earl G. Mullins 
Dock Kilgore, 
Ve-ster McKinney 

S .. P. Davis 
Luther Strouth 
D. L. Smith 

· .James King 
E. C. Kiser 
George . T. Mooney. 
B;. C. Lane 
Monroe· Hubbard 



~--" 

B. R. Powers 
S, M. McFall 

The following 

L, D. T. Silcox 

J. C. Rasnake 

Albert D:ngus 

' ....... · 

Visiting l\Iinistcrs 

J. W. Addington D. O. · Moore 
W. M. Elkins W. T. Large 

appointments were made by the Moderator: 

Pulpit Committee 
I. S. Gilliam ,....,- ·c. H. Meade 

Committee On Next Session 
J. w. Dingus u. s. G. Meade 

Business Committee 
E. A. Reedy S. P. Davis 

Appointed for Admonisher on Sunday School: Rev. J. W. Ad­
dington. 

Appointed to talk on Temperance, W. E. Rasnake. 
· This· Conference adjourned unt;l Fr.day, Sept. 9, at 9: 00 A. M. 

Preaching Thursday at. 3:30 P. M. by Rev. Albert Dingus. Les­
son, 1st Psalms; text, 1st Verse; prayer by E. A. Re-cdY. Preach­
ing Thursday, 7: 30 P. M. by Rev. W. E. Rasnalrn and Rev. J. C. 
Rasnake. Lc·sson r€ad, 14th Chapter St. John;· text, 21M Verse, 
18th Chapter 1st K;ngs. Prayer by R<o·v. E. A. Rzedy, 

FRIDAY, SEP'l' 0-1\IORNING SESSION 
Morning sess;on opened by Moderator; lesson, 24th Psalm. 

Prayer by A. F. Hughes. Moderator calls for Quarterly Meeting 
raports. 

Dickenson County Quarterly l\Iccting Reports 
To the 16th Annual Srnsion of the John Thomas Free Will Baptist 
Assoc:ation, which will convene with Puther Chapel Church from_ 
the 8th day to the 11th of Sept_ 1938: 

We, the Dickenson County Quarterly Meeting, met with the 
Clinchview Church on Friday before the 4th Sunday in July, 1938, 
and appo:nted the folio-wing delegat:s to represent us in this As­
sociation. 

,CLlNCHVIEW CHURCH·: Mary A, Rasnake, E. R, Rasnake-, J. 
F. Stevens, Jake vV.lson, Bertha Rasnake, Bertha Ste-yens. 

CLINCHCO CHURCH: Fletcher Farmer, Mrs.Fletcher Farmer_ 
Kalley Sloan, Glad:y:s Holbrook, A. c. Johnson. 

PUTHER CHAPEL CHURCH: Corbette Deel, Mrs. Corbette 
Deel, Charlie~ Lambert, Mrs M. A Bise, Ted Bise, Mrs E C.Kiser. 

VALLEY VIEW .CHURc°H: B .• 1\-1. Lane, Wanda ·Ha;vkins, FJora 
Keith, Leota Reece. 
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FLEMINGTOWN CHURCH: Carl Mullins., Henry Wright. 
MIDDLE BRANCH CHURCH: Thurman Silcox,, · Parmer Suth-

ei:Iand. 
HONE~ CAMP CHURCH: Clyde Rose, Jas. W. Rose. 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH: N F. Vanover, Ethel Vanover. 
RUGBY CHURCH: Trigg Smith, Georgie Smith. · 
PINE GROVE CHURCH: Orlena Hamilton, Orbin Kiser, Emll].et 

Hamilton. 
RACHEL CHAPEL: Earl F. Dotson, I. S. Gilliam. 
LICK FORK CHURCH: George Browning, Welford Stanley_ 
CHARLIE CHAPEL CHURCH: Medford Lane•. 

Our standing is as follows, to-wit: 20 churches with a member­
ship of 1000: Value of church property, $9,500; 25 ordained min­
isters. Done and signed by order of the ~uarterly Meeting. 

E. A. REEDY, Moderator 
N. H. STANLEY, Clerk, 

To the Yearly Meeting with Peuther Chap2l. Church, Sept_ 8-11, 
1938, from the Letcher County Quarterly Meeting, Greetings: 

We have nino churches w.tll a membersh;p of 550;-i,wenty-five 
ordained ministers and 10 licentiates; value, of church property, 
$1,500, 

\Ve have chosEn to ~-cpresent us as delegate~ from· each church: 
Allegheny, Lawrence Childers ·and Alva Ch.lders. Dorton, Arch­

ie Baldwin, J\fandy McPeek and W. M. Elkins; Potter's Fork, Jun­
ior Flannery, Boone Phipps and 'Ni!Le Pendlet.on; McRoberts, Ho­
bart Powers, \V. M. Gardner and James King; Sergeant,_ Anna 
Fields, Betty Yields and Elisha Holbrook; Marshall Branch, San­
ford Sw.ndall, Virgie Swindall and .Johnn:e StoffE·r; Dunham, Ber­
nard Caldwell and Alley Irwin; Payne Gap, George Ste-wart, Eve­
rett Potier, ·He.nry .Jenkins and J\lyrt,e Stewart;· Burdine, \V. M. 
Clark, Lee Hamby, Charlie Clower and Sam Privitt. 

Our next quarterly meeting is 'with Dorton 
·Friday before tlie 4th Sunday in November. 
the ,next year~y meeting. 

church, beginni,ng 
Payne Gap re-quests 

MONROE_ HUBBARD, Moderator 
LUTHER STROUTH, Clerk. 

, By move and second; reports froni both quarterly meetings were 
accepted and passed as good. · 

The Moderntor cal~e.d for .repor,s from other associations and 
rece,ved verbal reports from Southwest Virginia Association by· J. 
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, W. Addington, N. H. Stanley, H. M. Smith, E. J. - Kilgore and B. 
• R. Powers. Moved and seconded received reports as good. 

Conference adjourned until 2: 3 O P. M. Preaching at 11 o'clock 
by R. s. Ball and A. F. Hughes. Lesson 50th Psalm; text, 1st 
Verse .. Prayer by E. J. Kilgore. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Conference opened by Moderator. Lesson read, 21st Chapter 

Revelations; prayer by- .Aloia A_ Ball. 
It was moved and srconded by the .Confe-rence that E. C. Kiser, 

Clerk, should have the right in mak:ng off the manuscript. to cor­
rect all mistakes and_ to arrange all material in the best form pos­
sible. 

The Moderator appointed delrga 1ns as follows, E.A.Reedy, Mon 
roe Hubbard, E. M. Rose, C. C. Lambert and Carl Sauls to meet 
at the home of E. J. Kilgore on the 4th Sunday in Se,pt., 1938, at 
2:00 P. M., to organize a new association. · 

Appointment by Ordaining Council 

Dickenson County Quarterly Meeting. A F. Hughes, Chairman, 
' M. P. Ball, W. R. Bise. . . • 

Letcher County Quarterly' Meeting Meeting: Albert Dingus, 
_Chairman, Luther Strouth,' C. W. Ison. "~ 

,~--- Moderator appoints Corresponding Messengers: I. S. Gillia-m, 
1}U1iam, Corbeit.te Deel and Ted Bise to Sandy Valley Association 
at Effices Church, Russell County, on Pine Creek near Raven. 

N. H. Stanley, Ted Bise•, E. M. Rose to Southwest Virginia As­
sociatio·n at Hoover's Chapel, Lee County. 

A. F. Hughes, N. 'EI Stanley; J W Dingus to Cl'nch Valley As-
sociation. • .. --,. • · · 

This Confe-rence adjourned until 9: 30 Saturday. 
!. I;'reaching Friday at 3:30 by B, R. Powers; lesson 11 th chapler·: 

1st Corinthians; text." Co-operation"; prayer by E. A. Reedy. 
Preaching Friday night 7: 30 by Rrv ·. Monroe Hubbard and Rev. 

D. D. Moore. Lesson read, 10th Ch'apte'r' St. John; text, Jeremiah, 
12th Chapter, 9th Verse. Prayer. by Mack Gardner and Mrs. L. 
Trammel. 

SATURDAY, .SEPT. 10-1\IORNING SESSION, 0 O'CI.OCI{ 
Conference opened by Moderator. Lesson -read, 1st Chapter St •. 

John; prayer by Rv. J. W. Addington. 
l\Iinistcrs Conference 

The Letcher County ministers met. on Saturday before the 4th . 
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Sunday in Aug;, 1938, at 4 o'clock; and organized·,by electing Rev, 
Monroe Hubbard; Moderator; Rev, ·Luther. Strouth, -Cle_rk .. 

Ministers present: 
Monroe Hubbard 
G:fford Ray 
Riley Caldwell 
Mack• Gardner 
C. W. Noles 

C. W, Ison· 
Leonard .. Powers 
Porter Brewer · 
H. H. Blackburn 
Duncan,· Powers 
Charlie· Houston 

Albert Dingus 
·L. D. Mahan 
Sam Webb 
James King· 
w:·K. King 
· l\Iinisters Absent 

James .Wright 
Marion~ Str'unk 
Dock Kilgore 
Richard Lee 
F .. R. Trusley 
W, ,M. Blanton 
M. F; Ruse 

W. M. Elkins 
J. P .::Banks 
W, M; Gardner 
Clyde. Flannery 
Luther Strouth 

Basil .Spencer· 
Erse! · McPeek · 

Ed ,Oaks 
Jimmie Collier · 
Hobert Spriggs 
Worley Baldw,in 

Ministers' charact'.lrs passed as good to doctrine and··walks. · 

MONROE HUBBARD, Moderator 
LUTHER STROUTH, 'Clerk. 

Dickenson, County ministers. met on Saturday before- · the: ·4th 
Sunday in July, 1938, at Clinchview Church• and organided by · 
electing Rev. E. A. Reedy Moderator, and N. H, Stanley, Clerk, 

E. A. Reedy 
E. C. Kiser 

. H. H'. Ball 

W.R. Bise 
... , E. M. Ros·e 

Thurston Meade 
Casper Lane 
Troy Robinson 
Charlie John.son 
s. P. Davis 

l\Iinisters Present 
J. C. Rasnake 

Martin Ball 
\V. E , · Rasnake 

l\Iinisters 'Absent 

Henry Sm.th 
Dan Smith 

W. R .. Johnson 
George Mooney 
Trigg Dotson 

' V ernon Kiser :. 
Emory Vanover , 

: Floyd Hill 
R. S. Ball 

Dan Hawkins 
Floyd Cantrell 

w. T. Bise 
Y.ester McKinney 
Earl Mullins 

A. F. Hughes. 

Characters of ministers passed good as to fellowship 'and doc­
trine, There being no further business · before this Conference, by 
move and second this conference stands adjourned until Saturday 
before the 4th Sunday in July; 1939, 

E. A. REEDY, Moderator 
N. H. STANLEY, Clerk. 
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----------------- ---- ---

This Conference adjourned until 2 :30 P: M. Preaching at 11 · 
o'clock, E. M. Rose, S .. M,. McFall. Lesson, 1st chapter St. John; 
text, 4th verse. Lesson read. Prayer · by request of Sist•er Mary 
Powers in behalf of _Sister Alvin:Rose. · · 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION-2:30,P.l\I. 

Conference opened by Moderator;· Lesson 
2nd Peter. Prayer by M. P. Ball. 

read, 2nd --------- Chapter,· 

- Report of Business Committee 

We, the Business Committee, ask that •each member of the John 
Thomas Free-Will Baptist Association donate 50 cents each per. 
year to each church treasur-er, to be kept separate and apart from 

· regular treasury funds, 1 and be turned over to -yearly treasurer to 
be used as an emergency fund. By move and· second this reso'lu'tion1 
was passed as good by the body.to be given as a free~will offering. 
Moderator. appoints committee to see after th's yearly fund, as fol- _ 
lows: Charlie Clower, G. B. ;Lambert, S. L. Dyer, Rush Meade and. 
;R:. J. Mullins. 

With a move and second, it was passed that. each Quart-erly, Meet 
ing send to the yearly meeting $2.00 per church for yearly meet­
ing funds. The Cl-erk was given power to draw on this fund to pay 
for minutes, and the balance of this fund to be used foi: emergen­
cy funds .. 

Number of minutes to be printed, 1300 
1,000 for Dickenson County_ Quart-~rly Meeting 

300 for· Letcher County Quarterly Meeting. 

Report on Sunday Schools 

Pearl Bise, general superintendent of East-ern District, re-ports 
of Sunday Schools as follows: - , 

Clinchco Sunday School, A. C; Johnson, Supt., average attend­
ance, 150. 

Puther Chapel Sunday School; J. C Rose, Supt., average att~11d-
• . ....... « 

•an.ce, 50. .._ •· 
Nora Sunday School, Mr.s. Binns; Supt., average attendance, 40. 
A. Q_. Ramey, general'3;11upe,rintendent · of Sunday Schools in 

W•estern District, failed ·to .. report. 
We, the Executive . Committee, make a suggestion -to pay. yearly· 

clerk $10.00 for his services out of- Quarterly Funds. 
U. S. G. MEADE, Moderator 
R. J. Mullins, Carl ·Sauls, 
W. C. Lambert 

By a move and second this suggestion was. passed as good: 
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Committee On . N ex:t Session 
We, the committee, do. agree that. the John Thomas· Free Will 

Baptist Association . will, hold its 17th Annual Session at Payne 
Gap, Ky. Business Committee adjourned until Thursday before 2nd 
Sunday in Sept,eniber, 1939, 

J. C, RASNAKE, Chairman 
J .. W. Dingus, U. S. G. Meade. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

The Ministers' Coriferen'ce wa·s . continued as -organized in · the 
morning session. J. c. Rasnake was appo:nted by the Moderator to 
serve as e,vangelist in Dickenson County Quar-terly bounds for the 
ensuing year. No evangelist was-appointed for Letcher County. 

Ministers' Conference adjourned until Saturday before the sec­
ond Sunday in Sept,ember, 1939. 

Preaching Saturday at 3: 30 · by B, C. Lane. Lesson read, 13th 
Chapter St. John, Text, .The Seed Sower. Prayer by Earl Mullins. ' 
Preaching Sunday at. 11 o'clock by E. A. Reedy and Albert Dingus. 

0

Lesson read, 1st Chapter Hebrews Text, lesson read. 
Pray'er by W. W. Hillman. • -

Rev. W. R. Bise, Moderator 
E. C. Kis•er, ·clerk. · 

l\lINISTERS• REJ>ORTS 

· \\'EBB SAl\1:--Preached 200 sermons, witl\essed 25 conversions, 
baptised 12, held 12 prayer se:X-vices, iµarried one couple, attended 

' one memorial, organized one church, receive·d in the church 20 
mem):lers, donated $10,00, received nothing, Miles travel-ed, 800, 
churches pastored 2, -Member -of Sergeant church .. 

J. ,v. DINGUS; Jenkins, I{y.-1 , have , preached 20 Jl0l'IllOns, 
about 25 prayer services in homes, witnessed 58 conversions, bap-

- Used 1, traveled about 480 miles. Brethren, · pray f~r me that I 
stay down at the foot of the Cross and endure hardness as a good 

· so~dier. 
H. H. BALL, DavenpoJ't, Va.-P.reached 3J.: sermons, witnessed 

s:weral conversions, helped i~ 2 reviyals, helped baptse 14, travel­
ed about: 800 miles, spent $13 traveling expenses, re~eived nothing,' 

·B. C. LANE-Churches pastored,_ 2;,,_sermons preached, 175; 
.worked in 5 revivals, witne-ssed 150 conversions, attended 50 bur-_ 
ials, held 10 wem·orials, held 7 5 pray,er services in homes, organ­
ized one cl:wrch, organized 2 Sunday Schools, baptised 175, donat­
ed $20.00, received from Free Will Baptist churches; $10.00. Total 
amount received, $10.00, 
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GILFORD RAY, Dorton, l{y~-Preached 5 sermons, witnessed 6 
·conversions,- held 12 prayer ·services in homes; traveled 49 miles. 

L ;· P. POWERS, l\IcRob,erts, I{y. -Preached 5 2 sermons, workf­
ed in 2 revivals, witnessed 41 conversions, held several prayer ser­
vices in homes, added ;6 members to church, baptised 9, traveled 
350 miles · . -

D. A. POWERS, Payne Gap, l{y . ...:...Preached-21-·sermons, held· . 
. one revival, witnessed is conv•ersions, attended -4 burials, held- 2 

memorials, held 1 7 prayer services in homes, assisted in organiz­
ing _one chu-;ch, added 3 members to church. 

L. D .. l\IAHAN, Jenkins, l{y.-Pastored·_one church, worked.in 
2 revivals, witnessed-24 co -nversions, held 14 prayer·, services in 
homes, added 16 members to church, organized one ·Sundat·School, 
preached 86 sermons, traveled 900 ·miles ... 

l\IONROE HUBBAR-D-Pastored one church, preached about 65 
sermons,. held one revival, witnessed 45 conversions, .attended 6 
burials, held_,·4, memorials,.-added 35 members to church, married 
15 couples, traveled 2000 miles. 

R. s. BALL, Davenport, Va.-1 am· near seventy -years old· and 
broke down;- and_ retired-from church work. I have pre-ached about 
20· sermons, attended 3 burials· services and 2 memorials, went to 
2 quarterly meetings, tra_velediabout 30.0 miles, traveling expenses­
about $3 00, and received in Jittle gifts- about $2.00.' You all pray 
God that He .may straighte•n· me that I, may be able 'to do·. · more. 
Your .brother in Christ, R. s. BALL. _:,, . . . . . 

l\L ·p. BALL; Davenport, Va.-Pastored one cJ:iu·rch, .preached;' 
54 sermons, helped· in.~ revivals, .witnessed several conversion,s,i 
attended 6 burial services, h·elped to baptise 13, and· added 29 mem 
bers·:to the church, traveled a.bout. 800 m.les, spent_ $13:00, receiv­
ed nothing. Your brother in Christ, M. P. Ball. 

,ALBERT DINGUS, Burdin:e, I{y.-Pastored. 3 ·churches;. sermons 
preached about 7 5, baptized"' 20, received 15 into fello\vship of the 
church, attended 14 burial services, attended 4 memorial services, 
Witnessed about 50 conv(lrSions. 

D. L. Sl\IITH, R:t. 2, Box GO, Coeburn, Va.-Have·helped in 3 
revivals, preached 61 sermons;. attended 12 burials, held 4 memo­
rials and prayer services, witnessed 36 conversions, added 30 mem 
bers to the church, baptised 3(. married ·3 couples, received ·no do­
nations. Brethren; pray for me that I may do more of the good 
·work; 

IUNG;.,v. l{,. l\IcRoberts, l{y.-Dear Bretllren: I will not.get.to 
attend the meeting. this year,: but I will send you 'an my- love and • 
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best wishes. Brothers, pray for me as a laborer in the Vineyard of 
the Lord, .that I_-may do.a greater work for._God in the, next year·.· 
!han I hav'e in the past. 

RA:SNAI{E, ,v. E., Council, Va . ..,-I have preached· 54 sermons, 
helped .in 2 revivals, witnessed several conversions, .attend·ed 5 
burials, helped to baptise 14, have traveled near 400 miles, receiv­
nothing from . the-churches. -~ .... 

STROUTH, LUTHER---Pastored 1 church, prea<;_hed· 82 Mrmons, 
witnessed 7 ~onve.rsions, attended 4 burials, trav~•led 3 00 miles-. 
Brethren, pray for me that I may ever continue, faithful. Read 
Ezekial, 18th chapter, 24th.ye,rse •. 

SPRIGGS, HOBART-S-ermons prrnched, 5 5; conversions wit­
nessed, 1; bu.'rials- attended; 7; p~ayer services in_ homes, 46, mem­

. bers added to church, 2. _r desire tlie. prayers of all Christians that 
I may be found -in the Lord at death. · 

Si\UTH, HENRY, Ilt. 2, Box 5!>, Coeburn,'Ya.~Churches pastor­
ed, 4; sermons preached, 193, ·revivals held, 8;. conversions wit­
nessed, 65, burials, 15, ·memorials 8, baptised 53, rece,ived into the 
church,. 60, donations received, $75.00. 

_ _ GARDNER, l\IAGI{-I have preached 20 .sermons, attended sev-· 
erai prayer meetings, witnessed. 6 8 conversions, helped in 2 re­
vivals, baptised 5; married 5 couples, traveled 50 miles, and have 
,given to church and s{ind~y School:) am 75 years old and have­
only received about $9.00 from donations. Pray for ,me that I may 
1do more for the Lord, for He has done so much for me .. A mmber 
of the Free-:Will Baptist Church, McRoberts, Ky. 

RASNAI{E, J. c., Oouncil;. Va.-I have· pastored one church; 
preached 15 4 ·sermons,·· held 6 revivals, witnessed 6 9 conversions, 
received 22 members into the church, baptised 30, preached 12 

· funerals, helped in 6 memorials, travele-d 13 7 0 miles, paid' for trav 
eling expenses, $14.20; received as donatio'ns, $144_65. ;Pray''· for· 
me that I may be more successful. in the· work : than I have, ever 
been before. 

DOTSON, T. 1\I.-I have preached 100 sermons, helped in 6 re-
-vivals, witnessed 73 conversions, baptized 13 candidates; pastored 
,2 churches, conducted 2 burial servi~es, helped in 10 ~emorials·, 
married 2 couples . 

. IHSER, VER~ON-Churches pastored, 1; assisted in 3 conver-:­
s.ons, witnessed· 45, baptised and assisted in 22, assisted in 8 me~ 
mo'rials, _ held .4 funeral· services, held .3 5 prayer services in homes .. 



r 
Donations-from Rugby church, $15,00; from _Pine, Grove church, 
$11,20, 

C, \V, ISON, Burdine, l{y.-Preached 112 sermons, preached in 
7 memorials, witnessed 30 conversions, received into fellowship of 
the church, 26, helped in· 2 revivals,. attended 3 burials services, 
b_aptised 5, married 3 couples, moderator of 2 quarterly mee.tings, 
laid hand on 3 ministers, pastored 4 churches, traveled 1,020 
m;iles, preached 7 fune.rals. -~· .~ 

·GARDNER, .W~ M., Neon; l{y.:..__I ha;~ preached· 126 sermons, 
witnessed 88 .conversions, held 22 prayer meetings in homes, help­
ed· an_d held 3 revivals, conducted ,9 burial services, organized one 
Sunday School, baptised 14 candidates, married 6 couples. Have 
received no donations and have given to church and Sunday School. 
Pray for me as an evangelist. Traveled 300 miles, 

· Left From Last Year 
. DOCU: JULGORE, . Haysi, Va.-Pastored 1 church," preached 7 5 
sermons, witnessed 10 conversions, attended 5 burials, held 10 me­
morials, added 2 members to church, marr.ed 2 couples, traveled 
500 miles. 

E. A. REE.DY-Pastored 3 churches preached 120 sermons, wit­
nessed 30 conversions, attended 13 burials, held 10 memorials, ad­
ded 16 members to church, married 2 couples, trave,led 800 miles. 
Received from Free Will Baptist church members as donation, $2. 

~IONROE Hi(JBBARD,- Jenkins, l{y,-Have traveled 3334 miles,, 
and by the help of the Lord I have, preached' 84 sermons, preached 
13 funerals, 10 memorial services, baptised 7, married 11 couples, 
paid out for travel, $176.7( 

OBITUARIES 
SHIRLEY RUTH BENTLEY 

Shirley Ruth Bentley was .born April 14, 1937, die_d Aug, 6,1938; ,. 
at the age of 1 year, 3 months and 23 days, l~aving a father and 
mother and two sisters to mourn her loss: Our loss is heaven's. 
gain. She is gone but not forgotten, The Lord gives _and the Lord 
taketh away, Blessed be the name of the Lord. She was the daugh-
ter of Bro, •James Bentley,-Written by .Bro. Bill Gardner, · 

J .. D. BREWER 
Our dearly beloved brother, J. D. Brewer, was born Nov. !4, 

1865/ and died Feb, 14, 1938, making him 73 year,. 3 months al!,d 
2_- days old, He leave,s two sons and daughters and many friends .to 
mourn his absence.. We sorrow much that h e is gone from our 
midst, but our loss is heaven's gain, May, God help his children ·to 
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look back a~ their father's life that it may be a light to guide them 
across the River of Death where the circle will not be -broken, for 
his last words were, "I am going home. 

· Written _by Bill Gardner, Neon,, Ky: 

BALLARD l\fASSE,Y 
Ballard Massey was born Nov. 21, 1919. He was ta.ken sick· on 

March 12, 1938, and passed from this life April 9, 1938. He leaves 
a loving. father and mother, two s·sters and 4 brothe-rs to mourn 
his loss. But their lo~s is heaven's gain. ·He has gone where sick­
ness and sorrow never cpmes. He confessed his Savior to Brother 
Strouth and shouted His praises, and declared that Jesus·had sav~ 
ed him, and that he was not ashamed o:I h:s Savi.or. While1 his fath 
er was praying by his bedside while he thought death approaching, 
with his pale, white hand on his breast, he spoke and said· "Look· 
up yonder, papa, I se-_e .the queen." 

_Written by R. E. Perry. 

l\IINNiE STROUTH 
It was requested of me by her husband,. Bro .. Luther Strouth, 

that r write this obituary of Sister Minnie She was thirty-two 
years old when she departed this life June 24, 1938. She'is· surviv­
ed by her devoted husband, little daughter and a host of relatives 
and friends. 

Sister Minnie has been in my home so many times, and a day or 
two befo're she died she came. to my house and from · ·what she 
told me I don't think her parting-this life should be grievous. Al­
though we know she is· missed by so many I believe she wanited to 
go. She told me she didn't ge,t mad at what people said about her 
any more. She could laugh about it. She; told me she wished .she 
could die and get out of her troubi~s. it it wasn't. for le,~ving her 
little daughter. Her· deceased mother came to her in a dream a 
few months before she died, put her ;rms around. her neck and 
told her she would be back aft.er her soon . 

•· If mother was the death angel tliat carried her across 
That cold, icy river of death, to meet with _her Savior, 

How happy they'll be, those three, 
In the land of the blest! 

Written by Octavia H. Fleming./ 

l\IRS l\IOLLIE V. GARDNER -
Mrs. Mollie V. Gard~er, the beloved wife of Brother. Bill Gard­

ner, was born Sept. 4, 1892, in Lee County, Va., and died Dec. 26, 
1937 in Louisville,· Ky She was the mother' of ten children, three 

_dead• and seven living. 
0

Her children, husband and- many fri•mds 
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mourn her loss Her last words were. to not wo~ry about her,· just 
to' pray a while

0 

lon·ger. May her prayers and 'life be· a iight to her , 
· friends and children. Her time on earth was forty-five years, three 
months aJ;td. twenty~two dayS: She was a wonderful mother ancr 
wife. 

· .Written bYi Bro~·W. M. Gardner, McRoberts, Ky. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF·A ·CHURCH 

1. When any. number of believers de.sire to· be organized into a 
Free Will Baptist church, they are examined by orie or. mor·e:regu: 
lar Free Will Baptist ministers in reference to their Christian · 
character, doctrine and ability to sustain' a church. I{ the examin­
ation is satisfactory the applicants are organized into the church 
as follows: The Bible ·is presented as . the only rule of· faith and 
practice. The Church Covenant. shall be adopted. A prayer of con­
secration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. Then officers 
are. elected.· 

2. There shall be. male. members enough to fill the public offices 
in the church, in order. that a regular discipl:ne may be,. kept· up .. 

3.Afte'r being thus constituted they shall be at liberty, .out ·_of 
the number. of regularly ordained ministers, to choose a pastor who 
sha:11 preside over them. 

CHURCH COVENANT! 
... ,.,.,., : 

Having been brought, as we be!i('ve, bY the, divine grace to ac-
cept the Lord Jesus Chri~t as our Savior and. Preserver, w;e do' 
now solemnly and joyfully covenant and. agree.; by God's h.elp,. to 
walk together in brotherly love. 

We, therefore, enter into covenant as members of this church 
and as Christians1 that we, win watch over each othe_r in love, .shar-
1ng together rach other's joys and sorrows; that we will not for:.. .. 
sake the assembling of ourselves ·together; nor omit the great ,duty 
of praye\l' for ourselves and others; that by divine· assistan:de ~ we 
will endeavor fo bring up those under our care in the nurture and' 
admonition of the Lord; that in all things ·~e wiH strive. to ex'em­
p!ify our profession by a . correspondi~g practice, to abstain from 

. all sinfu~ conformity i:.3 the word, to be just in our dealings, faith­
ful in our engagements, "ari'd ~ex~mplary 

0

ill all our deportment; tha:t 
-we, :will abstain from the. sale. and use of intoxicating liquors as a 
beverage; that .. we will _sustain the worship,. ordinanc2s, discipline, 
-and' do'ctrine of, the church; that we .. will conthbute, cheerfully, ,a:c- ' 
cording to our ability, to .th.e supporLof.:.th~ mjnistry,, the: expenses. 
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oVthe: church;·, ther relief of .the :p.oor. and' th~ :generalr sp·readiof: rthii,, 
Gospe-t:·;n:!, •:·P _:_-'.1:;-: ·;::,1:c!i11--J;.-: ~-,~ ~; \,·: - >:;! ~f,1;:,-1-:.,·( ::i ·J~!e:r.,; ·r;"~ 

In keepingdhis· ;solemn·:Covenant;imayLwe:reverJ·enjoy ~the> ,bless-! 
irtgs:cand presence of Jthe. ,Great,:Headr.of1the1Church.-, .. ",_:<.'.)'.!-l'.I': ,H 

. '. ., ·1 . . I 
;,,'.c:-:ui :,llrt•u::·,1,,n~miiT1Na•s: 0F.t'Tnif•ciiunc11'':,, ,i:r, 1:n ,1r ::· 

r;fr-;1.r::it 7~!f;)fff!.; onLql··hi,i) 1:Jq;l'f\~ !1fI1;1;u1fl' JJ/"J.; ,;_. 1''(r!!T:rn ~-:!1·~•·,_r1 ir'.~ 

Each church · meets··as often as practicable for the puo1fc0wbr11 

shfpJ6f 1GQdf·)~:r.;·ua~r Jr;~:·n··7·~ ·i;U 'YiJ~rr ~!;;-;'._,•(~~'.,··---·:•:L~f::HU{;
1
-) •;;·}!ir,:1:.r,!. 

The time~ o'f• c~lebratfnif tlie'i:Lora's"Supper-,1S,vaslilrig' feet,' riil'd of 
liusirless"meetlrtgs j are I arranged 'by•1 ei{cJ{'1dbar1chui'cli'f.o-siiit:"' its 
own c6nveni'e11ce/l o,J .-u,m :ir; i:un~t 1hm: f!(Jf!IJ ·";G1Qillifl1 frrni.r.lno 
o lEach "chu'rdh 'tis' freqb.lredr; to•: observe. : tlie. ~rilinances: ".F<><;it' ~ash) 
in'gf.followsrltl'i:e'Lord1i:ifSupper;::·, •,i[: ·:·,,~!• ot .f,·:.1 !, (.'!If o ,,: .. ·:,r 
-! Conference' iorrllushi'ess'1melitlngs' 'are ropeiied1 and 1 closed C\vlih'siilt,\:' 

a'bfo<'devdtfonal ex;;rcjses!iTbe'ip'asfor acts"!as1ftnoderator'of'lthe bus.:: 
iness''meetingsCof-1:he clhurcili! Iii' 1the1 'absence fcif"')theipasi:or;,the" 
church! may'!meetl~h'en.Dnecessaryc 'ano. :at lend Jto' :ordlharycblli:liriess; rr 

• but no member ls e~?!l1d?,d1ip.,~!li~0 a~_f\1~~8.:::?:V,~~ pastor. 

w1:i<·qjo·;o ,il',·H'. OFFICERS AND Tl:(Efil'DUTIES·[·;i rrn,v><r ·,:-,'. •, 

'f'Theqofflce~loFa?cliurch; ar~' i :Boarih~fhu'st'e'ed,"'1Cl~;k ·rr~d~'.:' 
.. ~- fn'"··,,....,.,, r,,- .• •1--11'rf,r·:·~ I),-,~ tfrt>r;,).•.-<>•\ r1-~.•;•rp•1 -~r-1;··.-1·.,r,:1ti~b': 

urer,• eaccns and' H~~c9~~s~~s1 "Fi~!~~? .,9,<>~Tl,tf,)e:: ,ii~,d 'J>~~.~~~\ ~ :, 
Iloar<l of Trnstees,...;...The duty'of'the "trustees ·shall· be to hold 

UlJe;tt6 all'1 p~opert?, either' in r fee· ~r g'ifl,: 'a~d to'm'a{ntaiii11h(i1i;-hts 
to j same/to' convey 1said i prope~ty r (hr' the'. 'ii'iscret.Ioii.; 'of 1fo~r.:.iifth'l 
majority'1'ofi 1thcises pres~n£~( a' ~[/g'ui'ii.'r1 'iiua'.rteri'y tri'J1~tini/ rbe'iiitf 'ii.'j{ 
nou'nceii p:h 's'alil 'ch1ir~fr-'thre'e"mhritli's 'Ilrfor' .tti saici 'ineetin~! · 1 1

' '· ·' • ·' 

-'.'c'icrk~i:ds;tli1e' dfity'l of''th~i'~lerk 'tci'kJ~p 111'1cii~rhh 0

bo'ok) an'cf i'n 1 

i£lr~-corl
1

the 1ciii.i'rch Co~en!in."t::iii'e 1hamc'~'\,r' th'e, m~'ix{bert'hnd iii: 
. tiie'-p:roceea.lng'ir'"6'fiil.e cli ii}cii"; ·1·t{ fii~'] ex'eicise: of' 1t;?a.is;;[pffhe '· 'a'ua.' 

:maria'ge-meii't.1 of'itli'tempoHif?affhirs?''.Hetfalii'cFsrgns:)ai1hiKe [j''i\;h~f[fl 
ari'd'"-'oiiiEiV Corilrn'unicaf!ortitinaci'e :by'"atitho~t'ty' i>f'\lie 1rchu~chlii :~ il' ' 

· , Tr·c~siiilcr.-0 .The ·1tr~as'ii~er'1 siia1i' 1be' enfi~'it.Jit"w'1tfl @f 'tuti~~ n r, hr) 
th~' cniirc'ii;J a·~d ( ii 'shall 1b~1 lit~ 1 du"t'yj to' 'ireJp'I a?fgilifrr 1J~c3br!P [l 'of 1 

all (he money receiV!J!\,',~P.d7;~!Jill<,Wr_QJ!l.J,tHJ.d.cm~ke a report of the · 
same annually to the church, or oftener if necessary, which funds 
sb'aff!I.Je drawJ:i1con the'trea'surer: oitlyl\lyjthk"6f'der of 1iie'cliurbli'} 
. r!nelicoris..!i!.Th'e-'ldeaconsCa~e-'1 electe'd' J f6r lllfe'•'orlrdtiriri'g'1goodf i be~: 

. hiivJor.r1 Th\W1·slioiirn noe LmE1J::distingu1siie11 J a~oifgW'tnerr.ifibrethreii: 
fiir•fplefyran'd'1o€rievoleiicediBefo-re1:ente'ring9 Uporrftlie fftitle!:lfofl't:helr' 
dffic'e lneyflare ordere'd bi'ftlie"bastor- o·r,otfiei'Creguli\.rl mihisfor/ orJ: 
d:iuition)bonsistingt•df '-'ch'arge,U1a:ylng 1 onl of' •1iiiiids and 1prayet; !1Hil' 
~---,c '"-,; = '-~-=- ,. :: ~ ::::..,-~: --~~· :.__ C. ·- "-:- :-1'.~~ft"~ctlie ·ubuhty< 

-13:::::..!.t-



of the church among its needy members, to visit the sick, to assist 
_the pastor in promoting order in attendance upon the church, and 
to conduct .religious meetings in the absence of the pastor. 

Dc.1conesscs--They assist the deacons and the· Finance Commit­
tee in visiting the sick•, in collecting funds and distributing among 
the needy members, and enforcing proper discipline among female 
members. 

Finance Committee--These h_ave the general management of the 
finances of· the church, subject to the church's control 

Pastor-Each chur~h ·elects its own pastor out of 
0

the regularly 
ordained ministers, upon such terms as may, be agreed upon be­
tween the· parties themselves. It is the pastor's duty faithfully to 
preach the ,vord, to hav~ the general superintendence of the 
church; to be himself an example to the flock; to .visit the mem­
bers, espec'ally the sick, as he has the, opportunity, and to do all 
within his power to promote the relig;ous interest of the church 
wh_ich he serves, and to advance the cause of Christ among men. 

RECEPTION OF l\IEI\IBERS 
Any person who giv.es evidrnce of a change of he~rt, professes 

faith in the Lord. Jesus Christ, and has been immersed by a proper 
administrator, church covenant read, explained and accepted, is 
received to membership by a vote of the church, 

.From other churches immers·d p2rsons are received by letter, 
No one against whom any valid object:on is made is received to 
membership. ,vhen any member objrcts to the reception of an ap­
plicant, the matter is deferr·ed until the church can ascertain the·• 
nature of the objection. If, in the opin:on-of the church, the objec­
tion is not a valid one, the applicant may be received, Excludied 
members are received again ·only when they confess th_eir errors 
and give evidence of repentance. Persons excluded from other 
churches are not received, unless it be made evident that they were 
excluded upon unjustifiable grounds. The hand of fellowship is ex­
.tended to all who are received into the membership of the church, , 

DISI\IISSION OF l\IEl\IDERS' 

Only members in good standing· are dismissed from the church, 
and these for no other reason than to unite with some other church, 
Such members receive letters _of honorable dismission and commen­
dation, but are under the watch-care of the same _church until they 
arc received into son1e other. A withdrawal without such· letter of 
commendation is equivalent to excommunication, and treated. as 
such, by the_ church .. 

-14-



ORGANIZATION OF A QUARTERLY MEETING 
Two or more churches wishing to organize a Quarterly Meeting, 

shall appoint three delegates for that purpose and request of an. 
adjoining Quarterly Meeting a council of not ,less than five mem­
bers and one ordained minister which will meet with the delegates 
and proceed. 

.1. To examine the delegates respecting 
and doctrines of their respective churches, 
an organization as desired. · 

the Christian character 
and the reason for_ such 

2. The right hand of. fellowshjP and consecrating prayer, 
3. The election of a moderator, clerk and treasurer, and then 

proceed with such business as may come before. it, 
4. Delegates are elected to some ·yearly meeting or Association 

of the Free Will Baptists, and instructed for· membership in such 
body. 

YEARLY l\IEETING CONSTITU'.rJON AND IlY-LA WS 

We, the members of the Free ,vm Baptist Church, in order to 
form a more perfect union and promote ·Christ's kingdom, do or­
dain and establish this Constitution for the John Thomas Yearly 
:r.~eeting. . . 

Article 1. This yearly meeting shall be called the John Thomas· 
Yearly Meeting, and shall be composed of such regularly organiz!'d 
and well disciplined Free \Vill Baptist quarter!y meetings, conven­
iently located, as may embody themselves under this Constitution. 

Art. 2. The Conference of. this yearly meeting shall be composed 
of ministers and delegates who are mPmbers of the quarterly meet~ 
ings, each quarterly meeting being entitled to three di>legates from 
each church. . . 

ArL 3. The officers of this yearly mePt'ng shall be a clerk, treas 
urer, and moderator, and shall be chosen at every session of the 
yearly meeting, with such assistant as may be found necessary, 

Art. 4, Any well organized and well regulated Free Will Bap~ 
tist quarterly meeting, composed of such churches as conform to 
the usages and adopt the doctr'nes of the Free_ Will Baptist denom­
inations, as published in the minutes· cif 'the John Thoma11 yea_rly 
meeting, and are in f;i.vor of the benevolent enterpris?s of the de­
nomination, may at. any time, on application, by vote of this yearly 
meeting, become a member thereof, . 

Art. 5. This yearly meeting shall have power to discipline tJ1e 
quarterly meetings of which 't is compos-?d, and to exclude them 
for disorderly work' if their labor proves unsuccessful.· · 
· Art. 6. The session of this yearly mccti:i;; sh~ll c0nv 211e on 
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Thursday before, the 2nd:;Sunday,jn, Septeml5er,'~'. at, whch time it 
sh a IL be ;,the ,dut·y_ of .the:;quarterly ~ee·tings ,., ;of, ,which,,: the, yearly 
met·tin g is, .composed. to ',represent,: themselves : by rleleg,1tes;, ,andi 're:· 
porLtheir. standing,e: prospects ·'and:statistics:by netter;, :a~r:wh1ch :tirifo•;, 
the, yearly mfleeing sh~ll act1 on ,such:, questions' and,1tOJ)fCSl as 1 :,may: . 
be reforre1l to it -by its res1H, cti;e quarterly 'meetings, ati.ds.tmnsact1: •• 

such. otl1ei- bi.i.~iness' not.: 1'epugnantJto,this Go'nstitntlon:,;nor the .us- . 
ages of, the:.oenomination,:--as•in: rits:judgmeiit ·1.'may't11 pron~oiei;,the''. 
cau.se of Christ aiid, the interest of the churches: and qua:rteriyimeet•:' 
ings within. the .Uniits:of1the iyearljd~eeihi'gJn J1m31f Jsl;;i·r ori'.l' :~ 

'. :: Art;: 7; T.hisLyearly meetihg' shall; hav~:power to adotit:"anyi'reg1.1- , . 
lation or by~laws,h10tt:inconsisteiitBiWith the! \constitUtidn; 'iwh1ch1 • 
maji be: deemed ,essential to ·the further! regtila'tion'-'of, its-se~slons · ·;. 
' ''Art. 18 • '•ThiS'.Conferencefshall: not recogrlizi:J: :any niinister"'or 'il'~f.;; 
egatei unless they comply. with: the constitution and by-laws therl'icifi' · 

Art. ~··•: Eacl}, gl\ar,):erlyfro.~.etiAg:.s~!lll, s(lnd;;intg, ,th':) y~arly,meet­
ing trea'stirer·its''pro'iati'p~rt'cif furid;:•tliii't' are·~ecessa/Y'to take' 
cure of'the!expenses'.bf'tlie~ye:irlY"meei:ing-.'J 'i;i ,''"·' ,,r; '•'"1-

:Art:-:10 ;r•Thi~: c~i;;.stituffondma;y :be?a1tered;1~r1aritend~d ;by a votei 
of: four-fifths, of the· 1ininfsteri and• 'delegates· preserifiitt;,ariy Is~ssion,;' 
notice of such intended alteration having been giveu and recorded . 
at', the1nex( prtiv.lous,sessionJ:::r:,, .. . . \d >, >'{ .,- :ii' . r ' 

··"'"'\::;;'.',;:_,·:,~--'.,.'.'.,:,· .. ,:,,.·:Pt11if,ys·n .: .. , .. ,[ i,,,, ': ,· ,, .. 

J:: -~~\~~pfer,e~~e, sh1ap pfhe!d ,,yit11-}~f~,, t~.a,i;\ ).h:~~ ,:,,?fAa,i,1;~~' 
'~ill!~t~rn-' a~d r ,f?Y! ·,~el,El.~~.\es, f ~~!?n!f:P;g i }°. ,.t,M~ ·, Y,'1a~l);, '~e-~tm~.~ ' 

•. , 2,;;_,Ati.f:~:~ ,HR~~i,pf'; ,?fcJ:f!-,?'tf. ~~n.r~~eH~~.' ~~Y,,~1~f.r8:. R?:0f.8, /~'.~J~n, ~~- .. · .. 
presented. and .. the· proceedings of· lase.conference ,read. · · , ·· .'. 

:·'.; •(• -,_,;t,,,"Jl,r,t: ·1·~ ;·} i:) ·:1,<! .. 1.;r,, ~~ftfr: .. ,, -.!i1f":'F)fl; :,t;•~ffJ''f;;"t'·; ~f,1;-::~}: r-nr 
. . 3. This conference. may at each. regular ~eet1?g el_ect1~s,:. r,!11~1,lr,, • 

boards or standing. comm,ttees a& may.be necessary in ,carrying out ·•· 
it~' b~neVolrinf piirp6;'es:_Th~~~:sh~1{kc~-p' -~ ·~·e~o;cf'of ti{Jir.;prock~d7 . 
illi'~ aiid :mak~ ~r~P~~( Jr ~~~b?;~ci1u;:~telr{Y:,tm~Jiin!t 1~f!1)i\~rJoHfe,fert~e:r ,-

,', (•.·:;-i',_,;'' ~,(,,;(,l ,,;/ ••:.<•q; :'.1:·;' ['(;:;••r•;,_')•'· .. ;'.')OC~ .,s·'•,;T "'."'(,'.--,,,-,, '\~f•:·~~1•--,; 

... f :, T!.1~ ,:c<>~f~re11~.~i ,IB~~- ~~r8,~.d ;~,?-~ t~nmt -~(~efi~~JU,/,tll; \h~ j~5~v~• 
1leges of the.body, sav.e:that· of votmg .. · • .. · .· :., . ·. · ... ; 
' : 5 '.··tr; ~h •, ~ ril(lriib~~; 'iii ; thJ' T1idgine:nf 'tf'.{RJ Cbrif~rence'/'shtlff i sho'w1 

. 
-l';,,•1 1 .:·. ! .Y Ii•'.,. ,i '.' ;,,.,, • ,:,, 1 ~ r,, ·, !'• ·•;•·,/~'; ,-.: 1 t_·,1r~','1r'. n,, .... t:•i·-_-.,,...,,:,,r r--rl"1 

. anger ln J1)s ,discussion on any .subject, tje sp.all ',fqrfeit"·hfs seat in .. 
·:,:; t? ·:·~,;,i,f1J. :::;:,li, ;~,(< ~n. -~--~<-:J'~if:!·-'l'J; -g~ i" 1J!l--'.f[;f_;,f.(r·.?;f.' ..... (·,ff('l:Jt~f:~ 

th~t wrl:~tt·i7~f th~) ·iiri'J;al;'ioJlJrJnc~•Yj ;iiali b'e"atrHb~rtY_i:;10' _·_. 
;ithdrair· wi'tiio'ut '1~a~er'oi.'fhe'mod~iato'F'1 (f!f; ·

1 
fl '('.'f'( _.;ul'tr.r:U;to_rr 

, . .... , _::-1.i:,. ~,;·11 r •~·y• :--:·,-.~rt " ·n;rrjrj, .... ,1 .. 

j :, fh?;l()ri:r11:ii~~ii?'~t:1e~o~~r~1~gr:[,11\~iill~e:1chosei''td'1ie~-
~-,-d; ... •• ,:·;,_·) t') )';.';.;. t~· ;'f:-'•-,·,._•r, ·., •t· ,-I•·:•,·,•, li~ :J'"\!ff>l,''t;<{" ':lr•;t)'J')J::fZ''\ 

tie with the treasurer and report _to conference._ · •.· ··: ,· .. 
9. .Confere·i'i~((~h~Yi' liwhy'i?6~e1'.' ~h'(1 r·a:c1)d~rli''by "ipr1ifePH'and

1 

. 

· -_;fl.,.,.,.._ ·.I ~J. .• ,~,,. .,::.-:_i'" -··rr~ .. .-:.;,:•~r:-r. ?!·,:1-r ·10 flrH:~r.~1;.: (➔ iLC._ A jJ ~·!ril,-• ' 
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praise of God. 
10. A motion must be m~de by one member, seconded by another 

and afterwards stated by the moderator, before it is debated. A 
motion _shall be reduced to writing by the mover at the demand of 
any; one ·member. , ' 

11 .. AU resolutions shall be submitted in writing. 
12. A motion or re~olution may be withdrawn at any time before 

a decision· or airie~diiient · by the conference. 

13. Any motion or re-solution containing more ,than one distinct 
proposition .shall be divided, provided the · call for a division · be 
sustained by the majority_ 

14 . \Vhen a mem,ber speaks or offers a motion he should rise 
and respectfully address the .•moderator, confine. himself to the 
question under consideration, avoid all personalities or unkind or 
disrespectful language. 

15 .. When two. or. more members rise to speak at the, same time 
the moderator shall decide who is e_ntitled to the floor. 

16. While a member is speaking no one shall interrupt him ex­
cept to call him, to order,·ask leavre to explain or to make eJ(:,plana-

., ', tion. The one allowed to explain shall confine hi~self strictly to an 
actual misund_erstanding of 1 language,which may need explanation. 

17. No member shall speak more than twice, or longer than five 
minutes at each time on any question without leave of· the, moder:. 
ator, which leave shall be granted: without debate. 

18. All committees may be named by the moderator, by request 
of the ·conference. 

19. The members first named on a committee shall be its chair­
man to call the committe,e togethen, but · after it is convened the 
committee may elect its own chairman and secretary 

20. Voting shall be done by standing up when a v~te is close, or 
. when it becomes necessary . to count t_he 'affirmative and negative 
and in special cases by ballot; 

21. The moderator, in case of a tie, may ·cast the deciding vote. 
22. All members should vote on one side or the other, unless 

excused by the. moderator; 
23. No motion,; discussion or other busine,ss shall be. admitted 

while the vote· is being taken. . , 
24. The minutes of t_he conference sh~_ll be signed by the moder-

ator and the cle,rk. . . 
, · 25. Each. Quarterly Meeting· shall ask its respective churches to 

deal with its membe_rs when necessary, according to Matthew 
18:15, 17. 
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26. After members accept the Bible as their rule of faith and 
practice, then the right hand of fello,vship shall be given·, which is : 
the door into the church. ' · · 

27. If the minority of a Quarterly Meeting ho grieved over tlrn 
ruling of.the majodty; they have the right to appeal to the Yearly 
Meeting, an_d its decision shall be final. . . 

28. No minister shall have a vote in the conference unless ho is 
a member in good standing with his church and conference. 

E.A.Reedy S.l\I.l\foFall D,E.Smith 
Arthur Casteel J.C. Rasnake W.R. Stallard 

IlY-LAWS OF l\IlNISTEilS' CONFERENCE 
There shall be a Ministers', Conference held annually in ,connec­

, tion with the 'Yearly Meeting. 
2. The object of the ministerial conference is to discuss points 

of doctrine and examine >the Christian character of the ministers. 
3. All ministers in the John Thomas Yearly Meeting are re,quir­

ed to attach piemselves to the Ministers' Conference and must be 
governed by the rules and regulations of the Ministers' Conference. 

4. All ministers belonging to the Conference are required to re­
port themselves to the Conference annually, either in person or by 
letter, o;r both. '\ 1 

· 

5. All ministers failing to report for two years in succession wit!} 
out a reasonable excuse shall be reprimanded, and if they still dis• 
regard this requirement, they may be dismissed from th~ Confer­
ence. 

6. All ministers moving to another Yearly Meeting shall take a , 
letter of dismission and commendation so that they may properly 
unite themselves to the Yearly Meeti_ng where they m?ve. 

THE l\lINISTilY 
1. No . .member of our connection shall be at liberty to take upon 

himself the public ministry of the word, unless he feels divinely 
called, and make report of the same to the church: to which he be­
longs, and if the church shall be satisfied with his qllalificataons, 
and call' of such person, then sue may grant said person the liberty 
to exercise his or her gifts by exhortation, for twelve months I . • 

2. If' they prove satisfactory to the church, they shall be recom-
mended to the Quarterly Meeting, if satisfactory to same, may li­
cense said applicants or recommend them to the Ordaining Council, 
and shall be ordained if proven satisfactory to the Council. ' 

3·. The' Ordaining Council must be appointed by the Yearly Meet­
ing. Three ordained ministers from each Quarterly Meeting shall 
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serve for a' period of twelve months. Any three may transact the 
busjn_ess of examining the applicants for ordination. 

4. ·when a minister of another denomination wishes to unite 
with the Free Will Baptist Church, he or she must first join this 
church. Then the proceedings are the same as with licentates. 

5. Any ministers leaving the Free Will Baptist Church and de­
siring to be reinstated, shall .be, dealt with as though they had 
never belonged to the church. 

G. If a mini_stei; becomes disbrderlyi or preaches a doctrine con­
trary to the Free Wil,l Baptist faith, the minister may' at once be 1 
called to question by the church offended. The,y must be given a 
fair and· impartial trial, by evidence mainly by the Free Will Bap­
tist members; if the charges shall be sustained, they shall bedealt 
with as follows: 

The churches have the exclusive right to deal 'with the ministers. 
under their care. \ -

If the charges are against a licentiate, it must be ·reported to the 
• Quarterly Meeting, and their. decision shall be final. 

If the charges are against an ordained minister, then the Quar­
terly Meetjng shall report to, or call the: ordaining. council togeth­
er, and they shall try the case, and their decision shall be final. 

,7. Any ordained minister of the Free ,vill Baptists may serve 
the church in the absence of the pastor, in e-very Gospel order re­

.. quired of him by the church. 

ARTICLES OF FAI'l'H 

We believe that there1 is but one living, true and eternal God . 
the Father, of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting,, 
glorious and immutable in all His attributes.-,--1 9or. 8:6; Isa. 
40:28. 

2. We believe that there is but one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
are all things, the only begotten Son of God, born of the Vjrgin 
Mary, whom God f~eely sent into this world because of· the great 
love wherewith He loved the world; and Christ as freely gave Him­
self a ransom for all,· tasting death for every man; who' was buried 
and rose again the third day, and a~cended into hea".en, from 
whence we look for Him the second time- in the clouds of"heaven 
at the last day to judge both the quick and dead.-! Tim. 2: 5,G ;, 
Heb.2-9· St John 3:16; Rev. 1:7; Acts 24:15; I John 2:2. 

3. \V~ be
0

1ieve that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious _gift of 
the Father, through his dear _Son,· unto the world, who quickeneth 
and draweth sinners home to God.-St. John 16:7; 8; Acts 2:b; 
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Eph. _2:1; Eph. 4:4-6. 
4. We believe in the beginning God .made man upright, and 

placed him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, 
from which he voluntarily, by transgression, fell, and by means 
brought on himself, a· miserable and mortal state subject to death: 
-Gen. 2:17; 3:19. · · 

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance and the knowledge of truth, 
that they might be saved; for which end Christ · hath commanded_ 
the Gospel to be preached among all nations and1. to every creatur_e. 
-Mark 16:15; Luke'24:47; John 3:15-17; ITim. 2·:4. • 

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a. 
Christ who died for him, but as the Scripture has said for denying 
the Lord that bought them; because they b·elieved not in the name 
of the only begotuen Son of God, Unbelief, therefore, being the 
cause why the just and righteous God of heaven ;,ill condemn ,the 
children of men, it follo,~s. again°st all· argument that all men, at 
one time or other, are found in such capacity as that through the 
grace of God they, may be eternally saved.-Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; 
Heb. 3:10; I John 5:1, 10. 

· 7. We ·believe that all people reaching the years of accountabil­
ity must be born again. Then by trusting His promises and keeping 
His commandments until the end of life, we shall be saved,II Tim. 

· 4-7 
8. We believe the whole Scriptures are infallabjly true and that 

they are .the only rules of faith and practice.-II Tim. 3:16, 17. 
9. We be-lieve in .the doctrine of General Provision made of God 

in Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent and believe 
the Gospel.-Luke 14:16-20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 13 :3-5; Acts 
3:19; Mark 1:15. 

10. ·we believe that sinners arc drawn to God the Father by the 
Holy Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost of­
fers His divine aid to all the human family; so as they all might be 
happy, would they give place to His divine teachings; ·whereas, 
such who do not rece.ive the divine impressions of His Holy Sp;irit, 
shall, at a future day, own their condemnation just and charge 
themselves with their own damnation, for wilfully rejecting the 
offers of sovereign grace.-Matt. 11:27; St. John 6 :45, 65; Ps. 
1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 22:29. 

11. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but un­
godly men; were of old ordained to condemnation, considered such 
who turn' the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only 
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\ 
Lord God an1..1 our Lord Jesus Christ who bought them; and there-
fore, shall bring-, upon themselves swift destruction; but we observe 

· that they, and suich. the Apostie saith, because they receive not the 
love of the truth, 'tliat they might be saved, therefore, the indigna­
tion and wrath of G61d is upon every soul of man that doeth evil, 
living and dying ther~.p.; for there is no respect of persons with 
God-Jude 1:14; II Pet-~r 2.1; II Thess 2:11; Rom. 2:19-11. 

12. We believe .that all\chfldren dyini in infancy, having not 
actually transgressed agairnl-.t/the law of God, in their own persons, 
are only subject to the first dl-,..ith, which was brought on ·them by 
the fall of the1 first Adam, and '-t_hat none of them dying in that 
state shall suffer punishment in lrtiU by the guilt of Adam's sin, 
for "of such is the kingdom of Goci".--I Cor. 15:22; Matt. •18:/2~5,-· 
Mark 9:36, 37; Matt. 19-14. · \. · 

13. We believe that good works· ar!',,_ the fruits of saving faith, 
and that in the-use of the, means _ofl grace\_ and not out of thei use 
of those means, eternal life is promised to·-men.-Rev. 22:14·, 15:;\ • 
Isa_. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Lulce 13'-.,34~35. _ . 

14. We believe, that no man has any warrarH in the.Holy Scrip­
tures for justification before God through his o,~ works, power.or 
ability, which he has in aed. of himself, only as he ·fY grace is made 
able to come to God through Jesus Christ; believing\ thet righteous 
nEss of Jesus Christ to be imputed to: all believers fo~'-their eternal 
acceptance with Go.d-Rom 4:24; Acts 8:20, 21 °'· 

. 15 .1 We believe th~t all things are forseen in the wisdJm of God, 
so that God knoweth1 whatsoever. can or cannot come to P~'.ss· upon 
all supposed conditions; yet not as having decreed· any per~pn to 
everlasting life, out of respect or mere choice further than Hf~ hath 
appointed the godly unto life\,. and the ungodly, who die in sin\, un-
to death.-Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-31; Matt. 25:31-46. , 

16 We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believers' ba 
· tism: laying on of hands, receiving of tlie sacrament in bread a 

wine, washing t_he saints' feet, anointing the sick with oil and 
· public ministry of the Word, with every institution of the Lo 
shall find in the New _Testament.-Mark 16 :15',16; Ac_t 
Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13: 5-7; Jas. 5:14 . 
. · 17. ·We believe the

1 
Gospel mode of baptism, is by i 

that believers are the only· subjects · for baptisis 
Mark 1 :9, 10; Acts 2:38, 39;, Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:1 

18 ·we believe in a gene•ral ressurrection of t 
judg~ent at the, last day.-'-John 5:28, 29; I_I 
· 19. We, believe I.the happiness of the righte 
torments of the wicked are endless.-Matt; 
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