MINUTES

OF THE

TWENTY FIFTH SESSION
OF THE

JOHN THOMAS ASSOCIATION
OF THE
FREE WILL BAPTISTS
WHICH CONVENED WITH

PAYNE GAP CHURCH
PAYNE GAP, KY.
SEPTEMBER 11--14, 1947
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The next session will be held with the Valley View
Church, at Clintwood, Va. Convening Thur$day before
the Second Sunday in September 1948 .
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OFFICERS OF THE JOHN THOMAS ASSOCIATION

For the year 1947 & 1948

W. R. Bise Moderator -
J. C. Rasnake Asst. Moderator
Everet Johnson Clerk_é Ted Bise Treasure

J

EXECUTIVE COMMITTIEE
Corbet Deel Trig Smith
“U. S. G. Meade "~ N. B. Lambert George Browning

L
ORDAINING COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1947 &1948
’ Dickenson County Q. M.
| . E. C. Kiser Chairman W. R. Bise Emory Vanover
[‘ P Letcher County Q. M.
‘ Albert Dingus Chairman C. W. Isom L. D. Mahan

New Durm Q.‘ M.
J. C. Rasnake Chairman W. E. Rasnake C. E. Church

| The next session will meet with the Valley View Church at
Clintwood, Va. Beginning on Thursday before the second Sunday
in September_ 1948.
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The Twenty F1fth Annual Assocratron of the John ‘Thomas
Association of Freewill BapSISt
Officers of the John Thomas Assoclatron for year 1947-1948

Rev. W. R. Bise Millard, Va. ........ e R . Mod.
Rev. J. C. Rasnick Cleveland, Va . - _Ass’t Mod.
* Bverett Johnson Chrrchco, Va e v.... Clerk

AL

Ted Bise Millard, Va .'-'.‘. Treas

i PROCEEDINGS

.The Twenty" F1fth Annual .ASSOCLa.tIOIl of the John Thomas
Asscciation of the Freewill. Baptxst ‘convened with the. Payne Gap .
IChurch at Payne Gap _Ky on. Thursday, |Sept 11 to. the. 14th at
11 o elo'ck §

Introductory Sermon de11vered by L D Mahhan and Monroe
Hubbard concluding service. Prayer W. R. Bise. Readmg Ior les-

- son the first nine verses.of the 13th chapter of Hebrew §

] j Sermon Text: - (Jesus Christ: the. same .yesterday, today, and .
forevermore) This was a wonderful message wrth great mamfest- o
tatlon of. the Holy Spirit. . R

Thursday Evening' Sessmn 2P, M s " S R o

“'Conference" ‘opened: ‘with congregatlon smglng Lo

Clerk having charvge ‘of Conference read for ’lesson the f1rst~
‘14 werses of the Fourth Chapter of Ist John. L
Prayer by J. C. Rasnack. Clerk de'clarmg Conference open for
such busmess that might come before Aseomatlon The first item’
L was enrollmg of* delefrates correspondmg me sengers, mmmters,

- fand visiting mlmsters SR . . AR

H

€

: e Delegates from Dnckenson County Q B R A
. Lura Van'oyer, Bertha Stanley,-Flora Kle1th O. A, KLSBI', Mrs. Wal
ter Burchett, I. S. Gllham, Della. Evenare, ‘Mildred. Holbrook, Mrs. |
0. A K1ser Berna.rd Rakes, J.. M. Green, Emerson Underwood
Palmer Sroutherland George Lambert M;s Henry Lambert Snod—

ia Southerland

. .- New Dulm O -
M F Hess, E. CR Rasnar'k Cleve Dye, I:.lla Dye : _:-
Walter Whlted . , Mllburn He : s

. Letcher County Q M BEEEPO
Lura Wywn Mrs. Linda. Caldwell, Lola \Caudle, Loela Lowe Annie -
Balsrnger, Lena McPeaks "Rosa Haynes, Bill Wyn, C. 0. Caudell o
Pat.sy Klllen Lenora, erght Mary Dulaney, Betty Holbrook Ho-

'bartCastle S _ St e

" ‘Ministers - :
Dickenson County’. Q. M.

. W R Bxse Henryﬁmrth Luther 'Baylor, Clyde Reedy, o

s
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. New Durm Q. M. 0L
J. C, Rasnagck, Clyde Church. : S
Letcher County Q. M.

Monroe Habbqrd L. D, Manhan, Everett Potter, Alva. Dmgus Er-l

sel McPeaks, Clyde Huff, James Wright. .

The next item was the electing of a moderator, Motlon car-
ried to elect W. R. Bise, Mcd. and J. C. Rasnack as Ass’t Mod. -

By mcve and second it was voted to retaxn Everrett Johnson
as clerk and Ted Bise as Treas. =

Mod, was given power to appomt commlttees, ERETS

Supply of Pulpit '
Melvin Klllen, Chairman, Robert Mullms Mllburn Hess. .

Next session of the Assocization cenvenes with the Valle Vlew .

Church at Chnbwood Va; on Thursday befoxe the sercond Sunday,

in Sept. 1948. -
It was voted to draw f1ve per cent ‘per member, from the

- Q. M. Funds instead of the: ten per cent to take care of the Asso-

‘clations expense.- .

Moderator invited’ 'VlSltan‘ brethern and oxresponding mes-
sengers to sit with us as advisory members..- -
. The comnnttee appolnted Alva Dingus and )Clyde Church to
fill the pulplt at 2 O’»clock Thurs. evening.

By moving second it Was, voted to adjourn the conference il

Friday Mcrning. at 9: 30 A, M.

Alva Dingus readmg for lesson 12 verses of the 20th chapter :

of Acts beginning with the 23rd verse, Prayer by Lmvda. Caldwell

"Usmu for text “none of these thmos mave me” Clyde Church ‘

concluding service, 'I‘hxs was a very Splrrtual Message

Thursday Nite: Serv:ce 7:30' P, ML
Commlttee on Supply pulpit: reported as folows
‘Emory Vanover and Henry Smith to prealch at this hour,
Reading for lesson part of the 17th chapter of St John il
Prayer by Aunt Mary Powers . s S
Using for text “For ye are dead ancl your life h1d Wlth Chrxst in
Godn . -

Fnday Morning Session 9:30 A M

IConference opened with ‘singing. Mod., reading for lesson the
fourth chapter of Malachi. Mod.. called for- volunteer prayer.
Myrtle Stewart responding, Mod. having charge declared conofer-
" ence opened for any such lawful business that mig)ht come before
the Association. The enrcllment of delegates, Mlnxsters Visiting
Ministers and Corresponding Messengers Mod called for letters
from the respective Q. M. o :
Dickenson County responding. It was as follows- )

To the John Thomas Association which will convene w1th
the Payne Gap Church, Payne Gap, Ky. from the 11th- 14th of
Sept. 1947 ' ,
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Greetmgs ‘ ) Lo

. We, the Dickenson Q M.- met with the Counts Chapel Church
; ,'on Friday .before. the fourth Sunday in July and organized by
21~ electing. W. R: Bise, Mod, i(Clyde Reedy Ass’t Mod and Clinton Lam-

~ bet and N. H. Stanley as clerks. The followmg delegates rwere from -
" their respective churches '

,'_iCharlie s Chapel ... it el . »Reported by Letter
~ Clinchco Church, Mrs. Rudd Patton, Mrs, Everett Kelly Sloan
Cold Sprmgs Chunch Mr and Mrs, B: L. anzle, Ruth McCoy

il R . "Mr.; and Mrs. Bennett Kilgore -
,Counts Chapel e Ceeeneeann Aught Counts, JoCnn &:Cleve Green
Davis Chapel .............. Bt eesuseestestesoreban ....:Absent
Duncan Gap ....... Ceeaesnsans Ceieeienteenas Present by Letter
"Fleming Town ....eennnnn, J ulia. Stanley, Lenzie & Hattle Mullins
tliFerby Church ... oiu.liv i il Josl C."H. Meade
CaGeorge's Fork L.oL il ol i i s .. Absent
Hamilton’s-Chapel .:.... 4. 00000 U S, A Stafford Meade

Honey Camp-...... veveseses Mrs, Josh Rose Mr. & Mrs. Jim ‘Rose -

., ‘Hubbadds Chapel OV eaeas veeess.. Mr.: & Mrs.:Connie Lane
" Lick Ford ... ...... e -Mr. and Mrs. Hamp Vanover

© Martin’s lChapel RITIPPRY : .l., ............. . Tom Martin
‘Middle Branch :%:% .. veeiiedaasosA D00 MTs, Gaines Lambert
o T ! Grady Rasnack, S. S.

. : Sutherland -
Mill Creek

Pine Creek ..... I NN ..., Present by Letted

PINe GIOVE ....vvevieiienruscnsnninsens Mr, and Mrs, O. A. Kiser

PiPin’s Chapel
' _Ruthers_Chapel...

,Margaret Meade & Dewey Salyers

..Oma.. xAn'wood & J oyce Ree‘dy

'._Ra;chels Chapel .00 L ST, I s, Gilliam
" 'Rugby ‘Chapel ......... PO A T VU0 0000 Maxie Kieth'
© Tarpon' ...... '. PR Dora Buhchett & Bernard Rakes
_ Union Light .. .".’.‘.‘.';'.'..‘.‘ ................. ... Present by Letter .
- Yates Chapel .. Lonzo Edwards Carl Yates and Mrs, Reba Stanely
’ Valley Veiw ....................... ‘... Lura Vanover, Bertha Stancly
: ke s s 7" Flora Kelth Macatxa Lane )
- our Standxng Is As Follows
,No ofChurches.........,.‘ ...... B ceereais 26
NO. Of MEMDETS ... " eeneetenriansseeeieiveeeiieeesn.. 1284
~ No. of Sunday Schools R S
ZNo,on Roll ... ..0ui..... '
Average Attendance ......... . o0 o T il sl LY
- No. of Ordained Ministers ;... ...0.00 e Ted
No, of Ordained Liciniates ... ... il ooioai i diis il
Value of Church Property .......ccoveeeneeeiennn. e $22 700.00

Woodrow J essie, Mrs. Chas. Lambert
Harrison & Kermit Deel .-

.. Mrs. E. A..Reedy, Stella Deel,




- .Clyde Reedy..........:..Asve:Mod.
-~ N, H, Stanely, lchnton Lamber clecrks

By move and second th1.> letter was accepterd and passed by

' Assoclatlon
~-: .y ‘Moderator: »calhnv for. next letter Letcher county Q. M re-
;_pondxng L Il E il L, : RS
- It was as follows A e i i ":;t;‘j

: ~:To the John Thomas Assoc1at10n, whxch will ccmvene W1th the
) Payne Gap Church, Payne Gap, KV from the 11th 14th of Sept

...............

- SEIDR A 'From Dunham'Church- - : S
Anme Balsmger Dollie * Evanoff, ‘Jeneva’ Radford Nola Short
Maggle Thomas, MI'S C O )Caudle . .‘ R I

....................

Honeycutt Betty Holbrook
. ' Marshall’s Branch
o Mary Delzmey, Rosie Haynes, Lenora Wa'xght -------- Lol TR

2 : © * ~'*- Payne Gap Church L
:<Lena McPeaks ~Av‘-v~:."~--.: -q--:.-~~:.j ........ l\A‘.>.

R A I A

‘»N'o, of Churches . T S

By move and second thls letter was accepted and passed by
‘Assomatlon By move and second Conference adjourned till 10:30
. A M. Ministers Conference owgamzed by retalmng the samé¢ clerk
ﬁ'and Mod. Moderator calling for letters fr'om l\/hmsters Confewence
. Dickenson County respondmg as follows:’

: We, the D1ckenson County. Ministers Confeu‘ence met W1th
‘the Count’s rChapel Church.on Sat. before the 4th.”Sunday 'in
“July.1647, and organized .by. electing: W. R Bloe, Mod Chnton
Llambert and .N. H. .Stanley, .Clerks.. . LT
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The followmg m1n1stears were wvoted in good standing: ...

W. R. Blse, J. E. Cox, Floyd Cantrell Asa Hughes, E. C Kiser,.
Willard Martln, Monroe Mullins, Josh Rose, Eddie Rose, Troy-
Robinson, Henry Smlth Alex Tompkins B111 Willis, Quentin Keith,

Dodge Colema.n, S. P. Davrs, Floyd Hlll W R. Johnson, willard
Kiser, George Monney, IClyde Reedy. E R. Rose Maston Rose, D. L.

Smith, Creed St.anley, Luther Taylor, Walter Hughes, ‘A. N. Kiser.

: By move and second this conference adJoumed until Sat be-,
fore the fourth Sunday 1n July 1948 unless ncalllcd tovether by;
the Moderator ’ .

"WoR, Bise ...\ eeediied sl Mod.
N H. Stanely R .. Clerk
""" Clinton Lambert veeieese.... Clerk

By move. anxd second thrs lntter Was aocepted anfd. pacxsed by-
_the Asscciaticn, - R LT °
‘ By move and second both fclonference adjourned til1 2:30 P M.

Committee . ppomted Albert Dlngus E. F. Edwards for:the preach-
-ing hour at 11’ o'clozk, Readmgr for Iesson first four verses of the
21st chapter,of Luke. Using. for text “Preach the word., ” This-was
a very 1mpressrve me:sage and manrfestatlon of the Holy Sprrlt
. was present. Prayer by Monroe Hubbard - o

SRS Frxday Evenmg Sess:on 2 30 P M ; -
Conference called: . nogether by singing. Mcderator : (havmg
charge. Readrnﬂr for lesson the fourth wchapbevr of cecond Tlmothy
Prayer by Luther Strouth ; ,
Moderator callm'ar for’ euch bccmess that mrght ccme before
the Association. First item was finishing the Ministers Confer-
ence .work Re admo Mmlsters report by om Letcher County It 'was
-as follows ________ y
o The Le’ccher Coumty Mllll:u&s Conference was callel to order_
Aug 23rd 1947. The character of the following mlms’cers were
passed as gocd: . .
Joe Balnks Porter ‘Brew: er, Albedt Dxngus C C. Flanary, Monroe
Hubbard, C.-W. Isom,. L. D. Ma,han Ersel McPeaks, F M Rcse
Marvin Strunk, James Wright, A, L, Dingus, J. L Terry, W. M. El-
kins, Charlie Graham, Ezra -Johnson, Everett Potter, Clyde Huff,
Robert Madden, Hubert Hill,, Persey Elluns V. €. Manis, John
Akers, D, D. Moore, Emory- Vanover :

. Clerk

By move and sewcond thxs letter was alcceptewd and pus=led :by,
the Association. . v . .

Moderator »callmg for ne*rt letter New Dumn Q M. respond-«
ing, It was as follows: - .

J
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‘Mmls‘cers names welrxe as follows:

No, of Members

New Durm ministers conference met with the Clinch View
Church, August 10, 1947, and organized by electing J. C. Rasnack
Mod. and Faye Hess as clerk. Eight' ordamlnd_ mimsters being pres
ent, Their names were »calle»d and each’: one'’ rvoted upon Thelr
charactors were passed as good F1ve mlmsters being abeernt their .
charactors were passed as good.’ ‘

J. C. ‘Rasnack,’ C. E. Spencer, M. P. Ball W. BE. Rasnack Gomxanw.'
Kelly, C. E. Church Mose Napler Lee’ W:Lsocn ‘R. S Ball Elmer.
Hess, :
.. It was regular moved and fvecond that we elect J. C. Rasnack, .
Chan‘ C E Church and W. E. Rasnack for the ordaining councll .
: © 7 J.C.Ramack L. Mod.
SRR coe - Faye’ Hess EET T T PRI OPUP Clerk

By move and second this letter was accepted. by -the. Asso— ‘
ciation. Next was reading of the letter from the New Durm Q M :
It was as follows: . e L L

To the John Thomas A..socw.tlcn of Freewﬂl Baptxst

~ Greetings:’

We, the. Russell )County New Du1m Q M met |w1th the Clmchu_'

" View Church from the 8th to thn 10tih of Aug 1947 and appomtedj :

the- following delegates to the Association:
I. F. Stevens, E. R. Rasnack, Ralph Stevens, Bertha Rasrack

" Mary E. Rasnack, Cleve Dye, Ella Dye, Oria Wilson, Hagzel ‘Wilzon,

Lenord Dye, Mrs. Lenord Dye, Dave Owens Norma/’ Whlted ‘M. F.
Hess, Gus Hess, Lula Hess, Harley Dye, Klye Tompson, Mxlnu.m
Hess, Harley Dye, Corb Ray, Ralph Rasnack Orla, Wllson o
Our Standing is as follows L S
No. of Churches

No. of Sundays Schools | »
No. of Ordained Ministers ........ deediin

Next was the questxomng of . the Quau'tely Meetmg for theu{

fquota of minutes, They are to be dlst:drubeted as’ follows:

-New, Burm ....... e ees...150

- Letcher County .'...‘,,;...;"....25‘0 ;
Dickenson County .......... 450
Total .......o.co.iiies '....”...850

udraw on the Association to pay for mmutes

- By move and second thn Conferenvce was adu eurned untll 9 30'
Sat mornmv . . :

;o
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" The Pulplt Commlttee choosing W. R, Bise:and J. C. Rasnack
for this hour. Reading for lesson the 50th Pslam. FPrayer by May-
del Dmgus There was a great mamfestatlon the Holy Splrlt dur-
ing this hour of service. .
. IClyde Reedy and Enoch Rcse was (uhosen by the Pulprt com-
mittee; for this hour of service at 7:30 P. M. Clyde Reedy read-
ing lesson» the 13th chapter of 1st. Cor. Prayer:by Emmett Powers,
Text “Love.” This was a wonderful hvour of service and a great:
mamfestatxon of the Spirit. . .

) Saturday Mornmg Sessmn 9: 30 A, M.
: Conference opened - by ®singing. ' Mod. readmg for lesson o
:.22nd chapter of Rev. Prayer by James erght .Mod; calling for, o
such ‘business that might come, before the Association. First item iv-
o ‘was the appomtmg of »correspondmg messengers to vanous srster % v
-.:m.  Asgociations, They were 3 follows ’

% -Southwest Va. ‘Association :
L D Mahan, Alva Dinwus, Ersel McPeaks Mrs Mae Vanorwer

: UKy, State Association -;1, BT
L. D Mahan, Monroe Hubbard, . ..o, 0 oo I I
o Clinch Valley Assocxatxon

W R. BISC .Everett Johnson, .

Next was the appomtrnur of ordamrng lcouncns

,,,,,

R Letcher County T T T SRR PR3 V=

) L D Mahan, Albert Dm"us, Chalr. C. W. Isom. T

. : ' Dickenson’ County o Lo LT

E C szer, Chair W R. Bxse Emory Vanover e RRIERUETS

New Durm Q M. CC ;"j

'C Rasnack Cha:r, W E lRasnav k, C.:E, Chunch T e

It .was: unamrously voted' by : the Association’ to double thew B

amount of ‘clerks fee. Making the fee $20.00 per year, '

. ‘ It was “also unamiously’ voted by the assomatron that on’ Sun- .

folloxwmg .the ;Association would be a: Memorial for:all the. de-, -

»ceased members of the Freewrll Baprst The ﬁrst zervices begln-

mg next year, W1ll bc a gemaral Memonal for all those t\hat have

' pasied away. ) ”

; This bringing to ;. »clor,e the Work of the John Thcmas AL. 3

. “sociation by mcve and second this ‘Association: Was a‘dJourned til

Thursday beforé the 2nd Sunday in Sept 1048 unle«‘s lcallewd to

gebher by the, *\/lod nwhen it will reconvene W1tn the Valley Vrew

. ‘Church at Clmtwood va., - I Coal Do i

0.7 By move anid second Mrnlsters 1C'onference “adjourncd t111 Sat:
befor'e thie second Sunday in Sept. 1948 unless cilled towether by
the Mod. when 1t will recofivene- w1th the Valley V1ew Church at

Clxntwood Va. N Lo et it i

LT Saturday Mornmg Preaching Serv1ce ; :

. Clyde Huff and Charhe Mullxns was. chosen 1'or thn:‘hour

i ., _Prayer by Charhe Isom,nClyde lHuff usmrv for text “With e you i

can do anythmg " . R )

v
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o . . Preaching Service Sat. Night
Preaching by Albert Dingus and. C. W, Isom. Readlng for 1es-
son 3rd, chapter of 1lst. Cor, Using for text the 16th verse of the;
" 6th, chapter of Jeremiah. :
- “iPreaching Service Sunday at 11:00° O’cleck
Preaching by Edd-Rose and L.’ D. Mahan: Reading for les->
- son the 3rd. chapter of Rev Usmg for tert the 4th- verse of thej
lesson read A o
YFARLY MEETING CONSTITUTION AND BY- LAWS .
We, the members of the Freewill Baptist Church, in order to:form’'a more per-

fect union and promote Christ’s kingdom, do ordain- and establish- this Constitution:

for the John Thomas Yearly Meeting.
.Article"1, . This Yearly Meeting shall be called the John Thomas Yearly Meet-

_ing, and shall be composed' of such.regularly. organized and well disciplined: Freewill

Baptist Quarterly Meetings, conveniently located as: may-. embody themselves ufnder :

- the Constltutlon

Article 2. ‘The Conference of this- Yearly Meetlng shall be composed of min-
isters -and delegates who are members of the Quarterly meetings, each Quarterly
Meeting being entitled to three delegates from each church. .

Article 3. The officers of this -Yearly- Meeting shall be a clerk treasurer, and
moderator, and- shall be chosen at every sescion of the Yearly: Meetmg, with such

s assistant as may be found necessary.

~i"Article 4. "~ Any ‘well  organized and well regulated Freewill Baptist Quarterlv
Meeting, composed of such.churches as conform to. the usages-and adopt the doctrines
of the Freewill .Baptist denommatlons, as published :in . the. minutes. of “the -John
Thomas. Yearly Meeting, and are in favor of the benevolent enterprises of the denomi-
natign, may at any ‘time, on apphcatlon, by~ vote of thxs Yearly Meetmg, become a
meinber thereof.’

Article. 5. ThlS Yearlv Meetlnd “shall have power to dxscxplme the Quarterlvv
Meetings of whizh it is composed -and to exclude them for dlsorderly Work it thelr :
labor proves unsuccessful. .

Article 6." The session of this Yearly Meetm'v shall convene on Thursday before -
the second Sunday in September, at which time it shall be the duty of the Quarterly -
Meetings of which the Yearly Meeting is composed to represent themselves by dele--

gates, and report their standing, prospects and- slatistics ‘byletter; at. which time . -

the Yearly Meeting shall act on such questions.and topics as may be referred to it
by its respective Quarterly Meetings, and transact such. other. business.not repugnant
to .this Constitution, nor the usages of ‘the ‘denomination, as”in its judgment may
promote the cause of Christ and the mterest of’ the churches and Quarterly Meetmg~
within the limits of the Yearly Meeting. . :

Article 7. The Yearly Meeting shall have power to. adopt any regulatmn or
by-laws, not inconsistent with the Constitution;, which may be deemed essentlal to the
further regulations of its sessions.

Article 8. ' This Conference shall not recognlze any mlmster or delegate unless
they comply with the constitution and by-laws*thereof.

" Article 9. Each Quarterly Meeting shall send to the Yearly Meetmg, with their
annual letters, funds equal to ten cents (10¢) per member in said Quarterly Meet-
ing; said funds to be used in meeting expenses of the Yearly Meeting. g

Article 10.  The Constiution may be: altered or. amended by a vote of four-
fifths of the ‘ministers and delegates present at. any ‘session, notice of such intended

alterations having been ulven and recorded .at the next prekus sess1on

DISMISSION .OF MEMBERS

Only members in good standing are dlsmlssed from the church and these for no
other reason than to unite with .some other heurch, Such members receive letters
of honorable dismission and commendation, but.are under the watch .care of the’
same church until they are received into some other: ~A withdrawal without such
letter of commendation is equlvalent to excommumcatlon, and’ treated as such by
the church. ot

2
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OFFICERS. AND THEIR DUTIES .5

. The officers of a church are a Board of Trustees, Clerk, Treasurer, Deacons and
Déaconesses, Finance Committee, and Pastor. - ‘ . oo

* Board of Trustees—The duty of the trustees shall be to hold title to all-prop-
erty, either in fee or gift, and to maintain all rights to same, to convey said property

in' the discretion of a four-fifth majority of those present.at a regular quarterly

. -meeting being announced at said church three months prior to said meeting, . -

E Clerk—It is the duty of the cletk to keep-a church book and in it recoid the
. Church Covenant, the names of the members, and all the proceedings of the church,
in the exercise. of its doctrine and management: of “its” temporal -affairs.” He -also
. signs all the letters and other communications made by authority of the church.
. Treasurer—The treasurer shall ‘be entrusted .with the funds of the church,-and
it _shall be his duty to keep a regular account of all the money received, and from
whom, and make a report of the same annually to the church or ofterer if necessary,
which funds shall be drawn on the treasury only by the order of the church. -
.Deacons—The cdeacons are. eles*ed for life or during good behavior. ” They should
he men distinguished among their brthren for piety and benevolence. Before entér-
ine unon the duties of theiv office they are ordained by the pastor or other regular
minister, ordinaticn consisting of charge. laving on of bands and prayer. It is their .
" duty to serve at the Lord’s table, te distribute of the bounty of the church among
“ifs'needv.- members, to visit.the si~k, to assist the pastor in promoting order in atten-
dance upon the church, and to conduct religious meetings in the abisénce of the pastor.
» Peaconesses—Thev estist the deacons and the finance committee, in visiting the
sick, in collecting funds and distributing among the needy members; and enforcing
" proper discipline among female members. o i : . S
"~ Finance Committee—These have'the general management of. the finances of thé
church, subject to the church’s control. ‘ o Lo e
Pastor—Each church elects its own pastor out of the regular ordained:-ministers
upon such terms as may be agreed upon between .the parties themselves., Tt is-the

__pastor’s duty faithfully to vreach the Word. to have the eenrral sunerintendenre of - .
- the church, to -be himself an example to the flock, to visit the members, éspecially.
" the sick, ‘as he has the opportunity, and to do all .within his power:to promote.the

religious interest of the church which-he serves, and to advance the cause of Christ
_among men. : . : R R : :

MEETINCS OF THE CHUR‘CH ‘

The ‘times of celebrating.the Lord’s Supper, washing feet, and of business meet-
.ings are_arranged by each local church to suit its own convenience. .. TR
". . 'Each'church is required to observe the ordinance. Foot washing follows:the
Lord’s Supper. - N ’ ' L . T TR
.~ Conference or business meetings are opened and closed with suitable devotional
exercises, The pastor acts as moderator of the business meetings of the church.” In
the absence of the pastor the church may meet when necessary and attend to ordinary
business; but no member is excluded in the absence ‘of the pastor. - ST

CHURCH COVENANT -

Having been brought, as we believe, by the divine ‘grace to accept the Lord Jesus

- Christ as our Saviour and Preserver, we do now solemnly and joyfully covenant ‘and
agree, by God’s help, to walk in brotherly love. .- o e : L
: We, therefore, enter into covenant as members of this church:and as-Christians,

" that we will watch over each other in love, sharing together each other’s joys and

sorrows; that we will not forsake the assembling of ourselves.together, nor quit the

great duty of prayer for ourselves and others; that by divine assistance we will en- = -

deavor to bring to those under our care in the nurture and admonition of the Lord;
that in all things we will strive to exemplify our profession by a corresponding prac-
tice, to abstain from all sinful conformity to.the world, to be just:in. cur dealings,
faithful in our engagements and exemplary in all our deportment; that we will
abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage; that we will sus-
tain the worship, ordinance, . discipline and doctrine of the church; that we.will ‘con-
fribute cheerfully, according to our ability, to the support of the ministry, the expense
of the church, the relief of the poor and the general spread. of the Gospel.

.- In keeping this solemn Covenant.may we ever enjoy the blessings and’ presence

_of the great Head of the Church: #_;,4 :
,,"/ 0 (9)’




RECEPTION OF MEMBERS . ‘ .

Any person who gives ‘evidence of a change of heart, professes faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and has been 1mmersed by a proper administrator, church covenant
read, explamed and accepted, is received into membership by a- vote of the church.

’From other churches, immersed persons are received by letter. . No one against

‘whom any valid objection is made is received to membershlp “When any member .

-objects to the reception of an applicant, the matter is deferred until the church can
ascertain the nature of the objection. If, in-the opinion of the church, the objec-
tion is not a valid one, the applicant may ‘be received... Excluded members are re-
‘ceived again only when they confess their errors and give evidence of repentance.

Persons ‘excluded from other churches are not received, unless it be made ,evident .

that they were excluded upon unjustifiable grounds. - The hand -of fcllowshlp is
extended to all who are received into the membership of the church -

THE' MINISTRY -

1. ‘No member of our connection shall be at liberty to take u’)on hlmself the
. public ministry of the Word, unless he feels divinely called; and mal\e report of the
same to the church to which he belongs, and if the church shall be satisfied” with his
quahﬁcatlons, and call of such person, then she may grant said pelson the lmelty
to exermse his gifts by exhortation for twelve months, -

-If they prove satisfactory to the church, they shall be recommended to - the
Quarterly Meeting, .if satisfactory to same, may license said. apphcants or recommend
1éhem tlo the Ordalmng Council,. and shall be ordamed if proven sati sfactory to the

ounci .
oo 8. The’ Ordammg Counc1l must be apcmted by the Yearly Meetmg Three
‘ordainéd ministers from each Quarterly" Meeting shall-serve for a period of twelve

months. . :Any three may transact thc busmess of exammmg the’ apphcants mr«

‘ordination.’

) -4, When -a minister. of-another denommatwn wxshes to umte \v.th the F rcewxll
Baptlst Church, he must first join. this church, Then. the: proceedmgs ate. the same
as with llcentlates 'which is as follows:

i - When he. feels D1vmely called. he is - glven a. hcensc by Pastor of the «Churzh to
Wmch he belongs. Then he is free to.eXercise his gift by. exhortation for a period
of twelve months.- If proven satisfactory.he is.recommended to the Quaiterly Meet-
ing by said“Church..” Then from the Quarterly Mecting to the Ordaining Council.. If

proven satisfactory then he is or(_lamed 0therw1se he is granted a new license’ to

T

exhort for twelve months more.: .
5. Any minister leaving the Freewxll Baptlst Church and desnﬂnw to .be-rein-
statéd EHall be dealt with as:though . they had never belonge;i to the' chu.ch i
., 6. Ifa minister’becomes dlsorderly, or preaches a doctrine contiary.to’ the . Frec-
will Ba‘f)tlst falth, the minister may at once be’called to quéstion by the church offended.
They must_be given.a fair and impartial trial, by .evidence -majnly by ‘the’ Freewill
'Baptlst ‘mefiibers; if the char: ges shall ‘be. sustamed ‘they shall be dealt with as, follows:
The. chqxches hgne the exclusive, rlght to; deal wlth the ministers under thexr

© T earer
If the chid¥ges are agamst a hcentnte, 1t must be repox..ed to the Quarterly

Meeting, and their decision.shall.be: final.
7. _Any ordained minister of the Freewill Baptlsts may .serve, the church .in tl‘e
absence of the pastor, in every Gospel ‘order: requlred of” “him- by the ‘church SR

ORGANIZATION OF QUARTERLY; MEETJNG

* 20Two -or more_ churches! wishing ‘to: organize::a: Quarterly” Meetmo' shall appomt
three delegates” fortthat purpoése and” requestof -an- adJommg Quartellyl Megting:a
councﬂ of not Iess than fiver members ahd ong: ordamed nnmster whxch will meet”thh
..1 N -l Pada] N . FaS BV SR ¢ ST N 7",,' M
“g0 To examine the delegates réspectmg the Christian: characte1 and doctrmes nf
thexr respective chiurches, and the reason “for such an or«amzatlon as desxred
v 2 ?The right*hand: of fellowship and. consecrating prayer:: - i1 Y

8... The e’ectlon of a modemtor, clerk, and treasurer, and then proceed' with .

'Such Busihess as may’come before”it): : B Liovnd oG,
4z ’Delegc.tes are-elected to some Yeally Meehng or Assomatlon of Lhe Freewﬂl

Baptlsfs, and mstructed for membershlp m one body e Vo '_J ‘
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ARTICLES OF FAITH

; We beheve that there is but one living, true and eternal God the Father, of

; whom are ‘all things from  everlasting to everlastmg, glorlous and 1mmutable m all

HIS attmbutes I Cor. 8:6; Isa. 40:28. - o

. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Chnst by whom all thmgs, the
~only begotten Son of ‘God, born of the Virgin -Mary,’ whom God freely sent.into this’

- world, because of the’ great love wherewith He loved the world; and Christ as freely :°

.gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death for every, man; "who was ‘buried. and -

<" rose ‘again the third day, and ascended into- heaven, from whence we look. for hlmg
: the second time in’ the clouds of heaven at the last day to. judge both the quick and |
dead.—I Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev.-1:17; - Acts 24:15; I John 2:2. .
o E 80 We believe: that there is one Holy Ghost the precious' gift of . the Father,',ﬁ

through his dear Son, ‘unto the World, who qulckened and drawéth sinners home to ;
" God.—S8t. John-16 7, 8;-Acts 2:b; Eph. 2:1; Eph. 4:4-6.

.. We believe in" the begmnmo' God ‘made man upright, and placed him in u - :

. state of ‘glory: without ' the least mixture of misery, from which he voluntarily, by
transgression- fell,”and 'by.. means brought on hlmself a miserable ' and moral state‘ :
sabject to oeath—Gen 2:17; 8:1

-7 b, 'We believe that God is not willing that any should pensh but that all should

come to repentance and the knowledge of truth, that they might be saved; for which™ ’

end" Christ hath comimanded the Gespel to~ be preached among all natlons and to.

every creature.—Mark 16:15; Luke 24:27; John 3:15-17; I Tim. 2:4."

» We believe that no.man shall suﬁ‘er in hell for want of a Christ who died for
Him, but as the bcnpture has said for denymg‘ the Lord that brought them: because

.. they. believed not in:the name of the only begotten Son of God. :Unbelief, therefore,

“being the cause why the just and the righteous God of heaven will condemn the chil--
-dren. of men, it foliows against ali argument that all men, at one time or other, are
- found in such capacity as that through the grace of God they may be eternally saved.
—-Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; John.5:1, 10.

o inTl S We belleve that all people- reachmg the years of accountability must be born )

" acain.” Then by trusting His promise and keepmg HlS commandments “until the end

- of life, we shall be saved.—I1 Tim. 4:7.. -

: 8.  We believe the whole: Scriptures:are infallibly true and that they are. the
<~ only rules of faith" and ‘practice.—II 'Tim. 3:16, 17.

| We believe in the doctrine of.General Provision ‘made of God in Chrlst for - .
" the beneﬁt of ‘all mankind, who repent and believe the gospel —Luke 14:16-20; Natt )

°28:19, 20; Luke 13:3, b; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15. . -
10, 'We believe "that sinnets are drawn to God the Father of the Holy - Ghost, :
through Christ His Son, and that the Holy. Ghost offers His divine aid to all the |
human family; so as they all might be happy, would they give place to His divine
* teachings; whereads, such who 'do :not receive the "divine impressive of His Splrlt J
shall, at a future day, own their condemnation' just and change themselves with. thefir
own:damnation, for:willfully rejecting the’ offers of- soverexgn grace. ——Matt 11 17
St. John 6:45, 65; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 12:29. . :':,’
.We beheve that- men, not consuiered simply as men,’ but ungodly men, were
" of old ‘ordained to condemmation, considered such who turn the grace of God into':
- 'them; .and-therefore;. shall bring upon thémselves swiftdestruction; but we observe ..
that they, and such the Apostle saith because they-receive not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved, therefore, the indignation:and wrath of God is upon every
soul of man that doeth eV11 living and dymg therein; for there.is no respect of per- .
sons with God.—Jude 1:14; IT Peter-2:1; II Thesa. 2:11; Rom. 2:10-21. SRR
12, We believe that all children dymg in mfancy, havmg not actually’ transgressed
against the law " of ‘God,.in their own persons, are cn'y subject to the first™ >
- death, \\h}Ch wos brought on them by the fall of the first Adam, and that none of
" them ‘dying in, that state shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam’s sin,
for “of such is the klnvdom of God”——I Cor 15:22; Matt, 18: 2 5 Mark 9:36, 37;
Matt 19 14, -
: We beheve that good works are the, f1u1ts of savmg falth and that in the
use of ‘the means of grace, and not out of the. use of those means, eternal life is .
promised. to men. —Rev:- 22:14;, 15 Isa.: 1 19 20 MMatt. ’7 :8; Jer.. 6:16; Luke_
18 34 35 : L : . - :
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14, We believe that no man has any warrant in the - Holy Scrlptures for justi-
fication before God through his own works, power or ability, which he bas in and of
himself, only as he by grace:is made able to come to God through Jesus> Christ;
behevmg the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be 1mputed to, all behevers for thelr )
eternal acceptance with God.—Rom. 4:24; Acts 8:20, 21. : L
© .15, We believe that all things are foreseen in the. w1sdom of God so that God
knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come -to pass upon.all:supposed condltxons, ye~
not as having decreed any person to.everlasting life, out: of respect of mere choice
further that He hath appointed the godly. unto life, and the un«od]y, who dxe in sm, :
. . unto death.—Heb, 4:13; Prov. 8:22-31; Matt. 25:31-46. - .. :

16. We believe as teaching - Gospel ordinances, :in;, bellevers baptlsm, laylng on
of hands, receiving of the: sacrament in-bread and wine, washing . the saints’. feet;. .
. anointing the sick with oil in the name of.the ‘Lord,: fasting, prayer, singing praise of
‘ X God, ‘and: the public ‘ministry of the Word, with every :institution-of . the. Lord; we::
' shall find in the New Testament. —M'trl\ 16: 15 16 Acts 8 17 Acts 19 6 Luhe 22:19,
20; John 138:5-7; Jas/ 5:14,. . -~
17, We beheve the. Gospel made of bapt,s mis by 1mmersmn and that behevcrc.
é . are the only subJects for baptlsm —Matt 3:16; Mark 1 9, 10 Acts 2 :38, 39 Rom.

6:4; Col. 2:12:.
i 18. - 'Wé believe in a general resurrectlon of the dead and a ﬁnal Judgment ar,
".. the last’'day:—John 528, 29; II Cor. 5:10." ~ o
r Lo 19. We.believe the happmess of’ the rlghteous is eternal and thc torments of |
: the chked are endless —Matt -25:486," ; S S o

S« BY.LAWS OF- MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE

A T -There shall be a Mmlsters Conference held annually i conncctxon w1th thc
s Yearly Meeting. . : g
S - 20 The- ob,]ect of the Mlnlsterxal Conference is to dlSCqu pomts of doctrme and
o examme the . Christian. character of ihe ministers.- R

: 3..- All ministers in the John Thomas , Yearly Meetlngs are requested to attacn%«
,"w ‘themselves ‘to_thé Ministers’ Conference. and must be governed by the 1u1es and regu--.. .
.~ lationg of the Ministers’ Conference. ‘- o
s 4 All ministers belonvmg to the 'Conference are requlred to report themselves
to the Conference annually, either in person or by letter or both.: .’ ‘
Any ministers failing to report for a period of two years, elther 1n person or
by letter, or both, shall automatically. exc lude himself from the Conference,,” . -
LAl mmlsters moving to another Yearly Meetmg shall take a.letter, of dlsmls-‘; o
sion and commendation so that they may properly umte themselves to the Yearly;'
Meetlngs Where they move.- : . o i BEN TEN ;

e BY LAWS , e
. No conference ‘shall be held with less than three ordamed mmlsters aneJ fom
delegates ‘belonging .to the ;Yearly:Meeting. <

"2, At the opening of .each’ conterence, the clerk’s books shall be presented and’
the proceedings of last conference:read.” . -
8. This conference may-at-each reﬂ"ular mectmg elect as many boards or stand-
ing committees as may be necessary:in-carrying out its benevolent purposes.: These .
shall keep a record of thelr proceedmgs and vnake a 1eport at each quartelly meetmgr
) of the conference. - T
! 4. " The conference may extend to VlSltln"‘ brethren all the pnvﬂeves of theiu
‘ -body, save that-of voting.. :
5. If any. member, in the Judgment of the conference, shall show anger m hlS .
discussion on any subject, he shall forfeit his seat in that conference. - .
6. No member of the general” conference shall be’ at hberty to Wlthdlaw w1th—
out leave of the moderator.
© 7. "The conference shall, al\v'lys adjourn by Vote ’ ' i Do
8. There shall annually be a commlt‘ee of ﬁnance chosen to set\‘le w1th the -
treasurer and report to confererice, :
‘9. Conference shall always open and adJourn by prayer and pralse of God -
10. Any motion must be made by one member, seconded by another and - after-
wards stated by the moderator, before it is-debated: - A motlon chall be reduced to
writing by the move or at the demand of any one member. - s ST <
11. All resolutions shall be submitted in writing. T ’ R
12. A motion or resolution may-be withdrawn at any tlme before a- declslon 01
amendment by the coni’erence _ S :




. conference

'.‘ good standmg Wlth h1s church and conference ST e T

R T

13, Any motlon or resolution containing' morée than one : distinet proposmon

- shall be d1v1ded, provided the call for a division be sustained by the majority.

14. When a member speaks.or:offers a motion- he -should rise and respectfully
address the moderator, confine himself to the questlon under consxderatlon, avoid all
personalities or unkind or _disrespectful language

15. When two,or more members rise to speak at the same txme the moderator .
~ shall dec1de who'is7entitled -to the floor. = .

- When a member is speaking no one sha]l 1nterrupt h1m except to-call h1m
to order, ‘ask’ leave to' explain or to' make explanation. The one allowed to explain
shall confine himself, strictly to an actual mlsunderstandmg or. language*whlch may
need explanation.

17. -No member shall speak more than twice, or' longer than ﬁve mmutes at
each time on any questlon .without -leaye 'of: the’ moderator whlch leave shall be
granted w1thout debate.

18.° All commlttees may be named by the moderator' by request of -the

19, The ‘member ﬁrst named on a3 commlttee shall be 1ts.cha1rman to call the :

commlttees ‘together, but after itis ¢onvened the commlttee ‘may, elect 1ts own _chair-.

man and secretary.

20.  Voting shall be -done by standmg up when .a-. vote is. close, or when it
" becomés necessary:. to count: the aﬁlrmatlve and negatxve, and m spec1al cases by
ballot.

21 The moderator in’ case of a t1e, may cast the decldmg vote - :
. " All: members should - vote on‘one s1de or ‘the : other, unless excused by the
rroderatm . ! i .
23. No- motlon, dxscussmn or' other busmess shall be admltted whlleL the ‘vote is .~

.-being taken. -

.- k24 The mmutes of the conference’ ..)hau be signed by the moderator and th{, -
- clerk.

25. Each Quarterly Meeting shall ask its respective churches to deal” W1th its -
‘members when necessary, according to Matthew 18:15, 17, )
) 26. After members accept the Bible as their rule of faith- and” practlce, then the -

_ right hand of fellowship shall be given, which is the door into the church.

27. If the minority of a Quarterly Meeting be grieved over the ruling of the
majority, they have the right - to appeal to the Yearly Meetmg, and its decision shall
be final. :

28. No minister shall have a vote in the conference unless he is a member in

: D “A. REEDY .
. rs.M._ McAFALL

. o o v . " .D.L.SMITH oy

L ST T ' ARTHUR CASTEEL"

T P AR IC IR JLAL BRI PR A c ‘RASNAKE "~ 7"

L e T WR. STALLARD’ .

. : THE ORGANIZATION OF A CHURCH ‘ ! C
1. When any number of believers.desire to be ‘organized into a Freewﬂl Bap*lst

" Chureh, they are examined by one or more regular Freewill Baptist ministers in ref-
- erence to thelr Christian character, doctrine and ability to sustain a church. If “the

examination is satisfactory. the applicants are organized- into ‘the -church as follows: .
The Bible is presénted ‘as the only rule of faith and practice.  The. Church - .Coyenant
shall be adopted. A prayer of consequence offered. 'The h:md of fellowship is glven
Then officers are elected.

2. There shall be male.members enough to fill the pubhc oﬁlces in the church
in order that a'regular discipline may be kept up.

3. After bemg thus constituted they shall be at liberty, out of the number of
regularly ordained mlmsters, to choose a pastor who shall preside over them.

(13) ‘.‘ ‘. - l» .‘ - ' N




: was kllled m 8/ mlne accrdent at Dante Va on June 5, 1947

~and when we pray he hears and an=wers ln ‘his own wxll andw

‘ mother, and several brothers & srsters, and a host of friends.:

of frlends to mourn ‘his loss.”;

: ‘Obituariesb

EDWARD ANDERSON L

Edward son of Mr. & Mrs Carl Anderson of Cllnchco Va

-

We know that there is-a God who grves ]ustlce in. all thmgse

way.

We trust that Edward prayed Every one that knows the Rt o
Worth of prayer, pray for ‘the Anderson famlly, wrfe and baby -
_ He léaves to mourn: hrs loss ere, one sweet llttle glrl father, T

'Aunt Mae 'Va‘nover :

"'CK DEEL

Jaek Deel son of Mr & Mrs Carl Deel 'i;was;:burned toiii:

death by gasoline-on the 12th day of Sept 1947, o

He was a sweet: and lovmg boy and was loved by all who -
knew him. IR -

He said to hre mother Just before hlS passmg “be stlll mot- :
her dont you hear the Angles’ singing”

We think that Jack must have been .’thmkmg and medxtat-
ing upon heaven and rmmortal glory

We feel our loss” 1s heavens galn : D R
" He ]eaves father;" mother, brothers and srsters and a host

- Mrs. John: Vanover. ..




A’v,)y«r‘: B Lo Cy

Obxtuarxes

Miss Betty Lambert daughter of Mr and Mrs thaa‘he Lam-
“bert of Tenso, Va, died- Nov. 7 1946 Makm»o her stay on earth
18 years, and 9 days.

Betty was a very sweet and lovable g1r1 who won many a-
wards fcr perfect attendance at Sunday School She gave her
heart to Jesus and it !was her -des1re to be baptlsetd but smkness
preventved : Pt

Even in her. sufferlng, Betty seemed constantly thlnkmg of

- her friends and classmates’ and wanted: them to know Jesus.

She bore her suffermg so. bravely, always praymg that Gods
will be done,

It is so sweet to know that you boys and glrls Who loved
Betty so deaily,’ may go xsee her someday, if:you nw111 but humble
yourselfs and take Jesus 1nto your heart as she. did. :

Thx; seemed to be the message Betty wanted to leave W1th '
you.

She left: 3, Father Mother two Brothers two Srsters and a host
of fiiends to mourn her loss, . RS B, : P

We feel our loss is Heavens gdin.! et ‘

' - Written by her Sunday School Teacher
- Mrs. ‘VIona Tlller : \

-

N KERMIT MARTIN

Kerm:t ‘son of Mr & Mrs Con Dee Martm of Long Branch '
" ‘Was killed i in'a ‘mine accldent at Clinchco, Va. June 16, 1947.
Kermit was a fine boy and was loved by all who knew h1m

I had- several . conversations thh Kermxt on the Bible- and he
“elways seemed to be interested ‘and always sald he was gomg to
- be a Christian, - » Coy
Kermxt lived long enough to pray He reahzed that hxs con- '
dition was serious and he trusted in our Loving God who -hears
and answers Prayers We know that God takes care of all these
things. . _ :
He leaves to mourn h1s Ioss a Iovmg Mother & I‘ather, o Wlfe
and step- daughter and several brothers & 51sters and a host of -
frxends : : - : .
) ,Written by: ,
- 'Mrs. John Vanover .
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GOD BLESS

* *
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