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'J.1he Twenty Fifth Annual Association of the John "Thomas 
Association of Freewill. Bapsist. : 

Officers of the Joihn Thomas ASSiociatiori for year 1947-i948 
Rev. W. R., Bise Millard1 Va. .• . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . Mod. 
Rev. J.C. Rasnick'Cfoveland, Va." .... ·' ......... ·:· ...... Ass't Mod. 

' Everett johnison Clinchco, Va .. :· .... :. ·.::, ... : ............. Clerk 
Ted Bise Millard, Va:· .. ·.: .... '.'.: ....... : .... · ... ·.:.:..·.: ... · Treas . 

• , J ··~ • • • ..- •• ~ • "~ ~ ' .. ' ~~ - ~ • 

The Twenty Fifth' 'Annual: Associ:ation of the John Thomas 
A:ssc1ciation of the Freewi11.Bapti.st conViened·with the. Payne Ga1> 
\Church at Pc3,yne G;:tp,· Ky. on Thursday, Sept. 1\1 to the 14th at 
11 o'clock: ' ' · · · ' · '· .' · · · · · 

.· ·. 'IntroctJct~~y S•ermon d~ii~ered J::iy L. D.: Mahhan and Monroe 
Hubbard conduding. service. Prayer W. R. Bise. Reading for. les­
SOil the fir~t ,n~ne .. ver.ses ,of the l~th 011:?,pt~r of Hebrew. · ·· 
. ~ Serunon ,Text: . (J,esus Christ, the; same ,yesterday,. to-daY,, .and 

forevermore) This was a wonderful message with gr•eiat manifest­
. tation. of.the Holy. S:pirit .. 

Thursday Evening Session 2 p;·l\-{ 
· •. Confereri,c,e' opened· with cpngregatiori" singing: 

Clerk having char,g,e· of Conference reiuf for 1ess6n the first. 
14 <ve1;.ses of the Tourth Chapter of Ist John. . 

· Prayer by J. C. Rasnaclr. :Clerk de;claririg Conference open .for 
. ·. -such business th:at might come befoie Association; The first item· 

• I' iwas' enrolling' of·. delegates; corresponding meiserigers, ministers, 
. · and visiting ministers.'. . ..r _ _ • .. . • . • - -

' ;. tielegat~: from· Dicken.so~ County Q. M .. 
Lu:ra Vanioyer,.Bertha St-ariley,--Flora Kleith, 0. A._ Kiser, Mrs. Wal 
ter Burchett,. I. s. ·cuiiiam, Della ElVienare, Mi1dred,Holbrook, Mrs. 
o. A. Kiser; Bernard Rakes; 'J'. ,1\1. Gr,eeri, Emerson Under,wood, 
Palmer' sioutheTland; George Lambert, M_rs. Henry Lambert, Snod~ 
ia Southerlaiict: · · · · · · · · · 

;,_ . .. _ . __ ... ; New Dul'in Q. 1'1.. . 
M. F. Hess, E. IR. Rasnad~, Cleve Dye, Ella Dye-. . 

Walter Whited Milburn Het·s 
r·· ,•. 

, . . Letcher County Q. M. 
Lura Wyw'-;i, Mrs. Linda. Caldwell, Lola Caudie, Loela Lowe, Annie 

. BaLsinger,,Lena McPe:aks, Rosa Haynes, Iim W-:,:n; c. o .. Caudell, 
Patsy Killen, Lenora. WJ;'i,giht, Mary Dulaniey, Bet.ty .Holbrook, Ho­
bart Castle. · '· · · · · 

· Ministers · · · 
Dickenson County·Q.·M: · 

W.R. Bise, Henry-S1mith; Luther 'I1aylor, lClyde Ree~y, •· 

·, 

\ 

' 
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New Durm Q. :LU. 
J. C, Rasnack, Clyde Church. 

Letcher County Q. l\f. 
Monroe Hubb:ud, L. D. Manhan, .Everett Potter, Alva Dingus, Er-
se! McPeaks, ·ciyde Huff, James Wright. , . ·. , 

The next item was the ele,cting of a moden.tor. Motion~ car­
ried to elect W.R. Bise, Med. and J.C. Rasrrad:: as Ass't. Mod. 

By movse and se,cond it was v_oted to retain Ev,errett Johnson 
as clerk and Ted Bise as T1·eas. · · 

Mod. was given power to appoint committees. 

Supply of Pulpit ,. . 
Melvin Killen, Chairman, Robert Mullins, Milburn !Hess:.·. 
Next .session of the Association ccnvenes with the ·vane View 

Church at Clintwood, Va. on Thursday before the second Sunday, 
in Sept. l!H8. · · ·' · · · · · 

It was voted to draw five per cent,"per 'member/from the 
Q. M. Funds instead of tlhe ten ·per cent to take care of -the Asso-
·ciations expense. · · · 

Moderator invited visiting brethern and' ,corresponding mes:.. 
sengers to .si_t :V,'.ith us. •as advisory members. · 

The committee appointed Alv,a Dingus and. Clyde .Church to 
fill the pulpit at 2 ·o'dock Thurs. evening. .. . .. , . . . . . , 

By ,moving secc)nd it was voted to adjourn t~e conference, till 
Friday Mcrningat ·9:30 A. M. . · . . . . 

Alva Dingus reading for l,essori 12.·verSes of' the 20th chapter 
of A'Ct.s beginning with the 123rd vei·Se. Prayer by· Linda Caldwell. 
•Using for text "none of these things m·::ive n1e.'' Clyde. Church 
concluding sc..rvice. This was a v,ery Spiritual Message. -. .. 

Thursday Nite Service 7:30 P. nl. 
Committee on Supply' pulpit reportedas folo,ws 

Emory V:ariover and Henty Smith io preach at this hour. 
Reading for lesiSon part of the 17th chapter· of St: John; 
Prayer ,by Aunt Mary Powers. 
Using for text "For ye are dead, and your life hi:d with Christ in 
God" . ·. 

Friday Morning Session 9:30 A. 1\1. 
IOonference opene·d with singing. Mod. r•eading for lesson the 

fourth chapter of Ma'la<chL Mod. called for volunteer pcr:ayer. 
Myrtle Stei;vart :responding. Mod. having charge declared conofer~ 

. · ence opened for any such lawful business that migiht C()me before 
the Association. The enrollment of delegates, Ministers, Visiting 
Minist,ers and Corresponding Messengers. Mod. C3.lled for letters 
from the respe-ctive Q. M. 
Diclrnruon County -r,e:3ponding. It was as follows: , 

To the John Thomas Association which will convene with 
the Payne Gap Ohur,ch, Payne Gap, Ky. from the 11th-14th of 
Sept. HJ47. 

' 
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Gr,e,etings: 
·. We,.the Dickenson Q. M.'.niet iwith the Counts Chapel Church 

,; .. on~ Friday. before. the fourth Sunday in Juiy and organized by 
~:'.·electing W. R; Bise; Mod. !Clyde !R-eedy Ass't Mod allld Clinton Lam­

bet and_N.H. Stanley as clerks. The following delegates iwere fro:in 
. their irespective churcihes. . . 

:. Charlie's Chapel ..... · .. ; ....... ·; ......... : .. Reported ·by Letter 
Clinchco Chureh,. Mrs. Rudd Patton, Mrs. Ev,erett Kelly: SlO'an 
Cold Springs Church .... Mr. and Mrs. B; L; Grizzle, Ruth Mcooy 

· · .· Mr.· and Mrs;' Bennett Kilgore 
. · · .Counts Cha'.l)el : . . .- : ..... : ... :. Aught Counts, J()lhn · & Cleve Green 

Davis !Chapel ..............•.......... ~ ..... · ............. ·Absent 
Duncan Gap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Piresent lby Letter 

. Fleming Town ............ Julia.Stanley, Lenzie & Hattie·Mullins 
:' · Ferby Church· ... '.; ... ;· ........ ;.:'.·;;;';~: ...... :.·;. c:H. Meade 

. Geo11ge'·s Fork : ... :. ; · .... ~:.; .... ;:,. :· .... ; .. ; ;':·:·: /: ~ .:. ; Absent 
Hamilton's- Chapel . ; ; ... ;·· .. ; ......... ; U. S. A. Staffoirid Meade 
Honey Ca,mp· ................ Mrs. Josh Rose Mr. & Mrs. Jim-Rose· 
Hubbadds Chapel•·· ... · ............... Mr.· & Mrs.,Connie ·Lane 

·. Lick Ford .:. : : . ....... ; ............ Mr. and Mrs. Hamp Vanover 
Martin's !Chapel ............... : : . : . : . : ....... : .· .-... Tom Martin 

.Middle Branch·.,.; .. · ..... ~ ..... ·.; ... ~: .. -:· .. :.:Mrs. Gaines Lambert 
· · . Grady R;asnack, S. S. 

Sutherland . 
Mill Creek ........ ; . , ; . · .. .- Woodrow .Jessie, Mrs. Chas. Lambert 

. . Harrison & Kermit Deel 
Pine Creek .... .' .... : .. : .. -.. ·.:.:.:·.· ... :-........ Present byLetted 
Pine Grove ............................ Mr. and Mrs. 0. A:·Kiser 
PiPin's Chapel . ; . ; . ; : ; .. : . . . Margaret Meade & Dewey Salyers 
P,uthers .Chapel.. ........................... Mrs. E. A .. Reedy, ~tella .Deel, 
· · .. _ ........ Oma.lArrwood & Joyce Re,e,dy. 

Rll!Chels IChapel . :::.·:: .. ·.·:::.·.· ... ,'," .. ,','; ........... I. S. Gilliam 
Rugby 'Chapel .'. :.·: .. .'.'. :::. :::::::·.: .·. -.· .... ::·,: ... Maxie, Kieth· 
Tarpon· : : . : . : ·. ·.: · .. ·. : .. ·: ·. : . : ·. · .... : Dcim Buhchett & Bernard Ra.~es 
Union Light : : : ... : : . : : ................. : .. · .. Present ·by Letter. 
Yates Chapel -,'. Lonzo EdwardiS, Cad. Yat,es and Mrs. Reba Stanely 
Valley ·veiw ... :. :: . ........... :· Lura ·vanover, Bertha Stan,ely 

:: ; · Flora K,eith, Macatia Lane 

. , .. _ .. Our Standing Is.As Foliows. . . . . . . .-
No. of.Churches ................... :.-........ ·: ....... ·.· .. :.' ... ·:··26 · 
No. of Members .... : : : ..... : .... : .............. . ·.: .'.' . .' .... 1284 
No: of Sunday Schools· ........... : .. : ....... :.: ... .' ....... ::. 21 

·-No.on Roll .. : ... ·; ....... ·: .. '. ....... :·;.; ... ;.~;· .•. :· ....... ·. 1404 
Average. Attendance ...... ; . ·.-............ '..; ;·: ..... : ' .. : .. ··. / .. 949 

: No. of Ordained Ministers ; .......... ; ...... -.. · ... ·~ ... : . ; : .. ; . ·23 
No. of Ordained Liciniates ............ .-....... ' ..... : • ; . ~ .. : · ... ; 2 
Value •of Chu11ch Property ............................ $22,70Q.OO 
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.W.:~ .. Bise:: .................. ,:. Mod .. 
:; ·. \, . • Clyde Reedy: ....••.. '.. ~• .. Ass'e: Mod . 

. N. H. Sta:i;iely, IClinton Dfl!mber, cletrks 

·By move :and second this letter'.was accepted an.cl' :I)a'ssed !by 
Association. . · · · · ·· · ·· · · : ... · ·· 

•. ~ Moderator calling. foa.-. next .lett,er .. Letcher county Q. M. re-
. p~onding. ' · · , ... : .. 

. It was as follows: .... 1·~--. ,;,.:.; v 
· To the John Thomas Association, which iwill ccuwene with the 

Payne· Gap Ohurch, Payne Gap, Ky •. from the llth.-14th: of S-ept. 
194'.l •..................... · · · · · 

. ' .... - ... ' ............ . 
Greetings. , , · ............... : , , 

··we, the Letcher County Conference -met with the Marshalls 
Branch' Church· f1.rom the ·23rd. to'the:24th, oi Aug.~ 1947, :and a:p-
pointe,c( the· roilowirig. cieie1gates to ·your· association. .· 

. . '" .......... ., . . . . . . . . 

From Dunnam· church· · · · · 
Annie Balsingeil", Dollie . E}\~a.noff; ·Jeneva; ·Radford, Nola Short, 
Maggie' Thomas, Mrs. ·C. 0: Caudle· · · · · · · · · · ·. · · · · · . . . .. 

Mickey Wywn; Burdine ci-iui6ii' Bili:v 'wywi?-', · L~~ 
0

LO,\Ve,, clliford 
Honeycutt, Betty:Holbrook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Marshall's Branch 
Mary Delaney, Rosie Haynes, Lenor:a W;right ....... . 

Payne Gap Church 
· Lena McPeaks 

Our Standing Tu As follc,ws: . 
. No. of Churches ....... ·; ................................................. '. ;·; ~ 7 

No. of MembeLrs . ; ... : .... :: ........... .' ...................... 464 
No. of Sunday Schools .................................. · ....•. 5 
No. of Ordained•Ministers ·:: .. ·::: ....................... : .... :: . ·.· .'.' .. ''. ... 215 
No. of Liciniates :. ·:. ·::::. ·. ·:::. ·:. · .. ·. ·::::::::. ·:. · .. \·. · . . ': ;-'., .', ... '. 2 

' Average Attenda0tce in Sunday ·scihoo1 · : : : : : : : : : : : : ; : : : •... ·. : ·· 425 
, : · · · · · · · , : Albert· Dingus· ·. ·. '.'. · .. · .. :·. '. . . . . . Mod . 

. . . . . . . ·:Johnny Sykes":: ... ::: .. ':.::·>. ,CleTk 
: ' ,- ,. ) • - •. '. • • ~ ~ • • • • • • • • ' • 5 .i ·-. ,:. ' .. 

. By move and second this !letter was accepted and passed by 
.Assoiciation. By move and second Oonferznce adjourned till 10:30 
A. M. Ministers Conference oirganized by retaining the same' clerk 
:and Mod.·Moderntor callmg·for letters fr!Om Ministers Confeir'ence 
_Dickenson County responding·as follows: · 

We, the pickenson County. Ministers .Confet11elice met with 
the Count's Chapel Church on Sat. before the 4th.-.Sunday ·in 
July. !Hl47, and organized. by. electing W. R. Bise,: Mod:, Clinton 
Dambert and! N .. H .. !Stanley, Clerks .. 
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The following ministeil's were ;voted .in good sta:µcting: 
W. R. Bise; J. E. Cox, Floyd Cantrell, Asa !Hughes, E. c; Kiser,. 
Willard Ma:rtin, Monroe Mullins, Josh Rose; Eddie Rose, Troy 
Robinson, Henry Smith, Alex Tom,pkins Bill Willis, Quentin K•eith,. 
Dodge Coleman, S. P. Davis, Floy,d Hill, ·w. R. Johnson, Willard 
Kiser,·Gecirge Mo:nney, IClydeReedyE: R. 'Rose, Maston Rose, D. L. 
Smith, Creed Stanley, Luther Taylor, Walter __ Hug:hes, A. N. Kiser. 

By move and se,cond this conference aujourned·until Sat. be-. 
fol'e the fourth Sundiay in.July, 1948,· unless ,calLed. together, by 
the Moderator. . . · , . . . .· . . .. , .. • .... , . . . 

W. R. Bise ........ ·. ·. : ... ; .. :: . Mod. 
· ·• N. H. Stanely ''.·. · ............ ·. . Clerk 

Clinton Lambert . . . . . . . . . . . . Cleirk 

By m~,ve and sec~nd this;lett,er was ·accepted ·an;d pasised by-
the Associ:aticn.: ·. r . ,. · 

· By mo,v,e ·and secon,dJ both Oonference adjouvned tin 2:30 P. M.-
Committee .appointed Albert Dingus K F. Edwa_r-ds for:the preach-

. inig hour at 11 o;clo,~k: Readin,g for lesson fir.st -four verses of the 
211st chapter:of Luke. Using for text "Preach the wovd.'; This-was 
a very impressive message and. manifestation. of the Holy. Spilrit 
was p::esent. Prayer by MonrCJe.~11:bbar:d: ... . .. ·- . -

. 
Friday Evening Session 2:30 P. ·l\'.i; 

Conference . ,calle1d: together;· by singing. Moct,e1rator . \having 
charge. Reading for Ie.s:.sori the fourth ,ch:apte1r:of second Timothy. 
Prayer by Luthe·r Strouth. · . . 

Modei:ator c~ll1ng for. such bcsines.s _ that might ccme: before 
the Ass?ciation._ First_ item was_ finishing_ the_ Ministers Confer-· 
en.:e ,w?rk. R,eading Minis~~rs report f:rom Letcher County.It,was 
as follows: 

I Tl1e Let_cher comity .Ministe:-s Conference was ,callel .to order. 
Aug._ 23rd. 1947. The character· of the f·ollowing mini.sters were 
passed as goo:d: . . . . . 
Joe Ba,nks, Porter B,r,e,\v-er, Alb£idt Dingus, C. C. Flanary, _Monroe 
Hubbaird, C: w. fa6in, L. D Miha6., .Erse! McPeal{S, F: I\1:; · ncse. 
Marvin Stnmk, JameG Wright, A, L,' Dingus, J. I. Terry, w. M. El-' 
kins, Ch:ai!'lie Gr.aham, Ezra ·Joihnson, Everett Potte::-, Clyde Huff, 
Robert Madden, Hubert Hill,,· Persey· Elkins, V. C. Ma:ni.s, John 
Akers, D. D. Moore, .EmoryVancive'I.". 

Albert Dingus .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Mod. 
, . . . :.') ' . 

·:; .. . Johnny Sykes ............. : '. ~!erk 

By inove and second this letter was aiccept,ed ainc~ . p,asr,e;d by_ 
the Association. · · · · · • 

Mo'derator ,calling for next letter. New Durrm Q. M. respond.:: 
ing, It -was as follows: 
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New Durm ministers conferenoe met with the ·clinch View 
Church, August 10, 1947, :and organized by electing J. C. Rasnaick 
Mod. and Faye Hess as clerk. Eight ordain1ed :ministers b·eing pres 
ent; '11heirr names were ,caUed and: each one ' rvoted' upon. Their 
charactors were passed as good Five ministers being absent,. their' 
chara:ctors were passed as good. · · · ·· · 

· Ministers names we1r,e as folloiws: 
J.C. Rasnack,·c. E. Sp,encer, M. P. Ball, rw. E. Rasnack.'·aofo.ian 
Kelly, C. E. Church, Mose Napier, Lee' Wilson, R. 'S. Ball, Elmer 
Hess. · 

.. It was regular moved and s,econd that we ,eleiet J. c. Ra.snack, 
Chair. ·c. E. Church and W. E. Rasnacl~ for the ordaining c•ouncil. 

. . J. C. Ra.::na,ck .................... Mod. 
· · · · · · · · · · · · . . Fay0· ,Hess .· .................. 1Clerk 

By move :and second this fotter 1W1as. accepted by the Asso­
ciation. Next was reading of tine letter from the New Durm Q: M. 
It was as follows: 

To the John Thomas A:ssociaticn of Freewill Baptist. 
GQ'eetings: . · · · · · · .. 

We, the Russell County
0

New Durrri Q. M. niet iwith the Clinch 
View Church from the 8th. to tlie l•Ot!h of .Aug.' 1947 aiid appoi.nted 
the-following delegates to the Association~ · _ 
I. F. Stevens, E. R. Ra.snack, Ralph Stevens, Bertha Rasni1ck, 
Mary E. iRasnack, Cleve Dye, .Ella Dye, Oria WiLson, Hazel WiL.;on, 
Lenord Dye, Mrs. Lenord Dye, Da;ve Owens Norrtla Whited;it F. 
!Hess, Gu~ Hess, Lula Hess, Hairley Dye, Klye Tompson, Milburn 
Hess, !Harley Dye, Oorb R1ay, Ralph Rasnack; Oria Wilson; 

_Our Standiing ls as follows: · · 
No. of Churcihes ....... :· .......... ·, ... ·.·.:;.: .... , .· ....... ; .·.-.; 7 
No. of Members .. · ............ :.•· ... : ....... >, ... : ...... ·.-:·:; ;·. · 2,1.6 
No. of \Sundays Schools ......... , ......... .-.............. .'; j 

No. of Ordained Ministers . : ..... , . ,; .. ; ... · ......... ; .. . ·; ... ;:; lJ . 
. J. C. 'Rannack ... ~ . : . ; . . . . . . Mod. · 

...... Faye Hes,s .......... : ... '.; ... Clerk 

Next was _the questioning of .tlie Quait~ly Meeting f~r-th~ir 
quota of minutes. They are to be distidrubeted as follows: . ' . 

New Durm .................. ;150 
Letcher County · ...... ; . : . : .... 250 
Dickenson County . : ....... .450 
Total . · ........................ U5O 

. The cl~rk was empowered to •dr~w on the Quartley Me8ting 
lfor their part of their minutes. And tlie 'cierk war, empowered to 
draw oo the· A:s:sociation to pay for minut,es: · 

By mov,e and second the Conference was a-djourned until 9:30. 
Sat. morning. · 
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· The Puipit Committee choooing W.R. Bise 0and J.C. Ra.snack 
for this hour. fileading for _le..sson the 50th Pslam. Piray,er ibyMay­
del Dingus. The~e was a g'reat manifestation the Holy. S!Pirit dur­
ing this hour of service. 

/Clyde R,eedy :and Enoch Rose w:as ohosern: by the Pulpit com­
m_ittee for this hour. of service at. 7:30 P. M. Clyde Reedy read­
ing lesison the 13th ,chapte[" of 1st. iCor. Prayer;by_Emmett Powers;: 
Text "Lorve." This was a wonderful hrour of serviice and a great: 

· manifestation of the Sipirit. 

Saturday l\torning. Session· 9:30 A. ni:. ·. 
Conference opened by 'singing. ' Mod .. reading· :for lesson <'. 

22nd ,chapter·of Re.v. Pr:ayer by Janies:Wright .. Mod: calling ·for',''. 
such bu:sine~s that might come. bef,or,e the· .A:ssociatlon. First item' i1 
was the appointing of icoirespondin~ messengers to various sister : 
ASGociations. They were a folloiws 

Southwest Va. Association 
L'. D. Mahan, ·Alva Dingus, E["sel McPeaks, Mrs; Mae Vano,vier. 

, Ky, State Asso~i~tirin' ', . . . , ' 
L. n,: Mahan, Monroe Hubbard. . ' 

Clinch Valley Association·· 
w:R. Bi.rn, Evere~t John.son. . . .. 

Next was the' appointing of ordaining Councils. 
• • - ' • - ' . • •• ~ ' . ' : - . • • < ~ • • 

•·:· :. ;Letcher County i . ,, 

L. D. Mahan, Albert Dingus, Chair. C. w. Isom. 
' • i i Dickenson. Criunty . 

E.' c. Kiser, Chair.; iW,·R. Bi:se, Ei.'llory Vanover. , .. 
, , .... , / ·New D~~m ·QM. "' , .. 

., 

', J. ,cf Rasn:ack; cliafr, "W. E: i:Rasii.a,ck, C, :E, Chu11cn ·. 
. It w,as unamiou:sly voted· by tihe Associatiori' to double the,: : 
·amount of C'lerks fee. Making the fee $20.00 'per yea,r. ' . . \ :• ,·, 

. . : It'was also unamiously voted by the association: that ori'sun~' : 
: .. foll01jring)h1e :Association W:ould be a Memorial fo~ aU the. de.:\ ··: :, 

cea,sed members of the Freewill Bapist. 'I1he' fii'st· Ger1v1ce;": begin-''.· -/~ 
' • : • • ',, •• • >J •• •• •.\: l~ ,. 

ing 1!-ex.t x:ea!J,_will·~e,.a gepi~ral M7_morial,for aH}hose that .11a".~,•~ ·•. ,· ,, 
pas~ed a,vay. · ; -·i ._J, -~ -~,, :_,_ ... 1 l --- -,·;_. :~ 

This _bringing to .a clos,e the work of the. John Themas Al:,- ·,i . 
.sociatiion by mcrvie :and s1econi::l! this '&":So1ciation was :adjoui:ne•d till'': ' · 

" • . · · · '"' •• r ' • , • • . • • •"' "'..;' I : . • ''' \.~•• I 

. · Thursday' befor,e the 2nd Sµnday in Sept. HMS. unle~s•icalled· to:.:·.' ,. 
gether'by the.Mod. rwhen ft·wm recon.vene\vith th~ Va_lley View'.'· . 

1Church at' ClintWoad, Va. -· . · :1 • • 1 · :l·,- · ::.; .L: ·~ .. _< 

.. '.' -.-: •· Bymove·.and'se:CondMinistetsiC1onference-.adjourncdtilrs1f: :_ •·"' 
before th!e se,cond Stmdaf iii Sept.· i,9,43 unle.si i(!iHied: together' by.': : .. ~ · -:- . 1 

,; 

the Mod. when it will.recot1Vene·witlvthe Valley View Church at 
Clintwood, Va.·: · ' ···,·, · c,~ • . •: :, .,, ; . c:. !:;: 

Saturday l\forning''Preaching· Servi'ce' : .. ·' : . :/ 
Clyd~ HUff and cliirue' Mtilliris was .. chosen for/ thisthour: i .--· "' ~ 

Prayer by. Ch~~li~: Isom;,dycte., Huff ~usin,g.,for text ·~with ~me you' ''.: ',.; I 

can do anything." .,1,,, ·:.'; 
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Preaching Service Sat. Night 

Preaching by Albert Dingus and C. W. Isom. Reading for les:­
son 3rd. ,clhapter of 11st. Cor. Using _fm:· text the· 16th. verse of the_ 

· 6th. ,chapter of Jeremiah . 
• ·Preaching Service Sunday at 11:00 O'clock 

Rreaiching· by Edd: R•ose and L.' D. Mahan, Reading for ·les­
son the 3rd. chapter of Rev. Using for tert the 4th verse of the'. 
lesson read. · · 

YEARLY MEE.TING CONSTITUTION AND_ BY-LAWS 
We, the. members of the -Freewill Baptist Church, in order to form· a more per­

fect union and promote Christ's kingdom, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the John Thomas Yeady Meeting. _ .·· . . . .,. - _ . 

. Article'l.: This Yearly Meeting shall be called the John Thomas Yearly Meet­
ing, and shall be composed of such, regularly ,organized and well disciplined ·Freewill 
Baptist Quarterly Meetings, conveniently locatecl, as may-_embody. themselves under 

- the Constitution. . · 
Article 2. '!'he Conference of this- Yearly Meeting shall be composed of min­

isters and delegates who are members of the Quarterly meetings, each Quarterly 
Meeting being ,entitled to three delegates from each church. 

Article s:· The ·officers of this -Yearly Meeting shall be a clerk, treasurer, and 
moderator, and shall be. chosen at every session of the Yearly Meeting, with such 
assistant as may be found necessary. . _ . . . - . . · _ . 

, ;' Article '4, ·~Any wen organized and well regulated Freewill Baptist Quarterly 
Meeting, composed of such churches as conform to. the usages·and adopt ·the doctrines 
of the Freewill .Baptist denominations, as published -in the. mi_nutes-· of the John 
Thomas Yearly Meeting, and are in favor of the benevolent enterprises ·of the denomi­
natio'n, may at any time, on application, by·yote -of this Yearly Meeting, become n 
mefuber·thereof.' ·, _ - _ . . . · . . · , · , .. ·. " · 

· Article-.$ .. This Yearly. Meeting shall have ·power to discipline· the. Quarterly 
Meetings of '.\'hi6h it is composed, and to exclude them for disorderly wo:rk if their 
labor proves unsuccessful. . . . . . . · · . . · , . - - · • . · -- · · . 

Article 6. The session of this Yearly Meetin6 shall convene on Thursday before 
the· second Sunday in September, at which time it shall be the duty of the Quarterly 
Meetings of which th~ Yearly Meeting is composed to represent themselves by dele- -
gates, and report their standing, prospects and statistics . by letter; at which time 
the Yearly Meeting shall· act on such questions -and topics as may be referred to it 
by its respective Quarterly Meetings, and transact. such other business. not repugnant 
to. this Constitution, nor the usages of· the ·denomination, as· in its_ judgment may 
promote the cause of Christ and the interest of the churches· and Quarterly· Meeting~ 
within the limits of the Yearly Meeting. . "' . · 

.Article 7. The Yearly Meeting shall have power. to. adopt any regulation or 
by~laws, not inconsistent with the Constitution;· ,vhich may be deemed essential to the 
further regulations of its sessions. _ _ _ · · · · 

Article 8. This Conference shall not recognize any minister or delegate unless 
they comply with the constitution and by-laws ·thereof. • . · . .. . . , 

Article 9. E'ach Quarterly Meeting shall send to the.Yearly Meeting, with their 
annual letters, funds equal to ten cents_ ( 10c) per member in said Quarterly Meet-
ing; said funds to be used in meeting expenses of the Yearly Meeting. · _ 

Article 10. The ·Constiution may be altered or_ amended by a vote of four­
fifths of the ministers and delegates present at any session, notice of such intended 
alterations-having been given and recorded .at the next previous session. 

DISMISSION .OF MEMBERS 
Only members in good standing are, dismissed from the church,· and these for no 

other reason than to unite with sorr.e other hcurch. Such members receive lette!·s 
of honorable dismission and commendation, but. are under the watch . care of the" 
same church until they are received into some other. A withdrawal without such 
letter of commendation is equivalent to excommunication, and treated as -such by 
the church. · 
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OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 

.· The officers of a church. are a Board of Trustees, Clerk Treasurer Deacons· and 
Deaconesses, Finance Committee, and Pastor. ' · • ' 

B<;>ard <;>f Trustees.-The duty of th_e trust.ees shall be to hold, _title t_o · all prop­
~rty, e1th_er m _fee or gift, and to mair.ita!n all rip;hts to same, to convey mid property 
m the d1scret10n of a four-fifth maJonty of those present, at a ·regular quarterly 
meeting bein~ announced at said church three months prior to said meeting .. 

· . Clerk-It is the duty of the clerk to keep· a church book and in it record the 
· ~hurch ·Cove~ant, t~e natnes. of the members, and all the proceedings of the church. 
m the exercise of its doctrme and Il'anagement of· its temporal ·affairs.· He· also 
signs all the letters and other communications made by authority of the church. 

Treasurer-The treasurer shall be entrusted .with the funds of the church an<l. 
it shall be his duty to keep a regular account of all the money received, and 'from 
wh?m, and ma1rn a report of the aame annually to the church or oftener if necessary, 
which funds shall be dn:,wn on the treasury only by the order of the clrnrch . 

. Deacons-The deacons are e\ec'e<l for life or during- good behavior.· They should 
he men distinguished mron!s their brthren for piety and benevolence. Before enter­
inf\' unon _the duties of tbei".' office they are ordained by the pastor or other regular 
r-iinister, ordinaticn consisting of _charge. l::iving on of hands and prayer. It is their 
dut; to serve at the Lorrl's table. to distribute of the bounty of the church amon~ 
its· needv members, to visit the sink, ·to assist the pastor in promoting .order in atten­
dance upon tte chur"h, .arid to conduct religious meetinirs in the alisence of the pastor. 
. .J~eaco.,css;-s-,-Thev rs:ist t;he _dea~ons and the finance_ co)llmittee, in_.visiting·tbe 

sick, m collectmg funds and d1stributmg among the needy members; and· enforcini:>: 
proper discipline among female members. · · · . • ':' 

Finance Committee-These have the· general management of. tp.e •finances of thi/ 
church, subject to the church's control. · . . ·. . . • . . · . · · 

Pastor-Each church elects its own pastor out of the regula'r ordained 'minisfors 
upon such terms as may be agreed upon between the parties themselves. It is the 
pastor's duty faithfully to nreach trP. \V_orrl. to }uwe the o-ennral sunerintende·n~e of .. 
the church, to be himself an example ·to the flock, to visit the members, especially 
the sick, as he has the opportunity, and to do all .within his power to promote, the 
religious .interest of the church which he serves, and to advance the cause of Christ 
among ni.en. · , 

MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH 
· The ·times of celebrating,the Lord's Supper, washing feet, and of business meet• 
ings are. 'arranged by each local church to suit its own convenience; . . • · · 
· Each' church is required to observe the ordinance. Foot washing follows • the 
Lord's Supper. ' . · 

Conference or business meetings are opened and closed with suitable devotional 
exercises. The pastor acts as moderator of the business meetings of the church.· In 
the absence of the pastor the church may meet when necessary and attend to ordinary 
business; but , no member is excluded ju the absence 'of the pastor. · 

CHURCH COVENANT 
Having been brought, as we believe, by the divine 'grace to accept the Lord Jesus 

Christ as our Saviour arid Preserver, we do ·now solemnly and joyfully covenant and 
agree, by God's help, to walk.in brotherly love. . · .. · 

We, therefore, enter into covenant as members of this church:and as·Christians, 
that we will watch over each other in love, sharing together each other's joys and 
sorrows; . that we will . not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, nor quit .. the 
great duty of prayer for ourselves and others; that by divine assistance we will en­
deavor to bring to those under our care in the nurture and admonition of ,the -Lord; 
that in all things we will strive to exemplify our profession by a corresponding prac~ 
tice, to abstain from all sinful conformity to. the world, to be just in our dealings, 
faithful in our engagements and exemplary in all our deportment; that we will 
abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage; that' we will sus­
tain the worship, ordinance,. discipline and doctrine of the church; that we . will ·con: 
tribute cheerfully, according to our ability, to the support of the ministry, the expense 
of the church, the relief of the poor and the· general spread of the Gospel. · · 

· In keeping this solemn CovenanLmay we ever enjoy the blessings and· presence 
of the great Head of the Church; ., 
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RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 
Any person who gives evidence of a change of heart; professes. faith · in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and has been immersed by a proper administrator, church covenant 
'read, explained and accepted, is received into membership by a ·vote of the church. 
. .From other churches, immersed persons are received by letter ... No one against 
whom any valid objection is made is received to membership. ••When any member . 
. objects to the reception of an applicant, the matter is deferred until-the church can 
ascertain the nature of the objection. If, in the opinion of the church, the objec­
tion is not a valid one, the applicant may be received ... Excluded members are re­
ceived again only when they confess· their errors and give evidence of· repentance . 
. Persons excluded from other churches are not received, unless it be made .evident 
that they were excluded upon unjustifiable grounds. The hand · of fcllO\vship is 
extended to all who are received into the membership of the church .. 

THE · MINISTRY 
1. No member of our connection shall be at liberty to _take .upon himself the 

public ministry of the Word, unless he feels divinely calledi and make report of the 
same to the church to which he belongs, and if the church shall be satisfied· with his 
qualifications, and_ call of such person, then. she may grant said .pe1son · the liberty_ . 
to exercis'e his gifts by exhortation for twelve months. . . . · •.. · . 

• 2 .. If they_.prove satisfactory to the. church, they shall be recommended -to the 
Quarterly Meeting, :if satisfactory to. same, may license said. applicants or recommend 
them ~o the. Ordaining Council,• and shall be ordained, if Pi;'?Ven satisfactory to the 
Gounc1l. . .· ., ... '... . . . . . . . . . .. ; ·· . . · 
', . 3 •. _The· Ordaining Council. must, _be ap,cinted;by,,the Yearly. Meeting.. Three·. 
'ordained ministers from each Quarterly Meeting shall- serve for a period of twelvu 
months._ /4-ny three may Jransact- .the .. bus_iness .'of. ·examining the' applicants ior. 
ordihation. · · · · , ' ' · . · . . . .·, 

.. -4, . When -a minister of-another denomination- wishes. to :unite :with the Frcewin; 
Baptist Church, he must first join .. this churfh. Then the· pri:iceedings.a1e.thc same 
as with licentiates; 'which is as follows: __ . · . , . . . . · . , 
,,i~ _. Wl}.en heAe(;l~ Di,v,inely, ~alled_.~e is;giv1:n.a !i~e1;se by:Pastor.(!f thei,Chur::h_to 
wmch he .belongs. · Then he 1s free to. exercise }us gift. by. exhortation for a per10ct 
of twelve months.- If proven satisfactory,.he is.recomm(lnded ~o the ·Qua1tedy Mee~­
ing• by said.'Church .. J Then from the Qtiarterly Mcctin1( to· the. Ordaining Council.:; 'If 
proven satisfactory then he is ordained, otherwise he is granted a. ne\v· license to 
exhort for twelve months mote.'.· :· .. ·••( ·7-i ·, .~-: :, •· .:;;,~ · · 
. ...5 .. Any ,minister leaving the Freewill Baptist _Church and .desiring to .be- rein­
sfated ~Half be de~It•with as~ though. they 'liad n,ever belonge,d. to. the' church. . , .. · 
,,.;·: 6: .I.ra ll}in_ister'b~c?mes disprd.crly, or preaches :i.'qcic~!i~e c.onU~ry:to the.Free~ 
will Ba'ptist faith; the mm1ster may at·once· be called to question by the church offended. 
-T~~Y .. piyst

0 
be giv~n, a fair .,and imp:,irti,at tri:11, .by- -~vidence.-mainly b~,the'. Freewill 

)3aptist.mert1bers;.1f .the.clrarge_s ~hall be sustaml':d, they .llhall be_ dealt with as.rouo,ys.~ 
, .• :fl; . ~ Th~_..ch~I~1trs h,;,ive ,the ex,dusive_~ rig~_t; to ;deal ,vtth ~he !llinisters und¢,r their 
V.. care. . 

0 
, ,,. - ._ • • • . ~ , : .. , . • •. ·.... "· . " , ,, .. . 1 , .. · . . . · ,. r 

If the chatg~s arb against a licentiate; it must be r·epo:r.:ted to the' Quarterly 
Meeting, and their decision .. shl;\,11., be:Jin9l. :·:; · 

. -~. 7 •.. Any ,pr9-aip.~_d ?Iinis~~_r,,of _the Frcewil_l :µ~p,tis~s -~~y _S~!;'Ve, the, churcl)., in tl:e 
'.ab~e11r~ r o,f }r~. ~a~to~, 'l!J: ·ever1:, G?.~P:} :;or9_er :requ~re4 ?f"-~Hn J;iy t]je t~urch;:,, ·.: ." :J 

. ORGANIZATION Of'. QUARTERL Yi MEET~N(i i '. . ., '... ., .. , '-" 

· -~ .. · T,vb or· more church ea [ wishing : to, organize: :a, Quarterly· Meeting· shall· appoint 
three· delegates' for,that purpose ;:and' request,· of ·an, ·adjoining· Qtiarterlyt l\'Icotirig:·a 
council· of ·not less than· five:.members rihd one-:ordained ,ntinister; which 'will ·meetrw1th 

'.f •,.. . •·:i: t .... .. , .. , . 1". ·, - ·; .. i: ,-· ! 

' 1.' 1To· examine tlie delegates ~espectiiig 'the' Christian'character· a~1d~ doctriries ~f 
their respective churches, -and the reason 'foi.<such an organization' as desired.; :. ' 
i : ,,; 2?; Thi rir;ht~hand: of· fellowship and c·onsecrating prayeri · · ;v ,, • ;, >_L _'1·: • -c,., 

:.. p. · The e~ectiori· o:fa modei·ator,.derk, and treasurer, -and then' proceed: ,vith. · 
Iiiich'l:liisiness·as ma.y:c·ome b'eforc"it;: J • •: . ' ... :,.,,. ,: ,·, • -~ •• ,.·,;, ~-.' 'O.. ,. '• ·"' 

, .. ,. 4;' ·'Delegates .are ·elected to some Yearly-1\Iceting--or Association-of· the Fre_ewill 
Baptists .land instructed for membership in 'OUC' body. ·). ::.. . -. '•· ' ,( ': ., ·: '', !j ' J 

' :.:;;· :.- -·· (;-... I .1i:.:..-.~ __ -:. J: .· .. ~ .. "" .~;.. ·~ L ...... --· . -~_.-:- • it \ - ., 
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.ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

, 1., We believe that there is b~t one living, true and eternal God the Father of· 
whom are all thhigs from everlasting to everlasting, glorious and immutable in' all 
Hisattributes. ICor.8:6;Isa.40:28., , ', , ,,. ,.,, ,', 

• " 2. We ,beliE;ve that there, is one Lord Jesus Christ, by who.m all things, the 
only ,begotten Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary; whom God freely sent, into this 

, world, because of the great love wherewith He loved the world; and Christ as freely , 
,gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death for every, man; who was buried and 
rose again. the third day, and ascended into heaven, from whence we look for him 
the second time in· the clouds of heaven at the last day to. judge both the quick and 
dead.-! Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev.·1:17;·Acts 24:15; I John 2:2. 

•·' 3. We believe· that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of the Father; 
through his dear Son, unto the, World, who ·quickened and draweth sinners home: to, 
God;.:_St. John 16 :7, 8; Acts 2 :b; Eph. 2 :1; Eph. 4 :4-6. · , , 

• We believe in the beginning God made man upright, and placed him in ,a . 
state of glory· without the least mixture of misery, from which he voluntarily, by 
transgression· fell,· and ·by. means brought on· himself a miserable and moral state 
subject to <leath.---:-Gen. 2 :17; 3 :19. ' 

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance and the knowledge of truth, that they might be saved; for which· · 
end Christ hath conimanded the Gospel' to be preached among all nations and to, 
every creature.-Mark 16 :15; Luke 24 :27; John 3:15-17; I Tim. 2 :4. , , , , 

6., We believe that no, man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ who died for 
Him, but as the Scripture has said for denying the Lord that brought them: because 
they believed not in the name of the only begotten Son of God. · Unbelief, therefore, 
being the cause why the jusf and the righteous God of heaven will condemn the chil­

. dren of men; it fol10ws against all argument that all men, at one time or· other, are 
found in such capacity as that through the grace of God they may be eternally saved. 
-'-Acts 17 :30; Mark 6 :6; Heb. 3 :10; John 5 :1, 10. · , 

7. We believe that all people reaching, the years of accountability must be born . 
arrain. Then by trusting His promise and keeping His commandments until the. end• 
of life, we shall be saved.-II Tim. 4 :7. · , · 

8. We believe the whole- Scriptures are infallibly true and that they are, the 
only rules of faith and_practice.-Il Tim. 3:16, 17. · , , 

9. We believe in the doctrine of .General Provision made of God in Christ, for 
the benefit of all mankind, who repent and believe the gospel.-Luke 14 ;16-20; Matt .. 
28 :19; 20; Luke 13 :3, 5; Acts 3 ;19; Mark 1 :15. . , . ,. 
, 10. We believe that sinners are drawn to God the Father of the Holy Ghost, 

through Christ His Son, and that the Holy, Ghost offers His divine aid to· all the 
human fari1ily; so as they all might be happy, would they give place to His divine 
teachings; whereas,· such who do , not receive the divine impressive of His Spirit, 
shall, at a future day, own their condemnation just and change themselves with. their·, 
own damnation, for willfully rejecting the offers of, sovereign grace.-Matt. 11 ;17; 
St. John 6:45, 65; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 12:29. . .' ·· ... 

: 11. . We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but ungodly, men, were 
of old ordained to condemnation, considered such who turn the grace of God into 
them; . and· therefore,, shall bring upon themselves swift destruction; but we observe 
that they, and such the Apostle saith because they receive not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved, therefore, the indignation. and wrath of God is upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil, living and dying therein; for there, is no respect of per-
sons with God.-Jude 1 :14; II Peter 2 :1; II Thesa. 2 :11; Rom. 2 :10-21. , . 

, 12. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually_ transgressed 
agairi'.st -~he law of God, in their o~n persons, are cn'y subject to the, f.rst 

death, which wss brought on them by the fall of the first Adam, and that none of · 
them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam's· sin, 
-for "0£ such is the kingdom of God."'-1 Cor. 15 :22; Matt. 18 :2-5; Mark 9 :36, 37; 
Matt. 19 :14. · . , ., , ' .. 

13. We believe that good works are the, fruits of saving faith, and that i!1 t~e 
use of. the means of gr11ce, and not out of the use of those means, eternal hfe 1s 
promised. to men.-Rev. 22:14, ·15; Isa. ',1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke 
13:34, 35. 
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14. We believe that no man has any warrant in the ,H.oly Scriptures for justi­
fication before God through his own works, power or ability, which he has in and of 
himself, only as he by grace -is made able to come to God through Jesus' Christ; 
believing_ the righteousness of Jesus_ Chri~t to be imputed to. all believers _for their· 
eternal acceptance with God'.-Rom. 4 :24.; Acts 8 :20, 21. . · - ,: __ ,. · . · _ 

_ 15. We believe that all things are foreseen .in the wisdom of God, so that God 
knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come to pass upon. all. supposed _conditions; ye~­
not as. having decreed any person to. everlasting life, out, of respect of m_ere _ choice 
further that He hath appointed the godly unfo life, and the ungodly, :who die in sin, 
unto death.-Heb. 4 :13; Prov. 8 :22-31'; Matt. ·25_:31-46. " · : · _ _ . 

16. We believe as teaching ·Gospel ordinances, in believers' baptism, laying _011 

"of hands, receiving of the sacrament in -bread and wine, washing _the_ saints_' feet; 
anointing the sick with oil in the name of the "Lord,. fasting, prayer, singing praise of 
God, ·and the public ·ministry of the Word, with every· ·institution ·of the Lord; we· 
shall find in the New Testament . ....:._Mark 16:15-16; Acts 8:17; Acts ·Hl:6; Luke 22:19, 
20; John 13:5-7; Jas: 5:14.- · ·. . · - . · · . ~- - :·;' -,- : "c .. · 

17. ·we believe the Gospel made of baptism is by immersion, an_d that believer~ 
are the only subjects for baptism.-Matt. 3 :16; Mark 1 :9, 10 ;' Acts. 2 :38, 39; RoTI1. 
6:4; Cot 2:12: . _ _ . _- · ,_, . _ _ " 

18. WEi b'elieve in a general resurrection of -the ·dead and a final judgment' at 
the last' clay:-John 5':28, 29; II Cor. 5 :10. ·. , -- . · . -- · - _ . - · . 

19. We .believe the-happiness of' the. righteous is eternal and the torments of . 
th~ ,-:icked are endles~.~Matt. 25:4_6. :C. _: __ . _ . . · _ · · 

"-'' . BY-LA\vs OF MINISTERS' CONFERENCE 

"·_ 1. -There sha_ll be .a Ministei·~' Conference held annually ni connection with the , 
Yearly,-Meeting. /-, -;,• _ : _ '. : _ ,, .. _., ;,. ___ : .. · • . .: -,. _. . __ _ 

,_., _ ,2; The-object-of the Ministerial Conference .is to discuss points of doctrine and ... 
, \ . examine the . Christian character of . the · ministers. , , · : - · •. . · · , 

3. All ministers in the John Thomas. Yearly Meetings are requested to attar fr . 
1 ',_ · thern.'s'elves 'to the 'Ministers' Conference and must be governed by the r.ules. and regu- ·. 

lation,s of the MinistE:lrs' Conference. _ . __ , . . . , _ . . _ _ . 
: 4. All 

0
ministers l?elonging to the <Conference are _required to, report -themselves :; 

tq the Conference annually, either in person or by letter or both.: . - ._ , .- . 
. _5: · Any ministers failing to report for a p_eriod of two years, either in person or 

. by letter, or both, shall autc,matically exclude .himself· from the Conference. 1 • __ • -: 

. 6. All ministers moving to another __ Ye;:irly, Meeting shall take a-letter, of disip.is~ -
sion and commendation so that they may properly _unite themselves to _the .Yearly 
Meetings ,.where they. move.·_: · 

· .1. No conference shail be held with Je~s than three ordain.ed ~1inisters and four ; 
delegates 'belonging to the Yearly,Meeting. . . .. . . . . . . 

2. At the opening of .each .conference, the clerk'.s .books shall .. be .presented -and· 
the proceedings of last conference read. . . . _ . ._ __ . . . . _ . . . 

· .3. This conference may• at each regular m~eting elect as· many boards or stand­
ing committees as may be necessary:in carrying out .its benevolent purposes. TheEe 
shall keep a l'_ecord of .their proceedings and make a report at each quarterly meeting · 
of the cpnference. · _ • _- · • , ._ · :.. ·_ -, : . _ • 

· 4. The conference may extend to visiting· brethren all the privileges •of the 
-body, save that of voting. _ __ · _ _ _ . . 

5. If any. member, in ·the judgment. of the· conference, shall show anger in his . 
discussion on any subject, he shall forfeit his seat in that conference.:· - . . _ 

. 6. No member of the general conference shall be at liberty fo ,vithdraw with-
out leave of the moderator. _ .· . · .. ' · ' · 

. 7. The conference shall. always adjourn by vote. 
8. There shall annually be a committee of finance chosen to settle with the 

treasurer and report to conference. 
· 9. Conference shall always open and adjourn by- prayer and praise of God .. 

10. Any motion must be made by one member, seconded by ano,her arid -after­
wards stated by the moderator, before it is debated.· -A -motion- shall be reduced to 
writing by the move or at the demand of any one member. - : · · 

11. All resolutions shall be submitted in writing. . •· , .... ,. 
12. A motion or resolution may-'be withdrawn at any time before a decision or 

amendment by the conference. · · 
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13. Any motion or resolution containing more than one distinct proposition 
shall be divided, provided the call for a division be sustained by the majority. 

14. When a member speaks -or. oITers a motion- be should rise and respectfully 
address the· moder::i.tor, confine 'himself to the'•question under consideration, avoid all 
personalities or unkind or disrespectful language. 

15. When two or more members rise to speak at ,the same time· th~ moderator 
shall decide·who'is~'entitled to the floor. - · . ' · ::, -; ,· ·, .! . .,; - •· 

16.' Wheri a membei; is speaking ,no one shall· interrupt him ~except' to ·call him 
to order; 'ask leave to' explain or to· make explanation. The one allowed to explain 
shall confine himself strictly•to .an actual misunderstanding·or ·1angU:ageiwhich may 
need explanation. · · · _ :·, ..•.. , !. • :: 

17. No member shall speak more than twice, or :longer"than five minutes at 
each time on. any question without ·lea ye : bf: the· moderator; '.which leave shall be 
granted without'debate. ,. · · · · · ,. · .. , , , , , , -

18. • All committees may be named by the moderator; by re·quest ·of the 
-};!(?nferenc_e. :,(. p_

1 
,::, t .~ ._,;-~ : ••. _,:,t n< __ : .. . .· · , ·:. :.·· :: ·.., __ :. · /· . 

· ·. 19. · The member · first named on a committee· shall, be· its. chairman: to . call the · .,. 
co'lllmittees•tog'ether, but after it•is convened the committee m'ay efoct its own· chair- .•.• ,_ 
man and secretary. · :-· .• ~ - · · '"·-,::•. .· · • 

. 20. Voting shall be done by standing up when .a· .vote_: is. close; or ·when it · 
becci'm!\s necessary tci corint::the ·affirmative and negative, and in special' cases by. · , i 
ballot. . ' ·,:. - l', .. .-. '" _· . . :, .· ·.• ;._.·, .. ·' ; t' I 

21. The moderator, in' case of 'a: t.ie, inay cast the deciding vote. •~ ., .. 
2. · All: members should vote on:-one · side or the :other, unless ·excused by· the 

n:oderatoi·'. · . . . . - . , · · ·. · ,·. · : - · '; .· , ·' ' .. · . · • · · · - • ~1 ', • 

23. No motion,' 'discussion': or" other business shall fie admitted. while'•the ·vote is 
.·being taken. ; . ,· .- .. "'- , ~- .. 

24. The mintites of the. conference ·shall be signed by the moderator and the 
clerk. · . :. • _ • '· ~ : 

. 25. Each Quarterly Meeting shall ask its respective churches to deal· with it;.:; ' · 
i 

I 
members when necessary, according to Matthew 18 :15, 17. '· · , ._ . · · - . 
· 26. After members accept the Bible as their rule of faith and··practice; then t},e 

. ! 

right hand of fellowship shall be giv"en, which is the door into the church. 
27. If the minority of a Quarterly Meeting be grieved over the ruling of the 

majority, they have the right to appeal to the Yearly Meeting, and its decision shall 
be final. - . · .' · . 

28. No minister shall have a vote in the conference unless he is a member in 
good standing with ,his church and ,co_nference. 

,-:.·, ~ !. :; I '._: '.','/ • _, •. ' .. ~ ::...., ; , ... ~. .. . • ~ .• 

,1t __ ,,·,-•·.··,._, ·: :,, E;·A. REEDY,,,.· 
r S. M. McFALD · 

D. L. SMITH 
ARTHUR CA&'l,'EEL; : . 

' J;· c: RASNAKE w ' 
: , W. R. STALLARD ' ·:, 

• . ~ • • ! ~ l j 

. ;_ :; ' ' THI{ ORGANiZATfoN OFA CHURCH . ·:· .. ' • . . 
1. When any number of believers:desire :to be organized :foto ~ Fiee,viiLBaptist 

Church they are examined by one or more regular Freewill B_aptist ministers in ref-
. erehce 'to their Christian character, doctrine and ability to sustain a church. If 'tht;; 
examination is satisfactory. the. applicants are organized into ·the chur~h ·as follows: . 
The Bible is prescrited as the only rule of fai!h and practice. The. Churc~ :qC>ye_nant 
shall be adopted. A prayer of consequence ofrered. fhe hand of fellow!3hip ·is given. 
Then officers are elected. · . . 

2. There shall be male.members enough to fill the public offices in ·the church, 
in order that a·regular discipline may be kept up. 

3. After being thus constituted they shall be at liberty, out of the number of 
regularly ordained ministers, to choose a pastor who shall preside over them. 

I . • • ~ 
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Obituaries 

EDWARD ANDERSON 
t. 

Edward, son of Mr. & Mrs; Carl A~d~rs;~· of cffo<'hco/ Va. 
· was killed in a' mine accident at' Dante, Va. on June. 5,, 1947. , 

He w~s a loving comp~nion and s~~ ~nd wa~ I~~ed by 'aiit, \ 
who knew him. · · ,, , · · · · 

He ~lways had a'. bright smile ·and a: loving lio·wdy, for.every . : 
one he. came in contact ~i~h. ,, ,: , ·.,, . , ; :/(,,,L: .. ;·, .. ; ,.. · 

We k~ow that. there is,•a God who giyes justice ,in:1111 ,thirig:S: 
, • , , . . '<. '. , l, .. ,.. , ,. ". .. • " 

and when we pray he· hears and answers, in his: own will , and,,: 
. -• ' .. , .... ,,,. .-· 

way. ., ,. . , .· , _ "': ,.,.:, ,, .. ., 
We trust that Edward prayed; . Every ,one· that- knows the 

worth of prayer, pray forthe Anderson family, , wife and ,baby 
He leaves t6 -~6urn his loss: ~ife,.'~ne ~,;~~t 'little girJ;,-'father, , .:. 

mother, and several brothers & sisters,. and ~ host, of friends.· · 
' • • ~) • ' •; ; ..... : , ". -. > : •• • ; • •.a , • J _. •-- <._,, •• • ,. ; .' '. • • -• :•. 

Aunt Mae Vanover 

. JACK '1 DEEL 

. - . :·. ·. :.-.. '. •, -;-, .. ·, .··., .. >: . .I:' ! .t,', ;<··:. 
Jack Deel, son of Mr. & Mrs~· Carl· Deel, · was ·burned to 

death by gasoline·on the 12th day of Sept. 1947, · · 
He was a_ sweet and loving boy and was loved by all who 
knew him. 

He said to his ~other just before his pai:;sing ''be still mot­
her dont you heai- the Angles' singing"·. 

We think that Jack must have been thinking and meditat­
ing upon heaven and immortal glory~-·:./~: '. .. ,·.: 0 -

We feel our Ios:ds hea~ens gain.,.' . . . ·:, )' ',' . , .. 
·' , < ,, < •• ) • '. • ' 1 • ., . ,_ ~ .. ) . • • , • 

He leaves father; mother, brothers, and sisters and· a host 
of' friends, to· mourn his loss. 'i ' ·. i' ' ·' ) · ·· ·' · 
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Obituar(es 

Miss Betty Lambert, daughter o·f Mr. arid Mrs; Ohadie Lam-
-be1t of Tenso, Va. died Nev. 7, 1'9'46. Making her stay on earth 

18 years. and 9 days. - . _ _ . - . 
Betty was a ·v,ery sweet and lo'\-"able girl who won many. a­

wards fer perfec·t attendance at Sunday School. She_ gave her 
heart to 'Jesus and it ,was her desire to be baptised,: but sicknoos 
prev,ent•2d. · · · · · ' : · · 

Even in her°sufforing, Betty· s~emed ,con.sta'.ntly thinking\ of 
her friends and dassniates and wanted them to know Jesus. : 

She bo1,e her suff&ing so bravely; :always praying that God's 
will b'e done. · · · · · 

It is .so sweet to know: ,tliat '. you boys and girls who loved 
Betty .so de::frly, •may :go .see her someday, if you ,will but humble 
y,ourseHs and fake J·esu:s into your heart as she did: 

This seemed to be the me.:,sage· Betty wanted to leave with 
you. · ·. · . "· •- _ ; .: · · · · · · · 

She Mt :a Father, Mother, two' Brothers two.Sisters and a host 
of fi'iends to mourn· her. loss .. ' .- :, . ;t . . . . . . I 

We feel our lass is Heavens gain. . 
· · Written by her· Sunday School. Teacher 

· Mrs.· Mona Tiller. . .. . . - . 

KERMIT MARTIN· 

I{ermit; so·n of Mr; & Mrs. Con Dee Martin of Long Branch, . 
Was killed in a :mine accident at Clinchco, Va. June 16, 1947. 
Kermit was a fine boy and was loved by _all who knew him. 

I had several conversations with Kermit on the Bible · anc! he 
always seemed to b~ interested and always said he. was goin~ to 
be a Christian. 

Kermit lived long eno~gh to pray. He realized: that ;his_ con­
dition was serious and he trusted in our Loving God who hears 
and answers Prayers. We know that God takes care of all these 
things. 

He leaves to mourn his loss a loving Mother & Father, Wife 
and step-daughter, _ and several' brothers. & sisters and a host of 
friends. 

Written by: . 

Mrs. John Vanover -
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M P. Ball Davenport, Va. · 56·· 2 ... o ; 11 7 0 :,: 0 · 6 .· 400 ' . 0 . 13 ."I 0 .. 

E. K Edwards BriHtol, Va. .:125 · ' 0 1 .. .. 8 o. 2; · Os :.o: 2000 . $10.0!) -40 · 6 0 
· C. 1<.;: Church Sword" Crerk, Va. · 175 . 3 4 91 11 9 :: 0 ·, 9 :· 2790 $!67.80 o,-. 9 1 

J. U· Rasnake· Clevelarid; Va. a 10~ •, •• 3 3 3J: ·., 15 0 ~•- 0 ( .. 6· :1285· $534.50 Q 6 0 

C. K Sprncer DrilL Va. •157 • .,0 I 4 13. ' 2 8 0 ~.: 3 1000 $75.00 15 .• · 4 0 

Gonian Kelly Cleveland, Va. 26 · ... o o· .. 3·· 0 0 , · 0 '-:. -1 0 :- 0 o. 7 ·O 
W. E. Hasnake Council,•Va: · 96 3 0 9 j 

0 "·' 0 .·3. 400 · :::;2:::1 . ."lll o· .) 0 

L. D. ColPman Pnw Paw. Kv. 48 1 0 ... l 0 0 , ·, 0 ,, 1 . 300 ·$22.40 '. ti·.; 1 ·1 

Hobrrt ·Mrdd •n A1ock. Ky. :100 -- · 0 : 1 .8 2 6 ; < 0; 2 '. ·, 100) . $30.00 . 3 0 
CIYdP- Huff Mc .H.obertR. Ky., 75 · ' f) ·3 :60 25 0 1 ' 8 . . 2000 $75.00 :,0 () .. :1 

Albert Dingus Burdine, ·Ky. · 60 .. 2 -~ 2 -so I.'} 12 0 ,., 0 .. ·o 0 () . 0 .o 
D. D. Moore Mc Roberts, Ky. 60 1 1 ·30 2 --2 0 ', 8. 1000 .o ·.12: .. 10 -0 

L. D. Mahan Payne Gap,· Ky. 57 1 0 · 12 0 0 0 '. 4 800 O· ·16 .. 3 0 
Report For 1946 - t~- ' ~ 

W. R. Bise Millard, Va. 130 4 0 10 0 15 0 '2 550 $130.00 15 4 0 
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