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. ,., · _Of . , 
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·'Held With 

. . 
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. t: . , . . OFFICERS · , 
•. :M:od~ra'tor .O, •. : ... : ............. : .......... i ............. Rev. E. F. Mitchell 

. · , Route).,, Holston; Virginia · 
- Assistant :Moderator ........ ~ .. : .................... Rev. W. G. Henley · 
· . · · P.O. Box 128, Abingdon, Virginia • · 
Associational Ev~ngelist! ........... .' ...... Rev. Jennings Wilson· 

Route 1, Abingdon, ·Virginia 
Clerk & 'l'reasure'r .......................... ;: .............. Sarah B. Foran 

321 Bqone St., · Bristol; Virgini'.1 . 
1 

I .EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Rev. Elmer·Adkins, Chin ............... ; ... ' Indian Springs, Tenn . 

. Rev. R. N. Waycaster ............. ; .... Route 4, Kingsport, Tenn .. . 
Rev. Charlie Roark ................ P.O. Box 201, Abingdon, Va. 
,Rev. Jennings :Wilson• ... : .................. Route 1, Abingdon, Va. 
Rev, Scott Broyhill_ ..... ; ... ;;~ ........ Route 1, :Meadowview, Va .. 

,,, , + ' 

I ·.ORDAINING COUNCIL 
Any· three· or more ministers · 

' ' )'_:__'(• 

'l'he next sessi~n of the. J o·hn Wheeler Annual Associa­
tio,n .will conve1rn with Rooty· Br~nch Church, Bristol, 
Tennessee, beginning _:Thursday before the First Sunday 
in September, 1952: Rev. Douglas Offield and Rev. Andy 
Rutherford will preach .the introductory sermon. . 
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PROCEEDINGS 

Thursday Morning Session 

'l'he John \Vheeler annual Associati~n of Free ·wm 
Baptists convened with ·west Bristol Church. , 

The conference sessio.n was called to order by the moll-
erator, Rev. E. F. l\IitchclL . • 

The opening song;·« The Everlasting Arms." 
Prayer by assistant moderator, Rev. ·w. G. Henley. 
Fellowship was taken, 
Scripture lesson 3rd chapter Acts was·· read by thP 

moderator, who also read Rules of the Decorum. 

Committees elected as follows : 
~ . / 

Erecutive Board: Bros. Elmer Adkins, · Chairman; 
R. N. ·waycaster, Charlie Roark, Jennings ·wilson _and 
Scott Broyhill. 

Finance Committee: Rev. Joe Tolliver, Chairman; Sis. 
Virginia Brannon. 

Pulpit Committee: Bro·. Audy Roark, Chairman; Sis. 
Nannie Roark and Sis. Frankie Trivette. --Sunday School Committee: Sis. Gracie Helbert, Chair-
man; Sis. Bertha Helbert and Sis. Leona Chapman. 

Temperance Committee: Bro. Andy Rutherford, Chair-·. 
man; Bros. Ernest Carmicheal and "\Y. · B. Christia11. 

Obituary Committee: Sis. Thelma Combs, Sis. Dimple 
,J o.nes and Sis. Louise Gilreath.· 

Delegates Enrolled: 

"\Vest Bristol Church: Bro. arid Sis. Howard Hobson, 
Sis. Anna Hutson, Sis. Thelma Combs, Sis. I<,annie l\Iitch; 

. ell, Sis. Constance Duncan, Bro. and Sis. Howard l\Iiller, 
Sis. Jewel Sweeney, Sis: Rosa Sherman, Si_s. R. N. "\Vay­
caster and Sis. E. A. "\Vaguer. 

East Bristol: Sis. Frances Sykes, Sis. Ada Pendergrass, 
Sis. Louise Gilreath, Sis. Dimple Jones, Bro. a.nd Sis. C. C. 
Wright, Bros. Robert Carr, W. G. Henley and Bill Skeens. 

Rooty Branch: Sis. Virginia Brannon, Sis. Blanche 
Wright, Sis. Dorothy Wright, Sis. Sylvia Catlett, Bro. 
Clifton Vanover and Bro._ and Sis. Douglas Offield. 

l\Iount Olivet: Sis. Frankie Trivette and Sis. Nan·nie 
Roark. 
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Shiloh Church: Sis. Mary Lou Helbert, Sis. Novella 
Blaylock, Sis. Gracie Helbert, Sis. 'Maxine Murray, Sis. 
Charlie Aldrich, Bros. Dan Jackson, Parley Bryant, Jay 
Tolliver and Joe. Tolliver. 
· Free Zion Church: Bros. Charlie Roark, Prestop. Otey, 
E. T. Tolliver, Bro.' and Sis. Dewey"Foran. . 

Greenwood Church: Bros. Clarence Parks, Ray Blevins 
and Sis. V erly Price. _ 

Friendship No. 1 Church: Sis. Mei-iah· Gross. 
Pine View Church: Bros. W; B. Christian, Andy Ruth­

erford, David' A. Martin, Sis. Christine Martin, Sis. Carrie 
Gentry, A. C. Gentry, Bro. and Sis. Lester Davis. 

Greggs Chapel: Bros. Willie Gragg, Frank Littleton. 
Spoon Gap: Bros. Scott Broyhill, Jennings ·wilson. 
Cedar Bluff: None. 
New Bethel: None. 

_ Delegates from the Christian Unity Baptist Assbcia­
tion: Elder Claude Norris, Elder F. Carl Sturgill~ 

Motion carried that E,xecutive Board change from 
seven members to five members. 

Conference . was_> adjourned to convene back at 1 :30 
p. m. Closing prayer by Bro. R. L. Carr. 

Eleven O'clock Service 

Opened by singing, "Amazi,ng Grace." Bro. R. L. 
Carr and Bro. R. N. Waycaster brought the introductory 

' message, Bro. Carr reading for Scripture lesson the first 
chapter of St. James. Wonderful sermons were brought 
and enjoyed by all. 

~ursday Afternoon 

·• Opened 1 :30 by singing, "I'll Fly Away." Prayer by 
Sister Virginia Brannan. 

Meeting called to order by the Moderator,. reading 
from the 18th chapter of St. Matthew. · 

Bro. E. T. Tolliver brought an i,nteresting talk for 
the good of the association. 

Pulpit Committee report-
"\V e recommend Bro. Elmer Adkins and Bro. Ernest 

Caricheal to preach at 3 :00 o'elo(',k, and Bro. E. A. 
Wagner and Bro: W. G. Henley to bring the message at 
the 7 :30 p.m. service. . 

We suggest that this conference adjourn at eleven 
o'clock for preaching service, to convene back at 1 :30. 
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Obitu~ry Coniniitt~e, report- / 
We, your Obituary , Committee; wish to submit the , 

following·: , 
The Deceased 

Rdpty Branch Church: •Sister Annie l\Iiller ·expired 
,July, 1950; Brotl~et Robert Shaffer died January 26, 1951. ': 

Friendship· Church No; 1: Brother· Matthew Gross; 
expired November, 1950. , · . . . 

Greenwood Church: Brother Albert Lowe expired May' 
27, )951. ' · ;. . 

Sun?ay School Committee report~ . , 
' ," ·';J • ' , ' . 

"\V·e, . as your Sunday School Committee, submit the 
following report. W c believe, that all churches should 
have Sunday School and that all officers, and teachei:s 
should be Christians and able to teach the. youth in the 
way of the Lord Jesus Chri~t, and all teache_rs have, 
prayer over ,their own classes. '\Ve also believe that the 
minister should not·be· put in as superintendent, as their , 

·· job is to preach that the sinners may be saved and the 1 
Christians ba drawn closer to the ~ord. 

· Temperance · C~mmittee report- , . 
. I • . 

We, your Temperance . Committee, · agree that we 
should_ be temperate in all things, and stress total absti-, 
nenee from all intoxicatil].g beverages, motiori picture , 
shows, ball games, •worldliness· and fleshly lusts. · . , 

Bro.• Andy l\L Rutherford; Chairman; Bro .. Ernest 
Carmichael, Bro. W. B. Christian.· . t · , . , 

Executive Board report-

. We, the Exeeutiv·e.Board, have examined Bro. David 
A. Martin and found him eligible for license to preach;, 

We agree that 'each . Quarterly· Meeting be changed 
from Friday to Saturday. . · ' . i' 

, ' • I , • , 

_. "\Ve ask that Brother and Sister Dewey Quales ,be 
ordained by the laying on of hands. ' 

We agree that Bro. Claude Norris followed by Bro. 
F. Carl Sturgill be the speakers at 'the eleven o'clock 
service. · ' ' · 

We have. e;amhl.ed Bro. Douglas Offield and found 
hinf eligible for .Hcense to. preach. 
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' " ' ' I • , 

. ·we ask that the next' Quarterly convene with Shiloh 
Church,' and that Bro: W.' A. Howi1lgton ancl Bro. Elmer 

· Adkins preach the introductory ser~on. . · . · · 
. . We request that the annual association convene :with 
Rooty Branch Church, and that Bro .. Douglas Offield and 
Bro: Andy Rutherford~preach the introductory .sermon. 
Fin~rie Committee. report~· 

• ' Receipts of Chur~hes : ' { . .,, ' I ' 

· Pine Vie,v Church· ......................... : ...... .'.,-.... : ................ $ 
l\fount Olivet Church .. ;; ............... : ............................... . 
·East Bristol Church .....•............................... ; .. : ........... , .. 
. '\Vest Bristol Church .................. : .................... : ... :.; ........ . 
Rooty. Branch Church .... , ........................ .' ....• : ....... .' ..... . 
,Greenwo,oa· Church .. '..;;.u••···············;·······•:····••W; .........• 
. Donations .;;; ........ ; ..... : ........................................ : ........... . 
Treatise·· s·old · ............................ : ....... : ...... :;;.; ........... : ...... . 

5.00' 
3.00 
5.00' 

1

5.00 . ' 
5.00. 
5.oo· . 

25.85 
. 2.00 

. ' 
1.Total .· ...... ;.: ...... : .. \: ....................................... .' ......... $ 55.85 

·ne·ceived .. for. Orphanage .; ... : ............. : ............•... ; ......... 101.84 . 
Carried. for,vard · ... ~; .. '. ... , ....•...................... : .•..... ~···~·: ...... · 73.75 

iGrand Total .: ..... : .. ;: ........ ,: .................. ;; ........... : ....... $231.54 
Balance .in. Treasury ; .. : ................ ; ...... '..· ... ;· ..... '. ............ ,.$129. 70 
-Old·Age Ministers' ,Fulld ............... ; ....... : ...... : ............. $ 69.36 
Clerk's report;..;... · · 
August, 'Hl~l · . . , . . . 
Balance carrfod fonvard .......... ; ..... : ......... :.· ............... : .. $130.48 

· December 1-Q. C., G~eggs Chapel ·:············:.$ 4.50, ' 
· March 3-Q. C., Shiloh ............ ; .............. :.,..: ..... 40.85 
: June 1-Q. C., Greenwood ................. : ............. ; 31.07 

. . Total ~ece~pts .... :: ........ :............................. 
1 

, 7,6.42 

-· Gra~d Total ......... : .......... '. .... · ..................................... : ....... $206 .. 90 
Disbu:rsements: . . . 
·For· 1\finutes .......... :.: .... : ................. ; .. :o..: .... : ........ $56.15 
For Moderator ........ ; ..... L .................... ;;~ ....... ::.;. 20.00 
For Virginia Staie Association .................... " .... 25.00 

. For· -Treatise ....... : ...... S ... : ........ ; ....... '. ......... ,; ...... ;. ·3.00 .. 

. . For. Blanks . ..... :i:: ... : .... : ... : .... ; ..... : .................. : .....• : 1.80, 
. For: Clerk & Treas11rer •.... : .............. : ............... :: 25.00 
Mount. Olivet ................. :;.: ........ ,: ... ~ ..... ,............. 3.00 

Total Disbursements .: ............... : ...... '. •..... .'.. 133.15 
· Balance i:q.. Treasury ....... : .................. :! ........................ $ 73 .. 75 
Old Age Ministers'. Fund: Balance in Treasury :.' .. $ 69.36 
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Ministers' Reports 
\ I 

Received and adopted as follows: 

J. W. White-Sermons preached, 46; conversions . wit­
nessed, 6; miles traveled, many; sick visits, 36;. for 
charity, $236.55; enclosed for finance, $_1.00. · · 

R. N. Waycaster-Churches p'astored, 1; miles traveled, 
many; sick visits, many; received, $1,025.00. 

W. A. Ho.;ington-Churches pastored, 1; conversions 'wit­
nessed, many; sick visits, many; funerals, 10; baptised, 
37; marriage . ceremonies,· 12; re?eived, $1,979.28. 

, W. S. Broyhill-Baptised, 7; ser!llons preached, 9; con­
versi2.ns witnessed, 4; received, $9.00. 

Dimple Jones-Sermons preached, 5; conversions wit­
nessed, 3; sick visits, many; enclosed for finance,, $1.00. 

A. L. Prator!....Revivals, 1; sermons preached, several ; 
funerals, 3; sick visits, many; marriage ceremonies, 3 ( 
received, $75.00; enclosed for finance, $1.00. 

Andy M. Rutherford-Sermons preached, 12; miles trav­
eled, many; prayer meetings, several; .revivals atte.l}ded, 
several; received, $5.00. Brethren, pray for me that God 
may use me to His glory. · 

E. F. Mitchell-;-Revivals held, 7; conversions witnessed, 
150; ·baptised,' 31; miles traveled, many; marriage cere­
monies, {); funerals, 7; sick visits, many; Quarterly Meet­
ings attended, 3; associations, 1; church dedications, 2; 
received, $700.45. 

Virginia Brannan-Sermons preached, 14; conversions 
witnessed, many; prayer meetings conducted, 10; assisted 
in revivals, 3; miles traveled, several; sick visits, many,. 

H. H. Daniel-Churches pastored, 1; sermons preached, 
70; revivals, 2; conversions witnessed, 18; funerals, 1; 
received in church,, 2; sick visits, 10; prayer meetings, 
many; received,· $150.00. 

H. M. Whittaker-Serm"-,ns preached, several; conver­
sions witnessed, many; received in church, 1; funerals, 
several; marriage ceremoni~s, 4; sick visits, several; at- . 
tended a number of prayer meetings; received, $60.00. 
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Jennings Wilson, Evangelist-Revivals held, 11; conver­
sions witnessed, · 157; baptised, 31; churches dedi(lated, 

/ 2; funerals, 7; marriage ceremonies, 14; poundings re­
ceived, 7; received, $14.57; enclosed' for finance, $1.00. 

George Newman-Churches pastored, 1; sermons preach­
. ed, many; revivals, 2; conversions witnessed, 30; baptised, 

15; received in church, 19; funerals, 2; miles traveled,· 
manyi---received, $406.44; enclosed for finance; $1.00. -

I 

Robert Carr-Sermons preached, 75; revivals, 1; conver­
sions witnessed, several; miles traveled, several; sick 
visits, several; witnessed several healed; attended several 
prayer meetings; received, $100.00; enclosed for finance, 
$1.00. 

1 Parley Bryant-Churches pastored, 1; sermons preached, 
27; assisted· in revivals, 1; conversions witnessed, 22; 
miles traveled, many; baptised, 13; Sunday School, good; 
good attendance for service; church growing rapidly; 
money re,ceived-·gave to the orphanage; enclosed for 
finance, $5.00. · 

Elmer Adkins-S~rmons preached, 140; churches pastor­
ed, 2;. revivals, 3; baptised, 13; conversions witnessed, 
54; miles traveled, many; received, $600.00. 

J. W. Chesnutt,;.....Dcar Brethren in Christ. I'm sorry that 
condition beyo1id my confrol has made it impossible for 
me to be with you in the conference. The company that 
I work for has sent me to New Jersey on business. Church 

1 ? · pastored, 1 ; funerals, several; marriage ceremonies, 3; 
received, $50.00; enclosed-for finance, $2.00. 

Louise Gilreath-Sermons preached, 10,; conversions wit­
iiessed, 3; revivals .attended, 3; sick visits, many; _receiv~ 
ed, $3.45 ; e)icloscd for 'finance, $1.00. 

Thelma Combs-Sermons prea~hed, several; con.versions 
:witnessed, several; miles traveled, several; sick visits, 
many; prayer meetings conducted, .many;, revivals at­
tended, several; .enclosed for finance, $1.00. Due to sick­
ness in the. home, was' unable to conduct' other revivals 
asked to. , . 

1\Iotion .carri~d Bro. Douglas Offield be g;anted license 
to preach the Gospel for one year. 

Bro. Delirey Quales and Sis. Ailene Quales were ac-
cepted by the committee for ordination. · 

Conference adjourned for 3 :00 p.m. preaching service. 
-7-
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. Three· O'Clock Service I 

· .. Opened ·by .singing, "Free W~ters." Prayer· by B11>. ' 
,Dan. Jackson .. Bro .. Elmer Adkins. brought the ·message, 
· followed by Bro. Ernest Carmic!iael.; ·. . :_ . · . 

1
• _ • 

Thursday Night . 

-Bz:o. E. A. Wagner and Bro. w: G. He~ley: were the 
• 

1

ev,ening speakers. ·. . . 

Friday Morlrlng • Session " 

The confereI?,ce sessio.n was calle~ · to order by : th~ 
moderator, Bro. E. F .. Mitchell, reading from the 10th · 
chapter of Roman's for a: Scripture l_esson. Prayer by Sis. 

· Virginia Brannan. , Opening song, "Nothing But the 
Blood." · , · '. . . \ 

I 

. Fellowship · taken; . A letter from· -Pine View Church 
• requesting that the association ordain t,vo :'d,eacons for ;: , 
their church._ The· letter met the· approval and motion 
was <iarried, and Bro. W. B. Christian: and, Bro. k: E .. 

. Gentry were ordained as deacons for_ Pine View Ohurch, __ 
Kingsport, Tennessee: . · . , · · __ . . . · •, 

.Church letters received and read and passed on: 
Conference adjourned 10 :45 to convene back at l':35. 

. At this time the association .was happy_ to ,velconie 
Sis. L L. Stanle;y''and the children from -the F;W.B. 
Orphanage of Greenville, ;Tennessee.i. They presented a 

.. very touching and inspiring program which every one··, ( · 
was delighted ·to witness: A collection. of $101.80 was· · 1 

· .made and presented_ to Sis. · Stanley to · help• ~~ith ·the ,- · 
finance of the Orphanage. . .·. . : · , . . . 

·. •The eleven:p'clock service opened by singing, ."Amaz~· 
. ing Garce." Elder Claud~ Norris apd Elder F. Carl Stur• 
· gill, yisiting mjriisters from the Christian Unity Baptist 
Association, were the speakers, taking their text from 

, the Scriptur,e, Re:v,- 22. . , · 

\. . · ·· Friday Afternoon , Session. . 
' ~ f ' . ., ' ·, . , 

. Opened 2.:0o' p: m._by the choir ·from-the Rooty Branck· 
_Church sip.gin_g, '' Troublesome Wate~-s.' '. $cripture lessor~ 
2n~ c:hapter_ of IJohn. Prayer by·S1s. L. F.·Henley. -. 

Moved and motion carried .that the· ministers'. letters 
be received, and recorded in the minute. l\fotion carried 
that Bro. Jenn111gs Wilson ·•be retained as Associational· 

• · Evangelist. · · 
-8-



· . Motion was·· carded that 'the.' Q~ar.terly l\Ieetin:gs be 
changed: from Friday to' Saturday for the convenience 

· of all the ministers. · · . . . . 
. ··. Motion carried that.' Bro. David A. ·l\farti.n, ·Route 7, 
... Bo:x 72R, 'Kingsport, Tennessee; and Bro"' ]?an Jackson, 

·Route 2, :Abingdon, Virginia, be license,d to preach tha, 
· Gospel for one year. · · ·· . · · '· 

· Motion carried that th~ next Quart~rly convene :~1th · 
Shiloh 'Church, and that Bro. W. A. Howington and Bro. 
'Elmer Adkins preach the introductory .... · . .· . ' 

Motion carried that the· next annual association will 
cori,'.ene with Ro.oty Branch Church Thursday and Friday . 

. qerore· the First Sunday in. September, and that Bro. 
'. '; Douglas Offield, and Bro. Andy Rutherford preach the 

: • ' introductory sermon. . .. · . · . 
, , l\Iotion: carried Bro. Claude Norris and, '.Bro. F. Carl 

' Sturgill.bring .the message at eleven o'clock. service.: . . . . . . • , , . r 

. . Ro.Ii call' of ministers as they received ,th_eir Ari~ual0ar$. 
, , ·Rev.Charles ,:'foark,.~·············· P.O. Box 102, Abingdon, Va. 

· Rev. E. F. 'Mitchell .......................... : ... Route 1, Holston, Va. , ·· 
... · Rev. 1W .. G. Henley ... ;.;: .................. .' Box.128, A birigdon, Va. ' . 

. , ·. Rev: L. 'F .. Henley' ...... ;'.::: .........•...... Box 128; Abingdon,Va . 

. . '. Rev: Andy Rutherford ........ R 2, Bx 127, ,Kingsport,' Tenm_· 
· · · 1. .Rev: Joe Tolliver ... ~ ....... ;, ... :. ......... ;.·. Route 2, Bristol, Tenn. 

Rev. E. '.A. Wagner .: ....... : .............. 145 Hgy., Bristol, Tenn. 
·-Rev. E. T. Tolliver : .. ,.,, ...... : .... ,. ... 321 Boone St., Bristol, Va . 
. :Rev. Robert L .. Carr .. :., ................. Ge,n. Del., :Abingdon, Va.· 

, J , · Rev. R .. N, ·w aycaster. : .......... ; .... Route 4, Kingsport., Tenn; · . , 
: /., .Rey, Elmer. Adkins .;,.~ ....................... Indian Spring$~_ Tenn. · 
· · · Rev. Thelma Combs .. ·,. ·, · . ·. . 
·. ',': R~v::.Virginia ~rannan :.; .... : .......... Texas Ave., Bristol, Va . 
. . · Rev. George _Newman ... : .. ; ...... .' ........ Route 2, .Bristol, Terina 
, < Rev_. Charles Richardson ................ Rout~ 3, Abingdon, Va. 

;_ Rev. Jennings :Wilson.: ................. , .. Route 1, Abingdon, Va. 
Rev.'D?wey Quales .: ... '.·········~·;, 114 State St., Br~stol, T~nn. , 
Rev. Ailene Quales, ;; .. :: ............ 114 State St;; Bristol, Tenn. 

:Rev.'.H.'H. Daniel ........ L ..................• : ............. ·Telford,,Tenn. · .. 
'.,Rev .. H. M. Whitt.ake·r . ......... : ......... : .............. ~: •. : ... Bristol, Va. 

:_, Rev. J. W.'White ... , ........ : ...... :.: .. Route 9, Jonesboro, Tenh. 
: .Rev: P. L .. Trivette ; .. : ....... : .... '. .. : ....... :, .. Route 3, Marion, Va. 
· Rev:A. h Prater: ................... ;.: ...... .'.; 6th St., Bristol, Tenn. 

. Rev. Scot(Broyhill ... :.: .. ~·······:··_. Route 1, Mea·dow'view, Va. 
'Rev. De,wey Foran ;; ... ; ................... : .. 'Route 3, Bristol, Tenn. , 

· ·:. ·Rev. W . . A. Howington .................... Route 3, Bristol, Tenn .. · 
"\ ' ' . . . ;-,- 9 ~· . . ' ' 

.• 



' Rev. Bordie MeMurray ...... Long Island, Kingsport, Tenn. 
Rev. Preston Roark ............... , ........ Route 1, Abingdon,Va. 
Rev. Amos Pope ............................... Route 1, Abingdon, Va, 

' Rev. Cicero C. Norris ...................... Route 1, Abingdon, Va. 
Rev. J. W. Chesnutt .................... 520 Paige St., Bristol, Va. 
Rev. Palmer Graybeal .................... Route 1, Abingdon, Va. 
Rev. II. R. Rouse ............................. : .. Route 4, Bdstol, Tenn. 
Licentees: 
Rev. Parley Bryant .................................. McDowell, W: Va. 
Rev. Douglas Offield ........................ Route 1, Bristol, Tenn. 
Rev. David A. Martin ... · ..... R 7, Box 72R, Kingsport; Tenn; 
Rev. George Shepherd ......................... ; .... · Fordtown, Tenn. 
Rev. Ray Wilson ........................... ·. Route 1, Abingdon, Va. 
Rev. Do,vell l\ioore .................. 205 22nd St., Bristol, Tenn;· ~ 

· Rtw. Dimple Jones · 
Rev. Louise Gilreathe ........ Sun Set Village, Bristol, Tenn. 
Rev. Andy Rutherford ........ · R 2, Bx 127, Kingsport, Tenn. 
Rev. Claude Lethcoe ...................... Route,1, Ab'ingdon, Va. 

Visiting Ministers : 
Elder Claude Norris· ............................................ Marion, Va. 
Elder :F'. Carl Sturgill ........... : ......................... , .... Marion, Va. 

Ministers. received this year, 13; ministers dismissed, 
3; licentees, 10; ordained ministers, 32. 

Motion carried that · this conference adjourn till .we 
meet i,n the Quarterly Meeting at Shiloh Church Satur- · 
day before the First Sunday in December. Bro. "\V. 'A. 
Howington offered the closing prayer. _ 

3:00 P. M. Service 
Opened by singing, "In the Sweet Bye and Bye." 

Scripture reading, 14th chapter of Mark, by Sis. Louise 
Gilreath who brought the. message, followed by Bro. 
Parley Bryant. Bro. Bryant's comments were pertaining 
to the Orphanage and how ~his wonderful group of chil­
dren and their beautiful program had impressed him, and 

- how, his heart went out to the orphans everywhere. 
·we, the delegates of the represented classes, and visit­

ing brothers and sisters, offer our sincere and heartfelt . 
thanks and grateful appre()iation to the people of East 
Bristol and community for their kind hospitality rendered 
us during our stay in your locality. 

Respectfully submitted, 

\ 

Ass't. Moderator, ·w. G. Henley 
Clerk, .Sarah B. Foran 
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I,• Sarah B. Foran, Clerk · and Treasurer of the. John 
Wheeler Association of Free Will Baptists, do hereby 
certify these minutes are here produced correctly to the 
best of my knowledge and ability with-' such corrections 
and revisions as permitted me by the association. 

Respectfully submitted, 
. /s/ Sarah B. Foran 

CHURCH LETTERS 
West Bristo~ Church: 

To the John Wheeler Association when convened with 
West Bristol Church. 

"\Ve send as delegates our beloved Sistc·rs: l\1rs. Rosa 
/ Sherman, Constance Duncan, Annie Hutson, whom we. 

pray you to receive to sit with-you in your deliberations. 
State of religion, ,good; menibers received, 4; dis­

missed, 4; · total membership, 60; Sunday School, good; 
,average number pupils, 75; number officers & teachers, 
10; receipts from Sunday School, $4 76.23; paid pastor, 
$1,022.69; paid evangelist, $199.64; foreign missions, 
$7.59; paid orphanage, $100.00; publication, $54.95; min­
utes, $15.0p; evangelist, $120.09; visiting ministers, $40.-
07; Bible School, $18.50 ;. flowers, $12.06; charity, $8.60; 
receipts in for church, $1,812.59; disbursements, $1,725.-
99 ;. total receipts Church and Sunday School, $2,288.82. 
. Done by order of West Bristol C_hurch assembled in 

conference this 25th day of August, 195L 
· · Moderator, Rev. R. N. '\Vaycaster 

Cl~rk, Sis. Thelma Combs 
I 

East Bristol Church: 
1 To the John Wheeler Association when convened with 

the West Bristol Church. ·we send as delegates our be­
loved Sisters: Frances Sykes, Ada Pendergrass, Ailene 
.Quales, and Mattie Pendergrass, whom we pray you to 
receive to sit with you i,11 your godly deliberations.• 

' State of religion, good; members receiv.ed, 19; bap- · 
tised, 15; deceased, 1; total membership, 84; prayer 
meeting, fair; Sunday School, fair; average number of 
pupils; 60; officers & teachers, 8; valuation church prop­
erty, $5,400.00; paid pastor, $386.44; paid evangelist, 

• $168.44; home mission, $18.00; foreign mission; building 
repairs, $932.74; enclosed for minutes, $5.00. 
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· Ministe1s belo~gjng to -o~r church: Rev. ':Ro~·ert Carr, 
Rev.' Elmer Adkins, Rey;: w: G, 1Henley:. Deacons :•'C. C. 
Wright, Arthur. Pei1dergrass,' Edgar Pendergrass: '· · 

,Done. by order of Eas·t Bristol Chm.ch assembled in ·~, 
· confer·~nce. thii, 26th·. day of ·August, 195L . · · · . · .. 

' ' . Moderator'& Pastor; Rev. Georg</N~,vinan I, .. ' 
· .. · I · · Clerk; Bertha Wright , ... , . , 

r • , 

Mount Olivet , Church:· 
·. To· th~ John'. _'\yheeler 'Ass·ociation_,vh:en c~nve~ed. with 
\West' Bristol Church.·· ·We send, as. delegates our beloved 
. Brother ·Cnarles Blevins,. and Sisters: "Frankie 'Trivett, I 

.. Nani1ie Roark, wl~om)we .pray'you wiUreceivc to sit.with · 
you and aid you in your godly delibe.rations.' · · : :_ 
... State. of religion, good; -members received, T; .conver- .· 

sions;• 6; baptised, 1; dismissed,. 2; ;Sunday School, good; . 
paid ,past'or, $113.00; enclosed, $3.00; . pasto1.\ for co~iug. 
,year; Rev. Elmer.Adkins; assistant pastor, Rev. Pr~~ton · 
Roark. 

,,' I 

" . . ... . I. , , 

Moderator, ·Rev. Elmer:Adkins 
Clerk,,:, Ethel Mad~ . , I • ,: • 

I '• 

Greggs· Chapel Church: ':, . . _ 
.· '. "To the' John "\Vhe~ler·Associatfon. We se~d 'as dele-
. gate_s our .beloved. B.rothers:. J'. •'W.' White; Frank· Little- · 

ton, Willie.Gragg, al1d;S!s, Debbie Gragg.', ; .. •.. . . 
. . State of religion, good; Sunday' School, fair; average : 
number(of pupils; 20; number.. of <,>fficers; 5; paid evarige- : , . 

· · list, $45:91; paid pastor, $50.10 i: memoers received, 2; , 
.. total mGmbership; 34; pastor for coining->year,. Rev: Her-' 

- bert H. Daniels, Telford; Tennessee ... · , ... : .. , · ·.·· 
· · · · ' ' ·. ·. ·, ... , · . ·. · Clerk, N6r.a Bacon 

,.... .. •, '- . . 

Pine .View Chi¥'ch: , .. 
• ; ,To the John''\VheelJr·As~ociation:\~iiei convined ,vith 
West Bristol C:qureh. We send·as delegatesto the· associa-: .· 
tion. our·.beloved Brothers: W. B. Christian,· G'eorge.Stef- · 
fey; and ,Sis. Christine l\Iaftfo, whom· we pray. you will . · · 
receive to sit with you a,nd a~q :yoti in your godly ~eliber-
ations:, · .· : · .•.-:· .. • . ·.· ,,• · .·•·.1 :' •·:. 

. . State : of religion,· gci~d; ':~epibers 'l'e'ceived, .3'; '. total , 
members, . J 7; . prayer meeting, . good; ,Sunday School, · 
good;· value of church property; $1,50o:oo; paid~ pa~to1:; : -
$72.00; . building repairs; $85.92; expenses, $57.95; · pas~ , . 
tor for coming. year, Rev. 'Ernest Carmichael, Kingsport, · 

t / • • ', • I ,• • , 
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, 'r~n-~., Ro.~te 5; :ministers belonging to. ~hureh: Rev. 
. . Andy I{utherford, Rev. pavid A. Martir,. For minutes: · 
1/. ·· :enclosed with. this letter. find $5.00. Don() by, order of 

Pine View Free;WiJl Baptist Church when in confer~nce 
August 16, 1951. .. . .· · • · · , · . . 

•Pastor, .Rev. Ernest Carmichael 
Cler~ & 'l'reasurer, Ma1'tha Rutherford· 

Pirie · View .. Church: · .· .. · . . . 
. ; l . , ,.. , . . , 

. To the'John "\Vheeler'Association when convened with ' 
West Bristol Church.· We, the church body .of Pine• View, 
hunib'ly. ask that you please receive · and ordain to be · 
deacon oU:r beloved. Brothers A. E. Gentry, Route 7, Kings-

. port, Tennessee, and :w. B. Christian, Kingsport, Tenne­
see. We have exarllined these men and· found them to be 

, capabie:.of this o'ffiee; Passed and voted by church when 
· .)n.sess1oh 4"ugust 30; 1951. : . . . · . . . _ 

, ·· . , Pastor, • Rev. Erne.st Carmichael 
,. .Clerk,· Martha .Rutherford 

'. \,·· I. : • ' • Supply, Andy Rutherford·. 

Pine·. Yie'J, ~hurch:. :; . : · 
· · ·To th7 John Wheeler Association when convened. witl1 
West ·Bristpl Church_; We, the .church body of Pine View 
Church; humbly .ask that our beloved. Brother David Mar- .. 
tin' be placed under the watchcare_of the church and· 

· licensed to' preach the G 0;spel for one year • .'We, the church · 
body) know Brother Martin and _.,.believe . that God has ·­
His hand -uppn him to preach. B,ro. ··Martin· is ready to 
stand for Christ ·and ·proclaim the . wo'nderful love. of 
Jesus to a lost world: ·. · · . : . _ ' . .. 

Done ·by· order of• church. ,vhen assembled in co_nfer-• 
, _ence August 16, 1~51. Move·d by Bro. Andy Rutherford, · 

se9onded by Bro. W. B. Christian, voted on· passed unani- · 
imously by the church; · - ' . • · • · : ·· .· · 

' · · Pastor,· RJ.;. E~nest Carmichael ' 
. , Clerk, · Martha Rutherford · 

I. I Shiloh Clnirch: 
:. ·,To,the John Wh~-eler Association ,~h~n convened with 

,,West Bristol Church .. We sell<} as- delegates' Sisters: ' 
Goldie . Eldrith, Mary Powern, }}ertha O Helbe'rt, Mary • 
Booher, No:vela Blaylock, whom we pray'to sit with you· 
and aid you in your godly deliberations.;. . · 

• /: ' ' ,, ,· , - I I~ 
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State of religion, good; Sunday School, good; prayer, 
meeting, good; charity, $76.25; paid pastor, '$50.00. l\Iay 
the Lord bless you all is my prayer. . , 

· Pastor,, Rev. J'. "\V. Chesnutt 
Clerk, Blanche Blaylock 

Shiloh Church: . ' 

· To the John ·wheeler Association ''when convened with 
·west Bristol Church. \Ve recommend Bro. Dan Ja.ckson, 
a member hi good standing of the Shiloh Church, to the 
association for license to preach the Gospel for one year. 

'Our prayer is that God wiU. make a great soul winner 
out of him. 

Free Zion Church: 

Pastor, Rev. J. "\V. Chesnutt 
Clerk, Blanche Blaylock 

'l'o the· John ·wheeler Associ;tion when convened with 
West Bristol Church. We send as delegates Sisters: 
Ollie -Blackwell, Mable Otey, Relda Blackwell, whom we 
pray you will receive to sit with you and aid you in youi· 
godly deliberations. -

Prayer. ~eeting, good; Sunday School, good. 

Rooty Branch Church: . 

Pastor, - Rev. Palmer Graybeal 
, Clerk, Kathleen l\Iarrison 

To the John "\Vheelcr Association when convened with 
the "\,Vest Bristol Church. We 'send as delegates_ our be­
loved Brothers and Sisters·= Blanche "\Vhite, Sylvia Cat­
lett, Bla,nche "\Vright, Clifton- Vanover, Bro.\ Ashburn, 
whom we pray you 'Yill receive to sit with you and aid 
you in youi: godly deliberations. 

State of religion, good; prayer meeting, good; Sunday 
School, good; average number pupils, 150; paid pastor, 
$1,527.85; enclosed for minutes, $5.00. -· 

\Ve recommend Bro. Douglas Offield to the.association 
for license to preach the Gospel for one yea~ Pray for us. 

Greenwood Church: 

Pastor, W. A. Howington 
Clerk, Dorothy Wright 

To the John \Vheeler Association when convened :with , 
the \Yest Bristol Church. "\V c send as delegates our be­
loved Brothers and Sisters: Ray Blevins, Green \Vright, 
Clyde Hilliard, V crly Price, Tish Hand, whom we pray 

-14-



you will reccive'to sit with you a,nd aid you ci1 your godly 
deliberations. 

State of religion, good; prayer meeting, good; Sunday 
School, good; average number of pupils, 60; membership, 
45; paid pastor, $541.67; paid evangelist, $63.61; for· 
minutes, $5.00. . . 

· Done by·order of the Greenwood Cnurch assembled in 
conference August 25, 195t. 

l\foderat?r, Rev. Elmer Adkins 
Clerk; Eulala 'Baumgardner 

CO NS TIT UTIO_N 

· Article 1. The Association shall be composed of dele­
gates chosen and se.nt from each individual chuch. 

Article 2. The delegates ,chosen and sent shall be re­
commended in a letter from the church tp ,vhtch they be-

• long, and shall include the minister and some of the most 
able members belonging to the' church. 

Article 3. The Association shall elect annually a Mod-
erator and Clerk. , I 

Article 4. The Rules of Decorum shall be read im~ 
, , mediately after the' body is organized. 

Arti.cle 5. This Association·· will _encourage a sound 
ministry', such as presents Christ as an all-sufficient Sav­
iour' having made-salvation possible for every human be-'· 
ing on the terms of the Gospel, which-,is freely offered to 
all. . 

Article 6. Any :minister in good standing, whether a 
delegate or not, may be invited to a seat and take part 
in the deliberations a.nd have his name enrolled in our 
minutes. . . · 

Article 7. The Association may appoint such c~mmit~' 
tees as may be :µecessary .for the expedition of business, 
shall report their proceedings in writing. to the Associa­
tion 'while in sesson, and all reports made, by; committees 
may be adopted or rejected by the body. · 

Article 8. All proceed~ng queries regu_larly presented 
to the Association by any church shall be atte.nded'.to. 

Article 9. The Association shall h·ave a book in whicli' 
shall be recorded an accurate account of all its proceed-
ings. -
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. Article 10. Any·chrirch may b.ecome a member.of the. 
Association by makii1g application by letter o.r delegate · · 
and adopting our Art.icles of Faith 'and Chu;rch Cov~nant.: 

•, ... Article'll: The Association: may·withdraw from :any 
. · · church that, becomes disorderly or refuses .. t? ; be·· repre- ·•. 
... sented ·, · - · · 1 • , '- ·. ·. , • • 

· · .- . Article ·12 .. There ~hall be an Associ~ti~·ff fund for ·de­
fraying expenses and charges that may accrue, and for · 
replenishing ~uch, e~~h church .p1ay contribute :at pleas-

.... ure. . ; ,, ·, , . . .·." .. 
. A ·. I Article 13._ There shall , be. a treasurer appointed by 

\ the Association. whose duty 'it shall be to have care of and· 
. ' account of all money committed to his charge .... I . ' : 

. Article 14. The 'Association shall' use the .Free Will 1 · 

,: Baptist Treatise· in full ... ·' · · , · : . . .. . · :' : · ; 
· , Article 15. E~ch church '_shall be. allowed one vote foi'.-

cvery. ten members or fraction thereof: . , . ~ . 
• i Article 16. The A'ssociation advises all its churches 'to 

.. commemoratetp.'i(death and sufferh1g of our Lord.atleast 
-twice a year. ·, ' ·: · , . , · · : , · . · , · , · 

Article 1,7. The Assciciation'shall pay its clerk-at' least.· 
$5.00 for his services· at each annual meeting. · : · · ·, ,_ 
· Article 18.' .The Association assumes no .higher author- , ·. 

ity than an. adyisory. council. . . ·. 
~' ! • ' 

RULES OF_ DECORUM· · · · 
1. The Ass~ciation ~hall be opened. and closed wiq1 :· '· 

prayer. . . , . , . . · : . · · . · · . 
2.' There sha~l be no conversation by·members o_ne ,vith 

another as to interrupt' business' while in session. . -· . 
. 3:- Every member ,:wishing to speak' shall first 'rise to 

'- his feet and-addr~ss the moderator. ., . '.\ , \ 
4: No. member shallinterrupt anothe-rwhile speaking;.· 
5. We will admit no other title but that. of brother 

while speaking. . . . . , · .. · · · . . .. 
'. . 6. Every meniper .speaking shall attend to the subject . , .· 

under consideration. ', \ ' •. ' ~- . ' ' ' .·· . . . ' . ' I.·,· • . 

7. No member shall speak more than three times· on 
one subject. ·,., . ' . · · , . ,·· . · . .. · -:-, .. 
. 8. Every motion made and seconded shall be-attended '· 

unless withdrawn, by the person .who made it .. • ··· 
, ' 9: No member. shall absent himself from the1 body 
.while in sessioinvithout leave 'of the moderator. 

10. On all motions made,. when the vote. of ,the body 
i!; taken, a majority shall prevail. · · · 
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, lL 1he '·mod~rat~r .shaU h~ve ·the ·same privilege. to 
speak as any other member; provided the chair is filled. 

12. Any member transgressing the ,above ,rules. shall· 
·be adnioriished'by the moderator. . ' ' . . . :, 

ARTICLES 'OF FAITH 
\ -. : " ... _ .. · :, . , . '. / . 

1. We b~lieve that there· is one "living and true Goe}, 
who is in personality the Father, Son,. and Holy, Ghost, 

. equal and harmonious in every divine perfection. '"There , , 
... · 'is one Go\i ancf ·one. mediator between God: and man, the .. 
. · .. man Jesus Christ wh6. gave•hiinself a'.ransom for 1·a11 to 

·;be.test.fled in due time.?',I Timothy 2 :5. · 
, 2: ,The' Holy Scriptur~_:__:_\Ve believe . that. God is the 1 · 

Author• of. the. · Holy Bible and :its teachings constitute 
· the-only ihfallibl(l doctrine for reproof, for correction, · 
, and. for ·in~t,r uq_tion in righ~eimsn'ess. II.Timothy 3 :l~. '. 

·3. Original Ap~stasy....:....:W e ~ believe that Adam ,vas 
"cre?,ted h_oly, but,- _by··~ yolulltary tranSiressioll_ fell into . ... 
depravity ilnd '. consequently. 'involved his posterity ·in' 
s n: "And when_ the ·_\voni~n sa,v tha,t the. tree ,vas -good 
fo·r food. and. that_ 'it ,vas pleasant to the eye, and a tree 

._ to'. be desired to mal!:e one ·wise, she' took of the fruit 
, thereof arid 'did eat, and als<?,r gave her husband with her 

. and1 he did ~at.:: Gen~si~. 3 :ti. . / · . . , . · _ · : • 

.' :.·· 4. Free ·Grace-We, believe that th~: grace of God 
. t comprehends aH, blessings, that the Gospel is the power 

. of God unto salvation, that the H;oly Spirit not only re~· 
·proyes .the world of sin, but· is also the means ·whereby' .. 
sinners. are . converted and made' wise unto salvation.', 

··•:,For there is no difference between 'the Jew and the. 
Greek, .for the same Lord over all is rich unto ·au that, 

'I° . call upon Him.'' •·Romans 10 :12 ... · _. . . · . • ·. 

··. 5. Christian· ;F'aith-:-We ·believe. that Chrisfian 'faith. is 
, belief in Jesus Christ: a13 the Spn and RedJemer for tlie 
world and in/ the divitlj,ty ,of the. Holy Scripture, that 
faith comes by hearing and hearing by. the ·word ·of God. 
"He that believeth on the' Son hath everlasting life, and 
be that believeth not the So11, shall not see life, but the· 
wrath of God abideth on him." John 3 :36. · · 

; . 1 6. Repentance.:..:....We b~liev:~thJt_.repe~tance is sorrow · 
·for sin, and· the kind oCsorrow 11vl;iich produces Godly 
repentance· must be prec!eded1 by · effectual convictiol! of · 

· sin. · ' · · · · · ' · · · · · · 
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"Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that 
ye sorrowed to repentance, for ye were made sorry after 
a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in 
nothing. For godly sorro-iv worketh repentance to salva­
tion notto be repented of, but sorrow of ,the world work­
eth de'.1th.'' II Corinthians 7 ,:9, 10. 

7. ;Free Agency-W·e believe that the human will is 
free and that men have the ability to accept or reject the 
conditions of salvation as they are revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures. . _ 

"He that showeth thee, 0 man what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of"tliee, but to do justly, and to love , 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God 1 '' :Micah 6 :8. 

8. Perseverance-·we do not belieye .under.the Gospel 
dispensation any soul is elected. to eternal life- uncodi­
tionally, but those who by faith persevere to the end will 
be saved; but it is possible again to sin and be lost. · · 

"And Jesus said unto him: No man having put his 
hand to the plough and looking back is fit for the king-
dom of God.'' Luke 9 :62. 1 

9. Good Works-We believe that good works are the 
results of faith, and are not of ne'cessity; that those who 
have faith.will do the works of righteousness, while ·those 
who do not have faith cannot, do anything pleasing or 
acceptable to God. , · 

"Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruits is 
hewn down, and cast into the· fire. Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them.'' Matthew 7 :19, 20. 

10. Christian Baptism-We believe that Christian 
Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; that baptism 
cannot be spiritually administered without faith in the 
subject who receives it. · 

'' Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the deacl 
by the Father, even 'so we should walk in newness of 
life.'' Romans 6 :4. , 

11. The Lord's Supper-We believe the supper was 
instituted by our Saviour as a commemorative ordinance; __ 
that the bread and wine represent His body, a,nd blood; 
that it was instituted for Christians and all Christians 
should be united in service regardless of name of denomi-
national distinction. I • 

,tBut let a man examine himself and so let him eat 
of that bread and_ drink of that cup. For he that eateth 
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and clrinketh unworthily, eateth and <lrinketh damnation · 
: to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.'' I Cor. 11 :29. 

12. Feet Washing-We b e 1 i e v e that washing the 
saint's feet is a command of our Saviour, and that His 
followers ought to practice the .same. 

'' If I, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet 
ye ought also to. wash one· another's feet.'' John 13 :14. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to the Lord through Jesus 
Christ, we agree to adopt the Free Will Baptist Faith. 
We give ourselves to each other by the help of God. 

\Ve solemnly, covenant before God that we will care-
' fully observe the commandment implied in a confession 

of faith in the spirit of meekness, rebuke and-admonish 
those who have gone astray and watch over each other, 

· being careful of each other's reputation and our influ-
' ence to .the up building of the church and for the advance-
• ment of the cause of Christ, endeavoring to keep the 

unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace, and to confess 
our faults one to another and to strengthen those who 
are weak. ·· 

. W ~ promise by the help of God that we will faithfully 
,' practice family and secret prayer, and strive to cultivate 

the doctrine of God's revealed Word in the minds of those 
under our care. , 

\Ve· agree to use. our influence, for the support of the 
Gospel and to contribute liberally to aid the ministry ac­
cording to our abilities. Also we agree to be liberal with 
tliose that are implied in profession of faith. 

We also agree to abstain from all sinful and vain· 
amusements. 

_ We also agree to abstain from all intoxicating liquors 
and not use it as a beverage, nor to aid or assist in the 
manufacture of such, nor furnish it to other.s. 

\Ve also agree to encourage home and ·foreign missions, 
education, Sabbath Schools, good morals, and everything 
that is to the glory of God and to the· welfare of me,n. 
And.may the God of pea.ce sanctify us wholly and.prepare 
us .blameless ,until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ,we may be happily admitted into the kingdom of 
God where we can ascribe honor unto the.Lamb forever. 
Amen. ·· 

-19-




