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. On Thursday, May. 3rd, 1951, 7:30 p.m., a· goodly 

number of Ministers, Deac.ons and ·messengers composing 
The Liberty Association of Free Will Baptist, met with· 
the F.W.B; Mission in conjunction with the Ten Mile.·· 
Free· Will Baptist Church of Hazel Park, Mich. When 

· convening in their first Annual S,ession. · · 
I , ' . . . - . . . -

• Came together by. singing; led by the Mo~crator, Rev. \ 
' N. P. Gates, followed with prayer by Rev.' Henry How-

. ard. After which, the assembly engaged in a few minutes 
of devotion led by Bro. James A. Nabors, followed with 
tl!e introductory message delivered by liev. E. J. Marine, . 
using'for Scripture lesson Matt. 5:·10-19, Text "Ye Are. 
The Salt Of The'Earth." A good service was enjoyed by 
all present. Dismissed by Bro. Linz~le Shepherd... . 

- . 

, ' . -

·.FRIDAY MORNING,SESSION 
• 

. .Pursuant. to adjournment, the .Moderator called the 
assembly together by singing at 9;00 a.m., and. the read
ing for Scripture lesson 2nd ch. Phil., prayer by Bro . .John . 
C . . . roz1er. . . · · , . · . 

. 'First 'item of business, the Moderator called for letters 
·from the various churches representing to-wit: Ten Mile 

· . Free Will Baptist Church, Free Will Baptist Mission, 
Free.· Will Baptist'Temple and the Maple· Grove· Free 
Will Baptist. Letters. were read and delegates seated in 
conference (See list ofdelegates) . Prayer of consecrati!>n . 
led by Rev. Malcom Rodgers. · · • . ·. · .· . . · 

. ' , - . . . . 

· · Next item of business was the.appointing of the sev-
eral committees, as follows: · · · . ' . 

I ' 

Committee on Divine Services- Bro. John Crozier, ~is. · 
1\!ary Stanley and Sis. Anna Wright.· · ·· · · 

I . . . . . 
Business Committee....: Rev. Claud Wright, Rev. E. J. 

Marine and Bro. Hp.rshel Stanley. · · . · · 
' . . ' 

Committee, on Obituary-'- Sis. Stella Stamper, Sis. Lillie 
Kelly and Sis .. Rosie Roberson. · · · · . ·· ·. · ~- · ... 
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· Cmnrhittee -on Finance- Bro. James A. Nab.o~·s, Sis.· 
·Hazel Johnson and Sis. Jewel Roberson. . 
In due time, the Committee on Divine Service an- · 

. . . . . ' 
nounccd Bro. Claud Wright to bring the I I: 00 Message.· 

. 
_ . , Next item of business, was the election of officers for ·· 

the ensuing year, resulting 'in the selection of Rev.- Mal
com Rodgers, Moderator; Rev. E . .J.- Marine,· Assistant 
Moderator; Sis. Elsie Hawkins was selectedas Clerk; Sis. 

' • ' • j 

J\fattie Shelton, Assistant Clerk. · 
. . 

At this _interval, the assembly was graced with the 
presence of the following .visiting Ministers: • Rev. Frank 
Pritchard, pastor of the Free Will Baptist Chapel; Rev: 
Jake Adkins, pastor of the River Rouge Church, present 
with him was the Rev. Johnson Meador, from Crab Or
chard,·West Va., presently engaged with the River Rouge 
Church in a revival campaign; Rev. Raymond Riggs,' pas
tor of the Highland Park F.\t\T.B. Church, present with-

· him was the Rev. Harold Pitts from Ala., who is presently 
engaged with the Highland Park Church in a revival ef
fort. The same being received as honorary guest. 

• 

' 

-· At this interval, a motion was sustained. to adjourn . 
the business until_ the afternoon session; giving way for 
the worship hour. _ \ 

-ELEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICES 
• 

Came. together by singing led by Rev. N. P. Gates; 
Prayer by Rev. Harold Pitts. After which,. a round of tes" 
timonies were given by each of the guest ministers. • This ' · 
was followed by special numbers rendered by a duet com- . 
posed of Miss Elairie Wright and Marjorie Miller, singing - _ 
"My-Dream Home In. Glory,'~ and the original Gates 
Gospel Quartet, composed of Rev. N. P. Gates and wife, . 

. Rev. Raymond Riggs and W. E. Gates; assisted at the 
piano by Miss Marjorie Miller, rendering the following: 
'Trri Redeemed," ''I'd Rather Be An Old Time Christian · 
(Than- Anything ·I Know) " ·and_ "I'll Fly Away." · At· 

which time, "The Holy Ghost descended upon us- in a ~ 
Hallelujah Time of Rejoicing the hearts of all present." . -.. . . 
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:rhe · i\Iessage. of the hour.was delivered. by Rev, Climd · 
Wright, using for Sc~ipture lesson' Matt.' .13:24-51; Text, 
"Have Ye. Understood J"h~&e _Things." .~ei,vic;es 'yere dis-
Inissed by Re\:, Raymond Riggs. . .. ' ·.' .· . · . . . 

'· ., ' ' ' - " ' . . . .- . 
' 

NOOK HOUR· .. · 
' 

' 
' 

. ' 

. · A bouhtittil. fe~~t. and refreshments was s~rved by the 
good . sisters of the host. church, which, needless. to __ say 
was enjoyed by all. Thanks being offered by Rev. Harold 
Pitts. ,· · : · .--.~ ... ·. ··' . : · ·. ; __ .: -\· .. · ·- - \ _... · ',. "· 
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AFTERNOON SESSION ' . . ' . . ' 
• • 

' ' ' ' . "· ,, . 

· Came together by singing,, le~ hy;Bro_.'1W .. E .. Gates, 
Prayer by Rev .. John Gallagher, followed by the Modera
tor·reading from I Cor. 15_:45,58 .. 'Prayer_byRey. Johnson 
:\Ieador. ·. · · · . · ·' - . . . . . · · . \ '· . . . . · . . · 

' . ' . _., . --. 
' ' ' . ·' . . . 

First item of. business claimi,ng our attention for this 
session, was _the ,matter of selecting a Presbytery Board. 
And, thai according to the Constitutior1, they should be, 
preferably Ministers, ·chosen . by' the' body ... Whose. tenure 
of office shall.be ranging f;rom one to five, years. And, that 
inasmuch as Rev. N: Pt Gates Senior Minister, having 
served in this capacity. the previous' year. (from the be
ginning of the Ass'n), it was agreed that he should be re- . 
tained for the remaining four years of the unexpired term 
of five years; Rev. E. J. Marine, five years: Rev. _I:Ienry 
A. Howard, three years; . Rev. John Q. Gallagher, two · 
years; Rev. Malcom Rodgers, one year. . . . , . . ' . . . . . --, . . . 

Nextitem, was"to-select an Executive B~ard, ranging 
through the years in like manner as the Presbytery Board, 
ho\vever, not confined to ministers only; resulting in the 
election of the following: Rev. Claud Wright, fiveyear~; 
Bro. James A. Nabors,. four, years;··Rev. N. P. Gates, three 
years; Bro. E. L. York, two years, Bro. Hurshel S~ap.ley;-
one year. · .- · · · · · · . '.' , . _ ... , · . . · 

. ) . . . . . ( ... ' " '-. .. . -· .. , . ' J < • • • • ' ' • 

·At tlus.interval, it was.suggested hy.Rev. Marine,-arid 
elaborated upon by the body, that a General Fund: sliould 
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· wa!t found to be unconstitutional, and was rescinded 
before it"reached the committee room. · . 

At this interval, the committee ori Divine Service an
. nounced Rev. Johnson Meador to bring the Message at 
the three o'clock hour. . . . . 
be appropriated; which, by reference to the Constitution, 

. \ ' 

·· Next item, was the matter of setting the First Quar-
terly Conference, as also the next Annual Session; Re
sulted in the selection of the Free Will Baptist Temple of 
Detroit, for place to convene the two sessions (This, ~ow
ever, was in accordance to the fact, They having the only 
request, so_stated in their letter) • Nominati9ns were now 
in order for the selection of Messengers for the iQ.ductory 

. messages at the subsequent settings of the Conferences; ·. 
Resqlted in the selection of Rev. Malcom Rodgers at the. 
Quarterly Session; Rev, 'N. P. Gates was chosen for the 
Annual Sessiori. · 

At this interval, a motion was sustained to adjourn 
the business session until ·9:00 a.m. Saturday morning. 
Inasmuch as there being several candidates, set apart for 
Ordination and Licensing, the Moderator instructed such 
to meet with the Presbytery Board for examination at 

. 7:00 p.m. Dismissed by Rev. N. P. G,ates. 
• ' 

. THREE. O'CLOCK SERVICES 
' 

' ' 

· Came together by singing, led. by· Bro. Jamr;:s A. 
Nabors, Prayer, after which Rev. Meador took the 'stand, 
using for subject, "There Is Sunshine In Every Cloud." 
A great inspirational.message was gra~iously received, in 
Spiritual manifestation; Services was closed by the right 
h~nd of fellowship, and dismissed by R~v. Meador. 

' 
. EVENING WORSHIP 

While the P~esbytery Boa!d, now in session, the con
gregation was called togetherby singing, led by Bro. W. 
-E. Gates, Prayer by Rev. Wright. · . . 
. ~ ' . 
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. After a great time of devotion, the Moderator cal~ec . 
for the Ordination Service; At which time the following 
candidates, having been chosen· by their respective 
churches, and subsequently examined by the PresbyteJy 
Board, found to be orthodox, presented themselves for 
the final public _examination and approval, presided over 
by Rev. N. P. Gates, chairman of the Board; Rev. Claud 
'\'\~'right, to the Ministry; Bro. Hurhsal Stanley and· Bro. 
Leslie Gallagher to the office' of a Deacon, respectively 
(Free Will Baptist·Temple); and Bro. John Crozier, to 
the office of Deacon (Free Will Baptist Mission) . These 

,all found worthy, and orthodox received' the laying on of 
hands and prayer;. Rev. Gallagher, Rev .. Rodgers and 
Rev. Gates wording ~he prayer. Candidates' \vives, res· 
pectively by their. sides; including the' following: Sis. 
Anna Wright, Sis. Mary Stanley, Sis. Grace Gallagher and 
Sis. Floy Crozier) . This was followed by Christian hand 
shake and a time of rejoicing .. _ 

' Services continued by the rendition of special num· 
hers by the Gates Gospel Quartet and the Girls Duet of 
the Ten Mile Church. Message by Rev. Malcom Rodgers, 
on the Ordinances: After which a great number partici· 
pated in the Communion and. washing· of each. other's . 
feet. A great time of singing and praising the Lord was 
experienced by all present. Dismissed by Rev. E. J. 
Marine. · 

' .• 
. ' \' • 

SATURDAY MORNING. SESSION 

. ·. Came toge~her by singing; led by Ralph Clouse, Scrip
.ture lesson,by t~e Mo~erator reading I Tim. 6:1-8, Pray-
. er by Bro. Burns. .··. . . 

'I , . . . - - , 

At · this interval the Moderator called for the Roll 
. ' . ' \ ' 

. Call,.which·response_was gi~en, ~ith,the exception of the· 
· followi~g absentees: ·Rev. Gallagher, Rev. Howard, Bro. 
Stanley, Sis: Anna. Wright, Sis. Elaine Crozie,r, Sis. Stella 
Stamper and Sis. Hazel Joh•son. · . .. 

Next item, Call for Committee Reports, See reports: 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS . . 
COMMITTEE ON DIVINE :SERVICES · . . 

• - - . r < • , ' ' -

' ' ' 

• 

~ 

Cmnrnitteeon Oivine Services in their final announce
. _ment, selected Rev. N. P ... Gates as the speaker for the 
--:11:00 o'clock hour. Committee now having filled charge, 
was complimented for. their • splendid service and was ' 

/ 

. 

discharged.- · ; , · ·__.,-;, : . ·· :. · 1 

· . · .. (See Committees)'. 
. ' . 

. . . . . 
/ COMMITTEE ON OBITUARY·_ . ,. 

- ' .~ -

' . . ' ' ' . . 

We. your committee ~n obituary, is 'pleased 'to make 
the following report: • -· _-, . · . 

.. ' . . -- . ·. . ·' ' ' ) 

· ·That· our heavenly Father,. in His, kind providence 
'. has seen fit to spare the flock, iri that no deaths have been 
'reported among us, except to extend our sympathy to the 
l\Iaple Grove Church in their loss of a departed frieml. 

· · \Vith ali expression of a heart-'o£ gratitude to the com
/ mittee for their splendid service, and· a heart of thanks -·· 

unto God, the committee \vas duly discharged. 
· · . · · . . ·. ; · · · _-(See Committees): 

' . ' . . ' ' ' 

• .... ,. ._.,r .. • .• ,, .• 
• .' c • . . 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE : 

.- · · ·We your Committee on Finance submit' the following 
. report, having received for this session from the various 
. churches, as follows:· · · · · · · · · · · 

' ' Free Will Baptist Temple. $4.00; Free Will Baptist 
Mission $!~:00;. Ten_,.l~1ik, f, 1W.B. Ch_u_rc_h._$6.00; Maple 
Grove Church $5.00. Total $30.00. Bemg mformed that 

'.the Maple Grove Church hadexceeded:allothers•in their 
'offering for -the year, .and •that the approximated' cost of 
printing the Minutes would aggregate, ·'conservatively 
around $80.00 .for 400 Min,utes (Sin~e the prices of ma

. terial ani:! printing nave conStantly been advancing)' _that 
• the 'total i amourit received. through .the year' ($70.00) .was 
. i?o,de_quate. to. meet; ~he~e. exp~nses~· a~ditional _contribu-

. '•twns were made, brmgmg, the total In the. amount, as · 
·follows: · . . · · 
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Free Will Baptist Temple .................................... · ..... $25.00 
Free Will Baptist Mission .......... : .. : ......................... · 20.00 . 
Ten Mile Free Will Baptist .. , ............................. : ....... 20.00 

· Maple Grove Free Will Bap"tist .............. :.; ....... : ....... 20.00 
" 
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·Grand Total .,. .................................. :1_. .............. $85.00 
, . " . . , . . ' I .. 

. Report received, and· the ·committee 'vas duly dis-
. charged. · . · · I . 

, (See Committees)·. 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
p~ . . - • 

. .· We your Committee on arrangement of business, not· 
. having anything in particular to report, in· that whilst no 
approach to new· matters has been attempted that -\vould 
'cl,aim our attention, except the suggestion relative to "a 
General Fund" (~ee Record elsewhere), the_ same "being 
found to be contrary, to the "will and testament" of the 
Constitution and was therefore rescinded. Suffice us to 
submit. the following resolution: . · · 

- • RESOLUTION OF RESPECT ' . ' . -
• \ 

• 
•• • ,. • • r • •· - • 

• , ~ ' ' - I , 

·.·. Be it resolved that we give a rising vote of thanks to 
thegqod people of· the host· church,· Free. Will' Baptist 

· 1\Jissioa for their kind hospitality in the ~vayand manner 
in which they have entertained and cared for this session ' 
of the association.. • . ' . ' . . . ' 

I ' ' (See Committees) . , 
. . ' 

At this interval;·the Moderator announced a few min
.t!tes intermission,· giving way. for the programs. of the. 
leagu~ worker~ in the F. W. B. L. · 

I 

' I 
' 

. . ' . 
• LEAGUE PROGRAM . . . ' . . 

• • ' I 

· . Came together by, singing, led by Ralph Clouse. The 
.first to appear on the program was, "Cripple Joe,'' by the 
Free Will Baptist Temple, under the direction of Sis. 
'Gladys Manier. · . · · · · · . ' · · · · . . ' . ' ' . . .- . 

·. Next to appear on the program was, a Junior Group.· 
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"Bible verses"; followed with songs by tile Senior Group 
· of the Free Will Baptist Mission, under the direction of 

Helen Grice. •• . ' 

·. Next to appear on the program was, ~'The Beauty of 
· Humility" by the Ten Mile F.W.B. Church, consisting of 
-·an opening song "It Won't Be Very Long," Prayer by 
Bro. Eldon Pearce, followed . with the current League 
lesson, under the direction of Bro. Ray ~1axwell. 

' . 
11:00 .WORSHIP HOUR · 

At. the close of the . League Program Rev.· Gates · 
brought the ,closing message; using for subject "Spiritual . 
Greatness." Scripture lesson Matt. 18: I-6; Text-Thy 
Kingdom C~me. Matt. 6:10. At this interval, the ,Pres,by
tery Board. retired to the counsel for the examination, .. 
and granting of a· license to Bro. Clyde Burris, to the 
Gospel Ministry. · 

• 

. · The Minutes of tbese'proceedings were read, aild ap: - . 
proved with commendation to the clerk for l1er efficient 
work. 

A motion was sustained to adjourn until. the,,tinie and 
- place of the next Annual Session, when to 'convene with_ 

the Free· Will· Baptist Temple, on Thursday evening 
7:30, May I-3, 1952. . . 

Conference was brought to a close by, singing, "God 
Be With You 'Til We Meet Again." Dismissed by Bro. 
Beecher Cope. . · · · . ·. · . , · · 

" ' 

REV. MALCOM RODGERS; Moderator . 
. MISS ELSIE HAWKINS, Clerk .. 

' 

' 

• 

.. ' 

' 
' ' 

' . 

' 

. - " 

' • 

' 

I 

' • 

' 

' 

' 

-

' 

• 

' ' 

I 

I 
' 

.' . 



' 
' 

' 

• 

• ~ 

• 

,r 

·' 

• 

• 

' 

9 
• • • 

· . ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Rev. N. P. Gates, 19405 Danbury, Detroit, Mich. Rev. 
1\[alcom Rodgers, 387 W. Evelyn, Hazel Park, Mich. Rev. 
John J. Gallagher, 5648 W. Jefferson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Rev. E . .J. Marine, 992 E. Coy, Hazel Park; Mich. Rev. 
Henry A. Howard,. Hazel Park, Mich. Rev. Claud 
Wright, Hazel Park, Mich .. 

. . 
· LICENTIATES 

·Rev. Clyde Burris, 87 E. Brockton, 
Royal Oak (Twp.) , Mich. 

DEACONS ' 

Na111e Church · Address 
• 

Y. V. Hayley, Free Will Baptist Temple .............. 4770 Mitchell, Detroit 
Hurshal Stanley, Free Will Baptist Temple ... 3718 Townsend, Detroit 
Leslie Gallagher, Free Will Baptist Temple .. l8826 Keystone, Detroit 

' 
\V~ E. Gates, 0fen Mile Free Will Baptist.l478 E. Meyers, Hazel Park 
Cha~. E. l\liller, Ten Mile :Free Will Baptist .. 1419 E. 9 Mile, H. Park 
E. L. York, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist...337, W. Lincoln, R. 0. Twp . 
Rabe Pearce, Ten Mile Free WilLBaptist \ ... 1938 Ardmore, Ferndale 
Henry Finney, Free Will Baptist Mission .~ .... 1897 Saratoga, Ferndale 
]. 0. Butcher, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist ... 1244 E. Jarvis, H. Park 
Enoch El,Iis, Ten ;\lile Free Will Baptist ...... 963 E. Elza, Hazcl Park 
John Crozier, Free; Will Baptist Mission .... 30480 Brush, Royal Oak 

• 

''DELEGATES 
' • I - ' 

Tl<:N . MILE CHURCH: .· Rosie Roberson, Annie Wright; . Mattie 
· Shelton, Elaine Wright and Jewel Roberson. , . · 

'. . . • 
FREE WILL BAPTIST TEMPLE: James A. Nabors, Lillie Kelly, 

Mary Stanley, Elsie Hawkins and Fay Stanley. . . . 

FREE "\YILL. BAPTIST MISSION: . Elaine Shepherd and Floy 
~· CroZier. ·. · ~ · · · • .. 
. MAPLE GROVE FREE WILL BAPTIST: Stella Stamper and Hazel 

Johnson • " · · 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

.. I . . 

• . ' 
• 

• 

. . 
' • 

·. · .. L . doti .. We ·believe' in one true a~d Jiving, Triune .God; com·' i 
f~osed-,of ~he' Father, Son and Holy ~f.irit, equa.l }'~ divine .E~sence. -
lurpose, I 011er and Glory.-St. John I. , I Cor. 8.6, St. John 10.30. . . . . 

• .. 2.~ . Christ. We believ~ that Jesus Christ is tl~e ~ivine Son; of G~~l. . · . 
Was with the' Father and the Hoiy Spirit at the time of the Creation, · .. 
left the Courts of Heaven and came 'to this earth. Took upon Himself·· · 
the form of humanity, sin excepted, by being born 1 of the Virgin Mary,·· 
manifested His !?ower, was crucified, placed in Joseph's tomb, rose_ from· 
the dead the tlurd day, completed the great plan of salvation; walked 
at~d talked with: His disciples, publicly ascended up-to Heaven, and 
that He will descend again to gather His jewels 'Jwme.-Isaiah 9;6; St ... 
.John 1:14;. Luke· 1:26-28: Matt. 14:13-21; ·Mark '16:9-19: Luke 24:50-53: 
Acts 1:9-1.2: Mark 15:22-47. ' .. 

• 

' .. 

• 

. ' 

• 

. . ' 

. ' 
' 

. · · 3. HOLY SPIRI;r. We believe that ·the Holy Spirit has visited I · ·~ 
true. believers in all ages, and especially since the ascension of the SON 

· back to the Father, and. His coming on the day of Pentecost .. Has taken 
up His office work among all· nations· of people, as. a Divine Reprover. · 

·Comforter and Guide.-Judges 6:34; ll:29; St. John 16;8-14; Isaiah 63: 
10-12; Ephesians 4:30; Acts 8:17-20; Ezek. 36:27; Joel 2:28. · · . · 

- . . \ 

, 4. TI-I:E BIBLE. We believe the Bi.ble; which is composed of the 
Scriptures of the· Old and New Testaments, .was given by In~piration 
of God, is our way-bill from earth: to heaven, and the only infallible . • .; · 
rule of faith and practice.,!! Peter 1:19-21; 2 Tim .. 3:14-17; Daniel 10:21: · · . 
Acts 1:16-17; l\latt. 21:42.· 

5 .. THE FALL OF l\IAN. We believe th~t GOD created inan ·· .. 
• good, gave him a just law by which he should be governed; .witl1 ·. 

promise of reward for faithfulness and with penalties of punishment. 
for disobedience. Gave man power of free moral agency to choose the 

·. right and. reject the wrong. But our first parents heeded the voice of. 
the great enemy of souls, voluntarily transgressC:d the law of GOD, fell; 
with their posterity, under the just penalty. of the same, and \vere un
able of. their own power to, extricate or save 'themselves from the· great · 
dilemma into which they had fallen. God gave them the hope of salva
tion through the coming of CHRIST . ..:..Gen. 1:27; 2:16-17_; Psalms ,51:5;. 
Gen. 6:5; Rom. 5:12-19~ John 3;6; Eph. 2:3. • . · . .• · · · ·.·... · 

' . ' - . . .· ~ . ' , ' . ' ' 

. . 6. REDEMPTION, SALVATION, ADOPTION. We.believethat 

' . 
\ - . -

' 

• 

,· 

... 

• 

Jesus Christ by His birth, death, burial, resurrection and ascension p~id· · 
the purchase price for the redemption of the whole human race, at;· 
ranged a pardon for all who come upon Gospel terms; and a law of . 

. , adoption into the Kingdom of Heaven, and ·an eternal· inheritance into. · 
the glorified Kingdom above.-Heb'; 9:12; GaL 3:13; 4:4-5; Titus 2:14; · 
St .. John 3;16; Isaiah 15:22. . · ·. · · ... · · •. . . 
. . 7v CONDITIONS OF $ALVATION. _We beheve.that all persons .. 

dying iii"infancy and all idiots are saved. by theatoning:merits of the. 
' ' • 

' ' . . . . 

' --· ' 
. 
' 

' 
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• 

' 

• 
' 

• 

\ 

' . 
/ 

" 

' . 
• 

. . 

. 
• . ll ' 
' . '. . I ' - . ' , - . . , .' :- ,1 -

. Son of. God without any act on thei~ part that persons coming to the 
years of accountability, .transgressing the law of God, must upon their . 
part, exercise faith in Jesus Christ through repentance toward ·God, at 
the completion of which pardon takes place in the mind of the,Father 
and by. the Holy Spirit they pass· through the ordeal of regenerati~1h, 
are was.hed in the bloo!.L of the Lamb and are. planted in the Kingdom 
of. Christ-John 3rd chapter; l\latt. 19:13-22: I Cor. 7:10: Luke 18:16-17; 
St. John 4:ll-l6;.l'salms 98:3.. · ' . .• 

. ~ I 
.'8. ·SALVATION fREE.· We believe that God desires the salva-. ' . . ' 

tion of all Christ died· for. all; and whosoever will may come .and he 
sa \'ed · upori tf1c terms of. the Gospel.-! Peter I :9-25; · 2:9-2!>; Revelation ' "C). ... ' ._._.1 '0 

. . . 
9; BAPTISi\I. · \Ve believe that. Christian baptism is the immer

sion of believers in water, in the name of the l'ather, the Son, a'ntl the 
Holr Spirit, in 'which ;tre represented the burial' and .resur~ection of 
Christ'; also represents our death to sin, ami only those who have come 
mule\· the presbytery of the elders are qualilied to. administer the 
same.-i\fatt. 3:14-16: 3:5-6: I Peter 3:21: St. John 3:23; Aas 10:·17: 

.. i\fatt. 28:19.. · · 
• . . 

10 .. COMMUNION AND 1-'I~ET WASHil\'0. We believe that the 
Lord's Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are ordinances of the 

. , Gl!spel of: Christ; the Lord's Supper was instituted by our Saviour to 
commemorate His broken body and shed·. blood. for the sins of the 
world, and to. show our remembrance of. Him till He comes .. All 
Christians have a right to the Lord's Supper and should he invited; 

· "Let a man examine himself and so let him eat.". . .. 

· The washing of the feet was instituted by our Lord at the same 
time that. the. Supper was instituted as an. act ·of·humility to show our 
love for each other, and ,both ordinances should be perpetuated by all. 
Christians until' His second coming;-Luke 22:19-20; I Cor. 11:20-29; St. 

, John 13:1-17; ·Matt. 26:26-29. · · · ' 

• 

. . 

I L ~THE SABBATH. We believe that the Christian Sabbath .·· 
should be observed as a day of rest and for the worship· of God; that , 
we should abstain _from all sinful amusements and secular employments, 
works of mercy and piety excepted.-Exodus .20:11; 31 :12-}8; Dent. 5:12-
15; Ezek. 20:12;. Matt. 28:1; Luke 23:56; Acts 13:42-A8; Mark 2:27. · 

" • • 

12. CALL TO THE l\UNISTR Y. We believe in a divine call of . . ' ' 

the ·ministry; that· God ,in His goodness and power, of grace, impress 
His ministers with the burden of lost souls, to the extent that the call 
becomes irresistable with personal contentment;· that when· they yield 
to the ·call· and exercise the native. gifts according to the Scriptures, 
with a full' reliance upon Him, He accompanies them in person of the 1 

· Holy Spirit. to' guide them in the way of truth and to bless their. Ia bow 
accotding to His purpose.-.Jonah 1:1; .Jer. 1:5; Mark 3,:14; 4cts' 1:22-26; 
.Matt. 28:19. · · . · · ·' , ' · · · · · .·· ' · ,.,.' · ' · 

. ' ' . ' ' ' 
. . ,· . ' - . . . ' ' . . - . . . . .. . 

' 13, THE INVISIBLE CHt.JRCH.: We believe that the Invisible. 
or -Spiritual Chiarch is the redee ro in th'c aggregate, is the family • of 

. • l 
• 

. 
' 
' 

• 

• • 
' . I . 

' 

I 

. . • • 
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God, is composed of all true Christians of every congregation from 
righteous Abel to the restitution of all things, from every kindred, 
nation, tongue ,arid people.-Eph. 3:16-21; Heb. 12:22-23; 1 Pet. 2:5; 
Eph. 2:20-22; Acts 2:47; Matt. 16:18. , · 

. 
14. THE VISIBLE CHllRCH. We believe that a visible church . 

of Christ is a congregation of faithful men and women, having obtained 
fellowship with the Lord and with each other, agreeing to keep' up. a 
good discipline and doctrine according to the rules of the Gospel.-2 
Thcss. I: I; Act5 16:5; 3 John I: I 0; Matt. 18: 17; Acts 20:28; Revelation 
I :4-20 . 

. 15.. · PERSEVERANCE. We believe that all true believers in 
Christ should persevere in divine grace and in the knowledge of the 
truth, and that God's grace is sufficient to help them to overcome all 
the obstacles of life, and that all the. combined .fo.rces of . the great 
enemy of souls on earth and in hell (or in his eternal a bode) are not 
;i blc to Fluck them from His hand so !mig as they walk in the path of 

_ duty; but tho~e who sidestep and wilfully refuse or neglect to perform 
their· duty,· they would backside if persistently continued, would he 
cten:ally lost.-2 Pet. 1:12; 2 Cor. 9:10; 2 Peter 1:4-8; 2 l'eter 2:2; Rom.· . 
1\:35-39; Apostasy; 2 Peter 1:8-9'; 1 Cor. 10:1-13; Heb. 12:15-17; 1 John 
·,):Li; Heh. 6:1-6; I Tim. 4:1-2; Heb.'3:12; St. John 15:1-7; l\Iatt. 12:31·32. 

. . . 
' . 

, !G .. CHRIST THE HEAD O'F THE CHllRCH. We believe. that 
· Chris·t is the Head of the Church, and that the goYernment of the local 

church is. with the body.-Col. ll8-19; l\fatt. 16:18; Heb. 12:23; l\Iatt. 
21:42; Eph.l:22; Acts 16:4-5. · . 

• 17. SAI'\CTIFICATION., Sanctifjcation is a work of God's grace, 
by which the soul is cleansed -from all sin and wholly consecrated to 
Christ. It takes_ place in regeneration, and the Christian can and should 
a bide· in this state to the end of life, constantly growing in the gra~e 
and the knowledge ofour Lord Jesus Christ.-l Cor. 6:ll; 2Thess. 2:13; 
Heb. 12:14; Phil. 3:21; 2-Thess. 5:19-23; St. John 17:17-19; 2 Tim. 2:20-21. 
. ' 

• • 

18. THE RESURRECTION. We believe in the resurrection of 
. the dead, both of the righteous and the wicked. When· tlie 'resurrection · 
shall take place, .the soul and body shall be united, the righteous shall' 
be received into ·everlasting happiness to reign-_with God for ever; but 
the wicked shall go away ·into ev.erlasting punishment.-j\Iatt. 28:6; 
John 5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15:51-58.. . · 
·: ··' ".·,... ; 

' . . ' 
· 19. THE SOUL.· The soul is endles~. hence does not die with the 

·body, but immediately after death enters into a -conscious state of hap~ 
pi ness or misery; according to the spiritual character here· possessed.- · 
Phil. '1:23; Luke 23:43; Rev. 6:9; Luke 16: 19-25; l\Iatt.l0:28; · 
. ~. ·20. ·JUDGMENT. We believe that there will. be a general uni- .· 

,_._,.;,_. :• '· ·,. ,, ··!.,• .. -.~·-. ' ' . ' . - ' ' ' ' 

versa! judgment, : when , all men shall be judged accohling to their 
works, whether they be good or bad, and that immediately thereafter 
the wicked shall. enter into ~erlasting punishment, and the righteous 

. into eternal happiness.-2 Thess. 1:4-9; Rev. 14:9-13; Luke 16:23; Rev. · 
· 21:8; 2 Cor. 5:1Q; Matt. 12:36-37; Rev. 20:12-13; Acts 17:.31. . . . ' \ . 

• 
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FREE WILL ~APTIST CHURCH COVENANT 
' 

· Having given oursefves to God by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God in 
chis solemn covenant. vVe promise by His grace to love and· 
obey Him in all things, to avoid. the appearance of evil, to 
absta}n from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity 
to .the world; from all sanction of the use and sale of into.xi
cating beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight . 
of all men." . · ' 

'Ve agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof 
with meekness, and to watch over bne another in love, en
deavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit,'.' in the bonds of 
peace, .to be careful of one another's happmess and reputa
tion, am~ seek to strengthen the weak,· encourage the af
flicted; admonish the erring, and as far as we are. able, 
promote the success of the church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Chrihian princi pie sacred and 
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it 
our chief business in life to extend the influence of Christ 

. in society; constantly praying and toiling that the kingdom 
of God may come, and His will be done on earth as it is in' 
heaven. ' · 

' We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations· in 
reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family 

. devotions, and social worship; anti by self-denial, faith, and 
good works endeavor to ''grow in grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." We will not forget 
the assembling of ourselves together for church conferences, 
public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the · 
Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the sup
port of, the church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of edu
cational and -denominational enterprises, the support of 
missions, the success of Sunday schools, and evangelistic 
efforts for the salvation of souls, and the conversion of the 
world.' And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and 
preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. ( 

• 

' 

• 

' 
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CONSTITUTION 
" • ' . .. of . ' . ' . 

THE LIBERTY ASSOCIATION'·. . . . . ' . . . . 
· · · .. · of· ·· ., ·· •' • ' , ·) j ,I ~ • . ..,. '·' ' . . 

FREE WILL BAPTIST \ 

' . " '' 
' • • 

i 
• • 

• • • • 

1. Th_ts ·.aSsoctatton. when properly conVened·; 'shall consist of a Moderator, and Ass•t Mo~
erator; Clerk,. and Ass't Clerk; who shall be chosen by the suffrage ot· the members presen• . 
The duty of the Moderator .shall be to keep the Association In order, state questions fairly ar.'. 
take the. vote the~eon; to .. have ~~ vote unless the Association 'be,equally divided, in which case 

.he s!tall have the deciding vote.· · ·. ··· . · -_- · -.. - · ._ .. _- · · -· . · -- · 
· · · · The duty of the Clerk shall be to keep· a fair record ·or· the proceedings of the Association. 
The· Assistants 'to the Moderator and Clerk shall_ be to ass!St, or occupy tbetr' respeC~tve seats 

-·when 1Vacant;·or otherwise 'necessary. . · ·· ·· ·· '· · .. _ .. ·--·. ,,,. r··.··· 
..... -.-· " ,; .·f,' • '" ' ' . :. . . . . . . . 

• 

. 2." This Association shall be composed of ordained ·Ministers,. Deacons and Licentiates. to- . 
gether with messengers. duly chosen by the church -of their membership tn our union, whom the 
members Judge best qualified to represent them. Said messengers _bearing letters certifying to 
their appointment. · · · · 

Said Ministers and Licentiates shall be men of. good 'report, wlthln, an'd without. of h,onest 
Integrity and '!u!l of the Holy Ghost, meeting the qual!flcatlons to that of I Tlm. 3. Coming 
under the hands, or approval of the Ordaining Council. Pastors shall be chosen by the suffrage 
of the church, or churches they serve: whose tenure of. service. shall be faithfully maintained 

_ unt!l terminated, and· that effected only; by a 60 days notice· of said -Intention,. and the selection 
.o!: an active .!\tlnlster within the b~unds 0! ·this Association to succeed him. It Is agreed, how~ 
e--vi'r, one m~.y be selected from other sources, being approved by the Ordaining Council .of this 
Ass·n·. · · · ···- · :' ·-' · . ' · ·; .. ' - .. 

• • - ' -. . . ' ' '.1. ' . ~ . .. . ' ,, . ; '; . -
' ' ' I , • ' , 

. 3. In the- letters from the churchea shall be- expressed their reSPective'· il'uffiber In fellow- : 
ship, and the number received, dismissed, excluded or died since the last setting' of the Asso-

. elation, day of church meeting, Pastor and Clerk. ~ .~ -.· .· · ' 
. .,.. ,•' .· .. ' ' :. --. '"· ,. -~ . -- .. ~ . - ~ : . .-. ' ' . . .. - , .. 

: ' . • 
- . ' - ' . ' . .._ ·' .• _, -

·,;: : ·4, No query shall· be received by this Association from any church untll u:has 'been acted 
upon by said church and referred to the Association. ln which case the Association shall take 
up the matter, acting as an advisory counsel to promote peace and harmony according to true 
discipline of Divine grace. "' . ' 

5. · EverY church in this ·Association shall be ·entitled to a representation of Messengers 'not 
exceeding five; together with said clerk and ordained authority. . ' " I . 

6. This Association shall.malntaln a Presbytery Board selected from the ordained authority, 
pi-eferaply Ministers: five in number; also an Executive Board consisting ·of five. selected from 
the body, whose tenure of of!Jce shall be ranging from one to five years. The Association shall, 
select. annually. to supply the vacancies as they occur: ·-. 

' 
• 

7. Every motion, when Jn order and properly sustained, shall be acted upon unless with
drawn by the mover: that Js to say, to prNent matters for discussion, trying the merits of the 
same, and, lf round worth and orthodox, to adopt It; 

' -· • • 
8. This Association shall not exercise power so as to lord It over God's heritage so as to 

Infringe on· the Internal rights of any. Maintaining the rights and. prlvlleges, and relation
ship to each church to that of Jndlvldual members: that Is to say, If a church trespasses against 
a sister church, the church Injured shall try to reclaim them bY Gospel steps; whereupon, If a 
reconcl!latlon cannot be effected,· the said church In default shall be dropped from our counsel. 

• . 
' 

9. We ·agree to do aU regular business by a majority of members present. . 
10. Any church may be admitted tnto this Association by a petitionary letter_ and messen

gers, lf however, said church Is. found to be orthodox and orderly. Such admission shall be 
man!fested by the' Moderator. "extending the rl11llt hand of fellowabip to said messengers . 

• 

I . 
• '•'•''. 

' ' . -~~·.::-:· 
• ' 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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' 
- 11. This Association shall sit as 'an advisory council, to advise, It prudent, In all matters 

of dltrleu1t7; to ascertain the cause of non•represimtatlon, to select from this body such com· 
mlttees deemed neeessar7 to the functioning of the body; to Invite and entertain counsel with 
all brother ministers commensurate· with safety; to exclude, er dlsaanul . any member not eon. 
forming to the Rules of Deeorlum, and shall report hla, · or their conduct to the church of 
which they hold .. membership. 

• • I • . . 

12. This Association shall not, at any time, enrace In what may seem to be ot a commercial 
nature. However, It shall be the duty of each 1 church to· provide means to defray current ex· ' 
penses of the Association. • 

13. This Association possesses appellate Jurisdiction In all matters concerning the Ministers 
of the council, as touching their quallllei.tlon, of his· manly character and general conduct; 
Jltrlct adherence. to the principles and doetrlne ot faith and practice, not deviating from that 
set forth In the Articles ot Faith of Free Will Baptist. Particularly that of the plan. of re. 
demptlon; ot the Christian fellowship In the unity of Spirit and the bonds of peace; or falllng , 
to keep the Ordinances,· and the perseverance In faith, ready to be revealed In glory at the 
appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ; when both saints, and the wicked dead shall be resur· 
reeted, the salnto to everlasting Ute, and the wicked to eternal damnation. 
church .. 

' 
14. The Lord's 

this Association. 
SuPPer and feetwashlng shall be administered at each annual setting of 

• 

1a. This Association shall advise, or recommend the support of denominational enterprises 
aoeordlng to . the ablllty, or . means otherwise provided, and under the Jurisdiction of the local 

' 
10. This Association shall 

preaching, or advocating any 
• F~lth of Free Will Baptist . 

. 

,. 
possess the rights to repel, or exclude anyone coming unto us 
other doctrine than that set forth In· the original Articles of 

17. This constitution shall not be changed, or amended, only by a three-fourths majority 
of l.flillstera, as also the Deacons, and likewise the duly elected representatives at the regular 
annual settlnr of . the Association. 
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RULES OF DECORUM 
• • • 

· I. The Association, when convened, shall be opened and . closed 
by singing a!ld prayer. · · .. · . · 

. 2. Only one--person shall speak at a time, who shall arise to ,his 
feet and address the moderator. · · 

.. ' 

. 3. Each. person thus speaking shall not be interrupted in speech, 
· except by the moderator, until he get& through; nor shall the modera-

tor interrupt him unless he breaks ordrr. · 

4. The nerson speaking shall adhere to the question and shall in 
no wise cast reflections on any person who may have spoken before him. · 

· 5. No person shall 'speak more than three times on the same 
subject without leave of the Association. 1 · · · . 

' . 
. 6. No person shall laugh or whisper in time of· public speech. 

' . -
. 7. Members shall address each other by the appellation of· 

brother· or brethren, or sisters.. · . , · · 
• • 

8. No members of this Association shall absent himself when the 
association is sitting·in conference without leave of the moderator. 

. . ' 

/ 

·. 9. The nam6i of the. members of this association shall be en
rolled and called over as often as the association thinks is necessary. 

10. No member shall speak longer tha'n fifteen 1ninutes at any 
one time without leave of the moderator. 

-
' 

" 

• 

• 

• • 

-- .. 

I 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

I. Call to order by moderator. 
. ' 

2. Call for letters from churches. 
' 

· · 3. Election of moderator and. clerk. 

4. Read Rules of Decorum.· 

5. Appointment of Committees: Divine Service, Finance, 

Obituary, Arrangement 'of Business, . 
. 

6. . Call for corresponding letters. · \ 
' 

7. Call for petitionary .)etters. 

8. Unfinished business. 

. . '9. New business . • • ' . 
, . 

. . . 

.. ' - ,, ' 

" ··. ' ' ·, . 

.. 

' 

. . 

' 
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Fecf Washing .. 
· '".' - - St .• ,loJ.!n. L:h 13 . 

Rc'!'. R I:. Snu•ilwood, Azr. Re.. N. P. G. . · Rn. N. P. c,.tea 
· Rev. n. E. Smallwood owner. ownor. Coldwater,lli!o. 

···-··---.--.~ .-- .. _ ·~-- .U-
1. ·1 want to .. · be like J. ~lUI, His word my soul to keep~Bis l·fd keep) ·. 

·. 2 •. Ye caU .. me Lo~d and. Mas·ter, '.Well done!." f_or so I am; (for so I am;) 
.·' · 3; If "I yoar LordandMas·ter, andnowhave.waebedyondeet; .......... .. 

4. 1 gave yon thia ex ·am·ple, thalyon, my will re·plete;(my will replete) 

~:::::::': ! ;. 

• . ,_ . 

- -· --• -- - -· 
. . . . i ~- •· ,.._ ,.._ ·-..... ··•. . . ·. . . . .. · ... ~ .[J ~- t· li . 

· Ani! btim~bly,llh Him kneel·ing,and wash my• brother's fe'etliiiJtiroth~r's teEt) 

• 

_ And giv'n yon this ex • am·ple, to · do u I· com•n:and; (as I com·mand) 
Thd all who fol ~.low aft-er, this eerv ·ice .to re,•.peat,(l now re peat,) 

··To fol·low this commandmint,and wash each other'sfe teach other's feet,) 
.. ,. . . . ' . • . . 

f 

.,, 
' ., . . 

•• 
Dear Lord may 1 ....... .:. ..... ••• be n lit•tle mcire humble, . 

Dear Lord may 1 . show just n liUie more lne, 

. . ·•--•·c.,· --

• • • • 
• 

. 11~~r .. · .. l, ·,,, : 
Dai •ly fol·low thee (Daily follow )and may aot retreat(may I not retreat) 

-1.",, •. 1 t•t_·· 

I 

Ere 1 
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' ' 
Feet Wasbinc 

--
• ., ' 

Kar I lum·bly kneel •••••• .•••••••• and 
May I •um·llly kntPI 

............ 
·.-~1111 

wasb Hit feet . ~ •............••• 
waab my brother's hat. 

I 

When Our Lord . Returns • 

R••· N. P. c, Bn. N. P. Gal•• ewnor, Delroit, Mich. Rn, N. P.Catu 

... __ 
1 •. Wllao oar Bav·ior,new In glo-ry, com11 a•gain;how sweet thtato·ry !For these z. Tlaoaa now wait·ine for His c:omlng,faitblnl·ly tbe race are rnnoiog, Look·in& .. . . ~ 

• 

·-. 

r, r .. .iJ 

., . . '• 

D. 8.-When we 

0 
· ani with joy we llll••ty ~eet Him, 

aoa • atant·IF ia fait• we re 
tueign wltk Him In glo • tJ far a • 
tlaat homalo ltlory•laod so lar a • -·· ·~ "" ' 

. .._. t. •' 

~= 

• 

a-riaa •• "•' marn•log,.lnd for·ej •er; live In glo • ry bright and 
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• 

. 
Sis. Ida Marine, Clerk. 

.. -~- . 
Sis.' Ann Frendt; Clerk. • 

• 

• • '· .. 
• .. 
• . ' 

. . 

• .. 

.. 

-

.. ' .... ,_ 

, 
' , :I 

•• 

, 
. . 

·: ... 

.. 
_, .• . ., 

/; .. --

• 

.. , • 
• • 

• , . 
• 

· . 

• ... -.. 

. . 
• 

. ' 

• 

•• ' ., 
• , 

- . 

~:

• 

• 

. .. 
• 

.. 

,. ' . 

' 
• 


	Liberty Assn 1951

