P

] —

The Flrst Annual Sessmn -

of

:A‘The leerty Asso 01at10n

of
F ree Wlll Baptlst

When convened with the
Free Wlll Baptlst MlSSlOH

May 3——5 1951

- OFFICERS

. . R ) - ) .". . . . . .. ) . . . .. . . . . .
- P L . . . , o . - . e .o . ) . . . A ..
. ’ ’ i - ' . * ! - ' !
. . . . 1 . . . . - N .
. - " - . . = Lo .
- — . . . . o ]
Rl S . N -
-
: Y Kl 1 F]
B .
; . B .
; D i A ] _‘. . i P
- + "
. \
2 -,
o

iihHazel Park Mlchlgan ~9 

Rev ‘Malcom Rodgers, Moderator *

" Rev. E. J. Marine, Ass’t Mod.
~ Miss. Elsie Hawkins, Clerk
Mrs Mattle Shelton Asst Clerk

Next Sessmn to convene w1th the Free Wlll

"_.-._;Baptlst Temple. Detroit, Mich. May 1 - 3, 1952
R Inductory Message by Rev N P Gatea o o




On I‘hursday l\Lly Srd, 1951, 7:30 p.m., goodly |
number of Ministers, Deacons and ‘messengers composing .
‘The I 1berty Association of Free Will Baptist, met with-

the F.W.B. Mission in conjunction with the Ten Mile

~Free* Will Baptist Church of Hazel Park, Mich. When o
‘convemng in their first Annual Session. |

'Came together by singing; led by the Moderator Rev

'N.'P. Gates, followed with prayer by Rev. Henry How-

~ard. After which, the assembly engaged in a few minutes "
- of devotion led by Bro. James A. Nabors, followed with

the introductory message delivered by I(ev E. ]. Marine, .
using for Scripture lesson Matt. ‘5:10-19, Text “Ye Are.
The Salt Of TheEarth.” A good service was en]oyed by

" all present Dismissed by Bro. Lmzele Shepherd
. FRIDAY MORN IN G SESSION o

Pursuant to adjournment the Moderator called the

_assembly together by singing at 9:00 a.m., and.the read-

~ing for Serrpture lesson 2nd ch. Phil., prayer by Bro ]ohn | o
» Crozrer L : |

‘First item of business, the Moderator called for letters

. -from the various churches representing to-wit: Ten Mile -

 Free Will Baptist Church, Free Will Baptist Mission,

Free Will Baptist Temple and the Maple Grove Free -
'Will Baptist. Letters were read and delegates seated in =
~ conference (See list of delegates) Prayer of consecratlon -

i led by Rev. Malcom. Rodgers. -

Next item of business was the appomtmg of the sev-' |
| eral commlttees, as follows : | |

o Commzttee on Divine Serwces-—Bro ]ohn Cr021er SlS -
Mary Stanley and Srs Anna erght

o  Business Comm:ttee—Rev Claud erght Rev E J

~Marine and Bro. H}1rshe1 Stanley.

" Committee, on Obituary - Sis. Stella StamPffr Sls Lllhe"-"-;.ﬁi

- Kelly and SlS Rosre Roberson B e




.‘Cmnmzttee .on Finance — Bro. ]ames A. Nabms, Sls |

'Hazel Johnson and Sis., Jewel Roberson.

In due time, the Committee on Dwme Serwce an- o
| nouncul Bro. Claud erght to- brmg the 11:00 Message. -

Nt.xt 1tem of busmess ~was the elecuon of offlcers for °

the ensuing year, resultmg in the selection of Rev. Mal-
~ com Rodgers, Moderator; Rev. E. J. Marine,: Assistant

\[oderator Sis. Elsie Hawkins was selected as Clerk SIS
M atue Shelton, Assistant Clerk

At this interval, the assembly was nraced with the
presence of the following visiting Ministers: Rev. Frank

-+ Pritchard, pastor of the Free Will Baptist Chapel; Rev: .
~ Jake Adkins, pastor of the River Rouge Church, present

“with him was the Rev. Johnson Meador, from Crab Or-
chard,”West Va., presently engaged with the River Rouge
Church in a revival campaign; Rev. Raymond Riggs, pas-

| ~ tor of the Highland Park F.W.B. Church, present with -

-~ him was the Rev. Harold Pitts from Ala., who is presently

cngaged with the nghland Park Church in a revival el-

[ort The same being received as honorary guest.

At this interval, a motion was sustained. to ad]oum :

the business until ‘the afternoon session, gwmg way 1or
~ the worship hour. oy

ELEV]:N O’CLOCK SERVICES L -
Came togethel by smgmg led by Rev N P G&tﬁb, -

Prayer by Rev. Harold Pitts. After which, a round of tes- '_ .
timonies were given by each of the guest ministers. This

- was followed by special numbers rendered by a duet com- -
- posed of Miss Elaine Wright and Marjorie Miller, singing -
“My-Dream Home In-Glory,” and the original Gates
Gospel Quartet, composed of Rev. N. P. Gates and wife, -
Rev. Raymond Riggs and W. E. Gates; assisted at the
—p1ano by Miss Marjorie Miller, rendering the. followmg
“I'm Redeemed,” “I'd Rather Be An Old Time Christian -

(Than Anythlng I Know) " and “I'll Fly Away nUAETT

which time, “The Holy Ghost descended upon us-in a &
Hallelu]ah Time of Re]mcmg the hearts of all present.”
N - | o -/
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The. Mes:sngc of- the hour was' delivered. by Rev Claud*

\Vrmht using for Scripture lesson: Matt. 13:24-51; Text,
“Have Ye Understood These Things.” Serwces were: dis-
mrssed by Rev Raymond Riggs.. A -

'NOOX HOUR = *

B\ bountlful feast and refreshments was served by the
u‘ood sisters of the host-church, which, needless to say

was en]oyed by all Thanl\s bemg offered by Rev Harold
Pltts.. AN , s

.
- ]
L ‘ ' )

Prayer by Rev. John’ Gallagher followed by the Modera-
tor readmg from 1 Cor 15 45- 58 Prayer by Rev Johnson
\Ieador o e ‘,,\ o

First 1tem of busmess cl'ummg our attention for this -
~session, was the matter of selecting a’ Presbytery Board.

And, that accordmg to the Constitution, they should be,
préferably Ministers, chosen by the body...Whose tenure
of office shall be ranging . from.one to five years. ‘And, that

inasmuch as Rev. N.' P, G'ites ‘Senior Minister, having
served in this capacrty the previous.year (from the be-
ginning of the Ass’ n), it was agreed that he should be re- .

tained for the remaining four years of the unexpired term

of five years; Rev. E. J. Marine, five years: Rev. Henry
A, Howard, three years; Rev. john Q. Gct_llagher;_two..
| _years Rev l\['llCOITI Rodﬂ'ers one year e

Ne).t item, was®to. select an Executwe Boa:rd rangmg
through the yearsin like manner as the Presbytery Board,
however, not confined to ministers only; resulting in the
clection of the following: Rev. Claud Wright, five years;
Bro. James A. Nabors,. four years; " Rev.'N. P. Gates, three

Years; Bro E. L York two years Bro Hurshel Stanley,__

one year, -

.
* .

'+ " ’ "1

' ‘»-.-. !

At thfs mterval it was suggested by Rev Marrne and

elaborated ‘upon by the body, that a General Fund should
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: was found to be unconsututlonal and was rescmded
betore it reached the committee room, L

~ At this interval, the committee on Divine Serwce an-
nounced Rev. Johnson Meador to bring the Message at
the three o'clock hour. |

be appropr:ated Wthh by reference to the Constitution,

Next item, was the matter of setting the First Quar-
terly Conference, as also the next Annual Session; Re-
sulted in the selection of the Free Will Baptlst Temple of
Detroit, for place to convene the two sessions (This, how-
ever, was in accordance to the fact, They having the only
request, so stated in their letter) . Nominations were now
‘in order for the selection of Messengers for the inductory
- messages at the subsequent settings of the Conferences;
Resulted in the selection of Rev. Malcom Rodgers at the

Quarterly Session; Rev. N. P. Gates was - chosen for the
 Annual Session.. |

At this mterval a motion was sustamed to adjourn_'
the business session until '9:00 a.m. Saturday morning.
Inasmuch as there being several candidates, set apart for
Ordination and Licensing, the Moderator instructed such
to meet with the Presbytery Board for exammatlon at-
K 00 p m.  Dismissed by Rev.-N. P. Gates.

THREE O’CLOCK SERVICES

~ Came together by singing, led by Bro. ]ames A
‘Nabors, Prayer, after which Rev. Meador took. the stand,
using for subject, “There Is Sunshme In Every Cloud.”
A nreat inspirational message was gracmusly received, in

Splrltual manifestation. Services was closed by the right

hand of felIowshlp, and dlsmlssed by Rev Meador

EVENING WORSHIP

Whlle the Presbytery Board now in session, the con-

- gregation was called together by smgmg, led by Bro. W
E. Gates, Prayer by Rev erght

a—
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| After a great time of (ILVOtIOH tll(, Moder'itor callec
for the Ordination Service; At which time the followin g
candidates, having been chosen by -their respective

- churches, and subsequently examined by the Presbytely

Board, found to be orthodox, presented themselves for
-the final public examination and approval, presided over
by Rev. N. P. Gates, chairman of the Board; Rev. Clayd
Wright, to the Ministry; Bro. Hurhsal Stanley and Bro.
Leslie Gallagher to the office' of a Deacon, respectively
(Free Will Baptist: Temple); and Bro. John Crozier, to
~ the office of Deacon (Free Will Baptist Mission). These
all found worthy, and orthodox received'the laying on of
hands and prayer; Rev. Gallagher, Rev. Rodgers and
Rev. Gates wording the prayer. Candidates’ wives, res-
- pectively by their sides; including the following: Sis.

“Anna Wright, Sis. Mary Stanley, Sis. Grace Gallagher and
- Sis. Floy Crozier) . - This was followed by Christian hand
shake and a time of rejoicing. .

Services continued by the rendttlon of spec1al nums-
bers by the Gates Gospel Quartet and the Girls Duet of
the Ten Mile Church. Message by Rev. Malcom Rodgers,
on the Ordinances. After which a great number partici-
- pated in the Communion and washing of each.other’s
feet. A great time of singing and praising the Lord was
experlenced by all present. Dismissed by Rev. E. ]J.
Marlne o | _

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

Came together by singing, led by Ralph Clouse, Scrtp- |
_ture lesson by the Moderator readmg I T1m 6 1 8, Pray-

 er by Bro. Burris.

At this interval the Moderator called for the Roll
- Call, which response was given, with the | exception of the
following absentees: 'Rev. Gallagher, Rev. Howard, Bro.
‘Stanley, Sis. Anna Wright, Sis. Elaine Crozier, Sis. Stella
- Stamper and Sis. Hazel Johmson. | .

Next 1tem, Call for Committee Reports, See reports. |




COMMITTEE REPORTS .
COMMITTEE ON DIVINE :SERVICES

_, Commlttee on Dlvme Servwes in their final announce-
- ment, selected Rev. N. P..Gates as the speaker for the
. ~11:00 o’clock hour.. Committee now having filled charge,
- .was comphmented for. thelr splendld serv1ce and was
dlscharged R e

B R (See Cmmmttees)

COMMITTEE ON OBITUARY

We your committee on obltuary, 1S pleased to ma]\e |
the followmg report:: - | | .

That our heavenly Father ‘in HIS Lmd prowdence
has seen fit to spare the flock, in that no “deaths have been
“‘reported among us, except to extend our sympathy to the
Maple Grove Church in 'their loss of a departed -friend.
“With an expression of a heart of gratitude ‘to the com-
mittee for their splendid service, and a heart of thanks "
-unto God the commlttee was duly discharged. |

I ' (See Commlttees)

CO\IMITTEE ON FINANCE

We ‘your Committee on Finance submlt the followmg-’

- report, having received for this session from the various.
. churches, as follows IR ;o

‘Free Will Baptlst Tem le $4 00; Free Will Baptlst
Mission $15.00;, Ten Mile: F W.B. Church. $6.00; Maple
Grove Church $5 00.” Total $30.00. Bemg informed that
the Maple Grove Church had-exceeded-all others:in their
f”_offermg for the year, and that the approximated cost of
~ printing the Minutes would aggregate," conservatively

around $80.00 .for 400 Minutes (Since the prices of ma-
o ‘térial -and printing have constantly béen advancing) , that
,. . 'the'total'amount received through'the year, ($70.00) was
| | "?flnadequate to meet. these expenses,- additional contrlbu-

itions ‘'were made, brlngmg the total m the amount as -
follows.. | L

. i
.




- . charged

Free Will Baptist Temple . §2500
Free Will Baptist Mission ... 20,000

. Ten Mile Free Will Baptist .......................... e 20,00
Maple Grove Free W111 Baptlst e ;-20.00 :

 Grand Total e $85.00

Report recelved and the commlttee was duly dis-

-, ’. - o (See Commlttees)
BUSINESS COM‘\IITTEE

| We your Comxmttee on. arrangement of busmess, not
havmg anything in partlcular to report, in-that whilst no

. .approach to new matters has been attempted that would

claim our attention, except the: suggestlon relative to °

f,_General Fund” (See Record elsewhere) , the same belng-
found ‘to be contrary, to the “will and testament” of the
Constitution and was therefore rescmded Suil?rce us to
subnnt thﬂ following resolutlon | |

' RESOLUTION OF RESPECT T

| Be ;t resolved that we give a I'ISlIlg vote of thanks to

‘_ -the good people of ‘the host church, Free’ Will Baptist
~ Mission for. their kind hospitality'in the way and manner

in which they have entertalned and cared for this sesslon-~

of the assoaatlon., ) . |

o . R ".'.;. | (See Commlttees)

At thls mterval the Moderator announced a few mm-

utes intermission, giving way. for the pron*rams of the4
| jleague workers in the F. W B. L. v

i .
.o

AR LEAGUE PROGRAM

*_ Came together by smglng, Ted by Ralph Clouse. The

~first.to appear on the program was, “Cripple Joe,” by the
. Free Will Baptist Temple, under the dlrectlon of Sis.
| "';.-'Gladys Manier. : |

Next to appear on the program was, a ]umor Group

-
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‘“‘Bible verses””; followed with songs by tﬁe Semor Group

of the Free Will Baptist MlSSlon under the dlre( tion of
| Helen Grice. -

_ Next to appear on the pro ram was, “The Beauty of

. Humlhty” by the Ten Mile F.W.B. Church, con51st1ng of
-an opening song “It Won’t Be Very Long,” Prayer by

Bro. Eldon Pearce, followed -with the current League

T lesson, under the direction of Bro. Ray Maxwell

11:00 WORSHIP HOUR
At the close of the League Program Rev. Gates

"brought the closing message; using for subJect “Spiritual .
~ Greatness.

!I

Scripture lesson Matt. 18:1-6; Text—Thy
Kingdom Come. Matt. 6:10. At this interval, thezPresby
tery Board. retired to the counsel for the examination,.

- and granting of a license to Bro Clyde Burrls to the
| _Gospel Mlnlstry - -

The Minutes of these* proceedmgs were read, and ap
proved with commendatlon to the clerk for her efflc1ent

'A motion was sustamed to ad]ourn untll the tn:ne and
place of the next Annual Session, when to convene with

- ‘the Free Will. Baptlst Temple, on Thursday evemng
~ 7:30, May 1-3, 1952,

" Conference was brought to a close by singing, - God ‘
Be With You ’Tll We Meet Agam . Dlsnnssed by Bro

~ Beecher Cope

REV MALCOM RODGERS Moderator
MISS ELSIE HAWKINS Clerk o |
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"ORDAINED MINISTERS

o Rev N. P. Gates, 19405 Danbury, Detroit, Mlch Rev.
! -_I\Ialcom Rodgers, 387 W. Evelyn, Hazel Park, Mich. Rev.
" John J. Gallagher, 5648 W. Jefferson Ave., Detroit, Mich.
~. Rev. E. J. Marine, 992 E. Coy, Hazel Park Mich. Rev. = 5’

~ Henry A. Howard, Hazel Park, Mlch Rev Claud |
o \Vrlght Hazel Park, Mlch |

LICENTIATES

Rev Clyde Burris, 87 E. Brockton
Royal Oak (Twp) Mich.

DEACONS o o

L

o Name Church - : . - Address :
- Y.'V. Hayley, Free Will’ Baptist Temple ...... '....-....4770 Mitchell, Detrmt a O
Hurshal Stanley, Free Will Baptist Temple ...3718 Townsend, Detroit

Leslie Gallagher, Free Will Baptist Temple.. 18826 Keystone, Detroit
"W. E. Gates, Ten Mile Free Will Baptlst 1478 E. Meyers, Hazel Park
~ ("has E. Miller, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist .. 1419 E. 9 Mile, H. Park ;
" E. L. York, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist...337 ' W. Lincoln, R. O. Twp. - i
Rabe P_e arce, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist®...1938 Ardmore, Ferndale " E
|

“ Henry Finney, Free Will Baptist Mission ...... 1897 Saratoga, Ferndale
'*"] O. Butcher, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist ..... 1244 E. Jarvis, H. Park
Enoch Ellis, Ten Mile Free Will Baptist ... ... 963 L Elza, Hazel Park - L
'Jolln Croner Free Wlll Bapust M1ss:0n ...... .. 30480 Brush Royal 0'1k | o ; . | :

DELEGATES T

TEN \IILE CHURCH: | R0s1e Roberson, “Annie - \erght Mattfe
-~ Sheiton, Elaine erght and Jewel Roberson. . -

'FREE WILL BAPTIST TEMPLE: James A. Nabors, Lillie Kelly,
| \Iary Stanley, E131e Hawk:ns and Fay Stanley ' . '

l‘REE WILL BAPTIST MISSION Elalne Shepherd and Floy
Croner ' :

_{\IAPLE GROVE FRFE WILL BAPTIST Stella Stamper and Hazel oL
Johnson , - . v - | L

{




- ARTICLES OF FAITH EE N

IR 1 GO, We believe in one true and - llvmg T riune God com-
. posed. of the Father, Son and Holy SFII‘II equal in. divine Essence,
Purpose [‘ower and Glory -St John 1:1, 1 Cor. 86 St. john 10 30

2. Chr:st We behe»e that }esus Christ is the dlvme Son of God
.W’ds with the Father and the Ho Y Spmt at the time of the Creation,

left the Courts of Heaven and came to this earth. Took upon Himself = -
‘the form- of humamty, sin excepted, by being born'of the Virgin Mary, ™
manifested His power, was crucified, placed in Joseph’s tomb, rose from-
the dead the third day, completed the great' plan of salvation,; walked

and talked with. His disciples, publicly ascended up~to Heaven, and

‘that He will descend again to gather His jewels home.—Isaiah 9;6;. St. .
John L:i14; Luke' 1:26-28; Matt. 14:13- 21, _Marl_\ l(‘9]9 Lul\_c_ 24: J_{)_fi‘i

.. Acts 1913 Mark 15: 2‘?’4: | . e
3. HOLY SI’IRII We beheve that [he Holy Splrlt ‘has visited

b

_true believers in all ages, and especially since the ascension of the SON
* buack to the Father, and His coming on the day of Pentecost. Has taken

up His office work among all nations of people, as-a: Divine Reprover,

Comforter and Guide.—Judges 6:34; 11:29; St. John 16:8-14; Isalah (‘3 -

- ___"lO‘l Lphesmns 4:30; Acts 8:17-20; hzek 36:27; Joel 2:28..

| 4.'. THE BIBLE ‘We beheve the Blble whlch 18 Lomposed of the
| 'S(,uptures of the Old and New Testaments, was given by Inspiration - . .
of God, is our way-bill from earth to heaven, and the only infallible ... " -

rule of faith and practice.~2 Peter I: 19 21, 2 Tim, 3: 14 17; Danlel 10 21
Acts 1:16-17; Matt. 21:42.- - S ‘ .

5. THE I‘ALL or MAN. We bel:eve that GOD created man - .

. good, gaxe him a just law by which he should be governed;: with *
promise of reward for faithfulness and with pena]tles of punlshmentx |

for disobedience: Gave man power of free moral agency to choose the

. right and reject the wrong. But our first parents heeded the-voice of .

the great enemy of souls, voluntarjly transgressed the law of GOD, fell;
with their Posterlty, under the just penalty of the same, and were un-

. able of their own power to extricate or save themselves from the great

- .dilemma into which they had fallen. God gave them the hope of salva-
- tion through the coming of CHRIST.—Gen. 127 2:16-17; Psal_ms.5l
IGen 6:5; Rom. 51219~john 3;6; Eph 2:3. - S

6. REDEMPTION, SALVATION, ADOPTION. We.believe that
Jesus Christ by His birth, death, burial, resurrection and ascension paic

the purchase price for the redemptwn of the whole human race, ar-

ranged a pardon for all who come upon Gospel terms; and a law of . | | s
.. adoption into the Kingdom of Heaven, and an eternal inheritance into. -+ - -
the glorified. Kingdom above -—Heb 9:12; Gal. 3 13 4:4-5; TllllS 2 M4 o

St.. John 3;16; Isaiah 15:22,

7. CONDITIONS OF SALVATION We believe, that all persons, -
dylng in mfancy and -all 1d10ts are saved by the atomng merits of the

b R " . - .

Lo e
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1.

. Son’ (:-f (Jod without any act on thelr pdrt that peraons cemmg to the =
- years of aceountablhty, transgressing the law of God, must upon their . .
-part, exercise faith in Jesus Christ through repentance toward "God, at

the completion of which pardon takes place in the mind of the\Father
and by .the Holy Spirit they pass through the ordeal of regeneration,
are washed in the blood of the Lamb and are.planted in the Kingdom

. of. Christ—John 3rd chapter; Matt. 19:13- 22. ] (or 7:10; Lul\e 18:16- 1:‘,
1 _Sl john 411 16;. Psalms 98:3. . v

8 SALVA FION IRLF W’e belleve that God desires tlle salvu-

 tion of all Christ died- for.-all; and whosoever will may come and be

ased upon tfle terms of the Goepel -—-l I’etez 1:9-25; - 2:9-25; Retelatlmt -
2:17. - . : .

9 BAPIIS\I W’e hellete that (.llnsu.m hdl)tlsm 15 the 1mmer

 sion of believers in water, in the name of the latller the Son, and the
‘Holy. Spirit, in 'which are represented the burial and’ resurrection of

Christ; also represents our death to sin, and only those who have come
under the presbytery of the elders are qualified to.administér the

_'-n.mle'-—\latt 3!4_ 16:. 3:5-6: 1 Pelel 3”1_ St Juhn 3:23; Acts 10:47:
- Matt. 2819 R | ' B _

10" COMMUNION AND FEET WASHING. We believe that the
Lord’s Supper and the washing of the saints’ feet are ordinances of the

. Gospel of: Christ; the Lord’s Supper was instituted by our Saviour to

comimemorate His Inoken body and. shed blood for the sins of the
world, and to. show our remembrance of Him till He comes. All
Christians have a right to the Lord’s %upper and should be invited;

" “Let a2 man examine lnmself and so let him eat.’

The washing of the feet was instituted by our Lord at the same
time that.the. Supper was instituted as an,act of -humility to show our
love for each other, and hoth ordinances should be perpetuated by all

- - Christians until His second eommg -—-[ uke 22: 10"0 1 (‘or I1: 20 20, St.
]Ohn 13117 ‘Matt. 26:2629.. - - - o .

'11:  THE SABBATH We belleve that the Christian Sabbath -
should be observed as a day of rest and for the -worship of God; that ;

- .we should abstain from all sinful amusements and secular employments,
. works of mercy and piety. excepted.—~Exodus.20:11; 31:12-18; Deut. 5:12-
S 1 T Lzek 20 12; Matt. 28:1; Luke 23 56 Acts 13 42A8 Mark 227 |

12. CALL TO IHE MINISTRY We helleve m a dwme call of |

" the ~ministry; that-God -in His goodness and power, of grace, impress

His ministers with the burden of lost souls, to the extent that the call
becomes irresistable with personal contentment;that when- they yield

.. - to the call’and exercise the native gifts accordmg to the Scriptures,
. with.a full rehance upon Him, He accompanies them in person of the '
. Holy Spirit to guide them in the way of truth and to bless their labors: |

accordmg to Hls purpose -—-]onah 1: l ]cr l Mark 3 14 Acts 1:22- 26

13 THE INVISIBLE CHURCH -We belleve that the Invmblﬁ

'_or Spmtual Church is the redeenod in the aggregate, is the famlly of
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God, i composed of all true Christians of every. congregatlon from
righteous Abel to the restitution of all things, from every kindred,

nation, tongue and people.—Eph. 316 21; ‘Heb. 12:22- 23; 1 Pet 2:5;
Eph. 22022 ‘Acts 2:47; Matt. 16:18.

14, T HE VI‘SIBLE CHURCH We beheve lhat a v151ble chureh |
of Christ is a congregation of faithful men and women, having obtained
fellowship with the Lord and with each other, agreeing to keep up. a
good discipline and doctrine according to the rules of the Gospel.—2
- Thess. 1:1; Acts 16:5; 3 ]ohn 1:10; Matt, 18:17; Acts 20:28; Revelatlon

1:4-20 - . _

| 15. - PERSI:.VERANCE We beheve that all true believers in
Christ should persevere in divine grace and in the knowledge of the
- truth, and that God's grace is sufficient to help them to overcome all
the obstacles of life, and that all the combined forces of the great
cnemy of souls on earth and in hell (or in his eternal abode) are not
able to rluck them from His hand so long as they walk in the path of
duty; but those who. sidestep and wﬂfully refuse or neglect to perform -
their duty, they would backside if persistently eontmued would he
| L[tli"lll} Jost.—2 Pet. 1:12; 2 Cor. 9:10;°2 Peter 1:4-8; 2 Peter 2:2; Rom.
:35-39; "Apostasy; 2 Peter 1:8-9 1 Cor. 10:1-13; Heb. 12:15-17; 1 John
_f‘: 11, ‘Heb. 6:1-6; 1 Tim. 4:1-2; Heb. 3:12; St. John 15:1-7; Matt. 12:31-32.

, 16.. CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. We believe. that
Christ is the Head of the Church, and that the government of the local
church is. with the body.—~Col. 118-19; Matt. 16:18; He;b. 12:23; _Matt.
‘?’l 42; Eph 1:22; Acts 16: 4 5. - o '

17. -SANC I‘IFICA"I TON. - Sanctllgeatlon is a work of Gods grace,
by which the soul is cleansed from all sin and wholly consecrated to
Christ. It takes place in regeneration, and the Christian can and should
“abide’in this state to the end of life, constantly growing in the grace
and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.—]1 Cor. 6:11; 2 Thess. 2:13;
Heb. 12:14; Phil. 3:21; 2-Thess. 5:19-23; St. John 17 17-19; 2 Tim. 2:20-21..

18. THE RESURRECTION. We believe in the resurrection of
‘the dead, both of the righteous and the wicked. When' the Tesurrection

shall take. place the soul and body shall be united, the righteous shall~ - |

~be received into everlasting happiness to reign- -with God for ever; but
the wicked shall go away into everlastlng pumshment —Matt. 28:6;
' ]ohn 52829 1 Cor. 15: 51-58 o

19, THE SOUL The soul is endless, hence does not d1e with the
| hody, but immediately after death enters into a.conscious state of hap-

piness or misery, according to the spiritual character here possessed-—-;-'

; 'Phll 1:23; Luke 23:43; Rev. 6:9; Luke 16: 19-25; Matt. 10:28." ‘
20 JUDGMENT \Ve belleve that there w:ll be a generaI uni- -

-versal ]udgment .when - all men shall be ]udged aceordlng to their

works, whether they be good or bad, and that immediately therefter

- the wicked shall enter into everlasting punishment, and the righteous

. into eternal happiness.—2 Thess. 1:4-9; Rev. 14:9-13; Luke 16:23; Rev.
- 21:8; 2 Cor. 5:10; Matt. 12: 36—37 Rev 20 12 13; Acts 17 31.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT -

- Having glven ourseh’es to God by faith in Christ, and -
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice,
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God in
chis solemn covenant. 'We promise by His grace to love and-
obey Him in all things, to avoid. the «ppearance of evil, to -
‘abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity
to the world; from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxi-
- cating beverages and to “provide thmgs honest in the 51ght
of all men.
| ‘We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof |
- with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, en-
~ deavoring to “keep the unity of the Spirit,” in the bonds of
- peace, to be careful of one another’s happiness and reputa-
tion, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the at-
~ flicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are.able,
promote the success of the church and of the Gospel.
~ We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it
our chief business in life to extend the influence of Christ

- - in society; constantly praying and toiling that the kingdom

of God may come, and HIS wﬂl be done on earth as it 1s in
heaven. ‘ |
. v We agree falthfully to dlscharge our obhgatlons in
reference to the study of the Scrlptures secret prayer, family
~devotions, and social worshlp, and by self-denial, faith, and
good works endeavor to “grow in grace and the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” We will not forget
the assembling of ourselves together for church conferences,
public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the
Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the sup-
port of, the church, of 1ts poor, and all its benevolent work.
To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of edu-
cational and ‘denominational enterprises, the support of
missions, the success of Sunday schools, and evangelistic
efforts for the salvation of souls, and the conversion of the
world.” And may the God of peace sanctlfy us wholly, and

. preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. | - | -
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- take the vote thereon: to have no vote. unless the Assccistlcn be equslly dieided in which case
: _rhe shall have the decidlng vote,. -

CONSTITUTION
- THE LIBERTY ASSOC.IATION L
. _' S FREE WILL BAPTIST ] Y

1 This Assccisticn when prcperly ccnvened shsll consist cf a Mcderatcr snd Asst Mcd
erator; Clerk, and Ass't Clerk, who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the members presen*
The duty of the Moderator shall be to keep the Assoclation in order, state questions fairly arn‘

'I_‘he duty of the Clerk shall be to- keep 31 iair reccrd cf the prcceedings ci the Assccisticn
The "Assistants ‘to the Moderator and Clerk shsll be tc sssist or

cccupy t'heir respectlve sests
-'chen tscant ‘or ctherwise necesssry L :
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2. Tiiis Asscciaticn shsll be ccmpcsed ci‘ ordained Ministers Deaccns end Licentietes tc-

‘gether with messengers duly chosen by the church.of their membership in our union, whom the °

. members jJudrge best qualified to represent them. Said messengers besr.ne letters certifying to
their appointment. .

Said Ministers and Licentistes shall ‘be men of. good report, wlthin and withcut ci hcnest

integrity and - full of the Holy Ghost, meeting the qualifications to that of I Tim. 3. Coming .

under the hands, or approval of the Ordaining Council, Pastors shall be chosen by the suffrage
of the church, or churches they serve; whose tenure of service.shall be. faithfully maintained

. until. terminsted and that effected only’'by a 60 days notice of said intention,. and the selection
of.an =active Minister within the beunds of ‘this Association to succeed him.

ever, one may be seiected from other sources, being apprcved by the Ordaining COHHCil ﬂf this
i‘iss n S

It iIs agreed, how-
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3. In the Ietters from the churchel sha.ll be expressed their respective number in fellcw-

ship, and the number recelved, dismissed, excluded or died: since the last settine ci the Assc-
cisticn dsy cf church meeting, Psstcr and Clerk

-

. . I.
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-1 Nc query shall Ye received by this Asscciaticn frcm s.ny church until it has 'been scted

L Upcn by said church and referred to the Assoclation. 1In which case the Association shall take'

up the matter, acting as an adviscry counsel to prcmcte peace end harmcny scccrding tc true
discipline of Divine grace, -

5 Ever:e church in this Assccis.ticn shall be entitled to a representaticn of Messengers nct

exccedine five: tcgether with sald clerk and ordained authcrity

-

| | _
6. This Assccisticn shall. maintain a Presbytery Board: selected frcm the crdsined aushority,

‘preferaply Ministers: five In number; also an Execntlve Board consisting -of five, selected from
the body, whose tenure of office shall be ranging from one tc five years. The Association shall,

select annuaily, to supply the vacancies as they occur.’

-~

- 7. Every motion, when in order and prcper]y sustsined' shsll‘be acted upon unless with-
drawn by the mover: that is to say, to present matters for discussion, trying the merits of the
same and it tound worth- snd crthodcx. to adopt it,

-,

8. This Assccis.ticn shall not exercise power sc_as to lord 1t over God’s heritage so as to
infringe on the internal rights of any. Maintaining the rights and privileges, and relation-
ship to each church to that of individual members: that is to say, if a church trespasses against
a2 sister church, the church iInjured shall try to reclaim them by Gospel steps; whereupon, if a
reccncilisticn cannot be eﬂected,-the sald church in default shall be dropped frcm our counsel.

\..

. 9., We-agree tc do all regular business by a majcrity of members present. '
10 Any church may be admitted into this Association by a petitionary letter_and messen-

- gers, if however, said church is found to be orthodox and orderly. Such admission shall be.

msniiested by the’ Mcderatcr extending the right hand of fellcwship to said messengers.
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- 11. This Association shall sit as an advisory council, to advise, if prudent, in all matters
of difficulty; to ascertain the cause of non-.representation, to select from this body such com-
mittees deemed necessary to the functioning of the body; to lnvite and entertain counsel with
all brother ministers commensurate' with safety; to exclude, er disamnul any member not cons

forming to the Rules of Decorjum, and shall report hls, or thelr conduct to the church ef
whleh they hold.membership. . .

12. This Association shall noi; at any tiine. engage i:i' what may seem to be of a commercial

nature. However, it shall be the duty of ~each; church tu provide means to defray eurrent eX- "

penses of the Associatlon | -

13.’ This Association possesses appellate jurisdiction in all matters concerning the Ministers
of the council, as touching their qualification, ef his' manly character and general conduct;
strict adherence .to the principles and doetrine of faith and practice, not deviating from that
set forth in the Articles of Falth of Free Will Baptist. Particularly that of the plan.of re-
demption, of the Christian fellowship in the unity of Spirit and the bonds of peace; or failing
- to keep the Ordinances,” and the perseverance in faith, ready to be revealed in glory at the
_ appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ; when both saints, and the wicked dead shall be resur-

rected, the saint.s to everlasting lire ‘and the wicked to eternal damnatlon
ehurch x . :

14 The Lord's Supper and reetwashlng shall be admlnlstered at each annual settlng of
thls Assoelatldn |

. ¥

15. _Thia Assoclation shall advise, or recommend the support of denominatienal enterprisea' .
~aocording to the ability, or means otherwise provided, and under the jurisdietlun of the loea.l |

| P
16. This Association shall possess the rights to repel or exclude anrone coming unto us

bDreaching, or advocating any other doctrine than that set forth in the nriginal Artieles of
Fn.ith of Free will Baptist -

17. This constltution shall not be changed, or amended only by a three-fourths majorlty

of Ministers, as also the Deacons, and likewise the --.lulsr elected representatives at the regular
annual sett!nz of the Assoclation. | | 4

r
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RULES OF DECORUM

* 1. The Assoc:atmn when convened shall be opened and closed
. hy smgmg and prayer i

2. Only one-person shall speak at a ume who shall anse to hrs -
feet and address the moderator. o .

3. Each person thus speakmg shall not be interrupted in speech
e\cept by the moderator, until he gets through; nor shall the modcra-
- tor mterrupt him unless he breaks order. - S

- 4. The person speakmg shall adhere to the quesnon and shall in
no wise cast reflections on any person who may have spoken before him,

5. No person shall 'speak more than three times on the same
subject w:thout leave of the Asseclatmn. oy -

6. No person shall laugh or whmper in time of - pubhc speech

7. Members shall address each other by the appellatlen of -

o lJrelher or brethren or sisters.

| 8. No members of this Association shall absent hlmself when the
- association is sitting-in conference without leave of the moderator.

9. The names of the members of this association shall be en-
rolled and called ‘over as often as the association thinks is ‘necessary.

10. No member shall speak longer than fifteen minutes at any
one time wuhout leave of lhe moderator

| ORDER OF BUSINESS

_‘ 1. Call to order by moderater

o

:Calll f_or letters fror_;n churches_. 5

Election of moderator and c]erk.f

G

.‘-_Read Rules of Decc-rum

: Appomtment of Commlttees Divine Serwce Fmance

.(3

Obltuary, Arrangement of Busmess
\ Call for cerrespondmg letters
Call for pentmnary letters.

| U_nﬁmshed business.

@90:4'9

New business.
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Sls. Grace Gallagher, Clerk
‘- . SlS. Geneue M:ller, Clerk

SIS. Ida Marme, Clerk
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" SIS. Ann Frendt. Clerk
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