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MINUTES

OF TE""CL
TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF
LIBERTY ASSOCIATION No. 1

OF THE

ﬁlnited Freewill Baptist
Church of Thrist

HELD WI'FH
PLEASANT PLAINS CHURCH,
Perdido, Baldwin €o., Ala.
Oct. 21, 22, 23, 1920

OFFICER
W. J. Covington, .= " #8 P -—-- Moderator
R. P. Watts, ___________ " Assistant Moderator
J. A. Briers, ————— e R e Treasurer
K. LASKID e TN NI e e AROEK
/
Associate Decons
J. M. Dockens _______ e A B D. C. Wilson

WITH FRIENDSHIP NO. TWD. AT CREALA.
MISS., ON THURSDAY BHFORE THE 4TH

-

SUNDAY IN OCTOBER, 1921, AT 10 A.M.

THE NEXT SESSION OF THIS Eil":l[ﬂ' WILL CONVENE
i}




PROCEEDINGS
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Perdido, Ala., October 21, 1920.

The body was called to order at 2 p. m. by the former
Moderator, Rev. J. J. Thomley, and the former Clerk be-
ing absent, Brother R. T. Shipp was appointed Clerk
pro tem.

The clerk enrolled the names of the ministers and
delegates present. The body was -erganized by electing
Bro. W. J. Covington Moderator, and Bro. R. P. Watts,
Assistant Moderator, Bro. R. T. Shipp, Clerk, and Bro.
J. A, Briers, Treasurer and Brothers J. M. Dockens and
D. C. Wilson, Deacons.

We extended the Right Hand of Fellowship to all the
ministers and delegates present and the Moderator elect-
ed took the chair and declared the body ready for busi-
ness and appointed Brothers J. M. Dockens and J. E. Wig-
gens, Reading Clerks and called for Church Letters and
several were brought in after which we adjouned until
eight a. m. Friday morning. i

FRIDAY MOENING

The body was called to order at 8 a. m. and after
prayer, was declared ready for business. We called for
tters and a petitionary letter was hancded in from Oak
Spring, which was received and we extended the right
hand of fellowship to all delegates wh came in since we
adjourned. The following committe.s were appointed:

-

In Devine Services:
Robert Thomley, J. A. Briets. Fred W hite.

In Sabbath School and Temperance:
G. W.-Murphy, Sister M. J {rrant, Sister Hattie Jack-
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On Obituaries: :
T. H. Perry, W. M. Grant and Warren Reniree.

On Home Mission: "
[,. M. Thomley, S. C. Wilson, D. C. Wilson.
- .

On Svegestions: o
W. J. Covington, R. P. Watts, and J. A. Briers.

Committee on the Standing of the Churches:
S. B. Dockens, W. T. Smith, R. M. Powell.

On the Standing of the Ministry:
O. L. Grubbs, J. E. Wiggins, W. E. Fretwell. \

On Finance:

R. T. Shipp, J. M. Dockens, J. A. Slay.

Recess 30 minutes giving committees time in which to
make up their reports. On reassembling we called for re-
norte and some made reports and the state of the same
was noted. Recess until one p. m. A

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

The bodv met persuant to adiournment, called for
letters and one was brought in and the Moderator extend-
od the rieht hand of fellowshin to the Delegates. We re-
newed the call for committees and several made their re-
ports. It was moved and carried that we dispense with
the Regular Order of BusSiness and take up miscellaneous
business.

Moved and carried that we hereafter organize no
church within six mles of another.

I+ was moved and carried that we extend the South
boundryv line of No. 1 Liberty from Mobile to Gulfport
and to Brooklyn north to New Augusta.

We recessed 0 minutes.

On reassemblin® we called for reports and the Fin-
ance Committee made aDartial report and several minis-
ters made their reports. i

We elected the Executive Committee by re-electing:
J. A. Briers, W. E. Fretwell. J. M. Dockens and electin;
Brothers O. L. Grubbs 11531_ G. L. May.

v . = - L) 1
We adjourned to meet at’s a. m, Saturday.

)
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* SATURDAY—MORNING SESSION

The Bodv was called to order by the Moderator and
after song serviece prayer was led by Brother J. J. Thom-
ley. Body was declared ready for business and we called
the roll and proceeded to business.

It was moved and carried that no member shall speak
more then twice on any question without the consent from
the body and not more than five minutes at a time.

We had several good talks on the Mission Work. It
was moved and carried that we appoint a committee to
draw up a nlace on which to base our Mission Work. and
Rrotherzs W. .J. Covington. J. M. Dockens and J. A. Briers
were appointed. Recess 30 minutes.

On reassembling we called for committee reports and
the committee on Home Missions made their report which,
with some amerdments, was adanted. The committee on
Missions made their report, which, after some discussion,
was sdonted. We nroceeded to elect missionary worker,
and Brother W. J. Covington was selected. It was moved
:nd carried that our Executive Committee constitute our
Mission Board.

Recess until one o’clock p. m.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON

The Body met persuant to aajournment and the Body
was declared ready for business, and called for reports,
The Committee on Suggetion made their report, which
was sdonted. It was moved and carried that we allew
our Missionary $3.00 per day and railroad fare; also allow
the Evangelist $3.00 per day and railroad fair.

it was moved and carried that Brother J. J. Thomley
write up recommendatiorns for our Evangelist and Mis-
sionarv and others. The Finance Committee and the
E:i:ecutive Committee made their report, which was adopt-
ed.

W. J. Covington was choseﬁ to preach the Introdue
tory Sermon at the 1921 Session.

Vote of Thanks. L
We wish to extend our sincere thanks to the good

J
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people of Pleasant Plain Church and community at Lu*%e
for their kind care and hospitality shown us during otr
stay with them.

We- adjourned to meet with Friendship Church
Creala, Miss., on Thursday before the 4th Sunday In
Qctober 1921, at 10 a. .m

COMMITTEES’ REPORTS

Committee on Sabbath School:

We beg leave to report; we find only two Sabbath
Schools in the Association and we urge Delegates and
Preachers to get busy arsund their church and show the
duties of the parents to their children. We should bring
the children n p in the we¥ they cshould go. and if we bring
them up in the service of the Lord we believe that the
Sabbath School ig the place for the children. We should
“be more careful how we ntandle onr little ones.

G. W. MURPHY. Chairman.
The report was received and Committee discharged.

On Stand'ng of the Churches:

We vour committee on the Standing of the Churches
heg leave to renovt we find 21l the churches in Liberty
No. 1 .in.good standing,so fa» ac we wa»a ghle tn asceriain.

S. B. DOCKENS. Chairman.
The report was receéived and Committee discharged.

Cn the Standing of the Ministry:

We vour Committee on the Standing of the Ministry
beg leave to report: We find all the preachers in Liberty
No. One in good stondine. exeept Brothers Dan Byrd, Z
T. Land and A. V. Mi‘tekel. who are not doing much for
the cause. We eive them one more vear to bring in the
fruite of their labor.

A. L. GRUBBS. Chairman.

The repéort was received and Committee discharged.
On Home Mission: =

We vour Commititee on Home Mission beg leave to
renort: We find very little done concerning this work
afrd we cugeest that therq be two more added to the Home
Mission Committee, and that they visit the homes of each




LIBERTY ASSOCIATION No. 1 o b T

member and nsist on them doing their duty in thls cause,
~and report at each 5th Sundav Meeeting.
L M THOMLEY Chalrman

On Suggestions:

We vour Committee on Suggestmns beg leave to re-
port: We reccommend that the next Annual Session of

this Body be held with Friendship No. 2 Church, Creala, ¢ . -
_ Miss., on Thursday before the fourth Sunday in October,’
1921. We also snggest that the Fifth Sunday Meeting be

held with Sardis No. 2, the 5th Sunday in May, 1921, com-
mencing on Thursdav night before; and the Second Fifth
Sunday Meeting be held with Cemira Springs in Julv, to
begin on Thursday night before the 5th-Sunday in July,

1921. - We suggest that the salarv. of.the Missionary be -
fixed bv this Aqqomatmn, all. 05-—\."1]1(:11 we.humbly submlt -

to your humble Bodv.’ ¥

: W. J. COVINGTON Chairman.
The report was received and Committee discharged.

P. S—We reccommend that .each.church elect a
Home Misgsion Treasurer and all money collected for
Home Mission be retained in the church and be paid out
only by.the orde~ of the Church.

Cn Missions and’ Evangalﬁtm*

‘We your Committee on l‘Irqsmns and Evangehstm i B
We resolve that we send ont a, Evangelist Preacher, and -
that we put behind him a Missionary to work and co-op-
erate torether; and we further resolve that the Mission-
arv elect a missionary board and treasurer and thé mis- .

s'onary shall turn over all money collected hv themto
the treasvrer with a receipt of work done. We recom-

mend that this Board meet anarterlv for the nurpose of -

making settlement Wlth the Evangelist and Missionary. -
| W. J. COVINGTON, Chairman.

The report was recewed and Commlttee d1scharged )

On Finance: :
We your Committee on Fmance beg leave to repor..

‘We find brought in with the letters, as follows: ‘Minutes ™ .
- and Assocmtmnal purposes, $29.00; Home Mission, $10. 96__

- R. (T. SHIPP, Chairman.
The report was recewed and Commlttee dlscharged

\
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On Obituaries:

We find from Shioah church there was four deaths,
Brother Coleman and wife, Ssister Nalen and Sister Led-
kins, from Good Hope, Richard Carlisle from Friend-
ship 17, from High Pine, Sister Jane Hall. She was bap-
tised in the Freewill Church on the 3rd Sunday in August,
1904 and she lived a devoted Christian the remainder of
her life. We regret to part with our loved ones, but His
will must be obeyed.

T. H. PERRY, Chairman.
The report was adopted and Committee discharged.

REPORT OF MINISTERS

J. J. Thomley: Sermens preached 160; members re-
ceived 45 ;baptized 23; organized two churches; money
received, $83.95; railroad fair, $13.10.

T. H. Perry: Miles traveled, 1,665; sermons preach-
ed 66; members received 12: baptized 2; churches or-
ganized 1; money received, $38.00; railroad fare, $40.00.

W. Renfroe: Sermons pdeached 45; members receiv-
ed 9; baptized 4; money received $51.32; railroad fare,
$6.15

(. W. Murphv: Sermons preached 72; members re-
ceived, 34 ; baptised 13 ; money received $44.50.

W, I, Covineton: Miles traveled 1300; sermors
preached, 65; members received, 3; money received, $85;
railroad fare, $47.50.

L. M. Thomley: Miles traveled 1,088: sermons
preached, 46 ; members received, 13; baptized 3; money
received, $745; railroad fare, $50.18.

~ W. M. Grant: Sermons preached, 14; members re-
ceived 1; money received $13.33; railroad fare $15.80.

List of Missionaries Present:
J. J. Thomley, Robertsdale, Ala.; R. P. Watts, Century,

Fla.; W. R. Renfroe, Bluff Sprngs, Fla., Route B, box 96; .

A. J. Slay, Perdido, R. T{ Coleman, Perdido, Ala.; G. W.
Murphy, Uriah, Ala., Route 1, box 83; W. J. Covington,
Perdido, Ala.; L. M. Thoinley, Duett, La.
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Visiting Ministers From No. 1.
). y N. G. Baggett, Brewton, Ala.; Thomas Owens.

;._ Churches ancl Delegates:
"'\ Shiloh: 4. M. Dockens, J. E. Wiggns.

Happy Home: J. J. McGille, Owen Lewis.
Pine Grove: W. T. Smith, G. L. May.
Cemira S]}l‘il'lp:ﬂ: W. M. Hasppord.
Oak Grove: By Letter.
Friendship No. 1: R. M. Pﬁrell‘
New Home: By Letter. g
Sardis No. 2: O. L. Grubbs.
Good Hope: Dan Morrow.
Stick River:
Oak Spring: A. Jackson, Mrs. Jackson.
Friendship No. 2: W. M. Grant.
Harvest Home: S, F. Jones:P. J. Clark.
High Hill: David Taylor, Hlla Loyd.
Pleasant Plains: Robert Thomley, Fred White.
High Pine: By Letter.
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ARTICL.ES OF FAITH

1. As to Godi—One God and Father of all. [ph. 4:06.

s & ol

As to the Scripture—All Scripture is given by ingpiraion of God.

2 T:m.., 3:16.

? As to Freedom of the Will—Ye will not come unto me. John

5:a0. Whosoever will, let him toke the water of life freely. Rev.

4. Ac to Conditions of Salvation—He ( Christ) died for all. 2nd

5 - - N 1 " 1 = | ~
Cor. 5:15. For whosover 5&1:‘;1‘ call upon the name of the Lord shall
he saved. Rom. 10:13. Foe1 due ceason we shall reap if we fa'nt

R

1
not. Gal. 6:9. Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a
crown of life. Rev. 2:10.

3 As to Election—God is no respecior of persons, Lbut in every

1

nation he that fearcth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted with

Him. Acts 10:34-35.

6. As to Grace—For the grace of God that brinzeth salvation
hath apnewzred to all men. Titus 2:11. For by grace are ye saved
through faith., Eph. 2:8.

7. As *o Feith—Justified bv faith. Rem. 5:1. This is t
victory whicli overcometh the'world, even our faith. 1st John 5:4.

Ac to | orke—Fai‘h.without works ‘s dead. James 2:6. &

A L E5d

hath bafore ordained that we should walk in them. Eph. 2:10.

9. As to Baptism—And they went down both info the wat
and when they were come up out of the water., Acts. 8:39. We

| " 1 1

- ] - 1 hhvr Fum -t 3 T ¥ A .
e Juarieqt w..n I‘!,L.‘ DY DapLE N unto acaci. Rom 64,

\s ‘0 Subject of Bantism—If thon believest with all thine
heart thou mayvest. Acts 8:39. So then everyone of you will give
an nccount of himself unto God. Rom. 14:1%Z,

\~ t5 tha Owenezs of the Christian Church—Is Christ di-

vided? 1 Cor. 1:33. I am the vine, ye are the branches. John 15:5.
There is one body

That they may be one as we are. John 17:11-21.
vour calling.

and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of
lLph. 4:4,
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12. As to Communion—This do 1 remembrance of Me. Luke

99:19. But let a man excmine himself and so let him eat of the
\ bread and drink of the cup. 1 Cor. 11:28. Letl no man therefore

jodge you. Col. 2:16.

13. As to the Re=urrection—For the hour cometh in which all

. : . "y 1
that are in the grave shall hear His voice and shall eome forth. Joan
5:28. Tor the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised in-

corruptible, and we shall be changed. 1 Cor. 15 02,

14. As to the Judement, Reward and Punishment—TFor we shall
stand before the judgment seat of Chrizt. Rom. 14:10. And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life

¢eternal. Matt, 25:46.

15 As to Feet Washire—Ye aloo ought to wash one another's

f.L'"'r"_I an excmple. John 13:15.

feet. John 13:14. For I have given
Verily, verily, I say unto you, the servant is not greater than hiz lord,
John 13:16. If yo know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
John 13:17. Beeausel Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-

#uple. 1 Peter 2:21.

AS TO RULES —ARTICLE 1
Qoption 1. When a suffieient nvmber of members are ready for
\nization the articles of faith and church covenant shall be read
if adopted the rivht hand of fellowship shall be »xtended, and
r nrayer they shall proceed to the election of officcrs, after which
y shall be d c¢lared organized and rpady for business.
See. 2. No church shall be organized wi‘h less than three male
mmkers, nor within six miles of anotlier church of the same faith,
unless in towns or cities,
See, 3. Thre officers of 2 church shall be a pastor, one or more
deacons and a clerk and a treasurer, and not less than three trustees.
Sec. 4. The church shzll call their pastor at the next preceeding
the last regular conference, in the associational year, unless in case
of a vacancy; in such case they may call a conferenze fer that pur-
; pose.
Sec. 5. Any church in case of necessity may call # conference
and elect one of their members or a visiting minister as moderator.
. Sec. 6. The church may hold a ecnference as ofiten as it deems

It neces=ary.

L* A e ‘.;
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See. 7. It is suggested that the church commune and wash the
members’ feet as often as convenient, and it shall not be postponed
on account of disobedient members, and they may commune oftener

f they 89 desire.

Sec. 8. The church shall not try a member witnout a kearing
unless said member refuses to attend the confernce, when notified
to do so.

Sec, 9. The church may grant a license to any member in good
standing to preach the gospel if it deems him worthy and competent,
and said license shall be good as long as he is an advantage to the
cause, but he shall be ordained only by the recommendation or order
of the church,

Sec. 10. When ministers or deacons are to pe ordained, the
church shall call a presbyterg or instruct their pastor tv do sc for
that purpose. And said presbytery shall be composed of two minis-

ters or one minister and two deacons.
See. 11. Deacons skall not be ordained unti] they have been tried.

Seec. 12. Each minister shall be a member of some live church
i

and in good standing with his chureh.

Sec. 13, It shall be the duty of every member, male and female
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on tlat cay the
pastor is expected to instruct the churech in a spiritual manner by
giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine and discinline, and the
rule of he¢ly living and the church members’ duties.

See. 14. No member shall give or attend card parties or attend
other places of worldly amusement, or allow such things to be given
in their hcmes, and drunkenness is strietly forbidden.

ARTICLE 2

Section 1. The pastor chall attend his church monthly uniess
providentially hindered, and shali sit as moderator and see that justice
i¢ done, but he may' appoint some suitable brother to sit in his stead
when he thinks proper for cause, he chall also hold a protracted meet-
ing with his ehurches once a vear.

Sec, 2, The deacons shall be clected by the church and shall
hold office at the discretion of the church, they shall watech over the
flock, advise the unruly members and report such to the church in
confercence when necessary, and may administer the ordinance of
baplista; they shall make all necessary arrangements ‘or the com-

Ba oy -
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munion, lnok into the needs of the chureh and the support of the :
pastor; they shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect to

. partake of the Lord’s Supper and wash each other's feet, and en-

" deavor to ascertain the cause that the same ' may be laid before-the
church in conference if necessary.

¢ S-'H.:.JR.”,')1 The clerk shall be elected by *he church:and ;shall-h‘nl:l,
office at the discretion of the church; he ghall keep a record of the
.members and 2 minute of the business transactions of the church,

- . and shall read same at the conferenca as often as the church may
' " demand, and shall turn all books an% i)apnrs to his successor in office,

: Seec. 4, The treasurcr shall be elected bv the church. shall hold
- office at the will of the church, shall kold all monies pzid into the
" church for generul expenses, and pay out same only on an order from

the church, in conference, and shall tawr all money and papers
to his sucecezsor. ”

L

See, 5. The trustees chall he elecsd by the chureh, and shall

hold office for two years and until their successors are elected, unless

~removed for cause; they have charge of the deeds and all other church

property, and sh"‘l look after the repairs of the church, but they can-

not sell or otherwise dispose of the church property without an order
from the church in cnnference

S2c. 6. No one shall be recewé:l in the church unless seripture-
\ - ly baptised, and members shall not mvrs three Tonferences in succes-
~ sion without a good excuse.. :

-
L - -_‘_J

Sec. 8. Members must’ pay“all ‘debt cuntracted by them or make .
satlsfactnry arrangements W1th theu' c:ried1tnrs and they Bh'ﬂll help
pay Ltheir pastors. :

ORDER OF CONFERENCE

. 1. Opportunity for members.

!G

Invite visiting brethren to seats with us.
Rending the m'nutes of last conference, | ‘

Chureh report of.acknowledzements.

Deacons report.

o o e

Unfinished business.
; 7 Miscellaneous business.

8. Motion to a;:ljuurn.
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CHURCH COVENANT

In order to have more perfect and free Christian love and fel
iowship for each other, and to advance the cause of our Lord ard
Master, we do hereby agree and covenant by the help of God our
I'ather, and aided by the Holy Spirit, to keep the ordinances, nrecepts
and examples as laid down in the New Testament of our Lord and
sSavior Jesus Christ.
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FOR THE YEAR 1920 R R
OF LIBERTY ASSOCIATION NO. 1 - A Wy
: - P =
CHURCH PASTOR ‘ CLERK POST OFFICE : i 5
3 et e R SR ~'N. G. Baggett John Coleman Aimore, Ala 1 S $67.65 108 $3.00
. Canoe | ... .. ... J. A. Slay Ben! Childres Canoe, Ala, 18" 18.00 381 2.95
New 1afe . it W. J. Covington Allie Mobry Wilmer, Ala. i S 18.50 i1 1.00
Robertsdale ................ J. J. Thomley , J. H. Cooper Robertsdale 8 S 12.40 30 1.76
Harvest Home ... W. J. Covington P. J. Clark Lottie, Ala. 1 S 1450 =45 _1.20
Cem'ra Spring ... G. W. Murphy A. 0. Allen Uriah, Ala. 4 S 103 ;B
Pleasant Plains .........__|J. J. Thomley B. F. Smith Perdido, Ala. 2 S 69 2
Friendship No. 1.....J. J. Thomley Cora Powell Pollard, Ala. 1 S 95 3
Pine Grove ............. R. T. Coleman W. T. Smith Perdido, Ala. 3 S 48 2
Friendship No. 2......_|W. M. Grant S. C. Carthen Kreala, Miss. 6 1
Oak Spring G. W. Murphy J. M. Calbert Local, Ala. 20 3
Dry Springs ... ... o Mary Stewart Pineville, Ala. 34 1
High Hill -0 ~_|Bro. Graham Lucie Stabler Uriah, Ala. 1
Happy Home .. ... A. J. Slay Winnie Sedman Perdido, Ala. 2
Stick River ....|Dan Byrd Mary Bass 2
New Home .... ....\T. H. Perry W. M. Rollan Atmore, Alzs.
Oak Grove ...|T. H. Perry Essie Perry Escatampa. Miss. 4 5 32.25 12
] ’1n {A, J. Slay S. H. Morthershed Bay Minette, Ala. 2 S 25.82 6
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