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i MINUTES r i = : I 
I = = I I OF THE : 
: I 
I = 
= I I : 
= Fiftieth Session of the Liberty l I . : I 
! Association i 
I = 
= I 
I = j OF THE 1 
= I I : 
= I 
l UNITED FREE-WILL BAPTIST CHURCH i 
I OFCHRffiT I 

\ 

I = : I 
1 HELD WITH i ! . 
E I 
I = 
= I ! Christian Home Church, McDavid, Fla. ! 
I I 
l October 6th and 7th, 1939 J 
I : : I I . 
i oOOoo ! 
I J 1 OFFICERS : 
: I 1 W . H. Bailey, Moderator N. G. Bagge tt, Assistant Moderator • 

: ' 1 R. T. Coleman, Clerk and Treasurer : 

I W. A. Burkett and W. J. Amer son, Associational Deacons f 
I . . I 
I i 
I : .. I l EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE I 
! R. J. Foste r, J. W . Byrd, L. J. Langford, S. J. Lewis and I 
i C. L. Baggett : 
= I I I . o I I ooO oo J 

~ The next session of the Association will be held with Semira Springs I 
I Church at Uriah, Ala., to begin on Friday before the II 
I Second Sunday in October, 1940, at 10 o'clock a.m. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

FRIDAY MORNING 

Christian Home Church, McDavid, Florida. The body was call· 
ed to order by Rev. "\V. A. Bailey. the Moderator. The former Mod· 
erator was re-elected. Bro. R. T. Coleman was re-elected clerk and 
treasurer; Bro. N. G. Baggett, Assistant Moderator; · 'Bro. W. A. 
Burkett and .Bro. W. J. Amerson, Associational Deacons. Then we 
took the right hand of fellowship .and declared the body ready :for 
business~ Visiting Brethren were invited to sit with us. . . . 

MINISTERS PRESENT 

N. G. Baggett ___ _: _______________ ·_·------------ Brewton, Ala. 

W. H. Bailey ------ - ----- ------------------- Frisc() City, Ala. 
R. T. Coleman ---- ------ ---~-.------------------ Perdido, Ala. 
L. M. Thomley ---------------------------------- Uriah, Ala. 
W. S. Thomley _____________ :. .:. ________ :_ _____ . Robertsdale, Ala. 

G. W. Murphy ------------------- ---.:.----------- Uriah, Ala. 
A. V. Mitchell · _________ . __ :_ __ ~ ..:Miami, Fla., 2143 N.W. 61st Ave. 

Lee Hanks -------- ~--------~-------------- -- Adamville, Ala. 
W R Th . . · · · . B S ' ,. Fla · • . omps()n ------- - ------------------- ay pnnbs, . 

MINISTERS ABSENT 

R. P. Watts ----------------------------- Bluff Springs, Fla. 
A. W. Wilson --------------------------------- - - Lottie, Ala. 
R. J. Money _____ :. ______________ ___________ Castleberry, Ala. 

J. A. Slay -------------------------------.:. _____ Atmore. Ala. 
J. S. McDuffie ________ - ___ - _--_-____ - ___ - __ - _- Pollard, Ala. 

.. . . ' . . 

VISITING MINISTERS 

K. Raner -------------------------------------- !filton, Fla. 
J. F. Taylor ________ .:, ___ ______ ·-- - -------- - ------ Milton, Fla. 

F. M. RIGHT--------------------.. ~--------------- Oppp Ala. 
W~ M. Gibson -------------- - -::.. _ _: __ .,: ______ Mt. Pleasant, Tenn. 
Rev. Lawrence -------------- -------------"'----Cullman, Ala. 

Recess until 1 o'clock p.m. Preaching by Bro. Lee Hanks and 
Rev. Lawrence. 
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FRIDAY EVENING 

The body was called to order by the Moderator by r eading a part 
of the tenth chapter of Acts. Prayer by W. H. Bailey. 

CHURCHES AND DELEGATES PRESENT 

Christian Home ______ _: ______________ .:, ___________ Lee Brown 

Shilo ~- ------------- W. J. Amerson, W. E. Franklin, Jess Godwin 
Ca.naan --------------------------·------------- -- J. C. Hall 
Union Grove ------------ F. R. Shipp, Ester Shipp, Mary Taylor 
Pine Grove ------------------------T· S. Coleman, t. :M. Boone 
Oak Grove --------------------------------- -:_ ___ By Letter 
Antioch ------------------------ Jess Hadley and Rosie Hadley 

Friendship -------------------------------------- Lyda Byrd Midway __________________ : __________________ N. G. Baggett 

Range · ------------------------- S. J. Lewis 
Semira -Sprl~~;~~--~~~~~~------------- A. 0. Allen, J. D: Peacox 

Reading Clerks-Mrs. W. N. Gibson and Mrs. Ester Sh1pp. 

CALL FOR CHURCH LETTERS 

. Range-Church~Letter was read and adopted. Paid $2.00. 
Shilo Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $3.05. 
Canaan Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $2.80. 
Union Grove Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $4. 
Pine Grove Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $4~ 

·Oak Grove Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $1.00. 
Antioch Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $4.00. 
Friendship Church-Letter was read and adopted. 
Christian Home Church-Letter was read and adoi>ted. Paid 

$2.50. . 
Midway Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid $1.00. 
Semira Springs Church-Letter was read and adopted. Paid 

$1.40. 

• 
SATURDAY MORNING 

Committee on Preaching-F.· R. Shipp and 0. L. Parham 

\Ve, your committee, appoint E. M. Gainy and A. V. Mitchell 
to preach Friday night. G. W. Murphy and ··w. H. Bailey to preach 
Saturday at 11 ()'clock. K. Raner to preach Saturday night, and R. 
T. Coleman to preach Sunday at 11 o'clock. 

Committee discharged. 
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Committee on Standing of Ministers 

We, your committee, find all the Ministers in good standing 
except T. D. Johnson, J. S. McDuffee and J. S. Odom. 

Committee discharged. 

Committee on Finance 

We, your committee on finance, find $17.70 in the treasury; 
but find some more to come in. 

Committee Discharged. 

Committee on Obituaries 

' ' · Shilo Church, 2 deaths, Mrs. Nancy Godwin, age 69; Miss Sabra 
Coleman, age 81. . 

· Canaan Church, 1 death, J. H. Bell, age 62. · . 
Union Grove Church, 2 deaths, M.A. Shipp, age 71; sister Sallie 

Lanford. 
Antioch Church-1 death, Sister Pace, age 84. 
·we regret to part with t hose we love who have been with us so 

long. We trust to God to meet with them in the Holy City of God 
above.-W. B. Bass, chairman. 

Committee Discharged. 

Committee on Suggestions 

We, your committee, report as follows: That the Association 
be held with Semira Springs church, Uriah, Ala., and the Fifth Sun­
day meeting held with Shilo Church, Atmore, Ala., on the Fifth Sun~ 
day in June, 1940. 

Committee Discharged. 

Committee on Sabbath School · 

We beg to report that we find only five Sunday Schools. We 
ask that the churches take more inter est in the Sabbath Schools . 

-E. M. Gainy, chairman. 

Home MiSiions 

Shilo Church paid for Home Missions, $550.00. 
Union Grove Church paid for Home Missions, $275.00. 
Christian Home Church paid for Home Missions, $18.65. 

--J. G. Godwin, chairman. 
Committee Discharged. 
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SATURDAY EVENING 

Unfinished B.usineu 

W. H. Bailey reports $100.10 for the Association from the sale 
of Mt. Willing church which be sold the body. Give Bro. W. H. 
Bailey $15 for his work and give the remainder to the several 
churches. 

B1·o. E. M. Gainey was ordered by the order of his church at 
Antioch. 

W. S. Thomley will p1·each the next introduction sermon. 
We offer a vote of thanks t o the good people of this community 

for their hospitality to us while we were with them. 
We adjourn to meet with Semira Springs church at Uriah, Ala., 

Friday before the Second Sunday in October at 10 a.m., 1940. 
W. H. BAILEY, Moderator. 
R. T. COLEMAN, Clerk. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. As to God-One God and Farther of all. Eph. 4:6. 
2. As to Sci'iptures-All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God. 2nd Tim. 3:16. 
3. As to Freedom of Will-"Ye will not come unto Me." John 

5 :40. "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely., 
Rev. 22:17. 

4. As to Condition of Salvation-He (Christ) died for all. 2nd 
Cor. 5:15. "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." Rom. 10:13. "For in due season we shall reap if 
we faint not... Gal. 6:9. HBe thou faithful unto death and I will 
give thee a crown of life." Rev. 2:10. 

5. As to Election-"God is no respecter of persons, but in every 
nation he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted 
with Him." Acts 10:34-35. 

6. As to Grace-"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men." Titus 2:11. "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith." Eph. 2:8. 

7. As to Faith-"Justified by faith." Rom. 5:1. "This is the 
victory which overcometh the world, even our faith." 1st John 5:4. 

8. As to Works-"Faith without works is dead." James 2:6. 
"God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Eph. 

2:10. 
9. As to Baptism-"And they went down both into the water, 
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and when they were come up out of the water." Acts 8:39. "We 
are buried with Him by baptism unto death." Rom. 6 :4. 

10. As to Subject to Baptism-" If' Lhou believest with all thine 
heart thou mayest." Acts 8:27. "So then every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God." Rom. 14:12. 

11. As to Oneness of the Christian Church-"Is Christ divided?'' 
1 Cor. 1:13. "I am the Vine, ye are the branches." John 15:5. 
"That they may be one as we are ." John 17:11-21. "There is one 
body and one spirit, even as ye called in one hope of your calling." 
Eph. 4:4. 

12. As to Communion-"This do in remembrance of Me." Luke 
22:19. "But let a man examine himself and so let him eat the 
bread and drink of the· cup."l Cor. 11:28. "Let no man, therefore 
judge you." Col. 2 :16. 

13. As to the Resurrection-"For the hour cometh in which all 
that are in the grave shall hear His voice and shall come forth." 
John 5:28. "For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be 
raised incorrupt ible and we shall be changed." 1 Cor. 15 :52. 

14. As to the Judgment, Reward and Punishment--''For we 
shall all stand before the Judgment seat of Christ." Rom. 14:10. 
"And these shall f!O away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal.' Matt. 25:46. 

15. As to Feet Washing-"Ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet." John 13:14. "For I have given you an example." John 13:15. 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his 
lord." John 13:16. "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them." J ohn 13:17. "Because Christ also suffered fm· us, leaving us 
an example." 1 P eter 2:21. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

In order to have more perfect and free Christian love and fellow­
ship for each other, and to advance the cause of our Lord, and 
Master, we do hereby agree and covenant, by the help of God, our 
Father, and aided by the Holy Spirit, to keep the ordinances, pre­
<'epts and examples, as laid down in the New Testament of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

AS TO THE RULES- ARTICLE 1. 

Section 1. When a sufficient number of members are ready for 
orgflnization the articles of faith and church covenant shall be read 
and if adopted the right hand of fellowship shall be extended, ::md 
after prayer they shall proceed to the election of officers, after 
which they shall be declared organized and ready for business. 

Section 2. No church shall be organized with less than three 
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male members, nor within six miles of another church of the same 
faith, unless in towns or cities. . 

Section 3. The officers of a church shall be a p~stor, one or 
more deacons, · and a clerk and treasurer, and not less than three 
trustees. 

Section 4. The church shall call their pastor at the next con­
ference preceeding the last regular conference, in the Associational 
year, unless in case of a vacancy; in such case they may cal} a con~ 
ference for that purpose. 

Section 5. Any church, in case of necessity, may call a confer­
ence and elect one of their members, or a visiting minister, as 
moderator. · . . -·. 

Section 6. The church may hold a conferenc~ as often as · it 
deems it necessary. 

Section 7. It is suggested that the church commune and wash 
the members' feet as often as convenient, and it · shall not be post­
poned on account of disobedient members. 

Section 8. The church shall not try a member without a hear­
ing unless said member refuses to attend the conference wh.en 
notified to do so. · , . · ' · 

· Section · 9. The church may grant a license to any member in 
good standing to preach the gospel if it deems him worthy and 
competent, and said license shall be good as long as he is an ad­
vantage to the cause, but shall be ordained only by the recommen­
dation or order of the church.-

Section 10. ·'When ministers or deacons are to be ordained the 
church shall hold a presbytery or instruct their pastor to do so for 
that purpose. And said presbytery shall be composed of two minis­
ters or one' minister and two deacons. 

Section 11. Deacons shall not be ordained until they · are tried. 
Section 12. Each minister shall be a member of some live church 

and in good standing with the church. 
·Section 13. It shall be the duty of every member, male and fe­

male, to attend each conference meeting if they can, for ·on that 
day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in a spiritual 
manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine and dis­
cipline, and the rule of holy living and the church. members' duties. 

Section 14. No member shall give or attend card parties, or at­
tend other places of worldly amusement, or allow such things to be 
held in their homes, and drunkenness is strictly forbidden. 

ARTICLE 2. 
Section 1. The pastor shall attend his - church monthly unless 

providentially hindered, and shall sit as moderator and see that jus­
tice is done, but may appoint some suitable brother to sit in his 
stead when he thinks proper for the cause. He shall also hold a 
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protracted meeting with his church once a year. 
Section 2. The deacon shall be elected by the church and shall 

hold off'ice at the direction of the church. They shall watch over 
the flock, advise the unruly members and report such to the church 
in conference, when , necessary, and may administer the ordinance 
of baptism; they shall make all necessary arrangements for the 
communion; look into the needs of the church, and the support of 
the pastor; they shall take notice of such members as refuse or 
neglect to p8rtake of the Lord's Supper and wash each other's feet, 
and endeavor to ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid be­
fore the church in conference. 

Section 3. The clerk shall be . elected by the church and shall 
hold office at the· discretion of the church; he shall keep a record 
of the members and minutes of the business transactions of the 
church, and shall read the same at the conference as often as the 
church may demand, and shall turn all books and papers over to his 
successor in office. 

Section4. The treasurer shall be elected by the church, shall 
hold office at the will of the church, shall hold all monies paid into 
the church for general expenses, and pay out the same onlY on an 
order from the church, in conference, and shall turn over all money . . 
and papers to his successor. 

Section 5. The trustees shaH be elected by the church, and shall 
hold office for two years and until their successors are elected, un­
less removed for cause; they have charge of the deeds and all other 
church property, and shall look after the repairs of the church, but 
they cannot sell or otherwise dispose of the church property without 
an order b·om the church in conference. 

Section 6. No one shall be received in the church unless spiri~ 
ually baptised, by an ordained baptiser. 

Section 7. Members must pay their debts contracted by them, 
or make satisfactory arrangements with their creditors, and they 
shall help pay their pastors. 

Section 8. We recommend that each church elect a Home Mis­
sion Treasurer and all money collected for Home Missions be re­
tained in the church and paid out only by order of the church. 

ORDER OF CONFERENCE 

1. [nvite visiting brethren to sit with us. 
2. Opportunity for members. 
3. Reading of the minutes of last conference. 
4. · Church reports of acknowledgements. 
5. Deacons' reports. 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. Miscellaneous business. 
8.' Motion to adjourn. 
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STATISTICAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1939 
Of The Liberty Association 

CHURCHES 

Range ---------­
Shilo ----------­
Christian Home --
Midway -------- -
Semira Springs __ _ 
Union Grove ____ _ 

Friendship ------­
Pine Grove -----­
Canaan --------­
Oak Grove -----­
Antioch ---------

PASTORS 

I 
G. W. Murphy __ 
Lee Hanks ____ _ 

W. S. Thomley_ 
W. S. Thomley_ 
G. W. Murphy __ 
W. H. Bailey __ _ 
W. S . Thomley __ 
R. T. Coleman __ 
G. W. Murphy __ 
L. M. Thomley_ 
R. T. Coleman __ 

CLERKS POSTOFFICE 
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I Ala. ----- 1 28 $ R . L. Jerkins ___ Range, 8.95 56 $2.00 
R. P. Amerson__ Atmore, Ala. ____ 1S 128.59 75 3.05 
Maggie Dockins_ McDavid, Fla. ---1 4S 78.20 36 2.50 
C. L. Baggett_ _ _! Brewton, Ala. ___ 

1 

28 ------ 12 1.00 
A. 0 . Allen _____ Uriah, Ala. ----- 4S f 110.72 100 1.40 
Ester Shipp ____ CastleberrY, Ala. _ 2S 40.90 62 4.00 
Rosie Walston__ Pollard, Ala. ___ 2S 39.65 131---- -
L. R. Coleman __ Perdido, Ala. ----1 3S 17.50 50 4.00 
Thelma Barnett_ Brewton, Ala.____ 3S 12.00 42 2.80 
V. L. Cooper ___ Castleberry. Ala. _ 3S 18.00 74 1.00 
E. M. Gainey ___ Nokomis, Ala. ---

1 
1S 150.00 SO l 4.00 
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