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OF THE 

LIBERTY ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

Through tbe continued Mercies of God, the Liberty Associat
ion or Free Will Baptists, met in its 12th Annual Session with 
Pleasant Grove Church e>f Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1. Sept. 21-22, 
1945. 

HELD WITH 

Pleasant Grove Church, Ash vHle, Ala., Rt. 1 
Sept. 21-22, 1945 

OFFICERS 
Rev. R. P. Ritch, Pell City, Ala.-Moderator. , 
Rev. J. T. Windsor, Pell City, Ala.-Assistant Moderator. 
Rev. C. L. Carlisle, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1-<Jlerk. 
Rev. C. A. O'Donnell, Ashville, Ala., Rt. !-Assistant Clerk 

~ 

The nex.t Session of this Association will convene 
with Friendship Church of Pell City, Ala., on Friday 
morning before the 4th Sunday in September, 1946. 

Fr" Wtll Bapt1it Gem. Zll Bond St Wonett. Mlli#ou n 

.. 



l PROCEEDINGS 
FRIDAY MORNING 

House called to order by the Clerk at 9: 05. Former Moder
ator, Rev. H. A. O'Donnell, took charge reading from St. John 
16: 1-20. Prayer was offered by Bro. P.en Howard. The Mod
erator then declared the body in order for business. Motion 
carried to elect Officers for this term and they was duly 
elected as notated at top of page. 

Roll of Churches called, and their ietters read and adopted, 
and tht~ delegates seated. The Moder ator then appointed tha 
working committees as follows: 

DEVOTION.AL-'Bro's. W. W. Callahan, Ben Howard, Henry 
Bishop. 

BUSINESS- Rev's. T. J. Finch, H. A. O'Donnell, G. N. Ben
nifield. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS-Sisters Loucille Gibson, Susie Pon
der, Bro. Edward Ledlow. 

FAMILY RELIGION-Bro. Robert Burnham, Sisters Willo· 
dean Gibson, Hattie Argo. 

TEMPERANCE- Rev's. LeRoy Smith, H . T. Perkins, A. J. 
Burgess. 

EDUCATION-Rev's. J. T. Windsor, Alfred Ledlow, Bro. J. 
E. Self. 

DECEASED MEMBERS~Bro's Hubert Ledlow, H. D. 0' Don
nell, Rev. E. L. Tally. 

AUDITING-Rev's. W. C. Patterson, A. J. Burgess, H. T. 
Perkins. 

MINISTERIAL STANDING-Bro's. H. D. O'Donnell, J. E. 
Self, Robert Burnham. 

LITERATURE-Bro. Ben Howard, Sisters Mary Stalling, 
Loucille Gibson. 

RESOLUTIONS- Rev's. T. J. Finch, H. A. O'Donnell, Bro. 
Hubert Ledlow. 

Partial report of Devotional Committee adopted. Motion 
carried that the Ministers' Conference convene Friday even
ing instead of Friday night. 

Business recessed until after Ministers' Conference Friday 
evening. 
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ELEVEN O'CLOCK S~JRVICE 

Rev. W. C. Patterson filled the stand, reading St. John 14: 
16 through 21st V. Text, "I will not leave you comfortless" 
St .. John 14:18. God blessed Bro. Patterson to deliver a real 
inspiring message. Dismissed by prayer for noon hour. • 

Noon hour. 

Dinner was served on the grounds by the good sisters of the 
church and community, and was heartily enjoyed by all par
takers. May God's richest blessings rest upon these good peo· 
ple. 

MINISTERS' CONFERENCE 

FRIDAY EVENING 

The lOth Annual session of the Ministers' Conference of 
Liberty Association of Free Will Baptists, ·m~t with Pleasant 
Grove Church of Ashville, Ala., Friday Evening, Sept. 21st, 
1945. 

., 

House was called to order by the Clerk at 1 p.m. Former · 
;.Moderator, Rev. W. C. Patterson took charge reading the 1st 
Psalm. Prayer offered by Rev. T. J. Finch. Motion carried 
t() elect officers for this term, when Rev., J. T. Windsor was 
elected moderator; Bro. D. J. O'Donnell, clerk. Motion car
ried that conference remain open until Saturday night, ac
count of other ministers not present wfshing to join this body. 
Rev. R. P. Ritch, Rev. Alfred Ledlow was duly received into 
full fellowship. Ministers reports read and adopted, and re
quest made that the Association grant all ordained ministers 
reporting, certificate of standing and all licensed ministers 
reporting a renewal of license. Recessed until Saturday even
ing. 

Saturday evening session assembled at 1:30. Rev. J. B. 
Ledlow was duly received into· full fellowship. Motion carried 
to request the Association to appoint a council of ( 3) three 
ordained men to recover the papers of Rev. W. G. Rogers. 
Motion carried to adjourn to reconvene with Friendship church 
of Pell City, Ala., on Friday night before the 4th Sunday ir.t • 
Sept. 1946. 

Rev . .T. T. Windsor, Moderator 
Bro. D. J. O'Donnell, Clerk s 

After Ministers' Conference the Association resum!E!d bus
iness. Report of Bible Student read and adopted. Evange
list report adopted. Business Committee partial report adopt
ed and business therein dispensed with in order. Motion car-
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ried to grant Rev. R. P. Ritch a certificate of standing. Or
daining Council then took charge a.nd examined Bro. J. 0. 
·wallace for deacon, Bro. J. B. Ledlow for ministry. Ordain
ing Councils report adopted and Bro. J. B. Ledlow was grant
ed license to preach the gospel for (1) one year. Motion 
carried that ordination of Bro. J . 0. Wallace take place Sat
urday 2 p.m. and that Rev. T. J. Finch preach the ordination 
$ermon. Motion carried request of Guiding Light Church be 
granted and they be excused from their obligation to Bible 
Student. Motion carried to elect a board of trustees for care 
of tent funds. Bro's. D. J. O'Donnell, J. E. Self, Ben Howard 
duly elected. 

Partial report of Devotional Committee adopted. Quarterly • 
'Meeting report adopted. Business recessed by motion until 
'9 a.m. Saturday morning. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES 

After song service, Bro. D. J. O'Donnell offered prayer. Sis. 
ter Lula Carlisle took{ charge of prayer and tesUmony service, 
reading St. J ohn 17:1-10. Many inspiring testimonies was 
rendered. Rev. G. N. Bennifield continued service by reading 
St. Matt 15: 1•0-14; Rom. 8: 14. Subject "Leadership". Bro. 
Bennifield was inspired to deliver a real warm message. Dis
missed by prayer. 

SATURDAY MORNING 

Reassembled at 9: 05 a.m., Moderator taking charge reading 
Rom. 8: 1-J 1. Prayer offered by Bro. Ben Howard. Reports 
of working committees read and adopted. Motion carried that 
the Moderator appoint a committee to organize a Sunday School 
<Convention, when he appointed Bro-'s. Robert Burnham~ J. E. 
·Self, D. J . O'Donnell. Motion carriecl to replace the 3rd item 
-of the Business Committee's report with the following: 25% • 
'Of tithes of churches be sent to the Home Mission treasurer 
by the Clerk or each church. 

Motion carried to elect Field Evangelist when Rev. R. P. 
Ritch was elected. Motion carried that the pastors of each 
~burch raise funds to purchase an 8xlllf:! in. Duplicator for 
Clerk's use. Motion carried that each pastor select a com· 
mittee from his church to raise funds to purchase a tent for 
Field Work. Recessed by motion until 1:30 p.m. 

ELEVE~ O'CLOCK SERVICE 

Short sermon by Rev. C. L. Carlisle. Dismissed by prayer . • 
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Noon Hour. 
Dinner was again served on the grounds by the sisters of 

the church and community and heal tily enjoyed by all par
takers. We extend to them our heart felt thanks for theix: 
v.: arm hospitality towards during our stay among them. 

SATURDAY EVENING 

Business was resumed after a short session of the Ministers 
Conference. The Assistant Moderator reading trom St. Luke 
9:54-61. Motion carried to elect Associational Treasurer, Rev. 
C. L. Carlisle elected. Motion carried to rcascind the act ol 
1943 of sending student to Bible School yearly, defraying 11~ 
this expenses. Motion carried to eleci: delegate to the Stata 
Association, Bro. D. J. O'Donnell was elected and presented 
wilh $45.00 entrance fee and expense money. Rev. T. J. Finch 
then took the stand. Text "You have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you", Bro. Finch delivered a real good sermon 
which we will all do wel~ to heed. Rev. G. N. Bennifield th~u 
led in the prayer of consecration anc.l service was completetl 
by the laying on of hands, and Bro. J. 0. Wallace was de
clared duly ordained for deacon. Report of Home .Mission 
Tre~urer read and adopted. Motion c~rried to place present 
Home Mission funds in the Tent F~mds. Motion carried t\) 
adopt report of Ministers' Conference and grant their request 
of (3) three ordained men to recover the papers of Rev. W. 
G. Rogers. Rev. W. C. Patterson, Re\'. G. N. Bennifield, Bro. 
D. J. O'Donnell duly appointed. Motion carried to adjourn 
to reconvene with Friendsllip Church of Pell City, Ala., ou 
Friday morning before the 4th Sunday in September, 1946. 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

Sister Willodean Gibson conducted prayer and testimony 
!ervice, reading from St. Mark 16: 15-20. Prayer offered by 
Rev. C. A. O'Donnell. Many warm testimonies were rendered. 
Rev. LeRoy Smith continued service "'Jy reading St. Luke 7:36; 
St. John 13:15. Text, St. Luke 22:33. Bro. Smith was blessed 
to deliver a good sermon. After Communion was prepared 
and many partook of the Lord's Supper. Feet Washtng fol
lowed and was enjoyed by all participants. Dismissed by 

prayer. 

CHURCH REPOR'fS 

FRIENDSHIP CHURCH-Pell City, Ala., Rev. W. C. Pat
terson pastor; Bro. Carliss Hollis, Cl~rk; Delegates, Bros. Ed· 



rward Ledlow, Ben Howard, Robert Burnham, Hubert Ledlow; 
: state of religion. good; members received this year 12; dis

missed 33; deaths 1; total loss 34; present membership 90; 
• good Sabbath School; good prayer meetings; average Sabbath 

School attendance 66.; officers 2; teachers 4; paid out for, pas
tor $225.00; evangelist $91. 7i5; building and repairs $59.67; 
orphanage $95.00; flowers and sickness $420.90; total expend
ed $797.32. Inclosed for, Home Missions $4.50; minutes $7.25; 
total inclosed $11.75; value of chlllrch property $800.00. 

MALONE CHURCH- Alabama City, Ala., Rev. LeRoy Smith 
. pastor; Sister Willodean Gibson, clerk: delegates, Sisters Ed

na Speaklrnlan, Loucille Gibson, Willodean Gibson, Rev. R. P. 
~ Ritch ; state of religion, good; total members received this 
. year 8; total loss 8; present membership 60; good prayer meet

ings; good Sunday School; average n11mber of pupils 155 ; of
ficers 6; teachers 4; paid out for, -pastor $459.2t0; evangelist 
$39.50; building and repairs $52.00; education $5.00; orphan
age $49.07; total expended $604.77; inclosed for, Home Miss
ions $10.00; minutes $2.515; orphanage $4.00; total inclosed 
$16.55; value of church property $4,000.00. 

PL.EASANT GROVE CHURCH, AshYille, Ala., Rt. 1; Rev. 
·- A. J. Burgess, pastor; Bro. D. J. O'Donnell, clerk; delegates, 

Bro. H. D. O'Donnell, Sisters Willie Holiday, Bertha Tally; 
state of r eligion, good; members received this year 2; present 
membership 45; good prayer 1Illjeetings; good Sunday School; 
·average number of pupils 35; officers 2; teachers 4; paiu 
out for, pastor $208.35; evangelist $75.100; education $69.00; 
publications $12.00; orphanage $136.03; inclosed for, Foreign 
Missions $25.00; minutes $5.00; Tent funds $25.00; value of 
church property $900.00. 

GUIDING LIGHT CHUROH-Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1; Rev. W. 
C. Patterson, pastor; Bro. W. W. Callahan, clerk; delegates, 
Bro. W. W. Callahan, Rev. G. L. Ramsey; state of religion, ex
cellent; fair prayer meetings; excelhmt Sunday School; a v
erage number of pupils 40; officers 2; teachers 3; paid out 
for, pastor $51.00; building and repain $10.5.0; education $112; 

,inclosed for, Home Missions $1 .150; minutes $2.05; Tent funds 
$10.00; 'value of church property $200.00. 

1ST FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH, Alabama City, Ala., 
Rev. G. N. Bennifield, pastor; Bro. Earl Portwood, clerk; del· 
egates, Sisters S:usie Ponder, Hattie Argo, Mary Stalling, 
state of religion, good; good prayer meetings; good Sunday 
School; average number of pupils 35; officers 2; teachers 3; 
paid out for, pastor $140.00; evangelist $49.85; orphanage $74; 
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total expended $283.60; inclosed for, Foreign Missions $5.0~; 

llljinutes $5.00; orphanage $5.00; Tent funds $25.00; total $40; 
value of church property $3,500.00 . 

• 
QUARTIDRLY MEETING REPORT 

.. 
Oct. 28th, 1944, 23rd session held with Pleasant Grove Church 

Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1. Barretts Chappel Church was duly re
c;:eived as a member of this body. An offering of $28.50 was 
taken and given the delegates to assist in the building expen
ses . 

Dec. 1944, 24th session held with 1st Free Will Baptist Church 
Alabama City, Ala. No special business to report. 

April, 28th, 19415, 25th session held with Barretts Chapel 
Church, Round Mounta_in, Ala., Bro. Duster Hurley, duly or
dained as deacon for that church. 

July 28th, 1945, 26th session held with Friendship Church, 
Pell •City, Ala. Offering of $25.71 takP.n for Rev. A. G. Rober
sha w. No special business to report. 

Bro. D. J. O'Donnell, clerk 

MINISTERS' REPORTS 

Rev. E . L. Tally, Ashville, Ala., R~. 1; traveled 20 miles; 
~xpended $2.00; received $2;00; prea~"hed 12 sermons. 

Rev. A. J. Burgess, 210 •Chester St., Alabama City, Ala.; 
traveled 1,485 miles; expended $38.45; received '$271.35; preach
ed 59 sermons; pa.stored 1 ,church; baptized 6; performed 1 
wedding ceremony; conducted 1 revival; assisted in 1 revival: 
conducted 1 funeral. 

Rev. T. J. Finch, P ell City, Ala., Rt. 1; traveled 211 miles; 
received $37.00; preached 15 sermons, conducted 2 funerals. 

R ev. W. B. Hollis, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1, Box 55; preached 
5 serrm:ons ; performed 3 wedding ceremonies. 

Rev. R. S. Pennington, Eden, Ala., H.t. 1; traveled 650 miles; 
expended $18.25; received $26.7'5; preached 36 sermons; con
ducted 1 revival. 

Rev. C. L. Carlisle, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1, Box 91; traveled 
1,325 miles; expended $261.40; preached 25 sermons. 

Rev. Alfred Ledlow, Pell City, Ala.; traveled 985 miles; ex
pended $28.00; received $18.04; preached 16 sermons. 

Rev. Clarence O'Donnell, Pen :City, Ala.; preached 3 sermons. 

Rev. W. C. Patterson, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1, Box 56; traveled 
2,192 miles; expended $76.16; received $437.65; preached 92 
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1ermons; pas to red 2 churches; baptized 17; conducted 4 tuu
erals; conducted 4 revivals; assisted tn 1 revival. 

Rev. G. N. Bennifield, 904 Spruce St., Gadsden, Ala.; travel~ 

ed 1,019 miles; expended $297.50; received $406.00; preached 
115 sermons; pas to red 1 church; baptized 10; conducted 1 
funeral; conducted 1 revival; assisted in 4 revivals. 

Rev. J. T. Windsor, Pell City, Ala.; traveled 1,730 miles; ex
pended $39.13 ; received $84.59; preached 65 sermons; baptized 
3; conducted 1 funeral; assisted in 2 revivals. 

Rev. C. A. O'Donnell, Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1; traveled 2,241 
miles; expended $333.49; received $236.5t0; preached 36 ser
mons; assisted in 1 revival. 

R ev. LeRoy Smith, Ragland, Ala., Rt . 1; traveled 4,000 miles 
expend eel $222.518; ,received $4'59.20; preached tl113 sermonl; 
pastored 1 church; baptized 2; performed 2 wedding ceremon
ies; conducted 1 funeral; conducted 1 revival. 

Rev. H . T . Perkins, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1; traveled 285 miles; 
expended $2.75; rece~ved $62.00 ; preached 29 sermons; a~

sist':ld in 1 revival. 

Rev. H. A. O'Donnell, Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1; Traveled 15l> 
miles; expended $2.00; received $5.00; preached 3 sermons. 

R ev. J . D. O'Donnell, Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1; preached 10 ser
mons. 

Rev. G. L . RWII$ey, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1; traveled 40 miles; 
expended $20.00; received $5.00; preached 25 sermons; per
formed 1 wedding ceremony; conducted 1 funeral. 

Rev. A. G. Robersharw, 2-Wth St., Alabama City, Ala.; tra
veled 300 miles; expended $20.0(}; received $366.79; preached 
10 sermons; pastored 1 church {Bro. Robershaw bas been bed~ 
fast the greater part of this year). 

Rev. R. P. Ritch, Pell City, Ala.; traveled 300 miles; ex
pended $15.00; received $95.00; preached 30 sermons; conduct
ed 2 revivals. • 

Rev. 0. B. Hamilton and Rev. G. I. Taylor made no report 
and according to ruling of this Association cannot receive a 
certificate of standing for this year. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

DEVOTIONAL-We recommend the following: Rev. W. C. 
Patterson to ftll the 11 o'clock hour Friday .morning. Sister 
Loucille Gibson conduct prayer service, Friday night. Rev. G. 
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N. Bennifield to preach after prayer services Friday utght. 
Rev. C. L. Cal'lisle to fill the 11 o'clo<:k hour Saturday 2 pJn. 
Sister Willouean Gibson conduct prayer services Saturday 
night. Rev. LeRoy Smith conduct Communion and Feet Wash
ing services Saturday night. 

BUSINESs-We r ecommend the following for your consider
ation : 1. Bros. J . B. Ledlow, Amon Et.lge be called in question 
and if found worthy grant them license to preach the Gospel. 
2. Bro. J. 0. Wallace be called in question and if found wor
thy, ordain him for a deacon. 3. This body grant Rev. R. l:J. 
Ritch a Certificate of Standing for ensuing year. 4. The re
quest of Guiding Light Church be granted. 4. This body adopt 
some plan to raise funds for purchase of a Tent for Evange
listic work. 5. 'fhis Body rule that any minister of this As
sociation have a right to use said Tent when not being used 
by regularly elected Evangelist, by inviting the Evangelist to 
assist in revival. 6. This Association purchase an 8xll¥..t in. 
Duplicator for Clerk,'s 1\lSe. 

Rev. T. J. Finch, Chairman 

SABBATH SCHOOLS-We recQli)Jmend that each church 
maintain a Sabbath School. That all Teachers and Officers 
be regenerated followers of God. That the Word of God be 
taught above all else in our schools and homes. That each 
church use Free Will Baptist literature. That the Sunday 
Schools of this Association organize a Sunday School Con~ 

vention. 
Sister Loucllle Gibson, Chr. 

FAMILY RELIGION-We urge our people to practice their 
religion at home as well as abroad. Be careful how they Uve 
before their children, bringing them up in the fear and nu
ture of God. Especially do We urge all homes to hold regular 
family devotions. That we be more deligent to visit slclt 
hom~s and hold prayer with them. 

Bro. Robert Burnham, Chr. 

EDUCATION-We recollliii1end that the Bible be taught more 
in the homes. That good wholesome literature be given our 
children to read. That each home sat up a family altar, and 
pray with and for their children and teach them the Word of 
God. 2 Tim. 2: 15 "Study to show thyself approved unto Gi>d. 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. 

Rev. J. T . Windsor, Chr. 

LITERATURE-We urge our people to be more careful of 
the kind of literature they read and sanction in their homes; 
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. placing .the :King .JaJm{es Bible first, then .all 
·. ai.u~e based . upon _ its . teachings. · 

wholesome . liter-
' .. 

. Bro. Ben. Howard, · Cht. I 

"i 
.. . .. RESOLUTIONS:...:.....Be it resolved that: Each Pastor of 'churches 
. of this Association make it a r.ule to visi.t all hO.roes in"· the 
. vicinity of his church . and read the Bible and! hold prayer with 

. them . .. 2. That , we Under our thanks Jo the good sisters. of 
·. this church and community for . their warm hospitality· toward . 

us during o·ur stay among them .. 3. That ea,ch church. of . this 
. , Asso~iation pay 2.5% of all tithe monP-Y . .into the Home Mi~sion 
. Treasury for . Field Work. . , . · · - · ... 

. . Rev. T. J. Finch, Chr. .. . 
. TEMPERANCE-Temperance being one of the· greatest prin- · 

. · ciples of the ·christian Faith, ·we . ea":'nestly · urge ·our . people. ' . . ·. . . 
· · · to live and practice it at all times; · · · · · · · 

· nev. LeRoy · S!mith; Chr. 

DECEASED MEMBERS-We are g~eived .. t~ .report ... the 
. deaths ot three (3) of our beloved fellow-workers. Sister Ar· 

· tiemessa Wright, of Friendship Church, Pell City, Ala. Dea-
. con · w. · R. R amsey ·of Guiding Light Church, P ell · City, Ala., 
' · Rt. 1.' · B~o. Bill Coffman ot the 1st Fre~ Will ·Baptist· Church 
·· ·,Alabama· City, Ala.: ' To the families O.f the ·departed one~ we ·. 

extend our deepest ·sympathies.. May t~e . blessings of · God 
rest upon them, and comfort their bruised hearts. 

. .. .. • - ·· · · Bro. H ubert Ledlow, Chr. 

. AUDITING-We find ·the records in good . condition. 
Rev. w. C. Patterson, Chr. 

. . . . ' . . . . 

· · MINiSTERIAL STANDING-We recommend . all or.dained 
minister~ reporting . to this . session be granted Cerdficates of 

. Standing for . . the ensuing year. That license. of ~11 licensed 
ministers reporting, be renewed. ; . . . ,-

. · .... · ·· · · '?ro. H. D. O'D~nnell, Chr. 

DIBLE STUDENT'S · REPORT-According to agreettnlent, (3) 
.. ihree churches was to pay $4.00 per month and ( 2) two church-

'· es $3.00. p~~··· ~ontn '. t'o-ward, my expenses, .making a total <?r 
. $162.00. Of .. this Pleasant Grove Ch~rch payed $64.00, .Frienrl
ship Church . $36.00, · Malone ·Church $5.15~ 1st free W1ll Bap~ 

. itst church . $27 .. 00, .. Guiding . Light Church $27.00, . total paid 
to me' $159.15. · 1 here-by thank each on~ for ;tbeir.: _support, .. 

· .. both .. i~ 'tiioney and ·prayers. · · 

. . ·, 
\ ··. . ·' : . ( . -

Rev. C. ·A. · O'Donnell 

----------~------------ ) . ._ • " • •' • I '• • , 

.. . .. ··. STANDING COUNCILS .AND COMMITTEES 
~ '• ,.. , I 

' 
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o~~AINING, CP:UN9,II~llev. ~-W~} : Q. ~ Patter~on, ~ ~ell . City, 
Ala., _Rt. l, Box. 56;. Rev. H. T. Perkins, · Pell City, Ala.; : Rev. / · 

. H .'·. A . .O'Donnell, . Ashville, Ala., . Rt. 1 . 
. . .. . . . . . 

ORGANIZING COUNCI~Rev . . T. .T: Finch, Pell City, Ala., 
Rt. 1; Rev. A. J. Burgess, 210 Chestet St., Alabama City, Ala.; 

' Rev. G. N .. Bennifleld,: 904 Spr.uce· St., Gadsden, . Ala.: Rev. Le-
Roy Smith, ,Ragla.D:d, Ala., Rt. 1; Rev. J. T .. Windso-r, Pell City 

·· Ala. ·· · 
. ' 

. HOME MISSIONS ,BOARD-Bro. Robert .·Burnham, Pell Ci-
ty, · Al~; . Bro: Henry Bishop, Ashville, ,Ala., Rt. 1; Bro. W. w . 

. Callahan, Pell , City, Ala., Rt. 1 

. :-- EXECUTIVE BOARD-Bro. W. W. Callaha·n, Pell City, Ala. : 
·Rt. 1; Bro. D. J. O'Donnell, Ashville, Ala ... Rt. 1; Bro. Ben 
Howard, Pell City, · Ala. · .. 1 

: . EVANGELIST-Rev •. R."P. Ritch, PeU City, Ala. 
' 

... 

Associational ;Rulings 
. . 

., 1 . . Eacl,l Minister, ordained or licen~ed, shail make written 

I 

·report of his years work at each . session . of this Bocl:r 
No ·certificates of standing will be· issued to any minister not 
complying . . No license ·wm ·be extended to any · licensed ·min· 
ister not complying. · ; · ·· 

' 
. 2 . . Each minister, ordained oz: licensed ·, of churches . belong~ 

• • # • • • .. • • • • • • • J • . 

~ng t() this. Association is expected to · affiliate with the Min-
isters Conference; ~nd Ca.nnot . be recognized as a minister, nor 
pastor churches .·of this Association except they comply. with 
this ruling. -· · ~ 

3. Each ordained minister must bear yearly· Certiflcates of 
Standing to be · eligible to pastor· churches · ot this Assoeiation. 

·License · of ·an licensed ministers must be renewed . 
' ... .. . . . 

4. Ministers. coming to . us 'from another den~mination, ttn/ust 

. hold membership in some church in this Association fo-r one 
(1) year before being eligible to pastor churches of . this As· 

· · · soclation. : · · · · < 

'• 

.· .6.· Licensed ~inisters m.ust bear license for o~e (1) year be
·· fore being eligible !or ordination . . . . 

·., ~- . Churches must :use. the letter form sent them each year .. 
.by t.lie Clerl\· to be recognized by this . Association. 

.. . . -· .. .. . .. 
. . . • . . . · 
.;_11 

' 

· . 

' . 
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FR.EE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. THE BIBLE.- The Scnptures or the Old and New Teata

r.uents were given by mspiration of God, and a re our tn!allibhr 
ruie or rattb and practice. 

2 Tunothy :i. 16. 

2. GOD - There is one liv1n~ and true G<ld, revealed in na ture 
as the Creator, Pre!se.rver, and Righteous Governor of the uni· 
verse and in tbe Scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy Ghoat, 
yet .:.s one God. infinitely wise and good, whom all intelligent 
crt>atures are sutrt:mely to love. adore and obey . 

1 Cor. 8:6; Matt. 2$:19. 

3. CHlUST.-Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in H1a 
div ine nature truly God. in His lluman nature truly man. The 
mediator bat ween God and man, once crucified. He is now risen 
and glorified and is our ever present Savior and Lord. 

St. Jolllt 1: 1-12. 

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT.- The Scriptures assign to the HolJ 
Spirit aJI the attributes of God. He is the Reprover. Com 
rorter. Guide and Sanctifier of men. 

St. J ohu J6:7-8; A~tls 2:4; Eph. 4:46. 

6. THE GOVERN::\fENT OF GOD.- God exercises a wtse and 
benevolent prOY'idence over all bt>ings and all things hv ~ain· 
ta.ining the constitution ~nd laws of nature. He also pt>rform• 
spec ial acts of ~r-are. not otherwise provided tor. "A th<" hi~heal 
w~lfare or man t•equires 

f>gaJm 22:lg; 97·2. 

6. THE SINFPI .. NESS OF ~1AN.- Man w as crPatf-'d lunoren ~ 
bu t by di~ohedi(>Tit't• CE-ll into a ~tate or sin and condt'mnatton . 
His P<HHerity. thereft"'IJ'I!. inherited a fallen nature or such 
lendencies that all who rome to year!'\ of accountabtlity sin. 
and become guilt' lwfore God. 

Gen. 2:17; 3:19 

7. THE WORK Of'" CHRIST.- The Son of God . by Hta incar. 
nation, life. sutre1 inl{R, death and ressurrect1ou affected for nil 
a redemption fl'om Rin that is run and free and is tht' ~rnund 
of ~alvation by Cnltn. 

1 John 2:2. 

8. THE TERMS OF SALVA'l'TON.- The cnndltions or ~ "I.IYa 
tJon are: I. Repentanrp or l'lincere sorrow fo r sin and the henrtJ 
renunciation of it. 2 Faith or the unreservert committal of 
one's self to Chric;t :IR Savior and Lord. wtth purpose to Ion 
and obey Him in all thin~s. In the exercise of saving fa.itb 
the soul is renewE-d by t hP H Qly Sptrit. freed from the dominion 
of sin and becomes a nhila of God. 3. f'ontinuance in raith and 
obedience until dt-ath 

2 Cor. 7:10; Pro. 28:13. 

i . ELE>CTION.- God determined from the beginning to .an 
all who should romply with the conditions of salvation. Hence 
by faith in Christ men become His elect. 
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1 T im . 2:4. 

10. FREEDOM OF WILL.- The human w111 Is free and 1tlf 
controlled. h aYing power to yteld to the lnftuence of the truth 
and the Spfrit and live. or to r88ist them and perl1h. 

Joshua 24:15. 

11. SALVATION P'REE.- God desire. the •ITatton of all, 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strlTee with a.ll, and 
whosoever will may come and take of the water ot Ltre freely. 

R ev. 22:17. 

12. PERSEVERANCE.- All belieTers ln Christ, who throUill 
crace, p~rsevere in holineas to the end of life, haTe the promiM 
ot eternal salvation. 

~t. John ::.o: 6; 2 P eter 2:20-22. 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES- Baptism, or the immersion of 
believers tn water, and the Lorct's Supper, Are ordinance• to 
ba perpetuated under t he Gospel: Feet Wa1hino. an Qrdinanc• 
teaching humility, of universal obligation, and to be admtni• 
~red to all true beJie"ers. 

Mark 16:16; 2 Cor. 4:5; St. John 13 :14. 

14. TilE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. Tbe divine law require1! 
that one day in seV"en be set apart from secular employntents and 
amusements, Cor rest. worship, holy works, and &<'tivtttee. and 
ror personal communion with God. 

Gen. 2::l; Exod. 20:8-11. 

15. RESURRECTION. JUDGEME:r-.."T, AND FINAL RETRI· 
BUTION- The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all mea 
at the last day. They that haTe done good wm come forth te 
the resurrection of life, and they that haTe done eTIJ unto 
the resurrertion or damnation; then the wicked 8ball "go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal lite ... 

John 5:29; Matt. 25:46. 

•• J 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
(For Church Conference) 

1. Call to order. 
2. Call for peace and fellowship. 
3. Opportunity for mell:nibership. 
4. Invite visiting brothers and sisters· to seats. 

5. Reading of previous minutes. 
6. Unfinished business. 

7. Appointing of committees. 
8. Acknowledgements. 

9. Committee reports. / 

10. New business. 

11. Adjournment. 

MINISTERS' REPORT FORM 
To the . . . . . . . . . . . . Annual Session of the Ministers' Con

ference of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Association of Free Will Baptists, 

when convened with . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free Will Baptist Church 

at September . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
. 

The sum of my labours in the Lord's vineyard !or the p~t 

year as follows: 

Traveled ...... miles; expended $ ...... ; collected $ ..... . 

preached . . . . . . sermons; pastored . . . . . . churches; baptized 

.... ; married . . . . . . couples; conducted . . . . . . funerals; con-

ducted . . . . . . revivals; assisted in . . . . . . revivals; organized 

churches. 

Remarks: .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Your Brother in Christ, 

Correct Address: . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

(PLEASE print or write name and address PLAINLY) 
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ASSOCIATION LIETTER FORM 

(From Church to Association) 

To the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annual Session of . . . . . . . . Asso-

ciation of Free Will Baptists when co d "th nvene wt ......... . 
Free Will Baptist Church at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
September ....................... , 19 ... . 

Greetings from . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free Will Baptist Church at 

. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
We send as delegates, our beloved brethren ... . ......... . 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . . . whom we pray you to receive to sit witn. 

you. in your Godly deliberation. 

State of religion . . . . . . . . . . . . M~bers received this year: 

by baptism ........ ; by letter ...... : by restoration . . .... ; 

by recommendation .. . ..... ,· Dismiss•~d by lette b r . . . . .... ; Y 

exclusion ........ , deaths . . . . . . . . Tota1 membership . ...•. 

Condition of prayer meeting . . . . . . . . . . Condition of Sabbath 

School . . ........ ; average number pupils . . ... . .... · number 
' 

o!ficers ........ ; number teachers . . . . . . Paid pastor . ..... ; 

paid evangelist $. . . . . . Enclosed for: Home Missions $ . ..... , 

Foreign Missions $ ........ ; Minutes $ ... . ... . ; Expended for; 

Building and repairs $ .••... ; education $ ...... ; publication 
$ .....• 

Pastor's name and address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Nan:n:es and addresses of ministers holding membership with 

us: (Please put them on a separate &heet of paper and state 

whether ordained or licensed). 

This done by order of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free Wlil Baptist 

Church, in regular conference this . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . day 

Of .............................. . ... , 19 ... . 

• • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • 0 • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• moderator 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ... · · ................... . . , clerk 
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FRl!.:E WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT 

lla ving given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and 
atlopred the \Vord of God as onr rule of faith and 
prar1 iee. we now give onrsel ves to one another by the 
will of God in this ·olemn covenant. \Ve Promise bv 
11 is gTaeP to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid • 

the etppt•aranee of e,·il. to abstain from all sinful amuse 
m.-nts and 11nholy conformity to the world; from all 
saJH•Iion of 1he 11se and s:;ale of intoxicating beverage,. 
Rnd to ''providP things ltonPst in the si~ht of all men.·· 

\\" e Hgn•e I o aecept Christja n admouit ion and rep1·oof 
with 111f'<'hlli?Hs, Hll<l to watch OYE>I' one anot Iter in love. 
to.ndP<tYOJ'itll! to ''kt>Pp the unity of the Spirit," in the 
ho11c1~ or J'f-'Ht'e, to be careful of one another's happines:c 
ttud rt~IHttat ion. aud seek to strengthen the weak, en
courag-e th~ afflicted, admonisb the erring, and as Car 
as we nt·e able, promote the success of the church and 
of the Gospel. 

\Ye will f'Vel'ywhere hold Christian principle sacred 
and < 'hri . t inn obligation<; and enterprises supreme; 
conn I i11g it onr cbief business in life to extend the in
HtH'IH'e of 'hrist in soeiety: constantly praying and 
toiling that the kingdom of God may come, and Ilis wilJ 
be doll(\ 011 earth as it is in heaven. 

\Ye agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in 
refer<'ll<'e to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 
family deYotions, and social worship; and by self-denia!, 
faitl1. au(l good works endeaYor to "grow in grace and 
the l<nowl<•clge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.'' 
\Ve wil1 not forget the assembling of ourselves together 
fo r cltnrch conferences, public worship. and the observ
anrt- of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay 
acC'onling to onr ability for tl1e support of the church 
of its poor. and all its benevolent work. 

'l'o this end we agree tn labor for the promotion of 
ed ur.ational and denominational enterprises, the sup
por t of mission<\. the snccess of Sunday schools, and 
e>Yan~t> li"\tic efforts for the salvation of souls, and tht' 
con''" '·~ion of the world. And may the God of peacf 
Jllnl"!ify us wholly. ancl presen·e ns blameless unto tht 
"Otnin!! qf onr Lord .Tpsus f'lll·i~t. 
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If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, 
when men rose up against us; then they had swalldwed 
us up quick, when their wrath w:.t.~ kindled against us; 
our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the 
fowlers: the snare is broken and we are escaped. Our 
help is in the Name of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. Psa.. 124:3-7 -8· 
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