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Minutes Of The 

Liberty Association 

--Of--

Free Will Baptist 

Through the extended mercies of God, The Liberty Asso­

:iation of Freewill Baptists met in its 13th Annual session 

with Friendship Freewill Baptist Church at Pel! City, Ala., 

::;eptember 20th-21st, 1946. 

---------0~-------

OFFICERS 

Rev. H. A. O'Donnell.......................... .. .. ........ .. Moderator 

Rev. G. N. Benefield ....................... Assistant Moderator 

:Rev. C. L. Carlisle ................................ ...................... Clerk 

Rev. D. J . O'Donnell .... ........... ....... ........... Assistant Clerk 

--------()------

The next Session of this Association will convene with 

the First Free Will Baptist Church of Alexander City, Ala., 

on Friday morning before the 4th Sunday in September, 1947. 

.. 

• 

PROCEEDINGS 

FRIDAY MORNING 

After song services, those present assemblc:d in the altar 
and went to God in uni.ied pray ~r for His favor and guidance 
juring this session. 

The clerk then called the House to order a!;:king the for-
mer Moderator, Rev. R. P. Ritch, to take chnrg? during or­
ganization. Scripture reading 127th Psalm. Rev. Ritch made 
a short talk, then asked Bro. D. J. O'Donnell to lead in 
prayer. After prayer, he declared the body ~n order for busi-
ness. 

Motion carried to elect officers for this term and Rev. H . 
A. O'Donnell was elected Moderator, Rev. , G. N. Benefield, 
1\.ssistant Moderator, Rev. C. L. Carlisle, 9lerk, Bro. D. J. 
O'Donnell, Assistant Clerk. 

The Church letters was then called for and the following 
churchE'" p p r('Sf'n t('ln oy L etter ::mel DPlC<.Y~tion-Gttiding 
Light-Pell City, Ala., RL 1. The First Freewill Baptist 
Church of Alabama City, Ala.; Friendship-Pen City, Ala.; 
Pleasant Grove-Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1. Malone-Alabama City. 
Ala. 

Motion carried to adopt the letters and seat the dcl~gates. 
Report of the Tent Committee adopted, (~ee reports.) The 
Moderator here appointed the working committees as fol-
lows-

DEVOTIONAL-Bro's. Ben Howard, James E. Self, W. W. 
Callahan. 

BUSINESS-Rev's R. P. Ritch, G. L. Ram~ey, Leroy Smith. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS-Bro's. G. I . RileY., Johnnie Burn­
ham, Rev. A. J. Burgess. 

FAMILY RELIGION-Rev's R. S. Pennington, C A. 0'­
Donnell, Bro. Robert Burnham. 

TEMPERANCE-Rev's W. C. Patterson, J. T. Windsor, Bro. 
D. J. O'Donnell. 

EDUCATION-Rev's T. J. Finch, G. N. Benefield, Bro. 
Floyd Portwood. 

DECEASED MEMBERS-Rev. W. B. Hollis, Bro's G. I. 
Riley, W. W. Callahan. 

MINISTERIAL STANDING-Bro's R. F. Jones, Ben Ho­
ward, D. J. O'Donnell. , 

AUDITING-Bro. P. R. Davis, Rev's. W. C. Patterson, G. 
N'. Benefield . 
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LITERATURE-Rev's A. A. Edge, C. A. O'Donnell, ·J. B. 
Ledlow. . . . ; i i 

RESOLUTIONS-Rev's C; R. Allen, W. C. Patte;~n . G 
N. Benefield. ·· · · · · · · · · · '-" ' · 

' 
Motion carried that Barrett's Chapel letter be turn~d ove-r 

to the Business Committee. Motion carried to adopt partial 
report of .Busin~ss Committee and retain the Committee and - ' 
dispense with the suggested business in order. · · · · · · · . 

Motion carried that the Moderator appoint the Council .to 
Ordain Rev . . J. B~. Ledlow. Rev's. · R. P.' Ri.tch,' G. N. Bene·. 
field, R. S. · Pennington, was appointed. ·Motion carried that 
each church representing in this''body, . beginning . with . this 
session pay an entrance fee of $5.00. DE;votio~al report adopt.:. 
ed (see.' r~ports). Tent fund rport adopted (s~c reports). Busi­
ness recessed by· motion until 1 :30 P :· M. . . . ; ~ , . . · . · ·' 

:· ' 

·-. ELEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICE .. . . . . , 

:". After song·. servi~e . a~d . prayer' . Rev·:· R. s. Pezinin~o~· ~e~ 
livered the message, text: Rev. l:lL "I ·am Alpha and Omega 
the first and the last." A real good message that we all should 
well heed.. . · ·. · · . . .. . , 
· ; Dismissed ~r noon hour with pra.yer by Rev.· W. C. Pat-
terson. ·' 

,. . . ,. :· 

\ NOON HOUR , .- ., . 
. . ' .. . 

. ' . ,• 

... . .. 

. . Dinner . was served on the grounds by the good Sisters of 
Friendship. Church, arid ·was hea_rtily,. enjoyed >by, · all · par .. 
takers. · 

• I ' , J 
- \ . . i ·. ' , J \. •• \ . . . 

FRIDAY EVENING . ' ', . 

The clerk·· called the. house to order at 1:30 p~·· M., asking 
the Moderator to take charge.' Scripture reading_;_lst. John, 
Jrd., Chapter. Prayer was offered by Rev. R~. P: Ritch. · · .. 

. : The Ordaining Council called ·in question. Rev. J. B. ' Led­
l~w, ~nd afte: due examination, recommeded him for Or­
dmabon. Mohon carried to adopt their rep.or( and Rev. J. 

· B.~ ~edlow was duly ord3in~d to the full work 'of the Gospel 
M1mst;rY . by prayer and laying on of hands~ The Standing 
Councils a:r:d committees was . then appointed by . Moderator.· 
(~ee councils, committees.) Business recessed by motion un­
hl 9 A. M. Saturday. 

i . 
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. ~ .. . FRIDAY ·NIGHT 

MINISTER'S . CONFERENCE · .. . 

' 

- The 11th ~nnual . . $e$sion .of the Minister's Conference of 
the Liberty Assqciation of. FTeeWill Baptists, convened ·with 
Friendship -Church' at Pell City; Ala., Sept. 20th, 1946. 

Scripture reading by fcrm~r Moderator. Rev. J. T. Windsor 
!15th Psalm. Motion carried to elect officers for this term. 
Rev. C. , A. O'Donnell duly elected Moderator, Bro. D. J. 
O'Donnell · re-elected clerk. A rising vote of thanks was ren- . 
dered Rev .. J. T. ·:windsor. for his past s~rvi~es. · . · 

Invitation for membership given . and the foJlowing re· . 
sponded: Rev. C. R. All~n. Rev. A. A. Edge and Rev. Gordon 
McColum. Motion ...carried that these b!'ethren be accepted in 
full f ellowship. ., , , · · ·· · · · .· · · . ·. ·- , 

Motion ·carried to request the. A~sociation to grant. Rev. 
H .. T. Perkins a Certificate of Standing for this term. Motion 
carried to .drop th~ names cf Rev. · 0. B. Hamilton and Rev. ' : 
G. · I. Taylor from · otir roll on their failure to report . to this 
body in . two (2) consecutive years .. Motion carried to adopt · · 
ministers . reports and request the· Associati<;m to grant each 
reporting ministers p!'oper credentials for this term. Motion 

· carried to adopt . mintttes as · r~ad. : Donation taken to buy 
pans and towels for Associationa l use. $14.79. Motion carried 
to adjourn to reconv~ne with . the .First Free Will .Baptist ·: 
Church of Alabama City, Ala., on Friday night before .~e ~1th 
Sunday in Septemb~r, 1947. . · ·· · 

Following the Minister's Conference; Rev. w.· G. PC!ltterson 
deliv<?red a good message. May we all give ear~est heed, and 
not ht slip, the good things God has given unto us. 

SATURDAY MORNING 
i 

. The Clerk called the House to order at 9 ~A.· M.,' asking 
· the Moderator. to take charge. Scripture r,eading, Romans. 

Bth Chapter'. Prayer by Rev. J. T. Windsor.: Motion · carried 
to . adopt and record quarterly meeting report. (s~e reports.) 

· Motion carried to render balance of funds in the Hom~ Mis- . 
~ion<; treasury . to Rev. R. P. Ritch for his · past services as ~. 
Field Evang·~list. Recessed by motion until 1:30 P. M. 

ELEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICE 
: . \ . . 

'After song service, · Bro. Ben Howard con,duded devotion- · 
al services, · reading St. John, 3-16; 4-14. The Spirit of God . 
truly filled the house and many warm testimonies was ren- . 

· .iered, with much shouting and praising the Gr~at Name of 
Jesus. Christ .. May God grant unto us many, many more such 
wonderful services as this one. Rev, R. P. ·Ritch, who was to 

. bring the messag'~ of the hour, only took time to render a 
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good testimony and talk on the one word "WONDERFU'L.'' 
An offering was taken for Rev. H. T. Perkins to assist him 
in the bulding oi his home. $29.60 was rendered to him. 

NOON HOUR 

Dinner ~as a~ain served on the grounds by the good Sis­
ters of Fnendship Church, and was heartily enjoyed by all 
partakers. We take this means of expressing our heartfelt 
;hanks and appreciation for their splendid cooperation and 
.varm hospitality shown us during our stay among them. 

SATURDAY EVENING 

Motion carried that the !Field Evangelist be free to pastor 
churches if he so chooses. Motion carried to elect Fteld Ev­
angelist for this term, when Rev. R. P. Ritch was re-elected 
Committee appointed to see R~v. W. G. Rogers, made re~ 
port and was duly accepted and the committee released. 

. Motion carried that the Clerk have 200 minutes prin ted. 
Fmal report of busin ess committee adopted and the com­
mittee released. Motion carried to elect delegates to the 
Stat~ Association, when Bro. D. J. O'Donnell was duly elect­
ed and $14.00 was rendered him for entrance fee and ex­
penses . 

Motion carried to adjourn to reconvene with the First 
Freewill BaptJist Church of Alabama City, Ala., on Friday 
morning before the fourth (4th) Sunday in Sept. 1947. 

REPORTS 

DEVOTIONA~We, your committee on devotions, sug­
g~st the followmg for your consideration. Rev. R. S. Pen­
mngton for the 11 o'clock message, Friday morning. Rev. W. 
C. Patterson for the Friday nigh~ message. Rev. R. P. Ritch 
for the 11 o'clock message Saturday morning. Grandmother 
L~dlow to conduct d£•votions. Saturday nfght. Rev. H . A . 
0 Donnell to conduct Commun1on and Feet Washing services 
Saturday night. 

Bro. Ben Howard, Chr. 

BpSINE~S-We, yo~rr business committee, submit the fol­
lowm~ for your cons1deration. This body grant th request 
of Fnend~h1p Church, and call in question Rev. J. B. Led­
low, and I~ ~ound worthy, ordain him to the full work of the 
Gospel M1rustry. That each Church, beginning with this 
t~rm, pay an entrance fee of $5.00, same to be used for the 
expense of the Association. That the Minister's Conference 
convene on Friday night instead of Friday ·evening as here-
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tofore practiced. That the Clerk be paid $10.00 each term 
for his services. That the next setting of this Association be 
held with the First Freewill Baptist Church of Alabama City, 
Ala. 

Rev. R. P. Ritch1 Chr. 

SABBATH SCHOOL-We urge all Churches of this As­
sociation to support a Sabbath School, and s2c that all their 
officers and Teachers are regenerated followers of God. That 
the Word of God b~ taught in our homes. :rhat we encour­
age the use of Freewill Baptist litcrat~re in our. s~hools and 
homes, That all parents co-op~rate WJth the off1c1als of the 
Sabbath Schools in keeping the children in order, and to en­
courage them to remain for the preaching services. 

Rev. G. I. Riley, Chr. 

FAMILY RELIGION-We urge our people to read and 
study the Word of God, and pray\ daily. B~ careful how they 
walk and talk at home and abroad. To b r ing their children up 
to respect the children of God, and rever~nce the House of 
God. That we be always ready to help th~ needy. 

Rev. W. C. Patterson, Chr . 

TEMPERANCE-We, your committee on '!'emperance, urge 
that we give more earnest h~ed to this great principle of ~he 
Christian faith, and live and practice it each day of. our life. 

Rev. W. C. Patt~rson, Chr. 

EDUCATION-We urge that the word of God be taught 
in our homes and our children be taught to love its truths. 
Parents to furnish good wholesome literature in their 
homes. Sabbath Schools to carefully select the literature used 
by lthem. That each ho!Ile h~ve and use a famil_y altar and 
pray with and for the1r children, that they might do the 
wi11 of God, growing to be better men and women. That the 
adult classes use the Bible in Sabbath Schools and the young~ 
er classes the literature. 

Rev. T. J . Finch, Chr. 

DECEASED MEMBERS-We are grieved to report the 
death of three (3) of our b~loved fellow-workers sine~ !he 
last session of this body. Bro. J. W. CalJahan of ~Uldm~ 
Light Church; Sister Betty Riley of the First Freewill. Bap­
tist Church of Alabama City, Ala.; Bro. G·~orge Corehus of 
Pleasant Grove Church, Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1. We e~~nd our 
deepest heartfelt sympathies to the b~reavcd famihes. 

Rev. W. B. Hollis, Chr. 

AUDITING-We find the r~cords in splendid condition, 
church letters in order and all momes correct. The Home 
Mission treasury also in spl:mdid condition, with a balance 
of $221.60 on hand . 

Bro. P. R. Davis, Chr. 
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, MINISTERIAL STANDING-We recommend that all Min-

isters reporting to this. session be granted proper credentials · 
for this term. . ·· · 

Bro. D: J. O'Donnell, Chr. 

LITERATURE~We urge parents to clos~Iy examinP. lit­
erature that _come into their homes, · and encourage their 
children to read wholesome literature based <m the word of .· 

· God. Heb. 4:13 reads, •'For the Word of God is quick and 
powerful and sharper than any two-edged · sword, piercing .· 

- ... . --:----. · even· to the dividing asunder of Soul and 1Spjrit and of the 
'joints. and morrow and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
· entents·--of the heart." · 

. · ~ . · · · .. Rev. A~ A. Edge, Chr~ 

. RESOLUTtON~Be i~ resolved that-Each Church pay a 
$·5.00 ~ntrance fee. Each Church pay 15% of all income into 
Home · Missions Treasury for- support of the ·Field work, in-
stead of 25% of all tithes as-- !heretofore practiced. . 

· · · Rev. C. R. Allen; Chr. -·: ·· : 
SPECIAL COMMIT'I'EE-We, your committee appointed .... 

last session to revoke the papers of Rev. W. G. Rogers, 
found him willing to make amends, and the . Ministers Con­
ference was called into special session and he was duly rein·. 
stated. · 

. · Rev. W. C. Patterson, · Chr. 

. . TENT COMMITTEE-We report · the sum-of $557.36 now 
on hand. · · ~ · 

. · · Rev. J~ B~ Ledlow, c~r. 
. ' . . 

' 

· CHURCH REPORT • • , .. / 

. PLEASANT .GROV~Ashville, Ala. , Rt. · ~o. 1. Rev. · clar~ 
ence O'Donnell, pastor. Bro. Roy O'Donnell, clerk. Delegates: 
Bro's. Oliver O'Donnell, Clyde Bishop, Sister Rhonuer ' 
O'Donnell. State of Religion-Good. Mem~brs received this 
year, by baptism, 1; by letter, 3 .. '£otal received, 4. Loss, by 

· letter, 3; deaths; 1. Total loss, 4. Present membership, 48. 

. .. 

Prayer meeting, good. Sabbath School, · goo<;!. Average num­
ber pupils, 25. Number officers, 2; teachers, 4. Paid out for­
pastor, $120.00; Evanglist, $81.00. Education, $15.00. Publica­
tions, $15.00. Orphanage, $58.60. Total expended, $289.60. In­
closed for, minutes, . $5.00; entrance fee, $5.00. Total inclosed, 
$10.QO. We have called Rev. C. L. Carlisle of Pell City, . Ala .• 
for our pastor for · this term. We ask that this body grant 
our· ministers proper credentials for this term. · 

GUIDING LIGHT-Pell City, Ala., Rt. · 1. Rev. W. C. Pat­
terson, pastor. ·Bro. W. W. Callahan, Cl-erk. Delegates, Bro's. 
W. G. Jackson, Norman Fisher, Rev. G. L. Ram~ey. State o! 
religion, good. Members received this year, by baptism, 4; 

. by recommendation, 12. Total received, 16. Deaths, 1. Pre-
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sent membership, 46. Prayer me ?ting, falr. Sabbath School, , 
· good. Average number pupils, 35. Officers, 2. Teachers, 3. 

Paid out for-pastor, $14.00. Evangelist, $80.00. Orphanage, 
$3.00 .. Total expended, $97.00. Inclos~d for-minutes, $2.50. · 
Entrance fee, $5.00 . . Total $7.50. We h ave called Rev. R. P. 
Ritch, of P2ll City, Ala., for our pastor for this term. We 
ask that our ministers receive proper credentials for this 
term .. · . ·. · 

r 

MALONE-Alabama . City, Al<i. Rev. LeRoy · Smith, pastor 
Sist~r Wilodean Gibson, clerk. Delegates--Bra's. R. F. Jones, 

~- · Clebe Speakman, Rev. Gordon McColum. ~tate of ·rE-ligion, 
good. · Memebrs received this year, by baptism, 2;_ by Jetter, 4; · . 
by restoration, 1; by ·recommendation, 3: Total, 10. Loss, by · 
letter, 7. Pres '?nt m embership, 83. Prayer_ meeting, good.· 

- Sabbath School, good. Average number pupils, 60. Officers, 
2. Teachers, . 4. Paid out · for-pastor, $53~.50 . . Evangelist,' 
$148.00. Publications, $38.7R. Building and r epairs, $182.75 .. 
Orphanage, $35.00. Total, $942.00. Inclosed for-Home Mis­
sions. $l 0.55. Entrance· fP-e, · $5.00. Orphaua,!?c. $15.00. To!al, 
$33.12. We have called Rev. W. C. Patterson .. of Pell C1ty, 
Ala .• for our pastor fo-r this. term. We ask that our ministers -
receive · proper cr~dentials for this term. . 
· The First Free _Will Baptist Church of Alabama City, Ala. 
Rev. G. N. Benefield, pastor. Bro. F'Joyd Portwood, clerk. 
Dele~ates-Bro's. Floyd Portwood, G. · I. Riby, Lloyd Robin­
son. State of religion, good. Memebrs received this year, · by 

· · · baptism, 8; by letter, 15, by statem~nt, 2. Tota l,· 25. Lo.ss, by 
exclusion, 1; deaths, 1. Total, ·2 .. Pres~nt membership, 64 
Prayer m~eting, fair. Sabbath School. · fa ir. Aver_pge number 
pupiJs, 50. Number officers, 3. Te-achers, 4. Paid out for pas­
tor,.$892.40. Evangelist, $140.00. Building and repairs, $82.76. 
TTnP'ir-d p~o~r;;~m_. $!':i0.93. Publica:tions, $28.22. ,OrJ>hanage, . 
$23.00. Total, $1!524.72. Inclosed for, Hom~ MissiOns,· $11.00. 
Entrance fee. $5.00. Minutes, $7.50. Total, $2g.50. We ask that · 
the next session of this associataion be h '?ld with · us .. We ask 
that our mjinisters receive proper cred ~ntials for th1s term. 
We have called Rev. H. A. O'Donn~ll of Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1 
for our pastor for this term. . · 

FRIENDSHIP-Fell City, Ala. Rev. W. C~ Patterson, p as­
tor. Bro. Carlis ·Hollis, clerk. Del~gates, Bra's. Robert ~u.rn- . 
ham, P. R. Davis, Rev. Alfred Ledlow. St~te of religion, 
~ood. Mf'mbers rec:ived this year by b aptism, 1~, by recom­
mendation, 11. Total, 26. Loss by letter, 8; deaths, _1. Total, 
9. Present memb:rship, 109. Prayer meetings, · good.. Sab­
bath School, good. Average number pupils,' 100. Number 
officers, 2. Teachers, 4. Paid out for, pastor, $270.00; Evan­
glist, $308.98. Building and repairs, $728.00. Orphanage, $75.00 
Total $1 381.97. Inclosed for minutes, $10.00. Entrance fee, 
$5.00.' Total, $15.00. We ask that our ministe:s receive p.r.o­
p~r credentials for this term. We a~k that this body call ~n 
question, Rev. J. · B. Ledlow, and 1f found worthy, ordam 
him to the full yvork o~ the Gospel Ministry. We have called 
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Rev. J. T. Windsor for our pastor for this term. 
QUARTERLY MEETING REPORT-28th session held with 

Malone Church of Alabama City, Ala., December 30th., 1945. 
Granted Rev. W. G. Rogers Certificate of Standing. Ordain­
ed Bro. Duvall as deacon for the First Free Will Baptist 
Church of Alabama City, Ala. 

29th session held with Barretts Chappel Church of James 
Town, Ala., March 30th., 1946. Ordained Bro. Fate Gossett as 
deacon for Friendship Church of Pell City, Ala. 

30th session held with Pleasant Grove Church of Ashville, 
Ala., Rt. 1, June 29th., 1946. Ordained Rev. Alfred Ledlow, 
Rev. J. D. O'Donnell to the full work of the Gospel Minis­
try. Granted license to preach the gospel for one (1) year 
to Rev. Gordon Smith, Rev. Gordon McColum and Rev. C. 
L . Finch. 

HOME MISSIONS TREASURY REPORT-R eceived this 
year, $436.80. paid out, $351.34. Balance $8p.46. 

Bro. D. J. O'Donnell, treas. 

MINISTERS REPORT 

Rev. Gordon Smith, No. 21 Forrest Ave., Alabama City, 
Ala. Traveled 100 miles; expend€d, ~10.00; received, $7.50; 
preached 60 sermons; assisted in 4 revivals. 

Rev. Gordon McColum, No. 4 Morton St., Alabama City, 
Ala. Traveled 90 miles; preached 7 sermons. 

Rev. C. L. Finch, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1, Box 32. Traveled 
396 miles; expended $41.30; receiveci, $17.63; preached 10 
sermons; assisted in 3 revivals. 

Rev. A. A. Edge, Wattsville, Ala. Box 71. Traveled 475 
miles; expended $23.75; received $24.75; preached 21 ser­
mons; assisted in 1 revival. 

Rev. Hubert Bishop, Ashville, Ala .. Rt. 1. Traveled 243 
miles; expended $3.00; preached 18 sermons; assisted in 1 re-
vival. · 

Rev. C. R. Allen, 6404 1st., Ct. N. Birmingham, Ala. 
preached 2 sermons. 

Rev. A. J. Burgess, 975 Sudie AvE'., Alabama City, Ala. 
Travled 2,886 miles; expended S66.58; receiv~d S46.85i preach­
ed 68 sermons; pastored 1 church; baptised 3; pertormed 2 
wedding ceremonies; conduct:!d 1 funeral; conducted 2 re­
vivals; assisted in 1 revival. 

Rev. W. G. Rogers, No. 23, 13th St., Alabama City, Ala. 
Traveled 355 mil'S; cxp~nded $13.00; received $35.00; preach­
ed 105 sermons; performed 7 wedding ceremonies; conduct­
ed 4 funerals; assisted in 4 revivals. 

Rev. A. G. Robershaw. Alabama City, Ala., Rt. 1. Travel­
ed 100 miles; expended $200.00; received $390.00; preached 6 
sermons. 

Rev. G. N. Benefield. 407 South 15th St., Gadsden, Ala. 
Traveled 1,525 miles; expended $437.50; received $892.40; 
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preached 90 s~r.mons; pastored 1 church; paptised 8; per­
formed 2 weddmg ceremonies; conducted 3 funerals· as-
sisted in 7 revivals. ' 

Rev. W. B. Hollis,. ;Fell City, Ala., Rt. 1. Preached 8 ser­
mons. 

Rev. Alfred L edlow, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1. Preached 24 
sermons. 

Rev. J. B. Ledlow, Pell City, Ala., Rt. l. Traveled 864 
mil ~s; expended $20.63; received $9.50; preached 30 sermons; 
assisted in 1 rvival. 

Rev. J. D. O'Donnell, 246 Memorial HalJ, Bob Jon~s Col­
expended $19.30; rec~ived $174.87; preached 71 sermons; 
pastored 1 church; baptised 5; assisted in 1 funeral; con­
ducted 2 revivals; assisted 1 in 1 revival. 

Rev. T. J. Finch, Pell C:i:ty, Ala., Rt. 1. Box 32. Traveled 
445 miles; recE-ived $18.00; p ~rformcd 4 wetlding ceremonies· 
preached 6 sermons; assisted in 1 :fevival. ' 

Rev. Clar:mce O'Donnell, Pell City. Ala. Traveled 660 
miles; expended $15.50; received $119.34; preached 19 s~I:­
mons; pastored 1 church; baptis~d 1; ass~sted in 1 revival. 

Rev. R. S. Penning-ton, Eden, Ala., Rt. 1. Traveled 550 mileS 
expended $5.00; received $20.00; preached 18 sermons; per­
formed 3 wedding ceremonies; assisted in 1 revival. 

R ~v. C. L. Carlisle, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1 Box 91. Traveled 
1,000 miles; expended $260.00; received $34.75; preached 18 
sermons: assist~d in 1 revival. 

Rev. LeRoy Smith, Ragland, Ala., Rt. 1 Box 66. Traveled 
3,960 miles; expended $350.82; rec~ived $537.54; preached 
106 sermons; pastored 1 church; baptised 4; performed 2 
wedding ceremonies; conducted 1 revival; assisted in 1 re­
vival. 

Rev. J. D. O'Donnell, 246 Memorial Hall, Bib Jones Col­
lege, Cleveland, Tenn. Travel~d 388 miles; expended $6.35; 
received $25.01; preached 17 sermgns. 

Rev. W. C. Patterson, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1 Box 56. Travel­
ed 1,335 miles; expended $124.30; received $644.44; preach­
ed 79 sermons; pastored 2 churches; baptised 19; performed 
4 wedding_ ceremonies; conducted 2 fune:rals; conducted 3 
revivals; assisted in 3 revivals. 

Rev. C. A. O'Donnell, Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1. Traveli'd 8,563 
miles; expended $465.90; received $417.23; preached 67 ser­
mons; pastored 2 churches; baptised 1; conducted 1 revival; 
assisted in 2 revivals. 

RE'v. H. A. O'Donn ~11, Ashville, Ala., Rt. 1. Traveled 250 
miles; expended $3.00; received $10.00; preached 20 s~rmons. 

STANDING COUNCILS AND COMMITTE ES 
ORGANIZING COUNCIL Bevoo J. '±\. WiBdiei-, ~•ll- City., 

*ftla; Rev. G. N .!Benefield 407 South 15th St., Gadsden, Ala.; 
Rev. R. P. Ritch, Peil Citv, Ala; Rev. LeRoy Smith, Rag­
land, Ala., ~t 1 Box 66; R::!v. ~· A. Edge, Wattsville, Ala., 
Box 71. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL-Be¥. B. P. Ritch, , . 
Rev. G. N. Benefield, 407 South 15th St, Gadsden, Ala.; 
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• Rev. R. S. Pennington, Eden, Ala., Rt. I. 
.,..,.,. HOME MISSION BOARD Bra Tames . (1 y6'ar 

term); Bro. Johnnie Burnham, (2 year term)j Bra·. W. W. Cal­
lahan, (3 year term). 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Bro....D l, a•nonnglJ (l..xear teem 
Bro. Ben Howard, (2

1 
y ear term); ~ro. Robert B~.,trnh~m, (3 

year term). '- 4 l . J 1 

FIELD EVANGELIST-Rev. R. P. Rifch, Pell City, Ala. 
Assistant, Rev. J. B. Ledlow, Pell City, Ala., Rt. 1. 

RUILINGS 
1 Each minister, ordained or licensed, must make written 

report to each term of this association to receive credentials 
for the following term. 

2 Each minister, ordained or licensed of Churches belong­
ing to this association, is expected tn affilia.te with the Min· 
isters Conference, and cannot be recognized as a minister, 
nor pastor churches of this association except they comply 
with this ruling. 

3 Each ordained minister must bear yearly Certificates of 
Sianding to be eligible to pastor churches of this associa­
tion. License of all licensed minister must be renewed. 

4. Ministers coming to us from another denomination, 
must hold membership in some church of this association 
for one (1) year before being eligible to pastor churches of 
this association. 

c:; , Licensed ministers must bear license for one (1 year) 
before being eligible of ordination. 

6 Churches must u se letter form sent them each. year by 
the clerk to be recognized by this association. 

• 

FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE BIBLE-The Scripture of the Old and New Testa­
ments were given by: inspiration of God, and are our infalli­
blerule of faith and practice 

2 Timothy 3:16. 
2. GOD-There is one living and true God, revealed in na­

ture as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of 
the universe, and in the Scriptures as the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom 
all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, adore and obey 

1 Cor. 8:6; Matt. 28:19. 
3. CHRIST-Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His 

:iivine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The 
mediator between God and man, once crucified. He is now 
risen and glorified and is ·our ever present Savior and Lord. 

St. John 1:1-12. 

11 

• 

... ~-_THE HOLY S!'IRIT-The Scriptures assign to the Holy 
::,p1r1t all the attnbutes of God. He is the Reprovr Com-
fort~r. Guide and Sanctifier of men. ' 

St. John 16:7-8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 4:46. 
5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD-God exercises a wise 

:m~ be~«:volent provi~en~e over all beings and all things by 
mamtmnm~ the constitutiOn and hws of nature. He also per­
forms spec1al acts ot gA"ace. not -otherwise provided for as 
:he highest welf,!lre of man requires. - ' 

Psalm 22:28; 97:2. 
6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN--Man was created inno­

cent but by disopedience fell into a state of sin and condem­
nation. His posterity, therefore, inherited a fallen nature of 
such t endencies that all who come to years of accountabil­
ity sin, and become guilty before God. 

Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 
7. T~E v;:oRK OF _CHRIST-The Son of God. by His in­

carnation, hfe, suffermgs, death and ressurrection affected 
for all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the 
ground of salvation by faith. 

1 John 2:2. 
8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION-The conditions of sal­

vation are: 1. Repent~nce or sincere sorrow for sin and the 
hearty renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unreserved com­
mittal of one's self to C~rist. as Savior and Lorrl, with pur­
pose to love and obey II1m m all things. In the exercise of 
saving faith !h~ soul ~s renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed 
from the domm10n or sm and b ecomes a chilcl of God. 3. Con­
tinuance in faith and obedience until death. 

2 Cor. 7:10; Pro. 28:13. · 
9. ELECTION- God determined from the be_.ginning to 

save all who should comply with the conditions of salvation . 
Hence by faith in Christ men becom~ His elect. 

1 Tim. 2:4. 
10. FREEDOM OF WILL-The human will is free and self 

controlled, having power to yield to th~ influence of the 
truth and the Spirit and live, or to resist them and perish. 

Joshua 24:15. 
11. SALVATION FREE-God desires the salvation of all 

th~ gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all and 
whosoever will may come and take of the water of' Life 
freely. 

Rev. 22:17. 
12. PRESERV ANCE-All b elievers in Christ, who through 

grace, presevere in holiness. to the end bf life, have the pro­
mise of eternal salvation. 

St. J ohn 16:6; 2 Peter 2:20-22. 
13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES-Baptism, or the immersion 

of believers in water, and the Lord's Supper, are ordinances 
to be perpetuated unde .. : the Go;:;pel· E'eet Washing, an or­
dinance teaching humility of universal obligation and to be 
administered to all tru ~ b elievers. 

Mark 16:15; 2 Cor. 4:5; St. John 13:14. 
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14. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH-The divine law requires 
that one day in seven be set apart from secular employments 
and amusements, for rest, worship, holy works and activities, 
and for personal communion with God. 

Gen. 2:3; Exod. 20:8-11. 
15. RESURRECTION, JUDGEMENT, AND FINAL RETRI­

BUTION-The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men 
at the last day. They that have done good will come forth to 
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto 
the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked shall "go a­
way into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life." 

John 5:29; Matt. 25:46. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

(For Church Conference) 

1 Call to order. 
2. Call for peace and fellowship. 
3. Opportunity for membership. 
4. Invite visiting brothers and sisters to seat. 
5. Reading of previous minutes. 
6. Unfinished business. 
7. Appointing of committees. 
8. Acknowledgements. 
9. Committee reports. 
10. New business. 
11. Adjournment. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENAN T 

Having given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice 
we now give ourselves to one· another by the ·will of God in 
this solemn covenant. We lPTomise by His grace to love' and 
obey Him in all thjngs, to avoid the appearance of evil, to 
abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity 
to the world; from all sanction pf thel use and sale of intox­
icating beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight 
of all men." 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with 
meekness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavor­
dc:avming to ''keep the unity 0f th~ Spirit," in the bonds of 
peace, to be careful of one another's happiness and reputa­
tion, and seck to strengthen the weak, en"ourgae the af­
flicted, admonish th ~ erring, and as far as we are able, pro­
mote the success of the church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and 
Christian obligations a.nd enterprises sup1.·eme; counting it 
our chief business in life to extend the influence of Christ in 
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society; constantly praying and toiling that the kingdom of 
God may come, and His will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in refer­
ence to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family de­
votions, and social worship; and by self-denial, faith and 
good works endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.'' We will not forget 
the assembling of ourselves together for church conference, 
public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of tlie 
Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability fur the sup­
port of the church of its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educa­
tional and denominational enterprises, the support of mis­
sions, the success of Sunday Schools and e~angelistic efforts 
for the salvation of souls, and the conversion of the world. 
And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve 
us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

'I 
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If it had not been the Lo:~d who was on our side. 
when men rose up against u -;; then they had swallow· 
ed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against 
us: our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of 
the fowlers; the snare is broken and we are escaped. 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord, who made hea· 
ven and earth. Psa. 124:3-7-8. 
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