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end «dopted s follows: ¥We, your cozmitt--. -~ lsave
to s-y some of our churches .re cdoing well, having fine
Sunday Schools, while others -re going down and oth-
ers have none. We urge it upon our preschers *o try
ond instruct our churches in bekr:=1f of the grest benefi
and “interests of Sabbath Schools. | Res'y Suﬁmitted.
T.M. GRIFFIY
d..i. RHODES3
¥.H. MISZEY
W.G, STOVAL
¥W.S, NICHOLS
Motion corried ths:- ¥.G. Stoval prepzre = cir!u—
12r letter for the use of the isgoci.tion. Bro., W.T.
Griffin was chosen ‘o pre'ch the,introductory zermon
2nc $.N. Little to close =t the next meeting of this As
sociation. Bro. W.G. Stoval wis elec-ed to ga to the
State convention to be held in Colucbus, Ga. Motion
carried that the thanks of this body be tendered to the
brethren and sisters and friends for their kindness and
hos»itality while in their nids, .
_ Preaching at 3p.m. by Bro. W.T.S2llers from
St John 1, xxzxvi; closed by Bro.-McCook. Motion
carried to adjourn sfter singing.

Comzittee

PARTING HAWND,
My christi-n friends in bonds of love
Whose hearts in sweetest union vrove.
You; frienasnip like = GTaWlng 02Nd———
1eT we must take tne D2I'Ting hsaa,
iour comn'ny s SwWeetTjyOour U.lowm aear: your words
delighted to my ear, ’
And when I ses thzt we must p-rt
ou dér-w like chordz =round my hesrt.
-~ "wzel the hours h-ve ssed awsy
Joince we have met to sing and Pray.
.- How loth we 2re to leve the pl-ce
ihere Jecus shows his smiling Face.
Oh, could I st.y with friends so kingd

=M

Jow iwonhl eloer ay drooping mind,
Bat duiy wakes v nnderstand

Thist we mimst talee the parting hand
How oft Tve seon vour flowing teurs,

Awd heard you el your hopes and fears.
Your heart with love were seemed to flume.

Which makes we hope we'll meet again.

Yeanurmnring =onls 1ift up vour eves
To Jehovan's mansions i the siies,

Oh. trust his grace—in Caanan’s land
We'll no more take the parting hand,

And now wy friends, both old and young
I hope in Christ yoa'll still go on,

And if on earth we meet no more
Oh. may we meet on Caanan’s shove,

I hape you'll all remember me
If von on earth no more I see,

An interest in your prayers I crave,
Thut we may meetjbeyond the grave.

Oh. glorious day, QY, blessed hope

My soul leaps forvard at the thought.
When iu that happy. happy land

We'll no more tukp the parting hand,
But with our blessad, holy Lord

We'll shont and sing with one aceord,
And there, we'll all with Jesus dwell,

So, loviug christitius fare you weil.

And taking *parting hand” to meet Tuesday nighi
before the 3rd Sunday m October, 1894, with Friend-
ship chureh in Mitehell county, Ga.

C. M. Brrrz, Clerk W. G. StovaLLn. Moderator.

The man who is anxious fur 4he Lord to cowe will
be found trying to do something to make whiskey go.
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ASSOCIATION AL COSSTITUTION.

Isi  Achnreloproper in i1e b es sense i< a bondy af elivis-
Hhans anited and congregated toeetior for P e ol W
~hipding God and promotiog s easse, aod i whieh 1he o]l
Is regularly prewehed, the urdindees duny audministersd,

he prineiples of holiness encouraead, aml. privcticed. el
chureh or budy thus formed is separite and independent in -
self. posessing the right Todirect its own affairs inits own Wiy,
subject only in certain diticul ciases 10 arbitration by sister
churches.  Sueh eiurehes may, Bowever, unite in Associntionl
vipacity for purpose of more thorough orginization,” eticien
work and for the general and mutusi] good of )l witlou <nr-
rendering any of their mdivigual rights, Thererure 1he
churches hereinafter mentioned resolve themselves into i hody
eeelesiastic to be known as the Liberty "Association of United
Freewill Baptists, which shall meet anmlly at sueh thne and
place as may be agreed Hpon by the body at its annud meetings.
~ 2nd. - 'The Association, when gssembled, shall be eonn posed
of all ministers of the Association, both ordained and licenti-
ates, and of delegates or messejgers clivsen by the several
churches from time to time for Thcl purpose,

drd.  The delegates shall belchosen anmually inosnel way
as the church may eleet, and slmlﬁl Lieate i letter reporting the
state of the chureh, which report . hall give the statisties of e
chureh; the number of the delegales 1o be determined by the
number of membership of the churches, provided, however that
no church be allowed less than two delegntes.

dth.  The officers of the ‘Association shall consist of
Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer. gn be chosen annually from
the members present; Moderator and Clerk 10 Le clected hy ballin
: 5th, It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over

the body during the session at which le is elected, eall the
hextisucceeding session tu order and preside until a reorganiza-
tivn fis effected by the election and Installation of his SUCCessur.
1t sBiall be his duty to keep order, enforce the fule of decorum,
decice all questions, discipline and 1n case of 4 tie, to east the
deciding vote.

6th. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep an accurate
record of all the business transactions of the A ssociation, super-
intend the printing of the minutes, and draw oy 1 he Treasurer
for the funds to defray the expenses of the same,  He shall
hold his office until his successor is elected und installed, and
shall receive such compensation for his services s the MAscocin-
tion may deem proper to allow.

Tth. There shall be an executive committee of disereet
brethren appointed annually, by the, Moderitor, or elected hy

L hody. who shall property e the A<<ociation in reeess, ani
whose dities way be more tlly detined frome tine to 1ime Iy
U Assocition. The Treasurer slindl b one of 4 he niamber,

Sthe When the Associntion is assembled 3 s jority of ull
Uhee memsbers enrolled =Tudl e roguized 1o form g guarom for the
Trnsaetion of hiusiness,

Sthe AT debates shall e conduected in Christian gnd
bratherly spirit: all <hall e allowed 1he privilege of speaking
meany question which is submitted to the consideration of 1ie
Tl

lothe  Every speaker.sliudl rise from s seit, address the
Moderittor, amd keep to the guestion in debaiteand shall avoid
allh unpleasact reflections and personalin fos.

Hth.  No brother shall eallowed ta consume wore 1han
te minutes in oane speech, or speak more than twice on the
sine question, exeept by permission from the Moderitor or the
Ty,

12th. A questions shall be submitted by move and second.
1he first motion taking precedence in point of order.  FEvery
mution seconded must be acted upon unless withdrawn ny the
mover,

13th The business slall be taken up in order according o
the subjoined plan, unless it hecomes neccessary to suspend the
regular rules for a time for purposes which appear proper.

Hih.  The Moderator shill, at each session, invite corres-
ponding delegates from nlhel;{ ludges of our own order, and alsu
ministers from other denominat ons to seats, who when thus
seited, shall be entitled 1o the friendship of honorary members

ASSOCTATIONAL COVENANT.

Having been. as we trust, braught together to organize an
Association, by Divine Grice. to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ.
to give vurselves wholly up to Him, we joxfully and solemnly
covenant each other 1o walk together in Him, with all humility
and Lrotherly love: to witteh over each other for pood, and stir
up each other to love and gowd works; not fgrsaking the frequen
assembling of ourselves together with our neighbors to worship
God gecording to His revealed will as oceasion may require. 16
witrn, rebuke ard admonish each other according ta the puspel.
that the growth of the whole body in Christ and holiness in
knowledge may be therehy promaoted, to the end we may stane

complete in all the will of God.  For the same purpose we will

uphold the public worship of God and the ordinances of His
house, and hold constant communion with esch other therein:
we will cheerfully contribute of our pruperty for the maintes,-
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anteof a fithiel ministey of e gospod smong < i for e

extension of the Blessed Bedecter's Lingadom unive s,

willoet osnin Graily sl eloset pelicion 8t ok, (i H!

=aves o Tl Tone comimon deglee! oF T opeat oami

Aty of rediginnsiy traimng oure ehitorn for Uie <emvive of Gl
A T

and e enjoymiert of Heaven, Weo will aleo vt hidee with
vach othier in seasons of Vemnptations il afilivtions. gwmi e
ready todisiribute 1o the necessities of the saints. Wi will
epeiadly pray for snl with, esnell other, furthe churelve nui-
versully. for the promised ofMision of (e Hulvospirit, Torihe
prosaerity of Zion, and the ingobiering of the eleets ad miy
the God of peace who rought sein frot e dead our Lord
Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of the shwepn Dirongh the
Dlood of The everlasting covenant. make us perfvet in every
woud work, to do s will, 1051 we Y Dol enly enjoy - e
and place in the chiureh on carth, b finadly  wnite with Tiis
glorious chiureh of the first born in Heaven, i aseribing hles.
sings, honor and might. majesty anf domivion 1o Hine whe sit-
teth un the throne, and the Lamb forever, -

DOCTRINAL V1EWS,

© o IsL. o We Delieve that the Hol} Bible wis.written by one
divinely inspired. and is a treasug uf Meavenly instruetions:
that it has God fur its author, Salvition for its end and wruth
without any mixture of errer for its matter. that it reveals the
principles by which God will judge us, and therefore that it
shall remain with usto the end of time, the true center of
chiristiun reunion and the supreme standard 1o which ail u-
man conduct and opinion should conform.—Rev xiii. 14, John ii.
49, .

" 2nd.  That there is one true and living God whose nanme i
Jehoval, the maker and ruler of Heaven and eurth, Inexpressi-
bly glorious in holiness, worthy of all Pes=ibile honor, conlidence
ited 1yve, revealed in the personal distinetion of Father, Son and
Ho'y Ghost. equal in every divine perfection, and exeeuting dis-
tinet but harmonivus oftices in the great work of redemption—
Exod. vi. 3: Pslams Ixxxiii, 18.

T3rd.  That wan was ereated ina state of holiness under
the law of his Maker but by voluntary transgression fell from
that holy and happy state: in consegnence of which men are
now sinners,"not by constraint, but by choice. being by nature
atterly void of that holingss required by the law of God. wholly
riven to the gratifieation of the world, of Satdn apd 1heir own
sinful  passions, and therefure under just  condemnation (o
cternal ruin-without defense or excuse.— Gen. i, 25-il. 5.

3. h. That 1
hrcarele tlae o NETLLET
Wiy e ur natige, o 1

ol siiuners e whedly of wrien,

al Thee s of e il whn tunk i
i dtal el hsnorod e by His own
Wer=otabodedi e and 1 L2 stananest fap sip by His deatly:
B e 0w it ironn 1i ; |
AR 1 red o Jlenyen, ;
T o T gl ST it

. ¥ -
vy

$ ., .
b risen from The dea

AR S Uendverest sempnthies with
B prrnetion. in avers wr i ti -l
W=ttt and a2y 050 2 maviag
1 A

> :

,/-/HL Fheat the e gl blessing whieh Christ or 1
e el as | believe an Tlim, in ~JNsTitieit o,
-“l.\:I‘ S0 Whe purdon or sin il pronrise of ¢1erTal life, npon
J]'_' meiples of rightonsness, 1hat j1 e biestowed, ot in consider-

- W eIt . 3 )
oot anythine we tha, Lt solely ihrongh 11 W richieons-

s . " z
:J:L.ﬂ »lrlnl atonement, gl it it bringes us intn Ho21ate af most
st pesree and v SR i, : : Vi, ;
4 sree and favar witly (3o - Bon viid. 20; Esel VL LG

Pohia suitable, g Colge
I3 0i 3: v. S Vo, it
»

Gillnes< fiest s 11

. G .
¢ 1::|.Ilr ”.I fhlll l‘!l:- ‘IJI;":-'-\'H.I:_':# of salvation are made free 1o all
”, ] tl !.:II:\;II Ja !lll.st s the unmediate dity of all 1o receive
“:;l: }:_\u :|‘t-urdml andl ub;-;if:»n_l Laith, and that nothing prevents
SAvaLion of the greatest sinner o @l but his own voluf-
ltl_"_\' refusal Lo submit o 1 )e Lord Jesus Christ, which refusa!
will suljeet him 1o agargvatad condemnation.-—M ark xvi lu
slohn xvii, 200 fsiq,, Xlv, _’.L: Ist St Teter, 1. '_‘;"b g il
“the That in order td Lo saved we must e rerencerited or
b'n::u dzain. The Fezenemition consjsts uf giving ;':]n-J\' dispo-
Son tothe mind, and is lvll‘vt'lwi it a wanner above our L"ﬂul-
prehension hy the power jof the Ioly Spiric producing volun-
Lary nl_):diem-e 1o the gospel: and thit s proper L‘\'?:J{'ilL‘L' is
found in 1he holy fruits which we brivg fortlf to God.—Johu iii
5. T B Muth. i 8, I .
_ o Sthe  That election is the griacious purpose of God, aceord-
m%- Lo which he Pegenerites, sanet fivs and saves sinners. Thin
heing perfectly consistent witly the free ageney of man, it comi-
}lri‘lll'!tflﬁ all the means witl the end, tirit jL |~. dmost glorivus
display of Gud's gooduess, bzing infinitely wise, holy, Ull(_‘lllulj.'l.‘l-
ables that it urierly excludes Loasting uand 1|rumn{l's humility,
pra_\'e_r, praise.trust in God and dctive invitatioff of his free m:-‘r-
oy llfeu it encourages the use of teans ‘o the highest degree:
1hat it is the foundation of christinn assurance, and that Ii;
aseertain it with regard to ourselves, demands and deserves ouy
utmost diligence.—Epl. i. 36,7, §, 9, 10, 12, P
9h.  That tha preserving attachment of true believers 14
("1|‘rist is the grand mary wiich distinguishes them from super-
ficial professors; that o special providapee w:Zc!:es over .UJL'iI'

wellure and 1t they are kept by gl powerfof God through

;["""*';'.
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Sth unto salvation Kph. b, 15, 14

10th,  That the law of God i< b cterpal, unehaagoahle
vl of 11is gmovernment.: that it is loedy, just soel goodz than 1le
inability whieh the seviptures asewibe b Uatlen wan to Tl e
precepts avise eptively fram their love of =inz Lo deliver them
Teomn which, and to restore them thronzlen e diaror 1o anfee-
il obedience to the haly law i= the desite of the gosped ol of
the menns of grace conneeted with D establishimentoaf e vis-
ible church.—Matl. v, 15, 14 Loke xT 1320 xiv, 15,

Mth. That the Gest day of the week i< a1l Losds day. or
christion Sablyah: that iy shoubd Tee Rept saeved 1o religions po -
poses by abstiininge fran sl secular abor an b reeveation: by he
diréet observanee of a1l meins of greesbotd public and private,
s preparation for the rest which raains for thie people of G

- Ex. xix. & Heb. v, 93 Thes, i, 50 D=xvi

12th.  The ¢ivil government is of divine appointment for
fur the interest of good order of Diman soeietyv: U the mais-
trates are to be prayed for conscientiously, honorsd and wheyed
in all things not contrary to the will of cur Lord Jesus Christ,
who is the Lord of conscience and Prines cof the Kings of (he
cartl.— Heb. xiii, 7: Acts xxiii. 6: Tiw. vi. 17, '

13th.  That thereisa mdicaiand esseutinl differece et ween
*ha righteous and wicked; that such only as e justified by faith,
in the name of the Lord Jesus. aml sancritisd by the spivit of

i 7o as are truly righteous in his estecm.while all such as coutin-
uzin impatience and unbelief, are in it <ight wicked and under
the curse. and this distinetion holds pmang men hoth in and af-
Jler death.— Matt. xxv, 45, 46; Mark xvi. 14,
Hth. That the end of this world is approaching when
{ Christ will descend from heiven and riise the dead from their
- graves 1o final retribution, that a solemn seperation will then
take place, the righteous Leing aajudged vo everlistsng happiness
and the wicked to endless puishiment. and Vs, judgement will
forever fix the final state of men in 2aven or hell, on principles =
of righteousness.—.John v, 25; Matt. xxv, 31-4. 41, 46,

No matfer how humble the preacher ma).' scem 1o
be, he is one of the greatest of men if God has ordained
him to preach.

—
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ARTICLES OF FAITH.

=7 \_1.-1: '{.'1'- Seripture The Seriptares of the Old
. 1 ..l N ,I"‘f“”“"”' Were givon by inspiration of God
f“?l .x.: o i)lll-jll!: on all as onyp imly rule of faith and
1 i l-.}-o. There is anly one living aud true God. in-
(I_I.mh» mall His atreihntes: e Creator, Progepyeor ind

:n\'-rur:f Of the Univorse, 1 voialed to us in the seript-
wres as Fathor, Son and Spirit,

- 2nd! Christ- He s God munifest in (he
:ng in His 11!\“1:]0 niatare Leue God, in his human natgre
Ile man. tited in the Person of the Messiah as Mediy -
tor for the redemption of the world.

il il The Holy Spivit—He
divine dattribntos, Loin
Sunetifisr of men,

flesh, ba-

Possesses all per on i
i the Reformer, Comfortr a il

4th. Divine Parposes and P
jroses of God are olernal
aad Holy providence
13 secure
creatures,

ath. Original Stage
created upright, Hut he
sin and ¢ 2o

- Tudienr®g

rovidenee-—The pur-
and ‘mmutabie, and His wise
N (s overall beings and all thing
1is own g_'lnlrl{ and the highest welfa

FRBEHShed by indolgence: so
h;;._‘ Years of moral accountabihity, sin
B art of the glory of God.
_6th. The Atonement—Christ, in His great co
passion, offered Himself as o saeriﬁc-}_s in ou:-' r;tle'ld ‘ md_
thus by His life, suffeving und death made ‘i"ﬂ .l-t -
ment which is full und fres to all. and op itk O'HG'
to salvation. o At
7th. Grace— Ng one can. by his own works, merit

l]!lOlI"h W hl(.h. il sTirmlua b S81nos d '“‘:l““ed ujp-
i ¢sSsin
=5 dle hl.. | 1

. 8th. .C-ond:uons of Salvation—There are repentan-

5 )

eg nnplying Godly sorrow for, open confession and

Ut 24 s A - ") - - 2
er renonciation of sin, faith, or the unreserved com-

it
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St Moky Spivin whondy

dotisiost of =i oaand bt

T st s fread Lo (o
el :]4" I’_‘_‘l“l'ill'i.“ ]Ei-l-J"._‘.' of the ¢}

Mh Elvetion o bas ot izl (e ||:1-.||'H:1‘.-'
A omen byoany uneonditional deeree, bus” diciornine )
from the hewinninge o <ave

Livea o ¢5enl,

all who shoul |eomply winly

the conditions of salvation. u

Imh, Perseverauee Nono will be finally suvisd Ll
hose who, through cvaee, porsevere in Jioliness tor e
end.

11th  Salvation Free  God desires the salvation of
1% ill. the zospel invitos, the Hyly Sypirit strives with all.
and whosoever will may coms and take of the wuter of

life freely. '
19th. Freedom of the Will-- The hunan will is not
:I-unlml]cd by any fatal necessity_or external foree, bu
is free and self-detirmined. having power fo yield 1o

! .. rrazious influences, or resist trsyn anl P reish. .

13th Gospel Ordinances—Biptism, or the fner-
sbelievers in water. and {he Lord’s Snpper, ave
o be perpetuat.d arder the gospel of uni-
A to all trae

by abstaining fromall sezuli - busmesSAT] agpsements, -
.-t P 2 g >
and consecrated to the worship o = s&pui%i':'g- 4
i improvements. ¥ 'g’ '

15th. The Resurrection - Finul jndecment and final
retribution. ” Christ will male his sceond appearance
e at the end of the world, whoi the dead will be mused,
12 judgement sit, the wicked banished to endless suf-

fering.

— Pounding the Bible in church is aot tha right wav
to thresh out its golden grain 3 :
-
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ASSOTTATIONAL DECORUM.

At 1st. Each session of this association shall
Le culled to order by the former moderator when pres-
wat, when absent clerk, and in his absence, senjority
of yeurs us wmember of this association.

AnT. 2ud. Each session and adjourned setting of
Wiis association shall be opened and closed by prayer.

Ant. 8rd. In abscnce of the former clerk it shall
be the duty of the Moderator protem to appoint &
Clerk protem, =

Anr. 4th It shall be the duty of the Presidiig of
ficor at this point to call for corresponding letters and
have the same read, and it shall be ¥he duty of the
clerk protem to record the names of the delegates.

AnT 5th. After rceuding letters the clerk shall
proceed to call the roll und correct names, and. mark.
absentees. : '

ART. Gth. It shall
point to elect a permanand]
shull be done by nomisafio
vided there be no objectiony:
jection the case shall be decided by a majority of votes.

ART. 7. Each church composing this Association
with a membership of of forty or less number, shall be
entitled to two delegates and for each additional twen-
1y membersor fractional part thereof, one delegate.

ART. 8. One-half the legal number of delegates
<hall be sufficient to constitute a quorum, but a less
number may meet and adjourn from time to time.

ART. Y. This Association may detirmine the timo
its daily sessions shall commence and close,

ART. 10. It shall be the duty of each member of
this body to be present at the time appointed for the dai’
ly session and any one wishing to retire shall first ob-
taiu permission of the Moderator.

ART. 11. No member shall take final leave of lne
conference during its session without first obtaining
permission from the body. '

=
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Evory member wishing o =jai in con

ANT 12
forvnee shall st address the Modertor. 3
A, 150 No person'shadl be allewoed 1o speal more
tham ten wimates af any one e, nor moge fan twice
onany one subjeet without Jeawve of the Lody. ‘
Wi 1L No person shpll bo disturbol while spenls-
ing unless it be necessary to call him to order I
AT, 15, No debate shal! e allowed on anyesnl et
nnless it first be precee led by womove and a seeond
ART. 16, The yeas and says may be takon an any
question before the conference Ly the request of ane
fifth of the members present. ) '
[~ ART. 17, All talking and whispering during the bus-
. iness of the conference shall b suppressed by the Mod
' " erator. s '
« ARr. I8 This Association may hold ecorrespon-
y her religious
messenger or 011101 wise with ot
4_.de\nce by

TART. 20; These:bf- Im‘s miay be altered or amend-
ed by a majority of votes at any regular session uf this
association. = : ool -

ART. 21. There shall be @n cxecutive eommittee of
= three discreet brethren appointed annually by the Mod..

. or elected by the boly. whoshall properly be the As::‘.oA

ciation on recess, whose duties it shall be to superin-

tend and say what disposion shall he made of the finan-
ces belopging properly to the Associasion, and the trea.

surer shall be one of the number. Respectfully submit-
téd, received and adopted.

J. T. HAMBRICK |
W. T. GrRIFFIN
J. H. CookEe

Committec.

where it has oftan misgad.

Au old truth stated in a new way will hit and stick

¥
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CGOVERNMENT AND ( MMDINANCES,
Lo We bedliove that o soxpel chorelr or ehureeh
ration of eliristiins, mstitnted
sovertied aceording to the il in e rales luid down
e Now Testenent,

20 That these rales Gaire chnvehes to ]»u_umu the
formef cover nmiang B e ondinamces of the first christ-
G ehnrehes, an I:e- cotusel of baptized beljevers in
Chirist ;

i Th theo visilile 1"1"i'r]1

Uhirist, s o congy

.

is the awuyo sate ar
whole numbey of Fospel churehes, and that the invisi-
ble chiely is composed of the redecmed now iy heaven,
and of such ehristians now en e.r has are not attachml
o l!m visitblo according to the gospel rules.
- That the establis’iment of central or CdUmIIc gov-
unmlnl over the visible chureh, or any part thmeof 15 |+
adeviee of car thly ambition. e pirgnant to the word of
Ged, sabversive of the hnvehes and dangerons the lil)-
orl 'f":‘ of mon. - ; i i Sy
- That 1he rosp. 1 ¢ rehes are the only ecelosias
tie .1! bodies or 11 ihmanul s anthorized by the Ser iptares;

\\tml cich chureh bas the norestricted r:vl!t to adminis-
1 /

“Lbrits own sovernment without .‘;uper\gsten or intor- -
- ferences; l){-iy-r under Christ essentially; giydenenden,t 2

“ dind d])‘-{.llllle and that if this right be garrcndered to 1 e
U-‘ -

superintending jurisdieton, by dﬂloﬂ'atlp,n or otherwise, - T

“the assembly then ceases 1o be a gospél church. 7]
. That churei .may, nmut]wloc%}\\e suppose. meei

by d. Jerates. for M an association and declare the terme

npon which tlw\' will keepap a fr iendly correspond-

ence: but that the rights and authority of the churches

being inalienable, are in o wise compromised by o

hindered by entering an association, and therefore as

Socfutions have no shadow of authority over chuorehes |

or individuals, their o 1y powers bumcr Lo transact bus- [

ness which does not pertain to churches in their ecele- i

siastical tapacity: to promote mutnal intercourse an

a coucentration of vol mtary effort; and to give tha:
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adviece to elhirchos which mwighit, with equal ant) ority.
be given by any individual.
7. Thut the authorily of cliirel esis desizned for

ciom of the gospwl, and

the perpetuation of the frue reli
for the preservation of o pure and jorderly body of
Christians on earth: that it is fully suficient for, the
purposes intended, but that it doces not extend o] the

persons, property or conscicnees of men napt case
whatever,

8 That the only reguisites to ehiveh memborsh'p
are faith in Clrist and obedience 1o the, gospel: that
faith in Christ necessarily exists in connection with
the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity.
and that to prescribe any other requisite of chureh
membership is an assumption of authority on the part
of the church, and a departure from the plan of the
zospel.

9. That the officers of the church are elders and
deacons; that elders are also called bishops.or pastos s:
that all elders are equal in rink, though they may per-
form different, functions, sincdsome may be the bish-
ops or pastors of particular churches, while others
may be simply elders having no pastoral charge.

10. 'That the authority of the minister of the gospel

.extends to teaching, exhortation and rebulke, but no

further; that he cannot perform any act which belongs
to the authority of th: church such as the reception of
members into the church compact, or the expulsion of
offenders; that asa member of the church he is no
nore than any other member, and if he is guilty of
iransgression he 1s to be brought to tral before his
arethren and convicted or acquitted in the same man-
ter as if he were a private person: vet we think it pru-
dent and proper to call in advisory help. especially if
he minister is to be tried upon = charge of heresy.

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a be-
liever in water, in the name of the Father. and of the
ison, aud of the Holy Ghost.

12, That the Lord's Sopper end wzshing of the

\

T,
Suinl's feetis an ordinunee to be observed in the
church till the Lord comoes.

13, The ¢llers and deacons must be sot apart to their
offices Ly ordination, or the imposition of the hands of
the presbytery, and rayrer. without which they are
not aathorized to administer the ordinances periaining
i1k e respective offices,

CHURCH COVENANT.
Having given onrsclves to God through Jesus Chyist,

“uind adopted the foreraing articles as our confession of

faith, we now give earselves to eash other by the will
of God, and agree to the [ollowing Church Covenant.

1. We solemnly covenunt before God, that we will
strive by bis ussisting orace to exewplify our profes-
sion by a eorresponding practice. We covenant and
igree #s members of the church and as Christiuns, 1o
wilteh over each other in love for mutual upbinlding in
gospel fmth, ende worine to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace, to be careful of cach oth-
&r's reputation. 10 corfess our finlts one to another, 1o
sireugthen the feeble and kind y admonish ke erring,
and to Jabor together for the building up of the church
aad the denomination, und the salvation of sinners.

2. We promise that we will fuithfully and constant ¥
maintain secret and family prayer and religiously iu-
struet those under our care.

3. We covenaut and agree to use our influence to
sustain the regular public worship of God contribu-
ling according to our ability and circumstances for the
support of the ministry and other church expenses
among us; that we will be benevolent to the needy,
anid especially to the poor of our own church.

1. We ulso promise, that, so far as we shall be able.
we will attend upon- pubhe worship, the social meet-

_ ings of the church, and report ourselves regularly at

the monthly conferences: and that we will walk in all




1hae :II'-“I!.'I.‘.I]l‘l"- of the LLord's IJIH =t

We covenant aned sirece that we will afstan from
all vain amusemonmts anl sinful coafemy 1 e
world: il we will nol ten

e iy wsec o farnicy
others, imoxicating drinks as i bover

sl thast wae

will sustain the honevolent crterprises of our denowi-
mation and  chiureh. as Missions, ]':rilli‘;ﬂi{a:!‘. Subhath
School, Moral reform, and all others which tond 1o the
glory of God and the wolfre of men. andd iy the
God of peace sanetify us wholly, and  preservéd us
blimeless nuto the coming of ouy Lovd Jesis"Christ:
that we may join the glovificd around the throne of
God in ascribing blessing and honor and elory and
power fo him that sitteth on the throne and wto the
Lamb forever.  Amen. ; i

CHURCH DECORU M.

1. The church may choose a1 '||t~.3_r annuadly ar the st regu-
Tar Conférence in Associntional’ yéar: or if 1hey prefer it may
choese a4 pastor for an indefinite Jmn--lh of time,” 1 continue
from yeiar to year, <o longg s he m.n’ e SUTIRY ERLUBRCRNTD) up
the conuestion, " osi a0 W

2, When it becomoes necossary, o pastar iy be chosen gt any
other time: e if theclioice be e 5 ~’]‘.~u‘:.1| C mfercénee,
the time must be appointed at o IonThiFmerting'of the churelr.
+ & The pastor shall be Moderator:of the ¢hureh but when e
is absent, or does not sit as- Muderatyr, heing present’some suit-
able brother shall lie dappointed Lo sit in his place, 1y

4. There shall be twa or miore” déseons in the churel, whose
duty it shall be to superintend the¢ fleetion and disbursement
of all contributions made by e clareh for 1 he pastor. ete., s
10 distribute the bread and wite in the administration of the
Lord’s Supper. .

9. The deacans shall also l.uu- netiee of such members as re-
fuse or vegleet tu partake of the Lofd’s Sunser, and endesivor to
aseertain the cause that the same niay e Laid beforé the «hurch
in conference, if necessary, Alsoe it shall be the duty of the
deacons of each chureh to see what amount they can get doni-
ted from the churches for the support of the minister for the
vhurches for the support of the minister for the ensucing vear

aopbas il the ealle b o e ol the anwunt an the tinee he s nofi-
] 68 Ve eall.

G Senesyitthle wmembeer shiall he appointed Clerk: and it
sonvid e hi=guty Coedoath the recordioge sl other writ ing juer-
Vit bt he bsiness b the curel, and to proserve s file of 1he
itz o f tlee jssocinting.

oWhena new Cleri s appebnted, all the hooks, minnuties,
cien hediaing to the Chaky shall e immedintely delivered 1o
i b hiis predecessor. Also it shall be the doty of the
churel elerlt to revise ahe choreh roll at least onee a year.
Whienr we Lave lost sizhit of a0 member by aosence o otherwise
we deave their mmes on the old ol 1o be reinstated Upn
prsper show ing being made. Tt shall be the duty of the pas-
turs toinstriet the deacons and ele |L~ of 1heir {]nm hes in re-
mard 1o money for missions.

5. When the church decins il necessi ryy, a committee of nol
less than three male members, well acquainted with Dusiness,
sl be appointeld, whese duty it shall be to give adwce Lo
brathrap who apply te them relitive 1o cases of dealing., cre,,
\\||'| g hrel.

o The chnreh <hall hold @ two days’ mecting, font hiy,
[ .|hr.'u:ing Saturday oid the Lord's day folldwing. the first of
which shall be the regatar 1ime of Couference,”

10 Tt shatil be the duty of every member, wale and female. to
attend eaeh Cnf'race me ling, if {!lm can: for an that day
Lhe pastor is expeetzd to instruct the chure b ina certain wman-
ner by giving plain :nd puinted lessons on doctrine. discipline,
and the rules of holy living, ~ Also it shall be his duly us pas-
tor Lo preach a missioudry sermon at least qua rteriy.

1. Any male membar wha shall fail to attend three sueces-
sive Conferences, and "iny member whatever.” who miay be gen-
erally ramiss in attending the lne=lm,«:.- of the chureh, aceord-
inrto lh"LU\‘el'l'lan.\rI.lc]' m) shall e cited !tr.l]']]‘i'lr in Con
ference and ansivar for his I:I*."’ILLL, hut the chureh may exempr
members from this rule it necessary.

LP,, 2. Conferences shall be opened and condueted as follows:

1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been conchr 11‘d
and generally then.)

2. Invite visiting brethren-to seats

3. Open the door fur the reception of members. and read
aver minutes of Tast conference.

4. Call for absentees,

@ For acknowledgements: : !

. For reference or deferred business.

7. Formatters of dealing which are in order Lovcome D
fore the chureh.

8. For miscellaneon : husiness.

|
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12, Viditing brethren, as heips called in from sister ehmrehes.
<lial]l be allowed o speak and make motions ur secolids BT Dot
allowed 1o vote.

4. Ao arderiy member of the Thptist Clinrels wiio does el
nedd this ehurel in Teilowship, iy be peeeived into the ¢hireh
without i letter, whetn it is msde apparent that his Christian
eligtracter is unhmpeachabile, and that e as applied § o Jeier
and could not ubtain it beeinse he desired 1o join s T sume
sister chareln. Al other persons must join by heiter or bape
HEETTH

15. Nomember <hall be received without the uteidmons oo -
seit of the members presents but voreasonable objection shidd
got be valid, and unless withdrwn the mewbar whe mikes
them shall be liaole to be taken unger dealings by the chiureh,

16. When the moderator ealls for absentees the Clerk shall in-
Aforn the ¢hureh what male members have been absent foone
ihiree successive Conference’s and the Moderitor shall appoint
spme brother or brethiven 1o cite esch of them 1o the nest Con-
ierence

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited
verbally or in writing toattend at bis 1rial, provided his resi-
dence be known to the chinreh. f

18, When o witness, not a member of «the church, is iotro-
duced he shall not be examined watil the question has been put
1o the chiurch: Will'vou hear the testimony of 1this wiluess?

*19, The evidenee in every case of dealing and acknowledge-

. ment shall be minutzd in this chureh book.,

20. Members dismissed from this church by letter, who be-
vome disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a.
wood reason. shall be cited to Conference to answer for their
vonduct. - y

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their
petition, if their walk since expulsion lis convineed the ¢chureh
ihat they have sineerely repented of their forer evil.

22, A vole shall not be taken upon any guestion without
move and second, and inall Doportaut questions the vote shall
ise takeu by rising to the fset.

23. No motion shatl be made ‘while a4 moveand second is be-
fure the Conference.

24, 1t shall be considered disorderly fur any member 1o ab-
sent himself fram Conference when an important guestion is to
be decided; but a member. npon his request, may be exempied
by the'chureh from vouing un either side in peculiar cases.

25." No member sladl leave the house during Conference withi-
out a sufficient cause, por engage in cunversation or whisperine.

witheut-Being subjeet to beealled wo order hy Lthe Moderator

ar

s
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28. All discussions fn Conference must be conducted with -
<calmness and good feeling; those who speak must arise to their
feet and address the Moderator, and keep to the point in de-
bate. r -

23, Noone shall speak more than three times on the same
wotion without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the
remirks of any one he unreasonably long,

28. When the Moderator speaks in debitte he must nominate
sume brother, Moderator in his stead.”

29. Noone shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is
necessary to eall him to order.

40, Tt shall be the rule of the chureh toattend to the adminis-
lration of the Lord’s Supper ot least four times a yvear, and the
expenses are Lo be padd by the chureh.

Al Members not in good standing shall uot commune but the
adwinistration shall not be deferred on aecount of any ordi-
nary matter of dealing. )

32. Feet-washing shall be attended to as the chureh sees
pruper. .

33. Public fasting, humiliation, &nd prayer shall be observed
. proper occasions.

3. The Decorum may be altered or amended by a vote of
Lwo-thirds of the membars present at any two suceessive month-
Iy Conferences.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

PrELIMINARIES:  When several believers wish
to be organized into a church. they. requesta councii
from spme sister church.  This council or committer
(commonly called an “*Arm®) examines into the chris-
tian character, dectrine and fellowship of the appli-
cants and their ability to sustain a church.  If the ox.
amination is sutisfactory the organization proceeds as
follows:  The Bible is presented as the only rule of
faith and practice, A Church Covenant is read und
wdopted. A Prayer of Conseeration is offered,  The
hand of fellowship is given. A

The church then proceeds to elect 1ts officors,
which are a Clerk, a Treusurer, a Pastor. whoucts us
Maderitor in all ehuech meotings, and @ Bowrd of Dea.
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cons, who constitute with the pastor. a Committee
to promote order. aclivily. attendance on the means of
grace, benevolence, and suffizient disé¢ipline in the
church. 4 '

Deacons should possess sound piety, good business
capacity and large benevolence: they hold office at-the
pleasure of the church: they assist on baptism and/the
Lord's Supper: have the care of the poor. andTonduct

religious meetings in the absence of pastor. -

> CORRESPONDENT'S' LETTER.

To the Brethren that compose the Martin, Chatahoochee
and, other sister Associations:

We have met in an associational capag¢ity at New Shiloh in
Irvin County, Ga. Our deliberations were calm, with the
Spirt of God in our hearts to rule: making our session one of
peace and harmony. *‘Love reigndng supreme in our hearts”
which was detiimental to every ill feeling. The association
was organized with thirteen eh, ches: four from the Chatta-
houchee associntion, seven new churches that had no connection
with any assocation prior to thit that time were found in order
and received in full conection.  We pray you dear brethren ev-
erywhere that every session of our body (The Liberty Associa-
tion) the Spirit of our Lord Jesus may be one in our m dst and
1ay the gospel of peace bless and sanctify your efforts in the
gospel that wany may be saved.

¢ Y W. (5. STOVALL.

DUTIES OF PASTORS TO CNURCHES.

The kind and the extent of the different wifts which God
twstows upon different Christians are according to his wise
sternad purpose, and desigied to promote the holiness aod bap-
Jiness of his Kingdom,

Al these gifts therefore should e o employed as is best
ulapted-to aecomplishy this end,

The pastors should quictly and meeklvoexbort their follow-

e teaeh Voo abserve the trath withaout the bope of rewseds:

0
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not injuring the causz of Christ, but eldifying those that follow
him, anl the fo'lowers permitted to gather spiritual things uf
the pastors; Pastors. Jer. 3153 10,21 12.10; 13, 16; 22,23; 23,1:
Eoh. 41112 1st. The duty of shepherds to watch the
ek, (ren. 3L40: Ezk. 3456, 2nd. To find pasturage. 1
Wiws 13560 Sol. L1.81.1;2.3. 3rd. Used asa figure, Ezek.
4L 238010, 4t Toeare for the voung and disabled. Gen.
a1, 33301314 Ezek. 84 4. 5th. To be responsible for losses.
(on. 3139, 6th. To beat off wild animals.  Amos. 3, 12 Sums.
17, 34, 4.

Duty of ministers to preach the true doctrine.  1st. Sam,
2.7 1st Cor. 1, 23, 20d, 2,3rd 9. 10,: 2" Cor. 4, 5,5,11; 2 Tim. 2, 4.
Suel. To shun error, Mat. 15, 13,14: Acts 20, 20.90,31; 1 Line. 1, 6,
16, 3.4.5: 2 Tim. 2, 16, 17,18, To reprove with kindness, yet
with necessary shiarpuess. Ministers must set a good exam-
ple to maintain good order. Gal. 12,13, 14.15,16; 1 Cur. 4,18,79.21,
11, 17.18; 2 Cor. 13, 1.2,10. Gal. 1,105 Tit. 2, 7,8 Cor. 14, 26,
27,33 1.5, 0.

SCGGESTIONS ON THE SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY.
The pustors time being devoted Lo the ministry, he has no
time to labor for the support of himself and family.

If a chugeh eall 4 pastor (or one service & month, consuming
oune fourth ofhis time, that chureh should cont ribute enough
to support him and his family asan averige wember of that
church lives one fourth of the year. This duty should be at-
tended to by the Doacons of the church, And approximated
it the beginning of the associatinnal year by the ¢church in con-
[erence.

- * - * * *

{a) 1Cor, 9 1t—Evensu hath the Lord ordained that they
which preach the gospel shanld live of the gospel. Matt. 10, 10;
Luke 10, 5.

by Acts 6, 1o d inclusive

¢l 1 Tim. 5 1% 18 Dent. 25, 40205 85,

Matt, 10, 10, The worknun is worthy of his meat.

Luke 10, 10 The laborer is worthy of his hire,

4 1Cor 914 Even sohath the Lord ordained that they
which preach the gospel should Tive of the gospel.

1 Tinn 5. 15,15, Let the elders that rule well be counted
warthy of doubile honor. espeeially they w ho labor in thegword

and dectrine.  For the seriptures  saith: Thou shalt  nui
muzzle the ox that treadeth o ont the coin. Al the Taborer i=
warthy of his rewasnid. &

————




Deut. 25, 4, Thew 16T vt wtizzle the ox when be tremd
eth vut the corn. Giving.

20 W 5. Every man
heart. so let biw give: nov gradeingly, or of nevessity, for Gl
lovetl i eheertul giver

th Deeons, Aets 11, 1.4,

woriding as lee progescth in his

DEACON'S DUTIES.
BY J. H. JENKINS.

Ist. From a Bible standpeint.  “nd. From the Bup-
list usage standpoint.  'The first Apostalic chndeh in
Jerusalem ir A. D. 32, the first year of its exsis{once s
such found it necessary to ordain deacons. The twelve
pastors did not find it convenient to attend to ull that
was required of them. and so neglected some of 1)e wid-
ows who probably needed both spiritual and finuneia)
assistunced  To meet this need, and in order that the
pustors might give themsclves continvally in prayer
and to the minisiry of the word, seven men of honoest
raport, full of the Holy Gliost aud of wisdom, were se-
lected from their number nuriber and ordained deacons
or helpers. It is the duty of the bishop or elder to
rule in the house of God, to feed the flock: of God, as
the Greek word translated b'ishop or elder means over-
seer, it is his duty to act as general overseer and super-
intendent for the chureh, and directits ageneies for the
upbuilding of the church and the cause of Christ. The
word translated deacon means helper or assistant over-
seer. The deacon isthe deputy or assistant of the pas-
tor or elder.  Like an elder he must be a mun of up-
right christian :character, whose habits and passions
must be circumscribed within dve bounds, nnd especial-
ly he should rule well in hisown household. The New
Testament gives him authorty 1o read und expound the
scriptures and to buptise.

As to Baptist usage: When our deacons are or-
dained we usually give them in charge certain duties:
the following being generally enumerated: They are {0

=34
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obtain and prepare (11 the chureh’s expense) the em
blems of the Lord's Supper, and the nesessa ry service
for its administration. They are to assist the clder in
distributineg this sicrement amones the peaple. They are
charged 1o look after the pastor of their churely, making
dne inguiry into his financial needs. and then to make
effort to have his wants supplicid.  They are charged to
look after the poor of the church, and if there be any
cases demanding charity, to bring them to the atten-
tion of the church.

They are especially charged to visit those of the
church whom they know to be distressed either in mind
or bodyland 1o give them words of ‘encouragement,
comfort and consolation, endeavoring to bring relief 10
the ¥ oppressed or suffering circumstances.

They are charged as pastoral assistants in thg over
sight of the chureh, 1o take due note of those members
who absent themselves from the regulur services and
af those who do not commune with the choreh, to ascer-
lain the caus: of same, and exercise proper diligence,
when possible, td remove said cause. - T
~ The are of course, charged to visit members who
itre zuilty of conduct unbecomiuga christian as im'[)I'ied
above. © Bat'this duty is not confined 1o the deacons.
Its the duty of every member of the church, male. and
fema_le, to take a gospel interest “in every other mém-
ber, und as much as Possible to assist them in workin'y

ont ther salvation créditably' {o themselves, honorably
ta the:chnreh and devatedly tu God. )

One reason why the people often look bored iy
thurch, .is because the preacher didnt bore deep
tnongh before he wont into the Pulpit.
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CLERK'S LETTER.

The past association will linger inithe memory as
the first and as one of Lu. most ph"h:mt in our history
to come. |

The weither w as unu:.u.tli} 1111-15.1117 culd but pot
severe, and without rain.

New Shiloh church is sitnated within atout two
miles of the beautiful little city of Ashbuarn on the
Georgia Southern Railroad.

Brethren and vicinity gave generous and e!evdna
hospitality. Ministers present who preached during
sessions were W. G. Stovall. Hartsfield; C. M. Hall
aniW. T. Sellers, Camilla; W. T. Grifin and J. E..
Watson, Rochell; S. N. Little, Sycamore; J.E.Thor sou
Kramer; and licentiaie E. W. McCoolk, C)tlonem

Moderator Stevall presidedina ready and courteous
manver.  His rulings, making ume without hurry in
his methods of worl.

The introductory preached” by him was ene to be
remembered, espeua]ly by the brethrer, in admonish-
[ing us to walk circumspec tiy Lefore: the world that we
inay win their souls, bearing in wind ‘that God hath
not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, and of love
aud of sound mind, that we are the light of the world
and the salt of the earth and a city on a hill that can-
not be hid and that as in baptism, we have been buried
with Christ in baptism and raised again so there is on

s a special obligation,

“Henceforth to wills in newness of life and may
this God of peace who brought us again from the dead
he ‘Lord Jesns' that great shepherd of the sheep
through the blood of the everlasting covenant make us
perfect in every good work to do his will.”

No overtures or demonsiration being apparent iu
the selection of officers precludes  the idea of clique or
fietion in the mrerest for any man or men. so it ought
tn be, ot

W have done the best we could ander the civeunm

| .
stances, t> classify and prepare manuseript requires
time und toil, -.ll-Tht inaccuracies are to be expected
and delay in getting out mifiutes is not unreasouable.

Some failed to make a report, while others are not
complete. obituary committee not beine able to report.
[ l.ave.added memoriam for Friendship church.

We hope that next year each church and commitiee

can make a full report, that uot only names and ages
of deceased members, but how long had they been mem-
bers of our, .or other churches.

Body adjourned Saturdiy afternoon, but divine'ser
vizes ¢ ‘otinued on Sunday at the brush arbor near the
church. The stand was occupied ddring the day by
Bro. Sellars, followed by Bro. .Griffin at 9 o'clock ser-
vices., und Bro. Stoval followed by Bro. Watson at 11 o
cloclk. All preached sermons which will abide 1 the
wemory of those that had the pleasure of hearing them.

The preachers being lengthy and entertaining, hut
not tiresome, and the day being nearly spent, closed by
a most masterly effort at prayer delivered by Bro. Juhn
Newell, a Missiovary Baptist, who had just arrived.
noted for his late preaching of the doctrine of holiness
or sanctification. Of him we know but little, command-
ing in appearance. fine physique. smphatic, but gentle

F nner and address, in the meridian of life appar-
vﬁ"ﬂv p%ses“.d of every sign of a long and eventful
life. But alas, he has left us and .the world, no more
will he be seen on earth, Hehas preached his last ser
mon, prayed his last prayer, sung his last hymn, has
crossed through the dark and shadowy valley of do il
Many of those who had heard him preach speak it the
highest praise and mourn his departure with sorrow
and regret.

Song “God he with you till we meet again,” then
benediction and good byes asrepofted by clevk C M.B

The real prayer comes from the Tife not the lips
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CHURCTIES, COUNTY DELEGATES ICLERK AND P. 0. PASTOR' = f=H
: _ vRITES
New Trospect Worth J ard, Wm Massey J T Ward, Ashburn |9 N Little 23 81 25
New Shiloh Erwin J fl‘Zorn, J A Massey, J,T Ham{J T Hambrick, *° Bk ! 40 200
......... T e " < 1. g Susssnasiindn kiviarifapsstunaniiivis s sliais iceres
Greenwood Mitchell |R A Lewis 3 K Smith, Falrcloth |W T Sellars, Camiial' 13| "1 00
Hartsfleld Colquit A Stoval, I H Cooke ' ke, Hartsfi'd|W G Stoval °. 72 160
Pine Hill X I A Rhodes, G W Rh. ses G W Rhodes, Elm  [M J Whitley 48 125
County Line Thomaus W S Nichols, J B Rob. rts W 8 Nichols. Chas'n|W G Stoval 14 1 00
Friendship Mitchell [TW Cooper,C M Burtzy(} 8 Shi-(A Howell Camilla . 100; 2 05
LI L TSy Ta ) . ! PN AP L vau]iovsree "ot e, glesais
Magnoliu: By Prater U B BRGNS W'T Sellars ol
Pleasant Home [Thomas By Pastor 4 " |R Busby, Tho'sville £l 21 145
- Love's Chapol Dooly L Nobles L Nobles, Veirna “[W T Griftin 20 2 560
Freewill Baion  |[Pulask) DY Willlams J W Ethridge e 31 150
Cool Hprlm.f Colquit BJ Gritin,J B D Duun|T Griffin, Lawson, |C N Hall 301 325
New Liethe Worth J M Lawson, M k} WL .. ouie N THFCE S RE Lo it EES
verireeeseia e, o Watsons iR M PRI A i v el o e, 401 160
Total 380 20 25



