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OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

MODERATOR .............................................. REV. HOLLIS SOUTHERLAND 

ASSISTANT MODERATOR ............................................ REV. D. W. JONES 

-CLERK . . . .. .. . . ... . ... . .. . . . . .. . . . ... ... . . . ... .. . .. . . .. . .. . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . RUTH McCOY 

ASSIST ANT CLERK . 
• • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • 0 • 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • LAURA BOOKER 

---- ----
ADDRESSES OF PASTORS 

REV. DALLAS JACK JONES - Antioch; Rt. 3; luka, Mississippi 
(Phone 423-9316) 

REV. J •. S. WHITEHEAD - Jones Chapel; Rt. 2; Tishomingo, 
38873 (Phone 462-5706) 

38852 

Mississippi 

REV. CURTIS BRILEY - New Lebanon; Star Route; Booneville, Mississippi 
38829 (Phone728-4596) 

REV. J. L. GORE - Martin Hill; Box 777; Booneville, Mississippi 38829 
(Phone 728-4030) 

' 

REV. HOLLIS SOUTHERLAND - Mt. Pisgah; Savannah, Tennessee 38372 
(Phone 925-4374) 

REV. LUTHER GIBSON - First Church; North Lake Street; Booneville, 
Mississippi (Phone 728-6004) 

REV. GLEN JONES - Smith Chapel Rt. 6; Corinth, Mississippi 38834 
(Phone 462-5889) · 

REV. R. C. SPENCER - Macedonia; 
(Phone 728-4025) 

Booneville, Mississippi 38829 
< 

. REV. BURLON JONES -:Burgess Creek; 1235 Green Avenue, Florence, Ala. 

-----------
ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS 

REV. LENARCE STRICKLEN - Rt. 1; Booneville, Mississippi 
(Phone 462-5967) 

REV. PAT· STRICKLEN - Rt. 1; Booneville, Mississippi 
(Phone 462-5967) 

REV. JERRY HOUSE - luka, Mississippi 38852 

38829 

38829 

REV. D. W. JONES - Tishomingo, Mississippi 38873 (Phone 462-5625) 
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ADDRESSES OF CHURCH ClERKS 

ANTIOCH ................ Mrs. Essie Conway, Rt. 1; Burnsville, Miss. 38833 

BURGESS CREEK ........ Billy Messenger, Rt. 1, Tishomingo, Miss. 38873 

FIRST CHURCH ........ Mrs. Charles McCoy, Rt. 6; Booneville, Miss. 38829 

JONES CHAPEl ... : ................. Jewel Garvin, Rt. 1; Rienzi, Miss. 38865 

MACEDONIA .................... Mrs. Ruby Whittemore, Rienzi, Miss. 38865 

liTTLE BROWN ............ Miss Janie Gail Smith, Booneville, Miss. 38829 

MARTIN HILL .... Mrs. Hoyle Shackelford, Rt. 5; Booneville, Miss. 38829 

MT. PISGAH ........ Mrs. Esta lee Gann, Rt. 7; Box 111; Booneville, Miss. 
38829 

NEW LEBANON ........ Mrs. Madrid Richardson, Rt. 3; luka, Miss. 38852 

SMITH CHAPEL ........ Mrs. Noel lambert, Rt. 1; Booneville, Miss. 38829 

MINUTES OF THE EIGHTY THIRD ANNUAl SESSION OF 
THE liTHE BROWN CREEK ASSOCIATION 

' 

OF THE FREE Will BAPTIST 

FRIDAY EVENING SESSION 

The eighty-third session of the little Brown Creek Association of Free 
Will Baptist convened with the Antioch church on August 31, 1973. 

Services were opened with Rev. Rickey Booker directing "Victory in 
Jesus" and 1 Essie Conway accompaning at the piano. Rev. Lee Robinson 
led in prayer after which another congregational number was· sung. · 

' 

Rev. Luther Gibson, moderator of the association, called for a time 
of special prayer for Rev. Bufford Pierce. Rev. Pierce had suffered a 
heart attack two days earlier and was still in intensive care. Rev. J. L. 
Gore prayed this intercessory prayer. · 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
I 
l 
• • 

Youth Rally would ·meet with the First Church on the following Sun
day. Woman's auxiliary would be meeting at Morganwood Camp Sep· 
tember 7; 8. 

Immediately before the evening message Rev. Booker led the con
gregation in singing "Lily of the Valley." 

- ·Rev. luther Gibson brought the evening message. He took his scrip· 
ture from Gal. 1:1-12 and used verses 11 and 12 for the central theme of 
his message •• "The Message We Have to Preach." 

Just before the meeting adjourned, the moderator asked that all 
ordained ministers come to the front of the church to be presented to 
the body. Those introduced were: Rev. Curtis Briley, Rev. Hollis 
Southerland, Rev. Glenn Jones, Rev. J. l. Gore, and Rev. J. S. White
head. 

We were dismissed in prayer by Bro. Leonard Walden. 

---------
SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

The Saturday morning session reconvened at 9:45 with Bro. Jack 
Jones leading the group in singing "Count Your Many Blessings" and 
prayer by Bro. Curtis Briley. Bro. Jones directed several good numbers 
with Debra Short at the piano. 

Bro. J. L. Gore brought a very timely message on "Obedience," 
taking ·his scripture from Acts 1:14. 

The moderator appointed a Committee on Committees. Host Pastor, 
Bro. Jack Jones, gave an official welcome to all attending the association. 
Everyone was 'encouraged to enjoy and to utilize all their facilities. 

Bro. J. · S. Whitehead gave the response, assuring the pastor and 
church that everyone was thankful for having an invitation to their church. 

The moderator appointed Mrs. Debra Short and Miss Judy McCoy to 
serve as. reading clerks to read the church letters. Bro. Jack Jones led 
"Amazing Grace" followed by a sermonette by Bro. Glenn Jones. He 
used l':lehemiah as an example of a great leader. We were then dis
missed for recess. 

- The Association reassembled with Bro. J. l. Gore directing· "Victory 
in Jesus" and "When We All Get to Heaven," followed by the 11 :00 
o'clock message which was brought by Rev. Paul- Long. Scripture, for 
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his messagil on "Spirit of Supplication,' was taken from Acts 1:1-11. Im
mediately following the message Bro. Gore led "Have Thine Own Way." 
We were dismissed in prayer by Bro. Herman Pennel for the lunch hour. 

----------
AFTERNOON SESSION 

The afternoon session opened with Bro. Gore directing "Praise Him, 
. Praise Him," Joyce Richardson accompanied at the piano. Bro. Charles 
Walden led in prayer. 

The Ministers Quartet, Bro. Southerland, Bro. Jack Jones, Bro. Gib
son, and Bro. Gore, renderecJI special music, 11Wherever He Leads I'll 
Go,11 Bro. R. C. Spencer brought the afternoon devotion. His message 
was, 11Joining Together in Love." Scripture was taken from I Corinthians 

13:1-13. 

------- -·-
WOMAN'S AUXILIARY REPORT 

Elizabeth Gibson, President of the District and State Auxiliaries, 
gave a thorough report of the work done by auxiliaries from Antioch, New 
Lebanon, and the First Church. The ,-District Auxiliary closed the year with 
a total of non cash gifts of $526.00 and a total disbursement of'$1,598.10. 
Mrs. Gibson encouraged pastors to inspire their women to organize an 

· auxiliary in their churches. 

COMMITTEES 

::OMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 
Rev. J. L. Gore 

· Rev. Danny Short 
Rev. D. W. Jones 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE 
Martha Moss 
Debra Short 
Hazel Belue 

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE 
Charles Walden 
Rev. Jack Jones 
Rev. Curtis Briley 

C. T. S. COMMITTEE 
Ann Walden 
Lou Bullard 
Rev. Myron Broadway 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Elizabeth Gibson 
Nita Jones 
Sonja Jones 

FINANCE. COMMITTEE 
Rev. J. S. Whitehead 
Max Whitehead 
Rev. Danny Short . 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Rev. Hollis Southerland 
Rev. D. W. Jones 
Bro. Gerdest Walker 

-PAGE 4-



---------------- ·- -~if 
----~~----------------------=-~-=======·~---=-~--, I 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

.. SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE We, the Sunday School Committee, 
are happy to report all of the churches in our Association have active 
Sunday Schools. We note an increase of over one hundred enrolled over 
last year's enrollment. 

Beleiving that our Associational Sunday School Workshop was a 
great success, we recommend: 

1. That each church plan a Sunday School Workshop or course of 
study to be conducted on the local level, thus striving to enroll each 
teacher, assistant teacher, Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, and 
all officers of the Sunday School. 

2. That the Pastor and Sunday. School Superintendent assume the 
responsibility of making the plan for this Workshop. 

C. T. S, COMMITTEE -- We, the C. T. S. Committee report that six 
churches have an active C. T. S. We would like to encourage other 
churches to start a C. T. S. program. 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE We, the Obituary Committee have found the 
following deaths in our Little Brown Creek Association for the year 1972-
73: New Lebanon -- Sis. Charlie Felker, Sis. Lena Woodruff; Mt. 

. Pisgah Bro. Cliff Murphy; Macedonia -- Millard Childers; Little 
Brown Sis. Mary White, Sis Martha Pierce, Bro. Roy Boggs; Jones 
Chapel -- Bro. Guy Jones; Martin Hill --Mrs. Ola McCoy, Mrs. Bill 
Smith; Smith Chapel -- Coleman Rogers; Antioch ·- Betty Blakney 
Hudson. 

----------·-
YOUTH CAMP REPORT 

Bro. Gore reported that youth camp was a success this year. He 
proposed that in addition to camp, we make plans to take our young 
people to Tishomingo Park on a specified weekend for special services. 

--- -- -·-
FINANCE COMMITTEE -- Beginning September 1, 1972 and ending 
August 31, 1973. 

•• . ' 

Balance brought forward ............................... . 
Offering ........................................................... . 
Minute Fees ....................................................... . 
Total Income ....................................................... . 
EXPENSES 

. Moderator 
Clerk 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • 

••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 
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Assistant Clerk ................................................... . 
Speaker (Bro. AI Hamm) ................................... . 
M ... "Stt A "t" ISSISS1pp1 a e SSOCIO 10n .......................... .. 

Hodges Printing Minutes ................................... . 

-'·~---•..,n•q """'J:IIIit.O.,. 

' 

15.00 
20.00 
20.00 

Associational Sunday School Teachers Material .. .. 
135.80 
28.04 

9.58 
1.36 

20.00 
279.78 
$97.77 

Postage ............................................................. . 
Church Letter Forms .......................................... .. 
Aleene Sharp (General Expenses) ................... . 
Total Expenses ................................................ . 
Balance in Treasury ......................................... . 

----- -----
SLATE OF OFFICERS 

Moderator Bro. Holl'·s Southerland • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Assistant Moderator ................................................ Bro. D. W. Jones, Jr. 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . Ruth McCoy 
Assistant Clerk ............................................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . laura Booker 
Devotional Committee ........................................ The Executive Committee 
SS Teacher Training Committee .................................... Bro. Jack Jones, 

------- ---
HOME MISSION BOARD 

Bro. J. l. Gore, 
and Sis. Ann Walden 

For the associational year 1972-73 . the Home Mission Board is as 
follows: Laymen, Bro. Gerdest Walker (3yr.), Bro. Willard Wood (2yr.), 
and Bro. Charles Walden (1 yr.); Ministers, Bro. Curtis Briley (2yr.), and 
Bro. D. W. Jones, Jr. (1 yr.). 

------------
DELEGATES TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION --

Bro. Danny Short, Sis. Debra Short, . Bro. Max Whitehead, and Sis. 
Dorothy Gore were appointed as delegates to the State Association. 

The moderator shall be responsible for calling a meeting of the· 
officers and committees in about one month for the purpose of formulating 
a plan for the coming year. 

The association adjourned with the singing of 11Till We Meet" and 
prayer by Bro. Herman Pennel. 
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' ------- . - . - ··--. -- ------ -------~ - ______________ ·_-_. ------------------------------------ ------ ~ 

SEQUENCE IN WHICH THE ASSOCIATION WILL MEET AT THE VARIOUS 
CHURCHES 

' 

1974 
1975 
1976 
19n 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 

Little Brown 
Jones Chapel 
Martin Hill 
New Lebanon 
First Church 
Burgess Creek · 
Smith Chapel 
Mr. Pisgah 
Macedonia 
Antioch 

------------
RESOLUTION COMMITTEE REPORT 

1. Be it resolved that we require each church in the Association to take 
up a free will offering at each monthly service, said offering to be 
kept in the respective church and to be expended by the deacons of 
said church for the purpose of paying ministers, repairing churches, 
and helping destitute members as the deacons see fit. 1927 

2. Be it resolved tbat each church donate its pastor $25.00 or more to 
enable him to devote more time to the studies of the Scriptures. 1927 

3. Be it resolved that any minister of this Assiciation who is guilty of any 
act or acts of misconduct which is liable to destroy said minister's in
fluence or impair the influence of the Free Will Baptist 'faith and order, 
shall be deemed guilty of a discilpinary offense and: after discipline has 
been used if he has not shown penitence he shall be excommunicated 
from the Association. 1927 

A. Be it resolved that the clerk enroll ministers and delegates comprisin\:1 
~ach association and that he: (the clerk) call the roll call each session. 

5. Be it resolved that we now, and henceforth, pay the clerk of ,' our 
Association $10.00 each year for the writing of the minutes. 1949 
1932 

o. Be it resolved that the Fifth Sunday Meeting be continued. 1955 

7. Be it resOlved that the church clerks inqiire of members being received 
by letter, and that the clerk write for a letter of recommendation from 
the church they are leaving •. The purpose of this procedure is to keep 
our church records straight. It is also recommended that they not be 
received into full fellowship until their letter or recommendation be 
received. 1956 
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8. Be it resolved that the Little Brown Creek Association unite with the 
Mississippi State Association of Free Will Baptist in order that we may 
further the cause of our Association, our Denomination, and cnJr Lord. 
1966 

9. Be it resolved that it become a standard practice for the introductory 
speaker for the association to be left to the moderator and the assistant 
moderator. 1966 

10. Be it resolved that the Little Brown Creek Association endorse and 
support, with prayers and attendance, the Christian Youth Rally for . 
the training and encouragement of our youth. 1966 · 

11. Be it resolved that the Little Brown Creek reactivate the Home Mission 
Board with a total of 5 members (2 ministers and 3 laymen) to be 
elected from the floor to serve annual terms and to be re-elected or 
replaced each year. Further resolve that this Board be charged 
with the training of laborers from our Association,) and to receive 
voluntary support for worthwhile projects from member churches. 
1966 

12. Be it resolved that the Little Brown Creek Association prepare and 
present to each ordained and accepted minister an annual ministerial 
certificate denoting good standing, to be presented during the 
Association of each year. 1966 

13. Be it resolved that it be written into the Constitution that the as
sistant moderator be moderator for the following year as has been 
previously voted on by the Association. 1966 

14. Be it resolved that a free will offering be taken on Friday and Satur
day morning ofi each association in order to support the general 
fund. 1967 

' 15. That there be a form drafted and included in the church letters for 
each church to certify ministers who are members of that' church 
and have proven to be sound in the faith and ·in; good standing 
before the· Association grants the annual ministers certification card. 
1968 

16. Be it resolved that a church that fails to report at two consecutive 
associations be automatically removed from the rolls of this Assoc
iation. 1968 

17. Be it resolved that the Tssociationl require that all new ministers 
pastoring chusches in this Association come before the examining 
committee of the Ordination· Counril to have their credentials certi
fied. The moderator of the Ordination Council, the clerk, and three 
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elected members of the Ordination Council will serve as the examin
ing committee. 1968 

18. Be it resolved that we change the Fifth Sunday Meeting to a Quart
erly Meeting to meet at a statecf time each calendar quarter, and 
that officers be elected to plan and promote this meeting. 1969 

. 19. Be it resolved that Minister Certification be examined by the Or
dination Council and recommendations be code to the Tssociation 
accordingly. 1969 

20. Be it resolved that a visiting speaker be given $20.00 instead of 
$10.00 if he is selected by the Devotional Committee. to bring a 
message at our Associational worship service, but only- one guest 
speaker from outside the Association be invited by this committle. 
1969 

21. Be it resolved that we have two sessions in our Associational Meetings 
which would be Friday night and all Saturday. 1970 

22. Be it resolved that we print in the minutes tht churches and their 
pastors with addresses and phone numbers of pastors. 1970 

23. Be it resolved that we have a C. T. S. Committee to report at future 
meetings of the Association. 1971 

24. Be it resolved that a Nominating Committee be appointed in the 
beginnini of the association to nominate all officers and members 
of standing boards and committees for ·each association. 1971 

25. Be it resolved that our Association use the standard Association re
port form that has been prepared by the National Association of 
Free Will Baptist. 1971 

26. Be it resolved that Scripture for Doctrinal Statements be included in 
the minutes. 1971 

27. Be it resolved that all Committees and Boards be recorded in the 
minutes each year. 1971 

28. Be it resolved that the Association have a Sunday School Teacher 
Training course, and that a committee of three be appointed (two 
ministers and one layman) to be responsible. 1972 

29. Be it resolved that a program committee be responsible for a printed 
schedule of the 1973 program. 1972 

-
30. Be it resolved that the Sunday School Teacher Training Committee be 

continued each year with a committee elected and composed of 
three members, two ministers and one layman. 1973 
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31. Be it resolved that each church plan a Sunday School Workshop or 
study course to be conducted on the local level, thus striving to en
roll each teacher, assistant teacher, Superintendent, Assistant Super
intendt'mt, and all officers of the Sunday School. Furthermore, the 
Pastor and Sunday School Superintendent will assume responsibility 
of making plans for this Workshop. 1973 

32. Be it resolved that a laymen's Retreat be planned with all Pastor's 
and laymen invited to a Friday night and Saturday morning retreat 
for preaching, praying,. teaching, and fellowship; and that a com
mittee of three men be appointed to work out details~ 1973 

----------------
PROGRAM FOR HOLDING CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Cal/ the church to order. 
2. Reading ol minutes ol proceeding meeting. 
3. Is the church at peace? 
4. Inviting visiting brethren. 
5. . Any unfinished business? 
6. Any new business? 
7. Reading of minutes. 
8. Invitation lor members. 
9. Motion to adjourn. 

- -----·----
GOVERNMENT AND RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION 

This association shall be opened by singing and prayer. 
Only one person may speak at a time. All addresses by the members 
shall be made to the moderator, and the person thus speaking shall 
coniine himself to the subject in debate. The speaker should not cast 
a personal reflection toward any member of this body who has spoken 
previously. 

No person should speak more than three times on any one subject 
without the permission of a majority of the Association. 

No delegate should absent himself without p~rmission from the 
moderator. 

No member should speak longer than lif:een (15) minutes at any 
time without permission from the\ moderator. 

Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consider
. ation ol the association except when withdrawn by consent. 

The association shall furnish each church with minutes of their 
proceedings, in proportion to the membership of the church. 

All questions coming before the association shall be determined 
by majority vote, except exclusion of churches which shall require two
thirds (2/3) majority. 

The minutes of the association shall be read before the body just 

-PAGE 10-



! 
' ' _, __ - -----~----

' '' ' ···-- ---. ... __ ._, ·- .~·~-- - ' 
'' ---~ ---~------._ __________________________ ~--~ --~--- --- ,,, ' 

/""- , r 

prior to the close of the association, corrected if 1need be, and signed 
by the moderator and clerk. , 

The body shall have no conceived power to word it over God's 
heritage, or infringe on any of the internal privileges or rights of the 
churches in our union, but shall be considered an advisory .council in 

· all things pertaining to the internal concern of the churches. 
The association is to give the best advice it can on all matters of 

difficulty. If the union should be broken between any of the churches, 
the association shall inquire into the cause of the break and use its 
endeavors to remove the difficulty. If the break cannot be removed 
the association is to withdraw from the church, which they look upon 
as unsound in principles, and disorderly conduct of practice, until they 
be reclaimed. 

The association is not to take a case of any kind, wi!hin the union, 
without the consent of the majority of the churches, and then only to 
give advice. 

PETITIONARY LETTER 
We, the Free Will Baptist Church of Go,d, at send 

this petitionary letter to the ministers and messengers, composing the 
Little Brown Creek Association of Free Will Baptist, wh~n convened with 

Church, asking admittance to your honorable 
. body. We were organized with members, We send this petitionary 
letter by the hands of our beloved brethren, to wit: , 
if received, to sit with you in your deliberations· and to help your 
honorable body. · 

The statistics of our church are as follows: Received by experience 
---.: by resolution ; discontinued by letter ; ·expelled 
----.1 died . Total membership . Contributions 
$ . We have elected Elder to the 
pastoral care of our church for the ensueing year. Number of deacons 
----.: Number of ministers Clerks name and address __ 

Moderator's name 
and address ----------------------------------~· ------ -------

GOVERNMENT & CONSTITUTION OF 
' 

LITTLE BROWN CREEK. ASSOCIATION OF 
' 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 
Be it known that we, the Free WU/ Baptist Church, being in Alcorn, 

Tishomingo, and Prentiss Counties, in Mississippi, do beljeve jn the 
doctrines of the General Atonement, we have been baptized upon 
p~Ofession of faith in Christ, we are desirous of bringing about recip· 
rocal ·union. We propose, therefore, to maintain the order and rule 
of our Association according to the following plan. . 

We believe the churches of Christ are mutually independent, thai 
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congregational forms of government should be invariably preserved, 
yet, we are being convinced of the unity of friendly intercourse and 
pious council on the principal of union advantages and Christian love, 
we hold if a duty of the churches to pay respect to :these principaiS1 with 
regards to the duty of the Association. 
ARTICLE I. The name of the organization shall be called The Little 
Brown Creek Association of Free Will Baptist. 
ARTICLE II. - Membership 

Section 1. Newly organized Free Wiff Baptist churches petition 
the Association for membership, which shalf be granted by a majority 
vote of the Association. 

Section 2. The association shalf be composed of members chosen 
by the different churches of our union, who, on producing fetters from 
their respective churches certifying their appointment, shalf be entitled 
to seats • 
ARTICLE Ill. - Representatives 

Section 1. Each church should have not more than four delegates. 
Section 2. All ordained members of the Association shall be 

standing delegates. Each delegate shall be entitled to cast one vote 
on all business transactions. 
ARTICLE IV - Officers 

Section 1. The officers of this organization shall be a moderator, 
assistant moderator, clerk, and treasurer. 

Section 2. Their duties shall be those usually involving such 
officers, and they shall serve until their successors are elected except 
the assistant moderator. The assistant moderator shall become the 
moderator for the following year. 
ARTICLE V - Boards and Committees 

Section 1. The general officers and one elected member from 
the body will compose an executive board to see to such items that may 
arise during the year. The moderator shall be the chairman of the 
board. 

Section 2. The Home Mission Board shall consist of two (2) 
ministers and three (3) lay members elected from the body. The ministers 
shalf be elected for terms of one (1) and two (2) years. The lay mem
bers shalf be elected for terms of one (1 ), two (2), and three (3) years. 
One minister and one lay member shalf be elected each year when 
the Association is in regular session. It shalf be the duty of this board 
to help in the organization of new churches and to promote the work 
of Free Wiff Baptists in general. An evangelist shall be elected from 
the body to serve with this board. 

Section 3. The following committees shall be appointed at the 
start of each association: Devotional, Finance, Obituary, Resolution, 
and Sunday Schoof. These committees shall serve until dismissed by the 
Association. 
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Section 4. Each board and committee shall make a report to 
the association before the close of the association. 

Section 5. Temporary committees may be appointed by the 
moderator if the body sees need of such committees. 
ARTICLE VI - Meetings. The time and place of meeting of this or
ganization shall be determined at each preceding regular meeting. On 
the occasion of no meeting place being provided at the regular pre
ceding meeting, the matter will fall into the hands of the executive 
board. 
ARTICLE VII - Finances. Each church holding membership in this 
organizatio~ shall be asked to send, if possible, as much as fifteen 
($15.00) to each meeting. Expenditures of money to be by the direction 
of this body. 
ARTICLE VIII - Report of Churches. Each church holding membership 
in this organization shall send a written report to each regular meeting. 
This report is to include such information as indicated by form letter 
provided. 
ARTICLE IX - Quorum. Representatives from five (5) churches shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
ARTICLE X - The Minister 

Section 1. For the purpose of ordaining ministers of the gospel 
and for trying all ordained members for unChristian conduct, there 
shall be a council, which shall convene at a stated time during the asso
ciation, and at a time during the associational year, if called by the 
moderator or his assistant or any five (5) members of said council, who 
deem it necessary to make such a call. This council shall consist of all 
ordained members present who are in good standing. They shall elect 
a moderator and clerk from among themselves who shall hold office 
until their successors are elected. It shall be the duty of this council 
to examine all applications for ordination and if found competent to 
ordain and set them apart for tf,e work of the ministery by the laying on 
of hands. This council will examine minis'ers who wish to come info this 
association from other associations or denominations and will ordain 
those who are sound in faith and prcctice according to Art'cles of Fatlh 
of Free Will Baptists, This council shall have full power to. try all or
dained members for un-Christian conduct, and on testimony, lh?ir 
decisions shall be final. 

Section 2. This association may exclude from its body any minis'er 
who teaches heresey, or any church who follows him in said teaching, 
or who is disloyal to the Faith as held by the association and expressed 
in our Articles of Faith. 

Section 3. This association having watch-care over all the 
churches, within its bounds, shall withdraw fellowship from any church 
which calls a minister for a pastor who has been excluded by the 
Ordaining Council for ·un-Christian conduct or false teachings according 
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to Free Will Baptist Articles of Faith. 
Section 4. It shall be the duty of each member who shall organize 

a church to obtain deacons for the same who have been duly elected 
by the church body. It is his duty, also, to obtain deacons where a 
vacancy occurs within his church or churches. It shall be the duty of 
each pastor to encourage the organization and support of a Sunday 
School in the church or churches where he is pastor, as with other 
organizations which may have proved helpful to the work of the 
church. 

DOCTRINE 
THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given 
by inspiration of God, and our infallible rule of faith and practice. 
(II Peter 1:18-21; II Timothy 3:16, 17.) 
GOD. There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as the 
Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of the universe; and in 
Scriptures as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; yet as one God, infinitely 
wise and good, whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love 
adore and obey. (Deut. 6:4; I Cor. 8:4; JH. 10:1 0; John 4:24; Eph. 4:6) 
CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly 
God, in His human nature truly man. The mediator betwee~ God and 
man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified, and IS our ever 
present Saviour and Lord. (I Tim. 3: 16; John 1:1 ,2; Matt 1 :23; Rom. 3:25, 
26; Matt. 26:28; Matt. 28:5,6) 
THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the 
attributes of God. (I John 16: 13; John 16:8; II Peter 1:21) 
THE GOVERNMENT 'OF GOD. God exercises a wise and benevolent 
providence over all beings and all things by maintaining the constitution 
and laws of nature. He also performs special acts, not otherwise pro
vided for as the high west welfare of men requires. (Acts 17:28; Matt. 
10:30; Job 14:5; lsa. 9:6) 
THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created innocent, but by dis
obedience fell into a state of condemnation. His posterity, therefore. 
inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come to year: 
of accountability, sin and become guilty before God. (John 3:3; Rom. 
3:23; /sa. 64:6) · 
THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His incarnation, life, suf£er 
ings, death, and resurrection, effected for all redemption from sin that 
is full and free, and. is the ground of salvation by fait'tr. (Heb. 2:9; Rom. 
5: 18; Rom. 8:1; Rom. 4:25.) 
THE TERMS '0~ SALVATION. The conditions of salvation are: (a) 
Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin. and hearty renunciation of it. (b) 
Fai'h or the unreserved committal of one's self to Christ as Saviour and 
Lord with purpose to love and obey Him in aU things. In the exercise 
of saving faith, the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the 
dominion of sin, and becomes a child of God. (c) Continuance in faith 
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and obedience until death. (Acts 17:20; Luke 13:3; Acts 16:31; Eph. 
2:8,9; Rev. 2:10) 
ELECTION. God determined from the beginning to save all who should 
comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence, by faith in Christ, men 
become his elect. (Rom. 8:28-30; Rom. 10:9,10; I Peter 1 :2) 
FREEDOM OF WILL. The human will is free and self controlled, having 
power ,to yield to the influence of the truth and the Spirit, or to resist 
them and perish. (Rev. 22:17; II Chro. 7:14; Rev. 3:20.) 
SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the Holy Spirit 
strives with. all, and whosoever will may come and take of the water 
of life freely. (Mark 16: 15; I sa. 55:1; Gal. 2:20) 
PERSERV ANCE. All believers in Christ, who through grace perserve 
in holiness to the end of life, have promise of eternal salvation. (II Peter 
7:70; Heb. 6:4-6; Rev. 2:10) 
GOSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptism, or the immersion of believers in 
water, and Lord's Supper, are ordinances to be perpetuated under the 
Gospel. Feet Washing, an ordinance, teaching humility of universal 
obligation, and to be ministered to all true believers. (Matt. 28: 79,20; 
Col. 2: 12; Rom. 6:4; I Cor. 11 :23-29; John 13:4-14) 
TITHING. God commanded tithes and offerings in the Old Testament; 
Jesus Christ endorsed it in the Gospel (Matthew 23:23), and the Apostle 
Paul said, "Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered him." (I Cor. 16:2; Gen. 14:20; 
Mal. 3:8-10) 
THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. The divine Jay, requ:res that one day in 
seven be set apart from secular employmenls and amusements for rest, 
worship, holy works and activities, and for personal communion with 
God. (Gen. 2:3; Ex. 20:8-17; Luke 24: 1-6) 
RESURRECTION, JUDGEMENT, AND FINAL RETRIBUTION. The Scrip
tures teach the resurrection of all men at the last day. They tha't have 
done good will come forth to the resurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil unto the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked will "go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal /ife. 11 (I Cor. 
15:1-58; Ac,ts 17:31; Heb. 9:27; II Cor. 5:10; Matt. 25:46) 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Jesus Christ, and adopted 
the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give our
selves to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant. 

We promise by his grace to love and obey Him in all things, to 
avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and 
unholy conformity to the worlcl, from all sanction of the use and sale of 
intoxicating beverages, and to provide things honest in the sight of all 
men. 
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We agree faithfully to discharge our obliga.tions in reference to 
study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions, and social work
ship, and by self-denial, ·faith, and good works endeavor to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves togeJher for church 
conferences, public worship, and the observa'nce of the ordinances of the 
gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the 
church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meek
ness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the 
unity of the Spirit" in the bonds of peace, to be careful of one another's 
hdppiness and reputation, and strengthen the weak, encourage the aff
licted, admonish the erring,. and as far as we are able, promote the 
success of the. church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Christian 
obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in 
life to extend the influence of Christ in society; constantly praying and 
foiling ·that the Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done· on 
earth as it is in Heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and 
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sun
day Schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvci1ion of the world. 
And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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