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~ OFFICIAL MINUTE

~ Of the Association.

o _The fortieth annual seseien of_trlle-Little’Mise%ﬂ
~River Free Will Baptist Association convened with’

- Pleasant Grove church No.1, Pl]\@ county, Arkansae
o _* Saturday, September 2, 1916.

The house was ealled to order by Eld.E.J. O’neal
‘and went into electlon of a moderator and clerk,
which resulted in the choice of Eld.E.J.O'neal ae
| Modelator and Curtis Coffman as Clerk.

By motwn and second the 1ulee of ord er were read
. by the clerk. | |

| | Correspondlng 1ettere were ealled f01 and preeen;
"~ ted from the followmg churches, Wlth Delegates

as follows.

Pleasant Grove No.2. -—-G‘r W. La,wleee C.L. Welch
and W.D.H.Duggan.

Union Grove — W.I. Calhoun and (.‘I M 000per

Rock Springs No.1.-—W.R.Porter. -
Bissell’s Cha,pel—-—T d. Ayler H H. Barton and

~E.A Pate.

Rock Springs No.2. —-—-J A. Burgess and J. R Burg
ess.

Mt.J oy———L S. Rodgere, J. H Tedder and W M.

o _'Rodgers

_- Pleasant Grove No.1. ——-Rose Sharp, Ollie Gnee
and VV J. bmlth | | -



4 THE LITTLE MIthUR[ RIV]* R

. irecewed and the right hand of fellowslup was ex-
~ tended to the delé gation. |
"By motion and second the association received .
- Eld.W.P.White, as a corresponding messinger from
 the Saline Assoclation, and the right hand of fel OW-
| slup was extended unto him. |
 Eld.W.P.White was elected to prea,ch the Intro

o \duotory Sermon at 11 A.M., The text was Luke 22: ‘)9
o MOthIl to adjoum unt11 20 clock

SATURDAY AFTERNODN SESSIDN

Met at 2 PM Quorum preaent Prayel by J. H
Oaf‘fman

The Modela,tor then plouaeded to appomt the
- following committees.

- Divine Servwes -——W,V M. Rodgers J.R. Bulgess and o
ROSS Sharp. -

- Tempemnce -——J H Coﬂman J.A. Balton and
- W.P.White.

- Sabbath Sehool —& W. Lawless \V D.H. Duggan :
and W.J.Smith.

. Finance—0 L Welch, J.H.Tedder and L, A Pate.

" Resolutions Nos., 2. 3, and 4, dls(,ussed and adopt |
ed (See ]E‘SOlutIODS)

Motlon e adjoum untd Yo clouk Monddy A M.

MDNDAY FORENOON SESSION

B Persuant to d,d;]ournment the Assocmtlon met at
Y o'clock. Roll called, quorum present. Pldy er by
~ Bro. H C. Malsh By motion and betond the tune of

By IIIC)thIl and second the lettﬂlﬁ were 1ead and .
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- the time of the Association was changed from Fri-
~day night before the first Sunday in September to

‘Thursday night before the fourth Sunday in J 1111;r

- By motion and second the Association revoked
:the Credentrale of J.M. K1111an The clerk was or- |
'- deled to notlfy the County clerk of same.

The body went into election of a Representatwev o

* to the State Association, which resulted in the @ -
choice of J H.Coffman as Delegate and E.J. O’N eal

alterna‘e. . -

By motion and second the clerk Was e,ppomted as .

_ treasuer of the Association. |

| Motion to adjourn until 2 o'clock.

- MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.

~ Met at 2. P.M. Quorum present. Prayer by J. A

Barton called for Reports of Committees. The Re-
ports were read and received; and the Committees
. were discharged. (See Report of Committees.)

‘Moved and seconded that we have Curtis Coffman
to print our Minutes; by motion and :se_co,nd the .
minutes read and received. |
. By motion and second the Association tendered
its .thanks to the people of Pleasant Grove and

~ vacinity for their kindness shown, durmg i etey o

among them.
- After which Eld. W.P. White made a t:dk the .
~ Association adjourned. The Ordaining Councﬂ then -
‘proceeded to the bxammatlon and Ordmatron of
Curtis Coffman. D
K14, ]] J. O’neal "‘{Iodelator
- Curtls Coffman, Clerk and Treasurer
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REPOR OF COMMITTEES.

Temperance.

VVe your Oommlttee on T empelcmce, beg leave |

‘to submit the following report; Temperance is one

of the Seven Graces that Paul said for us to add te
our KFaith,andif wearefailing todothis,we are leaving

 outone of these graces. Intemperance isa curse; let

-us condemn strong drink in all its torms, and let us

do all we can to keep it from our land;let usall pray
God to give usstrength to stay this great evil that
is damning some of our old and young and some of
our preaehels and wrecking so many homes.

- J.H.Coffman, Chairman.
Sabbath Schools

~ We, your Committee on Sabba,th Seheol be&, 1eme
to submit the following report: Wae find only a few
of our churches have Sabbath Schools;we insist that
all of our churches make an effort to organize and .
‘maintain a Sabbath S¢ hool and to uee our denomma-'
- tion’s hteldtme |

G.W. Lawles:a, Chaumdn
- Divine Service: |
The Commitfee on Divine Service, reported for the |
brethern to preach as follows. |
J:A. Barton and J.H.Coffman, Saturda,y nlght *
E.J.Oneal and W.P.White, Sundaj;r at 11 o’ clock
- W.P.White and K.J. O’Neal Sunday night.
B.D.Coffman and J.H.Coffman, Monday at 11.
W, P \Vhlte Monday night.
"W.M. Rodgers Chzurmzm
- Finance: - |
We your Committee on Finaace report as followe

For our Association Minutes, ... I $15.00
For State Assn., Minutes, ... R . B Y0
- For bmte Asen Delegate, e SR 1 B 0 L

D A. Pate 0‘1'111'1]1311
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Resolntxons

Resolutlon Number 2:

" Resolved that this Association chancfe the time of

- meeting; and send Delegates to the Saline Associa-
tion. With the understanding that the Salme Aeso

clatlon will represant witi us. . |

- - Resolution Number 3: | |
Resolved that we send a Delegate to the btate :
Agsociation. | |
Resolution Number 6 ¢

Resolved that Pleasant Grove No. 2. have the |

- next Association; beginning Thursday night before

- the 4th, bunday in July, 1917.

For State Association Representatwe

. CGW. Idwless ........ e e 9100~
- J.H.Coffman ... v 1,000
C W.J.Smith.. Y. eerrcemrenesinen. 1200
. "T.J.Coffman... NSRRI W 01§
Curtis Coffman ... 1.00
CMJSmith 1.00
W.M.Rodgers ....eom. 1.00
H.C.Marsh ...... S S .50
TN Ayler e .50
John Hale ... e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeen .50
~ W.H.Lawles§ .. e D0
. .Henry Tedder . .50
- (O L.Welch ... S SURRIERNN 1 S
"H.H.Barton ... e DO
L.S.Rodgers ... eerrrree .50
E.A.Pate.....re. e . .25
RoossﬂShar RS ' 1
Mrs. W.J. Smlth ................................... .25
~ D.D.Coffman.....oi. .25

- Mrs.Nichols....... S— S .10
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ORDAINED MIMSTE&S

) J H Coffman ............. e gt ssnes s L .;mgley, Ark
KE.J.O’Neal ... SRR B 1:3 1) 20

: C.D.FOX st et KATDY,

’ J.A.Barton .....o.....Newhope, .7
“"R.Porter ... Faney hill, 77 .
~ J.H.Busby RUTRRSORTUNNNG U7-1 o7: 1 Vo) RN
T Curtis Coffman ... N oW hope, - o,

JT.O'Neal it st Muse Okla.

| Llcentlates..- T
B D Ooﬁman et oo — G}1-‘f:111(f_[j_’i(3ld1 Al'k-,

Ordamed Deacons.
J H Ohandler eeeemasammemmeeeaees e onseenen anenees ;_-*.‘-.fﬁ,_..(}randﬁeld Alk
J.C.Chandler .......... Burg.
J Whisenhunt _. o e w7 Langley, /'t
- J.H.Lawlesg ...._.,;...'._. ................ . ._.‘..'..._._...'..-..._...;..._...-..-.‘.,; ______ L
THLC.MAr8h s St e o
G W.Reid o ot Dalisy,
JH.Tedder. ...t ........ o N L
T.J.Stracener i .N oW hope "
W.C.Bell ... ereereneanns e tena e e apnes ......... ‘ ”
RIShATD i _”,-- P
RDyer ________ ' t_ ,,,,, E— ' . 0 n » o
~ Note—The above hst is not com;:l te' uu s as
near complete as 1 could get it W,.Lthuut SULIG 101 ~
SRR .-_'—-—Cler]x_




| CONSTITUTION.

From a long series of experlence We the members

~ of the Freewill Baptist Church of Christ, being reJu-

larly baptized upon the profess1on of our faith in Jesus

~ Christ, and convinced of the necess1ty of a combination
of churches to perpetuate a union and communjon be-
tween- us and preserve and maintain a correspondence -
hetween each other, do .therefore propose to keep orderz -
~and rules of our Assomatmn accordmg to the followmg_

nlan of government:

Article 1. The Association shall be composed of |
" members chosen by the different churches in our umon |

not exceeding three delegates from each church, and

‘who, upon producing letters, shall be entitled to seats.
Art. 2. Letters from the different churches are to

- express their number in fellowship; the number received

- by-experience, letter or recommendatlon the number dis-
" missed, excluded, restored and that have died s1nce ‘the

| :_ last Assoc1at1on

"Art. 3. The members thus chosen and convened to.

ke denominated “The Little Missouri River Freewill Bap-
 tist ‘Association,” being composed of sundry churches in
the State of Arkarisas. The Association to have no power
A-to lord it over God’s heritage, nor to have any ecclesias-

tical power over the churches; reserving the right of

" 'withdrawing from any church acting disorderly. |
Art. 4. The Association to have a Moderator and

. Cle 'k who are to be chosen by the suffrage of the mem- o

bers present.

- Art. 5. Newly constltuted chulches may ke u&mlt- -

| _-Led into the Association on’ petition by letter and dele-
gases, and if, on erominoyion, they arc found to be ortho-
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----- ~dox-and orderly, they may be 1ecened into the Associa-.
tmn tiie Moderator g‘lVIP‘T the right hand of fellowsh1p o
- Art. 6. No question from. any church shall come

| under the consideration of the Assoc1at1on unless it has
- been discussed in its own church. |

~Art. 7. Every motion made and seconded shall come

*under the consideration of the Association, except it be o

. withdrawn by the me*nbﬂr who made it. |
R Art. 8 The Assocmtmn is to endeavor to furmsh

~ the churches with the minutes of the Association in pro-

portion to the number of members in each church, the

distribution belng made at the d1sc1et10n of the Assoc1a.-

- tion,

Art. 9. It shall be the. duty of the Clerk to keep_ |

f regular file of the minutes of the Association. .

Art. 10." The minutes of the Association shall be'

- read and corrected, if needed, and swned by the Moder- _-
| ator and Clerk before clos1ng - |

. Art, 11. Amendmo*’ ts to this form of government
- may be made at any t ‘me when a- maJonty of the mem-

B bers ‘may deem 1t necessazy- |

RULES OF ORDER.

).

1. At every sitting the business shall be Opened h
- and closed with prayer by the Mode1 ator, or whomsoever
. he may request. "

| ‘2. ‘Any ministers of the gospel of the F1 eewill Bap-
- tist Church are to be invited to seats at the Annual As-
__soc1at10n and allowed to vote or discuss any subject.

3. Those who speak shall rise and address the Mod- ;
. elator Personal reflections shall be av01ded in all de-
~ bates. | - | |

4, No motlon shall be dlscussed w1thout ﬁrst belng )
seconded | | ' R

5. When a motion has been made and- seconded andh |
. a member prOposes a dlscussmn the M oderator shall put -
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,. ,the questmn ‘Snall tnm qncstzons 'be cnscussed f” Rt

negatived, the ‘question shall be dismissed. -
> 6, If any proposition or motion, under debate, con-

'Itams two or more points, it shall be divided at the h o

quest of any member, and the vote taken separately.

7. Motions madc and lost shall not be recor ded G
" the minutes unless so oH dmcd bv ﬂze pnrty_ making the
motlon | S | -
- © 8. No one bhnu spenk mme th‘m twn,e on any st
. Jeet without speecial jecave of the Moderatm | :
| 9. All questions shail be dec;{ded by a mmouty o
the members present. . =

-10. No membel shali be absent withom leave o:f t.l_.:.e oo

Moderator, nnd 1 50, his’ name s}wall'be left off of-_tlm
minutes. | | .

| "11. No membu shall lea Ve thls body whlle in ses-
sion, without leave of the Moderator.

12. Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected if

necessary, before the rlsmg of the Association.

'18. In future sessions of the Associations ar ange-'

ments shall be made so as to insure two or more Sermons

each day, or other equlvalent devotlonal exerclses durmg

the day.

~ sociation.

regular sesswn

' ARTICLES OF FAITH.

3 p

" 1. -We believe in one true and Iivingr Go'd the Father,

| Son and Holy Ghost, and these three are equal 1n Dwme }

-essence, power and glory.

2. We believe- that the ocr11)t111es of the Old and -

T\Tew Testaments is the word of God and the only 1*1fa11-

ble rule of faith and practice. o

| 3. We Lelieve that God created man good and gave
him holy commandments Whereby he should live holy,

_. 14. The rules of order shall be d1st1nctly read from
- the chair 1mmedlately after the organlzatlon of the As-

15. Alteratlon may be made in these rules at any
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but ‘man voluntarﬂy d1sobeyed the commmndrrmts of |
- God;#transgressed the law and fell under the jus$ con-

‘demnation of the same, whereby all mankind are sinners.
" not by constraint, but by choice, being partakers of the
sinful nature attained by the fall, and that man is unable -
to save himself with his own power, but we see Jesus for

" the suffering .of death. crowned with’ glory that IHe, by

- -_the grace of God tasted death for. every man.

4. We beheve that Christ, by hlS ‘death, suf‘feﬂng |
“and resurrection, purchased our pardon and offers it

"--.'freely to . all mankind upon the principles of repeatance
toward God and faith in-the Lord Jesus Christ. He now _

commands all men, everywhere, to repent; therefore, He
sayeth: “Look unto me and be saved all the ends of
the earth for I am God. and there is none else.” |

| We beheve that adult persons must be regen-
ey uted and born of the Splrlt of God if they 1nhe11t eter- .
- nal life.

6. We beheve l,hat 1nfants _and 1d10ts are saved u}..oﬁ -

. _the merits of the Son of God.

’Z~. We believe that all Chrlstians should persevere
in grace and be faithful to, the end, if they inherit ete~ -
nal life, for blessed are they that do his commandments

- _that they may have a right to the tree o1 hfe and entm
. in thlouo*h the gates of the city..

. 8. We believe that baptlsm by 1mmers10n is the
*apostohc mode, even the burial of the believer in Wate
and that Christ, who is our life, showed this humble ex-
L.,mple to his children and b1d us walk therem

0. We believe that God in H1s goodness dis ﬂlays hls .
power of grace in a great degree in calling and qualk fying
I1is servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by
the instruction of His blessed Word, to go forth ond
1roch1m hfe and salvation without price. He bids us

 {reely to come, and nothing prevents the salvation of any

| but tl%elr own stubborn rebellion and s1nful 1efusa] te
CoIC. | |

- -
LT
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| e believe that bantism "and the Lord’ suppe |
~and the washing of one another’s feet, and the keeping |
of the Lord’s day holy, and abstaining from worldly lusts
and carnal cares, and to assemble ourselves together as
 an ornament which prepares.and beautifies the soldiers
~ of the Cross to march onward in the army of the Lord.

We believe tha+ none have a rlght to bap‘tlsm |
- only those who have obtained a living hope in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and none have a right to administer the
same 0111y those who have been called of God and have.
‘come under the Lands of the Presbytery of Elders, and

“each church ought to have a pastor deacon and clerk

chosen by the church and continued in office during the
good pleasure of the same; and in dealing with disordex! y
members, reference ehould be had to the 18th chapter of
Matihew and other Seriptures relative to dealing with
d.sorderly members. In all cases a majority shall rule,
__except in receiving members which shall be unanimt)iis.
i
12 Vve beheve it is the duty of each church to as-
._semble together once.in a month, and that it is the duty
~ of.ithe pastor of the church, when settmg forth the Lord S
supper and the waehmg of one anothers feet, to 1nv1te
'all Chuetlans | S
-13. -We believe in the 1esur1ect10n of the dead bath
th(. Just and the unjust; The resurreétion of the just to
| glorv and immortality in the presence. of God; the unJuat
N to-ev m]'uhnﬁ shame 'md anhment ﬁ om. God o
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| THE LA'WOF‘ THE SUPPEI_{; o

| The Lord’s Supper was mst1tuted for God’s peOp]e
| They have all equal rights.to the supper, and that right

is a birthright. For by one splnt are we all baptized
‘into one body (Cor 12:13). This is not water baptisn,
but spiritual baptism. Again, Christ says: “I am the
- door; by me if any man enter in he shall be saved.” (John

~ 10:9,) He that entereth not by the door into the sheep-

fold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief
and a robber. (John 10:1.) Christ is not water baptism,
~and yet he is the door. There is bt one door, and Christ

says he is that door, and he that cometh in at that door
- should have full fellowshlp and equal rights with ¢l other

| -\Chnstlans Let a man examine himself, and so let him
~ eat of that bread and drink of that cup, for he that eateth

 and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation
—not to the church, but to himself. It1i is a personal mat-

- ter in judging and eating.

" The church that does judge and exclude any of God’
'_people is not acting in keeping with the instructions given

to the church at Corinth. To thus judge and exclude one

of the children of God is to offend the child-so judged and

exchided. Now, listen to'Christ: “He that cifends one
of these little ones that believe in me, it were hetter for
‘him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and that
he were drowned in the depths of the sea. (Matt. 18:6;

"~ 1.Cor. 10:80, 31, 32.) It is.contended that they of the

~ same faith and order should be entitled to par take of the
Lord’s Supper. I admit that true faith is the r-cans by
which men become Christians. If this is wnat is 1..eant

by-the same faith, T will not objeet.. As to order, if noth- -

ing but gospel order is meant, very well: but I do not

g
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,mink tha’c one child of God should dedicate Just What‘-_- N

“another should believe or what church he should belong
to in order that he may be in the right church, for the

‘¢nuzcn is but an organic body of Christians,-and simply -

rlacing your name on the roll beok of the best church on
“earth does not make you a Christian, neither W111 a like
process in the worsc church make a sinner.

The Eunruch believed and was baptlzed What;.'_ o

church did he join? Here is faith and here is order. No,
he is not of the same faith and order! Yet he is admlt- |
ted to heaven; but nay! He could not be admitted to a

sectarian table' At the Lord’s table all his people have

a pelfect right, be he whom he may and when the sup-
per is set and all of God’s people are not invited it is not-
‘the Lord’s supper, but a Sectarian supper. So, we being
many, are one body in Christ, and every member one of
“another. (Rom. 12:5.) And the way we become one
body is by being baptlzed into - that body, and 01: courﬂe
this is by spultual baptism.

 He that gets in by water baptlsm and not bv vay
of a spiritual baptism, the same is a thief and rohber,

~and when anyone gets into that body in a legal way, ht, -

has a legal right to all the benefits and privileges of that
body; for we, being many, are one bread and one body,
 for we are all partakers of ‘one bread. (1 Cor. 10:17.)
‘By partaking we exhibit a oneness of that body.  Who is
“meant by we? It certainly means all Christians of all
. ages; when you come together, tarry one for another; be
* of one mind, but let the word of God control the rmnd |
- If it ever had been intended by the Savior that the Sup-

- per should be guarded as some attempt to guard it, Cod -

would have endowed the Judges with wisdom to-discern

| the pure from the impure. But the ‘standpoint from
" which they judge is water baptism, and a legal admin-

istration of the same; so if baptized by immersion and a
legal administration this settles the matter and Christian -
character is left entirely out, by which some make a woe-
ful mistake, for after all this precaution some have been
" found unworthy of the least-of the privileges®of any
c¢hurch. ®*"To admit immersion to he the only mode of
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T -baptlsm and a true behever receiving 1t 15- this not, all -

right? Some would answer, if by a legal admmlstra-_
~ tion. This is all that is wanting. Is not this a purely
personal matter? - If so, he has been as truly baptized as .
anyone. . It is the duty of the pleacher to baptize and
~ the applicant to be baptized. When this is done each has
performed a personal duty. If I had never been bap-
‘tized and had to wait till I found one whom I knew to
“be a legal administrator, I would never be baptlzed at all,

~as I cannot know the heart of man. Two acting in concert,

one acting in good faith and the other not, the one is
. blessed and the other not. LEvery Chri*stian' 1s strictly
‘responsible for his own acts and not for another’s. Simon,
“the sorcerer, believed and was baptized, and that by a
legal administrator, and yet it was. discovered . that he
~was not a Christian, so we see that baptism, by a legal
‘sdministration, - does not confer any claim upon him to
any Christian rights,-as this case proves it to be a per-
sonal matter, as we clearly see that the apostle did his
duty and Slmon did not, or vice versa. The apostle, in-
" spired as he was, did not discern the evﬂ of Simon’s hezut |
“neither can be know the heart of man. When we do our

duty, it is ours; when an applicant, it is his. So we find -

-~ that faith, 1epentance baptlbm and the Chrisi’an’s duties

- are all personal and only accountable unto Ged, and not

unto man. Various are the opinions of men, and the way
“we account for them is in the capamty of men; and if we
“use the capacity that God has given us, I do not think
“that we should be eternally condemned for what we can-
not help. The church of Christ is divided into many
members, but it is one spiritual body, and Chirist is the
head, and they should have the same care one for the
. other as the natural body has for its members, although
they do not perform the same office, yet they snould all

subserve the same interest of the body. |

Should . Christians all eommune together at the

- Lord’s table? 1 answer, what the Lord has joined to-
gether let no man put asunder. We have somcthing more

than forty-seven States in the Union; they are all equal,
: frce and mdenendent States, ﬂnd vet ‘r‘fmv ava.one, united,

b

- | ~
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and have one great central pomt at Whluh to mec,t a.nd
‘testify that they are free and independent States, and

vet but one nation. All Christians should have one cen-

- tral point at which to meet and let the world know they
are one. Let that be at the Lord’s table. Christians feei

“alike, if they do not look alike. They can preach' to-

" gether, sing together and love together, and should they
not commune' together? Thﬂn a umon and a free com-
‘munion is forced upon us. f |
Christ said at the last supper - that he would dunk f

"~ no *more of the fruit of the vine with us till He drank it

~anew in His Kingdom. Then all Christians, of all ages,
‘will sit around one communion table in Heaven. As we
find ourselves assembled thus around one Lord’s table 1n"
 Heaven, s0 should it be on earth "
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