
< 

< 

I , 
/ 

I 
-I , 

• 

I 
' 

' 
0 

' 

MINUTES 
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- < OF THE 

fORTIETH ANNUAl SESSION --
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liTTLE MISSOURI RIVER ASSOCIA liON 
OF 

fREEWill BAPTISTS . 
• 

HELD WITH 

PLEASANT GROVE CHURCH NO.i, 

PIKE COUNTY,A.RKANSAS. 

SEPTEMBER 1 4 1916. 
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E.J.O'NEAL, Moderator · 
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OffiCIAL MINUTE 
• . 

Of the Association. · 
• 

The fortieth annual ft>Esion of the Little Missouri •. . 

.River Free Will Baptist Association convened with 
Pleasant Grove church No.1, Pike county,Arkaneas 
Saturday, EeptEmber 2, 1916. · 

The house was called to order by Eld.E.J;O'neal, . . 

and went into election of a moderator and clerk, 
. . 

whichresulted in the choice of Eld.E.J.O'neal as 
Moderator, and Curtis Coffman as Clerk. 

• By motion and second the rules-of order wereread 
. by the clerk. · · 

' 

_Corresponding letters were called f01·, and presen-
ted from the following churches, with Delegates 
as follows. 

,/. 

Pleasant Grove No.2. G.W.La1vless, C.L.Welch 
and W .D. H. Duggan. . . . 

-Union Grove-W.E.Calhoun_and G.M.Cooper .. 
Rock SpJ:ings No.1.--W.R.-Porter. _ 
Bissell's_.Chapel-T.J.Ayler, H.H.Barton and _ 

··E.A Pate. -
Rock Springs No.2. J.A.Burgess and J.R.Burg-

• 

ess. · 
Mt.Joy L.S.Rodgers, J.H.Tedder arid W.M .. -

. ·,Rodgers. 
Pleasant Grove No.1. Ross .Elharp, Ollie Grice 

and W.J.Smith. 
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·4 THE Lfl'TLE.MII"iSOURI RIVER 

By motion and second the letters were read and . 
received, and the right ~land of fellowship .was ex
tended to the delegation .. 

·By inotion and second the association received 
Eld.W.P. White, as a corresponding messinger fr~m 
.the Saline Association, and the right hand of.fellow" 
ship was extended unto him. . 

Eld. W.P. White was elected to preach the Intra· 
- . 

ductory Serm)n at 11 A.M., The text was Luke 22:29 
. . 

Motion to aijourn until 2 o'clock .. 

• 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
• • • 

Met at 2: P.M. Quorum present. Prayer by J.H. 
Oaffman. 
' . . 

The Moderator .then proceeded to appoint the 
. . ' . . 

· following commtttees. 
Dlvine Services: 1V.M.Rodgers, .T.R.Burgess and 

Ross Sharp. · · 
-Temperance.-J.H.Ooffman, J.A.Barton and · 

W.P.White~ . . . . . -

Sabbath School. G.1V. La~vless, \V.D. H. Duggan 
and \V:J.Smith. . ' . . 

.b~inance. . 0 L. Welch, .T. H. Tedder and Jij, A Pate. 

• 

. Hesolutions ~os., 2. 3. and 4, discussed and adopt-. 
ed. (See resolutions,) · 

Motion tJ adJourn until H o'clock Monday A.M. 

• • 

MONDAY FORENOON SESSION. -
' . , . . 

Persi1ant to adjournment, the Association met at 
• 

U o:clock. Roll called, quortim present. Prayer by 
Bro. H. O.Marsh. Bv motion and second tire time 6£ • 
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. the time. of the Association was changed from Fri
day night before the first Sunday in September, to 

·Thursday night before the fourth Sunday in July .. 
By motion and second the Association revoked . 

' ' 

·the Credentials of J.M.Killian .. The clerk was or-, . . ' - . 
dered to notify the Gounty clerk of same. 

· The body went into eleetion of a Representative-

. 1 

. to the State Association, which resulted in the -
choice of J.H.Coffman as Delegate, and E.J.O'Neal 
alterna';e. 

By motion and second the-clerk was appointed as 
treasuer of the Association. . 

Motion to adjourn until 2 o'clock. 
. . 

--MONDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 
_ Met at 2. P.M. Quorum present. Prayer by J.A. 

Barton; called for Reports of Committees. The Re-
. ports were_read_and received; and the Committees 

. were discharged. (See Report of Committees.) 
Moved and seconded that we have Curtis Coffman 

to print our Minutes; by motion and second the. 
minutes read and received . 

• By motion and second the Association tendered ·' · 
its . thanks to the people of Pleasant Grove and -· 
vacinity for their kindness shown during_ i~s shy 
among them. 

After which Eld.\V.P. White made a hlk; the 
' . 

Association adjourned .. The Ordaining Council then 
proceeded to the Examination and Ordination of . 

. I 
Curtis Coffman. -

. , · Eld.E.J.O'neal,Nloderator. · 
. ' . 

Curtis Coffman, Clerk and Treasurer. 
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• • 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES. 

, Temperance. . 
. . 

\Ve, your Committee on Temperance, beg leave 
to submit the following report; Temperance is one 
of the Seven Graces that Paul said for us to add to 
our Faith,andifwearefailing todothis,we are leaving 
otit one of the::;e graces. Intemperance is a curse; let 

·us condemn strong drink in allits forms, and let us 
do all we can to keep it from our land;let us all pray 
God· to give us strength to stay this great evil that· .· 
is damning some of .our old and young and some of 
ourpreachers; and wrecking so many homes. 

.. .T;H. Coffman, Chairman. 
· Sabbath School:· . 

We, your Committee on Sabbath School, beg leave 
to submit the following report: \V cl find only a few 
of our churches have ~abbath Schools;we insist that 
all of our churches make an effort to organize and . 

. maintain a Sabbath S<.~h-')ol; and tD use our denomtna-
tion's literature.· ' · . . · 

G.\V.Lawless, Chairman. 
· Divine Service: 

The Committee on Divine Service, reported for tlie 
brethern to preat.:h as followo. 

.T:A.Bartan aad .T.H.CJftman, Saturday _night. · 
. JLLO'nea.l and \V,P. White, Sunday at 11 o'clock 
. ,V.P. White and E.J.O'NealSunday night. 
I{ D. Coffman a1id .J.H.Coffman, Monday at 11. 
w:P.\Vhite Monday night. 

· W.M.Rodgers, Chairman . 
Finance: · 

' 

We your Committee on Finance report as follows. 
For our Association Minutes, ..................... _ .............. $15.00 
For State Assn., Minutes, · ................ : ............................ $ 1.05 

.. For State Assn.,: Delegate; : .... ." ..... : ...................... : ....... :.$11.10 
·E. A .Pate,Ohnirmnn. 
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Resolutions.· . 

Resolution Number 2 : 
Resolved that this Associationcharige the time of 

· · meeting; and send Delegates to tlte Saline Associa
tion. ~With the understanding that the Saline Asso. 
ciation will repro.3ant wi.t.J. us. · -

· · Resolution Number 3 : 
. Resolved that we send a Delegate to the- State · 

•, . . 

• 
• 

Association. 
Resolution Number 6 : 

Resolved that Pleasant Grove No. 2. have the 
next Association; beginning Thursday night before 
tile 4th, Sunday in July, 1917. 

For State Association Representative: 
• 

H.vV.Lawless ............................................ $1.00 
J.H.Coffman ................. .-.......................... 1.00 
' 'J Q ' -~- .. . . . N . . onnth.................................................. 1.00 · 
'l'.J. Coffman ....................................... .' ...... : 1.00 - Curtis: Coffman ............................... ,..... 1 ~00 

. M. J. Smith .................. :........... .................... 1. 00 

• 
W. M. Rodgers ...................... ··-~·-···~········ 1. 00 
H. C.Marsh ............ : ......... :·:··············-··-··-· ..... . .50 
T . .T.Ay ler --···--·-·--·····-········-·-··· .50 . 
.T ohn Hale ···········'······································ · .50 ' 

W. H. Lawless ....................... _................. .50 
. . Henry Tedder· ........................ -.:... .50 

_e. L. Welch .................. , .............. ~ ................ · · . 5 (} · 

f 

· H. H. Barton............................................... · .50. ,. 
L.S. Rodgers .......... ; .................................... · .50· 
E.A.Pctte ....................................... ~ ............... -.. . 25 
RoossJ;Sharp ..... - .............. _................ . 2 5 
Mrs.\V.J.Smith ................................... .25 
D.D. Coffman............................................ . 25 

• 

Mrs. Nichols ............................ .' ....... ~......... .1 0 
• 

. ' 
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8 . THE LI'l"fLE MISSOURI RIVER · 

... 

• · · ··.· .: . · ORDAINED MINISTERS . . .. .. . . . 
• • 

. . . . . . "' . . ..... . . . -. . 

' .. 
' J.H. Coffman ................ ~, .................. , ................... Langley, Ark., 

EJO'N 1 · •·· · · D .. _, . . ea ·····················:······-··············.-······ ...................... a1sy, 
C;D.:H'ox .................. ~ .. , ......................... ~ ................. : ........ ·Kirby, '' 
J.A.Barton ........................................................ New hop~,. , " 

.. . . . ... ·. . . .· . . .· j. . ·n " .. R.Porter .............................................................. Fancy In , .· . 
. . J.H.Busby ............ :, ................................ , ............... Lebanon, .. "· . 
.. ··a· t· c·ff · · · · ·N 1 " . ur 1s o man ............................. ;................. ew 10pe, · . · 

J.T.O'Neal ......... : .. : ....................................................... Muse Okla., 
. . . . . Licentiate~.. · 

····RD. Coffman ................................................... Grandfield, Ark. . 

Ordained Deacons • 
• . J.H.Chandler ................................................ GrandfiE>ld, Ark. 
. ... J.C.Chandler ..................... ; ............................................... Hurbr:·. :_: 

. . ~ ' 

· J.Whisenhunt -····· .. . ..... · ...... ·· Lan·gley, P' 
J.H.Lawless ........ : ..................... ~·-·---'--··-·-···--···. . " " . 
H.C.Marsli~.:.. .. : .................... ~----~-~---··················-······· "· "· . . . 

G W R 'd · · · D . . '' . . e1 ................................ :·····----··-·-··,·-····--· · . a1sy, . 
J.H~'l'eddef ...... :-........ ; .. -................. .-........ -................. ~---·--·~---··· '' '' · 
'T J Strac ner· · .· · . · · · · ·.11.re h _.. " . . e ·:·-·····------···""···-···-·--····-~---·······---~--- ~"~ w 011e, 
W.C.Bell ............................................................. · 11 · " 

· R.J .Sharp .. : ..... :.'···············:···: ... , ..................... _. .. _.., ... . 
R Dyer . . ...... . 

" . ---····-········:··.,.·····-------·~-·-·:······~-- ··········· -. ·----···_--··· --· -- -

" 
" 

" 
" c 

• 

. . . . . . . ' 

Note The above list,is·'not conlJ2l,-te· uu: :t. s as 
near complete.,as lc<;mld get it without .,..;..:,o.~"' ~~o~.P- · 

•• 

- . 

• 

- . -Clerk. 
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\ 

' 

• 

' , .. 

· CONSTITUTION. 

' . . 

. · From a long· series· of experience, we, the members 
of the Freewill·_ Baptist Church of Christ, being re~i1- . 
larly baptized upon the profession of our faith in Jesus 
Christ, and convinced of the 'necessity_ of a combination 

~ ~ 

of churches to J;erpetuate a union and· communion be-
. -

tween- us· and preserve and maintain a. correspondence 
between each other, do .therefore propose to keep ·order·s 

. and rules of our .Association according to the following 
plan of government: 

Article 1. The Association shall be composed of 
. - ' ~ 

Members chosen by the different churches in our .union, 
not exceeding three delegates from each church, and 

·who, upon 'producing lP-tters, shall be entitled to seats . 
• 

Art. 2. Letters from the different churches are to 
express their number in fellowship; the number received 
by experience, letter or recommendation; the number dis
missed, excluded, restored, and that have died since the 
last Association. · 

· Art. 3. The members thus chosen and convened to 
be denominated "The Little Missouri River Freewill Bap
tist 'Association," being composed of sundry churches in 
the State of Arkansas. The Association to have no power 

·to lo1:d it over God'·s heritage, nor to have any ecclesias
tical power over the churches; reserving the right of 
withdrawing from any church acting disorderly . 

Art. 4. · The Association to have a Moderator and 
Cle ·k who are to be chosen by the suffrage of the mem- · 
bers present. . . _ . 

Art. 5. Newly constituted churches may ce admit
. ted into the Association on' petition by letter and dele-:
o· ... '·e-s ... ,.,r~ H 0!1 e··.-n~,:.,..,nL!,!l -1-Jley "r" -"ou'·od i-o be ortho-b'""" ' ~ .. _ ... _ ....... , - ··""'·----............ ___ ' .... .... ""'.L .l.L Lt . 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

' 
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. :. dox and o~derly, they may be' received into the Assoeia- . 
' . ' . 

tion, ttie Moderator giving the right hand of fellowship . 
. • Art. 6. No question from any church shall come 

under the consideration of the Association unless it has 
been discussed in its own church. 

Art. 7. Every motion made and seconded ·shall come 
·under the consideration of the Association, except it be 
. withdrawn by the membcrwho_made it. 

Art. 8 .. The Association is to endeavor to -furnish 
the churches withthe minutes of theAssociatiori in pro
portion .to the number of men1bers in each church, the 
distribution being made at the discretion of the Associa-

- tion. 
Art. 9. Itshall be the dt.lty of the ClE;!rk to keep 

·a :regu1ar file of the minutes of the Association. . . 
Art. 10. · The minutes of the Association shall be . . 

read and corrected, if needed, and signed by the Moder
ator and Clerk before closing. 

Art. ll. . Amendme:.-:ts to this form of government 
· may be made at any time when a majority of the mem-

bers. may deem it necessary. . 
• 

. 

RULES OF ORDER. 
- . ' ~ 

) • 

1. At every sitting the business shall be opened 
and closed with prayer by the Moderator, or whomsoever 
he may request. . · 

2. Any ministers of the gospel of the Freewill Bap- , 
tist Church are to be invited to seats at the Annual As
sociation, and allowed to vote or discuss any subject.· • 

' 

. 3. Those who speak shall rise and address the Mod:. 
erator. Personal reflections shall be avoided in all de
bates. 

• • • 
4. No motion shall be discussed without first being 

seconded . 
. 

5. When a motion has been made and seconded, and 
·a memberproposes a discussion,' the Moderator shall put· 

• 
-~-· ···- --

_, 

-
• 

• 

• • 

" . 

.. 

• 
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- . - .. ' 
. . ' ~ . - ,. . . . 

the question, :"Shall these questions be ,discussed?" If 
negatived, the question shall be dismissed. - . 
. _· · ~, 6. If any proposit:on or inotion, under debate, Ct1ll· 

tains two or more points, it shall be divided at· the re-. .. . ' 

quest of any member, and the vote taken separately. · 
7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded c:l 

· · the minutes unless ~n onkred. by. the pnrty making tl.c· 
motion. 

8. No one sft<lll speak more than twice on an.y snll-· · 
ject without special leave of the Moderator. _ 

.. 9. All qnestions shall be decided L)y a majority. of 
the members present. ' · . . . 

' 

. 10. No member shali be abse11t without leave of tlte / · 

• 

• 

• 

Moderator, and if so, his name shall be left off of tlw 
minutes . 

· 11. No member .shall leave this body while in ses-
sion, without leave of the Moderator. · . . . 

12. Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected, if 
necessary, before the rising of the Association. · . 

. . . 13. In future sessions of the Associations art·ange- . 
ments shall be made so as to insure two or more sermons 
each day~ or other equivalent devotional· exercises duriiig 
the day. · ~ 

14. The rules of order shall be distinctly read from 
the chair immediately after the organization of the As-. . . 

sociation. . .. 
15. Alteration may be made in these rules at any · 

regular session. · 

• 
ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

' . . . . . 

' . 

1. We believe in one true and living God, the Father, 
· Son and Holy Ghost, and these three are equal in Divine 
essence, power and glory.· · 
. . 

2. We believe· that the Scriptures of the Old and-
New Testaments is the word of God and. the only infall
ble .rule of f_aith and p·:::ctke. · 
·.· . 3, We believe that God ~reated man good and gave 
him holy commandments, whereby he should live holy • 

.. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. . 

• 

• 

- ~ 

-
I 

• 
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but man voh.i.ntarily disobeyed the commandments of 
God; .. tmnsgressed the law and fell under the jus~ con
demnation Of the same, whereby all mankind are sinnenL 
:r..ot by constraint, but by choice, being partakers of the 
sinful nature attained by the fall, and that man is unable -
to save himself with his own power, but we see Jesus for 

- ' - ' 

·the suffe1·ing. of- death crowned with. glory that He, by 
the grace of God, tasted death for every man. 

' 

4. We believe· that Christ, ·by, his· death, suffe:ring 
and resurrection, purchased our pardon and oilers it 
freely to. all mankind upon the principles of repeat:mce 

· toward. God and faith in· the Lord Jesus Christ. He now 
commands all men, everywhere, to repent; therefo1~e, He 
:;ayeth: "Look unto me and be saved all the ends of 
the earth,· for I am God and there is none else." 

' 5. ·We believe that adult persons must be . regc;J-
eruted and born of the Spirit of God if they inherit ete:·-
nal life. . . · . . . .. . - . 

6. We believe that infants and idiots are saved Ul~O::J 
the merits of the Son of God. ·· 
- . · · 7_, We believe that all Christians sho~Hd perseve:·e 
in gritce and be faithful-to. the end, if they inherit etc"· · 

,-1 • ' - • -

nal life, for blessed are they that do his commandments 
that they may have a right to the tree of life, and enter . . 

in through the gates of the city ... 
8. We believe that baptism by immersion is the 

·apostolic mode, even the burial of the believer in wate:·; · 
~md Umt Christ, w:ho is our life, showed this humble ex
:lmple to his children and bid us walk therein. 

' . 
£!. We believe that God in ·His goodness displays his 

powe1· of grace in a great degree in calling and qc:ti:fying 
JIU servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by 
the insh:uction of His blessed Word, to go forth ~.nd 
rroclaim life and salvation without price. . He bids us 
freely to come, and nothing prevents the salvation of any 
but their own stubborn rebellion and sinful iefusal tt' 
C

r>:-.... c J' ... - ~.· .... , 
v ...... _ • -- ... -- ·--·. .. • • • • -• • 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• . . 

10 .. We believe tl::>,t hn11tism and the Lord's suppc·· 
· v.nd the washing of one another's feet, and the 'keeping 
of the Lord's day holy, and abstaining from worldly lusts 
and carnal cares; and to· assemble ourselves together as 
an ornament which prepares . and beautifies the soldiers 

· of the· cross to march· onward in the army of the Lord .. 
• • -

11. . We believe that none have a right to baptism 
only those who have obtained· a living hope in the Lord 

. . - -
.Jesus Christ, and none have a right to administer the 
same only those who· have been called of God and have 
con1e mider the hands of the Presbytery of Elders, and 
each church ought to have a pastor, deacon and clerl\ 
chosen 1by the cluirch and continued in office during the 
good pleasure of the same; and in dealing with disorderly 
rnembers, reference should be had to the' 18th chapter of 
Matthew and. other Scriptures relative to· dealing with 

· cLs.J:·derly members. In all cases a majority shall rule, 
e'xcept in receiving members, which shall be unanimoi.ts. 
-~ . . . . 

• • • • 

. > . 12 .. We believe it is the duty of each church to as-
semble together once-in a month, and that it is the. duty 

. o£the pastor of the church, when setting forth. the Lord's 
si.tpper and the washing of one another's f~et, to invite 
all Christians. .· · . . 

.. . 13. We believe in the resurrection of the dead;· boih 
the jtist miu the unjust.:·. The resuri·ection of the just to 

'glory and iinmortality in the presence of God; the unjust . ' ' . 

" . to -eVGl']:•Ptin?:·· ~hm1•t> ~mrl l)~ni<:hnwnt "from .. God; · · 
. . - .· - - ·,. .. . . . . . . ' 

' 

-

' 

' •. ' . .. 
.. 

' . .. . 

. . . 

-

- . . . 

' . . . .., ... 
.: . . 

. ' ., . .. . ' ... 

. -,. . . ·• 

. . 
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. ' . 

THE LAW OF THE SUPPER • 
. . . . . .. ' ' 

-- . . . -. 
. 

:- .. 

. ' 

' 

• 

• 

. . 

• 

. ' . - - . . .: . . . . ~ 

The. Lord's Supper was instituted .• for God's people. 
They have all equal rights-tothe.supper, and that rigl:t 
f.s a_ birthright For by one spirit are we all baptized 
into one body (Cor. 12 :13). This is not water baptism, 
but spiritual baptism. Again, Christ says: . "I am the 

.. door; by me if any man enter in he shall be saved;'! (John 
10 :9.) He that entereth not by the door into the sheep
fold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber. (JohnlO:l.) ·Christ is not water baptism, 
and yet he is the door. There is but one door, and Christ 
says he is that door, and he that cometh in at that door 

. should have full fellowship and equal rights with dl other 
christians. Let a man examine himself, and so ·let. hir:1 . . . 

eat of that bread and drink of that cup, for he that eateth 
. . . 

and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation 
-not to the church, but to himself. It is a personal mat
ter. in judging and eating. . 

· The church that does judge and exclude any of God's 
people is not acting in keeping with the instru~tions give:! 
to the church at Corinth. To thus judge and oxclud~ one 

·of the children of God is to offend the child so judged and 

• 

. exchlded. Now, listen to Christ: "He that oi?ends one 
of these little ones that believe in me, it w~re better for · 
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and that 
he were drowned in the depths of the sea. (Matt. 18:6; 
1 Cor. 10:30, 31, 32.) It is.contended that they of the ·. 

. ' 

same faith and order should be entitled to partake of the 
Lord's Supper. ·I admit that true faith is the r:·ca~t::-. by · 
which men bec(Jme Christians. If th:s is wi1at is r..eant 
by·the same faith, I will not objeet. As to order, if noth~ · 
in_g- but gospel orqer is meant. very well: hnt J rio not 
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--tfiink that one child of God should dedicate· just \vhat · 
auother should believe or what church he should belong 
to in order that he may· be in .the right church, for the 
cnmch is but an organic body of Christians, and simply 
r1a.cinrr your name on the roll book of the best church on 

. earth does not mr.h:e you a Christian, neither will a like 
process in the worse church maim a sinner. 

'fhe Em:.uch believed and. was . baptized. · What· · 
church did he join~: Here is faith and here is order. No, 
he is not of the s:Jme faith und order! Yet he is admit
ted to heaven; but nay! He could not be admitted to a 
-sectarian _table! At the Lord's table all his people have 

· a perfect right, be he whom he may and when the ·3Ui)

per is set and all of God's people are not invited it is not · 
. ' 

the Lord's supper, but a Sectarian supper. _So, we being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every member one of 
another. (Rom. 12 :5.) And the way we. become one 
body is by being baptized into that body, and of course 
this is by spiritual baptism. · 

He that gets in by water baptism and not by y;ay 
of a spiritual baptism, the same is a thief and_ robber, 
and when anyone gets into that body in a legal way, he · 
has a legal right to all the benefits and privileges of that 
body; for we, being many, are one bread and one body,. 
for we are all partakers of one ·bread. · (1 Cor. 10:17.) 
By partaking we exhibit a oneness of that body. · Who is . 
meant by we? It certainly means all Christians of ull 

·ages; when you come together, tarry one for another; bP. 
of one mind, but let the woi·d of God control the mind. 
If it ever had been intended l>y the Savior that tho Sup
per should be guar4ed as some attempt to· guard it, Cod 
would have endowed the judges with wisdom to. discern 
the pure from the impure: But · the standpoint from 

- . which they judge is water baptism, and a _legal·· admin
istration of the same; -so if baptized by immersion and a 
legal administration· this settles the matter and Christian _ 
character is left entirely out, by which some make a 'vce
ful mistake, for after all this precaution some have been 

· ·found unworthy of the least.·of the privileges!} of any 
<"hnrch. 4:>•To admit immersion to be the on1y rr0~e ·of 
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baptism and a true believer receiving it, is· this not. all 
right? Some would answer, if by a legal ad:minist'i·a
tion. This is all that is wanting. . Is not this a purely 
personal matter 7 · If ·SO, he has been as truly baptized as . 
anyone .. It is the duty of the preacher· to baptize and 
the applicant to be baptized. · When this is done each has 
performed a personal duty. If I had never been. bap
tized and had to wait till I found one whom I knew to 

• 

be a legal administrator, I would never be baptized at all, · 
· as I cannot know the heart of man. Two acting in concert, 
one acting in good faith and the other not, the one is 

. blessed and the other not. Every Christian is strictly 
.responsible for his own acts and not for another's. Simon, 

.· the sorcerer, believed and was baptized, and t:~at. by a 
legal administrator, and yet it was discovered that he 

. was not a Christian, -so we see that baptism, by a legal 
·administration,. does not confer any claim upon him: . to 
any Christian rights,· as this case proves it to be a per
sonal· matter, as we clearly see that the apostle did hi3 
duty and Simon did not, or vice versa.·· The ar;-ostle,· in
spired as he \Vas, did not discern the evil of Simon's heart, . . 
neither cmi be know the heart of man. When we do onr 
duty, it is ours; when an applicant, it is his. So we find 
that faith, repentance, baptism and the Ch:dsc:an's dutles 
are all personal and only accountable unto God, and not 
unto man. Various are e~e opinions of men, and the way 

. we account for them is in the capacity of men;. arid if \ve 
use _the capacity that God has given us, I do not think 

· that we should be eternally condemned for what we can~ 
not help. The church of Christ is divided into many 
members, but it is one spiritual body, and Christ is the 

. head, and they should have the same care one for the 
. other as the natural body has for its membe:·s, although 

.. they do not perform the. same office, yet they -should all 
,. 

subserve the same interest of the body. 
Should. Christians all commune ··together at the_ 

Lord's table? I answer, what the Lord has joined to
gether let no man put asunder. \Ve have something more 

·.than forty-seven States in the Union; they are all equal,· 
f'·ce and independent States, and yet fhey ~!'c-one. united, 
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and have one great central point· at which to meet and 

' . 
testify t~1at they are free and independent States, and 
yet but one nation. All Christians should have one cen
tral point at which to meet and let thP- world know the/ 
are one. Let that be at the Lord's table. Christians feel 
alike, if they do not look alike. They can·· preach· to- .. 

- , . I . 

· gether, sing together and love together, and should they 
not commune; together? Then a union and a froo com

·. munion is forced upon us. 
Christ said at the last supper that he would drink 

no more of the fruit -of the vine with us till He drank it 
. anew in His Kingdom. Then all Christians, of all ages, 

will sit around one communion table in Heaven. As we 
find ourselves assembled thus around one Lord's table in 
Heaven, so should it be on earth. · · 
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