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. ' . • • :1. 

• of the . ,.-. . . ' '" ' . . . • '. ~ ' . 

T~e Lit(ie;_~M_Issouri River Free· Will B~ptist 
· .. -.. _. t· ..... _ 

· · : 2 . Association 
. . : j • -: . .;. . 

Held at:l\R Joy Church, Pike County, Arkansas. · 
. - - . ! . ·.·. . 

; September 2, 1920 · 
.. • ' . .. 

• . - • • ' . • .. 
• . . . • . 

. PROCEEDINGS . 
• ' 

. 

• 

• 

. . . . ' 

. The forty-fourth annual· session ·at the Little Missouri · 
River Association of ·Freewill Bap~ists convened .with Mt. 
Joy church, Pike county, Arkansas, Thursday night, Sep-
tember 2, 1920; ' . · • .. 

At the request of the body, Elder J. T.'Burris preaclied 
a very interesting sermon. .· · .· ....... , 

· Adjourned; to meet at 9 a.m. Friday. . . . ·· ·· · · 
. . . - . . . 

• . . . --; 

. 

. · · FRIDAY MORNING SESSION • . . 

. Mode1~at~r O'Neal called the house to. order ... • .'Song by 
· congregation::·· Prayer was offered by Elder· Powell: 

The roll of churches was called, letters read and dele· 
gates seated as follows: . . ; . . . . . 

· I ·• 1· 

. Pleasant Grove No.1, Joe Lawless and n~.rner York. 

. Mountaii~ View, by letter.. . · · . .. . · · 
Fairview, A. A. Powell and A. B. Pei·fy. · 

· · Union Grove; J. M. Axton and G. M. C0()p~r. . 
Bissell Chapel, G. D. Hill, Tom Ayler; Tom ·Henry and 

Jeff Bissell. · · · · . : ; . · . . 
·. Rock Springs No. 1, Brother Porter and A. C. Markham. 

Mt. Joy, 'L. S. Rogers, J. H. Tedder, J. T. Crow·and J. 
·Lawless. · . . · ·.· ·· ; .· · · . . . . .. 

New Harmony., E. P. Coope:r and 0. C. Gammon. .......~ 

~'-'\t;_. ·; •. '!_ .• 
. . . .. , .. 

. . . 
• 

• • 

• • • • 

.. 

• 

• 
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THE LITTLE MISSOURI iiiVER 
··· · · .r.It: Zion, P. N. Cogburn and'E; A. Pate. · . · 

Pleasant Grove No. 2, W. C. Bell, J. \F,! Sharp, F. D. 
Sharp. . · · . ' . . . ·. 

Rock Springs No. 2. , · · ·· . 
. . · Corresponding delegates Antioch· :As~C\ciation, J. H. 
Burris and G.· W. Burris. · 

The Association organized by electing 'the· following 
officers: Elder J. H. Coffman, Moderator; E. A. Pate, Clerk. 

. ' . Adjourned to meet at 2:30 p. m. ..·· : ·. · · · 
· ·• Introductory· ·ser·mon by.· Elders . Pow(lll and Burris. 
Text I John 4-2:3. ·.· · · · ., . · · · 

. 
• • • 
"· ' .... 

-~·· :·•- .. •. >FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION~ 
-. . - . 

• . . . 

· .. · _ ·· · Praises by congregation; and prayer. . . 
· •·· · . The Rules of Order read by Clerk, .and the Moderator 

: appointed th~ follmying committees: . . · · · · 
·· · · · · Divine Sertice J. Z. Lawless, E. ·A~· Pate and L. S. 

Rogers. } '~: .:· · · . . · : 
·. · Finance W. C. Bell, Jno. Sharp and J.ll. Lawless. 
· · • Temperance Henry Tedder and. A.~·~A. •. Powell. 
· ··· · · Resolutions ·G. W. Burris, K. D. Watkins, J. M. Axton 

.. and E. J. ·O'Neal. . . . •· ·.. .. ., 
, . · Non-represented· churches-J. Z. Lawless and G. M . 
. Cooper. . · . . ~ . ' . · ·· . · . · . 

Obituaries:. T. J. Ayler, H. E. Coopei' aPcl G. D. Hill. 
. . Sunday School B. L. Atkison, T. W; Henry and J .. T. 
Bw·ris. · ·· ·· · ' · · · 

A call wa& inad~ for reports of outstanding committees~ 
• 

• • 

• 

' . . 

Report of ~ommittee on Resolutions .. 
/. The report of eommittee on Resolutionswas received 

~ . . . . . 

: for discussion as follows: . · • ·· . · · 
. ·' ... No.1 We recommend that we drop Article 1 .. of our 

.. - Consti.tution and adopt Article 1 of the .Ahtioch Association. 
··. · ~o. ?· Werecomniend that we drop· Article 6 of our 

Constitution. · · ··· • · ·. · · · · · · ·• 
' . 

• 

• 

I 
I 

I 
I 
' 
' 



FREE WILL BAPTISTASSOCIATION 3 
• • 

• •• 
No. 3. We recommend that we drop Article. 9 of out· 

Constitution. . · ·· · · · · . · · · · · · .· · . ·. .· •. · 
-.. ···. "~' -. ·• -.- •. 7-: • 

. · No. 4. We recommend the adoptwn of the followmg 
to the Constitution: "'l'he Association in case of fa.lm;·e 'Of 
any church to attend, may inquire into the cause.:' ; · . 

. . No. 5. It is the duty of theAssociation to see after the 
\mion of the churches. . . . ·. ·. 
. . .. No. 6. We recommend that we drop Articles No. 2; 5 
and 14 of the Rules of Order.· . · . . · .· • · . . . ·. ·. · ···· · · 

.. No. 7. We recommend a complete t"able !Qf names of 
our ministers with their addresses. _ '· .: .. 

No.8. We recbmmend the printing of 300 minutes:: ... 
No.9. Werecommend that w.e send str<'ng men .to the 

· State Convention. · · ···· · · · · · 
No. 10. We recommend that all churches comply with 

request of the· State Association, by sending J. N. Johnson· 
·(the Treasurer) one dollar.' · · · · · · · ·-· ... 

' . . . . 

No. 11. We recommendthatwe drop-resolutwn::No. 1 
· of our last Association. ; ··. , ... : 

No. 12. We recommend a'Deacon Committee.•' ; 
No. 13. We recommend that· a committeeof<three be · 

appointed to· see after the church property at. Bell: View, · 
and . dispose . of ·or retain said property .ac<'.oidirig to 'the . 
"<.shes of the few members· Of said church. Said corninittee 
consists of Jno. Sharp, W. C. Bell and Tom Henry. : . 

. . . 
'J ~ . -· .--, .. 
' . . . . . - . . . . . . - --
" . 

. · SATURDAY MORNING SESSION. ,., .· •.. 
. . . 

. . . . ' . . . ~ ' . . . . . 
·. Song by congregation and prayer. ·. · .. • ' ' . :. _,. . .· ... • 

.. Report of Committee on Obituaries • 
' . ·-··,< . '_··_. : ,··' ·.<· _·· -:. __ ,-• 

' 

... We, your committee .on Obituaries, submit the following 
report: · · · · · .· · ' · · · : ·· · .· · · ·.· : ·; :: . .:.. · . · 
. We find that the following B1~others . .and. ·si~ters'liuve 
departed this life since our ·last Associ~tioh: · '· . · · ·. . . . - . . )· . -·· ., . . . . , . .., __ -._: .. ;_;•-

Brother R. Dyer, Bissell Chapel church. : · · · '~- · · ·· •· 
B.rother Kelsey Gammon, New Harmony. · · .• ,: :: · ..•.. 

. ' 

• 

• 

• 
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4 THE LITTLE MISSOURI RIVER.· • 
• 

Sister Martha Cooper, New Harmony. 
·Brother J. A. Whisenhunt, Pleasant Grove No. 2. 
SisterS. C. Simmons, Pleasant Grove No. 2 . 

. ·Brother Henry White, Mt. Joy .. · . . 
Sister Etta Cameron, Union Grove. · . 
Sister Fannie Gamer, Unioi1 Grove. 

: ' ' 

·Judging their lives according to the standard of God's 
truth, we believe theni worthy to:hear the welCome applause, 
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant: enter into the 
joys of the Lord." · · · · · · · 

May God help us to live faithful to the end that we 
may meet our friends and loved ones around the throne of 
God. · .:. · 

• H. E. Cooper, Chairman. · · 
. .. - , 

• 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS •. 
• 

We, your Committee on Sabbath Schools submit the 
following report: · . . ·· . 

We believe that Sabbath Schools are a great help to 
the churches and communities in which they are carried on. 
Therefoi·e we indorse it as a part of our religious -work, and 
urge the membership, pastors and deacons·· to org-anize 
·and maintain Sabbath Schools. for the good c f our children, 
that their minds be impressed with Bible literature histead 
of novels, and as they grow into years of at'!countability, 
their mental talents may develop into. ways of Christianity. 

1 . T. W. Henry, Chairman. 
' . 

• 

Deacon Committee. · 
W. C. Bell, J. H. Lawless and J. M. Axton, ·Whose duty 

it will be to see to the needs of the various churches, and the 
·ministers as to their financial needs etc. 

• 
Ministerial Reports. 

Brethren, Greetings: I have served three churches, 
viz., Bissell Chapel, Mountain Vie\v and Rqck ~priugs No.1. 
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I have received. as members at Bissell Chapel, 23 ;.at Moun-
. tain Viev, 9. I h.ave preached 45 sermons, traveLed 600 
miles, labored 28 days, outside of Sundays, have baptized 5, 
J,utrned 5 couples; received as. compensation $12.00. I pray · 
God th:tt the church may be preserved blameless until the 
eonung of our Lord. · · 

. · K. D. Watkins: 
. , . 

. . Brethren:· The report of my labor for the year· is as 
follows:· Served one church, viz., Fairview, delivered· 43 
d1scourses, officiated in 4. funeral services; solemnized the 
rites of matrimony for 4. couples, received compensation as · 
follows: Fairview, $38:25; Antioch, $3.20. Pray for me 
brethren that I may be able to more in the ministry. · 

. · Albert A. Powell · 
Bt;ethren: · I ·beg leave to make the following report 

of my work for the past year: Travelled 824 miles, sermons 
and exhortations 84; baptized ·19; funerals 8; married 7 
~;oupieS; compensation, $96.27 .. In revivals 40 conversions .. 

· · J. H. Coffman.· · 
Brethren: The followirig. is my report .for the year: · 

Served two churches viz., Union Grove and New Harmony. 
Deliv-ered 68 discourses, travelled 400 ·miles. . Labored 11 
days in protracted service, baptized 2; officiated in 2 funer­
als .. Compensation $10,00. Pray that I may be more use-
ful. .· G. M. Cooper. 

Dear Brethren: I wish to 1"eport the following as my. · 
. official work for the past year. Travelled 31)0 miles, tried 

to preach 77 sermons, married 2 couples. Received $8.00. 
Pray for me. · ' E. W. Hill. · 

r 
Report of Colrimittee on Finance .. 

We, your Committee on Finance report as follows: · 
For minute fund .......... :. .. ·-··-····-··-·····-···-··---~-------------$38.25 
For record book ..............•..................... ---·----·--·-····--· · 3.10 
Delegate State Association.................................. . ... 15.25 

· TotaL ..................... : .......... ~$56 .60 
· ' J. H. Lawless 

{ . .:.. --""· ' ~··· .. ·; 
• 

. . 
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G 'l'HE LITTLE MISSOURI.RIVER .. I 

. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 
• < • ' • 

. . . • ,. •l_,;'.-. . . ' . ' . . . 
: l • . · · ORDAINED MINISTERS. .·· ·. '. . 

' - . - ·-' . - . - __ ,. . 
' --·- .. ~ .. --~- ' .. ' \ ·, . . . 

E:'J:·O'Ne.al; Newhope; Ark. RD. Coffman, Newhope, Ark • 
. J. W. Powell,.R<itiiid ·Top. John Oliver, MineralSprings. 
'G:M-: Cooper, · . ·. · · · · · . T. J.· Powell, McKinney,. Tex. 
D .. C: Coffman, Newhope, Ark. A .. A. Powell, King, Ark. · .. · .. 

· K·'~D:;Watkins,Langley •.. · ·· J. H. Coffman, Langley, Ark . 
. ~;J,:A'. Barton, :Laverty, Okla. E. W. Hill, Newhope, Ark .. 
· R. Porter, Daisy, Ark. H. V. Matthew!., Henry, Ark. 
· J. H. Busby,Ida,La. .·· •. ·.. Bro. Plyler, Burg, .Ark. . 

:<.... • ~-. ' ~ . • "' . _,. -:- ..... _-,,-- • .... -, . .. 
-: ·--~-- ·-·- --· . . . . . ~ -' . . . . ' 

" •.• • -~ . ~ . r<' •' • ·• ···· ~.:. :::· ....• :.·" .. ·· . LICENTIATES. · . 
.. . . . ----.: 

. . . . 
• ."· ··- ·-- - ,.. r ~ . 

~~,E.; A>P~te, La~.ile:V .. A1:k' · · : · . · • 

. .. 
•,-"<•O.•-•w·- •· '• • '•· 
'.- ·;· - '- '' -. .- . - ' -. -~, - ... ' 

. . ' . 
. ·:.( ·-.:-·· .. 

ORDAINED DEACONS • 
:~w. c:BeU; Newhope. J. H.Tedder, Daisy. 

··· 'Jeff·Bissell, Newhope;· .·. G; w: Reid, Da'sy,. 
. H. C. Marsh; Langley. . J; .C. Burgess, Hurg. · 
:·'·J.''H/'La\vless, Langley. J. M .. McCrary, Burg .. 

. :·· J: A: Whisenhunt, Langley. ·John Bayless, King. . · · 
, .. T. J. -Stracener (deceased). R. J .. Sharp, Grandfield. 
:· ·n. H.' Barton·' (re·moved).. . W. · W. Cooper, Duckett ... · 
. . J .. M. Axton; Rrmnd Top.· · · • J. H; Chandler, Grandfield. 

~ ' ~---·.--,· ~ •'··. - -· ~ . . ' . ' . . - . . .. . . . . ) -. - . . . 

--.-. -···-~-~- ·-- '.·- ' . - ·--~-. ,._, 

ORDAINING COUNCIL. . . 

-·_'E~(J.·o::Neat ... ·· ;Albert A. Powell. 
,·J. H. Co.ffinan. · 1 J. A. Barton. • • • 

. . . . . , . • - _ .. ~. • . ; • . . . . . r 
. . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. Curbs · Coffman 

.. ' ·- - .. '~ ... _. 
• • . ' ·- . i - . 
. . 
',_·_~]-;'~ ~·.;·· .\··:: ."' .. , - . 

• • 

.. .. • · CONSTITUTION. 
:_;~~--~~-i- '\·~_.-:-.·._- .... -... - ... :._·_; ___ .. , '· ..... , . - .-. . . 

From a long series of experience we, thP. members of 
·; ~~th.~.F1~e~~vP,I J?aptist Church of Christ, being regularly hap­
:; ·:· ;tiz~d :..Up,pnthe profession of 'our faith in J e~us Christ, and 

. . .. convinced of th'--e necessity' o'f 'a combination Of. churches to 
' ' . . . . . 

• 
-- -- .. ·• - ' . .. . .. • 

• 

• 
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FREE. WILL BAPTIST· ASSOCIATION 'f ' 
' 

perpetuate a union and communion betv\reen ~..-.and prese1-v~ · 
and maintain a correspondence between each other, do there- . 
fore , propose to keep orders and rules . of our. Association . 
according to the follo:\ving plan of government: · · · · > .'· 

·· ·Article 2. Letters from the different'.churche·s•·are to ' 
express their number in fellowship; the nwnbh.; receivMby 
. . .. ' ~~· .. . . 
experience;_ letter or recommendation; the··:number" dis:-
missed, excluded, restored, and that have died sine~. the · 
last Association; · · . ,. ·· ·_ . . . . 

. ,\ , ' -. . , I ' . 

· Article 3. 'rhe members thus chosen aJ•d convened to . 
be denominated "The 'Little Missouri River Freewill Baptist 
Association,". being composed of sundry cl-urches Oin ·the . 
State of . Arkansas. The . Association to have no power to 
lord it over God's heritage, nor to have any ecclesiastical .. 
power over the churches; te§erving the right to . .withdr~w; 
from any church acting disorderly. . . · · · · . · · .. · 

Article 4. The Association to haye a Moderator. and · · 
· · Clerk, who are to be chosen by the suffrage of the members· 

present.· · . ; · . · · · · · . . ' 

Article 5. ·Newly constituted churches may.bc admitted· 
into the Association on petition by letter and .d~legates; ~ild ··. 
if, on examination, they are found to be oHhodox .and . 
orderly, . they may be received into the AssoCiation, the 
Moderato1· givin_g the right hand of fellowship; ••·: .· 

Article 6. Every motion made and seconded shall come 
under the consideration of the Association, . except it be 
withdrawn by the member who made it. · " · 

Article 7. The Association. is to endeavoi·to fui-riish 
.the churches with the minutes of. the Ass<iCiationin pro- . 

. portion to the number of members in each church, the dis-
. tribution being inade at the discretion· of th,a Association .. 

Article 8 .. The Association, in case of 'failure of.• any 
church to attend, may inquire into the cause. : · 

Article 9. · It is the duty of the Association to see after 
the union of the churches. · . · 

. Article 10. It is the sense ·of the Association that if a 
minister take a letter from a church of this· Association and 

. 
• 

' 

' 

,· ' 

' . . -, ... 
; ' . 
' 

• . ' 



• 

' 
' 

I 
' ! 

' 
.. . 

,, 
I 

I 
' 
! 

•• 

• 
~ . . . 
( ~ ' . 
; .. . .. • • . . - . ' . ·. • • 

' -f • . • 
' : . . . ~ -... ~ 

;, . ' 
• .. . . . . . . .. . . • • • 

• . . . . ' ... - ' 

8 
-~ ..... -~ _. ·. . · THE LITTLE MISSOl)'RI:RlVEU ·· 

• 

• • .. . . . • 
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neglect or refuse,to·r~place it in.some church .for the· period 
of one year~~hi.s name shall be- drc;>Pped fr()m the roll of 

.·ministers; his ·.credentials revoked, and this Asso~iation will· 
--~ ~ ····- .-' ... · ........... ·-· 

not recognize any· work .that :may coine uud~r.his h~nds as 
.a presbY.teiy.after such.tinie,al).dit shall be the duty of the· 
Clei·k after· such steps .have been take·n by:th·e Association, 
·•· ~ ,.. ' . - - - . ' -· ·' . " ~ . 
toi10tifythe Clerkof the county in which such. minister may 

. live or have .his credentials recorded, ·of the. actiori of this 
.Associa:tio·n~.to\.Vard such: minister.·· And .any·. such minister 

. who wish-es to 'be Te-irtstated by' this Association can do so 
·by 'lihitillg'himself·.\vith some •. church:: o(this Association, 

.·· ·and ·from. the: beginning of his membership \iis credentials 
· shalt he hi •full :force. and· his· work recognized \Vithout again 
coming~pnder ·a>Presbytery of :Elders;. . · .. · . · .. 

~ .. _ .. ,..... .. . . ' .. 
. · Ai·ticle 11.' Th.EHninutes· ·of the 'Association shall be 

'read arid corrected; if' needed, 'and· signed by tlie -Moderator 
and Clerk. before closing. · · .· .· , . · . . .. · · 
· . Article 12. ·Amendments to this. form of government 
n1ay ·be .. inade at any'time when a majoiity• of the members 

. _may deeri1._itnecessary. · . . . 1 · .: · ·. 
• • - .-. • •. - - ' - I, 

' . . . ' .. ,... . . . ' . -~ -.. . ' . _, . " _., . --.' 
. . 

. ' . ~ 

. : ';. ~ ... ;~ ,· .. ,._ .. , ··.-~·· .. - -... •.· :·. 
' ', .•:_ .... ,._, .,.. 

. . ' ' . -· . ' ' -. ' . '' _,_ 
- · RULES OF ORDER, <. · 

. . .. - .-

' - . . . . . . 

I 

' 

• 

I 
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FREE wiLt BAPTIST .ASSOCIATION. 

J • • \ 

• 
• . . . . 

• ... 
• 

~ ' . . 

· · · c 6. No one shall speak more than twic~ onany.subject 
without speCial leave of the Moderator.~· ·, · . · ;·. ~ '- ' " ·· · · -. 

· 7; ·:All questions shall bedecided.by aniajority·otthe 
members present. . · · · ·.. ' : · .. · , ·· · · < ·· ' ' • · • > •· · ·.· · 

. s: · No membersha1i: be absent without 'leave of-the 
Moderator; and if ~o. his. name· shall l)e · left off-: of the 
minutes. - . • . . · . · · · · · ~ · - . . . · · . 

· 9. No member shall leave this body \Vhile in session, ·· 
without leave of the Moderator. - ·. . .... ·. · . ·. : · 

• • . . 

. . - • . . , •. , I .. ... . -.... '• ,- ..... · .. ··-

. . 10. . Minutes shall be .Ji,esl.irely read and corr~cted, ·jf.. 
· necessary, before the i"ising of the Associa,tion •. , ·• ·.·. -.. ·· .. · .. · 

11 .. In future sessions of the Associatio:r:t.~rrangemerits 
shall be made so as to insure hvo oi~ moi.~e· se1mon~ eaeli day, · 
or other equivalent dev~tional. ~~er~l.Ses .!lul:Jiig' the 'day. i•' . 

12. Alte1;ations IUaY .b~-· made. in these· rules at. any . 
regular session.· · · · : . . · · · .·. · · · ~· 

,_. • .-. •• < -' ' . . . ' . 
. . ~ ·. . ~- . . . . . ' . . . _, ~ '. . ..,_. ______ .,_ . . ., 

.. 

. · ARTJCLES OF F.AITH. · . : ... :.: · .. : . .. ' -

1. We believe in'.one·h:ue and living God,· th(fFather, · 
. Son and Holy Ghost, .and· these three are equal· in·· Divine . 
essence, powei· and glo1~y; John 1 : 1l; ·John 5 :7 ~ John 10 :30. 

2. We believe that the Scriptures of thl.' Old and New . 
. Testaments is the word of God and the only· infallible 'i·ule 
of faith and practice. II. Tim., 4:2 ;3 :16 .. · ... · : · · :: .... · 

3. We believe thn.t God created man g·ood and gave 
him ·holy commandments, whereby he should live holy, but 
man voluntarily disobeyed,>the commandments of God, · · 

. . ... "' .- ........ : - .. -·· 
transgressed the .Jaw and fell under the JUst condemnation: 
of the same, whereby )~11 mankind are sinners, not by con­
straint, but by 'choice,;being partakers· of the sinful nature 
attained: by the fall,· and· that man is unable to· save him­
self with his own power, but we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, ·for the suffering of· death, 
crowned with g1ory and hoi10r; then He,· by the grace of 
God, tasted death for every man. Gen. I :27; Gen: ILlG-17:'; 
Gen, lii~6; John ~:16i l;leb. ·2:9.. · ·. . . 
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-- · · · 4 .. We believe .. that Christ; by his death, suffering .and 

·resurrection,: purchased o~r -patdon, and offe1·s · it fr_eelY . to 
alL mankind upon· the~ principles of, repentance to''-:~rd · God . 
and faith in the Lord·Jesus Christ .. He now commands all 

· men everywhere, to repent; therefoi·e, , He sayeth; · "Look 
unto me and be saved all the ends of the earth, Jor_ l-am 
"God and there_ is, none: else." Matt.· 4:17; Isa. 45:22; Rev. 
22 •17 . ·.. . ' . . ' . .. . ... ·.· .·_ · .... ~ ;,· 

<I ••• - ••.• 

,_. ·_ 5. We believethat adult persons must 'Qe'regenerated 
~and .born of· the :Spirit of God :if they- inherit· eternal. life . 
• we believe that infants.and idiots are saved upon.the merits 
of the Son ofG6d. :John 1:6-14; Titus 3:5-6; Joh,n 3:1-13; 
Rom: 8 :9. ~ · . · · . . . . . _ · . . .. . . 
· ;,:,.. 6.-.L- We believe that aU C)uistians should preserve 
Jn · .rTace .·be faithful to the end; if they inherit. eternal 
-·life,. for.- blessed, ?re they that do his commandments that 
· they may. have a Tight .to the tree,,of -life, and enter jn 
-.through the gates of the city. ·I Cor. 18:12-13;-Rev. 22:14; 
Rom. 11 :2o; Heb. 10-26; John 15:1-7. .· · . · · -. .. . . . . . 

7. We believe that baptism by immersion is the apos­
tolic mod~, even the burial of the believer in water, and that 

· Christ, who· is om:·life, showed \this· humble example to his 
children and bid us walk therein. Matt. 3:5-16; Matt. 28: 
19 :2o ; Matt .. '1':9: 11 ; ACts s :sS-39. · . - • . -. - . · · 

. . . -· ' ' . ' '' - . . ·. - ·: 

-:- 8. ·We beiieve .. thatGod iii His goodne!'lsdisplays his 
· _ p~wer. pf;¥.race )n a grea~ degre in ·calling ~nd qualifying 
. ·H1~ servants by.:theteachmg of the_ Holy GhCJst and by the 

insh:uctioi1 of His blessed Word, to go forth and· proclaim 
.··life arid sAlvation without pdce .. He bids :us freely to come, 
·.'arid nothihg prevents the salvation of any but- their. mvn . 

·· stubborn i·ebellion. and -sinful refusal to· coni e .. J. Tim. 5 :16; 
- lCo_r; 1:23; I Tim:.i:15-16; John ·3:4-18.: -. ·. ' · -_· · 

.. · r-r: ~ :9.. We believe, that none, have a right to baptism only 
... those:-who have obtained a living 4ope .in the Lo1~d Je_sus 
·, Christ; and none. have a right, to administer the same only 
.• those .who have been called of. God . and have· .come un.-lr1· 
·the':hands of the Presbytery:·oLElders, and each cli.ui·ch · 

i: . • • . . . .,\ . . . . - - . . ~ . . .. . 
• . . '. 

' I 
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ought t.o'have ·a pastor;'deacon and clerk chosen by the 
chui.·c.h·: mid continued: in· office during the ·gr'Od. pleasure of 
the same;. ahd ·in de.alin'g \Vith·:disorderly· merribers; refer-: 

. cnce· ·sl16u1d be liad:•to the"18th chapter of: Matthew ·and 
othe1;.·sCi;iptures ·• i·eJative to' dealing with. disorderly· mem­
bers .. ·· Il1 all cases 1a inajoi-ity sh.allrule, except in receiving 
. . , • • . . r - ·- . 

l'ncmbers, which shall be t\nanimous. · Mark 16:16; .Matt.:3; 
S-9; .\cts 10 :·17; I Thh. 3:2-7; Titus 1 :6-9. · ···· · •· :: 

. . . 

•· · 10: · We believe• it is .the duty. of. each church to as­
semble together 'once· in' a' month,· and that·it is the duty.of 

·'the·· pastor· of the-'church,i when·: settin'g· forth the,Lord's 
supper aiid \vashing of one anothei·'s feet to iiwite ·an 

. Christians. John 13 chap. Mark 14:24-25; He b. •10 :25._: . 
·. · · · · 11. We believe ih the "resurrection of the dead, both 
•. the just and unjusb • Th'e.•resm;rectio}I'of the just to glory· 
and immortality iii the presence· of God; >the unjust to 

· ever:asting ·shame and banishment' from God. ·Matt. 12 :36-
37; ·Hom. 14':10-12; Heb. ·;9 :27; Matt.12 :41; Luke-16 :23; · 
Cor. 5:10. .' . · .. -~. . . .. .·: .•:·• 

' . . '. -. ··•·· . - ' ' . . , .. ·.·· ~ \' . --:· ~ -~... _- ·_: -- ·. ·;.,·~ ·, '.·· ~ 

••. ··- . .; ··:>.-;. .· ( •. '. · ....• '· ..... ~-- -_.;: ,.- ... : __ -·:·":._. ·_..: ::.-·:- .--·,: .,._ ... ·:_. 
• • . . ,_-_ •,- -' . 

. ··THE ·.LAW OF 'l'HE.$UPPER. : , ·:: .· · 
- -· ' . 

. . · • · ·Ti1e ·Lord's Supper. ";as· ·instituled for 'God's ·.p·eople. 
They have all equal rights': to the."supper; and :the right is 

· · a birtlll'ight~ For. by one spirif-we are all baptized into 
· on:e body·. (Cor .. ·12::13). ··.This is ·not water· baptism; but 
· spiritual baptism. Again,t Christ-says: "I am·the door; · 
·. by· me if any man enter iri he shall be saved:"· (John-·10:9). 
· He that entereth not by the 'door· into the: sheepfold, but 
'clirilbeth up some other~ way! the same is a thief and a rob­
ber. (John 10 :1); · Christ' is not water ·baptism; and:yet he 
is the: do01;. There ·is but >on~ door;· and ·Christ says he is 
that door, and hethat··cometh in at .th.af·dom; should have 

··.·full ·fellowship and·. equal 'rights ·with alF·oth.er 'Christians. 
· :Let a manexamine·him~elf,1 and so let him eat:of.that bi~ead 

and ddnk of tlu\t CUp,' fol;Zhe that eateth·and drinketh·un­
. )rorthily .eateth aild'drinketh:damnation ·not to the church, . . . ' - . . . •' . . .. _-( • . . , 

• 
• . . 

• 
• 
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but to himself.·_ It is a personafmatter in judging an·J eat-· . . ' ... - . . . '- . 

mg. . . . . . . . . . 
. · The church that does judge and exclude any of God's · 

people is not· acting in keeping -\v.ith the ilistructions given 
to the cht-irch of Corinth. '1o thus judge rt:'.d exclude one· 
of the children of God is to offend the child so judged 'and · · 
excluded; ·Now; listen to Christ:·. ''He that offends one. of:·· I 

these little ones that believe in. me, it were better for h!m · : 
that a millstone were hanged about his neck and. that .he' ~ 

· were drowned in the depths of the sea. (Matt. 18:6; I Cor .•. • 
10 :30-31-32). It is contenued that they of the same faith · 
and ordei· shoulq be entitled to partake of the Lord's Supper .. · 
I admit that true faith is the means by whlch. men become 

. Christians .. If this is what is meant by the same faith, I will· 
not~ object. As to order, if nothil1g but gospel oi·der is 
meant, very well; but I do not think that one child of God 
should dictate just what another should believe. or what 
church he should belong to in 01'der that he. may be in the 
right church, for the church is but .an organic body of 
Christians, and simp])~ placing your name on the roll boo1;: 
of the best chtirch on earth does not make you· a Christian . . 
neithei· will a like process in the worst church make a sinner. 

• • 

The Eunuch believed and was baptized. What church 
did he join? Hei·e is faith and here is order. No, he is not 

• . of the same faith and order! Yet he is admitted to heaven; 
but nay! . He could 110t be admitted to a sectarian table! 

•• 

At the Lord's table all his people have a perfect right, be he · . -
whom he may and when the. supper is set and all of God's 
people .al'e riot invited it is not the Lord's supper, hut a · . 
s·ectarian supper. So, we being· many, are one body in 
Christ, and\ evel:Y member one ofanothe1~. (Rom. 12:5). 
And the way we become. one body is by b~ing baptized into 
that body, and of coui·sethis is by spiritual baptism . 
. ·· · ·He that gets in by the water baptism and not by way · 
of a spiritual baptism, the same is a thief and robber and 
when .anyone gets into that body in a legal "iay, he has a 

·legal right to all the benefits rind privileges of that body; . 
.. ' . 



-

FREE WILL DAP.TIST ASSOCIATION 1S 
' ' ' 

for we, being many, are one bread and one body, for we 
are '' 1 partakers of olie bread. (Cor. 10 :17). By partak~ 
ing we exhibit a oneness of that body. Who is .meant by 
we? It certainly. means all Christians of all ages;' when 
you come together; tan~y One for another; be of one 'mind, 
but let the word of God control the mind. If it evei· had 

. · ·been 'ntendcd by the Savior that the supper should be guard-. . 

.. · cd as some attempt to ·guard it, God would have endowed the 
· judges with wisdOm to discern the pure frorri the impure. 

·. Bu~ the standpoint from which they judge is:water baptism, 
' .. and-a legal adri1inistratio'n 'of the san1e; so if baptized by 

. ' . . 

. imri1Cl;sion and a legal administration this settles. the matter 
· ·and Christian character is left enth~ely out, by -which. some 
. make a woeful mistake, for after. all- the precaution some 
· ·have been found unworthy of the least of the privileges of 

miy church. . To admit immersion to be the only mode of 
' baptism' and a 'true believer receiving it, is this not all 
· · right? ·· Son1e would .answer, if by a legal administration. 
. . This is all that is wanting. Is not this a purely personal 

. ' ' 

. n1at 1 er? If so, ·he ·has been as· truly. baptized as anyone . 
. It is the duty of the p1;eacher to baptize and the applicant 

to be baptized .. · Whei1 this is done each. has performed·· a 
personal duty. If I had neve1~ been baptized and had to 
wait till I found one whom I knew to be a legal administra­
tor, I .would never be baptized at all, as I cannot know the 

·· heart of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in good 
faith·· and the other not, the one is blessed and the other 
_not. :Every Christian is striCtly responsible for his own 
acts and. not· for. another's .. ·Simon, the sorcei·er, ·believed 
and was baptized, and that by a legal adniiriistratoi·, and . . ' .. -~·' ' . ~ ' ' -. . . . .. . .. .. 
yet It was discovered that he was not a Christian, so ·We see 

- . ' - ' . - ' ' . . ' ' ' ' 

that baptism, by legal administration, does hot confer any 
· c'aim upon him to any Chi'istian rights, as this c.ase proves 
it to .be a personal matter, as we clearly see that the apostle.· 
did his duty and Simon· did not, or vice versa. The apostle 
inspired as he was, did not discern the evil of Simon's hearti 
neither can he knovv the heart of man. When we do·our duty, . ; ' \ ' . -. . . ,. ~ ' . . - . ., 

. -
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it is ours; when an applicant, iUs-.his::. So we find that faith, 
repentance, baptism and':th~e Christiai1's duties are' aU per­
sonal· and . only accountable unto God, and not urito man . 

. _Various are the opinions· of n1en,' and the way '\ve .account 
for them is in the capaCity o('men; 'and if we use the cu­

·pacity that God has given us, l'do not'think that we shou1d 
be eternaby . COiidemned. for \Vhat \Ve cannot help. The 
church of Christ is divided into many members, but it is 
one spil'itual body, and Christ is the head, and they should 
have· the same care one for the other. as the natural body 

. has for its members, a_lthough they do not perform the same 
office; yet they shotlldall subse1;ve the same-interest of the 
body. . ': ·. ·_ ~ · . , · . · · · · · · · · · · 
· · . · Should Christians all commti_ne together 'at the Lord's 
table? · I answer, what the: Loi·d ~h:i_s:joined. together let no 

· man put asunder. We have. something more than forty­
seven states in the union; they ·are•an equal~ free and inde­
pendent states, and yet they ai:e one, united, and have one 
great central point at ·_which to meet and testify that they 

~-- .. -~ -, . 
are fl'ee and iildependelit_:states, and yet but one nation. 
All Christians shou1d,have one centrriJ point at which to 
meet and let the ·.wodd know tliey are one. Let that be at 
the Lm~d's table. ; Chi'ist1ans feel alike, if they do not look 

· alike .. : They can preach together, sing ·together ·and· love 
tog~ther and should they not. commune together? · Then n 
union and a free commuilion is-foi·ced t1pon us. ' . . .. 

Christ said at the~lasf supper he would drink no more 
of the fruit of the vine with us till He drank it ane\v in His 
·Kingdom. ThenJtll Christians, of all ages, will sit around 
·one communion table in Heaven. . As we find ourselves 
assembled thus-around one Lord's table in Heaven, so should 
.\t be oh'eadh> -~:: .: . ' ' ... 
· .. ···· -~----' -.--- ;.--._., --~- .. ~.·:· . 
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