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lVliNUr_fE§ 
• 

• OF' THE · · 

Forty.seventh Anntia1 Session 

OF THE 
• 

• 

LITTLE MissouRI· RIVER AssociATION. 
. . 

· OF 

• . . 

free 'Viii Baptists_· 
Convell.ed ·with Fair View Church two mil~s east of Kings, 

· Sevier Co(mty. Arkansas, September · 4. 1925 . 

. OFFICERS 

-Rev. E. J. O'Neal. rr1cderatcr. Dayscy. Arkansas. 

--

Robert Smith. Clerk. . AdcJ.e.>s not given . 

The next session of this Association will meet with 
Glenwood Church, on Thursday night bd:)re . 

the first Sunday in Sdemb~r. J926 . 
• 

-

• 

• 
New. Mornin11 Star Print - Tecumseh, Oklahomo.. 

• 
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• 

l'HOCEEDINGS· 

Minutes of the Forty-seventh Annual SEssion of the 
Little Mi~souri River Association of Free Will Baptists, which 
convened with the fair View church, two miles east of. 
King~. Sevier County Arkansas, Sept, 4, 1925. 

Eld. E. J. O'Neal was elected Moderator and Robert 
• 

Smith wus elected Clerk 
The roll call of churches and letters were read and dele-·· 

gates seated as follows:· 
Pleasant Grove No. 1:- BroB. Esaw, Pinkerton, D; D. 

Coffman, ancl Robert Smith. 
Rock Spring No 1:- Represented by letter. 
Glenwood:- Bro .J. R. Sevier, and Emma Edwards. 
Pleasunt Grove No.2:- Represented by letter. 
Ivlt. Joy:- Brcs. J. H. Tedder, and E.]. O'Neal. 

• • 

By motion and second the Thomtls church was received 
into our Association and delegates seatEd as follows:- Bro8· 
G. H. Thomas, and E. A. Pierce. 

fair Vie\\':- Bros. M. S. Almond, W. E. Mayes, and 
James Savage. 

All dclq;ate~ receiv~d the right har:d of fello\'.6hip by 
the MrJderator. · 

Tne following Committees wnc oppointed:· 
Committee on Divine Service- Bros. M S. Almond. 

D. D. Coffman, and .J. H. Th'omas. · 
Committee on Resolutions- Bros. J. H. Tedder, G. H. · 

ThonwR, and M.S. Almond. ·· 

Committee on Temperance- Elder A. A. Powell, Bros, · 
· J. R. Sevier, and W; Z. Mayes. 1 

Committee on Finance- Bros. E. A.· Pierce, J. H.· 
Buzbee, and j. R Sevier 

Committee on Memorials- Elders J. R. Ed warda, J · 
H. Buzbee, and J. A. Karr. 

. . 

Committee on Sunday School-. SistePEmma Edwards, 
Bro~. ,). R Sevier, and W. Z. Mayes. 

Committee on Query and Request- . Bros. E. A. Pierce, 
· D D; Coffman, and j. H. Tedder. 

• 

• 

• 
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Mv<i•lil earrid to adjourn uulil 2 o'elock p.-m. Friday, 
Introductory sernlllll wns p1 eached at 11 o'clock a. m. 

l1y E!J. E J O'Neal. Text I Thes. 4:12. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

House called t•· ord:::r by Moderator, prayer by W. Z. 
' ..... - ' 

May..,s. · _ · 

Moti,m'aiHf s~cond that the 1\l>derator oppoint an Or­
d.:lioing C;Juncil to ordain E~aw Pinkerton as 1 minister of 
the Gospt'l. · 

The foilowing Council was appointed:- Eldtrs E. J. 
O'Neal, J.H. Buzbee, J, R Edwards, and Bro. M.S. Almond. 

r..Iotion and second 1ha1 we adjuum Ulltil 8 o'clock· 
Saturday morning. 

SATURDAY MORNING 

House called to order by· the Moderator. Prayer by 
Eld. J. A. Karr. 

By motion .and sfcond the Associatit•ll revohtd the 
credentials of Eld A. A. Powell and expelled !lim from the 
Association for preaching heri~ay. 

Motion and second that we give the printing of our 
' . 

minutes to the New Morning Star at · TectHIJ!lth, Olda. In 
care of Elder J. R, Edwards,. Glenwo 1d Ark. Motion 
carried, 

Motion carried that we adjourn Ulllil 2 oclock p. m .. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
. 

House called together by the Moderator. 
Motion carried that the ModeratGr appoint aCommittce 

on Credentials to notify the Circuit Clerk of Sevier county 
to cancel the record of Albert A. Powell's credentials. 

~ . 

The Committee:- Elder J. R. Edwards, Bros. J. R. 
Sevier, and Robert Smith. 

. . ' . 
Motion carried that we give Glenwood church the next 

Associatien. 
Motion carried that we put an Evangelist, as far as we 

are able, for the Little Missouri River As11odation, which 
. . . 

resulted in the election of Eld. J REd wards . 
• 

• 

• 

' 
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· Motion carried that we adjourn to meet with Glenwoo(J 
.,.. .. 

. church on Thursday ni~ht before the 1st Sunday in 
· Septt:mbtr, 19~6. 

We extend our heart-felt thanks to the good people ,,r 
Fair View church for their good 'treatrnen~ .and hogpitality 
during our stay in their church. 

• COM.MITTEE REPORTS 
'1. . ' ;,__ '. • ' 

• . ' " .• - ' • • 4 ) ! 

RESOLUTIONS 
; . ~-:· .: "": -

· . No. ·l( . Be it resolved, that each male member of the 
Free- Will Baptist in 'tl1e · Little Missouri River Ass'lciatiori. ~ 

I ' ~ ..-1 •'I ··t-'/f . 'l'·"'t • · · · 

shall pay $1.00 per year for a building asd repair fund. Be , , 
- -.·•-•'. .,_,-

it furthei reeolved, that this fund can. not be· used for any 
other cause or in any other Association. . . . ' 

No.2. Be it resolved that no church in the bounds of . . 
the Little Missonri ~iver Association shall have the right to 

' . ... •' ! •" . . ' 

. call a pastor without first promising him a reasonable com- · · 
pensation for his servlces;· "'Be it further resolved that any 

__ •• , r,,,._ <t- 1 --!:t." . 
church fa1hng or refusmg to· pay the amount guaranteed,· . 

·, .... ,,., ·•· -. • ll' ~ .,,,..,,,.I ·o o 

shall be dealt with by th1s Assoc1atwn. ·· . . . 
' " . ' .. . ,_ •' ''\ ' 

Be it f.urther resolved, thar any'minister accepting such 
' call shall fail or refm:e 'to go'and discharge his 'duty as pas, .. · 

tor of the church, shall be (It!·alt'\vith'by this Association. 
Com:- M.S. Almond: G:Il. 'Thomas; :J. H. Tedder. 

. ' ' I . " ~ -~ •. , .. . . 
FINANCE . 

We find in the hands of the delegutes $19.00 for minute 
fund as follows: . 

Glenwood Church, 
Rocksprings, 
Thomas, 
Fairvie;v, 
Mount .Joy, 

• 

Pleasant Grove No. 2, 
Ida, 
Pleasant Grove No.-1, 
Mount Zion, 

$8.00 
1.00, 
1.75 
150 
2.00 
2.00 
. 50 

2.00 
.25 

' 

Total amount for minutes, $19.00 
E. A. Pierce, Chairman. 

l 
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' 

• 
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6· 
QUERY AND R2:~Uf:ST 

We recommenri that we have three Quart(•rly MPetings. 
The first one to he· held with Mount Joy, be[~inning on 
Thursday night before the 5th Sanday in November, 1925. · . . 

The sec"Jnd one with Pleasant Grove No. 1 ii"t New Hope 
' . . . ' - \ . 

:Ark , beginning on Thursday n i?\h t before the Sr h S11ndR y in . . ' . 

january, 1926. The third one with the Thornag church, 2 
miles east of H\Jpper, Ark , b~ginni.1g on Thursdny. night 

befme the 5th Sunday in May, 1926. 
The report was accepted and Committee di~chargHI. . - . . 

By motion and second Elrl J. R Ed Nards wa<; electf'd 

as delegate to the State Assot:iatinn and sent uninstr11cted . 
. . ' . 

SU~WA Y SCHOOLS 

We, your Committee on Sunday Sehnols, brg lern·e to 
report as f0l!ows :- -

. ' 

We know that the Sundnv School is n ~~reat stny in the . . 
church, nnd that the future of t.he church rl!ll1lt cnrnc f•om. 

' ' . ' ' . ' 

the 1ising generation. and in-order tn have a stron[~ church 
, . . , 

·we must t~ach our children and there i,; no grenter snllrcf!. 

through which this can he dPne tlinn the .Sunday ~chool. 
Therefore, we recomme1id that the pastor lmo laity use 

their means to establish and maintain these Schools thnt 
we may teach the Free Will Baptist dol·tline in our Suuduy 
Sceoo\:s as far as possible, .and that evf'ry men:brr of the 
Fre:JWillBaptist church help upbuild Sunday Schoblfl. 

· · J. R. Sevier. Chairman 
' 

TE:\1PERANCE • 

• 

We your Committee on Ternpemnce Leg !favr ton rcrt 
as follows:- . 

We can notplace too hi):!h an e~timate on thifl flnbjrct. 
-That it is indispensih\e to tbe w~ll bting in· t hi1; lifto a Pel· 

in the life to come. Intemper~>nce is di~lnyal ro till fnws of 
natnre and unmoral as well.·· It i5 always hurtful am! many 
tirries destructive to· the soul nnJ body Thert'~on>, \~·e - . 

. urgP. total·abstinance Hnd t'JHt nll Chri~th•FR tal P. peri in 
. 

·assisting fallen men and Nn:n •n fnm its h1ii,-!'1·in;J in:luere. 
" 

• 

• 
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.7 
We respectfully d:.-maud tbat ttach minister in this Ar.socia­

. tion preach·at ·lemt three S('l'tr.n;s Each Yftif B~&imt in-
temperance. S gned: \V.Z. Mayes; J. R. Sevier. 

MINISTERS REPORTS 

Report of Eld. J, A. Kllrr, Oequeen, Ark. P. 0. Box 1 .. 
. . . 

To the Little Missouri River Association:- Greetings 
in 'esm name. I am glad to state· that I still have sal· 
vation. How~ver, I have· not had a chance. to do very 
much preaching. I have only preached 10 sermons, and 

. . ' 
traveled about 200 miles, going to and from my appoint-

. meni:s; and leceivecl as collection for my service $5 66. 
I am vour Brother in Christ. -

Report of]. H. Buzbe~. Ida La .. 
To the honorable body of the Free Will BaptistA-sso­

ci>ttion:· I beg to confess that I have not done much only 
live close to my Lord hoping to do more, which is my 
determination. ·Pray for me. 

Report of]. W Wood, Kibly, Ark." 
. . 

I beg len.ve to report as a Free Wdl Baptist minister: 
I have done my best to preach as often as possible. I· am 
living for our Lord. I h:we m:uried 3 or 4 couple~; 
buried none; dismissed none; traveled about 400 miles' by· 

. rail; collected $21.30; and have one ap"pointment. 

Report of W. E. Pinkerton, Athens, Ark. · · 
. . 

I beg leave to report as follows for the year:- ·I have 
tried to:preach 26 times; traveled about 245 ·miles; and 
have received $4.20.. I pray God that I may be able to do 
more in the futu~e than I have in the past ... 

. . ' -

Report.of J. R Edwards, Glenwood~ Ark. P.O. Box 125. 
Sermons preached 212; conversions 104; bapized. 50; 

' . . . . ' . . -

miles traveled 3,000; churches organized none; funerals 
. . . .. . . - - . ' . ' 

preached 1; marriages performed 1; mo"ney received for .. 
marriages $3.00; money received for pastoral ~ork $468.00;. 
free will offerings $155.30; money recei~ed fo'r church 'build­
ing $167.75; appointments mi~sed 1; members received 82 . 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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• 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS AND P. 0. 

Eld. J. H.· Coffman, 

.. -·· J. A. Barton, 

,. ]. A. Fox, 

, W. E. Pinkerton, 

, -E. W. Hill. 

.. 
" 

William Porter, 

E. j' O'Neal, 

, C. D. Fox 

• • J. R. Edwards, 

Antlers, Okla. 

Antlers, Okla . 

Unknown. ·. 
' 

Athens, Ark. 

Langley, Ark. 

Hopper, Ark, 

Daysey, Ark. 

Kirby, Ark. 

, Glenwood, Ark. 

• • 
ORDAINED DEACONS AND P .. 0 . 

Bro. w.c. Bell, · 

... Bob Sharp, 
.. . E .. A, Pierce, 

.. ]. H. Tedder,· 

]. H. Lawless, 
Chas. Vaught,. 

, . I.! J. Brooks, 

.. .. 
, · · R A. Self, 
, · R. K. Berry, 
, · E. D. O'Neal. 
, · Rufe Plyl~r. 

• 
. 

Forman, Ark . 
New Hope, Ark. . ' . ~ 

, Hopper, Ark. 

Daysey, Ark . 

, Glenwood; Ark. 
.:Langley, Ark . 

Glenwood, Ark. 
· Glenwood, Ark. 
. Glenwood, Ark. 

· Glenwood, Ark. 
Glenwood, Ark. 

---~~----

.CONSTITUTION· . . ' - ' 

; 

' 

• • 

From long experience we, the members of the Church 
of God (denominated Free Will Baptists), being regu­
larly baptized upon a profession of our faith in J esul! 
Christ, and being convinced of the necessity of a combi. 
nation of churches to. perpetuate a union and communion 
amongst us, and to preserve and maintain correspondence 

. with each other, do therefore ordain this Constitutio:u 
for our better church government. 

·1. The Association shall be composed of member~o 
chosen by the different churches of our Union, not ex 

• 

• 
• 

. ' 

• 

\ 

• 
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-- ()ceding three messengers from each church, and upon 
prcducing letters they shall he entitled to seats. ·All or 
dained ministers of said Union shall be regular memberh 
when present by virtue of their office. 

2. The members thus chosen and couventd in Little 
Missouri River Association of the Church of God (dmom­
inated Free Will Baptists), being composed of the sundr) . . . ' ' 

churches in Little Mo River A&sociation, the Ass'n having 
no power to lord it over God's heritage nor have anJ _ 
ecclesiastical power over the churches, reserving the 
right of expel from any church becoming disorderly. 

3: Letters from different churches are to express 
" . ' -

their number in fellowship, the number received by expe 
rience, letters of recommendation, dismissed or excluded, 
restored and. tlJOse who have died since the last Assoeia 
tieu. 'rhe churches, in sendil1g their letters may senei 
Obituaries -of any members· who have died during the 
year that we may keep up the :Memorial of our Dead. 

' 4. The Association to have a Moderator, Clerk and 
Treasnrer, who are to be chosen by the suffragemember::; 
present. · · · 

. . 

5. Newly constituted .ehnrehes may be admitted to 
the association, which are to petition by letter and dele 
gates, and ~f upon examination they are found to be or. 

· thodox imd orderly they inay be received into 'the associa­
. tion, the l\Ioderator gi_ving -the right hand of fellowship . 

. 6. No qnestion from any church shall come under 
the ·consideration of the ·Association unless it has been -

. · first· discussed in its own church. · 
. ,. . . 

7. · Every motion made and seconded shall come un. 
der the 'consideration of the Association, except it b~ 
withdrawn l1y the member who made it. 

8. TJJC Association is to endeavor to furl:1ish the 
chvrches with ·minutes of the Association in proportion 
t ··~ the number of members in each church, the distribu. 
tion to_.be nt the discretion of the Association. . .. 

· 9. ·.It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regu. 
iur file of the miuntes of the· Association on a book to be 
kept· by the Association for this purpose. 

10. · The minutes of the Association shall be read and· 
C'Orrected, if necdeu, and signed by the l\1oderator and 
Clerk before the close of the Association. 

11. ·.Amendments to the Constitution may be made· 
. rdwn necessary by a .majority. of the members· present. 

~-.- . . • ..•• ' '< ...... ,.~ .... ··--- .• , . . -
• 

• 

• 

• 

' 
• 
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THE LAW OF THE LCRD'S SUPPER 
' . ' . 

(By ltev. Wm. Mankii1.) 
Tl:e 'Lord's supper was instituted for God's people. They 

dl have equal rights to the supper, and the right is a birth­
r':.;ht.. "For !Jy one spirit we are all baptized into one body." · 
l Cor. 12:13. This is noL water baptism, but spiritual bap­
Lsm. Again, Christ says: "I am the door, by me if any man 
enter 'in he shall .be saved." John. 10:9. "He that entereth 

' 

not by the door into the sheep fold, but climbeth up some 
otne<· way, the same is a thief ami a robber." John 10:1. Christ 
is not water baptism, yet he is "the door.'' There is but one 
doo1·, and Christ s;,;ys he is that door, and he that cometh in 
a~ t11e uoor sc;ou!d have :iull. fellowship. and equal rights with 
all otilel.' Chl·;stians. "Let a man examine himself, and so 
let him eat of that bread and drink .of that cup; for he that 
'!ateth and drinketh umvorthily eateth and drinketh damnation 
to him:oelf," not the church, but to himself. ·It is a personal 
matter in judging and eating. Tile church that does judge · 
and e:·:clude any of God's. people ·is not acting in keeping with 
the instructions givm by the. church at Corinth. To thus judge 
and exclude one· of the children of God is to offend the child 

· w judged and excluded. Now, listen to Christ: "He that of­
fends one of these little cnes that believe in me, it were bet­
ter for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and 
that he; were drowned in the depths of the sea.'' Matt. 18:6; 
I Cor. 10:30; 13::52. It is contended that they of the same 
faith and ol·der should be entitled to partake of the Lord's 
supper. I admit that Christ is the true faith, and his church 

· true order, and that faith is· the means' by which men belong 
to· the true order. If this i~ vvhat is meant by the same. faith, 
we shalL not vbject, we are agreed. But if sect is referred to, 
we object .. As to o1·der, if nothing but gospel order is meant, 
very well; but "'e do not believe that one child of God should 
dictate just what. another should believe or what church he 
should belong to in order that he may be in the right church, 

' . . 
for the visible church is. but an organic body of, Christians, 
and placing your name on the church book of the best church 

I . . ' -

on earth does not make you a Christian. The eunuch that be--' ' 

lieved and was baptized, what church did he join? Here is . 
. faith and here. is order. . Now we ask if the eunuch were to · 
wish to commune with some of the churches,· would he be ai-· 
lowed the right? N (); he i;; not the same faith and order, yet 
he :s admitted. in heaven, .but could not be admitted to a sec" 
tarian table. At the Lord's table all his people have a perfect 
right, be he -who he may,. and when the supper is set, and all 
of· God's people are not invited, it is not the Lord's, but a 

_·sectarian supper. "So we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and cv.:!ry. one .members one of another ... (Rom. 12 :5), and the .. - ' . ' ' . 
way we· become. one body is by being baptized into that body, 

~r·. _•--

and, of course, this is spiritual baptism. He that gets in by 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-

• 
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water baptism, the same is a thief and a robber, and when any 
one gets into that body in a way he has a .legal right to all the 
l..;:.;neftts and p1'nileges of tllat body. ·"For we being many, are 

. one bread and one body, for we are all partakers of that one 
bread/' Cvr. J.U;l'l~ }Jy pnrtald:1g '""~/e exhibit a, oneness of 
that body. Who is meant by "we"? It certainly ·means all 
Christians of all ages. . "When yo:1 eom3 together, tarry one 
fur· nnotner, be ot one -r~1in:i," but !et tne \'v ord ot Gou .con­
troi t. c mind. If it harl ever been inten~!e:l. by the Savior. 
tha:: the suppe:· should b::! guarded, as some attempt to guai:d .· 

·it, God would have endo\veJ the judges with power to discern 
the pme from the impure, But the standpoint from which to 

. judge is water baptism, and a legal administration of the same. 
So, if baptism by immersion, and a legal administration, this 
settler{ the matter, and Christian character is left entirely out, 
by which some make a wodul mistake; for, after all this pre­
caution, some have been found unworthy of the least of the 
privileges of any church. To admit immersion to be the only 
mode of baptism, and a true believer receiving it, is this not 
all right? Some would answer, "If by a legal administrator, 
this is all that is wanting." Is it not purely a personal matter? 
So it· is the duty of the preacher to baptize, and of the>ap­
plicant to be baptized. When this is done, each has performed 
a personal duty. If I had never been baptized and had to 
wait until I found one whom I knew to be a legal administrator, 
I would never be baptized at all, as I cannot know the heart 
of mnn. Two acting in concert, one acting in good faith and 
the other not. Every Christian is strictly responsible· for his 
o'vn acts, and not for another.· Simon the sorcerer, "be­
lieved and was baptized,'' and that by a legal administrator, 
llnd vet it was discovered that he was not a Christian. 86 we . 
see baptism by a Je~al administration does not confer any 

·claims to Christian rights, as this proves it to be a personal 
matter; for we· cleal'ly see that the apostle, inspired as. he 
was, did not discover the evil of Simon's heart; neither can 
we know the heart of man. When we do our duty, it is otirs; 

• 
when an applicant, it is his. So we find that repentance, faith, 
baptism and Christian duties, all are ·personally accountable 
to God and not to man. Various are the opinions of men, and 
the way \Ye nccount for them is in the capacity of men; and 
If we use the capacity God h:1s given we do not think that we 
should be eternally condemned. for what we ·.cannot help. The 
church of Christ is divided into many members, but is one spir­
itual hodv ·and Christ the head; and. they should have the 
same care for each other that the fleshy body has for its mem-

. bel·s. Should Christians commune together at the Lord's table 1 
"What Gud hath joined together let. no man put. asunder." 
Christians do all feel alike if they do not think alike. · They 
can· p:::-each together, sing and Jove together, and should they 
not commune togeth2r? Then a union and free communion· is 
fo1·cei upon us. Christ said he would drink no more of tne 

' . ~-

fruit of the vine until he should driuk it anew in his kingdom. 
~" nsscmble:l at God's table in heavell, so. should .we be on earth. 

. J . 
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.~, ,· .............. ~ 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
. . . 

. 1. \V c believe in· one true and living God, Father, 
don and Holy Ghost, and these three are one in Divine 
Essence, power and glory.-Rom. 1 :20; John 1 :1. 

~- We believe that the Scriptures of the old and 
c:cw Testament is the '\Vord of God, and the only infalli­
ble rule of faith aud practice.-II. Tim. 3 :IG-17; 2 Pet. 
., ,'11 
...L·-. • 

. 
:J. ·webelieve that God created man good, gave him -

holy comnwndments whereby he should live holy, but·. ·'­
man Yolnntarily disobeyed the commandments af· 'God:· l 

transgressed the law and fell mider· tlie 'jnst: ·conclemna-· . .­
tion of the same, whereby all mankind arc sitiners, · uot. L 

by constraint but by choice; being partakers of the sin-· ·· 
ful nature attained .by the fall, and that mawis unable to· ·' 
;;ave himself with his own power, but we sec Jesus· for 
:he suffering of death crowned 'with glory that He, by. 
the grace of God, tasted death for every mau.-Gcri. 1 :31; 
Hebrew 2 :9. . . , . 

4. We believe that' Christ by his death, burial and · 
resurrection purchased our pardon and offered it freely 
to all mankind upon principles of repentance toward God .. 
and faith in the Lord J csus Christ. He now commands . ' 
all men everywhere to repent; therefore he sayctn. 
"Look unto me and be saved all ye ends of the earth. 
for I am God !ind there is none else. ''~1\fatt. •1 :17; Isa 
45 :22 ; Acts 20 :2f-

5. vV c believe that adult persons must be regen. 
crated and born ·of the ~pirit of :God. if they inherit 
eternal' life.-J ohn~. 3 :3; Rom. 5 :1-13. · 

6. We· believe th~t infmi.ts and idiots are saved up 
on the Inerits ·o~ <the Son of Go(L-.Tonah 4 :11 ; Mark 
10:14; Luke 18:16. · . .... , ;.· .. ·' . 

\ . . . . . ' ' -

7. . We believe that ull Qln·.istians should persevcr~ 1 

in grace and be faithful to tHe end, if they inherit eternal 
life, for "blessed are .they. thrt, .do His eOI_nnuinclments 
i lwt they may have nght to.J)l,C, ~ree of life, and may 
enter through the gates o_f the q1ty. "-Hcv. 2~ :14. 

' . 

·--8~ol.\Ve believe that 1wpt}.sn;·, by immcr;,;icu is tl:e 
apostolie1D,)._qdc,. even the buri-al of the believer in watc;· 
:md that Christ who is our life, showed this hnmh'e e:;: 

• 

• 

• 
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ample to His chiltlren. and bids us walk therein.-Johr;. 
~ :22: ).latt. 3 :16; Roman. 6 :2-2-5; l\Iatt. 28 :19-20. 

9. We believe that God in His Goodness display~> 
Hi:-; power of grace to a great degree in calling and quali . 
fying His servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and 
tllc .instruction of His word to go forth and proclaim lifE~ 
rnd salvation without price. He bids .us freely come, and 
'!Otl1ing prevents the salvation of any but their own stub 
horn rebellion and sinful refusal to come.-I. Cor. 12 :3; 
Eph. 3:7; Hev. 22:17. 

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Suppe1 
and the washing of the saint's feet, and keeping of the 
Lord's Day holy and abstaining from worldly lusts are 
Gospe,l Ordinances and earnal cares, and to assemble our .. 
selves together are ornaments which prepare and beauti. 
fy the soldiers of the cross to march on in the· army o± 
the Lord.-l\Iatt.. 26 :28; ~ J olm 13 :4-5. · 

. 
11. We believe that none have a right to baptism, 

only those who have obtained a living hope in the Lord 
.Tcsus, and none have tl!e right to administer the same 
only those who are called of God and have come under 
the hands of the presbetery of the elders; and each 
church ought to have a pastor, deacons and clerk· choseit 
by the church and continue in office during the good 
pleasure of the same; and in dealing . with disorderly 
members, reference should be had to the 18th chapter ot 
l\Iatthcw and· other scriptures relative to dealing with 
disorderly members .. In all cases· a majority shall. rule . 
except in receiving members, which shall be unanimous 
-Titus 1 :5; Acts 14- :23, II. Cor. 6 :6. 

] 2. W c l1elieve it is the duty of each church to as­
semble themselves together once a month, and that it is 
the duty of the pastor of the church when setting forth 
the Lord's Supper and washing the saints' feet to let a 
man examine himself and so let him eat.-I. Cor .. 11:17-
28; Hebrew 10:26. · 

13 .. \V e believe in the resurrection of the dead, both 
the just and the unjust .. The resurrection of the just to 
glory and immortality in the presence of. God; the unjust 
to everlasting shame and _banishment from the presence 
of God.-M-'att. 25 :31; I. Cor. 15 :42-45; II. Thess, 1:11; 
Job 19:2. , 
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FOHl\I OF C.HUHCH LETTER TO ASSOCIATION. 

From ______ ---··------------------- to the Church of God 
(denominated free Will Baptists) Little Ma. River Ass'n. 

·Dear Srethren :- We send as Messengers to your body; Bros. 

-----------~-------------·-------------------------- ~ 

Days ofmeeting -----------~----- -----------~-------
Present pastor ___________ ~ __________________ .; _____ -·- __ 

Pastor elect ______ -----~ __________________ ----.···-----

------~---------------------------------------------~ 

(If any minister belonging:tn the blldy state here) 

-------------·----------------------------------------
(Here give the standing and state whether worthy 

or uw worthy of certificate.) 
Members r@ceived ______ by letter-~ ___ .. by statement _____ . 
excluded _______ dismissed by letteq- -------died ______ _ 
Total member~hip -------paid pastor$ _______ for Minutes 
$ ______ Associational purposes$ ______ Number enrolled in 
Sunday School_ _____ We have. _____ prayer meeting ___ _ 

Re mar ]\S: -- -- -- -- -- -- --- - -- -- ._--- ------------ ----- . - _-
Done in conference by the church set_ _____________ before 
the ___________ Lord·s day in _____ -----"-------- 192 __ _ 
_ _ ____ -"'-- ____________ Clerk, ___________ ~ _____ Moderator 

• 

LETTER OF DISMISSION .. 

· 'l'hib is to certify that. ....................... 1~ 11 

member in good standing of the Free\vill Baptist Church of· . . . 
• • 

Christ at ----------------------• and as such we recom-
mend him (or her) to the fellowship of God's people, and is 

. dismissed from us Trhen united with another church. 

D9ne in Church Conference this . . .. day of ..... 19 ... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . · ..... . :1Iodorator: .......... ~ .. . C1r-rk. 

FORM OF DEACON'S LETTERS 
. This is to certify that Brother -----------~is a worthy 

• 

deacon of our church and we recommend him as being , 
worthy of his calling .. 

Done by order of church in conference __________ l 92 __ _ 
................. · ..... Pastor .................... ClCJ.·~.;: 

-
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• 

• 
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li"'REEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH UOVENANT . 

. 

Having ginm oursch·es to God by faith in Christ an(, 
adopted the 'Nord of God as our rule of faith and prac­
tice, we now give ourselves to one another by the will of 

• 

·God in this solemn covenant. \Ve promise by His grace 
to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid all appear­
ance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusement, and 

\ . 

unholy conformity to tlh~ world, from all sanction of the 
use and sale of intoxicating beverages, aud to "provid-2 
things honest in the sigh! of all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligation 11. 

reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 
fnmily devotion, and social worship, and ·by selL-dcHiill 

·faith and· good works. t·ndea vor to ''grew in grace atl! i · 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, .Jesus Christ." 
\V c will not forget the assembling of ourselves together 
for church conferences public worship, and the observ­
ance· of 'the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay ac­
cording to our ability for the support of the church, of . ' . 
Its poor, and all Its benevolent work. 'vV e agree to ac-
cept Christian' admonition and reproof with meekness, 
and to watch over one another in love, endeavorin6 to 
"keep the unity of the Spirit',' in the bond of peace, to 
be careful of one another's happiness aml reputation, and • 
seck to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, ad­
monish the erring and a:;; far as able, promote the success 
of the church and of tlJC Gospel. \Ve will everywhere 
hold Christian principles sacred and Cbristi:m obliga­
tions ~md enterprises supreme; counting it our chief bus­
iness in life to extend the influence of Christ in society: 

· constantly praying .nnd toiling that the Kingdom of God 
may come, and His will. be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the pt·omotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support 
of missions, the success of Sabbath Schools and evangel­
ical efforts for the s:tlvr.tion of souls and the conversion 
of the 'vorld, ::mel may the God of pence s:;nctify ns w11 olly 
and prr-serve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
.J csus Christ . 
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· RULES OF ORDER • ' . 
. 

l. . At every sitti11g business shall· be 
concluded bv nrayer bv the l\Iod~rntor or 

opened and 
.... .... . ~ ~ 

·he may 1'equcst . 
"'~ 1) rlllls"' ~~: ·e'" \"1~~"- vi..-~ ... 

• 

2. Ministers present, invited to seats, arc allowed 
·to take part in debate on all subjects, and to vote . 

., 
0 • 

era tor . 
, · bates. 

• 

'l'hose who speak shall rise and address the l\Iod-
Personal reflections shall be avoided in all de-

• 

4. · No motion shall be dismissed without being sec­
. onded: 

• • 

. · 5. 'When a motion has been made and seconded and. 
a member opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall put 
the question: "Shall it be discussed?" If negative the 
rpwstion shall be dismissed. · 

• 

G. If any proposition: or mOtion under debate con" 
'tains two or more points, it shall· be divided at the re 
quest of any member nud a vote taken. . 

7 . Motions made and lost shall not be 
. 

recorded. 

8. No ouc shnll speak more than twice' on any sub­
ject without special leave of the l\Ioderator. 

. . ' 

9. All questions decided by a majority of the mem- . 
hers present. · 

. 10. No member shall absent himself. ·without special 
leave of the l\Iodcrator. · . . 

. 11. 
before 

' . 

'Minutes shall be leisprely read and· corrected 
the ·close of the Associatioi1 if neeessarv. 

• • 

12. In the future meetings ·of the Association, ar. 
eangementsshall he made to insure· two or more sermon>. 
each day, or othei· equivalent devotional exercises. · · 

. . 

· 13. The Rules of Order shall be distinctly read fron, 
• • 

the chair immediately after the organization of the A~­
~ociation. 

• 
' 

. 14. Alterations may he made 
• • 

in these nlles at mn 
regular session of the Association. • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 
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