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CHURCH CONFERENCE 
1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been concluded and generally 

then.) 
2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 
3. Open the door for the reception of members, and read over min-

utes c.f last conference. 
4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgements. 
6. For reference of deferred business. 

, 7. For matte~ of dealing which are in order to come before tht! 
.:hurch. 

8. For miscellaneous business. 
: 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed·with prayer. 
2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of min­

Isters and delegates enrolled. 
3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by 

ballot. 
4. Call for Petitionary Letters. 
5. Invite ' ' isiting brethren to seats with us. 
6. Call for Corresponding Messengers. 
7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominationilf. Litera­

ture; (c) Temperance; (d) Church and Destitution; (e) Education; (f) Min­
isters; (g) Sunday Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance. 

8. Unfinished business. 
9. Report of Committees. 

10. l\>1iscellaneous- business. 
11. Adjournmenl 
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PR~EEDINGS 

FRIDAY MORNING. OCT. 16, 1936 

The thirtieth session of the Litje RiVer Association o! the United Free 
Wil! Baptists convened with PUie Lev~ Church, Worth County, Georgia. 

The Intftlductory Sermon was preached by Rev: Byron C. Davis. Text: 
Luke 18th chapter, 11th verse. 

Noon. Good dinner served and enjoyed. 
Called to order by the Moderator. 
Scripture lesson presented by the Moderator, 51st chapter Psalms. 
Sang hymn 356, "1 Feel Like Traveling On." 
Prayer by Bro. John Wilson. 
Invited visiting. brethren and sisters to seats with us. 
Called for letters U"om the churches. Received 11 letters. Read by 

Rev. N. H. Parrish and J. A. Pope and delegates seated. Oak Grove church 
received by proxy, (Rev. J. C. Arnold.) 

· Elected officers by ballot as follows: 
Rev. J. D. Little, Moderator. 
Rev. Byro,n C. Davis, Assistant Moderator. 
B. Baker,' Clerk and Trtksurer. · 
Called for Petitionary Letters. Received Jetter !rom the Union ."u;.: 

sociation dismissing Neil's Chapel church ft:orn the Union. Also received.­
a letter from St. Paul church asking to be dismissed !rom the Little River 
Association. Their request was granted. 

Called for Corresponding Messengers. Chattahoochee Association, 
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn; from Georgia Union, Rev. Neil H. Parrish. Received 
by the Moderator extending the right . hand of fellowship to them. 

Appointed CommitlE:es as follows: 
PREACHING-T. D. Parry, Aubrey Cowart and C. E. Crosby. 
DENOMINATIONAL LITERATlJRE-J. A. Pope, A. P. O'Kelly and 

F. C. Douglas. . 

TEMPERANCE-Slayton Hays, Mollie Best, Maggie L, Griffin, Mrs. 
W. R. Graham, Sister Lora Davls, Fannie Davis, · L. W. Chafin, Robert 
Ethridge, F. M. Rogers, W. L. Weeks. Barnom Jones, T. M. Giddens, J. W. 
Wilson, N. T. Brooks, Alvy Purvis and J. L. Hartsfield. 

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION-L. S. Davis, J. D. Hall and J. D. 
~~ - J 

MINISTERS-H. G. Branon, J. M. Tucker, Mrs. Dora Akins, Vernon 
Best, William Lewis, Sister Nell Douglas, J. M. Hartsfield and w. N. Wilson. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL-Miss Linnie Mae Giddens, Mrs. Joe Mart:n•and 
Mrs. Carson Parrish. 

RESOLUTJONS-J. B. Kennon, H. C. Corbett, Macom Paulk, Jeff 
Giddens and G. W. Cowart. 

FINANCE-E. G. Wright, Carson Parrish and Patrdrd Hiers. 
On motion suspended regular business and took up miscellaneous. 
On motion paid Clerk $10.00 lor his services. Ordered 300 minutes 

printed. 

On motion paid CorresP,onding Delegates e:xpenses as follows: Paid 
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn $3.00; Rev. Neil H. Pan·ish, $1.50. 

On motion ~eturned correspondence to sister associations. 

TO CHATTAH00CHEE--Rev. John R. Weeks and Bro. C. E. Crosby. 
Next session to -convene with Mt. Olive church, Thursday ni.ght before first 
Sunday in October, 1937, !our miles south of Reynolds, Taylor County, Ga. 

TO UNION-Bros. C. E. Crosby and J. A. Pope. "· 
TO GEORGIA UNION-Rev. Mack Goff. Next session to convene 

with Mt. Arat·au churc:h six miles north of Milan, Dodge county, Georgia, 
Friday before 2nd Sunday in October 1937. 

SOUTH GEORGIA-Bro. Jeff Giddens. 
On motion received minu:es of the Preachers ;md Deacons meeting. 

Ordered recorded. 

APRIL 30, 1936 

The Preachers and Deacons meeting convened wl:h Cool Spt•ings 
church. Electe~ J. L. Hartsfield, chairman; B. Balter, Clerk. 

Sang hym01 No. 246, "Not Made With Hands." 
S:Jbject: "What ls the Unpardonable Sin?" intelligently discussed by 

Rev. J . D. Little. Scripture, Mark 3rd chapter and Luke 12th. chapter. 
Noon. Dinner served. 
Called to ordet· by the· Chairman. 
Prayer by Rev. J. D. Little. 

.. 

SubjP.ct: 14th article of Faith (suppos~d condit ion), presented by 
Rev. W. L. Harrell and disc~sed·by all who wished ·to speak. 

The meeting enjoyed and beneficiaJ to all that attended. 
The next session to convene with Pine Level church, Thurs~ay b': 

fore l!it Sunday in May 1337 at 10 a. m. Re:ained L. W. Ca.fin, H. E. \ll{ilhs 
and B. Balter as Program Committee. 

J. L. HARTSFIELD, Chairman 
B. BAKER, Clerk. I 

On motion elected Ordaining Coundl as follows: Rev. J. D. Little, Rev. 
John R. Weeks, Rev. H. J . Griffis, Rev. John C. Arnold and Rev. Byron 
c. Davis and all five be notified of ordaining meeting anli not less thar. 
three act. . 

Moved and carried that the association adjourn untiJ 9:00 a. m. 
sa·.urday morning. 

REV. J. D. LITTLE. Moderator. 
B. BAKER. Clerk. 

SATURDAY. OCT. 17. 9.00 A. 1\1:. 

Called to order by the Moderator. 
Sang Hymn No. 264. "The Unclouded Day." 
Prayer by Rev. Mack Goff. 
Received reports o! Comn;iltees as follows: 
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UNION I\IEETING, DISTRICT NO. 1 
Collected 
Paid out .............................. .......................................... .................... .. 

$37.51 
21.2'7 

BaJance 

Collected 
Paid out 

........................... ~.................. $16.24 
B. BAKER, Clerk. 

UNION 1\IEETING, DISTRICT NO: 2 
$61.61 
38.20 

Balance !. ............................ :,. ........... , ...................... - .......................... $23.41 
MISS RUTH KINON, Clerk 

P REACIDNG 
Friday night, Rev. Neil H. Parrish, Rev. J . C. Arnold. . 
Saturday, 11:00 a. m. Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, Rev. J. D. Ltttle. 

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE 
We your Comm.ittee recommend that Free Will Baptist literature be 

used in all of our Sunday Schools. 
We appoint Rev. J . R. Weeks to preach the next Introductory Sermon. 
Wf.' recommend the next association go to Orange Grove church. 

A. P. O'KELLY, . Chairman. 

TEMPERANCE 
We your Committee on Temperance knowing the inclination of man 

has aiways been to drift l!ackwa.rd we earnestly plead with our mem­
l>ers that they aJways ab:;t:lin irom strong drinks, and no( only strong drinks 
but oiher devices of :tllurements that are being set up in our midst, and 
that wc aJways stand !or the thin:;s that tend to build character and Chris­
ti:tnity in our young boys and girls. 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. W. CHAFIN, Chairman. 

CHURCHES AND DESTITlJ'l'ION ' 
We your Committee find all church~ in good order and with Pastors as 

tar as we know. 
L. S. DAVIS, Chairman. 

/ !IIINISTERS 
We the Co)llmittee find all Ministers in good standing as far as wi'! 

know. 
Wm. WILSON, Chairman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
We your Committee make the following report: We find two churche.s 

reporting Sunday Schools. 

1 

. We recommend that the pastors of the various churches encourage 
the Sabbath Schools more, also that they preach at least one sermon on 
Sunday Schools and their benefits, and that the deacons and members co­
operate with the pastors in securing a Sabbath school in each church . 

MRS. JOE MARTIN, Chairman. 

RESOLUTION 
We your Committee do hereby earnestly request, that all the mem­

r..ers of the Little River Association refer to, study and put into practice 
.- the contents of our minutes !or the past five years. 

H. C. ::::ORBITT, Chairman. 

FINANCE 
.· 

We your Committee find collected........ .. ....................... - .. ..... $59.25 
Less due Treasurer from 1935 ....................................................... ... 8.29 

Balance on hand October li, 1936......... .. ......................... .. . $50.96 
1936 Minutes .................... ...... ................. ........... .. $30.00 
Clerk .......... ............ ..... .. .. .......... .. ........................... 10.00 
W. R. Lawhorn .............. ......................... ....... .. ... 3.00 
N. H. Parrish ........ ........ ...... .... ......... ................... 1.50 
Postage ....... ........ ~_.... ......................................... 1.50 

I $46.00 
$46.00 

Balance in Tr easury .............. .. ........................................ s 4.96 
CARSON PARRISH, Chairman. 

Saturday noon ·dinner served. 
Saturday aftetncon caJled to order by the Moderator. 
Prayer by l:!ro. Jeff Giddens. 
On motion, changed the days or this association meeting 

and Friday. 
to Thursday 

~ 

received $8.04, Took free will offering for old Bro. M . F. Cason and 

CARD OF THANKS 
We the Mini~ters, De!egates and Visitors or the L!ttle River Asso::ia­

tion humble our bearts in u1anks to Pine Level Church and lis host of 
friends !or 'their kindness and care for us while with them. May God's 
r1chest blessings abide with them ' till we meet 'again is our prayers. 

B. BAKER. Clerk. 

On motion referred the repairs of Shady Grove church back to the 
chw·ch and union meeling of the I dis ' rict. Also referred the repairs of 
Oak Grove church back to the church and union meeting of the 2 district. 

Moved and carried to adjourn to meet with Orange Grove church 
Thursday and Ft·:day before 3rd( Sunday in October 1937, the Lord being 
willing near Hahira, Lowndes OQ.lmty, Georgia. 
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Closing prayer by Bro. H. C. Corbitt. 
. REV. J. D . LITTLE Moderator, 

Ashburn, Ga. 
B. BAKER, Clerk & Treas. 

Ellerrton, Ga. 

ROLL OF DELEGATES 
COOL SPiUNGS-L. W.4..Chafin,, Robert Ethridge, F . M . Rogers, W. L . 

Weeks, E . G. W1·ight, J. A. Pope, R. G. Branon, Barnom Jones and C. E. 
Crospy. 

FRIENDSHIP-F. C. Douglas, Sisters Nell Davis, Fannie Davis, Lin-_.. 
nie Mae Giddens and Jeff Giddens. 

SlSNNY SIDE-T. M. Giddens and William Lewis. 
FOREST HILL-Vernon Best, Mome Best and Slayton Hayes. 
ORANGE GROVE-Mr. and Mrs. Joe Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Carson 

Parrish, J. D . Hall, Miss Maggie Lee Griffin and Pafford Hiers. 
CORINTH- W. L . Akins, J. M. Tucker, Mrs. W. R. Graham and Mrs. 

Dora Akins. 
OZIAS-J. W. Wilson, G. W. Cowart, H. C. Corbett, Aubrey Cowart 

11nd W. N. Wilson. 
PINE LEVEL-T. D. Parry, Macom Paulk, N. T. Brooks; A. P. O'Kelly, 

and J. M. Hartsfield. 
SHADY GROVE-Aivy Purvis and J . D. Goff. 
ZION HILL-L. S. •Davis and J. B . Kennon. 
OAK GRO\TE!-By Pro.xy (Rev. ,T. C. Arnold.) 

)fiNJSTERS AND THEm POST OFFICES 
H. J. Gr iffis, ............ ........... ..................................................... ......... ........... Adel, Ga. 
J. C. Arnold .................................................. ...................... - ......... Millwood, Ga. 
W. A . Bowen .......................... ........ : ....................................................... Axson, Ga. 
W. R. Cato, .............................................. ~ ............................................... Alma, Ga. 
M. F . Cason, ................. .. .... ....................................... ............. -~ .............. Adel, Ga. 
John R. Weeks, ..... - ........................................ ......................... :"Norman Park, Ga. 

· J D. Little, ............................................... ~ .... ........................................ Ashbw·n, Ga. 
Byron C. Davis, ........ ....................... ......................................... ~~ .......... Ty Ty, Ga. 
Seaborn Bowen, ............................... ................................................... Kirkland, Ga. 
T. M. Goff, ............................... ............................................................ : .. Lenox, Ga. 

/ LICENTIATES 
R. P. Pace, .... , .............. , ............ --...c ........ , ............................ ~ ..... .... Moultrie, Ga. 
Charlie Balance, .......... ~........ ...................... .......... . .. ...................... Kirkland, G:i. 

UNION ~ETINGS 

DISTRICT NO. 1 
in 1936 
in 1937 

Corinth ................ .................................. 
1 
..................... Fourth 5th Sunday 

Neil's. Chapel ............... - ...... , ... ........... ........................ Firs t 5th Sunday 
Pine Level ................... ............................... ............. S j:cond 5th Sunday in 1937 

· ··cool Springs ............ ................................................... Third 5th Sunday in 1937 
E'hady Grove ............. ............................................... Fourth 5th Sunday in 1937 

I 

-

~ / 
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DISTRICT NO. 2 
Sunny Side .................. ...................................... .. ...... Fourth 5th Sunday in 1936 
Forest Hill ......................... - .......................................... First 5tl' Sunday in 1937 
Oak Grove ........................... ......... - ... ...... ................ Second 5th Sunday in 1937 
Friendship ...... ~ .............. ~-........ ........ , ...................... Tb.ird 5U' Sunday in 1937 
Ozias ,_ ............... - .............................. ................... - Fourth 5th Sunday in 1937 
Zion Hill ....... ... ~ ......................................... .......... ........ First 5th Sunday in 1938 
Orange Grove ................. _ ............... .. .............. _ .. Second 5tl' Sunday in 1938 

OBITUARIES 
ln memory of our dear Bro. Julian Wilson. Jr. Be was a faithful 

member of Ozias church. He departed this life on Mart.i'l 1st. 1936. He 
was loved by all who knew him. We pray that our loss is Heaven 's gain. 

W. M. WILSON, C . C. 
In memory of our beloved Brother J ames Summerlin. who passed 

from this Ji!e Feb. I lth 1936. He was a faithful member of Sunny S ide 
church. We tn:st our less will be his eternal gain . 

Also with deep sorrow tha t BrotJ,er Joseph Summerlin passed away 
Janunry 25, 1936. We hope c u1· Joss will be h is gain. 

JOHNNIE GOFF, JClerk. 
With deep sorrow we report the death of Sis:er Sabra Griffin, who 

departed this life in May. Several years ago she unite:! with th:s church, 
and always filled her place in the church. We were all made to feel very 
Fad when heat·ing of her death, knowing we h~d lost a fiit!lful member. 
but neverthe less Gt>d 's wi ll must be done. We a1·e m:l.dc to believe that 
ou1· loss on earth will be her gain in heaven. 

MRS . MAMIE MERCER, Clerk Protem. 
Sister Nellie Weeks died Aug. 18. 1!136. She was a good woman ana 

it was s <:d for the church to lese such a regular atlendan ~ as Sister Weeks 
w:~s. May our less be her eternal gain which we believe will be. 

By C. M. CHAFIN. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
C . 111 . Chafin . Norman . Park, Ga. 
. r L. Hart.~lie ld Ty Ty. G~ . 
Wm. W. Bryan ...................... ~.. .. .. .. ....... ,. . ....... Omega, G.i .. 
L. S . Oavls .. ... .......... . ............ ~........... Waresboro, G<~. 

~far! in Corbett ...... -· .. ............. .. .................. . ................... .. ..... .. .. P earson, Gil. 

GOVER NMENT A ND ORDINANCES 
1. We believe ~hat a gospel church. or Church of Carls! , is a co!'lgre­

gat:on of ::h:·istlans cons ' itut::od and ~o,·en~ed according to th~ rules laid 
down in the New Te:;tament. 

2. That these rules requin/ churches to preser ve the form of govern­
ment l\nd the ordin;;nccs of the hfs~ C:Jris ti:l.n churches and to be composed 
of haptized beJ;evers in Christ. 

---

3. That Ote visib le chu"c:h is the aggregate or whole '"u:nber of gospel 
chunhes, a nd lh:lt tl1e .invis:b,e chur::h is composed of t!'le red!!emed now ,.. ' 
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in hcan>n and of such christians on e:lrth as arc not attached to the visible 
church acc:-ording to the gospel J'ulcs. 

4. That the establishment of a central catholic government over the 
visible cl1urch, or any part thc1·eo!. is a device of earthly ambition.' repug­
nant to the Word of God, subservient to the churches and dangerous to the 
liberty of man. 

5. The gospel churches arc the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribunals 
:tuthorized by the Scriptures; and that each church, has the unrestricted 
light to administer its own government without supervision or interference. 
l>ciog under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that if this 
right be sw·ryndered to superintending jurisdiction by deJegatioo or othcr­
w!se, the assemply ceases tb ,be a Gospel church. 

6. The churches may. ne,·ertheless. we suppose, meet by deJeg::~tes, 

!orm an association and declare U1e terms upon which they wi11 keep up 
the correspondence; but that the nght und authority of churches being in.,.....­
alienable, or in no way comp1-ornlsed or hindered by entering into on asso­
ciation. and therefore an association has no auti1ority over churches or ln­
olviduals, their only p ower being to transact business whkh does not pe1~ 
toin to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to promote naturaJ inter­
courses, and a concentration or voluntary effort: and to give that ::~dvice 
to churches which might \\·ith equal authority be given by any individual. 

7. That the authori!y o! the chur;:hes is designatej Cor U1e perpetua­
tion of t.he true religjon of the Gospel, and for the preservation of true and 
orderly bodies of Christians on earth; 'that is fully sumcient for the pur­
pose intended, but that does not extend to persons, property or the con­
science of men in any manner whatsoever. 

8. That t.he only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
~::nd obedience to ~e Gospel, that i::Jith in Christ ne:essarily exists in con­
oection wlth the belie! in tl1e fundamental truths of Chr~tianity, and ti1at to 
prescribe any other requisite ol su . h memj e:ship is an assumption of au· 
thority on the part of the church ::J:ld o de;1arture from U1e Gospel plnn. 

9. Th::~t the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the !?lders 
<~re called bishops or pastors, and. all of the elders are equal in ranlt thouzh 
they may perform different !unctions- since some may be bishops or p~s­
tors of particular churches, while others may be simple elders, h::~ving no 
pastor::Jl charge. , 

10 That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to te:tchin'!. 
exhortation and rebuke, but. no furt her: that he cannot perform any acts 
that belong to the authority or U1e church- such as the reception o! mem­
bers into the church compact, or t.he expulsion of offende.s; that as a mem­
ber of thC: church, he is not more than any other member, and 'u he is guilty 
of transgression he is to Sl!' brought to trial before his brethren and con­
victed or acquilted in U1e same manncr as if he were a priv:~te person: yet 
we th!nk it prudent to call in advismy help especially if the minister is 
to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in water in 
the name o.t the Father and or the Son and o! the Holy Ghost. 

12. That t.he Lord's Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are 

.I 
f 

-
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ordinances to be observed In the church until the Lord comes. 
13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office or ordi­

nation, by the imposition or U1e hands of the presbytery and prayer, without 
which they are not auti1orized to administer the ordinances pertaining t'> 
their respective offices. 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a 
church as pru;tor, or some good and ~u!Ticient reason. 

CHURCH DECORUM 
I. The church may choose a pastor annuaJJy at the last regular con­

"' !~renee in Association year; or i! they prefer it, may choose a pastor for an 
indefinite length of time to contrnue from year to year, as long as he may 
C:ecm it proper to keep up the connection. • 

2. When !t beccJTles necessary, a pastor may be chosen ol any other 
time; but if the choice be made at n special conference t.he time must be 
appointed at a monthly meeting of t.he church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is absent 
er does not sit as moderator beirig p1·cscnt, some suitable broU1er shall be 
;.ppointed to sit in his pluce. 

4. There shall be two or more de:~cons in U1e church. whose.duty 11 

shr:ll bt> to supe1intend the collection and disbursement of all contributions 
made by U1e church tor tile pastor, ct~ .• and to distribute the bread and 
wine m the aaministration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The Deat'Ons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neg­
lect to partake of tile Lord's Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause 
lh::Jt the same may be laid before the church in conference, if neeess:Jry. 

6. Somt> suitable member shnll be appo:nted Clerk 'nnd It shall ))(' 
his duty to do aJ1 the recording and writing pertaining to the business 
of the church, dJld -to presen·e a me of the minutes of U1e Association. 

7. Wl1en a Clerk is appomted. :~II the books, minutes, etc .. belonging 
~n the Clerk, shall be imrr.edlotely dcl:ver:!d :o him by his predecessor. 
Also, it shall be ti1e duty of th~ church clerk to revise the church roll at 
le:tst once a year. H shall be the duty of the pastors to instruct the dea­
cons and clerks of their churches in regard to mo:lcy for minutes. 

8. Tt>e churcl1 shall hold a two d:~ys' rr:onthly-me~t! ng embracing Sat· 
urd::~y and the Lord's Day following, tht! first of which shail be the re:Jular 
time of the conference. 

9. It shall be the dut.v of every member. m::Jie or rem:~ le. to atte=:~d eac!1 
conference rr.eeting, if they C::Jn, for on that d:ly U1e pasto~ IS expe::ted to l 
lr.s·rutt the church in a certain m.i..'lner by giving plain ::Jnd pointed lesson~ 
nn doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy 11\•ing. 

10. Any male member who shall fail to aUend three su:cessive con­
ferences. and :my member whatcver of the ch~.m::h .i::cording to the Cove­
uant (Article 5) shall b!! ci led t" appe3r in co:1ference a:1d answer for his 
neglect; but I he church m~y exempt members !rom this rule if necessary. 

11. Conferences sh;:~ IJ be ope:1ed and conducted as follows: (I) Praye~. 
unle$S divine service hos jt'Sl b91?R concluded, and generally then. (2) In­
vite visiting brethren to seats. \3) Open the door for 1·c:e;>t!on of mem-



bet·s. (4) Call for ;~b~entccs. (5) For ocknowledgements. (6) For reference 
of deferred business. (7) For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church. (8) For mis::-eUaneous business. 

12. Visiting bretht•en, as helpet·s called in from sister churches, shall 
!peak and make motions or seconds. but not allowed to vote. 

13. Any orderly member of the Bapti~t church who does not hold this 
church in fellowship may be received into the church wi hout a letlet· whe11 
it is made appat·ent that his christian character Is un~mpeachoble and that 
J1e has applied for 11 Jetter and could not obtain it because he desired to 
loin this or some s!stet· ch<Jrc.h. All o;her pcr~ons must ·join by letter or 
baptism. 1 

14. No mt;mber shall be teccived· without the unanimous consent of the: 
members present, but unreaso~able objections !'hall not be valid, unless 
withdrawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be taken under 
dealing with the church. __.. 

15. When L'1e Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall inform the 
1·hurch what male members have been absc."lt from three su.cce;s:ve con­
ferences and tl1e Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cit~ 
each ef them to the next conference. 

16. No member shaU be expelled unless he has been cited verbalb: or 
m r:ri ting to attend the trial, provided his residence be known to the ch~~ch. 

17. When ~ witness, not a member of the church. is introdu"t'd. h• 
shall not be examined until the ques'ior;t ha.s been put to the church, Will 
you h-'a.r the testlmony of the witness? 

18. The e\·idence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement sha!! 
ue recorded in the church book. 

19 Members dismissed from the churrh by letter who become disorder!" 
o1· continue to hold theit letter without good 1·eason shall be cited to con·-
!~rence to answer for their- miscondu::t. . 

20 •• Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on theh· petition 
i1 :heir walk since expulsion has CJnvinced the church that they have sin­
cerely repented for their former evil. 

21. A \"Ole shall not be take!) upon QUt'Stions without a move and !1 

second and all important questions the vote shall be taken by ris ng to the 
Jcet. 

22. No motion shall be made while a move and sru:_!lnd is before th<! 
confercmce. 

23. It shall be considered disorderly for anv memb2r to ob!<ent him­
sell from conference when an important question is to be de:ided: but n 
member upon request. may be exempted by the church from voting on 
ci.her side in peculiar cases. ' 

. 24. No· member shall t.s;r<re the house during conference without a suf­
!ktent cause, not· engage in conversation or wh!spering w:thout b~ing sub~ 
;ect to be called to order by the mooera:or. 

25. All dis::ussion in conference must be conducted with calmness and 
good ft!eling; those who spealc must rise to thei r feet and address the mod­
erator, and keep to the point ir. the debate. 

25. No one shall speak more than three t:mcs on the s:~me question 

without permission from, the moderato.r, nor shall the remarks of any on!! 
be unreasonably long. 

27. wpen the Moderator speaks he must designate some brother to 
~d in his stead. 

28. No one shatl be interrupted while speaking unless it can be to 
call the speaker to order. 

29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the administration 
oi the Lord's Supper and washing or the Saint's teet at least once a year. 

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the ad­
ministration should not be ,deferred on account or any ordinary matter oC 
dealing. ' 

31. Public tasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper 
occasions. t 

32. No Licentiate shaU be ordained until called in care of o"ne.-or more 
c.hurches. 

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote or 
the membership present at any two consecutive monthly conferences. 

CHURCH COVENANT 
1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace into thn 

lmowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our 
time and talents to the interest of pure and undefiled religion. we do solmenly 
conv<'nant with each o'her to walk together in love and brotherly kindness 
and to glorify God through llfe as the only hope in death. 1 

2. We agree to exercise Christian Jove and affection for each other as 
members o! the household of faith, that the knowledge of truth may be 
glorified in us ,md by us. to the end that we may be perfect in the will of 
God through Christ Jesus concerning us. '-

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God 8110 
ordin81lces of His church_, not to forsake ..the assembling of ourselves to. 
.tether; that we will cheerfully contr;bute of the means with which we arc 
blessed for the ministry among us and other necessary expenses of the 
l:hureh. 

4 . We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer and 
the duties or family worship, and the trainin~ up o! our children antl 
those under our care witll a view to the service of ChrisLand ' the enjoy­
ment of Heaven. 

5. We agree to neglect our secular or wor!dly avocation to .attend. th '! 
stated meeting:; of the church and to labor for its prospe:-ity in the most 
holy faith. believing tha t if we do. this we let O\lr li~ht s!fne: if we fail t'J 
attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block to the world 
.md reproach to the church. 

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents ond 
influences. for the improvement of which they will be accountable to the 
Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church. 
it is our du1ty to approac.h such in the spirit of love and to admonish them to 
forsake their evil doinrs. j! they will not he~r thee, take one or two more. 
tllat in the mouth of two or lhr~\v;tnesses every word m:Jy be esl:Jblished: 



then if they will not hear the church, then Jet them be unto thee as an 
}\('at,hen man and a publican. 

7. We believe .the worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits with and 
t-omminglfng with drUQkards are sins which should be condemned by the 
church. 

8. Il shall be the duty <Of aU pastot-s to read or ha_ve read this Covenant 
arid to explain every part and clause thereof to the church on the openings 
c.! ali church meetings. 

DECORUM 
I. At the me.eting of each session of the Association the officers of the 

preceding session shall preside until their successors shall be known. ...-

2. At each session and pt·evious to proceeding to business the names of 
the ministers and delegates shall be called. 

3. At the close of each session the entire proceedings shall be read for 
correction and approval. 

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the moderator. 
He shall confine himself to tl1e question under considet·ation and avoid 
personalities. 

5. No person sb.all speak more than twice on any subject without per­
mission ·from the body. 

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion. 
7. When a question is under discussion no motion or proposition shall 

oe received except to aajourn, to lay on the table, to amend or postpone in­
tletlnltely, which several mt1~ions shall be prel:erred in ~e order in which 
they are stated. 

8.- Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association O! 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. After motion has been decided any member having voted in the af-
firmative may move a reconsideration. ' 

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without permis­
sion from the presiding officer, and none shall take final, lea¥e of absence 
without permission !rom the body. 

II. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be admit­
ted to its consideration. 

12. This Decorum may be amended at nny session of the Asso~ation 
by a majority vote. ' 

13 No ' church shall U':1ate any minister coming from any other de­
nomination until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council and re~ 
ceived credentials bearing their approval. 

14. Any church that shaiJ tolerate Unknown Tongue in their church 
rhall be regarded as encouragihg heresy, and shall be dealt wi:h for sui:h. 
Also any church, or pastor allowing preaching of su::h, that is, sinless per­
fection, as a second work of grace, to occupy their pulpit, shall be dealt 
with for encouraging heresy. 

l 

CONSTITUTION 
1. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Little River Free ( 

Will Baptist Association. 
2. Tt shall be composed of: (1 l. The ministers, both ordained and 

licensed, belonging thereto; (2) Legal delegates from the churches com­
posing the same. 

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to send 
up an annual r~ort to the Association in which they shall make a brief 
statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of the minister 
'"hose membership is with t11em, give name and post office or the Church 
Clerk, give the number baptized, received by Jetter, dismissed b.y letter, re­
stored, excluded, and died, the number of members, and the amount'paid !or 
J\ ssocia tiona) purposes. 

4. Each church in the Association shall be considerM an advisory 
cody and shall control its own inte:-:1al affairs having the unrestricted right 
to administer i:s own government -without suspension or interference, being 
under Christ essentially independent and absolute. 

5. This body shall be considered an advisory council whose duty it is 
to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous·session 
and not to adjourn formally until all business is se~tled, and while there it 
shall be its duty to examine all questions of general interest to the Associa­
tion and to er.2 their· best influence to promote a moral and ~enevolenll 
means and institutions such as education, SabbaU1 Schools, missionary work, 
etc. 

6. The officers of this Association shall be a Moder~tor. Clerk and 
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot. 

7. Churches v.dshing to become members of this Association must 
adopt our at·ticles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. Churches sending delegates to this Association shall be allowed 
one delegate for each ten members or fraction thereof. 

9. This Constitution may -be altered or amended at any session of 
1his Association by n majority of votes. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. We believe that there is but one living, true. eternal GOd, thi! 

Father. of whom are all things, from everlasting to everlasting, glorious 
and i~mut<)b!e in all His attributes.-! Cor. 8 :6; lsa. 40:28. 

2. We believe th<Jt there is one Lvrd Jesus .Christ !rom whom are all 
t hings, the only be:;otten Son of God, Son of the Virgin Mary, whom God 
freely sent i.nto the world becaus~ of the great love wherew1th .He loved th!l 
world, and Christ as freely gave himself a ransom for all. tasting death. !or 
every man who was buried and rose again the third day and ascended mt'l 
Heaven. rr'cm whence we look for Him the se.:ond time in the clouds of 
Heaven, at the iast day to jud~e both the (!Uic'< and the dead.-! Tim. 21:5-6; 
Heb. 2:8; John 2:2; Rev. ):7: Acts 24:15; John 2;16. . - . 

3. we believe that U1ere is / one Holy Ghcst, the preciOus gilt of the 
Father, through His dear Son, un~ .the world, who quickeneth and draweth 
f;inners borne to God.-St. Jolm t9:7-9; Acts 4:4: 5-6: Eph. 4:4; 5-6. 
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.. 
4. We believe that in the beginning God made man upright; and placed 

him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he 
volun!arily by transgression fell, and by that means brought on himself a 
miserable and mortal state subjed to death.--Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 

5. We believe that God is not willing U1at any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance. and the knowledge of the truth that they 
miGht be saved. for '''hich end Christ hath commanded the gospel to be 
preached among all nations and to every creature.-Mark 16:15; Luke 2~:47; 
John 3:12-17; Tim. 2:4. 

6. We belie\·e that no man shall suffer In hell for want of a Christ 
who died for him, but as the scripture has said, tor denying the Lord that 
bought them) because they ~ieved not in the only begotten Son of God. ,· 
Unbelief, therefore, being U1e cause why the just and righ~eous God o( 

Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows against all contr·adic­
tion that all men at one time or another, are found in such capacity as tha!.­
through the grace or God, they may be eternally nved.-Mark 6:6; Heb. 
3:10; ; J .-hu 5 :10. 

7. We believe that whole s::rlptures arc infallibly true and that they 
:1re the only rules of faith and practice.-II Tim. 3:6-17. 

8. We believe in the doctrine or general provision made of God in 
Christ !or the benefit of all mankind who repent and believe the Gospel­
i~uke 14:16-20; Matt. 28:19-20: Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15. 

9. We belic\re that sinners arc drawn to God, tile Father, by the Holy 
Ghost :hrough Christ His Son, and that· the Holy Ghost offers His divine aid 
to aU the human family, so as they all might be happy would they givP. 
place to His divine teaching; whereas !nlch who do not re:eive the divine 
impression of Holy Spirit shall at a future day own their condemnation ju~t 
and charge themselves ,with their own damnation for wilfully rejecting the 
offCl-s of sovereign.grace.-Matt. 11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms 1:1 ; 2:11-12; 
Jer. 22:29. ' 

10: We bel!cve that men, not considered simply as ungodly men, were 
of old orda.ined to condemnation ; considered such who turn the grace of 
God to lasdviousness; denying the Lord God and our Lorj Jesus Christ who 
bought them, and therefore shaJI bring upon themselves swift destru::t:on. 
t>ut we observe that they, and such the apostle saith, because they receive 
not the Jove of the tt·uth that they might be saved, tbcre.o:e, the indigna­
tion and wrath of God is upon every soul that doeUt ev1i, living and dying 
!herein, for there is no respect of persons with God.-Jude 1:4: 2nd Peter 
2:1; Thess. 2:11-12; Romar.s 2:9-11. 

II. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actu:11ly 
t ransgressed against tht; Jaw of God in their own person are only subject to 
the first death; which was by>ught on by the !all of Adam, and not that any 
of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell the guilt of 
Adam's sin, o! ·such is the kingdom of God.- 1st Co. 15:32; Matt. 19:2-5; 
Mark 9:26-27: Matt. 19-14. 

12. We believe that good wo~ks are the fruits of s:~vlng faith, and th:tt 
m the use of the mea11~ of grace and not out o! the use of these means 

t!ternal life Is promised men~Rev. 22:14-15 ; Isaiah 1:19-20; Matt. 7-8; 
Jer. 13:24-35. 

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scripture !or 
justification before God through his work, power or ability, which he bas 
ln and for himself, only as he by grace is made able to come to God through 
Jesus Christ, believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed tc 
all believers for their eternal accepta!lce with God.- Rom. 4:24; Acts 
13:20-21. 

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so 
1:,at God knoweth whatsoever can or can not come to pass upon all sup-

,.. posed conditions; yet not -as having decreed any person everlasting death or 
l verlasting lile, out of respect of mere choice, farther than He hath ap­
pointed the godly unto life, and the ungodly who die In sin unto death.­
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-23; Matt. 25:31-46. 

15. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's baptism, 
hiying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine, wash­
mg th~ saints' feet, annointing the- sick with oil in the name of the Lctd, 
l':1sting and prayer, singing praise to God, and the public ministry of tho? 
Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testa-
menL-Luke 22:19-20; John 13:4-7; James 5:14. · 

16. We be;ieve the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion and that 
~~licv~·s are th~-~nly .ob~ects !or baR_tism.- Matt. 3:15; Mark 1:1i-20; Acts 
.i.38-39, Rom. 6.i>, Col. 2.12. 

17. We believe in the general resurr~tion of the de:ld and a tlnal judg­
ment at the last day.-John 5:28-29; II 5·6. 

\. 
18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the tor­

ments of the wicked are endless.-Matt. 2:9. 

FORMS 

FORJ\f FOR LICENSE 
This i~ to certify that the bearer, Brother 

............... ~- .................... ............. of the Cou:-tty oL ................................. -- . 

State of ........... ........... ................... _ ....... is a regular member of the Free Wilt 

Eap:iEt church, in tile said county of ··-··-············· .. ··· ···•·········· _ ............. State 

<.f ··~···························· .. ·················· Is hereby licensed to preach the gospel for 
one year. Done ty order of the church in conference. 

This ............... .. ...... .... day ()f ················-······ ········· ··-···· A. D .. 193 ....... . 

Signed ............................. ............... ·-·······················- ····· Moderator. 

c Ordaining Council. 

... 



PETITIONARY LETTER FROM A CHURCH TO AN ASSOCIATION 

,. ....................................... ..................... Free Will Baptis! Church of Christ 
'IThis th.e .................................... day of ·· ·························-············-· A. D., 193 ...... , .. . 

To the ·······················---································· F ree Will Baptist Association 
st>ndeth greetin_Js: We constitute a Free Will Baptist Church by Elder 
.................... : ...................................... b ........... , ...................... _ with .................... mem- / ' 
bers. We have adopted the Articles of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of the 
Free Will Baptist (Church. We are at peace. We have called as pas~or, 
Folder ........... ............................................................................ _............................ We .-
.st>.nd as our delegates, Brethren .......................... .............................................. ..... ..... . 
We do humbly petition ... _ .. ............. .................... .................................... Free Will 
Baptis~ Association for membership in the same. We send for minutes 
~ ............... _........... Hoping our bumble p_etition will be granted, we are, 

Your brethren in Christ, 
...................................................... .. ................ ... ............ . , Moderator. 
.................................................................................. , Church Clerlt. 

CHURCH LETTER 

................... .............. - .... .... : ........................... Free Will Baptist Church of Christ. 
This .............................. day, of ........................................................ , A. D., 193 ....... . 

This is to cert.ifN that ., ................................................................................... .. 
is a member of the above named church in good standing ..e.nd is hereby at 
his or her request dismissed from us. Done by order of the church in 
conferencl!. This letter will be void aiter six months. 

............................. ................... .................................... ...... Moderator . 
.................................... - ...... ....... ........ .. ........... - .... Church Clerk. 

HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH 
. When any number of converts, not less than five, desire to constitute 

a church, the following order should be observed: (/\) The officiating min­
ister shall inquire into the Christian character and ability of the members 
to sustain the church. This being satisfactory, (B) The minister shall 
then' read tl)"e Articles of Fait!;, and finding they have obeyed and adop:ed 
the same, (C) He shall then.J'iad the Church Covenant, while the congrega­
tion joins in singing a suitable hymn. (D) He shall have the members to . 
extend to each other the right hand of fellowship. (E) He shall then offer 
a prayer of consecration. (F) He shall then declare the body organized. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
The order of business shall be as follows: (1) The election of a clerk. 

{2~ The election of deacons. (3) The election of a treasurer. (4) The election 
oi a pastor. (5) The selection of a name. (6) The selection of a day o_f 
worship. (7) Adjournment. 
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