MINUTES
OF THE

Thirtieth Annual Session

OF THE

LITTLE RIVER ASSOCIATION

OF THE

UNITED FREE WILL BAPTISTS

CONVENED WITH

PINE LEVEL CHURCH

Worth County, Ga., October 16-17, 1936
REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator, Ashburn, Ga.
B. BAKER, Clerk, Ellenton, Ga.

Next Session to Convene with Orange Grm‘é Church
Lowndes County, Georgia, Thursday and Friday
before Third Sunday in October, 1937




CHURCH CONFERENCE

1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been concluded and generally
then.)

2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. .

3. Open the door for the reception of members, and read over min-
utes of last conference.

4. Call for absentees.

5. For acknowledgements.

6. For reference of deferred business.
2 7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come before the
church.

8. For miscellaneous business.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed” with prayer.
2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of min-

1isters and delegates enrolled. .
3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
ballot. :

4, (Call for Petitionary Letters.

5, Invite visiting brethren to seats with us.

6. Call for Corresponding Messengers.

7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominationgl Litera-
iure; (¢) Temperance; (d) Church and Destitution; (e) Education; (f) Min-
isters: (g) Sunday Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance.

8. Unfinished business. "

9. Report of Committees.

10. Miscellaneous- business.

11, Adjournment.



PROCEEDINGS
FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 16, 1936

The thirtieth session of the Li!t‘le River Association of the United Free
Will Baptists convened with Pine Level Church, Worth County, Georgia.

The Intreductory Sermon was preached by Rev. Byron C. Davis. Text:
Luke 18th chapter, 11th verse.

Noon. Good dinner served and enjoyed.

Called to order by the Moderator.

Scripture lesson presented by the Moderator, 51st chapter Psalms.

Sang hymn 356, “I Feel Like Traveling On.”

Prayer by Bro. John Wilson.

Invited visiting. brethren and sisters to seats with us.

Called for letters from the churches, Received 11 letters. Read by
Rev. N. H. Parrish and J. A. Pope and delegates seated. Oak Grove church
received by proxy, (Rev. J. C. Arnold.) \

Elected officers by ballot as follows:

Rev. J. D. Little, Moderator.

Rev. Byr_qn C. Davis, Assistant Moderator,

B. Baker, Clerk and Treasurer.

Called for Petitionary Letters. Received letter from the Union As-
sociation dismissing Neil's Chapel church from the Union. Also received
a letter from St. Paul church asking to be dismissed from the Little River
Association. Their request was granted.

Called for Corresponding Messengers.  Chattahoochee Association,
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn; from Georgia Union, Rev. Neil H. Parrish. Received
by the Moderator extending the right.hand of fellowship fo them.

Appointed Committees as follows:

E?Ngmﬁu ;3 Parry, Aubrey Cowart and C. E. Croshy.

T L TH JR "
T e : LITERATURE—J. A, Pope, A. P, O'Kelly and

TEMPERANCE—SIayton Hays, Mollie Best, Maggie L. Griffin, Mrs.
W. R. Graham, Sister Lora Davis, Fannie Davis, L. W. Chafin Robert
Ethridge, F. M. Rogers, W. L. Weeks, Barnom Jones, T. M, Gidde;as J. W
Wilson, N. T. Brooks, Alvy Purvis and J. L. Hartsfield. o b

Xt ﬂCli'Ul’\'.CHlE:S AND DESTITUTION—L, S. Davis, J. D. Hall and J. D
Oif. ¢ "

MINISTERS—R. G. Branon,
Best, William Lewis,

SUNDAY SCHO
Mrs. Carson Parrish. :

RESOLUTIONS—J. B. Kennon,
Giddens and G. W. Cowart.

FINANCE—E. G. Wright, Carson Parrish and Pafiord Hiers.

On motion suspended regular business and took up miscellaneous.

On motion paid Clerk $10.00 for his services. Ordered 300 minutes .
printed.

C J. M. Tucker, Mrs. Dora Akins, Vernon
Sister IFeH Douglas, J. M. Hartsfield and W, N. Wilson.
OL—Miss Linnie Mae Giddens, Mrs. Joe Martin:and

H. C. Corbett, Macom Paulk, Jeff

On motion paid Corresponding Delegales expenses as follows: Paid
Rev. W. R. Lawhorn $3.00; Hev. Neil H. Parrish, $1.50.
On motion returned correspondence to sister associations.

TO CHATTAHOOCHEE—Rev. John R. Weeks and Bro. C. E. Crosby.
Next session to convene with Mti, Olive church, Thursday night before first
Sunday in October, 1937, four miles south of Reynolds, Taylor County, Ga.

TO UNION—Bros. C. E. Crosby and J. A. Pope.

TO GEORGIA UNION—Rev. Mack Goff. Next session to convene
with Mt. Araratt church six miles north of Milan, Dodge county, Georgia,
Friday before 2nd Sunday in October 1837.

SOUTH GEORGIA—Bro. Jeff Giddens.

On motion received minules of the Preachers and Deacons meeting.
Ordered recorded.

APRIL 30, 1936

The Preachers and Deacons meeting convened with Cool Springs
church, Elected J. L. Hartsfield, chairman; B. Baker, Clerk.

Sang hiyma No. 246, “Not Made With Hands."

Subject: “What Is the Unpardonable Sin?" intelligently discussed by
Rev. J. D. Little. Scripture, Mark 3rd chapter and Luke 12th chapter.

Noon. Dinner served. =

Called to order by the Chairman.

Prayer by Rev. J. D, Little.

Subject: 14th article of Faith (supposed condition), presented by
Rev. W. L. Harrell and discussed-by all who wished 1o speak.

The meeting enjoyed and beneficial 1o all that attended.

The next session to convene with Pine Level church, Thurs(?ay be-
fore 1st Sunday in May 1337 a2l 10 a. m. Re'ained L. W. Cafin, H, E. Willis
and B. Baker as Program Committee.

J. L. HARTSFIELD, Chairman
B. BAKER, Clerk. 4

On motion elected Ordaining Council as follows: Rev. J. D, Litile, Rey.
John R. Weeks, Rev. H. J. Griflis, Rev, John C. Arnold and Rev. Byron
C. Davis and all five be notified of ordaining meeting ant not less thar
three act.

Moved and carried that the association adjourn until 9:00 a. m.
Saturday morning.

REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator.
B. BAKER, Clerk.

[}

SATURDAY. OCT. 17. 9.00 A. M.

Czlled to order by the Moderator.

Sang Hymn No. 264, "The Unclouded Day."”
Praver by Rev, Mack Gofl.

Received reporis of Commjittees as follows:

1




UNION MEETING, DISTRICT NO. 1

67 11 7 R ——— $37.51
Paid out .. T U= e 21.279
BAlANCE oo cisisissiininss $16.24

B. BAKER, Clerk.
UNION MEETING, DISTRICT NO. 2

T A i > $61.61
Pt b : 38.20
Bal 7 - $23.41

MISS RUTH KINON, Clerk

PREACHING =

Friday night, Rev. Neil H. Parrish, Rev. J. C. Arnold.
Saturday, 11:00 a. m. Rev. W. R. Lawhorn, Rev. J. D. Little.

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE
We your Committee recommend that Free Will Baptist literature be
used in all of our Sunday Schools.
We appoint Rev. J. R. Weeks to preach the next Introductory Sermon.
We recommend the next association go to Orange Grove church.
A, P. O'KELLY,. Chairman.
TEMPERANCE
We your Committee on Temperance knowing the inclination of man
has aiways been to drift backward we earnestly plead with our mem-
Lers that they always abstain from strong drinks, and not only strong drinks
but ofher devices of allurements that are being set up in our midst, and
that we always stand for the things that tend to build character and Chris-
tianity in our young boys and girls.
Respectfully submitted,
L. W. CHAFIN, Chairman.

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION
We your Committee find all churches in good order and with Pastors as
iar as we know.
L. S. DAVIS, Chairman.

/  MINISTERS
We the Committee ﬂl{d all Ministers in good standing as far as we
know.
Wm. WILSON, Chairman.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS
We your Committee make the following report: We find two churches
reporting Sunday Schools,

. We recommend that the pastors of the various churches encourage

' the Sabbath Schools more, also that they preach at least one sermon on
* Sunday Schools and their benefits, and that the deacons and members co-

operate with the pastors in securing a Sabbath school in each church.
MRS. JOE MARTIN, Chairman.

RESOLUTION
We your Committee do hereby earnestly request, that all the mem-
rers of the Little River Association refer to, study and put into practice
the contents of our minutes for the past five years.
H. C. CORBITT, Chairman.

FINANCE :
We your Committee find collected. . ........o.oovcuiiiceeciimnnes $59.25
Less due Treasurer from 1935.......immmmemmeme. 8,29
Balance on hand October 17, 1036, ... coiiinvnrerrinn. $50.96
1036 Minutes. ..o, $30.00
Clok s . 10.00
W. R. Lawhorn 3.00
N. H. Parrish ..... e 160
POBIREE s iiaia i stk vavses 1.50
'S‘IB‘UO
$46.00
Balance in Treasury ............... . $ 4.96

C A R.SON PARRISH Cha).rman.

Saturday noon dinner served.

Saturday afterncon called to order by the Moderator.

Prayer by Hro. Jeff Giddens.

On motion, changed the days of this association meeting to Thu:sday
and Friday.

Took free will offering for old Bro, M. F. Cason and received 8804

. CARD OF THANKS = -
We the Ministers, Delegates and Visitors of the Little River Associa-
tion humble our hearts in thanks to Pine Level Church and iis host of
friends for their kindness and care for us while with them. May God's
richest blessings abide with them'till we meet ‘again is our prayers.
B. BAKER, Clerk.

On motion referred the repairs of Shady Grove church back to the
church and union meeling of the 1 dis'rict. Also referred the repairs of
Oak Grove church back to the church and union meeting of the 2 district.

Moved and carried to adjourn to meet with Orange Grove church
Thursday and Friday before 3rd/Sunday in October 1937, the Lord being
willing near Hahira, Lowndes Cé_unty. Georgia.

——



Closing prayer by Bro. H. C. Corbitt.
REV. J. D. LITTLE Moderator,
Ashburn, Ga.
B. BAKER, Clerk & Treas.
Ellertton, Ga.

. ROLL OF DELEGATES

COOL SPRINGS—L. W.,Chafin, Robert Ethridge, F. M. Rogers, W. L.
Weeks, E. G. Wright, J. A. Pope, R. G. Branon, Barnom Jones and C. E.
Crosby. §

FRIENDSHIP—F. C. Douglas, Sisters Nell Davis, Fannie Davis, Lin-_
nic Mae Giddens and Jeff Giddens.

SUNNY SIDE—T. M. Giddens and William Lewis.

FOREST HILL—Vernon Best, Mollie Best and Slayton Hayes.

ORANGE GROVE—Mr. and Mrs, Joe Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Carson
Parrish, J. D. Hall, Miss Maggie Lee Griflin and Pafford Hiers.

CORINTH—W. L. Akins, J. M. Tucker, Mrs. W. R. Graham and Mrs.
Dora Akins.

OZIAS—J. W. Wilson, G. W. Cowart, H. C. Corbett, Aubrey Cowart
and W. N. Wilson.

PINE LEVEL—T. D. Parry, Macom Paulk, N. T. Brooks; A. P. O'Kelly,
end J. M. Hartsfield.

SHADY GROVE—Alvy Purvis and J. D. Goff.

ZION HILL—L. 8./Davis and J. B. Kennon.

OAK GROVE—By Proxy (Rev. J. C. Arnold.)

MINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICES

H. J. Griflis, .. . Adel, Ga.
J. C. Arnold ... oee. Millwood, Ga.
W. A. Bowen . IO ST S RNL IOt W Axson, Ga.
AT S a1 7 e e e S ... Alma, Ga.
M. F. Cason, i Adel, Ga.
John R. Weeks, .. “Norman Park, Ga.
-J D. Little, s ccesssrerer Ashburn, Ga.
Byron C. Davis, - Ty Ty, Ga.
Seaborn Bowen, e Kedrkland, Ga.
T. M. GOﬁ, i e e «. Lenox, Ga.
\ /' LICENTIATES
R. P. Pace, ... cvreeneeee. Moultrie, Ga.
Charlie Balance, e Kairkland, Gu.

UNION MEETINGS
DISTRICT NO. 1

COrINEA oot e FOUREH 5th Sunday in 1936
Neil’s Chapel ~ First 5th Sunday in 1937
Pine Level Second 5th Sunday in 1937
* “Cool Springs ........ Third 5th Sunday in 1937
Chady Grove Fourth 5th Sunday in 1937

DISTRICT NO. 2

Bumry Blide i i Fourth 5th Sunday in 1936
FOrest Hill ....corrorrmensrmrrereressessmnasssssmmerereressssnanneereseee - AESE 3t Sunday in 1937
08Kk GTOVE ..covciivrvinscimsnnesssssssisemsssnnsssness iemnneeennnes a€CONd 5th Sunday in 1937
Friendship . = ... Third 5th Sunday in 1937
OZIBS covriienrcecieianais e cemisssnsis st ecpens s e FOUrth 5th Sunday in 1937
Zion Hill cerirsmmraisiennnene FiFSt 5th Sunday in 1838

Orange Grove ... Second 5th Sunday in 1938

OBITUARIES »

In memory of our dear Bro. Julian Wilson, Jr. He was a faithful
member of Ozias church. He departed this life on March 1st. 1936. He
was loved by all who knew him. We pray that our loss is Heaven's gain.

r W. M. WILSON, C. C.

In memory of our beloved Brother James Summerlin, who passed
irom this lile Feb. 11th 1936. He was a faithful member of Sunny Side
church. We trust our lcss will be his eternal gain. -

Also with deep sorrow that Brother Joseph Summerlin passed away
January 25, 1926. We hope cur loss will be his gain. 2

: JOHNNIE GOFF, gClerk.

With deep sorrow we repert the death of Sister Sabra Griffin, who
departed this life in May. Several years ago she united with this church,
and always filled her place in the church. We were all made to feel very
sad when hearing of her death, knowing we hzad lost a faithful member.
but nevertheless God’s will must be done. We are made to believe that
our loss on earth will be her gain in heaven.

MRS. MAMIE MERCER, Clerk Protem.

Sister Nellie Weeks died Aug. 18, 1536. She was a good woman ana
it was sad for the church to lese such a regular attendan: as Sister Weeks
was. May our lcss be her eternal gain which we believe will be.

By C. M. CHAFIN.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE .
B WMo BBl nscninnncinng st i ... Norman.Park, Ga.
J L. Hartsfield ... e A == NN M Ty Ty, Ga.
Wm. W. Bryan T —— ST — Omega, Gai.,
L S Daviy —aca 7 e A% i ... Waresboro, Ga.
5, T 1 T B v g« v VU A OO Y SIS POrPPRS SO ) - - [ 75 s O 0

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES

1. We believe ‘hat a gospel church. or Church of Carist, is a congre-
gation of Christians cons'ituted and goverred according lo the rules laid
down in the New Teslament. ’

2. That these rules requiri[éhur(ha to prescrve the form of govern-
ment and the ordinznces of the fiTst Caristian churches and o be composed
of haptized believers in Christ.

3. That the visible chu~ch is the aggregate or whole number of gospel

churches, and that the invisibie church is composed of the redeemed now N



e — ——

in heaven and of such christians on earth as are not attached to the visible
church according to the gospel rules.

4. That the establishiment of a central catholic government over the
visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition,' repug-
nant to the Word of God, subservient to the churches and dangerous to the
liberty of man.

5. The gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribunals
authorized by the Scriptures; and that each churchy has the unrestricted
right to administer its own government without supervision or interference,
being under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that if this
right be swrrendered to supenmend ng jurisdiction by delegation or other-
wise, measseml; ceasestubeaGaspelchurdL

6. The chi es may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates,
form an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep up

the correspondence; but that the right and authority of churches being in="

alienable, or in no way compromised or hindered by entering into an asso-
ciation, and therefore an association has no authority over churches or in-
oividuals, their only power being to transact business which does not per-
tain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacitly; to promote natural inter-
courses, and a conceniration of voluntary effort: and to give that advice
1o churches which might with equal authority be given by any individual.

7. That the authorily of the churches is designated for the perpetua-
tion of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of true and
orderly bodies of Christians on earth; that is fully sufficient for the pur-
pose intended, but that does not extead to persons, property or the con-
science of men in any manner whatsoever.

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ
end obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ necessarily exists in con-
nection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that to
prescribe any other reguisite of su:h membership is an assumption of au-
thority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons: that the elders
are called bisheps or pastors, and all of the elders are equal in rank tlwu;h
they may perform different functions— since some may he bishops or pas-
tors of particular churches, while others may be simple elders, having no
pastoral charge.

10 That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching,
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts
that belong to the authority of the church— such as the reception of mem-
bers into the church compact, or the expulsion of offendeis; that as a mem-
ber of I.he church, he is not more than any other member, and if he is guilty
of transgression he is fo gef'bmughl to trial before his brethren and con-
victed or acquilted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet
we think it prudent to call in advisory help especially if the minister is
1o be tried upon a charge of heresy.

11. That christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in water in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord’s Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are

.

-

ol e

ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes,

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office or ordi-
nation, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, without
which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances pertaining to
their respective offices.

14, No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a
church as pastor, or some good and sufTicient reason.

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular con.
farence in Association year; or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor for an
indefinite length of time to continue from year to year, as Iong as he may
deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pasior may be chosen at any other
time; but if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be
appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is absent
or does not sit as moderalor being present, some suitable brother shall be
appointed to sit in his place. z

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose.duty
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions
made by the church ior the pastor, etz., and to distribute the bread and
wine in the acministration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neg-
lect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause
that the same may be laid before the church in conference, if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk ‘and it shall be
his duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business
of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association.

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minultes, ete., belonging
tn the Clerk, shall be immediately deliver2d ‘o him by his predecessor.
Also, it shall be the duty of the church clerk to revise the church roll at
least once a year. It shall be the duty of the pastors to instruct the dea-
cons and clerks of their churches in regard to money for minutes.

8. The church shall hold a two days' monthly me=t'ng embracing Sat-
urday and the Lord’s Day following, the first of which shall be the rezular
time of the conierence. ;

9. Iy shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to atlend each
conference meeling, if they can, Ior on that d:y the pastor is expected 1o
ins ruct the church in a certain manner by givinz plain and pointed lessons
on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living.

10. Any male member who shall fail to attend three suzcessive cnn-
ferences, and any member whalever of the church according to the Cove-
nant (Article 5) shall ke cited 1o appear in conference and answer for his
neglect; but the church moy exempt members from this rule if necessary.

11. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: (1) Praye:r.
unless divine service haos just botn concluded, and generally then, (2) In-
vite visiting brethren to seats, h) Open the door for rexeption of mem-




bers, (4) Call for absentees. (5) For acknowledgements. (6) For reference
of deferred business. (7) For matters of dealing which are in order to come
before the church. (8) For miscellaneous business,

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister churches, shall
speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote.

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold this
church in fellowship may be received into the church wi hout a letter when
it is made apparent that his christian character is unimpeachable and that
he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to
join this or some sister church. All o)her persons must -join by letter or
baptism. <

14. No member shall be reccived without the unanimous consent of the
members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be valid, unless
withdrawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be taken under
dealing with the church.

15. When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall inform the

vhurch what male members have been absent from three successive con-
ferences and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cita
esch of them to the next conference.

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or
in writing to attend the trial, provided his residence be known to the church.

17. When s witness, not a member of the church. is introduced, he
shall not be examined until the ques*ion has been put to the church, Will
you hear the testimony of the witness?

18. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement shall
ve recorded in the church book,

18 Members dismissgd from the church by letter who become disorderly
or continue 1o hold their letter without good reason shall be cited to con-
ference to answer for their miscondust. .

20.. Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on their petition
il iheir walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin-
cerely repen‘ed for their former evil.

21. A vote shall not be taken upon questions without a move and a
second and all important questions the vote shall be taken by ris ng 1o the
1eet,

22, No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the

conference.
23, T shall be considered disorderly for anv member to absent him-
scil from conference when an imporiant question is to be desided: but a
member upon request, may be exempted by the church from voting on
eicher side in peculiar cases. :

24. No member shell legve the house during conference without a suf-
ficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering w’thout baing sub-
ject to be called to order by the modera‘or.

25. All discussion in conference must be conducted with calmness and
2ovd feeling; those who spesk must rige to their feet and address the mod-
erator, and keep to the point in the debate,

25. No one shall speak more than three t'mes on the same question

[ —— S— —— !

without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one
be unreasonably long.

27. When the Moderator speaks he must designate some brother to
act in his stead.

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it can be to
call the speaker to order.

29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the administration
of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saint’s feet at least once a year.

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the ad-
ministration should not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter ol
dealing. "

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper
occasions. 1

32. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of onesor more
churches.

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of
the membership present at any two consecutive monthly conferences.

CHURCH COVENANT

1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace into the
knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our
time and talerts to the interest of pure znd undefiled religion, we do solmenly
convenanl with each c'her to walk together in love and brotherly kindness
and to glorify God through life as the only hope in death. Fl

2. We agree to exercise Christian love and affection for each other as
members of the household of faith, that the knowledge of truth may be
glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be pertec‘t in the will of
God tarough Christ Jesus concerning us.

3. We endeaveor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God and
ordinances of His church, not to forsake .the assembling of ourselves to-
Zcther; that we will cheerfully contribute of the means with which we are
blessed for the ministry among us and other necessary expenses of the
churen.

4, We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer and
the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children and
those under our care with a view to the service of Christ_and the enjoy-
ment of Heaven. ‘

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to -attend. th<
stated meetingz of the church and to labor for its prosperity in the most
holy faith, believing that if we do. this we let oyr light sh ne; if we fail to
altend to the sacred duties we.prove o be a stumbling block to the world
and reproach to the church.

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents and
influences, for the improvement of which they will be accountable to the
Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church,
it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish them to
forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee, take one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or H)ref witnesses every word may be established;




then if they will not hear the church, then let them be unto thee as an
heathen man and a publican.

7. We believe the worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits with and
commingling with drunkards are sins which should be condemned by the
church.

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or haye read this Covenant
and to explain every part and clause thereof to the church on the openings
of all church meetings. .

" DECORUM

1. At the meeting of each session of the Association the officers of the
preceding session shall preside until their successors shall be known, =

2. At each session and previous 1o proceeding to business the names of
the ministers and delegates shall be cailed.

3. At the close of each session the entire proceedings shall be read for
correction and approval.

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the moderator.
He shall confine himself to the guestion under consideration and avoid
personalities.

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject without per-
mission from the body.

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its diseussion.

7. When a guestion is under discussion no motion or proposition shall
be received except to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or postpone in-
definitely, which several mdtions shall be preferred in the order in which
they are stated.

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association or
whoever he may appoint.

9. After motion has been decided any member having voted in the af-
firmative may move a reconsideration.

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without permis-
sion from the presiding officer, and none shall take fina] leave of abseace
without permission from the body.

11. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be admit-
ted to its consideration.

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Association
by a majority vote. '

13 No“church shall li te any minister coming from any other de-
nomination until he has béen examined by the Ordaining Council and re-
ceived credentials bearing their approval.

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongue in their church
chall be regarded as encouragihg heresy, and shall be dealt with for such.
Also any church, or pastor allowing preaching of such, that is, sinless per-

fection, as a second work of grace, to occupy their pulpit, shall be dealt
with for encouraging heresy,

; CONSTITUTION

1. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Little River Free
Will Baptist Association.

2. It shall be composed of: (1). The ministers, both ordained and
licensed, belonging thereto; (2) Legal delegates from the churches com-
posing the same. !

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to send
up an annual report to the Association in which they shall make a brief
statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of the minister
whose membership is with them, give name and post office of the Church
Clerk, give the number baptized, received by letter, dismissed by letter, re-
stored, excluded, and died, the number of members, and the amount paid for
Associational purpeoses.

4. Each church in the Association shall be considerdd an advisory
body and shall control its own internal affairs having the unrestricted right
to administer i's own government awithout suspension or interference, being
under Christ essentially independent and absolute.

5. This body shall be considered an advisory courcil whose duty it is
to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous session
and not to adjourn formally until all business is se‘tled, and while there it
shall be its duty to examine all questions of general interest to the Associa-
tion and to vse their best influence to promote a moral and genevolent
means and institutions such as education, Sabbath Schools, missionary work,
ete.

6. The officers of this Association shall be a Modergtnr. Clerk and
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot. s

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages.

8. Churches sending delegates to this Association shall be allowed
one delegate for each ten members or fraction thereof.

9. This Constitution may be altcred or amended at any session of
1his Association by a majority of votes.

ARTICLES OF FAITH I

1. We believe that there is but one living, true, eternal God, thé
Father, of whomn are all things, from everlasting to everlasting, glorious
and immutable in all His attributes.—1 Cor. 8:6; 1sa. 40:28.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ from whom are all
things, the only begotten Son of God, Son of the Virgin Mary, whom God
freely sent into the world because of the great love wherewith He Joved tha
world, and Christ as freely gave himself a ransom for all, tasting death for
every man, who was buried and rose again the third day and asceaded int2
Heaven, frcm whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds of
Heaven, at the iast day to judge both the cuick and the desad.—1 Tim. 21:5-6;
Heb. 2:8:; John 2:2; Rev. 1:7; Acts 24:15; John 2:16. -

3. We believe that there is @r‘:e Holy Ghest, the precious gift of the
Father, through His dear Son, untd the world, who quickeneth and draweth
szinners home to God.—St. John 19:7-9; Acts 4:4; 5-8; Eph. 4:4; 5-6.



4. We believe that in the beginning God made man upright; and placed
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he
voluntarily by transgression fell, and by that means brought on himself a
miserable and mortal state subject to death.—Gen. 2:17; 3:18.

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance, and the knowledge of the truth that they
might be saved, for which end Christ hath commanded the gospel to be
preached among all nations and to every creature. —Mark 16:15; Luke 23:47;
John 3:12-17; Tim. 2:4.

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ

who died for him, but as the scripture has said, for denying the Lord that
bought them because they believed not in the only begotten Son of God. -

Unbelief, therefore, being the cause why the just and righ‘eous God of
Heaven will condemn the children of men: it follows against all contradic-

tion that all men at one time or another, are found in such capacity as that _

through the grace of God, they may be eternally saved.—Mark 6:6; Heb.
3:10; I John 5:10.

7. We believe that whole seriptures are infallibly true and that they
are the only rules of faith and practice—II Tim. 3:6-17.

8. We believe in the doctrine of general provision made of God in
Christ for the benefit of all mankind who repent and believe the Gospel—
uke 14:16-20; Matt. 28:19-20; Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15.

9, We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy
Ghost through Christ His Son, and that-the Holy Ghost offers His divine aid
1o all the human family, so as they all might be happy would they give
place to His divine teaching; whereas such who do not receive the divine
impression of Holy Spirit shall at a future day own their condemnation just
and charge themselves with their own damnation for wilfully rejecting the
offers of sovereign .grace.—Matt. 11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms 1:1; 2:11-12;
Jer, 22:29,

10: We believe that men, not considered simply as ungodly men, were
of old ordained to condemnation; considered such who turn the grace of
God to lasciviousness; denying the Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ who
bought them, and therefore shall bring upon themselves swift destruction,
tut we observe that they, and such the apostle saith, because they receive
not the love of the truth that they might be saved, thereio.e, the indigna-
tion and wrath of God is upon every soul that doeth evl, living and dying
therein, for there is no respect of persons with God.—Jude 1:4; 2nd Peter
2:1; Thess. 2:11-12; Romars 2:9-11.

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not acztually
transgressed against the law of God in their own person are only subject to
the first death; which was brought on by the fall of Adam, and not that any
of them dying in that shall suffer punishment in hell the guilt of
Adam's sin, of "such is the kingdom of God.—I1st Co, 15:32; Matt, 19:2-5;
tark 9:26-27; Matt. 19.14.

12, We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faith, and that
in the use of the means of grace and not out of the use of these means

eternal life is promised men.—Rev. 22:14.15; Isaiah 1:19-20; Matt. 7-8;
Jer. 13:24-35.

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scripture for
Jjustification before God through his work, power or ability, which he has
in and for himself, only as he by grace is made able to come to God through
Jesus Christ, believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed tc
all believers for their eternal accepiance with God.— Rom. 4:24: Acts
13:20-21.

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so
taat God knoweth whatsoever can or can not come to pass upon all sup-
posed conditions; yet not as having decreed any person everlasting death or
cverlasting life, out of respect of mere choice, farther than He hath ap-
pointed the godly unto life, and the ungodly who die in sin unto death.—
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-23; Matt. 25:31-46.

15. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's baptism,
laying or of hands, receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine, wash-
mg the saints’ feet, annointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord,
Iasting and prayer, singing praise to God, and the public ministry of the
Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testa-
ment—Luke 22:19-20; John 13:4-7; James 5:14. v

16. We beiieve the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion and that
believers are the only objects for bagtism.—Matt. 3:15; Mark 1:*’)-20; Acts
4:38-39; Rom. 6:5; Col. 2:12,

17. We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a final judg-
ment at the last day.—John 5:28.29; 11 5-8.

‘.
18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the tor-
ments of the wicked are endless—Matt. 2:9.

FORMS

FORM FOR LICENSE
This i to certify that the bearer, Brother ...

.. of the County of . ...
B T oo s e T is a regular member of the Free Will

Baptist church; in the said cOUNLY Qf .o ey State
B s is hereby licensed to preach the gospel for

one year. Done by order of the church in conference.
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PETITIONARY LETTER FROM A CHURCH TO AN ASSOCIATION
Free Will Baptist Church of Christ

This the o i e} S T ——— = 1 o || ("
To the Free Will Baptist Association
sendeth greetings: We constitute a Free Will Baptist Church by Elder
R L s with mem-

bers.. We have adopted the Articles of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of the _

Free Will Baptist church. We are at peace. We have called as pasior,

N e e i R O R PO U 1SS 0 S We
send as our delegates, Brethren
We do humbly petition... Free Will

Baptist Association for membership in the same. We send for minutes
- e . Hoping our humble petition will be granted, we are,
Your brethren in Christ,

............... , Moderator.
Church Clerk.

CHURCH LETTER

Free Will Baptist Church of Christ.
o e DB e

1) AT L. () 1, L

This is to certify that ..
is a member of the above named church in good standing.and is hereby at
his or her request dismissed from us. Done by order of the church in
conference. This letter will be void aiter six months.

Moderator.
Church Clerk.

HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH
~ When any number of converts, not less than five, desire to constitute
a church, the following order should be observed: (A) The officiating min-
ister shall inquire into the Christian character and ability of the members
to sustain the church. This being satisfactory, (B) The minister shall
then read the Articles of Faitl}, and finding they have obeyed and adop'ed
the same, (C) He shall then pead the Church Covenant, while the congrega-

lion joins in singing a suitable hymn. (D) He shall have the members to -

extend to each other the right hand of fellowship. (E) He shall then offer
a prayer of consecration. (F) He shall then declare the body organized.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
The arder of business shall be as follows: (1) The election of a clerk. .
(2_5 The election of deacons. (3) The election of a treasurer. (4) The election
of a pastor. (5) The selection of a name. (6) The selection of a day of
worship. (7) Adjournment.

STATISTICAL TABLE
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