


GHUitCH CONFERENCE 
1. Prayer (imles~ divine service has just been concluded and generally 

then.) 
2. Invite visi ting brethren to seats. 
3. Open the door for the reception of members, and read over min-

utes or last conferenc.~. 

4. Ca)! for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgment. 
6. For reference of deferred business. 
7. For mattet·s of dealing which are in order to come before the 

c·hurch. 
8. For miscellaneous busir.ess. 

J ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. The body at c;;cb session shall be opened and closed with prayer 
2. Call for churc:h letters and haye them read, and names of min­

isters and delo!gates em·olled. 
3. Elect a Moderator, Asslstant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by 

ballot. 
4. Call for Petitionary LE'ttt>rs . 
5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. 
6. Call for C?rresponding Messengers. 
7. Appoint Committees: (al Prea;.h;ng; (b) Denqminational Li~era­

ture; l c) Temperance; (d) Church and De; :itut.on; (e) Education; (f) Min· 
tsters; (g) Sw1day Sch9ols and Literature; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance; 
( j) Card of Thanks. 

8. Unfinished business· 
9. Report of Committees. I 

10. Miscellaneous business. 
11. Adjoornment. I ., 

( 
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• PROCEEDINGS 
TRURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 14, 1937 

The Thirty-first session of the Little Rive-r Association of the United 
Free wiU BaptJst, convened with Ot·ange Grove church, Lowndes County, 
Georgia . 

Prayer by Bro. J . L. Harlsfield. 
The lntro::Juctory Sermon was preached by Rev. John R. Weeks. 

Text: Exodus, lOth · chaplet· and 22nd. verse. 
Nl'On. Dinner set,ved and enjoyed. 
Called to order at 1:30 p. m. by the Moderator. 
Pt·ayer by Bro. Wm. Wilson. 
Invited visiting Brethren and Sisters to seats with us. 
Scrip:ut·e lesson presented by the· Moderator. Psalms, 39th chapter. 
Callt?d f<?Jl lettet·s (rom t)te chut·ches. Had read and delegates seated. ,'­
Elected Moderator and As,5istanl Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by ·, 

ballot. 
R!!v. J . D. Little. Moderator. 
Rev. Byron C. Davis, Assisl<jnt Moderatot. 
B. Baker, Clerk and Treasurer. 

-
Called for Petitiona1·y letters. 
Ca.lled for Con·esponding Messengers from sister associations. 
Georgia Union represented by Rev. Neil H. Parrish. Union, visitor's 

report by Rev. J . F. AshmoJ·e. Received by the Moderator extending the 
right hand of fellowship to them. 

Appointed Committees as follows: 
PREACHING-Carson Parrish. Paffo>rd H iers, N. T. Brooks. 
DENOMIISAT IONAL LITERATURE--L. S. Davis, J. A. Pope, W. L 

Akins T . D. Perry. 

TEMPERANCE-Rev. John R . Weeks. George Cowart, Sisters Linnt-; 
Mae Giddens end Ida High!owet·. 

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTJON-L. W. Chafin. J . H . K. Jones, Clay-
ton Bowen. -

EDUCATlON-Wm. Wilson, L . S . Davis, H . E. Willis, Clean Clement.;. 
M1NISTERS-J. L. Hart..~fleld, F. C. Douglas, N . C. Branon, J. B. Ken­

non. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS-sis ters .Maxie Branon, L. S. Davis, Lizzie Doug­
las, Annie- Giddens, Zonie Smith, Virgie Newsome, Bl!rta Baker. 

RESOLUTJONS-Rev. Byt·on C. Davis, Jeff Giddens, Rev. J . C. Ar-
nold, Johnnie Tatf, A . A. Purvis. ' 

FINANCE-Abner Baker. Rev. Seaborn Bowen, Ray Parrish. 
C.'rl{D OF THANKS-Rev. Byron C. Dav:s, W.m. Wilson, N. C. Branon. 
Returned Correspondence to s is ter associations as follows: 
CRATTAHOOCFIEE-Rev. J . D. Little. To convene with Little Bethel 

church M~~;con count'.)·, Geor9ia, near Ideal. 

GEORGIA UNION-RSJ!. Byron C. Davis. To convene with Clements 
Bridge church, Mitchell county Georgia, near Baconton, Friday before the 
.SCl'Ond Sunday in October, 1933 

UNION- Rev. John R. Weeks. 
SOUTH GEORGIA-Jeff Giddens. 
Received reports from the union meetings as follows: 
District No. 1, balance in Treasury .• - .................. - .................... $23.24 
District No. 2 balance in Treasury .......................... - - ............. $40.84 
Recejved invitation card w join a Georgia Convention of Associations 

and tabled it until Friday's session. 
By a move and second adjourned until Friday, 9 a. m. 

REV J. D. LITTLE, Moderaror. 
B. BAKER. Clerk. 

FRIDAY, 9 A. M ., OCTOBER 15, 193'7 
Called to Qrder by the Moderawr. 
P rayer by J. A. Pppe. 
Ordered 300 Minutes printed and authorized Treasurer ro pay for same 

and pay the Clerk $10.00 and the Moderator $5.00 for their seryices. 
Voted to pay traveling expense of Correspondent !rom Union Associa­

tion, Rev. J. F . Ashmore, $1.25. 
By a move and second called !or report of Committees. 

'"'REACHING 
Thursday night, Rev. Byron C. Davis. Friday, Jl a. m . . Rev. J. F. 

Ashmore and Rev. Seaborn Bowen. 
N . T . BROOKS, Chairman. 

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION ~ 

We your c-ommittee are happy to report that we find all churches in 
good spiritual condition and all supplied with pastors. 

L. W. CHAFIN, Chai~an. 

. DENOIDNAT IONAL LITERATURE 
We your Committee recommend that Free Will Baptist Literature be 

used in all our Sunday Sc!vJols. 
We appoint Rev. Byron C,...Davis w preach the next Introductory Ser­

mon. 
We recommend the next session of the association be held at Corinth 

church, Tifl county, Georgia, one mile north of f!rookfield, T~ursday 'and 
Friday before the third Sunday in October, 1938. 

L. S. DAVIS, Chairman. 

TEMPERANCE 
We your Committee believe that we should ' be temperate in all things. 

We believe in so doing that we receive b le55ings. We also beheve that 
we neglect to read the Church Covenant as often as we should. We urge 
that all ministers read and explain every part at least once every year. 

REV. JOHN R . WEEKS. Chairman . 
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E[)UCATION .. 
We your Committee recommend that we should strive to give the 

rising generation every advantage possible in attaining at least a Common 
School education. 

Wm. WILSON, Chairman. 

MINISTERS 
We your committee find aU Min.isters in good standing as far as we 

know. 
J . L. HARTSFIELD, Chairman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
We your Committee find last year we had only Two churches with 

Sunday School~. This year we find Five churches with Sunday Schools. 
We do not onli recommend t~l preachers and deacons encourage Sunday 
Schools and leagues but attend when it is possible and encourage fathers 
and mothers to attend and that we use Free Will Baptist Literature. 

MRS. MAXIE BRANON, Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS 
We your Committee recommend that the Preachers and Deacons meet­

ing be discontinued, referring aU bus.iness under the jurisdiction of thc­
. Preachers and Deacons meetings to the Union meeting. 

Be it further resolved that the Union meeting continue in their r£· 
spective Districts as they are, lending our every effort to their support. 

We recommend Qtat out· Ministe:-s ~ffirm our doctrine in every ser­
mon. 

Be i( further recommende<i that our Ministers, Deacons and members 
study, practice and teach our Covenant, Decorum and Doctrine. Givin .~ 
earnest heed to reports of the various committees. Also, that out· churche$ 
encourage the Ministry in every respective way. 

- REV. BYRON C. DAVIS,, Chair·man. 

FINANCE 
Collections from the Churches ......... .... .. $55.75 , 

4.96 Balance in Treasury .... ~ ............ ___ , ,., ..... ....................................... .......... . 

$60.71 
E. RAY PARRISH, "-Chainnan. 

OARD OF THANKS 
We the Deiegates and Visitors of the LitUe River Assoc.iation extend 

to Orange Grove church and Community a vote of our appr.eciation for· 
the · generous hospitality and 1care for us while in their midst. May the 
Lord's richest blessings contfnue to be with you till we meet again. 

N. C. BRANON. Chairman. 

Friday noon, served di~ner. 
Called to order at 2 p. m. by the Moderator. Prayer by Bro . .Teff 

Giddens. 
Took up reference from yesterday of joining State Convention. Dis­

cussed at length and on motion deferred or decided not to join. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1937. 
The Preachers and Deacons meeting convened with Pine Level church 
Elected Macom Paulk, chairman; and B. Baker, Clerk. 
Before noon subject 14th paragraph of the Association Decorum. 

Proved right by the Scriptw·es by Rev. Byron C. Davis and spoke on by 
others. Unanimously voted approving the 14th paragraph as correct. 

Afternoon ~ubject, Scriptw'lll quali_fications of a Deacon, led by Rev 
.1. D. Little. SpQ}ie on by others. 

Only two churches repre.sented. 
Four Deacons, 3 Preachers. attending the meeting. 
Voted lO refer the meeting to the association. 
By a move and second, adjourned. 

MACOM PAULK, Ci1airman. 
B. BAKER, Clerk. 

ROLL OF DELEGATES 
COOL SPRlNGS-N. C. Bt·anon, L. W. Chafin, H. E. Willis, C. M. Cbatln: 

Abner Baker, J . A. Pope, Mrs. Maxie Branon, Mrs. Vi1:gie Newsom!!, Mrs . 
Fronie Chafin, Mrs. Berta Baker. 

FRlENDSHIP- F . C. Douglas. Jeff G:ddens, Mrs. Lizzie Douglas, Miss 
Linnie Mae Giddens, .Mrs. Annie Giddens. 

SUJ\l\'Y SLCE-Clinto!'l Clements, Clayton Bowen. Johnni!Taft. 
FOREST HILL-Perry Rice. 
ORANGE GROVE-Pafford Hiers, Carson E. Parrish, Daniel Griffin. 

E. Ray Parrish. '-
CORINTH-Mrs. Zonfe Smi1h, Miss Ida Hightower, W. L. Akins. ME':l­

vin Akins. 
OZIAS-Wm. Wilson;-Geo. Cowar·t. 
PIJ\'E LEVEL---T. D. Perry. J . H. K. Jones. N. T. Brooks, J . L. Hart.; .. 

held. 
SHADY GROVE-A. A. Purvis, Mrs. Corine Purvis. 
ZION HILL- L. S. Davis. J . B. Kennon, Mrs. L. S . Davis. 
OAK GROVE-By pa·oxy (Rev. J . C. Arnold. ) 

~fl11.'1STERS A lli"D THEIR POST OFFICES 
H. J . Griffis ............. ........ - ............. .... - ... ......... . . -.............. - ............. Adel, G:J . 
J. C. Arnola _ ............ ·~· ...................... .. ..................... ........ ...... .. .... Millwood, Ga. 
\V. A. Bowen ............... .... . .. .. ........................................................ Axson, G<J . 
\V. R. Cato . .... .... ........ .. ................ : .. .. ~ .... .............. .... .. ............................. Alma, Ga. 
F . M. Cason ..... .,. ......... ....... - ... ... ....... .... ..... Valdosta, Ga .. R. F . D. No. 4 
John R. Weeks, ..................... .... ................... ..... .. ........ . ...... Norman Park, Ga. 



LICENTIATES 
Charlie Balance _, ........ ........... ....................... ...... ........... ........... ................................. .. 

UNION MEETINGS 
DISTRICT NO. 1 

Shady Grove .. ................... .... ............ .... ................... Fourth 5th. Sunday in 1937 
Corinth ........................ - : .. : .............. ~.. ........... .... .. ... First 5th. Sunday in 1938 
Pine Level ............. .......................... .. .......... ..... ........ Second 5th. Sunday in 1938 
Cool Springs _ ......... .......... - ................................... Third ' 5th. Sunday in 1938 

...) DISTRICT NO. 2 
Ozias ........................................ .. .. L .......... : ............... Fourth 5th. Sunday in 1937 
Zion Hill .............................. .......... ~ ...... .......... ... ...... ..... First 5th. Sunday in 1938 
Orange Grove ...... ............................... .................... : Second 5th. Sunday in 1938 
Sunny Side ......... - ....................................................... Third 5th Sunday in 1938 _,... 
Forest Hill ............. - .......................................... ...... Fourth 5th. Sunday in 1938 
Oak Grove ................. ........... - ..................... - .......... First 5th. Sunday in 1939 
Friendship .................................................................. Second 5th Sanday in 1939 

Took up free will offering for Rev. M. F . Cason and received $10.00. 
On motion ajourned to meet with Corinth church Thursday and Fri­

day before the third Sunday in 1938, one mile north of Brookfield, Ga., 
Tift county. 

REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator, Ashburn, Ga. 
B. BAKER, Clerk, Ellenton, G a. 

ORDAINING COUNCU. 
REV. J . D . LITTLE .REV. H. J . GRIFFIS REV. JOHN C. ARNOLD 

REV BYRON C. DAVIS .REV. JOHN R WEEKS 

OBITUARIES 
In memory of Sister Ruth Kennon. I1 is sad for us to report the death 

of Sister Ruth Kennon, a faithful member of Zion Hill church, who departed 
this li.fe February 14th, 1937. She had been a member of this church 
since her 15th birthday, and always filled her place there. We regret this 
Joss of our beloved sister, but a.re happy to know that she was faithful 
until the end. "' 

Sister Ruth was a good worker in our Union meetings. She was 
prompt to her duties, and had been secretary and treasurer for some time 
We miss her now, but we are trusting, and believe we will m eet her in 
heaven. 

./ MRS. ONEDA ARNOLD, Clerk . 

It is with sadness we ha\•e to report the dea1h of ow· beloved Brother 
W. P. James. We trust and feel that he is basking in the presence of G od. 

Faithfully submitted, 
Wm. WILSON, Ozias Chw·ch, Clerk. 

Our beloved Siste1· Sallie Flowers, died Sept 29, 1937. She was a 
regular attendant a1 church when she was not Providentially hi.ndered. 

By, C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE 
C. M. Chafin .. ........ ... ........... . .. .. .. ............................................ Norman Park, Ga. 
J. L. Hartsfield .. ....... .......... ............... ................ ...... ........ .. - ............. Ty Ty, G>~. 

Wm. W. Bryan .... -, ............................ ... ..-:. ........ ....... ......... .......... .... Omega, Ga. 
L. S. Davis ............. ....... ..................... ....... - ........... ............... ............. Wareboro, Ga. 
Martin Corbett .. ~ ............... ....... .................. .... .... ................ ............ _ Pearson, Ga. 

,) 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 
1. We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ. is .a congre­

eation of Christians constituted and governed according to the ruies lai:l 
ciown in the New Testament. 

2. That these rules require chut·ches t o preserve the form of govem­
m~nt and the ordinances of the fit·st Chr:stian churches and to be compose1 
or baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole numbet· of gospe! 
churches, and that the invisible church is composed of fhe redeem~ now 
in heaven and of such christians on earth as are not attached to the visible 
church according to the· gospel rules. 

4. That the eslablishm~nt or a central catholic government over the 
visible church, or any part :he~eof, is a device of earthly ambit!~. repug­
uant to the Word of God. subse1·vient to the churches and dangerous to the 
Hbe.r·ty of man. 

5. The gospel churches are the only e-c~les' astical bodi~ or tribunals 
~uthorized by the Scriptures; and that each church has the unrestricted 
tight to admini5ter its own government without supervision or interference 
be:ng under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that ii thi$ 
tigh t be sutrendered to J:uperintendin :;:- jurisdiction by delegation or othet·­
wise, t he a~serr.bly ceuses to be .a Gospel church. 

6. The chu t·<.hes may neverthel£ss: we suppose. meet by delegates. 
:form an a£Sociation ami dec!at·e the te~rns up:>n wh 'ch U1ey will keep up 
the correspondcmce: but that th•! right and authot·'ty , of churches . being in­
alienable, or in no way comprom!sed or hinde~ej by entering- i~to an .as~o- .., 

ciation. and therefore an association has no authority over churches or m­
d!viduals their only powe1· oeing to transact busine~ss which does·not per­
tain to churches in their ecdes:ast!cal cap:tcity; to promote na~ural inter­
<.11urses, and a concentration of voluntary e.f!ort: •and to give ~at . a~vicf' 
to churches which might wi:h equal authori'y be give:1 by any mdhrtdual 

7. Tha i tne autho:·ity of thc .churches is designated for the perpetua­
tion of the true religion of the G:::spel. and for the preservation of true and 
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orderly bodies of Christians on earth: that is fully sufficient for the pur· 
pose intended, but that does not extend to persons, property or the con­
science of men in any manner whatsoever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
and obedience to the Gospel. that faith in Christ n1!1:e5Sarlly exists in con­
nection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that 
to pri!Scribe any other requisite of such membership is an assumption of 
authority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the elder« 
are caUed bishops or pastot·s, and all of U1e elders are equal in rank though 
they may perform dill'erent funcf.ioris- since some may be bishops or pas­
tors of particular churches, while others may be simple ~lders, having n\i 
pastoral charg.e. 

10. That"'the authority ota minister of the Gospel extends to teaching. t 
exhortation anci rebuke. but nO further; that he cannot perform any ac:.. 
that belong to the authority of the church- such as the reception of mem~ 
bers into the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders: that as a mem-...­
ber of the chut·ch, be is not more than any other member, and if he is guilty 
of transgression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren and con­
victed or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet 
we think it pr.Jdent to call in advisory help especiaJJy if the minister .s 
lo be tried upc..n a charge of heresy. 

II. That christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in water in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost . 

12. That the Lord's Suppe.r and the washing of the saint's feet ar·! 
ordinances to be observed in the churcft until the Lord comes. 

13. ·That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office or ordi­
nation, by the imposition of the hands or the presbytery and prayer, wlthou: 
which they are not aulhor!zed to administer the ordinances pertaining to 
their respective offices. • 

14. No prt>ach'er shaH "be ordained unless caiJed to~ tak~ charge or "' 
church as pastor. or some good and sufficient reason. 

CHURCH DECORUM 
1. The church may choose a pastor annuaiJy :1t the last regular ' con­

;'erence in Association year; or if ti1ey prefer it, may choose a pastor for an 
!ndefmite hmith of time to continue from year to year. as long as he may 
deem it prope~ to keep up the connec:ion. ..., 

2. When 11 becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other 
time; but if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be 
uppointed at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor sbaJJ be moderator of the church, but when he is jibsent 
or does not sit as moderator being present, some suitable brother shall b~ 
uppointed 'to sit in hts play. 

4. There sball be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it 
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions 
made by the rhurch !or the pastor, etc .. and to distribute the bread an~t 
wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

I 
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5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neg­
lect to partalte o! the Lord's Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause 
that the same may be laid before the church in confere.nce, if n ecessary. 

6. Some ::uitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be 
his du\Y to do aU the recording and writing pertaining to the businesl 
of the church, and to preserve a file o! the minutes or the Association. 

7. When !: Clerk is appointed, aJJ the books. minutes, ete., belonging 
to the Clerk, l'haU be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor. 
Also, it shaiJ be the duty or t.he church clerk to revise the church roU at 
least once a year. lL shall be the duty' of the pastors to instruct the dea­
cons and clerks of their churches in regard to money for minutes. 

8. The churJh shaU hold a two days' monthly meeting embracing Sat­
" urday and tlte Lord's Day following, the first or which shaU be the regular 

time of the cnnterence. 

9. I t shall be tile duty of every member, male or female, to att4:nd each 
conference meenng. if they can, for on that day the pastor is exPected tu 
instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain and pointed lessons 
en doctrine, dis.:1pline and the rules of holy living. 

10. Any male member who ~hall fail to attend three successive con­
lcrences, and c.ny member whateve•· of the church according to the Cove­
nan. (Article 5 ) shaJJ be cited to appear in confet·ence .and answer for hi~ 
neg>ect; but the church may exempt members from this rule if necessary. 

Jl. Confetences shall be opened and conducted as follows: (J ) Prayer, 
cnless divme service has JUSt been concluded, and generally then. (2) In· 
vite visiting b1eJ1ren · to seals. (3) Open the door for recepliol o! mem­
bers. (4) Call tor absentees. (5) For acknowledgments. (6) For referen~ 
c .. delerred business. (7) For mJ .te•s of dealing wh.ch are in order to com:J 
Ll:o: c the c.!lut_h. (8 ) For m:scellaneous bustness. 

12. Vis.ting bretht en. as helpers called in from s:ster ' churches, shall 
spe:~k and make mo.tions or seconds. but not allowed to vote. 

13. Any o1·der!y member of the B:~p.isl church who does not hold this 
church in !etlowship may be rece:ved into the chur~h without a letter when 
h is made apparenl that his chrjslian character is unimpeachable and that 
he has cpplied 1or a Jetter and could no; obtain it because he desired to 
join lhis ot· some s:ster church. All other persons must join by letter 'l~ 

baptism. 
J4. No member shall be rece ind wllh 'lut the unanimolll! consent. of th~ 

members present. but unreason .. ble objections shall not be valid, unless 
wiU1drawn the members wh.:~ make them shall be liable to be taken undet· 
dealing with the church. 

15. When 'he Moderator calls' for absentees the Clerk shall inform the 
church what male members have been absent !rom three successive con­
fe:·enccs and tlte Moderator shnll appoint some brother or brethren to cite 
l•ach of them to the next conference. 

16. Nu member shall be expelle:l unless he has been cited verbally or 
in wri ting to aLtend the trial, provided his residence be known to the church. 



li. When a witness. oot a member of the church, is introduced, he 
shail not be ecamined until the question has been put to the church, Will 
you hear the testimony of ~h(' witness'? ' • 

18. The evidenc~ in every case of dealing and acknowledgment shall 
ue 1·ecorded in the church book. 

19. Members dismissed from the church by Jetter who become dis­
orderly or continue to hold their letter wiU1out good reason shall be cited 
to conference to answer for their misconduct. 

20. Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on their petition 
if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin­
cerely l'epented for tl1tir forme1· evil. 

21. A vote shall :not be taken upon questions. without a move and a 
second and all important questions the vote shall be taken, by rising to the 
ieet. • 

22. No ~tion shall be made while a move and second is before th·.' 
conference. 

23. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent him­
self from conference when an important question is t~ be decided; but n 
member upon request, may be exempted by the church from voting Ol' 

eithe.r side in pe~uliar cases. 

24. No member shall leave the house during conference without a suf­
ficient cause, nl•r engage in conversation or wl•ispering without being sub­
ject to be called to order- by the Moderato1·. 

25. All discussion in conference must be conducted with calmness and 
good feeling; those who speilk must rise to their feet and address the Mod­
c:-rator, and keep to llie point in the debate. 

26. No one shal l speak more than three times. on the same question 
without permission (rom rhe Moderator, nor s11all U1e remarks of any one 
15e unreasonabiy long. 

27. When the !Vf.oderator speaks he must designate some brothel· t(l 
act in bis stead. 

28.- No one shall be inteiTUpted while speaking unless it can be to 
call the spcaku to 01'rier. 

29. ll shali be the duty of each church to attend to the administration 
of the Lord's Supper and washing -of the Saint's feet at least once a year·. 

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the ad­
ministration should not be deferred on account of any Ol'dinary matter ot· 
dealing. · " 

31. Publi.~ fasting, humiliation and prayer· shall be observed on prop••r 
occasions. 

32. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of one or 
more chur·ches. 

33. Thls Decorum may,;{e altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of 
the membership present at any two consecutive monti1ly con!erences. 

.. 
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CHURCH COVENANT 
l. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace into the 

knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our 
time and t:llents to the interest of pure and undefiled religion, we do 
solemnly covenant with each other to walk together in love and brotherly 
kindness and k glorify God through lite as the only hope in death. 

2. We agr·ee to exercise Christian love and affection for each other as 
members of the household of faitll, that tlle knowledge of truth may be 
·glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect in tlle will of 
God through Christ Jesus concerning us. 

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God and 
ordinances of His church, not to forsake the assembling of ourselves to­
Eether; that we will cheerfully contrib~te of the means with which we are 
blessed for the ministry among us and other necessary expenses of the 
church. ..J 

4. We wili not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer ancl 
the duties of family worship, and the tr:1ining up of our children and 
those under our care witll a view to the service of Christ and· the enjoy. 
ment or Heaven. · 

5. We agree to n~glect our secular or worldly avocation to attend tht.! 
stated meetings of the church and to labor tor its prosperity in the most 
holy faith, believing that if we do this we let our Ught shinej if we fail te 
attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a s tumbling block to the world 
and reproac·h to tlle church. . 

6. We believe that all Christians ere endowed with certain talents and 
influences. for the improvement of which they will be accountable to tlli:! 
G1·eat Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church 
it is our ciuty to approach such in the spit·i t of love and to admonjsh them to 
forsake theil· evil doings, if they will not hear thee, take one or two more. 
that in the mot.th of two or three witnesses every word may be established: 
1hen if they will not heaJ' U1e church, then let them be unt~ thee as af\ 
heathen man nnd a publican. ' · 

7. We believe tlle worldly dance and drink'ng ardent spirits with an:! 
co-mingling with drunkards a1·e sins which should be condemned by th(! 
church. 

8 . It shall be 1he duty of all pastors to read or have read this Covenant 
and lo explain every part and d!:iuse thereof to the church on the opening;, 
of alJ church meetings. 

DECORUM 
1. At the meeting of each session of the Association the officers ·of the 

preceding session shall preside until their succes;ors shall be ko_own. 
2. At each session and previous to proceeding to bU$iness tlle names of 

the mlnisters and delegates shc.ll be called. 
3. At the close of each session the entire proceedings shall be read for 

conection and approval. 
4 Any pc:·son wishing to speak shall rise and address the moderator 



He shall confine him$ell to the question under consideration and avoid 

r.ersonallties. . . 
· 5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subJeCt Without per~ 

mission (rom the bt>dy. . 
6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion. 
7. Wheri a question is WJder discussion no motion or proposition shall 

be received except to adjo~.·to Ia); on the table, to amend or postpone in­
definitely, whlt:h several motions shall be preferred in U'e order in which 
they are stated. _.. 

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association or 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. After motion has been decided any member having voted in the af-
firmative may move a reconsideration. 

10. No member shall absent J\lmseli during the session without 
~erm!ssion from the presiding offlcet·, and none shall take final leave of 
absence without permission from the body. . 

11. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be admit-

ted to its consideration. 
12 .. This Decorum may be amended at any s~ssion o[ the Association 

by a majority vote. . . 
13. No church shall liberate any minister commg from any other d<:~ 

nomination until be has been examined by the Ordaining Council and rc­
~ived credentials· bearing~tbeit approval. 

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongue In their church 
mall "be regarded as encouraging heresy, and shall be dealt with for such. 
Also any churt'h, or pastor oilowing preaching of such. that is, sinless per­
fection. as a second work of grace, to occupy their pulpit. shall be. dealt 
with !or encow·aging heresy. 

CONSTITUTION 
l. This Association shaJJ hereafter be known as th'c Little River Fre.! 

Will Baptist Association. 
2. h shall be composed of: (I)_ The ministers. bo1h ordained and 

licensed, belonging thereto: (2) Legal delegates from the churches com-
posing the same.. · 

3. f{equirements o1 cj(w·ches: Each church shall be required to sen•! 
up an annual report to ale Association in which they shall make a bri_e~ 
statement of t he pastor, report the character and usefulness of the ministc< 
whose membership is with them, give name and post offi ce of the Church 
Clerk, give the number baptized. received by letter, dismissed by letter. 1'~­
sto••ed, ~eluded. and died, the number of members, and the amount pa•c 
for Assodational purposes. 

4. Each church in the Association shall be considered an advisory 
l>ody and shall control its own internal affairs having the unrestricted right 

.- to administer it£ own government without suspension or interference, bcin;: 
under Christ essentially independent and absolute. 

5. This body shat: be con!idered an :1dvisory council whose duty it ·~ 

t~ meet anouaiJy at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous ses­
sion and not to adjourn formally until aU business is settled, and while th.ere 
it shall be Its duty to examine all questions of general interest to tbe As­
sociation and to ~ their best inftuence to promote a moral and benevolent 

.- means and institutions such as education, Sabbath Schools, missionary work, 
l'tc. 

6. Tht> officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Cl~rk and 
Treasurer. to be chosen by baJJot. 

7. Churchts wishing to become members of this ~soclation must 
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. Chu.rches sending delegates to this Association shaJJ be allowed 
l'OP. delegate for each ten members' or rraction thereof. 

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session of 
this Associarlon by a majority of votes. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. We believe that there is but one living, true, eternal God. tl'e Father, 

of whom are ::11 things, from everlasting to everlasting, glorlou!' and im­
mutable in all His attributes.-! Cor. 8:6; lsa. 40:28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ from whom are all 
things, the only begotten Son of God. Son of the Virgin Ma~. whom GOO 
freely sent into the world because of the great love wherewith He loved the 
world, and Christ as treely gave himself a ransom for aU, tasting death tor 
every man, who was burled and rose again the third day and ascended into 
Heaven, from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds ot' 
Heaven, at the last day to judge-both the quick and the dead.-1 Tim. 21 : 
~-6; Heb. 2:8; John 2:2: Rev. 1:7; Acts 24:15: John 2:16. 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of tile 
Father, through His dear Son. unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth 
s inners home to God.-St. .John 19:7-il: Acts 4:4; 5~6; Eph.~ 4 :4: 5-6. ... 

4. We believe that in the beginning God made man upright; and 
placed him in a stale of glory without the least m ' xture of misciry, !rom 
which he voluntarily by transgression fell. and by that means brought on 
himself a mist>rabte and mortal stat'e -;ubject to d~ath.-Gen . 2:17; 3:19. 

5. We believe that God is not wi lling that any should perish but that 
::11 should come to repentance, and the knowledge of the truth that they 
might be sav1..'<.1, !rom which end Christ had commanded the gospel to b1! 
preached amon~ all nations and to every creature.-Mark 16-15 : Luke 24:47: 
John 3-12~17: Tim. 2:4. 

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Chris: 
who died for him, but as ttie scriJ?ture has said. for denying the Lord that 
bought them, because they believ~ not in the only begotten Son of God 
Unbelief, thert:rore, being the cause why the just and righteous God o: 
Heaven will condemn the children of men: it follows -against all contradic­
t1on that all men at one' time or another, ,are found in, such capacity a3 
that through the gracl' ot God, they may be eternally saved.-Mark 6:6. 
Heb. 3:10; 1 John 5:10. 



' 

7. We ~iieve that whole Scriptures are infallibly true and that they ' 
are the only rules of faith a~d pr.actice.-11 Tim. 3:6-17. I' 

8. We believe in the doctrine of general provision made of God i.n 
Christ for the benefit of all mankind who repent and believe the Gospel­
Luke 14:16-20; Mat.28:l9-20; Luke 13:2-5: Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15-

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy 
Ghost th.rough Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine aitl 
to all the human family, so as they all might be happy would they give 
place to His divine teaching: whereas such who do not receive the divine 
impression of Holy Spirit shall at a future day own their condemnation just 
and charge themselves with their own damnation for wilfully rejecting the 
offers of sovereign grac.e.-Matt. 11:27; St. John 6_:44-65; Psalms 1:1; 2:11-12: 
Jer. 22:29. . 

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as ungodly men, we:-li: 
of old ordained to condemnation; considered suctr who turn the grace of 
God to lasciviousness; denying the Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ whu 
bought them, and ther~fore shall bring upon themselves s\vift destruetion, 
but we observe that they, and such the apostle saith, because they receive 
not the love of th~ truth that they might be saved, the~efore, the indigna­
tion and wrath of God is upon every soul that doeth evil, living and dying 
therein, for there is no respect of persons with God.-Jude 1:4; 2nd Peter 
~: 1 ; Thess. 2:11-12; Romans 2:9-11. 

11. We believe: that all chilgren dying in infancy, having not actually 
transgressed against the law of God in their own person are only subject to 
the first death; which was brought on by the fall of Adam, and not that aD\' 

of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment ~ hell the guilt or 
Adam's sin, of such is the k.lr:gdom of God.-lst Co. 15:32; Matt. 19:2-5, 
Mark 9:26-27; Matt. 19-14. 

12. We bPlieve that good works are fruits of saving faith, and that 
in the use of the means of grace and not out of the use of these mean~ 
eternal lite is promised men.-Rev. 22:14-15; Isaiah 1:19-20; Matt. 7-8: 
Jer. 13:24-35. ./ 

13 We beiieve that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scripture for 
justification before God through his work, power or ability, which he has 
in and for himself, only as he by grace is made able to come to God through 
Jesus Christ, believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed 1.11 
all believers !or their eternal acceptance with God.- Rom. 4:24; Ac<~ 

13:20-21. 
14.. We be:lieve that all thlngs are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so 

<that God knoweth whatsoever can or can not c6me to pass upon all sup­
posed condition$; yet not as having dect•eed any person everlasting death or 
everlasting life, out of respect of mere choice, farther than He hath ap­
pointed the godly unto life, and the ungodly who die in sin unto death.­
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-23; Matt. 25 :3y46. 

15. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's baptiSm, 
laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine, wash­
ing the saints' feet, annointing the sick with oil in tlle name of the Lord. 

,.. 
lasting ~nd praye~, singing praise to God, and the pubic ministry of til~ 
Word WJth every tnsblution of the Lord we shall tlnd in the New Testa-
ment-Luke 22:19-20; John 13+7: James 5:14. : 

. 16. WP believe the Gospc=l mode of baptism is by iml'l\ersion and that 
believers an~ tile only objects for baptism.-Matt. 3:15; Mark 1:15-20; Act~ 
3:38-39: Rom. 6:5: CoL 2:12. 

17. We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a fmal judg­
ment at the last day.-John 5:28-29; II 5-6. 

111. We believp the happiness of the rigl~teous is eternal and th'c tor­
ments of the wicked are end!c:ss.- Matt. :!:9. 

FORMS I 

FORM FOR LICENSE 

This lz to certify that :he bearer, Brother . _ . .. ...... . . ........ .. .. 

... of the County of ............ ...................... . .............. _ ............ ' ···~~· · · ·· · ···· .. 
SLat~ of ............ ·-·- ........ .. is a regular member of the Free wm 
Baptist church, in the said rounty of ........ ... ... ........ . ....... . ... , Stali• 

ot ....... .. · ··· ... .... .. .... --· .... is hereby licensed t.;J preach the gospel for 
one year. Do!le by order of the church in conference. 

This . ............................ day of.. A. D. 193 

Signed .............. .... _, Moderator. , 

...... ··-· ... ···········: ··••--.-.-....,.,.,, 

Ordaining Council. 

PETITIONA.RY LETTER FRO.M A CHURCH TO AN ASSOCIATION 

... --· .... ·· ...... - ............. ................ . Free Will B:~ptist Church of Christ 
This the ........ ................. day of . ...... . A D 193 

To ti1e .... . ... :::··~~·ec -~·i·;l ··~~ptis; A~soci~~;;~ 
"endeth g:·eetings: We constiture a Free Wlll Bapt:st Church by Elder 

..... - ............... .................. ............ ···- ... ... .......... ·-....... with . ...... . . .. . mem. 

ber~ ~e have .adopted the Art icle£ Of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of the 
Fre~ Wrll Baptrst chUI·ch. We ar)r-;:~l peace. We have callPd as pastor· 
Elder .......... ...... ........ . ........... .... _ ............................... ............................... W~ 
!>end as our dl:!iegntes, Brethren ................. ~ .... .. . 
VIe do humbly PCiition .... .... '"'u···H··········-···-' .' .......... ... ..... ·.·~·.·.·.-.·.·.·_·:·.·.·.·.-~ .. ·:~·~ .. ~;~~--~~·;~ 
Baptist Association !m· membership in the same. We send for minutes 
$ ... --.... ................ . Hoping our humble petition wiU be gran:ed, we are, 

Your brethren in Christ. 

............ ................................ ............... ........ ·--············· Moderator 

. ... .. ....... ··· ........... .............. _ ........................ , Church Clerk. 



.. 

CHURCH LETTER 

.... : .............. ............. .............. ............. .............. Free \Viii . Baptist Church of Christ 
This ................................ -day of ........ ... ........... .................. .............. ,., A. D., 193 ......... . 

This is ~ certi(y thai.. ................... ~. ............................................................ ...... , 
is a member of the above naJiOed church in good standing and is hereby a1 _./' 
his . or her request dismissed !'rom us. Done by order of the church in 
conference. This letter will be void after six months. · 

........... .................... ......... .. ..... .... ............ ........................... Moderator._.,.-

·················· ·········································· ··········· ··········· Church Clerk. 

HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH , 
When any number of converts, not less than five, desire . to constitute 

a church, the following order should be observed: (A) The officiating min­
ister shall inquire into the Christian character and ability of the member;; 
to susta.in tbe church. This being satisfactory, (B) The minister shall 
then reacl the Articles of Faith, and finding they have obeyed and adopted 
the sam~. (C) He shall then read the Church Covenant, while the congrega. 
tion joins in singing a suitable hymn. (D) He shail have the members to 
.extend to each other !he right hand of fellowsh'p. (E) He shall then offer 
a prayer of consecratiOI). (F') He shall then declare the body organized. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
The order of business shall be as follows: ( 1) The election of a clerk 

(2) The election of deacons. (3) The election of a treasurer. (4} The elec­
tion of a pastor. (5) The selection. of a name. (6) The ~election of a d~y of 
worship. 7 Ad.iournment . 

./ 

/ 


