1h

e

i

(1]

he

4

ey g




CHURCH CONFERENCE

1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been concluded and gen-
erally then.)

2. Invite visiting brethren to seats.

3. Open the door for the reception of members, and read over
minutes of last conference,

4, Call for absentees,*

5. For acknowledgements.

6. For reference of deferred business.

7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come before the

church. T

8. For miscellaneous business.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed with
prayer.

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of min-
isters and delegatss enrolled.

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
ballot.

4, Call for Petitionary Letters.

5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us.

6. Call for Corre:ponding Mzsssengers. .

7. Appoint Commiitees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational Lit-
erature; (c) Temperance; (d) Churches and Destitution; (e) Education;
(f) Ministers; (g) Sunday Schools amd Literature; (h) Resolutions:
(i) Finance (j) Card of Thanks.

8. Unfinished business.

9. Report of Committees.

10. Miscellaneous business,

11. Adjournment.



PROCEEDINGS
THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 16, 1941

The Thirty-Fifth session of the Little River Association of the
United Free Will Baptists convened with Sunny Side church, Atkin-
son coumty, Georgia.

Prayer by Bro. C. M. Chafin and Rev. M. T. Goff. _

The Introdictory sermon was preached by Rev. M. T. Gofl. Text:
1st Kings, 18th chapter; 16 to 38 verses.

Prayer by Sister Anmie Douglas.

Dismissed and dinner served.

Called to order by the Moderator at 1:30 p. m.

Prayer by Bro, Macom Paulk.

Invited visiting brethren and sisters to seats with us.

Seripture lesson presented by the Moderator, 15th chapter Psalms.

Called for letters from the churches. 13 handed in and read by
Rev. N. H. Parrish and Wm, Wilson and the delegates seated.

Elected officers by ballot.

Rev. J. D, Little, Moderator.

Rev. J. C. Arnold, Wssistant Moderator,

B. Baker, Clerk and Treasurer.

Called for Petitionary Letters,

Called for Corresponding Messengers, —

Jasper Free Will Association, Rev. J. L. Conner, Montera Park,
California,
Umnion Association, Rev J. F. Ashmore.
Georgia Union, Rev. Neil H, Parrish.
South Georgia, Rev. Joe Harris.
Received by the Moderator extending Delegates the right hand
of fellowship.
Appointed Committees as follows:
PREACHING—H. R. Douglas, Carson E. Parrish, Johnnie Taft.
. DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE—Joe Giddens, Perry Rice.
TEMPERANCE—Sisters Ida Lancaster, Mary Jane Coley, Irene
Sumner,
CHURCHES AND DESTITUTIONS—Ear]l M. Bonds, Effie Smith,
Johnnie Rutherford.
- EDUCATION—Sisters Annie Davis, Berta Baker
MINISTERS—George Cowart, L. S. Davis, Slayton Hayes, Everett
Williams.
SUNDAY SCHOOLS—Eddie Brown, Perry Rice.
RESOLUTIONS—Macom Paulk, Wm. Wilson, Tom Carlton.
FINANCE—Thomas Bennett, C. T. Baker,
CARD OF THANKS—Rev. Joe Turner. ~
On motion suspended regular order of busimess and took up mis-
cellaneous business.
Ordered 300 minutes printed. Paid Clerk $10.00.
Paid Moderator $5.00.
Moved and carrleﬁ to pay Corresponding Delegates from other
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associations expenses.

Moved and carried to have 3 ministers on ordaining council, Rev.
J. D. Little, Rev. M: H. Touchton, Rev. J. C. Arnold.

Moved and carried to*have 14th paragraph of the Government
and Ordinances to read as the 32nd paragraph of the Church Decorum.

By move and second, read a report from Cool Springs church and
adopted same.

Report of Ministers as required by Consntuuon. paragraph 3:

Bro. J. C. Weathers, member of Prosperity church, Turner Coun-
ty, Georgia, is our Pastor, active and doing good work.

Rev. John R. Weeks, member of our church, inactive as a member
or minister. Don't attend church or take any interest. We request
Executive Committee to convene and substitute some active minister
to preach Introductory Sermon at the Association.

REV. J. C. WEATHERS, Moderator,
C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk.
Cool Springs Church.

Returned Correspondence as follows:
Chattahoochee Association, Little Bethel church, Macon County,
Georgia, Thursday, before first Sunday in October, 1942, Macomi Paulk.
Georgia Union, Pine Level church near Plainfield, Thursday be-
fore second Sunday in October, 1942. Carson E. Parrish; Rev. M. T.
Goff.
South Georgia, New Hope church, 8 miles North of Odom, Friday
and Saturday before fourth Sunday in October, 1941. Rev. J. C. Arnold.
Union, Clements Bridge, near Camilla, Ga., Thursday before fourth
Sunday in October, 1941, Howard Johnson.
James D. Little, Union meeting reports balance in treasury
$58.72. B. Baker, Clerk and Treasurer.
The Ruth Kennon Union meeting reports balance in Tm of
$32.30. Mrs. Mamie Mercer, Secretary.
Prayer by Rev, Neil H. Parrish. Adjourned until 9 a. m. Friday.
REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator
B. BAKER, Clerk.

THURSDAY NIGHT

Prayer by Rev. Neil H. Parrish and Rev. M. H. Touchton,
Preaching by Rev. Joe Harris and Rev. Joe Turner.
Took up free will offering for Bro. Harris and received $16.99.
Dismissed by Rev. Harris.

FRIDAY MORNING, 9 A. M., OCT. 17, 1941
Called to order by the Moderator. Prayer by Bro. Andy Williams,
Called for report of the Committees as follows:

PREACHING
Thursday night, Rev. Joe Harris and Rev..Joe TFurner.
Friday, 11 a. m,, Rev. J. L. Comner, Rev. J. F, Ashmore,
Friday night, Rev. Joe Turner.
H. R. DOUGLAS, Chairman,
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DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE

We, your Committee, recdmmend that Free Will Baptist Literature
be used in Sunday Schools and Leagues.

We also recommend that Rev. Joe Turner preach the Introduc-
tory Sermon at the next session.

We recommend that the next session of the Association be held
with Corinth Church, 1 mile north of Brookfield in Tift county, Geor-
gia, Thursday and Friday before the 3rd Sunday in October, 1942

We also recommend that our members who can subscribe for our
paper published in Ayden, N. C.

JOE GIDDENS, Chairman.

TEMPERANCE

We, your Committee, believe that we should be Temperate in all
things. We also believe that we neglect to read and study the church
Covenant. We urge that all ministers read and explain every part
ithereof befm'e the church at least once a year.
lieve we will receive a‘great,er blessing,

SISTER MARY JANE COLEY, Chairman.

EDUCATION -

We recommend that the Free Will Baptists of this association en-
L] courage our young people to use every effort in the way of educating
cur children that they may understand the doctrine of Christ more
plainly.
ANNIE DAVIS, Chairman,

MINISTERS

We, your Committee, find all in good standing except two, so far
as we know.

We recommend Bros. W. A. Bowen and John R. Weeks to appear
in conference at the church of their membership to answer to reports
rumored on t,hemf

2 GEORGE COWART, Chairman,

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION

We your Committee, submit the following report: We find that
all the sister churches in our-bounds are supplied as far as we can learn.
EARL M. BONDS, Chairman.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS =5

We, your Committee, find that our Sunday Schools are failing to
function as they should, on account of fathers and mothers failing to
attend them. Again we find that our young pecple are failing to
have, proper examples set before them. We feel like' the boys and
girls brought up in Stnday Schoo! have a greater love for God than
those who don't have that privilege. i

EDDIE BROWN, Chairman.

By so doing, we be-\

RESOLUTIONS -

We, your Committee, make the following report:

We recommend that the Little River Association .pay our Cor-
responding Messengers expenses from all sister associations, and urge
all the churches to be diligent in sending up funds for the expenses
of our body.

MACOM PAULK, Chairmam.

) FINANCE

Balance from last Year ... $ 6.45
COMIBCHONE i i i i i st e ars rmeem et $52.11
Balance $58.56

THOMAS BENNETT, Chairman,

1 CARD OF THANKS
We, the Mlmsters and Messengers return our heartfelt thanks
to the entire community of Sunny Side church for their kindness and
hospitality toward us while with them. May God's richest blessimgs
ever be thrown around them.
REV. JOE TURNER, Chairman.

11:00 A. M. SERVICES

Prayer by Bro. Wm. Wilson.

Preaching by Revs. J. L. Conner and J. F. Ashmore,

Prayer by Bro. Tetem Giddens.

Adjourned and served good dinner.

Called to order by the Moderator,

Prayer by Bro. J. E. Davis, 4

Moved and carried to give Clerk authority to correct mistakes and
have minutes printed to best advantage and pay for same.

By a move and second, adjourned to meet with Corinth church,
Tift county, Georgia, Thursday and Friday, before 3rd Sunﬁay in Oe-
teber, 1942,

REV. J. D, LITTLE, Moderator.
Kirkland, Ga.

B. BAKER, Clerk amd Treasurer.
Ellenton, Ga.

ROLL CALL OF DELEGATES

OZIAS—George Cowart, Wm. Wilson.

ORANGE GROVE—Carson E. Parrish,

CORINTH—Luther Akins, Melvin Akins, Howard Johnson. M.
M. Franks.

ZION HILL—L. S. Davis, Sister Annie Davis.

PINE LEVEL, FLA—By Letter.

SUNNY SIDE—Everett Williams, Joe Giddens, Johnnie Taft, H.
R. Douglas, Eddie Brown.

FOREST HILL—Thomas Bennett, Perry Rice, Slayton Hayes. )

it S



.~

MT. WILLING—C. T. Baker, Earl M. Bonds.

SHADY GROVE—Johnnie Rutherford.

COOL SPRINGS—H. E. Willis, N. C. Brannen, Sisters Mary Jane
Coley, Fronie Chafin, Berta Baker.

_OAK GROVE—Sisters Ida Lancaster, Effie Smith, Irene Sirmans.

PINE LEVEL, GA.—Macom Paulk, Tom Carlton.

FRIENDSHIP—Miss L'u"l{lie Mae Giddens.

MINISTERS ANDR THEIR POST OFFICES
M. H. TOUChEDN, i i R 1 LR RN Live Oak, Fla.

J. C. Arnold, ......cccccoen ... Millwood, Ga.
W. A. Bowen .... Pearson, Ga.
M. T. Goff Lenox, Ga.

John R. Weeks Norman Park, Ga
Seaborn Bowen, coeeeenenn.. Kirkland, Ga.
Joe H, Turner .. T Live Oak, Fla. R. F. D. 5
o R . o s S R bR s S AR Kirkland, Ga.
U o din O T 1 S TR — conere.. Fairfax, Ga.

LICENTIATES
Charlie Balance
T. M. Giddens,

reeirnen Kirkland, Ga.
Kirkland, Ga.

LT

JAMES D. LITTLE UNION MEETINGS

Corinth .. 3 ot b N e Fourth 5th Sunday in 1941°
Mt. Willing «oooorooooneenne B e o e First 5th Sunday im 1942
Pine Level, Ga. .. R R Second 5th Sunday in 1942

reineneenee. ' Third 5th Sunday in 1942

Pine Level, P, ...
. Fourth 5th Sunday in 1942

Shady Grove ...

Forest Hill - wevrereresinnnnr. First 5th Sunday in 1943
Co0ol SPrilES . cooiiirecciisirsnnesnecinnsesicenennee. S€CONA 5th Sunday in 1943
RUTH KENNON UNION MEETINGS
Friendship .. Fourth 5th Sunday in 1941
Ozias ; v First 5th Sunday in 1942
Zion Hill ............. Second 5th Sunday in 1942
Orange GIOVE .....icsiiicmiaimsssssons SRERELEE LI Third 5th Sunday in 1942
Sunny Side .. .o ecieeiiieseee.. Fourth 5th Sunday i 1942
08K GIOVE .....coorvenrensracrin First 5th Sunday in 1943
TASHE 30 \ITEESEUTY | coverrr e AT hss ranannap b oo ban s A S b hmes 120 $58.56

Paid for Minutes ...=... < .. %30.00

Paid Clerk .......... e 10.00
Paid Moderator .
Postage on Minutes

$46.63 46.63

$11.83
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OBITUARIES

We regret very much to make the report of the death of Sister
Minnie Ola Ivey who has been a member of Shady Grove church
since the constitution of the church.

She is missed so much. But we feel our loss is heaver's gain for
just before her death she said don’t worry about me; there is nothimg
between me and God. \

A, A, PURVIS, Clerk,

With much regret we record the death of Rev. W. R. Cato who
was a member of Zion Hill. He was blessed to the ripe old age of
62 years. ¥

We feel that our loss is his eternal gain.

J. C. ARNOLD.

We regret to report the deaths of Pro. Josey Claxton and Sister
Genett Bowen who were members of Sunny Side church. We feel that
our loss is their eternal gain.

SUNNY SIDE CHURCH.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

C. M. CREBEN ..ooccieciiisiernrmesesessresssrssse s neenssenenns . NOTMan Park, Ga.
J.

L. Hartsfizld .cociaisaan Ty Ty, Ga.
HE. R. Douglas, . . Kirklamd, Ga.
Li B, DRVIE i ninntinmimmsasanan s Wareshoro, Ga.

Martin Corbetiill... ... coumryes i binasssiressi s sasamensersrisssssmessinne EALS0OR, G0,

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES

1. We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, is 4 con-
gregation of Christians constituted and governed according to the rules
laid down in the New Testament. ’

2. That these rules reguire churches to preserve the form of gov-
ernment and the ordinances of fhe first Christian churches and to be
composed of baptizad believers in Christ.

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of
gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed of the re-
deemed now in heaven and of such Christians on earth as are not at-
tached to the visible church according to -gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of a central catholic govemm@nt over
the visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition,
repugnant to the Word of God, subservient to the churches and dan-
gerous io the liberty of man. ™

5. The gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tri-
bunals authorized by the Scriptures; and that each church has the
unrestricted right to administer its own government without supervis-
jon or interference, being under Christ essentially independent and ab-
solute, and that if this right be surremdered to superintending jurisdic-
tion by delegation or otherwise, the assembly ceases to be a Gospel
church.

6. The churches may, nevertheless. we suppose, meet by delegates,
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form an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep

up the correspondence; but that the right and authority of churches
being inalienable, or in mo way compromised or hindered by entering
into an association, and therefore an association has no authority over
churches or individuals, their only power being to transact busimess
which does not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to
promote natural intercourses, and a concentration of voluntary effort;
and to give that advice to charche,s which might \mth equal authority
be giver by an individual.

7. ®That the authority of the churches is designated for the perpet-
uation of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of
true and orderly bodies of Christians on earth; that is fully sufficient
for the purpose intended, but that does not extend to persons, prop-
erly or the conscience of men in any manner whatsoever,

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in
Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ necessarily ex-
ists in connection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Chris-
tianity, and that to prescribe any other requisite of such membership
is an assumption of authority on the part of the c‘hurch and a departure
from the Gospel plan.

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the
elders are called hishop{ or pastors, and all of the elders are equal in -

rank though they may perform different functions— since some may
be bishops or pastors of particular churches, while others may be
simple elders, having no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to
teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot per-
form any acts that belong to the authority of the church— such as the
reception of members into the church compact, or the expulsion of of-
fenders; that as a member of the church, he is not more thar any
other member, and if he is guilty of transgression he is to be brought
tc trial before his brethren and convicted or acquitted in the same
manner as if he were a private person; yet we think it prudent to
call in advisory help especialiy if the minister is to be tried upon a
charge of heresy:

11. That Chr!stian Baptism is the immersion of the believer in
water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord's Supper and the washing of the saint’s feet are
ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes.

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office or
ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer,
without which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances per-
taining to their respective offices.

-
14, No Licentiate shall bz ordained until called in care of one or
more churches,

o

e w»

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church may choose a pastor anmually at the last regular
conference in Association year; or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor
for an indefinite length of time to continue from Year to year, as
long as he may deem it proper to keep up the connectiom.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any
other time; but if the choice be made at a special conference the time
must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is
sbsent or does not sit as moderator being present, some suitable brother
shall be appointed to sit in his place.

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty
it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all
contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute
the bread and wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper.

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or
neglect to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to ascertain the
cause that the same may be laid before the church in conference, if
necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be
his duty to‘do all the recording and writing pertaiming to the business
of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association.

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., be-
longing to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his
predecessor. Also, it shall be the duty of the church clerk to revise
the church roll at least once a year. It shall be the duty of the. pas-
tors to instruct the deacons and clerks of their churches irr regard to
money for minutes,

8. The church shall hold a two day’s monthly meetmg embracing
Saturday and the Lord's Day in!!nw:ng the first of which shall be the
regular time of the conference,

9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to at-
tend each conference meeting, if they can, for on that day the pastor
is expected to instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain
and pointed lessons on doctrine, disciplimz and the rules of holy living.

10. Any male member who shall fail to attend three sygcessive
conferences, and any member whatever of the church according to the
Covenant (Article 5) shall be cited o appear in comference and an-
swer for his neglect; but the church may exempt memhers from this
rule if necessary.

11. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: (1)
Prezyer unless divine service has just been concluded, and gemerally
then. (2) Invite visiting brethren to seats. (3) Open the door for re-
ceptioa of members. (4) Call for absentees. (5) For acknowledgements.
(6) For reference of deferred business. (7) For matters of dealing
which are in order o come before the church. (8) For miscellaneous
business.

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister churches,
shall speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote,

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does net hold
this church in fellowship may bz reccived into the church without a

b "
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letter when it is made apparent that his christian character is umim-
peachable and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it
because he desired to join this or some sister church. All other persons
must join by letter or baptism.

14. No member shall be received w;thout the unanimous consent
of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall mot be valid,
unless withdrawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be
tuken under dealing with the church.

15. When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall in-
form the church what male members have been absent from three
successive conferences and the Moderator shall appoint some brother
o1 brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited ver-
Lally or in writing to attend the trial, provided his rea'[dence be known
tn the church.

17, “When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced,
he shall not be examined until the guestion has been put to the
church, Will you hear the testimony of the witness?

18. The evidence i every case of dealing and acknowledgemenl’
shall be recorded in the church book. -

19. Members dismissed from the church by letter who become
disorderly or continue to hold their letter without good reason shall
be cited to conference to answer for their misconduet.

20. Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on their
petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that
they have simcerely repented for their former evil,

21. A vote shall not be taken upon questions without a move and
a second and on all importamt guestions the vote shall be taken by rising
1o the feet.

22. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before
the conference.

23. 1t shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent
himself from conferenee when an important question is to be decided;
but a member, upon receipt, may be exemptad by the church from
voting on either side in peculiar cases.

24, No member shall leave the house during comference without
a sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering without be-
ing subject to be called to order by the modarator.

25. All discussion in conference must be conducted with calmness
and good feeling; those who speak must rise to mgir feet and address
the moderator, and keep to the point in the debate.

26. No one shall speak more than three timss on the same ques-
tion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of
any one be unreasonably long.

27. When the Moderator speaks he must desigmate’ some brother
to act in his stead, /

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it can be
1o call the spesker to order,

29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the adminis-

tration of the Lord’s Suppér and washing of the Saint's feet at least
once a year.

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the
administrationr should not be deferred on account of any ordinary
matter of dealing.

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on
proper occasions.

32. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of one or
more churches.

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds

vote of the membership present at any two consecutive monthly con-
ferences.

CHURCH COVENANT

1, Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by Divine Grace
into the knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,.and
to devote our time and talents to the iaterest of pure and undefiled re-
ligion, we do solemnly covenant with each other to walk. together in
ltve and brotherly kindness and to glorify God through life as the
only hope in death.

2. We agree to exercise Christlan love and affection for each other
as members of the hecusehold of faith, that the knowledge of truth
may be glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect
irr the will of God through Christ Jesus concerning us.

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God
and ordinances of His church, not to forsake the assembling éf our-
selves together: that we will cheerfully contribute of the means with
which we arz biessed for the ministry among us and other necessary
cxpenses of the church. <

4, We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer
and the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children
and those under our care with a view to the service of Christ and
the enjoyment of Heaven.

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attemd
the stated mesztings of the church and to labor for its prosperity in the
most holy faith, believing that if we do this we let our light shine; if
we fail to attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block
to the world and a reproach to the church.

6. We believe that cll Christians are endowed with certain talemts
and influences, for the improvement of which they will-be accountable
to the Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in
the church, it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to
zdmonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee,
take one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
sdmonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee,
thzn let them be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.

7. We kelieve the worldly damez and drinking ardent spirits with




and co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be condemned
by the church.

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or have read this
Covenant and to explain every part and clause thereof to the church
on the openings of all church meetings. ,

ECORUM

1. At the meeting of each session of the Association the officers of
the preceding session shall preside until their successors shall be known,

2. At each session and previous to proceeding to business the
names of the ministers and delegates shall be called.

3. At the close of each session the entire proceedings shall be read
for correction and approval. -

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the modera-
tor. He shall confine himself to the question under consideration and
avoid personalities.

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject without
permission from the body,

6. No motion_shall be withdrawn after its discussion.

7. When a question 1s under discussion no motion or proposition
shall be received excepl to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or
postpone indefinitely, which several motions shall be preferred in the
order in which they are stated.

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association
or whoever he may appﬂint

9. After motion has been decided any member having voted in
the affirmative may move a reconsideration,

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without™

permission from the presiding officer, and none shall take final leave
of absence without permission from the body.

11. This Associatior has a right to decide what matter shall be
admitted to its consideration.

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Associa-
tion by a majority vote.

13. No church shall liberate any minister coming from any other
denomination until he has been examinzd by the Ordaining Council
and received credentials bearing their approval.

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongue in their
church shall be regarded as encouraging heresy, and shall be dealt
with for such. Also any church, or pastor allowing preaching of such
that is, sinless perfection, as a second work of grace, to occupy their
pulpit. shall be dealt with for encouraging heresy.”’

CONSTITUTION
1. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Little Rwer
Free Will Baptist Association.
2. It shall be composed of: (1). The ministers, both ordained
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and licensed, belonging thereto: (2). Legal delegates from the churches
composing the same.

3. Reqguirements of churches: Each church shall be required to
send up an annual report to the Association in which they shall make
a brief statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of
the minister whose membership is with them, give name and post
cffice of the Church Clerk, give the number baptized, received by
letter, dismissed by letter, restored, excluded, and died, the number of
members, and the amount paid for Associational purposes.

4. Each church in the Association shall be considered an advisory
body and shall confrol its own internal affairs having the unrestricted
1ight to administer its own government without suspension or inter-
ference, being under Christ essentially independent and absolute.

5. This body shall be considered an advisory council whose duty
it is to meet anually at such places as may be agreed upon at the
previous session and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled
and while there it shall be its duty to examine all questions of general
interest to the Association and to use their best influence to promote a
moral and benevolent means and institutions such as education, Sab-
bath Schools, missionary work, etc.

6. The officers of this Association shall be Moderator, Clerk and
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot.

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages.

B. Churches sending delegates to this Associatiorr shall be allowed
one delegate for each ten members or fraction thereof,

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session
of this Association by a majority of votes.

ARTICLES OF FAITH .

1. We believe that there is but one living, true, eternal God; the
Father, of whom are all things, from everlasting to everlasting, glorious
and immutable in all His attributés.—1 Cor. 8:6; Isa, 40:28.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ from whom
are all things, the only begotten Son of God, Son of the Virgin Mary,
whom God freely sent into the world because of the great love where-
with He loved the world, and Christ as freely gave himself a ransom
for all, tasting death. for every marm, who was buried and rose again
the third day and ascended into Heaven, from whence we ook for
Him the second time in the clouds of Heaven, at the last day to judge
both the quick and the dead— 1 Tim. 21:5-6; Heb, 2:8; John 2:2;
Rev, 1:7; Acts 24:15; John 2:16. !

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of
the Father, through His dear Son, unto the world, who gickereth and
draweth sinners home to God—St. Join 19:7-9; Acts 4:4; 5:6; Eph.
4:4; 5:6.

4, We believe thal in the beginning God made man upright; and
placed him in a state of glc~y without the least mixture of misery, from
which he voluntarily by transgression fell, and by that means brought on .
kimszlf a miserable and mortal state subjzct to death.—Gen. 2:17;3:19.
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5. We believe that God is not willing that any’ should perish but
tnat all should come to repentence, and the knowledge of the truth that
they might be saved, for which end Christ hath commanded the gos-
pel to be preached among 2ll mations and to every creature.—Mark 16:-
15; Luke 24:47; John 3:12-17; Tim. 2:4. . i

‘6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ
who died for him, but as the scripture has said, for denying the Lord
that bought them, because fhey believed not in the only begotten Son
of God. Unbelief, therefore, being the cause why the just and righteous
Cod of Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows against all
contradiction that all men at one‘time or another, are found in such
capacity as that through the grace of God, they may be eternally saved.
—Mark 6:6; Heb, 3:10; 1 John 5:10.

7. We believe that whole scriptures are. infallibly true and that-
they are the only rules of faith and practice—II Tim. 3:6-17.

8. We believe in the doctrine of general provision made of God
in Christ for the benefit of all mankind who repent and believe the
Gospel—Luke 14:16-20; Mat. 28:19-20; Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24-47; Acts
3:19; Mark 1:15.

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the
Holy Ghost through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers
His divine aid to all the human family, so as they all might be happy
would they give place to His divine teaching: Whereas such who do
not receive the divine impression of Holy Spirit shall at a future day
own their condemnation just and charge themszlves with their own
dammnation for wilfully rejecting the offers .of sovereign grace.—Matt.
11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms 1:1; 2:11-12; Jer. 22-29. ;

10, We believe that men, not considered simply as ungodly men,
were of old ordained to condemnation; considered such who turn the—
grace of God to lasciviousness; denying the Lord God amd our Lord
Jesus Christ who bought them, and therefore shall bring upon them-
selves swift destruction, but we observe that they, and such the apostle
saith, because they receive not the love of the truth that they might
be saved, thersfore, the indignation and wrath of God is upon every
soul that doeth evil, living and dying therein, for there is no respect
of persons with God.—Jude 1:4; 2nd Peter 2:1; Thess. 2:11-12; Romans
2:9-11, ;

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not ac-

tually tramsgressed against the law of God in their own person are
only subject to the first death; which was brought on by the fall of
Adam, and not that any of them dying in that state shall suffer punish-
ment in hell the guilt of Adam's sin, of such is the kingdom of God.—
1st. Cor. 15:32; Matt. 19:2-5; Mark 9:26-27; Matt. 19-14.
" 12. We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faith, and
that in the use of the means of grace and not out of the use of these
means eternal life is promised men.— Rev. 22:14-15; Isaiah 1:19-20;
Matt, 7:8; Jer. 13:24-35. ?

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scrip-

ture for justification before God through his work, power or ability,
which he has in and for himself, only as he by grace is made able to
come to God through Jesus Christ, believing the righteousness of Jesus
Christ to be imputed to all believers for their eternal acceptarrce with
God.—Rom. 4:24; Acts 8:20-21,

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God,
sn that God knoweth whatsoever can or can not come to pass upon all
supposed conditions;.yet not as having decreed any person everlastimg
death or everlasting life, out'of respect of mere choice, farther than He
hath appointed the godly unto life, and the ungodly who die in sin unto
death.—Heb. 4:13; Prov, 8:22-23; Matt, 25:31-46.

15. We believe. as touchimg Gospel ordinances, in believer's bap-
tism, laying on of hands. receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine,
washing the saint’s feet, anoinling the sick with oil in the name of
the Lord, fastimg and prayer, singing praise to God, and the public
mirmistry of the Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find
in the New Testament.—Luke 22:19-20; John 13:4-7; James 5:14.

16, We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion and
that believers are the only objects for baptism.—Matt. 3:15; Mark 1:15-
20; Acts 3:38-39; Rom. 6:5; Col. 2:12.

17. We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a
fina! judgment at the last day—John 5:28-29; 11:5-6.

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the
torments of the wicked are endless—Matt. 2:9. :

FORMS
FORMS FOR LICENSE

This is to certify that the bearer, Brother......

........................ of the County of .......ccmmvsmsmiremons

State of ....ocoeecreinres R, is a regular member of the Frge Will
Baptist church, in the said county oOf ... , State
OF 5o is hereby licensed to preach the.‘_gospel for

one year, Done by order of the church in conference.
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Ordaining Council,




T —

anFesT 10 (004 Aepung 3
=
PETITIONARY LETTER FROM A CHURCH TO AN SIqQUII [EIOL | ;
ASSOCIATION S 2
1SST S0D o
e enne b s cesssssincsennneenes. FPE@ «Will B2ptist Church of Christ a i ; -
This the ... e TG e A. D, 194...... Sg S8
To the ... risnessmsnsassnsmennesneno.. ETE Will Baptist Association Sjuawasordwy |- < S
sendeth grestings: We constitute a Free Will Baptist Church by Elder Gl ae——ee =
R R A KA B R 5 AR S A T e & with ........... members, ggg 222 =
We have adopted the Articles‘of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of the SwpImg Yamyd Jo anfep |S S S gggg%%g%% | N
Free Will Baptist church, We are at peace. We have called as pastor, : : oA e
01T S B A ST o We e 22852288 (3 |
send as our delegates, Brethren S N o 10)sed PIEd (22 Eﬁﬂ;:ﬁs’g‘s’ 3‘ |
We do humbly: Petition ... coetorcemrercercoreessn. Free Wilt \ mid i ittt
Baptist Association for membership in the'same. We send for minutes ? I P ggggggggggggg‘ :
B sk Hoping our humble petition will be granted, we are, ; _J_ e d.gfﬂfc’ ~wninnednsnesg |
Your brethren in Christ, sati o b _ papnoxy |'_'T’3 |
<. Church Clerk. 1T 4q Pa”!mslﬂﬁ i i
ﬂ wspdeg £q paapoay (™ ¢
CHURCH LETTER % pz.m:sag| :
e i A .. Free Wil tist Church of Christ. |
This day of i s o WIed "uo) £q passaoay |
This, is to certify that \ i ¢ e Lol TEE P i
is a meﬁher of the aboye named church in good standing and is here- * N <1: f Suneapy jo Aepung|T T E TN ,,.;. L
by at his or her request dismissed from us. Done by order of the Q| — T T
church in conference. This letter will be void after six months. — | 2] e i IO T
' Moderator.- = 3] Biiiiiiigisgas i
... Church Clerk. ol ‘ = g i | iREOE
= S 56 ;00Gg 4 248 !
* { | £y !ix-tg-u'-g"fc‘js_g.‘g"'_ﬁ :
HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH = | a SESSSEROSETRY
. wn & ES88¥s 5. .20¢g !
When any number of converts, not less than five, desire to con- | & SEEEEL M SRS
stitute a church, the following order should be observed: (A) The of- -3 | 5 Z.;.:%’de o =S g‘égf}g
ficiating minister shall inquire into the Christian character and ability ESEcE2 8y, 40
of the members to sustain the church., This being satisfactory, (B). g !EEEE% § § ;'g':;’.ﬁ Q%‘
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