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Church Conference

1. Prayer (unless Divine service has just beerr concluded and gen-
erally then.) a

2. Invite visiting brethren to seats.

3. Open the door for the reception of members and read over
minutes of last Conference.

4. Call for absentees,
5. For acknowledgements,
6. For reference of deferred business.

7. For matlers of dealing which are in order to come before the
church, - :

8. For miscellaneous business,

Order of Business

1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed with
prayer. :

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of min-
isters and delegates enrolled. .

. 3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
ballot. .

4. Call for Petitionary Letters.

5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us,

6. Call for Corresponding Messengers,

7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominatiorral Lit-
erature; (c) Temperance; (d) Churchg_s_ and Destitution; (e) Edpecation;
(f) Ministers; (gTSu%day Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions:
(i) Finamce; (j) Cards of Thanks.

8. Unfinished business.

9. Report of Committees.

10. Miscellaneous business.

11. Adjournment.

a8 b et o sl i



Proceedings
THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 15, 1942

The Thirty-Sixth session of the Liftle River A:sociation of the
United Free Will Baptisis convened with Coruarth Church, Tift Coun-
1y, Georgia.

Prayer by Rev. J. C. Weathers. The Introductory Sermon was
preacnzd by R:v. J. C. Weathe.s. Texl: Matthew, 28th chapter and
20uh varse.

Dismissed and pleniy of good dinner served.

Calied to order by ilte, Moderaor at 1:30 p. m.

Pray:r by Brother Jeffi Giddens.

Scriplure lesson preseng:d b}' the Muderator 23rd chapter of
Psaims.

Invited visil.ng Brewnren zna Sisters to seats with us.

Call for Letters from the Churches and 12 handed in and read
by Rev. N:il H. Pairish ana Rev. J. F. Ashmore and the Delegates
zeaced.

Eiected Officers by ballot.

REV. J, D, LITTLE, Moderator,

REV. J. C. ARNOLD, Assistant Moderator:

B. BAKER, Clerk and Treasurer.

Cailed for Petitionary Let.ers,

Called for Co.respozaung Messengers from sist:r Associations.

Georgia Union repre.entea by Kev. weil H. Parrish,

Union represented by Rev. J. r. Ashmore and Rev. J. C. Weathers.

Received by the Moder:tor, exizading de. egates the right hand
of fellowship.

Appeint:d Committeis as lo}lnws "

PREACHING—W: C. Flippo, C.a.ence Lockhart, R. S. Hayes. ’

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE—Jeff Giddens, Johnnie Taft,
N. C. Brannon.

TEMPERANCE—Carson k. Parrish, H. E. Willis, J, H. K. Jomes

CnURCHES AND DESTITUTIONS—J. S. Jordan, Earl Bonds,
Eddie Wuliams

EDUCATION—Macom Paulk, Alvinr Sellers, Perry Rice,

MINISTERS—N. T. Brooks, Allen Gibbs, Dan Graham, H. R.
Douglas,

SUNDAY SCHOOLS—Sisters Effic Smith, Viola Touchton, Anniz
Davis.

RESOLUTIONS—L. S. Davis, J. M. Hartsfield, S. E. Wilson.

FINANCE—E. G. Wiight, Tom Car:ton, Arthur Goff.

CARD OF THANKS—E. Roy Parrish,

On motion suspsnded regular ord:r of business and took up mis-
cellaneous busimess.

Reference from Ministers report last session. Zion Hill church
expelied W. A. Bowen and the church took charge of his credentials,
He is no longer a member with us or preacher.

Rev. John R. Weeks returned to Cool Springs church in good

standing,
Returned Correspondence to sister associations as follows:
Georgia Union to convene with Christian Hill Church, Wilcox
County, Friday and Saturday before first Sunday in October. Rev.
J. D, Little.
Chattahoochee, Thursday night before the first Sunday in October.
Rev. M. T. Goff.
Uniomr, New Bethel, 11 milss north of Sylvester, Ga., Thursday
before the fourth Sunday in October. Rev. M. T. Goff.
South Georgia—Rev. J. C. Arnold, Jeff Giddens.
On motion ordered 300 Minutes printed.
Pay Clerk, $10.00.
Pay Moderator, $5.00.
Pay Correspording Ministers expenses. Rev. J. F. Ashmore, $1.25;
Rev. J. C. Weathers, $1.75.
On motion give Clerk authority to pay bill and correct mistakes
On motion adjourned until Friday at 9 a. m.
REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator,
B. BAKER, Clerk.

FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 16, 9:30
Prayer by Bro. C. M. Chafin.
Csiled for Report of Committees as follows:

PREACHING
Thursday night, Rev. M. T. Goff, Rev. M. H. Touchton.
Friday, 11 a. m., Rev. T. M. Giddens, Rev. J. F. Ashmore,
Friday, 2:30 p. m,, Rev. Neil H. Parrish, Rev. J. C. Arnold.
W. C. FLIPPO, Chairman.

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE 3

We, your Committee, recomm:nd that Free Will Bapnst litera-
ture be uted imr Sunday Schools and Leagues.

We also recommend that Rev. T. M. Gidd:ns preach the Intro-
ductory Sermon at the next session. Rev. J. D. Little, alternate,

We recommend that the next session of the association be held
with Friendship church, 3 miles north of Fairfax in Ware County,
Georgia, Thursday and Friday before the 3rd Sunday in October 1943.

We zlso recomm:nd that our Joint Uniomr Meeting be held at
Cool Springs Church on the fifth Sunday i Majy, 1943.

JOHNNIE TAFT, Chairmand

TEMPERANCE
We your Committee report as follows: We find that we are
commanded to bz temperate in all things. We recommend that our
church people be very careful of the examples that we set before
cur young people,
We recommend that our peop‘e ahstam from the use of imtoxicat-



ing drinks.

CARSON E. PARRISH, Chairman.

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION
We your Committee, -submit the following report: We find that
gll the sister churches in our bounds are supplied as far as wz know
with ministers, 3
J. 8. JORDAN, Chairman.

EDUCATION
We, your Committes, recommend that the Free Will Baptist of this
association encourage our young people to use every effort in the
way of educating our children that they may understand the doctrine
of Christ more plainly.
MACOM PAULK, Chairman.

MINISTERS
We, your Committee, find ali mini:ters in the Little River As-
sociation in good standing so far as we know.
N. T. BROOKS, Chairman.

»

SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND LITERATUBE

We, your Committee, find 'that our Sundzy Schools are failing to
functien as they shpuld, because the young people are failing 16
have the proper exzmple set before them. We feel that fathers and
mothers should take more Interest in their boys and girls.

We believe that fathers and mothers should go with them and
encoutage them all they can in this way and we recommend that all
churches use Free Will Baptist literatuie.

VIOLA TOUCHTON, Chairman.

RESOLUTIONS
We. your Committee, recommend that the Litile Riv.r Associa-
tion pay dthe Corresponding Messengers expen:es from all sister
associations and that all the churches be diligent in sending funds for
the expense of our body.
L. S. DAVIS, Chairman,

¢ FINANCE
Balance from last Year ..o, $11.83
Coliection from churches . $63.02
TRORY st R e S T e i i, $74.95

E. G. WRIGHT, Chairman.

CARD OF THANKS

To the church members of Corimih and frieads of the Corinth

_-mf/‘ — — -

community: We, the body of thz Little River As:zociation wish to
thank you for your kindness in entertaining this body.
E. ROY PARRISH.

By a move and second, adjourned to meet with Friendship church,
Ware Counly, Georgia, Thursday znd Fr.day before the 3rd Sunday
in October, 1943,

REV, J. D. LITTLE, Moderator.

N Kirkland, Ga.
B. BAKER, Clerk and Treasurer,
Ellenton, Ga.

ROLL CALL OF DELEGATES
FRIENDSHIP—Jeff Giddens, Sister Annie Giddens.
CORINTH—Bro. and Sister Aller Gibbs, W. C. Flippo, Clarence
Lockhart,

SUNNY SIDE—H. R. Douglss, Eddie Williams, Johnmie Taft.

OAK GROVE—Sisters Effie Smith, Ida Lancaster, Cennie Booth.

ORANGE GROVE—Carson E. Pairish, E. Roy Parrish,

ZION HILL—L. S. Davis, Sisters Annie Atnold, Annie Davis.

SHADY GROVE—Elvin Purvis, Arthur Goff, Alvin Sellers.

MT. WILLING—Bro. and Sister Earl Bomds, Sister Viola Touch-
ton. :

FOREST HILL—Perry Rice, R. S. Hayes.

COOL SPRINGS—H. E. Will's, D2n Graham, S. E. Wllspn. N. C.
Brannon, J. S. Jo:dan, E. G. Wright, J. B. Alman,

PINE LEVEL, GA.—Tom Carlton, J. M, Hart:field, Macnm Paulk,
J. H. K. Jones, Sister Mollie Gay, N. T. Brooks.

OZIAS—H. C. Corbett, W. N. Wilson.

Ministers and The:r Post Offices

M. H. Touchton ... Live Qak, Fla.
J. C. Armold ........... .. Millwood, Ga.
M. T. Goff - R Tt T . Lenox, Ga.
John R. Weeks (TS S, SR Norman Park, Ga.
Seaborn Bowen, Kirkland, Ga.
L g = T e O Live Oak, Fla, R. F. D. 5
J. D. Little, - Kirkland, Ga.
B. C. Davis Fairfax, Ga.
Licentiates
Charlie Balance Willacoochee, Ga.

James D. Little Union Meetings

Shady Grove ... . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1942...
Forest Hill First 5th Su.ndxy in 1943

: -
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Cool Springs, Joint Union ....ccociiicnnenns Secord 5th Sunday in 1943
Corinth ........... ' Third 5th Sunday in 1943.
mt. Willing ... rersesnsmnssnresssssiaret s seneenenee. FOUrIH 5th Sunday in 1943.
Pine Level, Ga. ....ccccovevivieeceririiienneennno.. First 5th Sunday in 1944
Pine Level, Fla. ...........c. ccceccscene... Second 5th Sunday in 1944

Ruth Kennon Union Meetings
EUnBY BIBe . cmsinanisiiees st . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1942
O GUave i F1i8t 5th Sunday in 1943
Coo! Spring: joint urmion . . Second 5th Sunday in 1943
Friendship .. ......................s....... Third 5th Sunday in 1943
OZIAT .ottt Baeeneeenns,. FOUFEH 5th Sunday in 1943
Zior Hill ..... ... First 5th Sunday in 1944
Orangz Grove . Second 5th Sunday in 1944

Cash in Treasury ........... s g e 0495
Paid for minutes $32.50
Paide Clivk oo . $10.00
Paid Modzrator ..o $ 5.00
Paid Corresponding Ministers ... $ 3.00
POBLARE. - icirmnnisiemwins s mammimsgnis mnansmasrs 3 - 1063
$52.13 $52.13
L [ I e W g S S SO M L .. ..

Obituaries
We regret to repori the dea.h of Bro. J. E. Evans. He was a
{aithful member of Pine Level, Ga., church, We feel that our loss is
his gzin. } 1
" L : N. T. BROOKS, Clerk.
COOL SPRINGS

: Sister Americu: Jon:s died March 13, 1942. She had heeE/ a
member of the church many yeais. She was very much devoted to
ber church and we miss her presenc: at church.

C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk.

Old Aunt Betty Whittle died March 14, 1942, She was 86 years
old. She attended church zs-much as she could, and seemed to enjoy
it as much as anybody could. She lezves a vacancy no one can fll,
Written by,

o C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk.

With much regret we reco:d the death of Sister Sallie Lewis who
departed this’ life October 22, 1941. Shz wss 52 years of age at her
dzath. She was a faithful member and loyal to her church affairs.

/

We feel that our loss is her eternal gain,

FOREST HILL CHURCH,
R. S. HAYES, Clerk.

_‘ We regret very much to report the death of Sister Sena Wilson of
Ozias church. She was a loving mother and will be missed so much
by her many friends. We feel that our loss is her eternal gaim.

. H. C. CORBETT.

With much regret we record the death of Sister Nancy Clements,
a member for 35 years of Sunny Side church. We feel that our loss
is her eternal gain.

E. C. FANCHER, Clerk.

In memory of Brother Reason Gibbs who passed away Sunda},
Qctobe‘r 4, 1942, He was an outstanding member. Always ready to
OI.:.I what he could for the good of the church armd the cause of Christ.
ths presence and help will be missed but we hope our loss is heaven’s
gain.

p CORINTH CHURCH,
MRS. ZONIE SMITH, Clerk.

_—mmm—————

ORDAINING COUNCIL

Rev. J. D. Little, Rev. M. H. Touchton,

Rev. J. C. Arnold.

Executive Committee

C. M. Chafin .. Norman Park, Ga.
J. Lo Bartsfield ... wesnrensnens TY Ty, Ga.
H. R, Douglas, ......ccooooovvrniiniinn . - Kirkland, Ga.

.......................... Waresboro, Ga.

Government and Ordinances

1. We believ: that a gospel church, er Church of Christ, is a con-
gregation of Christians constituted and governed according to the'rules
laid down in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to pressrve the form of gov-

‘ernment amd the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be

composed of baptized believers in Christ.

3. That the visibl: church is the aggregate or whole number of
gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed of the re-
deemed now in heaven and of such Christians on earth as are not at-
tached to the visible church according to gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of a central catholic government over
the visible church, of any part thereof, is a device of earthly afnbition,
repugnant to the Word of God, subservisnt to the churches and dan-
gerous to the libsrty of man.

5. The gospel churches are th: only ecclesiastical bodies or tri-




bumrals authorized by the Scriptures; and that each church has the
unrestricted right to administer its own government without supzrvis-
jon or interference, being under Christ essentially independent and ab-
solute, and that if this right be surreridered to superintending jurisdic-
tion by delegatiom or otherwise, the assembly ceasss to be a Gospel
church. &

6. The churches may, neverthelsss, we suppose, meet by delegates
form an association and deglare the terms upon which they will keep
up the correspondence; bup that' the right and authority ‘of churches
being inaliznable, or in no way compromised or hindered by entering
intoman as:ociation, and therefoie an association has no authority over
churches or individuals, their only power being to transact business
which do:zs not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; ‘to
promote natural intercourses, and a concentration of voluntary effort;
and to give that advice to cnurches which m:ght with equal authority
be given by an individual.

7. That the authority of the chu:ches is designated for the perpet-
uation of thz trus r:ligion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of
true snd orderly bodies of Christiams on earth; that is fully sufficient
for the purpose intended. but that does not extend to pe:sons, prop-
erty or the conscience of m:n in any mann:r whatsover.

8. That the only requisiies to church membership are faith in
Christ and obedience to the Gospel, thzt {aith in Christ necessarily ex-
ists in connection with th: belief in the fundamental tiuths of Chris-
tianity, and that to prescribe amy other requisite of such membzarship
is an a:sumption of authority on the part of tne church and a departure
irom the Gospel plan. :

9. That the officers of a church a:e elders and dsacons; that the
elders are called bishops or pastors, and all of the elders are egusl in
rank though they may perform differemt funclion:— since som:z may
be bichops or pastors of particulzr tchurches, while others may be
simpie elders, having no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of a minister of the Go:pel exlends to
tzaching, exhorfation znd rebuke, but no further; that he cannot per-
form any zcts that b:long to the authority of the church— suca as the
reception of memb.rs into thz church compact, or the expulsion of of-
fenders; that as a member of‘the church, he is not more than any

‘other member, and if he is guilty of tcansgrission he is to be brought

to trizl befors his brethren and convicied or acguitted in the same
manner as if he were a privale per:on; yet we think it p.udent to
call in advisory help especiaily if the m nister is to b. tried upon a
charge of heresy. -

11. That Christian Baptiem is the immersion of the believer in
waler irr the nzme of the Fathe: and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord's Supper and the waszning of the saint’s f2:t are
ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes.

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office or
ordination, by th: imposit.on of th: hands of the presbytery and prayer,
without which they are not au ho.ized to administer the ordinances
pertaining to their respective office., e

- o

- @

14. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called irr care of one or
more churches,

Church Decorum

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular
conferemce in Association year; or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor
for an indefinite lermgth of time to continue from year to year, as
long as h: may deem it proper to kezp up the connection.

2. When it becomés neces:ary, a pastor may be chosen at any
other time; but if the choice be made at a special conferemce the time
must be appointed 2zt a monthly meeting of the church,

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is
absent or doss not sit as moderator being presznt, some suitable brothe,
shall be appointed to sit in his place.

4, There shall be two or more deacons imr the church, whose duty
it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all
contributions mads by the church fo. the pastor, ete., and to distribute
the bread and wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper.

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or
neglect to pa:take of the Lord's Supp:r and sndeavor to ascertain the
cause that the same may be laid before the church in conference, if
necessary. :

6. Some' suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be
his duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business
of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association.

7. Whenr a Cle:k is appointed, all the books, minutes, gtc., be-
longing to the Clerk, shall bz immediately delivered to him by his
predecessor. Also, it shall bz the duty of the church-clerk to revise
the church roll at least once a year. It shzll be the duty of the pas-
tors to instruct the deacons and clirks of their churches in regard to
mon.y for minutes.

B. The church shall hold a two day's monthly .meeting embracing
Saturdsy and the Lord's Day following, the fir:t of which shall -be the
regular time of the conference.

9. It shall be the duty of every member, mal: or female, to at-
tend each conference meszting, if they can, for on that day‘we pastor
is expecled o instruct the church in a certzin manm:r by giving plain
and pointed lessons on doctrine, disciplinz and the rules of holy living.

10. Any male membzr who shall fail to attend three successive
conferznces, and any member whatever of the church abteording to the
Covenant (Article 5) zhzll be cited {o appear in conference and an-
swer for his maglect; but the church may exemp! members from this
rule if neceszary. -

11. Conf:rences shall be op2ned and conducted as follows: (1)
Praye: unless divin: service has just been concluded, and generally
then. (2) Invite visiting brethren to s:zatz, (3) Operr the door for re-
ception of members. (4) Call for zbs:ntzes. (5) For acknowledgements.
(6) For reference of deferied business. (7) For matters of dealing
which are in orde: o come befor:z the church. (8) For miscellaneous
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business,

12, Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister churches,

shall speak and make molions or seconds, but not allowed to vote.

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold
this church in fellowship may be received into the church without «
letter when it is made apparent that his christian character is umim-
peachable and that he has applied for g letter and could not obtain it
because he desired to join this or some sister church, All other persons
must join by letter or baptism.

14. No member shail be .eceived without the unanimous consent
of the members present, but un:ea:onable objections shall not be valid,
unless withdrawn, th: membeis who make them shall be liable to be
taken under dealing with the chucch, *

© 15, Whenr the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall in-
form the church what male members have bzen absent from thres
successive conferences ana)the Moderator snall appoint some brother
or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

16. No member shail Be expelled unless he has been cited ver-
bally or im wiiting to at.2nd the trial, provided his vesidznc: be known
to the church.

17. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduc:d,
he shall not be examuned unul the questien has been put to the
church, Will you hear thz tesumony of the witness?

18. The evidence i every case of d:aung and acknowledgemen.
shall be recorded in the chusch book.

19. Members dismissed from toe chu.ch by letter who become
disorderly or continu: to hold their letier without good reason shall
be cited to conference to answes for their misconduet.

20. Expeiled members shall be restored to {:llow:hip on their
petition if their walk since expuision hzs convinced the church thai
they have sincerely repented for (heir former ‘evil.

21. A vote shall not be taken upon gueslions without a move and
o szcond and on all important questions the vote shall be takerr by rising
to the fest. r

22, No motion shall be made while a move and second is b-tore
the conference,

23. It shall be considered disorderly for any membe: to abs:zni
kims. |{ from conference whzn an impostant question is to be decided:
but a member, upon rcczipt, may be exempted by the church from
vouing on either side in peculiar cases,

24. No membe: shall leave the house during conf:rence without
a sufficient czus:z, nor engags in conversalion or whizpering withour
being subject to be called to order by the moderator.

25, All discussion in conier:nce must be conducted with calmness
wamd good feeling; those who speak must rise to their feet and addres:
the moderato:, and keep to the point in the debate.

26. No one shall speak mor: than three times on the same ques-
tion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of
eny ont be unreasonably long.

27. When the Moderator .p-:ks be must designate some b.othe:

4

to act in his stead.
. 28. No on: ghsll be interrupted while speaking unless 11 can be
tc cail the speak:r to order.

29. It =hall be the duly of each church to attend to the admirmis-
tration of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saint’s feet at least
once & year.

30. Members not in good standing 'hould not commune, but th:
administ.atior showd cot be d:zferred on account of any ordinary
malter of d.aling.

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on
proper occ:sions, "

32. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of one or
moie churches,

33. This Decorum may be alte.zd or amended by a two-thirds
vote of the membzrship presemt at any two conséculive monthly con-
ferences.

.

Church Covenant

1. Having been brought, zs we humbly trust, by Divine Grac:
into the knowl:zdge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and
to devot: our time and talents to thz inte.est of pure and undefiled re-
ligion, we do solemnly covenant with each other to walk together in
love and brotherly kindness and to glorify God through life as the
omy hope in death,

2, We agree to exercis: Chri:tian love and affection for each other
as members of the houszhold of taith, that the knowledge of truth
mzy be glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect
in the will of God through Christ Jesus concerning us.

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God
and ordimances of His church, not to forsake the assembling of our-
selves together; that we will chee:fully contribute of the means with
which we are blessed for the ministry among us and other necessary
expenses of the church.

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercizes of secret prayer
and the dutizs of family worship, and the traiming up of our children
and those under our care with a view to the service of Christ and
the enjoyment of Heaven,

5. We agree to neglect oar szcular or wordly avocation to attend
the stated meetings of the church and to labor for its prosperity imr the
most holy faith, believing that if we do this we let our light shjne; if
we fail to attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block
to the world and a reproach to the church.

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents
and influerrces, for the improvement of which they will be #countable
to the Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in
the church, it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to
admonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they willinot hear thee,
take one or twc more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
sdmonish them to forsake their evil doimgs, if they will not hear thee



then let them b: unlo thee as an h:athen man and a publican.

7. We b:lieve (he wor.diy dance :nd drimking ardzsnt spirits with
and co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be cond:mned
by tne chu.ch.

8. Iy :hail be the duly of all pastors to read or have read thig
Covenant and 1o expl:in every part amd clauze thereof to thz church
¢n the openings of all church mestings.

\
Decorum

1. At th: meeting of sach sessipn of the Association the officers of
thz precedimg session -ha:l p.e:ide until their successoss shall be known

2. Al each session and privious to proceeding to business the
n:me of the minist:rs ard deiegales shall be called.

3. At the close of each se:sion the entire proceedings shall be read
lo. correclios and approva:, :

4, Any peison wishing to speak shzll rise and address the modera-
tor. He :zhali confine hims:tlf to |he question under consideration and
avoid personalities. '

5. No person chall spzak mor: than twice on any subject without
permission from the body.

6. No motion shall be withdrawn zfter its discussion.

7. When a question is und:r di:cussiomr no motion or propositioi
shall be ieceived exczpt to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or
postpone indefinit:1ly, which szveral motions shall be preferred in ths
order in which they are stated. v

B.) Nomimations shall be mads by the Moderator of the Association
or wnoever he may abpoint. : a

9. After motion ha: bzen decided any memb:r having voted in
the affirmative may move a reconsideration,

10. No member shail ab:int himszlf during the ssssion without
permiss:on from ithe presiding offic.r, and none shall take final leave
of abs:nce without permission from the body.

11. This Association ha:z a right to decicde what matter shall be
admitted to its consideration.

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Asso-
ciation by a majority vote.

13. No church shall libsrate any minister comimg from any other
denomination until he has be:n sx:zmined by the Ordaining Counecil
and reczived credenuals bearing their app:oval.

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongue in their
church shall be regard:d as encouraging herssy, and shall be dealt
with for such. Also any chu:ich, or pastor allowing preaching of suca
that is, sinless periection, as a second work of grace, to occupy their
pulpit, shall be deait with for encouraging heresy.

Constitution
1. This As:zociation shall hereafter be known as the Litfle River
Free Will Baptist Association.

2. It shall be composed of: (1). The ministers, both ordaimed
and licensed, belonging thereto; (2). Legal del:gates from the churches
composing the same.

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to
send up an annual report to the Association i which they shall make
a brief statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of *
the minister whose membership is with them, give name and post
office of the Church Clerk, give the number baptized, received by
letter, dismissed by Ictter, restored, excluded, and died, the number of
members and the amount paid for Associational burposes.

4. Each church in the Association shgll be considered an advisory
body and shall control its own internal affairs having the unrestricted
right to administer its own government without suspesnsion or imter-
feremce, being under Chuiist essentially independent and absolute.

5. This body shzll be considered an advisory council whose duty
it is to meet anaualiy at such places as may be agieed upon at the
previous :ession and not to adjourn formally until s11 business is settled
and while there it shall b: its duty to examine all questions of general
interest to the Association and to use their best influence io promote a
motal and benevolent means and institutions such as educatidrr, Sab-
bath School:, missionary work, ete.

6. The officirs of this Association shall be Moderator, Clerk and
Treasurer, 10 be chosen by ballot. .

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt our Articles oi Fzith and conlo.m 1o its usages.

8. Churches sznding delegates to this Association shall be allowed
one d:legate for each ten members o: fraction thereof.

9. This Constitution may be zliered or smended at amry session
of thiz Association by a majority of votes. b
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Articles of Faith

1. We believe that there is but one living, true, eternal God; the
Tather, of whom a.c all thinzs, from :veriasting to sverlasting, glorious
and immutabi:z in zll His attributes.—1 Cor, 8:6; Isa: 40.28.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ from whom
die all things, the only begott:n Sorr of God, Son of the Virgin Mary,
whom God fre:ly sent into the world b:cause of the great love where-
with He loved the world, and Christ as freely gave himself & ransom
for all, testing death for every man, who was buried and rose again
the third day and ascended into Heaven, from whence ws look for
Him the secomd time in the clouds of Heaven, at the lastsday to judge
both the quick and the dead.— 1. Tim. 21:5-6: Heb. 2:8; Johmr 2:2;
Rev. 1:7; Acts 24~15; John 2:16.

3. Ws believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of
the Father, throuzh His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and
draweth sinners home to God—St. John 19:7-9: Acts 4:4; 5-6; Eph.
4:4; 5:6.

4. We believe that in the beginming God mads man upright; and



placed him in a state of glory without the least mixture of mizery, from
which he voluntarily by transgression fell, and by that means brouzht
on himself a migerable and mortal slate sub]ec‘l to death—Gen. 2:17;
3:19.

5. We believe that God is not willing that amy should perish but
that all should com: to repentence, and the knowledge of the truth that
they might be saved, for which end Ch:ist hath commanded the gos-
pel 1o be preached among allynations and to every creature.—Mark 16:-
15; Luke 24-47; John 3:12-17; Tim. 2:4.

5, We believe that no man sh:li suffe: i hell for want of a Christ
who died for him, but as.the Scripture has said, for denying the Lo:d
that bougnt them, becau:e they believed not in the only begotten Soh
oi God. Unbeliet, thzreiore, being ihe cau:z why the just and righteous
Goa of Heaven wili condemm the coddrer of men; it follows against ail

contradiction that all men &1 one lime o anoiher, are found in such -

capacity as that through the grace of God, they may be etzrnally saved.
—Mark 6:6; Hzb. 3:10; 1 John 5:10.

7. Wz Bel.ia_\re that whole Scriptures are infallibly true and that
they are the only rules o1 fzith and practice.—II Tim. 3:6-17.

8. We believe in thz doctrine of genszral .provision made of God
in Christ for the benefit of all ma:-kind who rep:nt and belizve tne
Gospel—Luke 14:16-20; Ma.. 23:19-20; Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24:47; Ac!s
3:19; Mark 1:15.

9. W: believs thaLt sirmerss are drawn to God, the Father, by th‘e
Holy Ghos. through Christ His Son, :nd that the Holy Ghost offers
His divine aid to ail th: human {family, so as they all might be happy
would they give place to Hi: divine teaching; whereas such who do
not ceceive the divinz impiession of Holy Spirit shall at a futu:e day
own their condemnatior just and charge themselves with th:zir own
deamnal.on for wilfully rejecting the offers of sovereign grace.—Matt.
11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms 1:1; 2:11-12; Jer. 22.29.

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as ungodly m:m,
were of old ordained 1o condemnalion; considered such who turn the
grace of God to lasciviousne:s; d:nying the Lord God amd our Lord
Jesus Christ who bought them, ana ther:for: shali b.ing upon them-
selves swift dastructioz, but we observe thai thzy, and such the apostle
saith, beczuse they receive not ihe love of the truth that they might
be saved, ther:loie, the indignztion and wraih of God is uporm. every
soul that dozth évil, living and aying iher:zin, for there is no respect
of persons with God~Jude 1:4; 2nd Peter 2:1; Thess. 2:11-12; Romans
2:9-11,

11. We believe that all childrin dyirg in infancy, having not ac-
tually transgressed ag:inst tce .ew of God in lheir own person are
oniy subject to th: fi st death; which was brought on by the fall of
Adam, and nor that any of them dying in that state shzll :uffer pumish-
ment in hel! the guii of Adam’s sia, of such is th: kingdom of God— -
Ist. Cor. 15:32; Matt, 19:2-5; Mark 9:26-27; Matit> 19-14,
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12. We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faith, and
that in the use of the means of grace and not out of the use of these
means eternal life is promised men— Rey. 22:14-15; Isaiah 1:19-20; *
Matt. 7-8; Jer. 13-24-35. .

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Serip-
ture for justification before God through his work, power or ability,
which be has in and for himself, omly as he by grace is made able to
come to God throuzh Jesus Christ, belizving the righteousness of Jesus
Christ fo be imputéd to 2l believers for their eternal acceptance with
God.—Rom. 4:24; Acls 8:20-21.

14, We believz that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God,
so that God knoweth whatsoever can or can not come to pass uporr all
supposed conditions; yet not s having d:creed any person everlasting
death or everlasting life, out of respsct of mere choice, farther than He
hath appointed the godly unto life, and the ungod!y who die in sin unto
death.—Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-23; Matt. 25:31-46,

15. W= believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's bap-
tism, lzeying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine,
washing the saint's fest, armointing the sick with oil in the name of
the Lord, fasting and prayer, singing praise to God, and the public
ministry of the Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find
in the New Testament.—Luke 22:19-20;Johmr 13-4-7; James 5:14.

16. We believe the Gospel modz of baptism is by immersion and
that believers ar: the only objects for baptism.—Matt. 3-15; Mark 1:15-
26; Acts 3:38-39; Rom. 6-5; Col, 2-12, .

17. We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a
final judgment at the lsst day.—John 5:28-29; 11:5-6.

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the
torments of the wicked are endless.—Matt. 2:9.

Forms
FORMS FOR LICENSE P
This is to certify that the bearer, Brother.

B T R of the County oi‘w
State of ............occiiciiiiiiiiciiiciicee. 18 @ regular member of the Free Will
Baptist church, in the said county of ... , State
OF i izt R is hereby licensed to preach the gospel for

one year. Done by order of the church in conference.
THIR ...coommmsrmrersmrmmsnmsne AT OF e ransenrersmsssssrnny ke Dy 198 ...
Signed ... Moderator.

-

Ordaining" éoupcil.
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* Petitionary Letter From A Church to an - . Squapy Telox (25
: . Association Sae
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p : ... Free Will Baptist Church of Christ 877 - :
This the .. day of .. A.D, 194..... J - 88 ‘ ] i
" To the .. Free Will Baptist Association sjuswasordwy | SS . B
send:th greelings: We constitute a Fr:e Will Bzptist Church by Elder o i i
.t o P - S with. members 1
We have adopted the Articles of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of th: Inyo 3o anfep - 4
Free Will Baptist church. We are at psace. We have called ss pastor, ' G 2
Elder . B 3 i T We 4
send as our del:gatcs, Brethre: ... : % ed \
W do humb’y Petitior .y vecweooosoeeoeoiessseeeee... Free Wil INRL T
Baptist Association for membership in the same. We <end for mimutes i b
z R e el Hoping oury humble petiton will be granted, we are, £2] X NS0 = 2
Your br:thrin in Christ, . | . Sl o 2 EREEE!
S OO S S SI Moderator , m popnXE o 1F By ]
................................................................................... Church Clerl_{. \ < ooy Aq pisstusi(q | ;G G 1]
' — = wsydeg Aq PIARdRH |~ %
pa10jsay
Chu‘l'(.‘.h Letter mred 'm;:) £q paARRY | i -
............................................. s Fiez Will Baptist Church of Christ - 19139T Aq paA1adey | = ¥ i
BB e earscsmansimsscons (MY OBt issseriniottstmmsints oo dotiinnsin ,A. D, 194...... < FupeaNl JO Aepung [NEN @A a e =N
This is 1o ce.tify that ... y & P
iz a member of the above namzd church in good standing and is here- O % iR i |
by at his or her request di.missed i1om us. Done by order of the £ ﬂ OS5 @s B e e Psil
g church in conferince. This lettzr w.ll be void after six months, = E .,!{,;asri - i8 '566 !
B I i diosiiinenstis st s s o) Moderator. [7)] bS] g&% ‘ag L T
. - - .. Church Clerk. — EE8d 2609 ERE
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How to Organize A Church " %33 ﬁwgim o
. @t - o ‘.e -
Wherr any number of convz..s, not less than five, desire to con- e, 44 éﬁfg‘g 3 3&&:‘555
stilute a church, the folowing order shoud be observed: (A) The of< )] EEY L EE‘?E‘SE §=8
ficiating minister shall inquive into th: Christian character and ability ‘-f_g;%n.“‘,.s”, bgmfgﬁ
of the members to <ustain the church. This being satisfactory, (B). : SEanHEug 8 el
L) The minister shall then read the Articles of Faith, and finding they UhEmZSenSauEa) -
have obeyed and adopted the sam:, (C) He shall then read the Church PR e 1 A0
Covenant, while the congregation joins in singing a suitable hymn. (D). £5e i8 P
He shall have the membe:s to extend to each other the right hand o Jx §t§.‘9§ o
of fellowship. (E). He shall then offer a prayer of consecration, (F) He i g sﬁ.g Eg g 3
shall then declare th: body orgamized. > Bu<< . e
: 2 vgmo™ iadd |
~ Order of Business SEH L REnS e 1
The order of business shall be s follows: (1) The election of a I’ P ,,1 &
clerk. (2) The eléction of deacons. (3) The election of a treasurer. (4) & "’;8._.- in ME oglig
The election of a pastor. (5) The selection of a name. (6) The selec- E"E ‘0 ?,:E.‘Eu Efﬁ iB
tion of a day of wo:ship. (7) Adjournment, 5 ﬁsﬂjadﬂﬁ;%u ,‘WS
gef5ggE BuEsy
. a SESSENEE5ESA0n
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