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Church Conference 

1. Prayer (unless Divine service has just been concluded and gen
erally then.) 

2. Invite visiting brethren to sEats. 

3. Open the door fo~ the reception of members and read over 
minutes of last Conference. 

4. Call for absentees . 
5. For acknowledgements. 

6. For reference of deferred business. 

7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come before the 
church. · 

8. For miscellaneous business. 

Order of Business 

1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed with 
prayer. 

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and name$ of min
isters and delegates enrolled. 

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by 
ballot. 

4. Call for Petitionary Letters. 

5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. 
6. Call for Corr~ponding Messengers. 

7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational Lit
erature; (c) Temperance; (d) Church~_!~ Destitution; ·(e) EdJCation; 
(f) Ministers; (g~day Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions; 
(i) Finance; (j) Cards of Thanks. 

8. Unfinished business. 
9. Report of Committees. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 
11. Adjournment. 



Proceedings 
THURSDAY l\IORNING , OCT. 15, 19'2 

The Thirty-Sixth session of the Little River A:sociation of the 
United Free Will Baptk:s convened with Cor.nth Church. Tilt Coun
ty, Georgia. 

Prayer by ~;tev. J. C. Weathers. The Introductory Sermon was 
pr,eached . by R:v. J. C. Weathe.s. Text: M.atthew, 28th chapter and 
:.!OJ\ v.;rse. · 

Dismisl>ed and plemy of good dinner served. 
Calied to order by ~~ Modera.or at 1:3{) p. m. 
Pray<r by B.-other Jeff Giddens. 
Scrip lure le,s~on presei(l.<d ~y ·. th~ M<;>derator. 23rd .chapter of 

Psa1ms. 
Invited visit:ng Breuuen ;;nu Sisters to seats with us. 
eai1 !or Letters !rom the ChurcJ~s . and .12 handed in and read 

by Rev. N<i! H. Pa:rish ana Rev. J. F. t.shmore and the Delegates 
~ea<ed. 

E1ected Officers by ballot. 
REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator. 
REV. J. C. ARNOLD, Assistant Moderator; 
B. BAKER, Clerk ami Treasurer. 
called for Petit.onary Let.ers. 
Called for .Co.re;poaa.ng Messengers !rom sist•r Associations. 
Georgia Union repre.enteo oy };{ev. 1•eil H. Parrish. 
Union represented by Rev. J. r. Ashmore ,and Rev. J. C. Weathers. 
Received by the Moder~wr, ext:!odurg de.egates the right hand 

of fEllowship. 
1 

~polnt~d Comrnllte<s as follows: J. 
PREACHING-W.. C. F'tippo, C.a.ence Lockhart, R. S. Hayes. 
DENOMINATIONAL LIT~RATURE-Jeff G1dd~ns, Johnnie Taft, 

N. C. Brannon. 
T.I!..MPERANCE-Carson h. Parrish, H. E. Willis, J. H. K. Jont!S 
CrtURCHES AND DJ:;S'flTUTION~-J. S. Jordan, Earl Bonds, 

Eddie Wuliams 
EDUCATION-Macop-~ P,;ulk, Alvm Sellers, Pet-ry Rice. 
MINISTERS-N. T. Brooks, Allen Gibbs, Dan Graham, H. R. 

Douglas. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS-Sisters Effie Smith, Viola Touchton, Annie 

Davis. 
RESOLUTIONS-L. S. Davis, J. M. Hartsfield, S. E. Wilson. 
FINANCE-E. G. Wlight, Torn Car. ton, Arthur Goff. 
CARD OF THANKS-E. Roy Parrish. 

On motion suspond£d regular ord<r of business and took up mis
cellaneous b\ISi.Jress. 

Reference from Mmisters report last session. Zion Hill church 
expelled W. A. Bowen and the church took cha'rge of his credentials. 

- He is no longer a rn~mber with us or preacher. 
Rev. John R. Weeks re turned to Cool Springs church in good 

standing. 
Returned Correspondence to sister associations as follows: 
Georgia Union to convene with Christian Hill Church, Wilcox 

County, Friday and Saturday before first Sunday in October. Rev. 
J. D. Little. 

Chattahoochee, Thursday night before the first Sunday in October. 
Rev. M. T. Goff. 

Union, New Bethel, 11 mihs north of Sylvester, Ga., Thursday 
before the· fourth Sunday in October. Rev. M. T. Goff. 

South Georgia- Rev. J. C. Arnold, Jeff Giddens. 
On motion ordered 300 Minutes printed. 
Pay Clerk, $10.00. 
Pay Moderator, $5.00. 
Pay Correspontting Ministers CJ.-penses. Rev. J. F. Ashmore, $1.2'5; 

Rev. J . C. Weathei'SJ $1.75. 
On motion give Clerk authority to pay bill and correct mistakes. 
On motion adjourned until Friday at 9 a. m. 

REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator. 
B. ~AKER, Clerk. 

FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. Ill, 9:30 
Prayer by Bro. C. M. Chafin. 
Cslled for R~port of Committees as follows: 

PREACJqNG 
Thursday night, Rev. M. T. Goff, R~v. M. H. Touchton. 
Friday, 11 a. m., Rev. T. M. Giddens. Rev. J. F. Ashmore. 
Friday, 2:30 p. m., Rev. Neil H. PatTish, Rev. J . C. Arnold. 

,- W. C. FLIPPO, Chairman. 

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE 
We, your Committee, recommEnd that Free Will Baptist litera

ture be u~ed in Sunday Schools and Leagues. 
We also recommend that Rev. T. M. Giddms preach the Intro

ductory Sermon at the next sezsion. Rev. J. D. Little, alternate. 
We recommend that the next session of the association be held 

with Friendship chw·ch, 3 rnil~s north of Fairfax in Ware County, 
Georgia, Thw·sday and Friday before the 3rd Sunday in October 1943. 

We also recomrn!nd that our Joint Union Meeting be held at 
Cool Springs Church on the fifth Sunday irr May, 1943. 

• JOHNNIE TAFT, Cbairman.l 

TEMPERANCE 
We your Committee report as follows: We find that we are 

commanded to be temperate in all things. We recommend that our 
church p£ople be 'very careful of the examples that we set before 
our young people. 

We 1ecornrnend tbat our people abstain from the use of intoxicat-



lng drinks. 

CARSON E. PARRISH, Ohairman. 

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION 
We your Committee, •submit 1be following report: We find tha t 

all the sister churches in our bounds are supplied as far as w~ know 
with ministers. "\ · 

J . S. JORDAN, Chairman. 

EDUCATION 
»re, your Committee. recommen'd that the Free Will Baptist of this 

association encourage our young · people to w e every effort in ~e 
way of educating our children that they may understand the doctrine 
of Christ more plainly. 

MACOM PAULK, Chairman. 

MINISTERS 
We, your Committee, find al l minhters in the Little Riv·~r As

sociation in goQd stan'ding so far a·s we know. 
N. T. BROOKS, Chairman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND LITERATURE 
We, your Committee, find 'that our Sunday Schools are failing to 

fupctiOn as they sh ~,!lld, b~cause the young people are falling }{; 
have the proper ex~mple set before them. We feel that fathers and 
mot,hers should take more Interest irr their boys and girls. · 

We believe that fathers and mothers should go with them all<l 
E:ncourage them all they can in this way and we recommend that all 
churches use Free Will Baptist literature. 

VIOLA TOUCHTON, Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS 
We. your Committee, recommend that the Little ruv: r Associa

tion pay •the Cornsponding Messengers expemes from all sister 
associations and that all the churches be diligent in sending funds for 
the Expense ~f our body. ' 

L. ~ s. DAVIS, Chairman. 

FlNANCE 
Ba!ance from lllst year ........... ......... ..................... ......... .. .. $11.93 
Coliection !rom churches ......... - .. .... ................ ~ .... ....... -..... $63.02 

Total ... ............................... ......................... ............ ..................... $74.95 
E. G. WRIGHT, Chairman. 

CARD OF THANKS 
To the church membet·s of Corirr1h and ~ends of the Corinth 

-

community: We, the body of th! Little Rivu As;ociation wish to 
thank you for your kmdness in entertaining this body. 

E. ROY PARRISH. 

By a move and second, adjourned to meet with Friendship church, 
Ware County, Georgia, Thursday ;nd Fr:day before the 3rd Sunday 
in October, 1943. 

REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator. 
Kirkland, Ga. 

B. BAKER, Clerk and Treasurer, 
Ellenton, Ga. 

ROLL CALL 0~ DELEGATES 

FRIENDSHIP~eft Giddens, Sister Annie Giddens. 
CORINTH-Bro. and Sister Allerr Gibbs, W. C. Flippa: Clarence 

Lockhart. 
SUNNY SIDE-H. R. Douglas, Eddie Williams, Johnnie Taft. 
OAK GROVE-Sisters Effie Smith, Ida Lancaster, Cennie Booth. 
ORANGE GROVE-Carson E. PaiTisb, E. Roy Parrish. 
ZION HILL-L. S . Davis, Sisters Annie Amold, Annie Davis. 
SHADY GROVE-Elvin Purvis, Arthur Goff. Alvin Sellers. 
MT. WIL!flNG-Bro. and Sister Earl Bonds, Sister Viola Touch

ton. 
FOREST HILL--~rry Rice, R. S . Hayes. 
COOL SPRINGS-H. E. Will:s, Den Graham, S. E. Wilspn, N. C. 

Brannon, J . S. J ordan, E. G. Wright, J. B. Alman. : 
PINE LEVEL, GA.-Tom Carlton, J . M. Hartsfield, Macom Paulk, 

J . H. K . 'Jones, Sister Mollie Gay, N. T. Brooks. ' 
OZIAS-H. C. Corbett, W. N. Wilson. 

Ministers and Their Post Offices 
M. H. Touchton .... .. .......................... .................................... Live Oak,· Fla. 
J. C. Arnold .......... :.......... . ................................... ................... Millwood, Ga. 
M. T . Goff ..................... :........... ......................... ......................... Lenox, Ga. 
John R. Weeks .... .. : ............ ................ .................... ............. Norman l'ark, Ga. 
Seaborn Bowen, ........ ... .......................... ........... ........................ Kirkland, Ga. 
Joe H. Turner ......................... ...................... ....... Live Oak, Fla., R. F. D. 5 

~. ~. ~:~~ :·.·.:·_·.' .. .'.'.'.'.:·.-.·.·:.·.'.'.·.:·:.:·.-.·.:·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·:.·.·:.·.·.'.'.·.·.::·.·.:~.'.:·.·.-.·_·.'.'.'.·.·:.:·.·.::·.·.·.:·.·:.:.~a~s:!: ~: 

Licentiates 
Charlie Balance ...................... - ............ ........................... Willacoochee, Ga. 

James D. Little Union M~tings . 
Shady Grove ............................... ............... Fourth 5th Sunday .in 194.2 ...... .., 
Forest Jfill ... - .............. ..... .............................. - .... First 5th Sunday in 1943 

.. 



• 
Cool Springs, Joint Union- ............... ... .......... Secoll'd 5th' Sunday in 194? 
C.orinlh ............. ........ : ........ : ....... ,.......... ............. Third 51b Sunday in 1943. 
M t . • WiUing .... ,. ............ .. .............. ......... ................ Fourlh 5th Sunday in 1943. 
Pine Levi!l, Ga . ............. ......................... .............. First 5th Sunday in 1944 
Pine Level, Fla . ................ ...... ...... ............ .. .... Second 5th Sunday in 1944 

Ruth Kennon Union Meetings 
Sun-11y Side .. ...... ... ........... .... ..... .... .... ................. Fourth 5th Sunday in 194:t 
O ;k G:·ove ....... .. ... .......... ............. ............. ... ........ Fi.st 5th Sunday in 1943 
CQo: Spring, joint urrion ...... .. ............... .. ......... Second 5th Sunday in 1943 
F'riendship .. ... . , ........... .......................... .. , A ...... .... Third 5th Sunday in 1943 
Ozia; ........... ...... ... ..... .' .......... , ............ .. :......... .. .. Fourth 5th Sunday in 1943 
Ziorr Hill ................... ............... ................... .. .. ......... F:rst 5th Sunday in 1944 
Orang: Grove .. .... ...... ..... ~ .......... ................. Second 5th Sunday in 1944 

Cash in Treasury ... ............ . ~ ...... ./ .. : ....... ....... : .................................... ... $74.95 
Pa.id for minutc.s ...................... ~ ................ .. .................... $32.50 
PaiQ.Cl : rk ........... .... ........ ... : ....... ... ........................... .......... $10.00 
Paid Mod<rator ........ ...... ...... .. ............. ....... .. :..... ............ .. $ 5.00 
Paid Corresponding Ministers ..................... .. : ..... ........... S 3.00 
Postage .... ................. ...... ....... ................ , ... .. :.... ........... ...... $ 1.63 

$52.13 $52.13 

Balance $22.82 

Obituaries 
' We regret to repor! the deach of Bro. J . E. Evans. He was a 

faith ful member of P:ne Level. Ga., church. We feel that our loss is 
~s g_sin. 

1 

~ - · N. T. BROOKS, Clerk. / ' 

COOL SPRINGS 

Sister Americu; Joms died March 13, 1942. She bad bee~a 
member of the chu.·ch rr.any ·yeats. She was very much devoted to 
her church and we miss her presenc; at church. 

C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk. 
Old Aunt Betty Whittle died March 14, 1942. She was 86 years 

" ld. She 'attended church as · much as she could, and seemed to enjoy 
tt as much as anybody could. She ler.ves a vacancy no one can fill. 
Written by, · 

"1 C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk. 

With much ri!gret we record the death of Sister S alHe Lewis who 
departed this' life October 22, 1941. She w as 52 years of age at her 
d; ath. She w~s a faithfu_l member all'd Joyal to her church' affairs. 

-

We feel that our loss is her eternal gain, 

FOREST HILL CHURCH, 
R. S. HAYES, Clerk. 

· We regret VErY much to report the death of Sister Sena Wilson of 
Ozias church. She wti.s a loving mother and will be missed so much 
by her many friends. We feel that our loss is her eternal gain. 

H. C. CORBE'IT. 

With muCh regret we record the death of Sister Nancy Clementi;, 
a member for 35 years of Sunny Side church. We feel that our loss 
.b her eternal gain. 

. E .. C. FANCHER, Clerk. , 
In memory of Brother ReaSon Gibbs who passed away Sunday, 

October 4, 1942. He was an outstanding member. Always ready to 
do what he could for tbe good of the church arrd the cause of Christ. 
His presence and help -will be missed but we hope our loss is heaven's 
gain. 

Rev. J . D. Little, 

CORINTH CHURCH, 
MRS. ZONIE SMITH, Clerk. 

ORDAINING COUNc;a 
Rev. M. H. Touchton, Rev. J. C. Arnold. 

Executive Committee 

~ i g:~;: :=- :ii .. _:; - ~7:~€ ~· 
Mai tin Corbett .... .. ......... ....... .......... ........................ ....... ............... Pearsoll', Ga. 

.J 

Government and Ordinances 
1. We believ: that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, is a con

gregation of Christians constituted and governed accocding to the-· rules 
laid down in the New Tt>stament. 

2. That thl'Se rules require churches to pres~rve the 'form of gov
'ernment arrd the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be 
composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That the vi~ibl < church is the aggregate or whole number of 
gospel churches, and that the invis;ble church is composed of the re
deemed now in bes.ven and of such Christians on earth as are not' at
tached to the visible church according to gospel rules. 

4. That thf establishment of a central catholic government over 
the visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly alnbition, 
repugnant to the Word of God·, subservi:nt to the churches and dan
gerous to the liberty of man. 

5. The gospel churches are th ~ only ecclesiastical ~es or tri-

: 



burrals authorized by the Scriptures; and that each church has the 
unrestricted right to administer its own government without suparvis
ion or interferen·ce, being under Christ Essentially indepetrdent and ab
s.olute, and that ·if this right be surrendered to superintending jurisdic
tion by delegation- or otherwise, the assembly ceasts to be a Gospel 
church. 

6. The churches ma;)neverthel-ess, we suppose, .meet by delegates 
form an asso;eiation and d~are tile terms upon which they Will keep 
up the correspondence; bu1 that1 the right- and authority •of churches 
being inalimable, or in no way compromised "Or hindered by entering 
intoen as:ociation, and therefore an association has no authority over 
churches or individuals, their only power being to transact business 
which do<s not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; ' to 
promote naturaJ intercourses, and a. co~ntration of voluntary effort; 
and to give that advice to churches which m:ght with equal authority 
be given by an individual. 

7. That the authority of the chu :ches is designated for the perpet
uation of th2 tnte r : Jigion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of 
true and orderly bodies of Christians on earth; that is fully sufficient 
for the purpo.;e Intended. but tha t does not extend 10 pe:sons, prop
erty or the conscience of m,.n in any mann : r whatsover. 

8. That the only requisit~s to church membership are faith in 
Christ and obedience to the Gospel, th2t taith in Christ necessarily ex
ists ~ connection with th: be1'ief in the !undamentaJ t•utl1s of Chris
tianitY, and that to wescrib!! any other requisite of such membarsb)~ 
is an a:sumption of authority on the part of toe church and a departUre 
lrom tbe Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a church a re elders and d~acons; that .JP~ 
elders are caJled bishops or pastors, and all of the elders are equal in 
rank tllough they may perform dift'erenL functions- since some may 
be bi!bops or pastors of parttcuhr churches, while, others may be 
simp•e elders, having no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Go:pel extends to 
t<acbing, exhortation ;;nd rebuke, but no further; that he cannot per
form any acts that b, long to the authon~y of the church- sucn as the 
receptio:1 of memb: rs into th; church compact, or the expulsion of of
fenders; that as a member of · the church. be is not more tll:m any 

·other member, and if he is guilty of t; ansgr~ssion he is to be brought 
to tri ; l befor.e his brethren an'd conv.c.ed or acquitted in the same 
manner as if be were a private per.;on; yel. we think it p:~dent to 
call in advisorj help especially if the m n:ster is to b, tried upon '1. 

charge of ·heresy. -
11. That Christian Bapti!m is the immerSion of the believer in 

water irr the m.me of the Fathe.· and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
12. That the Lord's Supper and the wa;hing of the saint's f~~t are 

ordinances to be observed in 1he church until the Lord comes. 
13. That elders and· dMcons must be set apart to their office or 

ordination, by thE imposit.on of tho bauds of the p a sbytery and prayer, 
without which they are not au bo . .zed to administer the ordin:mces 
pertaining to their respective office.. - " 

-

t 
I 

14. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of one or 
more churches. 

Church Decorum 
1. The church may choose a p3stor annually at the last regular 

conferenc!'! in Association year; or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor 
for an indefinite length of time to continue !roll\ year to ye:u:, as 
long as hz may deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When it, becom~ neces;ary, a pastor may be chosen at an.v 
other time; but if the choice be made at a special conference the time 
must bE appoin ted at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is 
absent or does not sit as moderator being presmt, some suitable brotlle.
shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4.. There shall be two or more deacons irr the church, whose duty 
it shall be to superintend the c6llection and d.isbursement of all 
contributions made by the church fo r the pastor, etc., and to distribute 
the bread and wine in the administratic;m of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The Deacoll$ shall take notice of such members as refuse or 
neglect to pa:take of the Lord's Supp::r and mdeavor to ascertain tile 
cause that the same may be laid before the church in conference, if 
necessary. 

6. SomeJsuitable m<mber shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be 
his duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business 
of the church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association. 

7. When a Clez k is appointed, all the books, minutes, ~tc., be
longing to the Clerk. shall b~ immediately deliv-~red to him by his 
predecessor. Also, it shall be the duty of the church-clerk to revise 
the church roll at least once a year. It sh~i t be th-e! duty of the pas
tors to instruct the deacons apd claks of 1heir churches in regard to 
mon:y for minutes. 

8. The church shall hold a two day·s monthly .meeting embracing 
Sa!urd:;y and the Lord·s Day f61lowi.rrg, the fir<t of which shall -be th!!. 
regular time of the conference. , 

9. It shall be the duty of Every membet, maJ: or femaJe, to at
tend each conference me~ting, if they can, for on that d"ay1the pasto•· 
1s expected to instruct the church in a cert>in manrr;r by giving plain 
and pointed lessons on doctline, disciplin; and the rules of holy living. 

10. Any male member who shall fail to attetrd tllree successive 
confermces, and any member whatever of the church abcording to the 
Cov~nant (Arti~le 5) ~hell be cited to appear in conference and an
swer for his neglect; but the church may exempt members from this 
rule if neces;ary. 

11. Conf: rences ~ball be op~ned and conducted as follows: (1) 
Prayer unless divint service has just been concluded, and generally 
tben. (2) Invite visiting brethren to s:;it:. (3) Open tbe door {or re
ception of members. (4) Call for £bs:nU!es. (5) For acknowledgements. 
(6) For reference of def-er.ed busin~. (7) Ft:>r matters. -of dialing 
which are in orde: to come befon: the church. (8) For miscellaneous 



business. 
12. V'tSiting brethren, as helpers called in frbm sister churches; 

shall. sp!ak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote. 
13. ,}.ny orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold 

this chlitSh in fellowship may be received into the church without " 
letter when :t is made apparent that his christian character is unim
peachabl e and that he bas applied for a letter and could not obtain it 
because he desired to join this or· £orne sister church. All other persons 
must join by letter or baptism. 

14. No member shari be . eceived without the unanimous consent 
ol the mtmbe.rs present, but umea:onable objections shall not be valid, 
unlus withdraWB, the members who make til;!m shall be liable to be 
taken under dealing with the chu•ch. · 

15. When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall in
form the church wilat male members have been absent trom tbre! 
successive conference,- and\ the Moden tor snail appoint some brother 
or brethren to crte each of them to the next confe.renoe. 

16. No member shail iSe e~e'ued ,unless he bas been· cited ver
bally or In wdting to at.o;nd the trial, provided his l'esidenc< be known 
tt> the chUrch. 

~. When a witness, not a member ~f the church, is iotroduc;d, 
he shall not .be examrntd un.rl the quenien has been put to t.fh 
church, Will you hear til;! tesumony of the W•tness? 

18. The tvidence in every case of d. auog and acknowledgemen. 
shall be recorded In the chu.·ch book. 

19. Memb2rs dismtssed !rom tne chu.ch by letter who become 
disorderly or continu< to hold their letter without &ood teason shall 
be cittd to conference to answc• for their misconduct. 

20. Expelled members shall be restored to f! llow,hip on their 
~titian If thelT walk since exputsion has convinced the church tha~ 
they have sincerely repented !or Lhlir former •evil. 

21. A vote shall not be taken upon queslions without a move and 
o stcond and on all Important questron.s the vote shall be taken by risia& 
to theJett. ./ 

22. No motion Eball be mode whlie a move and second Is before 
the conference. 

23. It shall be considered disorderly for any membe: to abs<,.n> 
t.ims.LC from conference when an impor1.6nt question is to be decided: 
but a member, upon rl'c.!ipt, may be Exempted by the church from 
voting on either aide in peculiar cases. 

24. No membe. shall lEave the bouse during conference without 
a sufficient causz, nor engag: In conversallon or whl>perlni without 
being subject to be called to ordtr by the moderator. 

25. All discussion in contermce must be conducted with calmneu 
wrd good feeling; those who speak must rise to their f eet and addrea, 
the moderato:; and keep to the point in the debate. 

28. No one shall apeaK mor! than three times on the aame ques
tion without permwlon 1rom the moderator, nor shall the remarks of 
any one be unreasonably loll'g. 

27. When the Moderator .p~;.k8 h~ must designate some b.olbec 

-

to act In his stead. 
• 28. No on; 1hsll be intet·rupted while speaking unless it can be 

tc call U1e speak! r to order. 
29. It !hall be the duty of each church to att~nd to the adminis

tration of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saint's feet at le~ 
once a year. 

30. Members not in good standing :hould not commune, but th~ 
adminisl.atiorr shou1d ::ot be d eferred on account of any ordinary 
matter of d.aling. 

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on 
proper occssions. 

32. No Licentiate ~hall be ordained until called in care of one or 
more churche.. 

33. This Decorum may be alte. ed or amended by a twa-thirds 
vote of the memb~rship presem at any two consecutive monthly con
{erences. 

Church Lovenant 
1. Having been brought, ~ s we humbly trust, by Divine Gra~ 

into tile knowl~dge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
to devol< our time and talents to th~ lnte. est of pure and umtetiled re
ligion, we do solemnly covenant with each other to walk together in 
love and brother!y kindness and to glorify God through life as the 
orr.y hope in death. 

2. We ag•ce to exercis: Chri , tian love and affection for each other 
as members of the hous:bold of taith, that t he knowledge of truth 
msy be glorified In us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect 
in the wlll of God through Christ Jesus concerning us. 

3. We endeO\'Or to uphold the public worship of Almighty God 
and ordirran~ of H.is church. not to forsake the assembling of our
selves togethe.r; that we will chee:!ully contribute of the means with 
which we are blEssed for the ministry among us and other necessary 
expenses of the church. 

4. We will not neglect lhe devotional exercises of secrei prayer 
and the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children 
and those under our care with a view to the service' of Christ and 
the enjoyment of Heaven. 

5. We agree to neglect oar s:c:ular or wordly avocation to attend 
the stated meetings of the church and to labor for its prosperity In the 
most holy faith, believing that if we do this we let· our light shj.ne; if 
we tail to attend to thE sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block 
to the world and a' reproach to the church. 

6. We believe that· all Christians are endowed with certain talents 
and ln1luelJCes, for the improvement o! which they will be ~countabl~ 
to the Great Head or the church; that If there are unruly members in 
the church, it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and t.• 
&dmonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they will'\Pot hear thee, 
take one or twc more, that In the mouth of two or three witnesses 
vdmonish them to forsake their evil doings, it they will not hear thee 



then Itt them b! unto thee as an h::athen man and a publican. 
7. We b~:li;;ve .he wor.d1y dance ;;nd drinking ardent spirits with 

and co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be condtmnerl 
by lne 'cbu.ch. 

8. I t ; hail be the duly of all pastors to read or have read thi• 
Covena:lt' and to expJ;. in eve1·y part and clau;.e thereof to the church 
en •he openings or ail ci)urch me-etings. 

' Decorum 
1. At th;; rr.eeting of Eath sess1on of !he Association the officers of 

th·~ preceding session , ha:I p :e;id~ until theii- S!JCCesso:s shall be known 
2. At each session and prwlous to proceeding to business thE' 

n : m:' oi the minist~ rs ttd delegates shall be called. 
3. At th,e close of each se;sion the entire proceedings shall ~e read 

lo~ corre..:uo.1 and apptovai. 
4. Any pe;'Son wishing to speak 'shall rise and address the modera

tor. He .:hal1 confine himsElf to !he question under consideration and 
avoid personalities. 

5. No person ~baH speak morz than twice on any mbject without 
permission from the body. 

6. l'lo motion shall be wiihdrawn gfter its discussion. 
7. When a que£tion is und: r d~.<cussiorr no motion or proposition 

shall be ;·eceived exc-ept to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or 
postpone indeftnitdy, wh:ch s t:veral motio::~s shall be preferred in th~ 
order in whieh they are stateq. 

8.J Nominations ~hall be mad·~ by the Moderator of the Associatidq 
or whoever he may a]));!oint. · ./ 

9. After motion ha ;; b t en decided any memb!r having voted in 
the affirmative may move a reconsideration. 

10. No member shall ilh!:.nt hims.~lf during the session withllUt. 
permiss,on from lhe pre.sidirrg oftic. r, :md none shall take ftnal leave 
of abs<.nce without permiSSion from the body. 

ll. This Association ha; a right to decicde wha't matter shall be 
admitted to its consideration . . 

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Asso
ciation by a majority vote. 

13. No church shall lib<rate any minister coming from any other 
denomination until he bas be<JJ ex~mined by the Ordaining Council 
and received crederruals bearing their app: oval. 

14. Any church that shall tolerate Uhknown Tongue in their 
church shall be regard;d as encouraging heresy, and . shall be deal: 
witti !or such. ,Also any chu•ch, ot· pastor allowing preaching 'of sucn 
that is1 sinless pertection, as a .second work of grace, to occupy their 
pulpit, sha ll be dealt with for encouraging heresy. 

Constitution 
1. This As;:ociation shall hereafter be known as the L ittle River 

Free Will Baptist Assoctation. 

2. , It shall be composed of: (I). The ministers both ordained 
and licensed, belonging thereto; (2). Legal delegates fr~m the churches 
composing the same. 

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be reqUired to 
send up an annual report to the A~sociation in which they shall make 
a brief .statement ot tlie pastor, report the character and usefulness of • 
the minister whose membership is with them, give name and past 
of1'1ce o~ ~e Church Clerk, give the number baptized, received by 
letter, disrrussed by l<tter, restored, excluded, and died, the number of 
membet-s and the amount paid !or Associational ,purposes. 

4. Each church in the Association sh<ill be considered an advisory 
body and shall coqtrol its own internal affairs having the unrestricted 
right to administer its own government without susptnsion or irrter
fe.rence, being under Christ essentially independent and absolute. 
~ . 5. This body ~hall be considered an advisory council whose duty 
1t IS to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the 
previous >ession and not to adjourn· iormally until all business is settled 
ami while there it shall b ;: its duty 10 examine all questions of general 
interest to the Association and to use their best influence to pro;note a 
mo1·a1 and benevolem m eans and institutions such as educati6rr, Sab
bath School;:. missionary work, etc. 

6. The officns of this Association shall be Moderator, Clerk and 
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot . . 

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must 
adopt our Articles of Faith and conlo:m to its usages. 

8. Churcbts smding delegates to this Association shall be allowed 
one d~legate for each te n members o: fraction thereof. 

9. This Constitution may be altered or c.mended at any session 
of this Association by a majo•·ity of votes. : 

Articles of F aith 
1. We beUeve t.'lst there i6 but one living, true, eternal God; the 

Father, of whom a . .: all thin1s, f rom ;:ver:asting to <verlasting, glorious 
and immutablE in all His attributes~-! Co: . 8:6; Isa : 40.28. 

2. We believe t.hat there is one Lord Jesus Christ from ;,hom 
11.e all things, the ozlJy begottm Sorr of God, Son of the Virgin Mary. 
whom God fre: ly s~nt into the world bzcause of the great love where
with He loved the world, and Christ as freely gave himself 1.. ransom 
for all, tasting death for every man, who was bu ried and rose again 
the third day and ascended into Heaven, from whence Wi! look for 
Him tbe second time in the clouds of Heaven, at the la~day to judge 
both the quick and the dead.- 1. Tim. 21:5-6; H~b. 2:8; Jobrr 2:2; 
Rev. 1:7; Aclo; 24~15; John 2:16. 

3. W t believ;: that- there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of 
the Father, through His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and 
draweth sinners home to God.-St. John 19:7-9; Acts 4:4; 5-6; Eph. 
4:4; 5:6. 

4. We believe that in the beginrring God made man upright; and, 



placEd him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from 
which he voluntarily by transgression fell, and by that means brought 
on himself a miSerable and mortal state subject to death.-Gen. 2:17; 
3:]9. . 

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish but 
that aU should com< to rep-o...ptence, and the knowledge of the truth tha t 
they might be saved, for which end Cb.ist hath commanded the gos
pe l to be p .-eached among al~nat iops. a nd to every creature.-;-Mark 16:-
15; Luke 24-47; John 3:12-17; ,:rim. 2:4. · 

5• We believe that .. no man sh ;li suffe: in hell fo r want o! a Christ 
who died for h im, but as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lo: :i 
that bought them, becaU:e they believed nO< in, the only begotten Son 
of God. Unbelief, th~reiore, bemg the call:.~ why the just and righteou-" 
Goa of Heaven will .condemn the t.n.ldren· of men; it follows against aJl 
comradict1on that all mPn at one lime o• ano1her, are found in such _ 
capacity as that through the grace of God, they may be etE"rnally saved. 
- Mark 6:6 ; H<b. 3 :10; 1 John 5:10. 

7. Wz beli<cve that whole Scr.p lures are infallibly true ami that 
they are the only rules 01 f :l ith and praclic~ .-11 Tim. 3:6-17. 

8. We believe in t.ha doct: ine of geneJ·al ,prov ision made of God 
in Christ for the benefit of all ma.:k ind who rep;n t and beli1ve tnc 
Gospel-Luke 14:16-20; Ma •. 21!:19-20; Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24:47; Acts 
3:19; ~k 1:15. \ 

9. Wz believe thlt -sinrter.;s are drawn to God, the Father, by ur{' 
Holy Ghos , through Christ His Son, md that the Holy Ghost elfers 
His divine aid to rul lh< human iamily, so as they all might be hap~ 
would they give place to H h ~vine teaching; whereas such who do 
not o•eceive Lbe divine imp1essi0:1 of Holy Spirit shall at a !utu:e day 
own their coml.emnatior: just and charge themselves wilh th ~ ir own 
dcmnaLon for wilfully reject.ng the offers of sovereign grace.-Matt. 
11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms·1:1; 2:11-12; Jer. 22.29. 

10. We b~lieve that men, not considered simply as ungodly mar, 
were of old ordained w condemnation; considered such who turn the 
g race ot God to lasciviousne;s; d =:nying the Lord God aml. our Lord 
Jesus Christ ~ho bought lhem, ana ther; ior~ shaL b. ing upon !bern
selves swift dastructio.:. but w e observe that 'tbzy, ana such the apostle 
sailh, bec~use they receive not ihe love of the truth that they might 
be saved, therUoit:, the indign~tion and wrath of God is upon. every 
~oul that do~th evil, living and a ying Lher:m, for there is no rezpect 
of persons \Vlth God.~ude 1:4; 2nd Peter 2:1; Tl)ess. 2:11-12; Romaos 

_2:9-11. 

11. We believe that all chi!drm dy:ng in infancy, having not ac
tually u:an~gressed ag:inst toe .c;w of God in their own person are 
oniy subject to th< fi .s t death ; which was brought on by the !all of 
Adam, and not that any of th-err. dying in that s tate sh-.ll ;uffer pwrish
ment in hell the guio\ of Adam's s i:l, of such is th ~ kingdom of God.
Ist. Cor. 15:32; Matt. 19:2-5; M:::rk 9:26-27; Matb 19-14. 

./ 

-

12. We believe that good works are the fruHs of saving faith, and 
that in the use o! the means of grace and not out of the use of these 
means eternal life is promised men.- Rev. 22:14-15; Isaiah 1:19-20; • 
Matt. 7-8; Jer. 13-24-35. · 

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scrip
ture for justification before God through . his work, power or ability , 
which be bas in and for himself, orrly as be by grace is made able to 
come to God thrciu.sh Jesu; Chris t, beli·zving the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ to be imputM to all believers !or thEir eternal acceptance with 
God.-Rom. 4:24; Acts 8 :20-21. 

14. We belien that all things are .foreseen in the wisdom of God, 
so that God knoweth whatsoever can o r can not come to pa~s upon all 
supposed conditions; yet not es having d!creed any person everlasting 
ceatb or everlasting life, out of resp~ct o! rr:ere choice, farther than He 
hath appoirrted the godly unto llie, and the ungodly who die in sin unto 
death.-Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-23; Matt. 25:31-46. 

15. We believe. as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's bap
t ism, laying on of hands, teceiving of the sacrament of bread and wine, 
washing the saint's feet, armointing the sick with oil in the name of 
the Lord, fasting and prayer, singi'ng praise to God, and the public 
ministry of the Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find 
in the New 'testament-Luke 22:19-20;Johu 13-4-7; James 5:14. 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion and 
that believers a re the only objects for baptism.-Matt. 3-15; Mark 1:15-
26; Acts 3 :38-39; Rom. 6-5; Col. 2-12. 

17. We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a 
final judgment at the last day.-Jobn 5:28-29; 11:5-6. 

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the 
torments of the wicked are endless.-Matt. 2:9. 

Forms 
FORMS FOR LICENSE I 

This is to certify that the bearer, Brother ... , .. ................. .................... .. . 

- ················-········· ··········-···· ···············,········ ··· of the County o~:····················-··· 
State of ·······-·· --··· ····················--······ is a regular member of the Free Will 

Baptist church. in the said county of ..................................... ........... , State 

of ···--····· ·························-········· is hereby licensed to preach the gospel for 

one year. Done by order ot-- the church in conference. 

This ······-············· .. ··· day of ·········-- --····················· ···--·• A. D., 194 .... - .. 

Signed ... .......... .................. ..... , ... , ..... ,. ................... . t>{oderator. 

···-·· ...................................... .............................................. _: .......... ' 
Ordaining Coll!lcil. 



Petitionary Letter From A Church to an 
:=- Association 

•....................................................... Free Will Baptist Church of Christ 
T~is the .............................. day of ........ .. ............ ..••....... ............. A. D., 194 ....... . 

To the ·····-·········································· ····· Free Will Baptist Association 
send·t th gree:ings: We constitute a Fr:e Will B<.pti5t Church by Eld~r 
........................................... ........................... .................. with ........... ... members 
We have adopteq tlle Articles of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of th: 
Fre'e Will Baptist church. We are at peace. We have called as pasto:, 
Elder ............... ... .'........ ............. ................ ............................... .......... .............. We 
stnd as our del: gat~s. Brethre .: ...................................................................... . 
IV~ do humb:y petiti:n .. ~ ........................................................ ..... F ree Will 
Baptist Association for member~hip in the same. We !end for mirrutes 
S........................... Hoping ou..., humble petit.on will be granted, we are, 

Your bf: thrm in 'christ. .. .......... ........ .. ............................................................ ............... Moderator 
.................. ...................................... ........................ Church Cler~ . 

Church Letter 
......................... ................... .... ............. Ft e! Will BaP-tist Church of Christ 
This .................................. day o!.. ....................................... ... , A. D., 194 ...... .. 

This is to ce.ti!y that ........ ....................................................................... .. 
is a member 'of the above nam: d church in good standing and is here
by at his or bet request di.mi~ed hom us. Done by order of the 
church in confennce. This tetu r w.ll be void after six months . 

.................. ... ..................... ................... ....... : ... - ................ Moderator. 
......... .......... ... ....................................................... ~...... Church Clerk. 

How l:o Organize A Church 
Wh~rr any number of conv~ .• s, not less than five, desire to con

stllute a church, the fol.owlng order shou:d be observed: (A) The ofC' 
liciating minister shall inqui•e into th; Chri.stian character and ability 
of the members to !ustaln the church. This being satisfactory, (B). 
The minister shall then read the Articles of Faith, and flndirrg they 
have obeyed and adopted the sam:, (C) He shall then l'ead the Church 
Covenant. while the congreJation joins in singilrg a suitable hymn. (D). 
He shall have the membe1s to extend to each other the right hand 
of fellowship. (E). He shall then offer a prayer of consecration. (F) He 
shall then declare th; body organized. 

Order of Business 
The order of business shall be £S follows: (1) The election of a 

clerk. (2) The election of deacons. (l) The election of a treasurer. (4) 
The election · of a pastor. (5) The selection of a q;~me. (6) The selec
_tion of a day ot wo:ship. (7) Adjoummmt. 
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