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Church _Conference

1. Prayer (unless Divine service has just been concluded and gen-

erally then.) "

‘ |' 2. Invite visiting brethren to seats.
| 3. Open the door for the receptiorr of members and read over
. Minutes of last Conference.
» 4. Call for Absentees.

5. Call for acknowledgements.

| - \ 6 For reference of deferred business.

. ’ 7. For matters of dealing which are imr order to come before the
church,

8. For miscellaneous business. ~

R . ) Order of Business

1. The body at each session shall be opened amd closed with
o ~ prayer. '
5 ) J | 9. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of min-
: isters and dzlegates enrolled.
’ 3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
hallot
4 Call for Petitionary Letters.
5. Invite visiting brethren to"seats with us.
6. Call for Correspondimg Messengers.
7. Appoint Committzes: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational Lit-

1 erature; (c) Temperance; {d) Churches and Destitution; (e) Education;
(f) Ministers; (g) Sunday Schools; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance; (j)
Cards of Thanks. ) 4

8. Unfinished business,
9. Report of Committees.

10, Miscellaneous business. .
11. Adjournment.

i
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Proceedings

THURSDAY MORNING, OCT. 14, 1943

The Thirty-Seventh Session of the Little River Association of the
United Free Will Baptists conven:zd with Friendship church, Ware
County, Georgia. v

Prayer by Bro. W. N. Wilsom.

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Rev. T. M. Giddens.
Text: 6th chapter of Romans.

Dismissed at noon and plénty good dinner served.

Called to order at 1:30 p. m. by the Moderator.

Prayer by Bro. Jeff Giddens.

Scripture lesson presented by the Moderator. 133rd Psalm.

Invited visiting Breathrenr and Sistzrs.to seats with us,

Called for letters from the churches. 10 handed in and read by
Bro. M. M. Franks and Bro. T. G. Hamilton. And by a move and
second Delegates seated.

Elected officers by ballot.

Rev. J. D. Little, Moderator.

Rev. M. H. Toéuchton, Assistant Moderator.

B. Baker, Clerk and Treasurer.

Called for Petitionary Letters. A

Received and read letter from Oak Hill church, mewly organized
asking for membership in our body, which was gladly received by

the Moderator and Assistant Moderator extending the right hand of *

Fellowship to the church’s Delegate, Bro. Earl M. Bonds. _
Also Petitionary Letter from Pine Level church, Fla., asking to

be dismiss=d from our body. Their request was granted. —

Called for Corresponding Messengsr from Sister Associations as
follows:

By the Moderator and Assistant Moderator extending the right
hand of fellowship.

GEORGIA UNION—Bro. W. W. Patten, Rev. Neal H. Parrish,

CHATTAHOOCHEE—Bro. G. C. King.

SOUTH GEORGIA—Rev. Joe Harris and Rev. Joe Tyson.

Appointed Committées as follows:

PREACHING—Jeff Giddens, Wm. Wilson, J. S, Jordam.

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE—T. G. Hamilton, Eddie Wil-
liams, Tom Carlton.

TEMPERANCE—T. G. Hamilton, Eddie Williams, Tom Carlton.

CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION—Ed Stones, R. S. Hayes, M
M. Franks. = s

- MINISTERS—Rural Douglas, faydia Gibbs, Annie Giddens, Riley

Giddens, Viola Touchton.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND LITERATURE—J. E. Giddens, Tevo
Steedely, E. G. Wright. :

|

RESOLUTIONS—L. S. Davis, J. B. Kermon, Macom Paulk, Earl
M. Bonds, /

FINAN! v. T. M. Giddens, Rev. M. T. Giff, Rev. M. H.
Touchton.

CARD OF THANKS—T. M. Giddens, Johnnie Taft.

Adjourned until Friday morning.

REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator
B. BAKER, Clerk

FRIDAY MORNING, OCT. 15, 10 A. M.
Called to ordér by the Moderator,
Prayer by Bre. Riley Giddens.
Called for report of the Committees as follows:

PREACHING

Thursday night—Rev. Neal H. Parrish.
Friday 11 A. M.—Rev. Joe Harris.
Friday 2 P. M.—Rev. M. T. Goff.
JEFF GIDDENS, Chairman.

“DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE

We your Committee, recommsend that Free Will Baptist Literature
be used in our Sumday Schools and Leagues. We also recommend that
Rev. Mack Goff preach the Introductory Sermon at the next session.
Rev. M. H. Touchton, Alternate.

~ We recommend that the next session of the Association be held
with Pine Level Church in Worth County, Georgia, Thursday and
Friday before the Third Sumday in October, 1944.

T. H. HAMILTON, Jr., Chairman.

TEMPERANCE

We, your Committee, submit the following report: /

God would be more pleased if each one of us would be more
Temperate in everything at all times as he has commanded.

We recommend that our Brethren and Sisters live lives and set
examples ‘that God would be pleased with and we would not be
ashamed for our young people to follow.

We also recommend that our people abstaim from the use of In-
toxicating Drinks.

T. G. HAMILTON, Jr., Chairman.




CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION
We, your Committee, submit the following report: We find all
the .Sister Churches in our bounds are supplied with preachers so
far as we know except Orange Grove and Oak Grove.

We recommend that ses:joir of the Association make some
arrangements for those ch to have pastors if possible.
5 ED STONES, Chairman.
- EDUCATION

We, your committee, recommend that the parents should read
and discuss the Bible more often and give them all the schooling poi-
sible so that they may grow up in the way that they should go
and they will not cepart from it,

ANDIE WILLIAMS, Chairman.

MINISTERS

We, your Committee, find all Ministers in the Little River Asso-
ciation in good stunding so far as we know. .
R. M. DOUGLAS, Chairman,

- SUNDAY SCHOOLS

We, your Committee, find that ou.;' Sunday Schools are failing to
function as they should bscause the young people are failing to have

the proper examples set before them. We feel that fathers and moth-—

ers should take more interest in the boys and girls. We believe that
fathers and mothers should go with them and encourage them all
they can this way and we recommend that all churches use Fres Will
Baptist Literature.

J. E. GIDDENS, Chairman.

RESOLUTIONS
We, the Committee, recommend that the Little River Association
pay the Correspording Messengers expenses from all Sister Associations
and that all the churches be diligent in sending funds for the ex-

penses of our body,
L. S. DAVIS, Chairman.
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FINANCE
We, your Committee, submit the following: .
Balance in Treasury $22.82
Collections - $65.85
Total ... $88.67

M. T. GOFF, Chairman,

CARD OF THANKS

To the church of Friendship and commurrity:
We, the body of th: Little River Association, thank each and every
one for their kindness and hospitality toward us while in your midst.
T. M. GIDDENS, Chairman.

By a move and second next joint umion meeting to be at Sunny
Side.
Returnzd Correspondence to sist:r Associations as follows:
Chattahoochee Association Thursday night before first Sunday in
October. Mt. Olive Church, Taylor County, Ga.
J. L. HARTSFIELD
B. BAKER
Georgia Union Association, Pine Level Church, Friday and Sat-
urday before second Sundazy in October, near Eastman, Ga.
JEFF GIDDENS.
Union Association Thursday and Friday before fourth Sunday in
October.
M. M. FRANKS.
South Georgia Association.
c REV. M. T. GOFF.
Adjourned until after noon.
Called to order Friday afternoon by the Moderator.
Prayer by Bro. C. M. Chafin. “IF
Orange Grove Church represented by—Mrs. Neal H. Parrish, Mrs
Lillie Wilson, Ray Parrish, Mrs. Ollie Parrish, Mrs. JeweH Parrish.
By a move and second asked Rev, Neal H. Parrish to give Oak
Grove appointment once a month for this Associational year,
On motiom, put Rev. T. M. Giddens on Ordaining Council.

Treasurer’s report, Cash ... o A $88.67
BRI TR EINOTIN s e miimsn oo itainma st auieyigte  ebms 55:13

Balance in Treasury S S WS § $33.54
BRI O ool cma i iscsimmemsss s $10.00 P
Paid Moderator gy D0
Paid Rev. Joe Tyson, traveling cxpense 1.00
PR PO o e S 1.63

37.50
Total $55.13

Disposed cof regular Order of Business and took up miscellaneous
business.

Ordered 300 Minutes printed.

Ordered Clerk paid $10.00. Order:d Moderator paid $5.00.

Give Clerk authority of correcting mistakes and paying for Min-
utes and other expenses.




Took up free will offering for Rev. Joe Harris, Received $36.20.
May the Lord ever bless the givers along with the faithful old minister,
By a move and second adjourned to meet with Pine Level Church,
Worth County, Georgia, 4 miles west of Crossland, Ga., next year,
the Lord willing, to spare us until then.
REV. J. D. LITTLE, Moderator.
B. BAKER, Clerk & Trea:zurer.

ROLL CALL OF DELEGATES

SUNN'Y SIDE—Johnnie Taft, Eddie Williams, Audiz W.lliams,
Everett Williame, J. E. Giddens.

CORINTH—M. M. Frank$ and wife; Kimbrough Cassey, Mrs. L. E.
Winn,
PINE LEVEL GA —Macom Paulk and wife, J. M. Hartstield and
wife, Tom Carlton.

ZI@QN HILL—J. B. K:zmon, L, S. Davis, Sister Annie Davis.

FRIENDSHIP—Rural Douglas, Sist:r Nell Douglas, Si:ter Annie

Giddens, Sister Tevo Steedley, Jeff Douglas. ~

COOL SPRINGS—J. S. Jordan, Ed Stones, S. E. W.lson, E. G.
Wright.

FOREST HILL—R. S. Hayes, Sister Lydia Gibbs.

SHADY GROVE—Rev. M. T. Goff.

OZIAS—T. G. Hamilton, W. N, Wilson, Riley Giddens.

MT. WILLING—S:‘ster Viola Touchton.

Ministers and Thelr Post. Offices

Rev. M. H. Tcuchton Live Oak, Fla:
Rev. M T, Goff Lenox, Ga
Rev. J. B. Weeks, . Norman Park, Ga. .
Rev. Seaborn Bowerr ...~ Kirkland, Ga.
Rey. J. D. Little ... .. Kirkland, Ga.
Rev. B. C. Davis e Fairfax, Ga:
Rev. W. J. Williams .. Live Oak, Fla,
Rev. T. M. Giddens s Pearson, Ga.

Licentiates
Willacoochze, Ga.
Jacksonville, Fla.

James D. thtle Umon Meetings

Mt. Willings Fourth 5th Sunday in 1943
Pine Level, Georgm First 5th Sunday in 1944
Shady Grove . Second 5th Sunday in 1944
Sunny Side, Joint Union ............... ... .. Third 5th Sunday in 1944
Oak Hill . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1944
Cool Springs First 5th Sunday in 1945

Corinth : ; Second 5th Sunday in 1845
Third '5th Sunday in 1945

"

Forest Hill

s -
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Ruth Kennon Union Meetings

Ozias .. Fourth 5th Sunday in 1843
Zion Hill . First 5th Sunday in 1944
Orange Grove ... Second 5th Sunday in 1944
Sunny Side, Join Union ..........cccoeccceu........ Third 5th Sunday in 1944
Qak Grove .. Fourth 5th Sunday in 1944
Friendship First 5th Sunday in 1845

Obituaries
GIDDENS

In Memoriam of Brother Olesby (Obe) Edward Giddens

It is with sadness that we announce the death of our beloved
Brother Olesby (Obe) Edward Giddens, who, departed this life No-
vember 21st, 1942. He was born F:zbiuary 2nd 1875, being 67 years,
nine months and 19 days old at the time of his departure.

Brother Giddens was for a long period of years a strong friend
of Friendship Church but did not become a membear of this church un-
til early 1942. He always emcourag:zd the attendance and loyalty of
his family whom were members of Friendship Freewill Baptist Church.
For about two ycars Brother Giddens was an invalid occasioned by a
stroke and afterward a burn. This condition kept him confined to his
bed and home until the eénd came. He was received into the church
in the home. Brother Giddens was a loyal friend, neighbor and an
outstanding citizen in his county. He always demonstrated a deep in-
terest in his family and friends. His homs was ever open to our
ministers, he always extending a cordial welcome to the preachers who
served Friendship Church and invariably they spent time in his home
during their pastorates of Friendship Church,

In the going away of Brother Giddens, a good family conslshhg of
his wife, two sons and five dauzhters mourn most deeply his absence,
he having amply provided for the comfort and pleasure of his beloved
family. We shar: with the family the deep sorrow that comes from
his departure, however, we are Submissive to the will of God, who
Doeth All Things According To His Own Will and we shall hope
that we shall meet him in The Glory World.

Lovinmgly submitted by his pastor.
NEAL H. PARRISH.

.

FORESTHILL
We rzgret very much fo report the death of Sister Lena Hayes
of Forest Hill church. She was a loving and faithful member and will
be missed so much by her many friends. She departed this life April
18, 1943. She was 55 years of age.
We feel our lo:s is Heav:n's gain.
R. S. HAYES, Clerk.



AERENOLD

In Memoriam of Brother Johnnie C. Arnold

Our hearts are deeply saddened by thz death of our beloved
Brother John C. Armold, whose membership was with Zion Hill Fre2
Will Baptist Church of The Little Riv:ir Association of Free Will
Baptists. )

"Brother Arnold was born April 25th, 1886. He died May 1st. 1943
making his stay on earth Ii.q.y seven yza.-s and five days.

He was licensed to preat;‘h in the year 1908 and was Ordained
to the full mimistry of the Gospel in the year 1909. It can well be
said that Brother Arnold posse:sed every characteristic of a true child
of our.Heavenly Father. He was unstiniing in his sacrifiecs and
devotions to the Kingdom of Christ. He was truly a lover of the
Gospel which he preached and it can be truly said his greatest joy
was in listening to other ministers as they preached the true Gospel
of Christ, He organized Friendship Fres Will Baptist Church mak-
ing every necessary sacrifice as its pastor for a number of years in
order to promote its growth and its worth in the community. His
life had endeared him most deeply to them. He was a co-laborer
with a late Reversnd Joe Davis im organizing Sunnyside Free Wil

Baptist Church. His ministerial life had begfi spent largely in pas;
torial service, having pastorad n hurcheés throughout his

ministry: He was sound in the doctrines of his church and was a -~

strong defender of our doctrine against alien doetrines.

As a father Brother Arnold, aided by his good wife reared a—-
fine family of children consisting of four sons and three daughters.
His wife and children have every reason to bz proud of his life and
record as husbamd and father. In his going, his wife has lost a faith-
ful and true husband and the children a faithful and true father and
the church, a most loyal and sacrificing minister, While our hearts
are grieved most deeply, because of the passing of Brother Arnold,
we humbly bow to the will of God who doeth all things well, know-
img that our earthly loss is his Heavenly gain and that-it is our privi-
lege to be ready to go sometime and be with him forever.

Lovingly contributed by
NEAL“H. PARRISH.

Swn gkt
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+ BUNNY SIDE
In memory of Brother R. K. Birch who passed away on Decem-
ber 26, 1942. He was an outstanding member, always ready to do what
he could for the good of the Church and the cause of Christ. His pres-
ence and help will be missed but wes hope our loss is Heaven's gain,
E. C. FANCHER.

SHADY GROVYE
We regret very much to report the death of our beloved Sitser,
Susan Purvis, who departed this life Szpt. 27, 1943. She will be missed
very much but we have hope our loss is Heaven's gain.
Written by,
REV. M. T. GOFF.

COOL SPRING
We regnet to report the death of Sister Mattie White, who was
very old amd faithful old Saint and member of Cool Springs. Always
pleasant and bore her troubles patiently. Her death came in Savannah,
Ga., and exact date not known in July 1943|
We feel that our loss was Heaven's gain.
C. M. CHAFIN, Clerk

Ordaining Council

Rev. J. D. Little, Rev. M. H, Touchton, Rev. T. M. Giddens.

Executive Committee

C. M. Chafimr Norman Park, Ga.
J. L. Hartsfield Ty Ty, Ga
H. R. Douglas, Kirkland,. Ga.
L. S. Davis Waresboro, Ga.

. Pearson, Ga

Martin Corbett

Government and Ordinances

1. We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, is a con-
gregation of Christians constituted and governed according to the rules
laid down in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of gov-
ernment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be
composed of baptized believers in Christ.

3. That the visible church is the ‘aggregate or whole number of
gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed, of the re-
deemed now in heaven and of such Christians on earth as are not at-
tached to the -visible ¢hurch aecording to gospel rules,

4. That the establishment of a-cemtral catholic- government over



the visible church, or any: part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition,
repugnant to the Word.of God, subservient to the churches nnd d.anger-
ous to the liberty.of man. _

5. . The gospel churches are the only enclesmsuca! bodies or tri-
bunals authorized by the Scripturss; and that.each.church has the
unrestricted right.to administer its own goverrment without supervis-
ion or interference, being under Christ essentially independ:nt and ab-
solute, and that if this right be surréndered to superimtending jurisdic-
tion by delegation or otherwue the assembly ceases to be a Gospel
church.

6. The churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegatzs
form an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep
up the correspondence; but that the right and authority of churches
being inalienable, or ir no way compromised or hindered by entering
into an association, and therefore an association has no authority over
churches or individuals, thzir only power being to transact business
whiich does mot: pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to
promote natural intercourses, and a concentration of voluntary effort;
and-to give that advice to churchss which might with equal authority
be given by an individual. ;

7. That the authority of the churches is designated ‘for the perpet-
uation of ‘the ‘true religion of the Gospel and for the priservationr of
true and orderly bodies of Christians on earth; that is fully sufficient
for the purpose imtended, buf that does not extend to persons, prop-
erty or the conscience of men in any manner whatsover.

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in
Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ necessarily ex-
ists in connection with the bzlief in the fundamental truths of Chris-'
tianity, and that to prescribz any other requisite of such membership
is-an assumption of authority on the part of the church and a departure
from the Gospel plan.

9.. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons. that tha
eldmarecauedbishopsurpaston and all of the elders are equal in
rank though they may perform different functions— sinc: some- may
be bishops or pastors of particular churches, while others may bz
simple elders, having no pastoral charge.

10. That the" authority of a 'minister of the Goapel extends to .
teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot per- .~

form any acts that belong fo the authority of the church— such as the
receptior of members into the church compact, or the expulsion of of-

fenders; that as a member -of the .church, he is not more than any -

other.memler, and if he is guilty of transgression he is to be brougix
to trial before his brethren and convicted or acquitted in the same
manner as if he were g private person; yet we think it prudemt to
ca]linadvhnrxhelpespednllyirthemininerhtobetrledupma
charge of. heregy. -

11. Thntctnistunﬂapﬁmhthelmmerdonotthubdhurln
wategin—th!-;lnmlotﬂg,i’n;herandotthemmuthe Holy Ghost.

- o
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. 12 .That.the Lord's Supper and the washing of the saint's feet are
orﬂlnancgstnbeobse.wedinmechmh ‘until the Lord comes.

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office or
ordinatipm, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer,
without which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances
pertaining to their respective offices.

14, No Licentiate shall be ordained until ca.lled in care o.t one or
more churches.

Church Decorum

1. The church may choose a pastor’ annually at the last regular
confersnce in Association yzar; or if t.hey préfer it, may choose a pastor
for an imdefinitz length of time to contimue from year to year, as
long as he may deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomss necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any
other time; but if the choice be made =zt a special conference the time
must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church but when he is
absent or does not sit as muderator being present, some smtable brother
shall be appointed to sit in his placa.

4. . There shall be two ‘or more deacons in the chu.rch, whm ‘duty
it shall be to snpermtend the  collection and disbursement o! all
contributions made by the church for the pa.stor ete., a.nd to distribute
the bread and wine in the administration of the Lords Snpper

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or
neglect to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascertain the
cause that the same may be laid belore the chu.rch in cunierence if
necessary.

6.  Some smtable member shall” be alppointed Clerk and it shall be
his duty to do all the recording and writ;ht partaining | ‘to the buﬂness
of the church and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association.

* 7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, ete., be-
longing to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivéred to him by his
predecessor. Also, it shall be the duty of the church clerk to revise
the church roll at least once a year. It shall be the duty of the pastors
to instruct the deacons and clerks of their churches in regard to
money for minutes.

8. The church shall hold a two day's monthly meeting embrlciui
Saturday and the Lord's Day following,. the first of which sha].l be the
regular time of the conference.

9. It shell be the duty ,of every member, male or retnale to at-
tend each conference meeting, if they can, for on that day tbe pastor
hexpectedtomstructthechumhmaoeﬂmmannerbygwmgpm
and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living,

10. Any male membzr, who shall fail to attend thres successive

'-cog!mnoes, and any mem‘be,r whntever of the churc.h ncoordmi to the

/
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Covenant (Article 5) shall be cited to appear in conference and an-
swer for his neglect; but the church may exempt members from this
rule if necessary.

11. Conference shall be opened and conducted as follows: (1)
Prayer, unless divine service has just been conducted, and generally
then. (2) Invite visiting brethren to seats. (3) Open the door for re-
ception of members: (4) Call for abszntees. (5) For acknowledgements.
(6) For reference of deferred business., (7) For matters of dealing
which are in order to come before the church. (8) For miscellaneous
business.

12. Visiting brethren, as before called in from sister churches,
shall speak and make motion$ or seconds, but not allowed to vote.

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold
this church in fellowship may be received .into the church without a
letter when it is made apparent that his christian character is unim-
peachable and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it*
because he desired to join this or some sister church. All other persons
must join by letter or baptism.

14. No member shall be receivad without the unanimous consent
of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be valid,
unless withdrawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be
taken under dealing with the church.

15. Whenr the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall in-
form the church what male members have been absent from three
successive conferencss and the Moderator shall appoint some brother
or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference,

16. §o member shall be expslled unless he has beer cited ver- -
bally or in writing to atlhqd the trial, providad ihs residence be known '

to the church. .

17. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced,
he shall not be examined until the question has beer put to the—
church. Will you hear the testimony of the witnass?

18. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement
shall be recorded in the church book.

19. Members dismissed from the church by letter who become
disorderly or continue to hold their letter without good reasorr shall
be cited to conference to answer for their misconduct.

20. Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on their
petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that
they have sincerely repented for their former evil.

21. A vote shall not be taker upon questions without.a move and
a second and on all important questions the vote shall be taken by
rising to the feet.

22. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before
the conference.

23. It shall be conmdered disorderly for any member to absent
himself from conference when an important question is-to ‘be decjded;

but a ‘mamber, upon receipt, may be exemptéd by the church from
voting on’.either side in peculiar cas:s.

24. No member shall leave the house during conference without
a sufficient cause. nor enzags in conv:rsation or whispering withou:
being subject to be called to order by ths Moderator.

25. All discussion in conference must be conducted with calmness
and good feeling; tho:e who speak must rise to their feet and address
the moderator, and ks:p to the point in the debate.

26. No one shall speak more than three times on the sam2 ques-
tion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks of
any one bz unreasonably long,

27. When ths Moderator speaks he must designate some brother
to act in his stead. A

28. No ome shall be interrupted while speaking unless it can be
to call the speaker to order.

29. It =hall be the duty of each church to att:nd {o the adminis-
tration of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saint’s feet at least
once a year.

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the
administration should not be d:f:rred on account of any ordinary
matter of dealing. )

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on
proper occasions,

32. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of ome or
more churches.

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds
vote of the membership present at any two consecutive monthly con-
ferencss,

Church Covenant

1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by Divine Grace
into the knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jzsus Christ, and
to devote our time and talents to fhe interest of pure and undefiled re-
ligion, we do solemnly covenant with zach other to walk together in
love and brotherly kindness and to glorify God through life as the
only hope in death.

2, We agree to exsrecise Christian love and affection for each other
as members of th: household of faith, that the knowledgz of truth
may be glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may bz perfect
in the will of God througn Christ Jesus comearning us.

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God
and ordinances of His church, not to forsake the assembling of our-
selves tog:ther; that we will chesrfully contribute of the means with
which we are blessed for the.mini:try among us and other necessary
expensss of the church.

4. We will not meglzct the devotional exercises of secret prayer
and. the duties of family -worship, and the training up of our ehildren
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and those under our care with a view to the service of Christ and
the enjovment of Heaven.

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attend
the stated meetings of the church and to labor for its prosperity in the
most holy faith, believing t if we do this we let our light shine; if
we fail to attend to the sac dutizs we prove to be a stumbling block
to the world and a reproachyto the church.

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents
and influences, for the improvement of which they will be accountable
to the Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members im
the church, it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to.
admonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee,
take one or two more, that in th: mouth of two or three witnesses
admonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee
then let them be unto thee as an heathen man or publican.

7. We believe the worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits with
and co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be condemned
by the church.

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or have read this
Covermant and to explain every part and clause,thereof to the church
on the openings of all church mectings.

3 <  Decorum

1. At the meeting of each session of the Association the officers of
the preceding session shall preside until their successors shall be
known.

2. At each sessiom and previous to proceeding to business the
name of the ministers and delegates shall be called.

3. At the closz of each session the entire proceedings shall be read
for correction and approval.

4, Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the modera-
tor. He shall confine himself to the guestion umder consideration an:i
avoid personalities.

5. No person shall spzak moré than twice on any subject without
permission from the body.

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion.

7. When a question is under discussion no motion or proposition
shall be received éxcept to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or
postpone indefinitely, which several motions shall be preferred in the
order in which they are stated.

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association
or whoever he may appoint.

9, After motion has been decided any member having voted in
the affirmative may move a reconsideration.

10. No member shall absemt himself during the seszion without
permission from the presiding officer, and none shall take final leave
of absence without permission from the body. )
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11. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be
admitted to its consideration.

12." This De2corum may be amended at any sessmn of the Asso-
ciation by a majority vots.

13. No church shall liberate any mimnizter coming from any other
denomination until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council
and received credentials bearing their approval.

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unkmown Tongue in their
church shall be regarded as encouraging heresy, and shall be dsalt
with for such. Also any church, or pastor allowing preaching of such
that is, sinless perfection, as a second work of grace, to occupy their
pulpit, shall be d:zalt with for encouraging heresy.

Constitution

1. This Association shall hzreafter be kmown as e Little River
Free Will Baptist Association.

2. It shall be composei of: (1). The ministers, both ordained
and licensed, belonging ther:to; (2). Legal delegates from the churches
composing the same. )

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to
send up an annual report to the Associatiorr in which they shall make
a brief statement of the pastor, rzport the character and usefulneis of
the minister whose membership is with them, give namz and post
office of the Chuirch Clerk, give the number baptizzd, received by
letter, dismissed by leiter, restored, excluded, and died, the number of
members and ths amount paid for Associational purposes.

4. Each church in the Association shall be considered an advisory
body and shall control its own internal affairs having the unrestricted
right to administer its own govermment without suspension or intec-
ference, b2ing under Christ zssentially independent and absolute.

5. This body shall be considered an advisory council whos i duty
it is to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon®at the
pievious session and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled
and while therz it shall be its duty to examine all questions of general
interest to the Association and to use their best influence to‘promote a
moral and benevolent means and insttutions such as education, Sab-
bath Schools, missionary work, ete,

6. The officers of this Associalion thall be Moderator, Clerk and
Trezasurer, to bz chosemr by ballot.

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt our Articles of Faith and conform to its usages.

8. Churches sending delegates to this Association shall be allowed.
one delegate for each ten members or fractiomr thereof.

9. This Constitution may be allered or amended at any sessinn‘

of the Associafior by a majority of vdtes.

M




Articles of Faith

1. We believe that there is but onz living, true, erernal God; the
Father, of whom are all things, from ev:rlasting to everlasting, glorious
and immutable in all His attributes—1 Cor. 8:6; Isa. 40:28.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ from whom
are all things, the only begotten Son of God, Son of the Virgim Mary,
whom God freely sent into the world because of the great love where-
with He loved the world, and Christ as freely gave himself a ransom
for all, tasting death for evir¥ man, who was buried and rose again
the third day and ascended into. Heaven, from whence we look for
Him the second time in the clouds of Heaven, at the last day to judge
both thz quick and the dead—1. Tim. 21:5-6; Heb, 2:8; John 2:2;
Rev. 1-7: Acts 24-15; John 2:16. =

3. We believe that there is one Holy Gho:t, the precious gift of
the Father, through His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and
draweth sinners homs to God.—St. Johm 19:7-9; Acts 4:4; 5-6; Eph.
4:4; 5:6,

4, We believe that in the beginning God made man upright; and
placed him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from
which he veluntarily by trangressiom fell, and by that means brough!
on himself a misecable and mortal statz sub]ect to death.—Gen. 2:17,
3:19,

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentence, and the knowledge of the truth that
they m.lzht be saved, for which end Christ hath commanded the gos-
pel to be preached among all mations and to every creature.—Mark
16:15; Luke 24-47; John 3:12-17; Tim. 2:4.

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ _

who died for him, but as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lord
that bought them, because they belizved not in the only begotten Son
of God. Unbelief, therefore, being the cause why the just ard righteous
God of Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows against
all contradiction that all men at ome time= or another, are found in
such capacity as that through the Grace of God, they may be eternally
saved.—Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; 1 John 5:10.

7. We believe that whole Scritpures are infallibly true and that
they are the only rules of faith and practice—II Tim. 3:6-17.

8. We believe in the doctrine of general provision made of God
in Christ for the benefit of all mankind who repent and believe the
Gospel—Luke 14:16-20; Mat. 28:19-20; Luke 13:2-5; Luke 24:47; Acts
3:19; Mark 1:15.

9. We believe that simmers are drawn to God, the Father, by the
Holy Ghost through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers
His diviine aid to all the human family, so as they all might be happy
would they give place to His divine teaching; whereas such who do
not receive the divine impression of Holy Spirit shall at a future day
own their condemnation just and charge themselves with their own

dammation for wilfully rejecting the offers of sovereign grace—Matt
11:27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalms 1:1; 2-11-12; Jer. 22:29.

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as ungodly men,
were of old ordained to condemnation; considered such who turn the
grace of God to lasciviousne:s; denying the Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ who bought them, and therefore shall bring upon them-
selves swift destruction, but we observe that they, and such the apostle
said, because they receive not the love of the truth that they might be
saved, therefore, the indignation and wrath of God is upon every soul
that doeth evil, living and dying therein, for there is no respect of
genums with God.—Jude 1:4; 2nd. Peter 2:1; Thess, 2:11-12; Romans,

:9-11.

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not ae-
tually trangressed against the law of God in their own persomr are
only subject to the first death; which was brought on by the fall of
Adam, and mot that any of them dying in that state shall suffer punish-
ment in hell the guilt of Adam's sin, of such is the kirrgdom of God.—
1st. Cor. 15:32; Matt. 19:2-5; Mark 9:26-27: Matt. 19-14.

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faith, and
that in the use of the means of grace and not out of the use of these
means eternal life is promised men.—Rev. 22:14-15; Isaiah 1:18-20;
Matt., 7-8; Jer. 13-24-35.

13, We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scrip-
ture for justification before God through his work, power or ability,
which he has in and for himself only as he by grace is made able to
come to God through Jesus Christ, believing the righteousness of Jesus
Christ to be imputed to all believérs for their eternal acceptance with
God.—Rom. 4:24; Acts 8:20-21.

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God,
50 that God knoweth whatsoever can or can not.come to pass upon all
supposed conditions; yzet not as having decreed any person everlasting
death or everlasting life, out of respect of mere choice, farther than He
hath appointed the godly unto life, and the ungodly who die in sirr unto
death.—Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-23; Matt, 25:31-46.

15. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's bap-
tism, laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine,
washing the saint's feet, annointing the sick with oil in the nagme of
the Lord, fasting amd prayer, singing praise to God, and the public
ministry of the Word with every institution of the Lord we shall find
in the New Testament.—Luke 22:19-20; John 13-4-7; James §:14.

16. We believe the Gospel mode of Baptism is by immersion and
that believers are the only objects for baptism.—Matt, 3-15; Mark 1:15-
26; Acts 3:38-39; Rom. 6-5; Col. 2-12,

17 We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a
firal judgment at the last day.—John 5:28-29; 11:5-6.

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the

torments of the wicked are endless.—Matt, 2:0. 2




Forms

FORM FOR LICENSE
This is to certify that th= bearer, Brother
....... of the County of ......coooviiiiciiinn

State of ......... is a regular member of the Free Will

Baptist church, in the said county of.. , State

of... is hereby licensed to preach the gospel for
one year. Dcne by order oLthe church in Conference,

This .......coeeeneeeee. d8Y Of . i E s s e e T R
Signed ... : . Moderator.

Ordaiming Council.

Petitionary Letter From A Church To An

Association
Free Will Baptist Church of Christ
This the ... day of ..ocinnnn — . A. D, 194....
To the .. Free Wiil Bapnst Association
sendeth greetings: We const:tute a Frees Will Baptist Church by Elder
with members

We have adopted the Artlcles of ‘Faith, Covenant and Decorum of the

Thls is to cemty that
is a member of the above named church in good standing and is here-
by at his or her Tequest dismissed from us. Done by order of the
church in conference. - This letter ‘will be void after six months,

£ Moderator.
Church Clerk.

Free Wﬂi Baptist Church. We are at peace. We have called as pastor, -

Elder Wa.
send as our Delegates, Brethren

We do humbly petition . Free Wilj_,
Baptist Association for membership in the same. We send for minutes
§.rrorcessin. Hoping our humble petition will be granted we are.

s Your brethren in Christ,
Moderator
Church Clerk.
‘ Church Letter
: Free Will Baptist Church of Christ

This . . day of ; A. D, 184,

How To Organize A Church

When any number of converts, not less tham twe desire to con-
stitute a church, the following order should be observed: (A) The of-
ficiating minister shall inquire into the Christian character and ability
of the members to sustain the church. This being satisfactory, (B).
The minister shall then read the Articles of Faith, and finding they
have obeyed and adopted the same, (C) He shall then read the Church
Covenant, while the congregation joins in singing a suitable hymn. (D).
He shall have the members to extend to each other the right harmrd
of fellowship. (E). He shall then offer a prayer of consecration. (F) He
shall then declare the body organized.

Order of Business

The order of business shall bs as follows: (1) The election of a
Clerk. (2) The election of Deacons. (3) The election of a Treasurer, (4)
The election of a Pastor. (5 The selzction of a name. (6) The selecc-
tion of a day of worship. (7) Adjourrmment,
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Cool Springs ....J, C. Wenthars iL. M. Chafin, Norman Park, Ga........| el 1 e 2 5‘....1‘..310.10 $257.30($1,200. .00
Sunny Side ... T. M. Giddens !E C. Fanch:r, Pearson, Ga... R | v 3 $..7.00/$..93.90/$1,000.00| $..1.
Pine Level, Ga. M. H. Touchton N. T, Brooks, Ty Ty, Ga... I ] vl e ...3|....2|..$..5.00($108.50/$ ..
Corinth ........... 'J. D. Little ........ 'Mrs. Zona Sm.ith Tifton, Ga. R 4.. 4....1]..101.... 11 $.4.60$.,32.85
Forest Hill,.......J. C. Weathers . R. S. Hayes, Adel, Ga, R. 2... oo = e Rei M 1]..$..4.501$..46.80%.
Friendship .......Neal H. Parrish M.s. Linnie M. Giddens. Fmrfax Ga . ] o 4 $..3.00/$..60.00
Zion Hill .......T. M. Giddens .. Mrs. J. C. Arnold, Millwood, G 3l 1 ..5.00($..50:75
Mt. thng ... W. J. Williams .'Miss Viola Touchton. Live Oak Fla.|...1 2 .4.25 5..41_.09
Ozias ..........'J. D, Little . _..'Wm. Wilson, Pearson, Ga. ....c... wul... i | Bl .$.7.50/$138. 81.000.00 39.58 $79.25 -9'! Yes 2
Oak Hill ... /M. H. Touchton Earl M, Bonds, Live Oak Fla. 2 5 $..5.00 $..300.00( % ........ [ Pl [ | | | dbisien
Shady Grove ...'S. E. Bowen .....'A. D. Goff, Lenox, Ga. RO o Py U 5 1/.$..5.50/$..60.00/$.. 300.00| § ........|$ 37
O.ange Grave .| ... ,'RU Parﬂsh Hahira, Ga. i3 e | o $..4.00 $ 5
Oak Grove ............... ./Not rcpresented i | | [ pipRai I$ ... $ ;
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