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CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Prayer (unless divine service has just been concluded 
and generally then.) 

2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 

3. Open the door for the reception of members, and read 
C\'er minutes of last Conference. 

4. Call for absentees. 

5. For acknowledgements. 

6. For reference· of deferred business. 

7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church. 

8. For miscellaneous business. · 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

l. The body at each session shall be opened and closed 
with prayer. 

2. Call for'...Church letters and have them read. and names 
"' of ministers and delegates enrolled. 

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treas
urer by ballot. 

4. Call for Petitionary Letters. 

5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. 

6. Call for Corresponding Messengers. 

7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational 
Literature; (c) Temperance; (d) Churches and Destitution; (e) 
Education; (f) Ministers; (.g) Sunday School and Literature; (h) 
Resolution; (i) Finance; (j) Cards of Thanks. 1 

8. Unfinished business. 

9. Report of Committees. 
"-

10. Miscellaneous business. 

11. Adjournment. 



PROCEEDINGS 

THURSDAY, OCT. 17, 1946, 11 A. M. 

The Fortieth (40) Session of the Little River Association 
of the United Free Will Baptist convened with Forrest Hill 
Church, Cook .County, Georgia. 

Pray~r by Brethren C. M. Chafin, M. M. Franks and Rev. 
. J. D. Little. 

The Introductory ~ermon was preached by Rev. J . B. 
Lumpkin. Text: Mark l~th ch:1 pter and 15th verse. 

Dismissed by Rev. N<.. II . P jU'rish and plenty good din.ner 
served by the church ana friends. · 

Called to order at 1:15 P. M. by the Moderator . 
.Rev. T. M. Giddens, Scripture Lesson. 

Presented by the Moderator, Psalms 16th chapter. 
Prayer · by Rev. M. T. Gofl. 
Called for letters from the churches. 
Read by K. C. Franks and Wm. Wilson. 
Letters received and delegates seated. 
Elected by ballot, Rev. T. M. Giddens, Moderator. 
Rev. J. D. Little, Assistant Moderator. 
B. Baker, Clerk and 'Treasurer. 
Wm. Wilson, Assistant Clerk. 
Called for Petitionary letters. 

Called for corresponding delegate from sister association .. 
Chattahoochee Associat ion, Bro. G. C. King. and Rev. J . B. 

LumQkin. 
-viSITORS: , · 
State Association_:..,Rev. H. L. Catrett. 
Georgia Union- Rev. N. H. Parrish. 
Union-Rev. J . C. Harvey, Rev. Gussie Sellers. --
Soutlr Georgia-Rev. J . B. Harris. 
Appointed Committees as follows : 
PREACHING-B. F. Guest, Kelly Franks and Thomas Ben· 

nett. 
DENOMIN~TIONAL LITERATURE-List of Committee noi 

returned. 
TEMPERANCE-Jeff Giddens, Sister Lois Wilson, Myrtis 

Harrod, Alice Baker. 
CHURCiiES A!\'D DESTITUTJONS-J. T. Hartsfield, Ray· 

mond Cornelius, Lennis Franks, Odd Nelson, R. G.' Brannon. 
EDUCATION-Wm. Wil~on, J . C. Hartsfield, C. M. Hayes, 

H. E. Willis. 
MINI~TERS-Marvin Hartsfield, Johnnie Wilson, Leonard 

Ogletree, N. C. Brannon, John R. Franks. 

'I I 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS-Sister Pearly Guest, Tressle Moore, 
Ella Little, Bertha Baker, Nell Rountree, Maxie Brannon. 

RRESOLUTIONS-R. S. Hayes, Johnnie Taff, Ed Wilson, 
.t. S. Jordan, Ed Stones. 

FINANCE-L. D. Wynn, D. V. Tanner, Eddie Williams. 
CARD OF THANKS-H. C. Corbett, J . L. FraJiks, Elton 

Harrod . 
H. C. CORBETT. 
J . L. FRANKS. 
ELTON HARROD. 

_J 
On motion adjournt>d until Frid;y morning 9 A. M. 
Prayer by Rev. J . D. Little. 

T. M: GIDDENS, Moderator. 
B. BAKER, Clerk. 

FRIDAY, OCT. 18, 1946, 9:30 A.M. 
Called to order by the Moderator. 
Prayer by Bro. M. N. Franks. · 
Invited visiting Brethren and Sisters to seats with us. 
Called for delegates !rom sister associations and reeetved 

as visitors. 
From the Union, Rev. J . C. Weathers. 
From Jasper Association in Alabama-Bro. H. F. Parr. 
Called for reports as follows, received and released com· 

roittees. 

PREACBING 
Thursday Night-Rev. H. L. Catrett, Rev. N. H. Parrish. 
Friday, 11 A. M.-Rev. Joe Harris, Bro. Everett W.t.lliams. 

KELLY C. FRANKS, Chairman. 

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATUKE 
We recommend Free Will Baptist Literature be used in all 

Sunday Schools. 
We recommend Rev. 1\t. T. Goff preach tlre next Introductory 

Sermon. 
We also recommend that the next session convene with ' 

Sunny Side Church in Atkinson County, Thursday and Friday 
before the 3rd Sunday in October 1947. 

. J . C. ARNOLD, Chairman. I 
P. S.-3 miles north of Kirkland, Ga. 

TEMPERANCE \ 

We, your Committee recommend that all Brethren and Sil· 
ters attend churCh more regularly and live lives in all places 



11nd times, doing things to please God. This would be a light 
Ior the ' younger generat!on to take' example from. 

We recommend that 1~0 church member partake of strong 
drinks and be temperat-e., in all things. 

JEFF GIDDENS, Chairman. 

CHURCBE§ ~b: DESTITUTION 
We, your Commi.Ztce sub!Dit the following report: 

,3fe find all churches supplied with pastors as far as we 
know. I£ thel'e is one that does not ·have a pastor, we recom· 
mend t~!lt · this association arrange for ·the church to have 
a pastor if possible. 

J. T. HARTSFIELD, Chairman. 

·EDUCATION 
We, your Committee do recommend that the Free Will 

Baptist advocate better education facilities among our Min· 
itttering Brethren in order that they may be more able to meet 
the demands that :~re r~.quired of them in the future. 

Wm. WILSON. Chairman. 

MINISTERS 
We, as your Mi!}islers Committee find all Ministers in good 

standfng except one "Rev. B~·ron C. D~sviS. We recommend thiU 
this body appoint a committee to investigate his standing and · 
report to his home church, ;r lhey find reports true. I! so let -
the church deal with him. 

MARION HARTSFIELD, Chiarman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
We, your Committee recommend that the Free Will BaptiSt 

Litenture be used in all of our Sunday Schools and we recom
mend that parents go and take their children instead of send· 
lng them, and when they grow older they will want to go, 
and not only want to go, but they will go, and we find that the 
churches that have Sunday Schools are more Spiritual than those 
that don't. · 

SISTE.R PEARLY GUEST, Chairman .. 

_ RESOLUTIONS 
We recommend that all churches be diligent in sending 

- funds for the expenses of our body. 
We resolve that each church appoint its delegates as the 

minutes recommend and also each church see that its dele
gates are present. 

R. S. HAYES, Chairman. 

./ 

. ' 

FINANCE 
Received from the churches . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $'12.85 
Balance in Treasury .. . .. , .. . . :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.79 

Balance $88.64 

L. D. WYNN, Chairman. 

CARD OF TIIANKS 
To the church o! Forrest Hill and community, we, the 

Body of the Little River Association,· thank each and every 
one for their kindness and hospitaljty toward us while in your 
midst. 

H. C. CORBITT. 

On motion adjournment for preaching. 
Dismissed by Bro. Little. 
Preaching by Bro. J . B. Banis a,nd Bro. Eddie Williams. 
Dismissed by Rev. J . B. Lumpkin. 
A good and plentiful spread of dinner was spread by the 

churches and .)community. 
Called to order at 1:15 P. M. by the Moderator. 

.Prayer by Bro. G. C. King. 
Heard and recognized statement from Orange Grove Churc4 

by Sister N. H. Parrish. 
On motion had letter read !rom Bro. T. G. Hamllton by 

· Bro. W. M. Wilson. 
Took up Free Will offerin$ for the Bible School at Nash· 

ville, Tenn, $24.17. 
Appointed committee to v~sit Rev. Byron Da~. Brethren 

M. M. F·ranks, Jeff Giddens and Eddie Williams. 
Authorized 300 minutes printed, pay Clerk $20.00, Modera· 

tor $5.00. 
Returned Correspondence as follows: 
Chattahoochee Association-B. Baker. 

I 

To commune with St. James Church, Pheonix City, Ala. 
Thursday before 1st Sunday in Ocl, 1947. 

Georgia Union-Rev. J. D. Little. "-
South Georgia-Rev. M. T. Goff, Harmony Church, Dukes, 

Fla. 
Union-B. Baker, Bethlehem Church, Berlin, Ga. 
Moved by Rev. J. D. Little that the Little River Associa· 

tion join State Association. ~ 
Voted 18 to join. 
Voted 22 not to join . 

.-
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I 
Took up F~ee Will offering for Rev. J. B. Harris, dear old 

faithful disabled Brother, $24.40. 
Autlrorized clerk to cort-ect mistakes anii pay the bill of 

Association. 
On motion adjourne~ to meet with Sunny Side Church, if it 

be the will of the Lord. · 
. Rev. T. M. GIDDENS, Moderator. 

B. BAKE~. Clerk. 

.._ LIST OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES 

ZION HILL-J. c. Arnold, Annie Davis. 
FRIENDSHIP- Jeff Giddens, Mrs. 0. E. Giddens, Milda 

Giddens. 
PINE LEVEL-Marvin Hartsfield, J. T. Hartsfield, Tom 

Carlton, J . C. Hartsfield. 
0ZIAS-H . . C. Corbett, Wm. Wilson, B. F. Guest, Penrly 

Guest, John .Wilson, Raymond Cornelius. 
FOREST HIL!r'-C. M. Hayes; J . T. Bennett, R. S. Hayes. 
SUNNY SIDE-Eddie Williams, Johnnie .Taff, E. C. Fancher 

Mrs. E. C. Fancher, D. ~ Tanner, Ella Little, Tessie Moore. 
OORINTH- L. D. Wynn, Lennie "Franks, Leonard Oglett"ee, 

John R. Frallks, J . L. Fra~ks, .Jelley Frl!nks, M. M. -Franks. 
SHADY GROVE-Edwin ,Purvis. 
COOL SPRING~Ed Wilson, Lois. Wilson, Elton Harrod. 

Myrtis. Han:od, H. E. Willis, N .. C. Brannon, Maxie Brannon, 
Alice Baker, Berta Baker, Ode! Nelson, J. S. Jordan, Ed Stones, 
R. G . . Brannon, Ne!Jie Rountree. 

OAK GROVE-Cenie Booth, Ruth Griner, Bula Buckhalter. 

J. D. LITI'LE UN10N MEETING 
Forest'' Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1946 
Pine Level ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First 5th Sunday in 1947 
Shady Grove Second 5th Sunday in 1947 
Cool Springs, Joint Union . . . . . . . Third 5th Sunday in 1947 
Corinth . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourth ' 5th Sunday in 1Q47 

...> RUTH 1\ENN!)N UN10N JtiEETING 
Oak Grove . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1946 
Zion Hill . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First 5tlr Sunday in 1947 · 
Sunny •. Side . . . • . . . Second 5th Sunday in 1947 
Cool Springs, Joint Union . _ . . . . . Third 5th Sunday in 1947 
Friendship . - . . . . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1947 
Ozias .... .. - . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First 5th Sunday in 1948 

' 

' _I' 

! 
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DECEASED MINISTERS 

Rev. Tharp Bailey~ ....... .... . . .... . . ........... . .... . 
Rev. J. J. Davis ... . ....... ........... ... ...... . ..... . . 
Rev. C. Leon Starling ...... .. .......... .. ..... ........ . 
Rev. B. J. Gri£fin .......... .. ...... ... . ...... ......... . 
Rev. H. J . Cowart .. .... . . .. .............. ............ . 
Rev. Morgan Cannon .... .. ... . ........... . .... . .... - .. 
Rev. A. Eunice ....... . . ....... ...... ........ .... .. .. . 
Rev: B. 0. Brown 
Rev. M. F. Cason 
Rev. H. J . Griffis 
Rev. W. R. Cato 
Rev. J . C. Arnold 

'· ... . .. ...... .. ....... .............. . 

. .... .......... .... ··· · ················ 

MINISTERS ANl> THEIR POST OFFICES 

1911 
1913 
1919 
1926 

1926 
1928 
1935 
1939 
1939 
1941 
1942 

Rev. John R. Weeks ....... . . . . . .. . ...... ... Norman Park., G&. 
Rev. M. T: Goff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lenox, Ga. 
Rev. T. W. Giddens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pearson, Ga. 
Rev. Seaborn Bowen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Willacoochee, Ga. 
Rev. J. D. Little . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kirkland, Ga. 
Rev. T. G. Hamilton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nashville, Tenn. 
Rev. Riley Giddens . .... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nashville, Tenn. 
Rev. Byron C. Davis . . . . . . 709 Washington Ave., Waycross Ga. 

LICENTITA TES 

Chas. Balance . . . . . .. ....... . ......... .... . . .. . 
Everett Williams ......... .. .. ..... . . . . . .. . - . . . 

Pearson, Ga. 
Pearson, Ga. 

Cash 
Clerk 

TREASURERS REPORT 
in Treasury ........... .. - - - ..... ......... ... · · · 

·· ··· ····· ··· ·· .... . .. . .. ... . ...... .. .... ... . . . 
Moderator ... •... ...... . ... . ..... ~ . . .. .. .... .... ..... . 
Postage .. .... .. . .... .... -.... .. .• · ...... · · · · - · · · · · · · · 
Minutes .. ... . .. .. .... .. ...... .. .. ... . .... . · · .. . · · · · · . 

,) 

Balance .......... .. . ... ..... ..... ..... .... ~ .... 

$88.64 
20.00 

5.00 
1.68 

50.00 

Sunny Side Church has been visited by the following Brethrep 
during the Association year, and the following donations given 
as follows: Bro. Joe Harris, $182.65; Bro. Anthony; $11.<JO; 
Bro. J. B. Lumpkin, $20.00; Bro. Burkett, $85.00; and Bro. Light
sey in the interest of the Bible School, $50.15. 

I 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
C. M. Chafin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Norman Park, Ga. 
J. ·L. Hartsfield · . . . • .. . .. . • .. ....... , . . ..... , . . . . Ty Ty, Ga. 
I!: R. Douglas . . . . . . . .... . :. . . . . . . . . . . Kirkland, Ga. 
L. S. Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Waresborro, Ga.. 
Martin Corbett .. .. ... ) .. .. .... . ,. .. .. .. . .. . Pearson, Ga. 

ORD~ING1 COUNCIL 
Rev. J. D. Little, Rev. M. ';x. Goff, Rev. T. M. Giddens , . 

OBIIJ'UARJES .. 
Forest Hill · Church 

We regret very much the dea.tlr or Sister Laura Boone, 
who died Aug. 28, and who had been a member of Forest Hill 
Church since 1915. We truly hope our loss Is Heaven's gain. 

R. S. HAYES, Clerk. 
Sunny Side Church 

We regret the death of Bro. J. T. McClain, who had been 
a member of Sunny Side Church only a short time. We feel 
our loss is Heaven's gain. 

E. C. FRANKS, Clerk. 

Sunny Side Church . 
W{! rgret to report the d~th of Sister Betty Burch, who 

was a member of Sllnny Side Church 50 or more years. We 
find that our loss is Heaven's gain. 

E. C. FRANKS, Clerk. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 
1. We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, is 

a congregation of Christians constituted and governed according 
to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

2. That the~e rules require churches to preserve the form 
of government and ordinances o! tire first Christian churches 
and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That .the visible church is the aggregate or whole num
ber of gospel churches, nnd that · the invisible church iJ; composed 
Of the redeemed now in heaven and of' such Christians on eaittr 
as are not attached to the visible church according to gospel 
r ules. 

4. Tha~ the' establishment of a central catholic government 
over the visible church, or any part thereof, is a .device of earth

- !y ambition, repugnant to the Word of God, subservient to the 
churches and dangerous to the liberty of man. 

5. That gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies 

II 

-
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or tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; and that each church 
has the unrestricted right to administer its own government 
without supervision or interference, being under Christ essen· 
tially independent a.nd -absolute, and that if this right. be sur
rendered to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or other
wise, the assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. The churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
delegates, form a.n association and declare the terms upon 
which they will keep up the correspondence; but that the right 
and authority of churches being inalienable, or in no way com
promised o!' hindered by entering into an association, and there
fore an association bas no authority over churches or individ
uals, their only power being to transact business which does 
not pertain to churclres in their ecclesiastical capacity; to pro
mote natural intercourses, and a concentration of voluntary ef
fort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal 
authority be given by an individual. 

7. That the authority of the churches is designated for the 
perpetuation of the true religion of tire Gospel, and Cor the 
preservation of true. and orderly bodies of Christians on earth; 
that is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, but that does 
not ell.'tend to persons, property or the conscience of men in 
any manner ~atsoever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith 
in Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faitlr in Christ n~s
sarily exists in connection with the belief in the fundamentat 
truths of Christianity, and that to prescribe any other requisite 
of such membership is an assumption of authority on the part 

· of the church and a departure from tb·e Gospel plan. 
9. That the of'ficers of a 'church are elders 'and deacons; 

that the elders are called bishops or pastors, and all of the 
elders are equal in rank though they may perform different . 
!unction&- since some may be bishops or pastors of particular 
churches, while others may be simple elders, having no pastoral 
charge. . 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel ~ds 
to teaching, exhortation a.nd rebuke, but no further; thai be can
not perform any acts that belong to the authority of the church 
-such as the reception of members into the church Cllmpact, 
or the expulsion pf offenders : that as a member of the church, 
be is not more than any other member, and if he is guilty or 
transgression he is to -be brought to trial before his brethren 
and convicted or acquitted in the same manner as if he w~re 
a private person; y!\t we thfnk it prudent to call in ad,·isory 
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' help especially if the minister i~ to be tried upon a charge 
of heresy. \ , 

77. That Christian Baptism is the Immersion of the believer 
in ~ter in the name of the Father al!d of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and washing of the Sainfs 
feet are ordinances to be observed in the churc.h until the Lord 
comes. 

13. That Elders and Deacons must be set apart to their 
office or ordination, by the impOsition of the bands of the pres
bytery and prayer, without which they are not authorized to 
administer the ordinances 'pertaining to their respective offices. 

14. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of 
one or more churches. 

Cm'tCB DECORUM 
1. The church may choose a pastor annwluy at the last 

reguh?r conference in.. Association year; or if they prefer it, may 
choose a pastor for all indefinite length of time to continue 
{rom year to year, as long as he may deem it proper to keep 
up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time; but i1 the choice be made at a special confer
ence the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
church. 

3. The postor shall be Moderator of the church, but when 
he is obsent or does not sit as moderator being present, some 
suitable brother shall be appOinted to sit in his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose 
duty it shall be to superintend' the collection and disbursement 
of all contributions made by the church for the · pastor, etc., 
end to distribute the bread o.nd wine in the administration of 
the Lord's Supper. 

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as re
fuse or neglect to -partake of the Lord's Sup~r and endeavor 

- to ascertain the cause that the same may be laid before the 
church In conference if necssary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it 
shall be his duty to do all the recording and writing pertain· 
ing to the busine.ss of the church, and to preserve a file of 
the minutes of the Association. 

7. When a Clerk is appalnted, all the bo~. minutes, etc. , 
belonging to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him 
by his predecessor. Also, it shall be the duty of the church 
clerk to revise the church roll at least once a year. It shall be 

./ 

-

~ . · 
I 

the duty of the pastors to instruct the deaa~ns and clerks a1 
their churches in regard to money for minutes. 

8. The church sbdll bold a two day's monthly meeting 
embracing Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of 
which shall be the regular time of the conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female. 
to attend each conference meeting, if they can, for on that 
day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in a certain 
manner by giving plain and painted lessons on doctrine, discip
line arid the rules of holy living. 

10. Any male member who shall fail to attend three suc
cessive conferences, and any member whatever of the church 
according to the Covenant (Article 5) shall be cited to appear 
in conference and answer for Iris neglect; but the church may 
exempt members from this rule if necessary. 

11. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: 
(1) Prayer llhless divine service has just been concluded, and 
generally then. (2) Invite visiting brethren to seats. (3) Open 
the door for reception of members. (4) Call for absentees. 
(5) For acknowledgements. (6) For re.ference of deferred ·buai· 
ness. (7) For matters of dealing which are in order to come 
before the church. (8) For miscellaneous business. · 

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister 
churches, shall speak and make motions or seconds, but not 
allowed to vote. 

13. Any orderly members of the Baptist church who does 
not hold this church in fellowship may · be received into the 
church without a letter when it is made apparent that his Chris
tiAn character is unimpeachable and that ire has applied for a 
letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join tbls or 
some sister church. All other persons must join by letter or 
baptism. 

14. No member shall be received without the U(lanimcu.; 
consent of the members present, but unreasonable object1on.> 
'!hall not be valid, unless withdrawn, the members who make 
them shall be liable to be ta'ken under dealing wlth the cburcb. 

15. When the Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk 
rhall inform the church what male members have been absent 
!rom three successive conferences and the Moderator shaU up
paint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the 
next conference. . . 

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has bee!J 
cited verbally or in writing to attend the trio!, provided his 
residence be known to the church. 

17. When a witness, not a member of the church, is inl:l·o· 

c 
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duced, he shall not be examined until the question has been 
put to Ute church, Wtll you hear the testimony of the witness? 

18. The evidence in every case ·or dealing and acknowlede
menl shall be recorded j)) the church book. 

19. Members dismissed from the church by letter who 
become disorderly or co~nue to h-old theii- letter without good 
reason shall be cited to conference to answer for their miscoU· 
duel. \ , 

20. ExpPlll'd member.:; shall be restored to fellowsinp on 
thei• petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced th~ 

church th<~t thPy ht:\ 'C sincuely repcn(ed for their former ~vii 
21. A vole shall not be taken upon questions without a 

move and a !'Pennel and oc all important questions the vote slrall 
be taken by rising to the feet. 

22. No motion shall be made while a move and second 
i6 be!orl! thP. conference. 

23. It shall be considerPd disorderly for any member to 
absent himself from conferP.nce when an important question i:. 
to be decided: · but 11 member, upon receipt, may be P.xempted 
hy the church from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

2-1. No memhe1· ~hall leave the house ' dw·mg cGnfcreucc 
w1thout a sufficient c;:use, nor engage in conversapon or whisper 
ing without bemg subject lt> be' called to order by lhe Moderator. 

~- All discuiSIVlS i ll (:Onft'rence must be conducted with r· 
calmness and good Cce1ing; those who speak must rise to their 
!eel and address lhe ModPrator, and keep to Ole point in the 

~~~ -
26. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 

question without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the 
1emarks of any one be unreasonably long. 

27. When the Moderator speaks Ire must designate som·~ 

brother lo act m his stead. 
28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless il 

can be to call the ~peakcr to order. 
29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the ad· 

ministration of the Lord's Supper and washing of tile Saint'!> 
tF.et at least once a year. 

30. Mt>mbers not in good standing sh-ould not commun<', 
hut the administration s!tould not be deferred on account of any 
ordinary matter of dealing. 

31. PUblic !asfing, humilation and prayer ;;hall be observ· 
_ ed on proper occasions. 

32. No Licentiate Rh~U be ordained until called in care 
of one or mort< churches. 

33. This Decorum 111ay be altered or amended by a two· 

.. 

~.birds vote of the mP.IUbt>rRbip present at any two consecutive 
monthly conferences. 

CHURCH COVENANT 
1. Haring been brou~hl, as we humbly trust, by Divine 

Grace into the knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and to devote our lime and talents to tlrc interest of 
pure and undefiled religion, we do solemnly covenant.. with each 
other to walk together 'in love and brotherly kindness and to 
glorify God through hie as the only hope in death. 

2. We agree to exercise Christian love and affection for 
each other as members or the household of taith. that the 
knowledge of truth may be glori!jed in us and by us, to the 
end that we may be perfect in the will of God through Christ 
Jesus concerning us. 

3. · We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty 
God and ordinances of His churclr. not to forsake the assemb
ling of ourselves together: that we will cheerfully contribute of 
the means with which we are blessed for the ministry among 
us and other necessary expenses of 'the church. 

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret 
prayer and the duties of family worship, and the training up of 
our children "'and those under our care with a view to the 
service of Christ and lhe enjoyment of Heaven. 

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocatio~ to 
attend the stated meetings of the cl1urch and to labor for iCs 
prosperity in the most holy faith, believing that if we do this 
we let our light shine; if we faiJ to attend to the sacred duties 
\\'e prove to be a stumbling block to the world and a reproach 
to the church. 

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with cer· 
lain talents and influences, for th~ improvement of which they 
will be accountable to the Great Head of the church; that if 
there are unruly members ln the church, it is our duty to 
approach such in the spl.rit of love and to admonish them to 
forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee, take onl or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses admonish 
them to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee, 
then let them be unto thee as an heathen man and a p,_ubllcan. 

7. We believe the worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits 
with and co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be 
condemned by the church. 

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or have read 
this Covenant and to explain every parl and clause thereof to 
tb·e church quarterly. 



' 

.. 

DECORUM 

1. At t11e meeting of each session of the Association the 
officers of the preceding session shall preside until the successors 
shall be known. 

2. At each session and previous to proceeding to business 
the names of the ministers and delegates shall be called. 

3. At the close of each session the entire proceedings shall 
be read for con:ection and approval. 

4. Any person wishing to speak slrall r ise and address the 
Moderator. He shall confine himself to the question under 
consideration and avoid personalities. 

5. No person shall speak 'more than twice on any subject 
witboul permission fr~m the. body. 1• 

d. No motion shall be withdrawn aiter i\s discussion. 
7. When a question is under discussion no motion or proPo

sition shall be received except to adjourn, to lay on the table, to _. 
amend or postpone· indefinitely, which several motions shall be 
preferred in the order in wlrich they are stated. 

8. Nominations shall be made by the Modera'tor of the 
Association or whoever he may appoint. 

9. After a motion has been decided any member having 
voted in the af!irmat;ve may move a reconsideration. 

10. No member shall absent himself during the session 
without permission from the presiding officer, and none shall 
take final leave of absence without permission from the body. 

11. This Association bas a right to decide what matter 
shall be admitted to its consideration. 

12. This D~orum may be amended at any session of the 
Association ·by a mejority vote. 

13. No church shall liberate any minister c6ming from any 
other denomination until he has been examined bl' the Ordain· 
ing Council and received credentials bearing their approval. 

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongue ·in 
their church' shall be regarded as encouraging heresy, and shall 
be dealt with for such. Also any church. or patsor allowing 
preaching of such that is, sinless perfeclion, as a second work 
of grace, to occupy their pulpit, shall be dea.lt ~ith for encour· 
aging heresy. 

CONSTITUTION 
1. This As.~ociation shall herea!ler be known as ·the Little 

River Free Will Bap{ist Association. 
· 2. Lt. shall .be composed of: (1). The ministers, both or· 

·~; 

I 
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dained and licensed, belongi.ng thereto; (2). Legal delegates from 
the churches composing the same. 

3. Requirement of churches: Each church shall be re
quired to send up an annual report to the Association in which 
they shall make a brie.f statement of the pastor, report the 
charac:ter and usefulness of the minister whose membership is 
with them, given name and post office of the Church Clerk, give 
the number baptized, received by letter, dismissed by letter, re
stored, excluded, and died, the number of members, and the 
amount paid for Associational purposes. 

4. Each churclr in the Association shall be considered an 
advisory body and shall control its own internal affairs having 
the unrestricted right to administer its own government without 
suspension or interference. being under Christ essentially inde
pendent and absolute. 

5. This body shall be considered an advisory council wholie 
duty it is to meet annually at such places as may be agreed 
upon at the previous session and not to adjourn formally until 
&ll business is settled a.nd while there it shall be its duty to 
examine all questions of general interest to the Association 
and to use their best influence to promote a moral and bene· 
voler.t mear.s and ins titutions ~uch as education, Sabbath School:; 
missionary work, etc. · 

6. The officers of th is Association shall be Moderator, Clerk 
and Treasurer, to be .chosen by ballot. 

7. Churches ·wishing to become members of this Asj~>Cia· 
tion must adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. Churches sending delegates to this Association shall be 
allowed one delegate for t-ac:h len mt,mbers or .(r~c·tion thereof 

9. This Constitution may be altered or amende(! at any 
session of thjs . Association by a majority of voles. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

First. We believe that there is but one Uving, true and 
eternal God, the Father, of wh'Om are all things !rom ever· 
lasting to everlast ing, glorious and immutable in all His attri· 
butes.-1. Cor. 8:6, Isa. 40:28. _ 

2nd. We .believe that there is one Lord J C$US Christ, by 
whom are all things, the only begotten Son of God, born of 
the Virgin Mary, whom God freely sent into this world, be
cause of the great love wherewith Be lo~ed the world; and 
Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death 
for every man; who was buried and rose again the third day, 
and asceilded into He:ven. from whence we look for Him 



the second time in the clouds of Heaven at the last day to 
judge both quick and dead.-1. Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 2:9; Sl John 
3:16; Rev. 1:7: Acts 24:15; I. John 2:2. 

3rd. We believe that there is one· Holy Ghost, the precious 
gift of the Father througli His dear Son, unto the world, who 
quickeneth and draweth ~ners home to ~d.-St. John 16:7, 
8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 3:1 ; Eph. 4:4, 6. 

4th. We .~eli~ve in lhe .~bcginnjng ~od made man. upright. 
and placed h1m m a state of g~ory Without the least mixture 
of misery, from which he yoluntarily by transgression, fell, and 
by t.h1lt means brought on himself a mil!erable and mortal state 
subject to death.-Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 

5th. We 'believe that God is not willing that any should 
perish; but that all should come to repentance and Ore know!· 
edge of truth, that they might be saved; for which end Christ 
hath commanded the gospel to be preached among all nations 
and to every crealure.-.Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; John 3:Hi, 17; 
1. Tim. 2:4. 

6th. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want 
of Christ who died for him, but as t.he Scripture has said, for 
denying the Lord that bought them; because they believed 
not in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Unhehef; 
tl\erefore, being the cause why, the just and rigHteous God of 
H~avenJ will condemn l the children of men; it follows against 
all argument that all men, af one time or other , are found in 
such capacity as that lhr<;~ugh the grace of God they may be 
eternally saved.- Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; Beb. 3:10; I . John 5:10. 

7th. We believe the whole Scriptures are infallibly true, 
and that they are the only rules of faith and practice.- IL Tim. 
3:16, 17. 

SUr. We believe in the doctrine of General Provision made 
of God in Christ! for the benefit of all mankind, who repent 
and believe the GospeL-Luke 14:16, 20; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 
13:3, 5; Luke :>A:47; Acts 3~19; M&rk 1:15. 

9th. We b.elieve that sinnets are drawn to ~d the Father 
by the Holy Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Bot; 
Ghost offers his divine aid to all the human Ianluy; so as 
they all might · be happy, would they give place to His divine 
teachings; where'}S, such who do not receive the divine impres' 
sio~ of His, Holy Spirit, shall, at a future day, own their con
demnation just, and ·charge themselves with thek own damna· 

..tion, for wilfully rejecting tlre offers of sovereign grace.-Matt. 
!1:27; St. John 6:45, 65; Ps. 1:1 : Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 
22: 29. 

, .. 

loth. We believe that men, not considered, simply as men, 
bu~ ungodly men, were of old ordained to condemnation, con
sidered such who turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, 
denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
bought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themseives swift 
destruction; but we observe that they, and such the Apostle 
saith because they receive not the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved, therefore the indignation and wrath of 
God is upon every soul of man that doeth evil, living and dy
ing therein; !or there is' no respect of persons with God.-Jude 
1:4; II. Peter 2:1; II. Thes. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9, 11. 

11th. We believe that all children dying in infancy, hav
ing not actually transgressed against ·the law of ~d. in their 
own persons, are only subject to. the first death, which was 
brought on them by the fall of the first Adam, and not that 
any of_ them dying in that state, shall suffer punishment in 
hell by the guUt of Adam's sin, for "of such is the kingdom 
of God.-1. Cor. 15:22; Matt. 18:25; Mark 9:36. 37; Matt. 19:13. 

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving 
faith, and that in the use of the means of grace, and not out 
of the use of those means, eternal Ii'fe is promised to men.-·- Rev. 
22:14, 15; lsa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8: Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34, 35. 

13th. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy 
Scriptures for justification before God through his own works, 
power or ability, which he has in and of himself, only as he 
by grace is made able to come to God through Jesus ChrisS; 
be~eving the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed io 
all believers for their eternal acceptance with GQd.-Rom. 
4:24; Acts 8:20, 21 . 

14th. We believe that all. things are foreseen in the wis· 
dom of God, so that God knoweth whatsoever can or canno< 
come to pass upon all supposed conditions; yet net as having 
decreed any person to everlasting death or everlasting life, out· 
of respect or mere choice, farther than He hath appointed tlre 
godly unto life, and the ungodly, who die in sin unto death.--
Beb. 4:13; Prov. "8:22, 31 ; Matt. 25:31, 46. 1 

15th. We believe, as touching gospel ordinances, in be
lievers' baptism, laying on of hands, receiving of the sae~·e

ment in bread and wine, washing the saints' feet, anointing the 
~;ick with oil in the name of the Lord,. fasting, prayer, singing 
praise to ~d. aild the public ministry of the Word. with every 
institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament
Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 
13:5, 17; Jas. 5:14. 



16th. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by im· 
mersion, and that the believers are the only subjects for bap
tism.-Matt. 3:16: Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 3:19, 21; Rom. 6:4: 
Col: 2:12. · 

· 17th. We believe in a general ·resurrection of the dead and 
2 final judgment at the . last day.-John 5:28,- 29; II. Cor. 5:10. 

18th. We believe the Happiness of the righteous is eternal 
and the 'torments of the \\iicked are endless.-Matt. 25:46. " ' 

.. ro.6ts 
• FORMS FOR LICENSE 

This is to certify that the bearer, Bro!her .. . .. . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . of the County of 

State of .. ........ , . . . . . !s a regular member of the Free Will 

Baptist church, m the said county of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , State 

1)1 is hereby licensed to preach the gospel for 

one year. Done· by ordar of the church in conference. 

This . . day of .... .. .. ...... .. .. •. , A. D., 194 

. _,. 
Signed ... . .. ... .. , . ... .. .... . ... . .. , . Moderator 

~ ....... ·~ · .... ·.· .... ..... .. ............ ... . . . 
Ordaining Council. 

PETITIONARY LETTER FROM A CHURCH 
TO AN ASSOCIATION 

. . . . . . . . . Free Will Baptist Church of Christ 
This the da¥ of . . . . . . A. D., 194 . 

To the . , . Free Will Baptist Associat~on 
sendeth greetings: We constitute a Free Will Baptist Church by 
Elder · with members. 
We have adopted th·e Articles of Faith, Covenant and Decorum 
of tlre Free Will Baptist church. We are at peace. We have called 
ali pastor, Elder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . We 
send as our delegates, Brethren . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 
We d.o humbly' petition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fr~e Will 
Baptist Association for membership in the same. We send for 
minutes $ . _ Hoping ou.r humble petition will be 
granted, we are your brethren in Christ. " 

Moderator 

Church Cler~. 

CHURCH LETTER 

Free Will Baptist Church of Christ 

This ... .. ... . ..... .. day of ..... . ........... A. D., 194 . . . 

T~is is to certify that .. ...... . .. . ....... . ... . ....... , .. 

is a member of the above named church in good standing and 

is hereby at Ius or her retjuest dismissed from us. Done by order . 
of the church in conference. This letter will be void after six 

months. 

Moderator. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Church Clerk. 

HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH 

When any n\llllber of converts, not less than five, desire to 
constitute a church, the following order should be observed: 
(A) The officiating minister shall inquire into the Christian 
character an9 ability of the members to sustain the church. 
This being satisfactory, (B) The minister shall then read the 
Articles of Faitlr, and finding they have obeyed and adopted the 
same, (C) He shall then read the Church Covenant, while the 
congregation joins in singing a suitable hymn. (0 ) He shall h.Ve 
the members to extend to each other the right hand of fellow· 
ship. (E) He slrall then offer a prayer of consecration. (F) He 
shall then declare the body organized. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The order of busine.ss shall be as fpllows: (1) The election 
of a Clerk. (2) The election of Deacons. (3) The election of a 
Treasurer. (4) The election of a Pastor. (5) The selection~£ a 
name. {6) The selection of a day of worship. (7) Adjournment. 



CHURCH-

:-
( 

' ' 

PASTOR-

Corinth . . . . . L.' S. Anthony 
Cool Springs J. B. Lumpkin 
Forest Hill . . . . . '1'. M. Giddens 
Friendship . . . . . J . D. Little 
Oak Gi·ove . . . . Neil H. Parrish 
Ozias .. ....... · . . J . D. Little 
Pin~ · Level . .. ·1 J. B. Lumpkin 
Shady Grove .. . . John Goff 
Sunny Side . . . . '1'. . Giddens 
Zion Hill . . .. . ·' '1'. ~- Giddens 
Ot:angc _ C_ro~_· 
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