


CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Prayer (unles~ divine service has fust been eoDcluded 
and generally Ulen.) 

2. Invite visiting brethren to seats. 
3. Open the door for reception of members, and read 

over minutes of last Conference. 
4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgements. 
6. For reference of deferred business. 
7. For matters of dealing which are in order to come 

before the church. 
8. For miscellaneous business. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed 

with prayer. 
2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names 

of ministers and delegates enrolled. . 
3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treaa- ~ 

urer by ballot. 
4. Call for Petitionary Letters. 
5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. 
6. Call for Corresponding Messengers. 
7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational 

Literature; (c) Temperance; (d. Churches and Destitution; .(e) 
Education; (f) Ministers; (g) Sunday School and Litersture; (h) 
Resolution; (i) Finance; ( j) Cards of Thanks. 

8. Unfinished b!!Siness. 
9. Report of Committees. I 

10. Miscellaneous business. 
11. Adjournment. 

PROCEEDINGS 
OCTOBER 16, 1947 

The Forty-First (41)- Session of the Little River Association 
of the United Free Will Baptist convened with Sunny Side· 
Church, Atkinson County, Geor'gia. 

Prayer by Rev. B. C. Davis. 
The Introductory Sermon was preached by Rev. L. S. An· 

thony of the Chattahoochee Association. Text: lltb Chap_!er of 
Hebrews 1st verse. Subject, Faith. 

Dismissed at noon and plenty of good refreshments serve4 
by the church and friends. 
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Afternoon called to order by Modera!or, Rev. T. M. Giddens. 
Scripture Lesson Psalms 25, Cbapter 1 to 16th verses. 
Prayer by· Rev. E . C. Morris. 
Called for letters from the churches. 
Read by Rev. E. C: Morris and Bro. M. M. Frank. 
By a move and second letters received and delegates 

seated. ~ 
Elected by ballot, Re.v. T. M. Giddens, Moderator. 
Rev. B.' C. Davis, Ass~tan~Moderator, 
B. Baker, Clerk. ... 
To the delegates and visitors from the Sister Associations, 

forgive me for oversight of not extending the right hand of 
Fellowship to you. 

REV. T. M. GIDDENS, Moderator. 
Called for Petitionary Letters. 
Called for corresponding delegates from Sister Association. 
Chatf11hoochee Association, Bro. B. C. King, delegate, Rev. 

L. s. Anthony, delegate, Rev. J. B. Lumpkin, visitor. 
~asper AsSociation in Ala.-Rev. Vester Burkett. visitor. 
South Georgia Association-Rev. E. C. Morris, delegate. 
Georgia Union Association-Rev Neil 'H. Parrish, delegate, 

Rev. J .Frank ·Smith, visitor, Rev. Gussie Sellat'J;, visitor. 
_>BY a move and second seated the delegates and visitors 

with us. ~' 
Appoin~ Cominittees as follows: . 
FREACHING-M. 'M. Franks, C. M. Chafin, Jr., L. D. Winn. 
DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE-Leonard Ogletree, Au:--

die Williams, Sister Carrie Parrish. 
TEMPERANCE- Sisters Walter Gibbs, E. Roy Parrish, 

Corda Mcinvale. Elsie Jones, Lois Wilson. 
CHURCHES AND DIS:l'ITUTION-N. T. Brooks. Ralph Cha-

fin, Eddie Williams. 
EDUCATION- H. W. Selph, C. M. Chafin, Jr., Sister Mar-

garet Mercer. 
MINISTERS-J. M. Hartsfield. Jolmnie Taff, Jack Me· 

Cranie. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND LITERATURE-Sis!er Neil H. Par

rish, Sister Margaret Mercer, Sister V. R. Franks, Sister M. M. 
Franks. 

R~OLUTIONS-Ed Wilson, E. C. Fancher, J. T. Bennett, 
H. C. Kirkland, J. R. Franks. 

.. . FINANCE-William Lewis, E. Roy Parrish, Sister Berta 
Baker. 

CARD OF THANKS-Rev. B. C. Davis . 

... 

-

On motion adjourned until Friday inorning. Prayer by 
Rev. J . D. Little, 

REV. T. M. GIDDENS, Moderator 
B. BAKER, Clerk. 

FRIDAY MORNING,~. 1'7. 1M7 

Called to order by the Moderator. 
l'J'ayer by Rev .. M. T. Goff. 
Invited visiting l;lrethren and Sisters to seats with us. 
Renewed the call for delegates from Sister Associations. 
Called for reports of committees and received and released 

committees as follows: 

PREACHING 

ThurSday Night-Rev. Vester Burkett. 
Friday, 11 A. M.-Rev. B. C. Davis. 
Friday P. M. on Orphans Home-B. Baker and Rev. 

Vester Burkett. 
Preaching by Rev. J. B. Lumpkin. 

M. M. FRANKS. Chairman. 

j 

DENO~ATIONAL ~RATVRE 

We, your committee, recommend Free Will Baptist Li~-
ature be used in all Sunday Schools. : 

We recommend Rev. B. C. Davis preach the next Introduc-
.tory Sermon. · 

We find three churches asking for the next association. 
We recommend the delegated body decide where the 

next session conve.nes. 
LEONARD OGLETREE, Chairman. 

Voted the ne>..1 session convene with Cool Springs Church, 
near Ellenton. Colqui:t County, Ga. 

TEMPERANCE I 

We, your Committee, recommend that all Brethren and 
Sisters attend the church more regularly and especially -.xomelJ
ence, living and doing things to please God and showing a light 
for young people to encourage them. We recommend that no 
church member partake.- of strong drinks. 

SISTER LOIS WILSON, Chairman. 
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CHURCHES AND DESTITUTION 
We, your Comnu'""btee, submit the following. We find all 

churches supplied with pastors as far as we know. 
-~ N. T. JUiOOKS, .Chairman. 

• EDU~ATION 
We, _your committee seeing the X:ising need of Education~ 

recommend that our Ministers strive to get a better education so 
that , they may better explain t"O a more educated people our 
bE'lief as Free Will Baptists and Christians. 

C. M. CHAFIN, Jr., Chairman. 

MINISTERS 
We, your Committee, find all ministers in good standing 

as far as we know. 
J. M. HARTSFIELD: Chairman. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS _l 
We, your Coinmittee, recommend· the Free Will Baptist Lit·/" 

erature be used in all o£ our Sunday Schools and we recom· 
mend tlrat parents go and take their children instead of send· 
ing them, . and when they grow old they will want to go an& 
not only want to go, but will go, and we find that the churches 
that have Sunday School are more Spiritual than those that 
don't.. We also recommend that those that have conveyances 
take those that don't have any conveyances of their own. 

MRS. NEIL H. PARRISH, Chairman. 

RESOLUTIONS 
We, · your Committee beg to recommend that we pay the 

corresponding messengers expense !rom the SU;ter Associations 
where they pay our messengers experise and tlmt all churches 
be diligent in sending funds for expenses of our body. We 
recommend• the clerk be paid the regular amounL 

ED WILSON, Chairman. 

FINANCE 
Balance in Treasury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ll.96 
Received {!om the churches . , . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 71.90 

Balance . . . . . . . ... $83.86 
WILLIAM LEWIS, Chairman. 

'\ 
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CARD OF THANKS 

We, the delegates and visitors of the ~ttle River Auocia· 
tion extend to Sunny Side Church and community OJU' gracious 
vote of appreciation for the courtesy and hospitality bestowed 
upon us in Christian ·fellowship while in your midst. May the 
grace of our Christ bless each one until we meet again. 

BYRON C. DAVIS,_ Chairman. 
Friday Noon-Dismissed by Rev. N. H. Parrish. 
Another bountiful spread of dinner was enjoyed. 

Called to order by the Moderator at 1:30 P. M. Prayer by 
Bro. J. R. Franks. 

On motion returned correspondence to Sister Associations 
as follows: 

Georgia Union-To convene with Liberty Chapel. .Macon. 
Ga., Thursday ~.fore 2nd Sunday in Oct., 1948.-B. Baker. 

South Georgia-Rev. Riley Giddens, Rev. B. C. Davis, Rev. 
J. D. Little. 

Chattahoochee- To convene with Little Bethel Church, Tburs- • 
day and Friday before 1st Sunday in Oct., 1948, near Ideal;· 
Macon County-Rev. T. M. Giddens, Bro. Everet Williams. Li· 
'censed to preach. 

Moved and carried to give Bro. Seaborn Brown all money 
ldt in Treasury after all expenses of this session are paid, as 
our appreciation of his fai:hfulness in the early days of the 
Little River Association. 

Heard from committee appointed last session. Report 
gave the body sat:sfaction and sung Nothing But the Blood of 
Jesus, and gave Bro. B. C. Davis the right band of appreciatif)n 
of him and fellowship. 

Gave clerk authority to pay the association bill and correct 
mistakes. '-

Adjourned to. meet with Cool Springs Church in Colquitt 
County, Ga., 3 miles north of Ellenton, 6 miles southeast of 
Norman Park. 

Dismissed by Rev. M. T. ~off. 

REV. T. M. GIDDENS, Moderator. 
Pearson, Ga. 

B. BAKER, Clerk. 
Ellenton, Ga. 
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LIST OF CHURCHES AND DELEGATES 

CORINTH-Sister V. R. Franks, Sister M. M. Franks, 
Leonard Ogletree, M. M. Frank&, J. R. Franks, L. D. Wynn, 
Sister L. D. Wynn. 

COOL SPRINGS-Ed Wilson, Sister Lois Wilson, Ralph Cbn
fin, Sister Berta Bak~, Sister Cordo MCinvale, Sister Margarett 
Mercer, Lloyd Mercer, C. M. Chafin, Jr., Sister Elsie Jones, 
George Exum, Sister V~nie);X_um, N . . C. Branon, ·La.mar Furgi-
son. . 
,. FOREST HILL--J'. T. Be.nnett, Sister Walter Gibbs,Sistcr 
Carrie Parrish. · 

FRIENDSHIP-Sister Linnie Mae ·Taylor. 
OAK GROVE-Rec. },ly letter. 
OZIAS-Not represented. 
PINE LEVEL-N. T. Brooks, J. M. Hartsfield. 
SHADY GROVE-Johnnie Relford. • 
S{fflNY SIDE-Eddie Williams, Johnnie Taff, E. C. Fancher, 

H. C. Kirkland, Audie Williams, William Lewis. 
ZION HILL-J. C. Arnold, J. B. Kennon. 
ORANGE GROVE-Sister E. Roy Parrish, H. W. Selph, Jack 

McCranie, E . Roy Parrish, Sister ·N. H. Parrish. 

J J . D. U'rl'LE UNION MEETmG • 
Corinth . . . . . .. •. .. . . . · . . . . . . . . . . ·Fourth 5th Sunday in 19-l]l' 
Forest Hill . .... .'. . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . First 5th Sunday in 1~ 
Pine Level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Second 5th Sunday in 1948 
Oak Grove, Joint Union . . . . . . . . . . . Third 5th Sunday in 1M&
Slnldy Grove . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fourth 5th Sunday in 1948 
Cool Springs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First 5ll Sunday in 1949 
Corinth . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . Second 5th ...Sunday in 1949 

RUTH KENNON UNION MEETING 
Ozias . . 
Zion Hill 
Onk Grove, Joint Union ....... . . 
Sunny Side . . ..... . . ... . .. .. . . . . 
FrlenO&hip .. . • .... . . .. . • . . . .... 
Orange Grove .................. .. 

First 5th Sunday in 1948 
Second 5th Sunday in 1948 

Third 5th Sunday in 1948 
Fourth 5th Sunday in 1948 

'First 5th Sunday in 1949 
Second 5th Sunday in 1949 

DECEASED MINISTERS 
Rev. Tharp Bailey .. .• , ....... . . . ... .. . " · . . . . . . . . . . 1911 
Rev. J. J. Davis 1913 
Rev. C. Leon Starling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1919 

-,, 

Rev. B. J. Griffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 1926 
Rev. H. J. Cowart . .... ... . ...... . .... ......... . .... . . . 
Rev. Morgan Cannon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1926 
Rev. A. Eunice .............. . .......... .. .. :. . . . . . . . . :uJi28 
Rev. B. 0. Brown . . . . ......... .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1935 
Rev. M. F . Cason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 1939 
Rev. H . J . Griffis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1939 
Rev. W. R. Cato .................... .. ...... .. . .. : . . . . lMl 
Rev. J. C. Arnold . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1942 

MINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICES 
Rev. John R. Weeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noa:man Park, Ga. 
Rev. M. T. Goff ...... . ............ : . ............. Lenox, G-. 
Rev. T. W. Giddens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pearson, Ga. 
Rev. Seaborn Bowen .... . .... . .. . . ....... ... WIUlacoochee, Ga. 
Rev. J. D. Little . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kirkland, GL 
Rev. T, G. Hamilton ...... . .. . ..... . .. . .... . .. Nashville, TeDD. 
Rev. Riley Giddens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nashville, Tenn. 
Rev. Byron C. Davis .. . .. . 709 Washington Ave." Waycross, Ga. 

LICENTITATES 
, Chas. Balance :·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pearson, Ge. 

Everett Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pearson, Ga. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Paid out as follows: 
~lerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '$2().00 
Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 
Postage .... . .... . .... .. .. ... . . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.13 
Minutes ........ . . . . . . . ... .. . .. . . ... . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
Rev. Seaborn Bowen . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.71 

$83.811 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE I 
C. M. Chafin ................... ................................ - ..... _ .. Norman Park, Ga. 
J . L . Hartsfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . Ty Ty., Ga. 
H. R. Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kirkland. Ga. 
L. S. Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Waresboro, Ga. 
Martin Corbett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pearson, Ga. 

OBDAINlNG COUNCIL 
Rev. J . D. Lit:le. Rev. M. T. Goff, Rev. T. JM. Giddens. 
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OBITUAIUES 
Cool Sprillga Church 

Our dear Bro. M. F . Roger&,· died June 19, 1947, being in 
bad health fot a long 'time We hope his suffering here will be 

. repaid with a home iJ4he Pearly White City. 
'Written by 

C. ~M. CJUFIN, Clerk. 

GOVEB~NT AND ~BDINANCES 
.. 1. We believe that a gospel church or Church of Christ, is 

a congregation of Christians constituted .and governed according, 
to the ~les laid down in the New TeStament. 

2. That these rules require· churches to preserve the fonn 
of government and ordinances of the first Christian churches 
and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole num· 
ber of gqspel churches, and that the invisible churclr is composed 
of the red~d now in heaven and of such Christians on earth 
as are not attached to the visible church according to gospel 
rules. , 

4. That the establishment of a central catholic governmcnt 
over the visible clrurch, or ~p~y ~ thereof, is 'a device of earth· 
ly _,ambition1 repungent to the Word of God, subservient to the } 
churches and danierous to the liberty of man. 

5. That gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies 
or tribunals authorized by the Scriptures; and tlrat each church_..... 
has the unrestricted right to administer its own government 
without supervision or interference, being under Christ essen· 
tially independent and absolute, and that if this right be S\11'

rendered to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or other· 
wise, the assembly ceases to be a Gospel clrurch. 

6. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
cielegates, form an association and declare the tenns upon 
which they will keep up ~he correspondence; but that the right 
and authority of churches being inalienable, or In no way com· 
promised or hindered by entering into an association, and there. 
fore an association has no authority over churches or individ· 
uals, their ·only power being to transac~ bus.ine&s which does 
not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical capacity; to pro
mote natural intercourses, and a concen'ration of voluntary ef· 
fort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal 
authority be given by an individual. 

7. That the authority cf the churches is des·g::~ated for the 
perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel, and for' the 

preservation of true and orderly bodlea of Chriltialls on earth, 
that is fully sufficient for tire purpose intended, but that doe1 
not extend to persons, property or the conscle:nce of men in 
any manner whatsoever. 

8. That the oJ1.}y requisites to church membership are faith 
in Christ and obedie.nce to the Gospel, that faith in Christ neees· 
sarily exists in connection with the belief in the 1undamental 
truths of Christianity; and ' that to prescribe any other requialte 
of such membership is an assumption of. authority on the part 
of the church and a departure from ~e Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a church are elde1~s and deacon~; 
that the elders are called bishops or pastors, and all ~f . the 
elders are equal in rank though they may perform ~nt 
functions- since some may be bishops or pa&to1r& of particular 
churches, while others may be simple elders, ha,ing no pastoral 
charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extendl 
to teaching exhortation and rebuke, but no furtb1er. that ~e can· 
not perfo~ any acts that belong to the authority of the church 
-such as the ~eception of members into the c:hurch compact, 
cr the expulsion of offenders. that as a member of the church, 
he is not more than any other member, and if he is guilty c_>f 
transgression he is to be brought to trial before ~ brethren ~ 
and convicted or acquit~ed in the same manner as .if be . were 
a private person; yet we tiT;nk it prudent ~o ·call m advisory 
help especially if the minister is to be tr1ed upon a charge 
of heresy. 

11. That Christian Baptism is the immersion of the believt!& 
in water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and washing of tire Saini's 
feet are ordinances !o be observed in the church until the Lord 
comes. 

13. That Elders and Deacons mus: be set apart to"'- their 
· office or ordinatioq, by the imposition of the hands of UI:e pres
bytery and prayer, without which they are not au~onze~. to 
administer the ordinances pertaining to their rc!spechve offtces. 

14. No Licentila '.e shall be ordained until c:alled in care of 
one or more churches. 



\:BURCH DECORUM 

1. The church m~ chS~ose a pastor annually at the last 
regular conference in Assopilltion year; or if they prefer it, may 
choose a pastor for a~ indefinite length of time to continue 
ftom year to year, as long ·as he may deem it proper to keep 
up the ~onection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
any other time; but if the choice be made at a special confer
ence the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the 
church. 

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of the church, but when 
he is atssent or does not sit as moderator being present, some 
auitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose 
duty it shall be to superin~end the collechon and disbursemen1 
of all contributions made by the church foe the pastor, etc. 
an4 to distribute the bread and wine in the administration of /
the Lord's Suppel!. 

5. The Deacons shall ta.ke notice of such members as re· 
fuse or neglect to partake o£ the Lord's Supper and endeavor 
to ascertain ~e cause that the same may be laid before thC 
church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it 
shall be his duty to do all the recording and Writing pertain· 
ing to the business of the chursb, and to preserve a file o£ 
the minutes of the Association. 

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., 
belonging to the Clerk, shall be immed.ately delivered to him 
by his predecessor. Also, it shall be the duty o£ the church 
clerk to revise the church roll at least once a year. It shall be 
the duty of the pastors to instruct the deacons and clerks of 
their churches in regard to money for minutes. 

8. The church shall hold a two day's monthly meeting 
embracing Satur®,y and the Lord's Day following, the first o£ 
which aball be the regular time of the conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, 
to attend each conference meeting, if they can, for on that 
day the pastor is expec:ed to instruct the church in a ce'rtain 
manner by giving plain· and point.ed lessons on doctrine, discip
line and the rules of holy living. 

10. Any male member who shall tail to, attend three suc· 
cessive conferenecs, and any member whatever of the church 
according to the Covenant (Ar.icle 5) shall be cited to appe:lr. 

/ 

--

in conference and answer for his neglect; but the . church may 
exempt members b-om this rule if necessary. 

11. Conferences. shall be opened and conducted as follows: 
( 1) Prayer unless divine service has just been concluded, and 
general.ly then. (2) Invite visiting brethren to a;eats. (if) Open 
the door for reception o£ members. ( 4) Ca[l for absentees. 
(5) For acknowledgements. (6) For reference of deferred busi
ness. (7) For matters of dealing which are in1 order to come 
before the church. (8) For miscellaneous busintess. 

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister 
churches, shall speak and make motions or sc~nds, but not 
allowed to vote. 

13. Any orderly members of the Baptist church who does 
not bold this church in fellowship may be rClceived into the 
church without a letter when it is made apparent that his Chl-is
tian character is unimpeachable and that he ba1s applied for a 
letter and coulcYnot obta.in it because he desired to join this or 
some sister church. All other persons must jo;in by letter or 
baptism. 

14. No member shall be received without the unanimous .• 
consent of the members present, but unreasonable objectioq 
shall not be valid, unless withdrawn, the members who make 
tbem shall be liable to be taken under dealing w itb the church. 

15. When the Moderator eal1s for absentees the Clerk 
shall inform the chu.rcb what male members ha1ve been absent 
from three successive conferences and the Moderator· shall ap· 
point some brother or brethren to cite each ol£ them to the 
nPxt conference. 
. 16. No mem~er. sh-? be expelled unless he ~s beej 

ctled verbally or m wr.tmg to attend the trial, provtded his 
residence be known to the church. 

17. When a Witness, not a member of the clburch, is intro· 
duced, be sball not be examined until the question has 'been 
put to the church, Will you hear the tertimony o,f the witness! 

18. The evidence in every case or dealing and acknowledge
ment shall be recorded in the church book. 

19. Members dismissed from the church by letter who 
become disorderly or continue tO bold their letter without good 
reason shall be cited to conference to answer for their miscon· 
duct. 

20. Expelled members shall be restored to (ellowsbip on· 
their their petition if their walit since expulsion bas convineed the 
church that they have sincerely repented for their former evil. · 

2 1. A vote shall not be taken upon questions without a 
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move and a second and on all important questions the vote shall 
be taken by rising to the feet. 

22. No .motion shall be made while a move and second 

is befoce the conference. · 
23. It shall be considered disorderly for any mem~er t_o 

absent himself from conference when an important quest1on IS 

to be decided; but a"lnember, upon rec~ipt, ma~ be exempted 
by the church from voting on either side m pecuh~r cases. 

24. No member ~all)eave the . house dur~g confe~ence 
wi'lliout a sufficient cause, nor engage in conversahon or whiSper
~ without being subject to be called-to order by the Moderat?r. 

25. All discussions in conference must be con~ucted Wl~h 
calmnness and good feeling; those whO- speak must rts_e to. theu· 
fe-et and address the Moderator, and keep to the pomt m the 

d~~ · th e 
26. No one shall speak more than three times on e sam 

question without permission [rom the Moderator nor shall the 
remarks o[ any one be unreasonably long. 

27. When tire Moderator speaks he must designate some 

brother to -act in his stead. . . 
28. No one shall be interrupted while spe.aking unless 1t 

. can be to call the speaker to order. ' 
29. It shall be the duty o[ each church ~o attend to the_ a?

~nistration of the Lord's Supper and washing of the &unt s 
Ieet at l~ast once.. a ) 'Cat:. , .. 

so. Members 'not in good standing should not commune, 
but the administration should not be deferred on account of any 

ordinary matter of dealing. -
31. Public fasting, humilation and prayer shall be observ· 

etl on proper occasions. . . 
32. No Licentiate shall be ordained unlll called m care 

of one or more churches. 
33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two· 

thirds vote of the membership present at any two consecutiv:! 
montlrly conferences. 

CHURCH COVENANT 
1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, ~Y Divine 

Grace intb the knowledge of our Divine Lord and Sa~1our Jesus 
Cb.rist. and, to devote our time and talents to the mt~rest of 
pure and undefjled religion, we do solemnly covenant wtth each 
other to walk together in love and brotherly kindness and to 
glorify God through life as the only trope in death. . 

2. we agree to exercise Christian love and affection for 
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each other as members of the household of faith, that the 
knowledge of truth may be glorified in us and by us, to the 
end that we may be perfect in the will of God! through Christ 
Jesus concerning us. 

3. We endeavor to uphold tlie public worslbip of Almighty 
God and ordinances of His church, not to forsa.lte the assemb
ling of ourselves together; that we will clreerfully contribute of 
the means with w~ich we are blessed for the ministry among 
us and other necessary expenses of the church. 

4. We will not 'neglect the devotional exercises of secret 
prayer and the · duties of family worship, and thl! training up of 
our clrildren, and those under our care with a view to the 
service of Christ and the enjoyment of HeaveoJ. 

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to 
attend the stated meetings of the church and t:o labor for its 
prosperitY. in the most holy faith, believing that: if we do this 
we let our light shine; if we fail to attend to th:e sacred duties 
we prove to be a stumbling block to the world and a reproach 
to the church. 

6. We believe that all Christia~ are eodo>wed with cer
tain talents and influences, for the improvement of which tlrey 
will be accountable to the Great Head of the drurch; that if 
there are un~ members in the church, it is our duty to 

,. approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish them to 
forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear tht~e. take one or 
two more that in the mouth of two or three witnesses admonish : 
them to forsake their evil doings, if they will 110t hear thee, 
then let them be unto thee as an heathen mao atnd a publican. 

?· We believe the worldly dance and drinkin1~ ardent spirits 
with the co-mingling with drunkards are sins which shou1d be 
condemned by the church .. 

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to reacll or have read 
this Covenant and to explain every part and clause thereof to 
the church quarterly. 

DECORUM I 
I t At the meeting of each session of the AI.SSOCiation the 

officers of the preceding session shall preside until the successon 
shall be known. 

2. At each session and previous to proceeding to business 
the names of the ministers and delega~es shall be called. 

3. At the close of ea~ session the entire prciCeedings shall 
be read for correction and approval. 

4. Any person wishing !o speak shall rise and address the 
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.Moaerator. He shall confine himself t{) the question under 
consideration a.nd avold personalities. 

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject 
without permiuion from the body .. 

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion. 
7. When· a question is under discussion no motion or propo

. sition s!ulll be received except to adjourn, to ·lay on the table, to 
amend or postpone indefinitely, which several motions shall be 
preferred in the order in which they are ·Stated. 

8. Nominations SlJall be made by ·the .Moderat{)r of the 
Association or whoever Ire may appoint. 

9. After a motion ~'has _je(m decided any m.ember having 
voted in the a~tive may move a reconsideration. 

• 10. No member shall absent himaelf during the session 
without permission from the presiding officer, and none shall 
take final- leave of absence without permission from the body. 

ll. The AsSociation has a right to decide what matter 
shall lbe a!imitted to its consideration. 

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the 
Association by a majority vote. -

13. No church shall liberate any minister coming from any 
other denomination until he has been examined by the Ordain· 
ing Council aDd received credentials bearing their approval. 

14. Any churclr that shall tolerate Unknown Tongue in 
their church shall be regarded as encourating heresy, and shall 
be dealt with for such. Also any church, or pastor alloWing 
pr:!ching of such that is, sinless perfection, as a second work 
of grace, to occup3tc their pulpit, shall be dealth with for encour· l' 
aging heresy. 

CONSTITUTION _.-
1. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Little 

~i'fer Free Will Baptist Association. 
2. It shall be composed of: ( 1) . The ministers, both or· 

dained ·and licensed, belo.nging thereto; (2). Legal delegates 
from the chu,rches composing the same. 

3. Requirement of churches: Each church shall be re
quired to send up an annual report to the Association in which 
they shaU make a brief statement of the pastor, report the 
character and usefulness of 'the minis~er whose membership is 
with Urem, give name and post office of the Church Clerk, give 
the number baptised, received by letter dismissed by letter, re
stored, ~clu)ied, and died, the number of members, and. the 
amount paid for Associational purposes. 

.. 
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4. Each church in the Association ahai1 lH! considered •n 
advisory ~Y and shall control its own internal affairs havinl 
the unreltricted right to administer ita own govEtrDment wiUrout 
suspension or interference, being under Christ 1!11entially inde
pendent and absolute. 

5. Thil body shall be considered an adviaor,y council wboae 
duty is to . meet annually at such places aa JIJlay be apoeed 
upon at the previous session and .not to adjoun1 formally untll 
all business is settled and while there it shall be ita duty to 
examine all questions of general interest to ·the Aaloclation 
and to use their best influence to promote a n1oral and bene
v~lent means and institution such as education, ~iabb'ath Schooh, 
nussionary work, etc. • 

6. The officers of this Association shall be Moderator, Clerk 
and Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot. 

7. Churches wishing to become members t>f this A.saocla· 
tion must adopt our articles of faith and confonn to ita usages. 

8. Churches sending delegates to this Association shall be 
allowed one delegate for each ten members or 1l"action thereof. 

9. TJtis Constitution may be altered or aJmended at any 
session of this Association by a majority of votes. 

AJlTICLES OF FAITH 
First. We believe that there is , but one living, true and 

eternal God, the Father, of whom are all things from ever
lasting to everlasting, glorious and immutable in all His attri · 
butes.-1. Cor. '8:6, Isa. 40:28. 

2nd. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things, the only begotte.n Son o:£ God, born of 
the Virgin Mary, whom God freely sent into this world, be· • 
cause of the great love wherewith He loved tthe world; and' · 
Christ as freely gave Himself a ransome for aU, tasting, death 
for every man. who was buried and rose again, the third day, 
and ascended into Heaven, from whence we look for Him 
the second time in the clouds 'of Heaven at the 'tast day to 
judge both quick and dead.-1. Tim. 2:5, 6; Heh. 2:9j St. John 
8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 3:1; Eph. 4:4, 6. 

3rd. We believe tha~ there is one Holy Ghost, the precious 
gift of the Father through His dear Son, unto th.e world, who 
quickeneth and draweth sinners home to God.--St. John 16'j, 
8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 3:1; Epb. 4:4 6. 

4th. We believe in the Beginning God mad.e man upright; 
and placed him in a state of glory without th•e least mixture 
of misery, from which he voluntarily by transgrc~ssion, fell) and 
by that means bro1;1ght on himself a miserable and mortal state 

--- _ F--
-- ---

I 

j 

. 
.. 



subject to death.-Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 
5th. We believe that God is not willing that any should 

perish; but that 11ll should come fo repentance and the knowl
edge of truth, that they might be saved; for which end Christ 
bath commanded tlre ~spel to be preached among all nations 
and to everY creature.-Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47: John 3:15, 17; 
I. Tiin. 2:4. ~ 

6th. We believe that· n0~n slmll-suffer in nell for want 
of Christ who died .,for him, but as the Scripture bas said, for 
ci•ying the Lord that bought them; because they believed 
not in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Unbelief, 
therefore, · being the cause why the just. and righteous God of 
Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows against 
all argument that all men, at one time or other, are found in 
such capacity as that through the grace of God they may be 
eternally saved.-Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; Heb: 3:10; I. John 5:10. 

7th. We believe the whole Scriptures are infallibly true, 
and that ·the¥ are the only rules of faith and practice.-n. Titq-
3:16, 17. 

8th. We believe in the doctrine of General Provis:on made 
of God in Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent 
and believe the Gospel.-Luke 14:16, 20; Mat!. 28:19, 20; Luke 
13:3, 5; Luke 24:47; Acts 3":19; Mark 1:15. , 

_; 9th. We belie1_e that .sinners are drawn to God, the Father, / ' 
by the Holy Ghost, · through Christ His Son, and that the Holy· 
Ghost offers His divtne aid to all the human family; so as 
they all might be happy, would they give place to His divin~ 
teachings; whereas, such who do not r eceive t!le divine impres
sions of His Holy Spirit, shall, at a future day, own their con
demnlltion just, and charge themselves with their own damna
tion, for willfully rejecting the offer:; of sovereign graee.-Matt. 
11:27; St. John 6:45, 65; ·Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 22:29. 

lC:th. We believe tha: men, not considered, simply as men, 
but ungodly men. were of old orda.ned to condemnation, con
sidered s.uch who turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, 
denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
bought them, and therefore, shall bri:lg upon themselves swift 
des·ruction; but we observe that they, and such the Apostle 
saith be~~e they receive no~ the love of the truth, that 
they might be saved, therefore the indignat.on and wrath cf 
God is "upon every soul of man ~hat docth yvil, living and dy
ing therein; for there is no respect of persons with God.~ude 
1:4; 1.1. Peter 2:1; II. Thes. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9, 11. · 

11th. We be:ieve that all children ciying in .nfancy, hav
ing not actually tra~gressed against the law of God, iii their 
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own persons, are only subject to the first death, which was 
brought on them by the fall of the first Adami, and not that 
any of them dying in that state, shall suffer punishment in 
hell by the guilt of Adam's sin, for "of such iiS the kingdom 
of God.-1. Cor. 15:22; Matt. 18:25; Mark 9:36, a7; Matt. 19:13. 

12th . We believe that good works are the frnits of a saving 
faith, and that in tpe use of the means of grace, and not out 
of the use of those means, ~ternal life is promise~! to men.-Rev. 
22:14, 15; Isa. 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luk:e 13:34, 35. 

13th. We believe that no man bas any warra.nt in the Holy 
Scriptures for justification before God through lnis own works, 
power or ability, which be has in and of hims1~lf. only as he 
by grace is made able to come to God through Jesus Christ; 
believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to 
all believers for their eternal acceptance with God.- Rom· 
4:24; Acts 8:20, 21. 

14th. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wis· 
dom of God, so that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot 
come to pass upon all suppcsed conditions; yet not as having 
decreed any person to everlasting death or everlasting life, out 
of respect or mes:e choice, fur ther than He batt. appointed the 

.- godly unto life, and the ungodly, who die in sin unto deatb.
Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22, 31; Matt. 25:31, 46. 

15th. We believe, as touching gospel ordinances, in ~ 
lievers' baptism, laying on of hands, receiving of the sacre
ment in bread and wine, washing the saint's feet annointing the 
sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, prayer, singing 
praise to God, and the public ministry of the W•ord, .with every 
institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.
Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, ~0; John 
13:5, 17; Jas. 5:14. 

16th. We believe the Gospel mode of bapltism is by im· 
mersion, and that the believers are the only s~tbjeets for ba~ 
tism.-Matt. 3':16; Mark 1:9. 10; Acts 3:19, 21; Rom. 6:-f; 
Col. 2:12. 

17th. We believe in a general resw·rection of the dea.4 and 
a final judgment at the last day.~ohn 5:28, 29•; II. Cor. '5:10. 

18th. We believe the happiness of the righteous. is eternal 
and the torments of lhe -wicked are endless.-Matt. 25:46. 
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FORMS 

FORMS FOR LICENSE 
This is to certify that the bearer, Brother ............................. . 

· ........ _ . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .. of the County of ........... .. 
State of . . . is a regular member of the Free Will 
Baptist church, in the said county of ..... . . . ...... .... , State 
of . . . . . . . . . . isllereby . licensed to preach the gospel for 
one year. Done by order of the church in conference. 

This .. . .. .. . . . d~ of,/.: .. .............. , A. D,.. 194 .. . 

Signed ·: . .. . .. : . ........ : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderator 
• .. ... .. . .. . . ...... .. .. . .... .. .. .. ... .. . ... . ..... . 

Ordaining Council. 

PETITIONARY LETTER FROM A CHURCH 
TO AN ASSOCIATION 

........................................................ Free Will Baptist Church of Christ 
This the . day of A. D., 194 . . 

To the • . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free Will Bapt:st Association 
sendeth greetings: We cons~itutc a Free Will Baptist Church by 
Elder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . with . . . . . . Members. 
We have adopted the Articles of Faith, Covenant and De<:C?rum 
of the Free Will Baptist church. We are at peace. We have called 
asyastor, Elder . . . . . . . . ~ . . ..... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . We \ ... 
send as our deleg.tes, Brethren . .... · . . ....................... ./ 
We do humbly · pe:ition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free Wi!l 
Baptist Assoc:ation for membership in the same. We send for 
minutes $ Hoping our humble petition will biY' 
granted, we are your brethren in Christ. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderator 

Church Clerk 

CHURCH LEITE.R 
Free Will Baptist Church of ChrL~t 

This day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. D., 194 . 
This is to cer~;fy that . . .. , ... . . 

is a member of the above named church in good standing and 
is hereby at his or lrer request dismissed from us. Done by order 
of the cHurch in conference. This letter will be void after six 
months: 

Moderator. 

. . . . . . Church Clerk. 

--< 
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HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH 

When any numbe~ of converts, not less than five, desjre to 
constitute a church, the following order should be observed: 
(A) The officiating minister shall inquire into the Christian 
character and ability of the members to sustain the church. 
This being satisfactory, (B) The minister shall then read the 
Articles of Faith, and finding they have obeyed and adopted the 
same, (C) He shall then read the Church Co'venant, wbile the 
congregation joins in singing a suitable hymn. (D) He shall have 
the members to extend. to each other the right h1md of fellow· 
ship. (E) He shall then offer a prayer of consecration. (F) He 
shall then declare the body organized . 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
The order of business shall be as follows: (1)1 The election 

of a Clerk, (2) The election of Deacons. (3) The election of a 
Treasurer. (4 ) The election of a Pastor. (5) The selection of a 
name. (6) The selection of a day of worship. (7) Adjournment. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 
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"' CBVRCBES- PASTORS- CLERK- and POS'l'OFFICE -a 

~ 8 ' Cl 
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"' ~ "' ~ ~-s c ·., 11ii 
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Corinth ..... ' . . L. S. Anthony KeUy C. FrankS, Tifton, R 4 -3 5' 2 
~~ . . J . B. Lumpkin C . . M. Chafin, Noripan .Park 2 4 
Fo ... : T. M. Giddens R. S. Hayes, Adel, Ga. 4 1 
Frien p .... :. Byron C. Davis ~!lnnie Davis, Millwood, Ga. 1-3 
Oak Grove .. . : . Riley Giddens Ida Lancaster, StoCkton, Ga. 4 
Ozias .. .. .. .. .. . 
Orange Grove . . Neil H. Parrish Rosa Selph 2 2 8 
Pine Level .. .. J . B. Lumpkin N. T, Brooks. Ty Ty, Ga. . 4 '2 

I· 
Shady Grove . . . . M. T. Goff, Lenox, Ga. ! 1 
Sunny Side . ... Everett Williams IE: c. Fancher, Pearson, Ga. 1 

. Zion Hill . . . . . . T. M. Giqdeus Mamie Mercer, Millwood, Ga. 3 
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3.80,287.50 2000.00 930.(0 75.141 80' 
16.10 411.10 2000.00 112.60 143 
6.00 120.00 850.00 50.00 43.05 27 
3.00 95.00 1COO.OO 32.00 15.90 41 

2 8.25 55.00 1000.00 125.00 ~ ' 12 ~ 10.00 2000.00 50.00 
'5.00 330.00 1500.001 52.00 43.57 71 
400 I 42 
lOi-~ 152.00 1500.001 20.00 428.00 ~ y 
5.0C 60.59 1500.00, 75.00 73.76 36 y 
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