


FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 1 

CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Prayer flinless- divine service has been concluded and generally 
then. 

2. Invite vislt1ng bretberen to seats. 
3. Open the doors for reception of members, and read over minutes 

of last conference. 
4. Call for absentees. 
5. For acknowledgements. 
6. F01t reference of'deferred business. 
7. For matters of dealing which are In order to come br.fore the 

church. 
8. For micellaneous business . 

• 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. The boliy at each session shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
2. Call for church letters an~ have them read, and names of ministers' 

and delegates enrolled. 
3. Elect a Moderator. Assistant Moderator. Clerk and Treasurer by 

ballot. 
4. Call for petitionary letters. 
5. Invite visiting bretheren to seats with us. 
6. can for corresponding messengers. 
7. Appoint Committees: <a > Preaching; <b> Denominational litera

ture; <c> Temperance: <d) Churches' and Destitution: <el Educa
tion: ffl Ministers: (gl Sunday School and literature: (h i Resol
ution: C1l Finance : (j) Card or Thanks. 

8. Unfi~ished business. 
9. Report of committees. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 
ll. Adjournment. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

W. N. WILSON, Pearson. Ga. - ------ - - Exp. 1955 
CARSON E. PARRISH. Valdosta. Ga. ------ -- Exp. 1956 
H. R . DOUGLAS, Pearson, Ga. Exp~· 195'l' 
CJ M. CHAFIN, Norman Park. Ga. Exp. 1953. 
M. M. FRANKS. Tifton. Ga. --- - Exp. 195!i 

ORDAINING COUNClL 

Rev. J . D. Little, Rev. Riley Giddens, Rev. M. T .. Goff and 
Rev. Everett Williams 

I 
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PROCEED I NGS 

The Forty-Eigh-th Annual Session of the Little River Association· 
of the Free ~ill Baptist. convened with Pine Level Church in Worth 
.County, Ge01 gla, Thursday and Friday before the third su d · 0 • . 
ober. 1954. n ay m c.-

Opened by s inging "Tot~ Work", prayer by Rev. M. T , Goff. 
Welcome address by Rev. W~ R.. Bullet. 

Introductory sermon by Rev. ¥'ance cason. Scripture taken from 
Genesis 4:9. Text "Am I M:V Brother·.; Keepet:". 

The ~ody was dismissed for lunch by Rev. J . B. Lovering. 

THURSDAy AFTERNOON 

After a nice spread. the body was called to order by singing "How 
Deautif~l Heaven Must Be", prayer l>Y Rev. H. w. GJddens. 

Scl'lpture Reading by Rev. Riley G;ddeos, Romans l3 
Called lor chw·ch letters. Appointed Rev J B L · 

E. C. Morris to read the letters. . · · overing and Rev. 

Moved that we receive the letters and seat the delegation. 
Moved and second that we elect Moderator nod· Clerk b t 

· ballot. · -. · · Y secre 

Rev. Rfley Giddens. Moderator· Rev M T Golf A . ta 
rator; w. N.-Wilson, Clerk. · • · · · · SSIS nt ModP.-

CallecHor Petitionat·y ~Letters. Invited visiting B th 
with us. re eren to seat-s 

called for Corresponding Messengers and gave them the ri.gh" 
hand of fellowship by Moderator. " 

Union - Brother J. H. Jones, Rev. A. L. Sellers. 
Chattahoochee - Brother G. c. King. 
South Georgia ---1 Rev. E. c. Monis 
State - Rev. E. C. Morris. · 
Moved that the committee b 

Friday, e appointed. Moved to Adjourn until 

FRIDAY MORNING 

Business called to ordet· by <in . · "A . 
Rev J · D Littl s ~ gmg mazmg Grace" Prayer by 

·M · · e, cr~pture ,by Rev. Riley Giddens 67 Psal~ 
M~~:~ ::dtsecond that we take up miscellane~us busin~s 

a we ha,ve. 400 minutes printed. · 
Moved aand second that Shad G 

estimated by Lfberty Union Meetln Y ~ove ChU:ch_ house repairs be 
Pay ~alf the cost. g, an Ruth Kmruoo'Uoioo Meetinc: 

Moved that we pay Clerk S20 00 and th M d 
M · e o erator $10 00 oved and second that we gr t F . · · 
Called for delegates to Siste a,: _ ~rrest Hill a letter of dismission. 
CHATT U r_ SoOctations. 

A OOCHEE meets with rttl 
Friday and Saturday before 1st Sunda ,'lne Bethel Church, Ideal, Ga., 
In October. No delegate. s October. Rev.;. L. G . Baldwin 

. 
I 
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GEORGIA UNION meets Thursday and Friday before 2nd Sunday 
UNION meets Wediesday and Thursday before 4th Sunday in Oct

'Ober at Greenwood Church near Camilla, Ga. Mrs. H. W. Giddens. 
SOUTH GEORGIA meets Friday and Saturday before 4.th Sunday 

in October near Jesup. Bro. M. M. BankS and wife. 
MARTIN meets Friday and Saturday before 4th S\lllday in October. 
MIDWAY meets Wednesday and Thursday before 1st Sunday in 

November. 
STATE meets at Midway Church near Moultrie, Ga. Bro. M. M . 

FrankS and Bro. Wallace Franks and wife. 
Moved to send S10.00 to the State Association. 
Motion carried that Bro. Carson Parrish take Bro. Mncom Paulk's 

place on the Executive Committee. · 
Motion carried that Bro. M. M. Franks be re-elected. 
Bro. Lemon Franks volunteered to go to the National Association. 
The committee reports were read and accepted. 
Rev. J. B. Lovering brought a very inspiring messa ge_ 

Dismissed for lunch by Rev. Byron Davis. 

FRLDAY AFTERNOON 

Women's Auxiliary had charge or the afternoon service, their pro
gram was very lnterest!ng. They elected officers for the ensuing year. 
They have Friday afternoon or the next Association. 

Gave $19.61 to the Assistant Promotional Director, Rev. M. T . Ooff. 
Gave $36.22 to the Unified Progrsm. 
Moved and second to adjourn by singing "God Be With You Till 

We Meet Again_" 

PREACHING COMMITT.EE 

We your Committee recommend that Rev. E. C: Morris preach 
ThursdaY) night. We recommend that Rev. J . B. Lovering preach Fritlay 
at eleven o'clock. 

Bro. L. E. Wynn. Chairman 

RESOLUTIONS 
I 

We, your committee. recommend that our Association be called the 
Little River Association of United Free Will Baptists; we recommend 
t.bat our churches use Ministers of our faith; we recommend that our 
churches contribute m onthly to the Unified Progr'am and each Church 
place signs pointing to their church. 

Bro. M . M. FrankS. Chairman 

EDUCATION 
we, your committee, recommend more stress be placed on our 

young people's activities, including Sunday School, League. Youth 
Camp, to t rain. our young people in Christian Education, to better fill 
their places as Deacons, Teachers and in any Christian place. 

Mrs. Elva Baker, Chairman 



4 FOR'l'Y-EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 

CHURCHES .AND DESTITUTION 

we. your committee, find that all Churches are in good condition 
and supplied with Pastors as ~r as we know. 

Bro. Eddie Williams, Chairman 

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE 
; . 

We, your committee on Denominational Literature, recommend. 
that all Ql,tl' chm·cJtes use Fl·ee Will Baptist Literature in their Sunday 
Schools, Leagues and Au.xiliaries. 

we also recommend that parents encourage the children more in 
going to sunday School and also go with them more. 

We recommend that Rev. Luther Baldwin preach the Introductory: 
sermon at the next session with Rev. E . W . Patillo as alternate. 

Mrs. Annie Davis, Chairman 

1\IINISTERS 

we. your commJtr.ee on Ministers. find all our ministers in good 
standing as far as we know. 

Mr. Hll.!VeY Ba,llance, Chairman 

SU.NDAY SCHOOL AND LITERATURE 

we. your committee. recommend that all Free 'Will B a p tis t 
churches bnve a good suneay School and League. I" 

The Sunday School presentS one of the most fruitful fields of 
,service in the entire program of the church and gives one of the most · 
effective means of reaching the unchurch people. 

we also recommend that Free Will Baptist literature be used. 
Mrs. V. R. Franks. Chairman 

TEMPERANCE 

We, your committee, recommend that the members of our churchel' 
be temperate tn all things, and attend services of their chUJ'ch and help 
promote the Kingdom of God in their community and also be a shining 
l1ght to others that they1may see the good works or a Christian worker. 

Bro. J . w Franks. Chairman 

FINANCE 

1\'lne Level ------ - ------------ S 13.09 
Corinth 10.00 
ZionHU! 8.00 
Sunny Side 14.00 
Cool Springs 20.00 
Fliendshlp 6.00 
OZ!as 15.00 
First Valdosta 1.5.00 
White Hall 5.011 
'New Jerusalem 5.011 
Orange Grove 15.00 

TOTAI. FROM CHURCHES -----...::::.....---$126.09 
Balance in Treasury ------------  45.74. 

_ _____ ____ ______ ;$ 171.83 TOTAl 

Mrs. W. N. Wilson, Chairman 

• l 
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·CARD OF THANKS 

We, the members of the Little River Association, wish to expre!'S 
·bY a rising vote our appreciation for the kindness and hospitality, Pine 
Level Church has Shown, us while in their midst. May the Lord ad~ 
his many blessings ·to them. 

Rev. M. T. Goff, Chairman 

LLST OF J\UNJSTERS PRESENT 
Rev. J.D. Little, Rev. J. B. oLovering, Rev. L. G. Baldwin. RevJ 

E. w. Pattillo. Rev. w . R . Hullet.' Rev. M. T. Goff. Rev. R. '6 : Hays, 
Rev. Riley Giddens. 

LIST OF CHUR-CHES AND DELEGAT ES 
WHITEHALL -- Sister Annie Davis. 
:FRIENDSHIP -- Clem Giddens 
SHADY GROVE -- Herma~ Eason. 
O.ZIAS -- Riley Cowart and wife, Junior Cowart, Elva Ba~r. Mary 

Wilson. Pauline Wilson. 
SUNNY SIDE -- Sister J. D. L ittle. Harvey Balance. Eddie W!Uiams. 

Sister Annie Douglas. 
,CORINTH -- J-. W. Franks and wife. L. E. W}•nn, Monroe Wynn, Le

man Franks, Mrs. M . M. Franks. Mrs. V. R. Franks. 
COOL SPRINGS -- Hugh Pardon anti wife. Ed Stone, N. C. Brannon 

and wife. Billie Jean Ross. James Whisonant and wife: • 
FIRST VALDOSTA- E. W. Patt-illo. J . J. Grey and wife. H. F .' Paar 

anct wife,. Mrs. H. W. Selph. 
'ZION HILL-- J . C. Arnold. Viola Walden. 
NEW JERUSALEM -- Floyd Dal!o<>n. Howard Smith, Ira Pittman. Bur

lie Purvis. Sister H. W. Giddens, Joe Wirad. 
PINE LEVEL -- N. T . Brooks and wife. A. P . Kelly, ~ . M. Hartsfield. 

Marvin Hartsfield. 
ORANGE GROVE -- Carson E. Parrish. 
OAK GROVE -- Not Represented. 

UNJON MEETINGS 

Liberty 

I 

New Jerusalem - - -- 1st 5th Sunday 1955 
Corinth _ 2nd 5th Sunday 1955 
Pine Level 3rd 5th Sunday 1955 
Shady Grove ___ -__ ------- 4th 5th SUI)day 1955 
Cool Springs - ____ _____ 1st 5th Sunday 1956 

ASSOCIATIONS 

Corinth - 1955 Wh' te Hall -- 1962 
Zion Hill 1956 New J erusalem 1963 
Sunnyside 1957 Cra 1ge Grove _ --- 1964 -Oak Grove - --__ 1958 Shady Grove - - - 1-965 

Cool Springs - ---- 1959 Ozlas 1966 
Friendship 1960 Pine Level - -- 196'T 

Valdosta 19fll 

' 
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Ruth Kinnon 
Zion Hill 1st 5th Sunday 1955 
White Hall _'-_ ---------- ---- 2nd 5th Sunday 1955 
orange Grove 3rd 5th Sunday 1955 
First Valdosta 4th 5th Sunday 1955 
sunny Side _ 1st 5th Sunday !956 
Friendship -- 2nd 5th Sunday 1956 

--- 3rd 5th su~day 195n Oak Grove 
Uzias - -----------

__ 4lh 5th Sunday 1956 

DECEASED MINISTERS 

H,ev. Tharp Bailey - - - 1911 
Rev. J. J. Davis --- 19~ 
Rev. c. Leon Starling - 1919 
Rev. J. B. Griffin -- 1926·\ 
Rev. H. J . Cowart _ _ _ 
Rev. Morgan Cannon _ 1926 
Rev. A. "Eunice 1928 

Rev. B. 0. Brown 1928 
Rev. M. F . Cason 1929 
Rev. H. J. Griffis __ 1939' 
Rev. W. R. Cato 1941 
nev. J : C. Arnold 1942 
Rev. J. R. Weeks 1947 

TREASURER'S REPOR.:r 
Received from Churches ---------------- $126.09 
In Treasury 45.74 

Total ---------- $171.83 
Paid Clerk -------------------- S 20.00 
Fald Moderator 10.00 
State Association 1 o.oo 
Postage 5.00 
\Printer 88.50 

Total 
_____ __ ...__ ____ $133.50 

Balance in Treasury ----------------c -- $38.33 

, MINISTERS AND POSTOFFICES 
Rev. RileY Giddens __ !., _ _ __,_ _ ______ Ray City, Georgia /" 

Rev. J : C. Weathers Cordele, Georgia. 
Rev. M. T. Goff Lennox, Georgia 
Rev. L. G. Baldwin Pavo. Georgia _.-
Rev. J. B. Lovering Pearson, Georgia 
Rev. J . D. Little Pearson, Georgia. 
Rev. Evrett Williams _ Pearson. Georgia 
Rev. Seborn Bowen Willacoochee, Georgi2 
Rev. w. A. Pope Bainbridge, Georgia 
Rev. J. H. Will!am.s. Jr. Adairsville, Georgia 
Rev. J. F. Smith Atlanta, Georgia 
Rev. T. A. Pann~l Moultrie, Georgln 
·Rev. G. G. Law Moultrie, Georgia 
Rev. F. S. Jones Lewis Street. Way·cross, Geor@ia 
Rev. W. R. Hullett Ty-Ty, GeorgJn. 

LICENSED MINIST E_RS 
Rev. D. L. Lindquist---- -------- Valdosta, Georgl:t 
Rev. E. W . Pattillo ' Valdosta, Georgia 

- :__ 

. 
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OBITUARIES 

It is with sorrow that we report the death of Sister Zonule Harts
field, who died June 16, 1954. She was a member of Pine Level Church. 
and loved-by all that knew her. We trust that our loss is Heaven's gain. 

We regret very much to report the death of Brother J. L. Hart.~
r:eld who departed this life June 26. 1954. He was an active member 
of Pine Level and united with the church In early manhood. He was 
loved by alJ; we sincerely believe that our loss iS Heaven's gain. 

It Is with deep sorrow that we report the death of Bro. Macom 
.Paullt, who departed this live September 28, 1954. Bro. Paulk was a: 
man who loved his church very much, and helped carry on the up
building of his church untll his health failed. He was a Deacon and 
member of the Executive Committee. We feel all who trust the 'Lord 
a.c; he did will meet him in 'Heaven. 

J . P. Perry, Clerk or Pine Level Church 

With deep sorrow we report the death of Bro. Abner Baker. Wf' 
t rust ow· loss Is Heaven's gain. 

With deep sorrow we report t he death of M.rs. Lois Wellis. She was 
a good mother. We trust our loss is the will of God, and Is for Heaven·~ 
r.ain . 

C . M. Chafin, Clerk, Cool Springs 

It l.s with deep sorroY.! we report t he death of Bro. Mal1c uoiner 
who departed this life January 2. 1954. We trust our loss Is Heaven's 
gain. 

Sister Lallie Hutchson who depa rted this life May 24, 1954. We 
trust our Joss is Heaven's gain. 

Johnnie Taft, Clerk. Sunny Side 

SUNDAY SCHOOL -.LEAGUES- AUXILIARY 

Orange Grove, New Jerusalem, White Hall, Valdosta, Ozias, Cool 
Springs, Sunny Side, Zion Hill, Corinth, Pine Level cl1urches all have 
a good Sunday SchooL Three churches without a Sunday School. · 

LEAGUE 
I 

Pine Level. Corinth, Cool Springs, Ozias churches have a good 
League. 

AUXILIARY 

Corinth, Valdosta. ~las. White Hall have a Women's Auxillary. 

I 



..,--

8 FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 

- GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

1. We belleve that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, is a con
gregation or' Christ.alns constituted and governed according to the rules 
la id down In the New Testatment. 

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of go\' 
crnment and ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be com
posed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That tlie visible church is the a~gregate or whole number of 
gospel 'churches. and tbat the Jnvislble church Is composed of the re
deemed now in heaven and such Christians on earth a.~ are not attach

. .ed to the visible church according to gospel rules. 

4. That the establlshment o~ a ce,ntral catholic goverrt!llent over 
the visible church. or any part tbereqf~ Is. a devicl! of earthly ambition. 
J·e.pw1gent to tbe Word of God . . subser"Vlent to the churches and dang
erous to t~e liberty of man. 

5. That gospel churche.~ are the only eccle.c;lastical bodJes or trib
unals authorized by the Scriptures: and that each clmrch has the un
restricted right to administer Its OW<l government without supervtl;
ion or interference. being under Christ essentially. Independent and 
absolute. and If this right be surrendered to superintending juris
diction by delegates or otnerwise, the assembly ceases to be a Gospel 
church. 

G. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose. meet by dele
_gates. form an association and declare the t,erms u~n which they wBI 
keep up the correspondence; but that the right and authority of chur
ches being inalienable. or in no war comprom!sed or hindered by en-
tering Into an association. and therefore an association has no author- -.. 
ity over churches or IndiViduals. their only power be:Og to transact r 
buslness which does not pertain to- churches In their ecclelastical capn~ 
city, to promoto natural intercourses, end a concentration or voluntat') · 
effort: and to give that advice to churches which might equal authori- _., 
ty given by an lndlviduaL 

7. That the authority of the churches Is designated for the per
petuation of the true religion or the Gospel, and for preservation of 
true and orderly bodies of Christians on earth, that is fully suiClclent 
for the purpose intended, but that does not extend to persons, proJ:er
Jy or the conscience of men in any manner whatsoever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membershJp are faith In 
Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that1falth in Christ necessarUy 
exists In connection with the belief in the fund~ental truths of Chris
tianity, and tha,t tp prescribe a-ny other requisite of such membershiP 
Is an assUDlptlon of authority on the part of the Chu.rch and a depar
ture from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the officers of a church are elders and 9eacons; that the 
:elders are called bishops or pastors and all of the elders are equal In 

- -= ~ 
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rank though they .qtay perform different functions - since some may 
be bishops or pastor or particular churche3. whJJe others ma.y be simple 
elders. having no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gaspel extends to 
teaching,/ exhortation and rebuke, but no further, that he cannot per-' 
form any acts that belong to the authority of the Church such as the 
reception of members Into the church compact, or the expulsion of of
fenders, that c.s a memter of the church. he 1s not more than any 
.other member, and if he is guilty of transgression dle is to be brought 
to trial before his bretheren and convicted or acqUitted In the same 
manner as if he were a pt·ivate person, yet we thJn.k it prudent to call 
in advisory help especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charl!e 
of heresy. 

11 . That Christian Baptism is the immersion of the believer in 
water in the namC<of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost .. 

12. Thatthe Lord's Supper and wa.shlng or the Saint's feet arP. 
ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes. 

13. That Elders and Deacons must be set apart to their office or 
ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and pray
er, without which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances 
pertaining to their respective offices·. 

14-. No llsent!a.te shall be ordained until called In care or one or 
more chm·ches. 

CHURCH DECORUM 

l. The cburch mny choose a 1=astor annually two conferences be
fore the end of the Association year: or If they prefer It, may choose 
a pastor for an indefinite length of t:ine to continue from year to year. 
a long as he may dee~ :t proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When I! becomes necex:at'Y. n pa.stor may be chosen at any 
other time: but If the choice be made at a special conference the time 
must be appointed at monthly meeting or the church. 

3. The pastor shall be Moderator or the church, but wl:\en he is 
.-..bsent or does not sit a> moderator being present. some suitable bi-other 
sha.ll be appointed to ;;it in his place. 

4. There 6hall be two or more deacons In the churcn, whose duty 
Jt shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contri
butions made by the church for the pastor, etc .. and to distribute the 
bread and wine in the administration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The Deacons s::all take n:~tice of such members as refuse or 
neglect to partake of t 1e Lord's Supper and endeavor to ascertain th~ 
cause that the same may be laid before the church conference It nl!i':
cessary. 

6. Some sultabie member shall be appointed Clerk and I., shall be 
.his duty to do all the recording and writing perta.lning to the business 
or the church. and to preserve a me of the mlnutes of the Association. 

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all bookS. minutes, etf·· belonging 
to the Clerk. shall be lmmedJately delivered to him by his predecessor. 
Also. It shall be the duty of the church clerk to revise the church roll 
at least once a year. It shall be the duty or the pastor to Instruct the 

I 

I . 

•• 
I 
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deacons and 'f!erks of their churches In t·eg:u·d to money for mlnutell. 
8. The chut•ch shall hold a two-d&.y's monthly meeting embracing 

Saturda)' and the Lord·~ Day followln~. the first or which shall be Uw 
regular time or the conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of ev<-ry member, male or female. lo attencl 
each conference meeting . If they can. for on that day the pasLor Is eK
JII'Cted to lnsu-uct the church m a certain manner by giving plain and 
pointed J ess:~ns on do,ctr:n~, d.sclplinc :md the rules or holy living. 

10, AnY male member "''ho sholl fa ll. ta attend t.l.ree successive 
conference<, and any member whatever or the church according Lo the> 
covenant 1 Article 5 1 sba II be cited to apJ;ear In conference and an ;
wer fot· h is n2p;lect. But the ~ur<"h may exempt members from th i ~ 

rule If necessary. 
11. COnferences shall be OJ¥11ed and conducted as follows: 11 • 

Prayer unless divine sen •lces has Jl!St been concluded. and generally 
then . C21 Invlte vlslt!nc bretheren to seats . . • 31 Open the door ror· 
receptlon'"'bf members. 141 Call for ab~entees. 151 For acknowledge
ments. • 61 Reference of deferred business. c11 Fot matters of de-al
ing which 8l'e In order to come before the church. 181 For miscell
aneous business. 

12. Vislt!ng bretheren. as helpers called in from sister churche;:. 
shall speak and make motions or seconds. but not allowed to vote. 

13. An orderly member or the Baptist church who does not holcl 
thf schurch In fttllowshlp may be received inLo the church without :\ 
letter when It Is apparent that hi> Christian character Is unim
peachable and that he has appiJed for a Jetter and could not obain it 
because he desired Lo join this or some sister church. All other persons 
must Join by letter or bapt:Sm. ' 

14. No member shall be received without the rmanimous concent or 
the membt;rs presen~. but unreasonable objections shall not be valid. 
unless w.didrawn. the members who made them shall be liable Lo b!' 
taken under dealings with tl\e church. 

15. When U1e Moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall inform 
the church what male members ha\·e been absent from three sucesslw -
~onferences and the Moderator hall appoint some brother or brethten 
Lo cite each or them to the next. conference. 

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited verballl' 
or In writing Lo attend the u·Jal. provided his residence be known to 
the church. 

17. When a witness, not a member of the chw'Ch, is introduced 
he shall be examined until t he question has been put Lo the church. 
Will you hear the testimony or the witness. 

18. The evidence In every case or dealing and acknowledgement 
shall · be recorded In t he church book. 

19. Members i,lismlssed from the chw·ch by letter who become 
disorderly Ol' continue to hold their Jetter without good reason shall be 
cited to conference th anwer for their ml$conduct. 

20. Expelled membe.J>S shall be restored to fellowship on their pet!- · 
tlon If their walk since expulsion has convinced the Church that they 
have sincerely repented for their former evil. 

-
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21. A vote .shall' not be taken upon questions without a move ancl 
n second and on all important questions the vote shall be taken by ris
ing to Lhe feet. 

22. Np motion shall be made whlle a move and second is before 
the conference. 

23. It shall be co:~.sidered disorderly !or any member to absent 
himself !rom conference when an Important question is Lo be decided; 
t..uL a member, ur.on r<?ce:pt. m:~y be exempted by the church from voL 
Jog on either side in peculiar ca-.<es. 

24. No member shall lea\·e the house during conference wiLhout a 
sufficient cause. not engage In conversation or whispering without 
br in:;: subject to be called by the Moderator. 

25. All discussions In conference must be conducted with calmness 
:md good feeling: fhose who speak must rise Lo their feet and address 
the Moderator. and keep ttie po:nt In the debate. 

26. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 
question without J:ermk~lon from the Moderator nor shall the remarks 
of :my one be unr<!asonably long. 

27. When the Moderator speaks hP must designate some brother tc. 
:\ct. In his stead. 

28. lllo one shall be inteJ·t-upted whlle speaking unless It can be 
t.o call the ~peaket· to order. 
··' 29. I t shall be the duty of each church Lo attend to the adminl~
trntlon ' . t he Lord's Su;.>per and washing or the Saint's feet at least 
once a year. 

::o. Memt:ers not In good standing shoUld not commune. but thP. 
:ldmlnistratlon shoUld not be deferred on account or any ordina.ry mat
ter of dealing . .., 

31. Public fasting. humiliation and prayer shall be ob.wrved on 
proper occasions. 

32. No Licent:ate shall be ordained until called In care or. one or 
more churches. 

33. This Oecorul':'l may be altered or amended by Q. two-thlrdb 
\'Ote or Lhe membet·slup pre>ent aL any two consecutive monthly 
conferences. 

CRURCR ·COVENANT 
I. Having been brought. as we humbly trust, by 01\-lne Gract> 

lnLo the knowledge C>f Olir o :vine Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. ·and
Lo devote our time and talents Lo the interest or pure and undefiied 
reUclon. we do solemn·y covenant wit11 each other to walk together II\ 
love and brotherly kln<iness and to J!lorlf>• God throUAh life as the 
only hope in death. · I 

2. We a:P"ee Lo exercloe Lo Christian love and a ffection for each 
other as members of the household of faith. that the nowledge or tru!h 
may be glorified in us and by us. to the end that AVQ rna:~~. be perfect 
In the will or God through Chr!st J esus concerning us. 

3. We endeavor to uphold the publ!c worship of Almighty God 
and ordinances of His c_hurch. not to forsake the assembling or ou.-
selves together: that we will cheerfully contribute or the means wl'.h 
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which we ar; blessed for the mlnls1,ry among us and other necessary 
expenses of the church. 

4. we will not neglect the devotional exercises or secret prayer 
and the duties of family worship. and the training up or our children. 
1\nd those under our care with a view to the service of Christ and thr 
employment of Heaven. 

5 we agree to ·neglect our secula-r or worldly avccatlon to at-
'[ · nd the sLated meetin::s of the church and to labor for its prosperity 

111 uie mo3t holy faith, believing that If we do this we w.ll let oul· Iicht 
.shine: If we rail to attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stum
hhng block to the world and&. reproach to the church. 

6. we believe that all Christians are endowed with certain ta
lents and influences, for the fdaprovements or which they will be ac
countable to the great head of tbe church: that if there are unruly 
member• in the church. It Is our duty t.:l approach. them in the splr!t. 
of love and to admonish them to forsake their evil doings, if they wl!l 
not hear thee. take one or two more that in the_ mouth of these wltne~
ses they wfll beM thee. Then If they will not bean thee take them be
fore the church, if they will not hear the church. t)len let them be unto 
thee as a heathen man and a publican. 

7. we believe the worldly dance and drinking. ardent spirits wit!' 
the co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be condemmed 
by the church. 

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or have read thi~ 
Covenant and to explain every part and clause thereof to the church. 
quarterly. 

DEOORU!\1 
1. At the meeting of each ~ion of the Association the officers 

or the l!PCCCeding session shall preside until the successors shall be 
known. 

2. At each session and previous to proceedings to buslness the 
names of the ministers and delegates shall be called. · 

3. At the close of each sess!ou the entire proceedings tlha.ll lles-
read for correction and approval. 

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the Modera. 
'\.Or. He shall confine hlmself to the question under cons!derntlon and 
avoid personalities. 

5. No person sha11 speak more than twice on any s ubject without 
permission rrom the body. 

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after Its discussion. 
7. When a question ts under discussion no motion or proposition 

shall be received except to adjouin to lay on the table, to amend or 
postpone lnde!initely, which several motions shall be preferred In the 
'Order In which they are stated. ' 

8. Nomlnatioqs shall be mode bY the Moderator of the Association 
or whoever he ma.y appoint. 

9. After. a motioii has been decided any member having voted 
1n the a.fflrmatlve maY move a reconsideration. " 

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without 
permission rrom the presiding officer. and none shalJ take final leave 

• 

...... 
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or absence without. permission from the body. 
11. The Association has a right to decide what matter shall ba 

admitted to its consideration. 
12. This 'Decorum may be amended at any session of the Asso

datlon by a majority vote. 
13. No church shall license any minister coming from any other 

denomination until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council 
~nd received credentials bearing their approval. 

J t . Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongues In their 
church shall be regarded as enco11raging heresy, and shall be delt with 
for such. Also any church, or pastor allowing preaching of such that Is 

:o;lnless perfection, as a second work of grace, to occupy their 'PUlpit: 
!'hall be delt with for encouraging heresy. 

CONSTITUTION 

I. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Little River 
Free Will Baptist Association. 

2. It shall be composed or: c 11 The ministers. both ordained enQ 
licensed. ,belonging thereto: C2! Legal delegates from the churche~ 
composing the same. 

3. Requirement of churches. Each church shall be required to 
6end up an annual report to the Association ln whlch they shall make 
a brief statement or the pastor, report. the character and usefulnel3 
of the minister whose membership Is with them, give name and pasl
offlce of the Church Clerlt, give the number baptired, receiVed ll~ 

letter. dJsmissedJ!Y letter, restored, excluded, and died, the number or 
members, and the amount paid for Assoclational purposes. 

4. Each church In the Association shall be considered and ad
visory body and shaJI control Its own Internal affairs having t.be un
restricted right to administer it:; own government without suspetislon 
or Interference, being under Christ essentially Independent and abso-
lute. . 

5. This body shall be consldered an advisory council whose duty 
Is to meet annually at such placeS as may be agreed upon at the pre-' 
vlous session and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled 
and whlle there it shall be his duty to e:-camlne all questlons of general 
Interest to the As.soci:l-tlon and to use their best influence to promo~e 
11 moral and benevol~nt means and Institution such as education. Sab
bath. Schools. Missionary work, etc. 

6. The officers of this Association shall be Moderator, CJfrk and 
Treasurer to be chose.n by ballot. 

7. Churches wishing to become members 'of this Association must 
111dopt our articles of faith and conform to Its usages. " 

8. Churches sepdlng delegates to this Association shall be allow
ed one delegate for each ten members of fraction tn,ereof. 

9. This Constitution -may be altered or amended at any session or 
this Association by a. majority or votes. 
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A.RT~CLES OF FAITH 

Fil·st, we believe that there is' but one living, true and eternal God, 
the Fa·ther. 5!f whom are all things !rom everlasting to everlasting, glo
rious and ~utable in aU HiS attributes.-1 Cor. 8:6, !sa. 40-28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ by whom are all 
things, the only begotten Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, whom 
God freely sent int:> the world. because of t-he great Jove wherewith He 
Loved the world; and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all, 
tasting death for every man, who was buried and rose again the third 
'Clay, and aScended Into Heaven, from whence we look for Him the se
cond time in the clouds of Heaven o.t the last day to judge both quick 
and dead.-I Tim. 2-5. 6: Heb. 2:9; St. tJohn 8: Acts 2:4; Eph. 3:1 ; 
Eph:4:4-6. 

3. We believe that there Is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift ot 
the Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who qulckeneth and 
draweth sinners home to God.- St. John 16:7-8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 3:1; 
Eph. 4:4, 6. ~ ,; ' 

4. We believe in the Beginning-God made man upright· ru1d plac
ed him in a state or glory' without the least mixture of niliery, from 
which h: voluntarily by transgression. fell and by that means. brought 
c.n himmself a m!serable and maJiAll sta-te subJect to death. - Gen. • 
2:17; 3:19. 

5. We believe that God is not willing that anY should perish; but 
~that all should come Ito repentance and the knowledge or truth. that 
they might be saved; Ior which in Christ hath commanded the gospel 
to be preached among all nations and to every creature.- Mark 16: 15; 
Luke 24:47; John 3:15, 17: I Tim 2:4. 

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of Christ. 
who died for him. but as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lord 
that brougllt them, because they believed not in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. Unbelief, therefore. belng the cause why the 
Just and righte:>us God of Heaven ,will con.demn •the children of men : 
if. followsy.gainst all arg'lment that all men. at one t!me or other, are J. 
round In such capacity as"'tJlat through the grace of God they may be 
eternally saved.-Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6: Heb. 3:10; I John 5:10. 

7. We believe the whole Scriptures are ln!aillbly true and that 
t hey are the only rules of faJth and practice.- n Tim. 3:16, 17. -

8. We believe in the doctrine or General Provision made or God 
ln Christ, for the benefit or all mankind, who repent and believe In 
the gospel.- Luke 14:16, 20; Mat. 28:19. 20: Luke 13: 3:'- 5; Luke 24:' 
47: Acts 3: 19; 'Matk 1:15. 

9. We believe tb.at sinners are drawn to God, the Father. by the 
Holy Ghost. through Christ Hls Son, and that the Holy Ghost offer.,: 
H1s divine aid to all the human famtly; so es they all might be happy, 
would they give Place to His divine. teac!lings; whereas, such who do 
not receive the divine Impressions or His Holy Spirit, sh~ll at a future 
day; own their condemnation Just. and charge themselves with their 
uwn damna.tlon, for willfully rejecting 'the offers or sovereign grace. 
-'Matt. 11:27; St. Jphn 6:45. 65: Ps. 1-1: Tit. 2:11 , 2; Jer. 22:29. 
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10. We believe that men. not con.<tidered, simply as men, but un- , 
godley men.were of old ordained to condemnation, considered such wh() 
.turn the grace of God int:, laclviousn.-ess, denYing the only Lord God 
<and ·our Lord JesUG Christ. Who brought them, and therefore, shall 
bring upon themselves swift destruction: but we observe that they, ana 
.such the Apostle sa.tth because they receive not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved, therefore the indignation and wrath of God 
1s upon every soul of man that doeth evil. living and dying therein; for 
there Is no respect or persons with ~d. - Jude 1:4; n Peter 2:1; n 
Thes. 2:11. I-2; Rom. 2:9. 11. 

11. We believe tha.t all children dying in lllfancy, having not act
ually transgressed against the law of God. in their own person, are only 
s ubject to the first death; which was brought on them by the fall of the 
·first Adam. and not that any of them dying in that state, shall sufftl 
punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam's sin. for "of such is the king
dom or God." - I Cor. 15:22; Matt. 18 :25: Mark 3:36, 37; Matt. 18:25: 
Matt. 19:13. 

12. We believe that gbod works are the fruits or a saving faith, 
and that in the use or the means or grace, and not out of the use o! 
those means, eternal life is promised to men.- Rom. 22: 14; 15; Isa. 1 : 
19, 20; Matt. 7:8: Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34. ·35. 

13. We believe that none has any warrant in the Holy Scrip
•tures for jurisdiction before God through his own works. power of 
•:>billty which he has in and or h.imse:Jf only as he by grace Is made able 
to come to God through Jesus Christ: believing the righteousness or 
Jesus Christ to be Imputed to all believers for their eternal acceptance 
with God.- Rom. 4:24; Acts 8:20. 21. 

14. We believe that all things are forseen In the wisdom or God, 
.so that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come to pass upon all 
csupposed condit,lons: yet not as having decreed 'any person to everlast
ing de!ltb or c!'Verlast:ng life, out of respect or mere choice, further 
.than He hath appointca the godly unto life and the ungodly. who die 
Jn sin unto death.-Heb. 4:13: Prov. 8.22, 31: Matt. 25:31. 46. 

15. We believe as touching gospel ordinances, to believers, -'bap
tism, laying oh of band~. receiving or the sacrament in bread and wine, 

. washing the saint's feet. annointing t.he sick with oil in ·the name of 
1tbe Lord, fasting, prayer, s inging praise to God, and the public minis .. 
try of the Word. with every in5t:tut!on ot• the Lord we shall find In 
<the New Testament. - Mark 16:15. 16; Acts 8:17; Aats 19:6; Luke 
22:19. 20; John 13:5, 17; Jas. 5:14. · 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of Baptism is by Immersion. and 
<that the believers are the only subjects for bapt!sm. - Matt. 3: 16; 
Mark 1:9. 10; Acts ~:19, 21; Rom. 6:4; Col 2:12. 

17. We believe In a general resurrection of the dead ancf a final 
judgement at the la.st day.-John 5:28, 29; U Cor. 5:10. 

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the 
torments of the wicked are endless.-Matt. 25:46. '· 
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Sunday of ¥eet1ns 

Received by Letter 
Rec'd by Conf of Fa~th 

Re.!ltored 
Received by Baptism 
o :smissed by Letter 

Paid Pastor 

'Paid ror Minutes 

Value of Church 
Building 

Improvements 

Paid For Evangelistic 

' 
Total Members 

/ 
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FORMS 

FORMS FOR LICENS E 

This ls to1 certify that the bearer. Brother 

----- ------- of the County o .. _ _ ______ _ 

State or--------- Is a regular member of the Free Will 

Baptist Church. in the said county or ----- - ---- State 

or Is hereby llcensed to preach the gospel 
for one year. Done by order of the church in conference. 

Thls --- - - - day or --- - ---- A. o .. 19 __ _ 

· Signed ---- -------- ---- Moderator 

Ordaining Councu 

CHURCH LE1TER 

--- - ------ --- Free Will Baptist Church of Christ 

This the------ day of -------- -· A. D .. 19 __ 

This Is to certify that --------- ------
is a member of the above named church ln good standing and Is hereby 
•at hls or her request dismissed from us. Done by order or the church 
fn conference. This ·letter will be void ar,ter slx months. I 

Moderator 

---------------- Church Clerk 
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' 
PETITIONARY LETT ER FROM A CHURCH 

T O AN ASSOCIATION 

-------------- Free Will Baptist Church of Christ. 

This the ------ day of ------- A. D., 19 __ 
I 

To the Free Will Baptist Association 
sendeth greetings: We constitute a Free Will Baptist Church by Elder 

- --------------- with ----- Members 
We have adopted the Articles of Fla.lth, COvenant and Decorum or the 
•Free Will Baptist Church. We are at peace. We have called as pastor, 

Elder We 

coend as our delegates, BreUleren ---------- ----

•We do humbly petition Free WUI 
,Baptist Association for membership in the same. We send for minutes-

·---------·Roping our humble petition will be granted. 
we are your brethren in Christ. 

------- -- --- ------ Moderator 

------- Church Clerk 

"' H OW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH 

When a·ny number of converts. not less than five, desire to =Q.Sti
ttute a church, the following order s hould be observed: <A> 'I'bti of
ficiating minister shall inquire Into the Christian character . and -.billty 
or the members to sustain the church. This being satisfactory. <Bl The 
minlster shall then read Articles of Faith. Mld finding they bave obey
ed .and adopted the same, CC> He shall then read the Church covenant , 
\'!hUe the congregation Jo:ru in singins a suitable hymn. <Dl He shall . 
.have the members to extend to each other the light h.ancl or fellowship . 
1El He shall then orftr a prayer of consecration. CFl He shall then 
declare the body organized. 

I 

OR DER OF BUSINESS 

The order of business sha.ll be as follows: c 1 > The eleCtion or a 
!Clerk. <2> The election of Deacons. <3> Tbe election of a Treasurer. 
·c4> The election or a Pastor. <5> The selection of a name. 161 TJ1e 
selection of a day of worsl}.ip. <7> Adjournment. 


