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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL SESSION 

Saturday, October 18, 19691 Friendship Church, Waresboro, Georgia 

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 A. M. by the Moderator, 
Damon D. Dodd. Song service was led by L. D. Wynn with prayer by· 
Rev. Joe Esther, Valdosta pastor. The devotional message was bro~ht 
by Rev. Virgil Melton, Jr., !rom the program theme, "In Times Like 
These", using n Timothy 3:1-5 a.s his scripture. 

The Moderator then seated the standing delegates and · instructed 
them ln their privileges and duties. The report of the Credentials 
Committee W!lS given by John Cook. (See report section). The dele
gates were "Seated and the session was declared properly organized 
to 1ran~ct the business of the day. Visltors were recognized and in
vited to seats of council in this session. 

The following committees were appointed by the Moderator: 

RESOLUTIONS .. 'J!ij:' ... ... - --P- < 
~ ic. 

J. B. Mercer, Chairman f'~ Vlrgll Melton, Jr. 
C. M. Cha.Ctn,· Jr. Riley Giddens 

FINANCE 

Frank B. Dean, Chairm1n =?~ P--
R.S. Hayes ~ ~ 
J. c. Arnold Y . 

QBITtJARY 

Mrs. Damon c. Dodd, Chalrman ll-..- ? 
Mrs. John Ackerman '?4~ 
Mrs. Fred Baker J.;;L ~,4.. ~~ 
NOMINATING 

Larry Williams, Chairman 
Audle Williams 
John Ackerman 

Everett Williams 
L. F. Ogletree 

<NOTE: This committee was elected by tbe Body as per· custom} 
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Rev. W. H. Daughtery requested that his Ordination Credentials 
which were destroyed in a Cire which swept his hom~ sometime ago 
be reissued to him with as mwy of the original signatures as possible 
affixed thereto. MSC that this request be granted and that the Or
daining Council be charged with this responsibility. (1 

c. M. Chafin, Jr., spoke to the meeting regarding the upcoming 
Harvest Day Drive Cor the Alaba."lla Children's Home. He gave instruc
tions as to when and where to deliver produ~d commodities to be 
deliverect to the Home. 

The report of the District Woma.1's AuxHiary Convention was given 
by Mrs. Damon C. Dodd. MSC to adopt the report as information. 

Report or the Teach and Train Rally was given by J / W. Selph. MSC 
to adopt this report as information. '"' 

Report or the Mirtisters a.'ld Deacons conCere~ce was given by John 
Cook. M~C that the rep'Ort be adopted as inCormation. 

The following people volunteered to serve as delegates to the Georgia 
State Association !rom LiWe River Association: 

M=s. J. c. Amold, M.r1>. J. W. Franks, ~<:. Joe Esther, M=s. 
Mamie Bw1ch, Mrs. John Ackerman. MSC that these people be duly 

elected as official delegates. 

At thi~ time the Moderator declared a recess for fifteen minutes. 
The congregation r:eassembled for the morning worship hour and 

was led in singing by L. D. Wynn. Prayer was offered by Rev. A. C. 
Truluck. Spe~ial mu~ic was rendered by a trio !rom Zion Hill Church. 
The message or the morning was delivered by Rev. J. B. Mercer from 
the subject, "In Times Llke These" , n Timothy 3:1-5. Following 
the sermon an invitation was extended to those desiring to make deM 
cisions Cor Christ. 

Mr. Randall Steedly miklP. the announcements concerning the dinner. 
Benediction was given by ~v. Sammy Wilkinson. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

The aftemooo session was -opened by congregational singing with 
prayer led by Rev. Dewey Quinn. 

1be devotional message was presented by Annette Mercer on the 
pr~am theme for the day. 

The Moderator called Cor tbe reports of committees. 
Finance Committee report was given by Frank B. Dean. MSC to 

adopt the report. (See report section> 
Obituary report given by Mrs. Damon C. Dodd. MSC to adopt the 

report. The congregation stood for a moment of silent meditation in 
memory ot our departed brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Rev. Sa.mm.Y Wilkinson, Missionary to Brazil, brought a most inM 
spf.ring message at this time, using Luke 5:1-6 as a scriptural basi.s. 

Resolutions Committee report wa.s given by C. M. Chafin, Jr. MSC 
to receive the report and di1JI)08e or it item by item. 
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Item No. 1--MSC to adopt 
Item No. 2--MSC to adopt 
Item ~o. 3--MSC to adopt 
Item No. 4--MSC to adopt· / 

(See report section for these items) 
A special offering was ,received at this time for one of our super

annuated ministers, Rev. M. 1'. G1lff, who had suffered an automobile 
acci~nt. The amount of the offering was $134.32. To this was add~d 
$50.00 from ·th~ Associational treasury as per the recommendation 
of the Resolutions Committee. · 

The report of the Special G:ommittee on rewriting the Church Decorum 
was presented by Rev. Joe Esther. After due discussion the report 
was adi>pted on motion and second with a unanimous vote. 

The r~pdrt of the state Missions Board was given by C. M. Chafin, Jr.' 
MOC' to.adopt the report.} (See report section) 

Due to the fact that Oak Grove Church wduld not be able to entertain 
the January session of the Association's Quarterly meeting, it was 
~~C that we meet with Ozias Church for that time. 

The Nominating Committee report was given by Rev. Larry Willia:ns. 
AU officers and Board members were elected by acclamation. (See 
report section). 

After announcement$, it was MSC to adjoUl'l'\. Instead of a bene
diction by prayer; we were dismissed by a fellowship handshake ~s 
we sa.'lg an appropriate hyrrn. 

Damon C. Dodd, Moderator 

Frank B. Dean, Clerk 

REPORTS SECTION 

CREDENTIALS-COMMITTEE 

' The Credentials Committee prayerfully Submits the following report 

NAME OF CHURCH ) DELEGATES FEES PAID 

Bemiss •••••••••...•.••.•••••..••• \ ••.•• ¥i·s. Riley.Giddens ••••• : •.• $6.00 Minutes 
"' • Mr~ and Mrs. James Harpe 3.00 Missims 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Bennett 

NAME OF CHURCH DELEGATES FEES PAID 

Bemis ••••.•••.•••••.•.•••.•••••••.• Mrs. Riley Giddens •••••••••••• $6.00 Minutes 
Mr. & Mrs. J ames Harpe 3.00 Missims 
M:. & Mrs. Ray BeMett 
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Cool Springs ..................... Billy E. R\>ss •••.•••.••....••••.•••.••..•.•.•• $25.00 
Mrs. W. J. Barksdale 
N. C. Brannen 
M.:s. A. R. Chafin 
0. L, Rt>berts 
MJ·s. J. E. Harrod 
Mrr;, R. V. M<:Invale (' 

Rooks Stewart 
Kathleen Hamm 

Corinth ............................. Mrs. M. M. Franks ......................... $30.75 
M.L & Mn;. Jerry Wisham I 
Mamie Franks 

Forest Hill. •••.•••••••••..•. ••••• George Crowley •.••...•••.•..••.•.•...•••...• $12.50 
Maudella Crowley 
lrene Bostic 
Frank Hayes 
Levilla Hayes 

Friendship ..........••••.••.•.•.• Clem Giddens ................................. S6.50 
Ronald Steedley 

Hahira ............................ Ronald Cooper ........................... ..... $15.00 
I... D. Wynn 

Homerville ..................... Mrs. Virgil Mt!lton, Sr •......•.•.•.•.••••••. $10.00 
JimJtlle Melton 

Mrs. F. B. Dean 
Mrs. F'. B. Dean 
Edm~'l L. Douglas 

Mrs. Damon C. Dodd 

Oak Grove ....................... No Delegates ............................... No Fees 
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Homerville ..................... Mrs. Virgil Mel ton, Sr •••••••••••••••••••••• $10.00 

· • J immie ~~ton 
Mrs. F. B..Dean 
Edrfta:t L. Douglas 
~s. Damon c. Dodd 

Oak Grove •.•••.•••••.•••••.•.••• No Delegates .................................. No Fees 

/ 

Ozi,as ......................... ....... ,Mrs. Fred Baker ......... : ................. $10.00 
Mrs. TimaJ,ee Smith 

Pine Level ...................... Velma Walker ................................ $20.00 
Brenda Hartsfield · 
DonP 

Swmyside .................... ! ... Larraine McGovern ........................ $20. 0 0 
Mal·tha Long 
Leona Williams 
Annie Douglas 
Thelma Hulbert 

First Tifton ............... ; ..... Leota Cook. •..........•... ~ ........... $9. 75 Minutt!s 
Paula Cook 5.00 Missims 
Faye Ogletree 
Etta Mae Franks 

First Valdosta. ................. Mrs. Berniece Ackerman ................ $20.00 
Mrs. Ollie Cooper 

White 

... 

Mrs. H. w. Selph 
Mrs." Joe Esther 

Hall. •.••••..••••••• ~ •••• Leona M.cMilllin ............................. $20.00 
· 
1 
E~,Taylor 
~Lairsey 
ebari~s Gill 
Archie Gill· 
Ma1·y Bunch 
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Zion HiU ........... . . ........ .... Sam Barlow .................................. $12.00 

FINA..~CE COMMITTEE 

Oneida Arnold 
Annette Mercer 

Committee: 

M. M. Franks 
Jolm T. Cook 
Marvin Luke 

We, your Finance Committee, submit the following report: 
(' 

Balance in Treasury October 18, 1969 .............................. $498.51 
Received from Churches October 18, 1969 ......................... 217.50 
Balance in Treasury, October 20, 1969 ...... 6 ...................... 716.01 

MISSI9NS BOARD 

The Committee: 

Frank B. Dean 
J. C. Arnold 
R. S. Hayes 

Balance in Treasury September 9, 1969 ................................. $298.25 
Received from the Treasurer.............................................. 59.00 
Balance .in Treasury O~tober 20, 1969 ................................... 357.25 

C. M. Chafin, Jr. , Treasurer 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE 
It is with deepest sorrow that we report the death of our beloved 

brothers and sisters in the Lord as follows: 
White Hall Church • . •••••• . •. . ••. . • Mr. and Mrs. Noel Davis 
Corinth Church • . • • • . .Mrs. Annie Maude Cook, W. B. O'Neal 
Forest Hill · Church •••... ••• . ••••••• •.. •• Mr. J. M. Sangster 
Zion Hill Church ••• Mr. Johnnie B. Kinoo, Mr. Alfred Sweat, Dolly 

Beatrice Harrell 
Homerville Church . . • . ••• . •••••••• • Mr. H. C. Pittman 
Cool Sp~s Church ..... J. B. Allman, Vergie Newsome, Jack Easters 

We suggest that we nave a moment of silent meditation in memory 
of these departed ooe. 
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The Committee: 
Mrs. Damon c. Dodd 
Mrs. Fred Baker 
Mrs. John Ackerman 

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 
The Resolutions Committee prayerfully submits the following recom

mendations: 
1. & it resolved that special expenditures !rom the General Fund 

of this Association be first approved by the Executive Committee of the' 
AsSociation and upon meetini their approval1 be presented to the Body 
in any regular session. . 

2. Be it resolved that the Masters Men of Little River Association 
meet at Valdosta Firest Freewill Baptist Church, Saturday, November 8, 
1969, for the purpose of organizing a District Masters Men Convention. 

3. Be it resolved that we have a special offering for Rev. M. T, Goff 
who has incurred unusual. expenses from an automobile accident, and that 
we add $50.00 to this offering !rom the General fun<i. · 

4. Be it resolve'd that we extend to Friendship Church our thanks for 
tile hospitality shown us throughout the day, and that this expression be 
in the rorm of a rising vote. 

The Committee: 
J. B. Mercer 
C. M. Chafin, Jr. 
Joe Esther 
~iley Giddens 

~OMINATING COMMITTEE 
The Nominating Committee suonpts the following nominess for the 

ollices indicated: ' 
Moderator • • •..•.•••• • •••••.....• Rev. Larry Williams 
.ll.ssistant Moderator'\ •.•. . . . •..••• ·, •.• Rev. Clarence McMillan 
Clerk - Treasurer • . . • . • •.... • •••.•... John Ackerman 
.. :_ssistant Clerk - Tr"t~asurer· • . ••••..••• •• C. M. Chafin, Jr. 
Execijtive Committee, 5 1 year term . • ••• • •• . , .• R A. Coody 
Ordaining CoWlcil, 5-year term • •..••••• . . Rev._Joe Esther 

"'rdaining COW1cil, unexpil:ed term oj Rev. J, B. Rice •.•••• 
• . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • ••...... Rev. W. J. Barksjiale 
Missions Board, 5-year term • • • : •• . • •••• •• L. F. Ogletree • 

· Board of Trustees, 5-year term • • • • ••• • •••• .M. M. Franks 
Credentijlls Committee: Audie Williams, Chairman, Fred Baker. 

Mickey Rouse. 
Board of Christian Education, 5-year term • • • • Damon C. Dodd 
Board of Christian Education, 4-year term ••••• Everett Williams 

The Committee: 
Larry Williams 

, Leonard Ogletree 
Johll Ackerman 
Everett Williams 

) Audie Williams 
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MINUTES - T&T RALLY- LITTLE RIVER ASSN. 

CORNTH CHURCH r1 
May 17, 1969 9:30A.M. to 3:15P.M. 

THEME REASONING TOGETHER - SCRIPTUJ6s- Isaiah 1:8, Come let 
us reason wgether , Salth the Lord. Presiding officer - J. B. Rice. 

9:30A.M., Song and prayer - J. W. Franks 
9:40 A.M. Recognition and welcome of churches 

10:00 A.M.- Devotion - Rev. Joe Ester 
10:15 A.M. -Special Music led by Robert Vicker s 
10:20 A.M. - Reasoning Together by John Ackerman 
10:40 A.M. - Sing and Pray 
10:45 A.M. - Youth Reasoning Together in CTS by Virgil Melton, J r. 
IO:ss· A.M. - Youth Reasoning Together in Sunday School by Annette 

Mercer. 
11:05 A.M. - Recess 
11:10 A.M. - Special Singing - Homerville Group 
10:15 A.M. -Sword Drilf by Mrs. J. W. Franks 
ll:30 A.M. - Rally Message - Reasoning Together -Rev. Larry Williams 
12:00 A.M.- Adjourn for lunch 

1:15 P.M. - ~ing and pray 
1:20 P.M. - AMouncements 
1:25 P, M. We want to Know • questions Crom youth - answered by a 

panel of ministers - Rev. Damon Dodd, Rev. Joe Ester, 
and Rev. Larry Williams. 

1:55 P.M. - Declamations and Essays 
2:15 P.M. - Bible Tic Tac Toe - led \>Y Mrs. John Akerman 
2:45 P.M.- Bible Bowl • directed by Mrs. Ayers 
3:10P.M. -Report from Committee of Appreciation 
3:15P.M. -Adjourn . 

Sponsors or Rally - - Littl~ River Assn. Christain Education baord
members are J. B. Rice, J. w. Selph, J. W. Franks,. Buddy Harts
field, and Mickey Rouse. 

STATISTICS: Number of churches represented - 7; ministers pre
sent - 6; total present - 56; Money received $25.00. 

Sword Dr.ffi Participants: Tim Akerman, Vickey Rice, Darrell Rob· 
lnson, Phillip Ogletree, Ronnie Franks, and Joan Chambers, Winner 
was - Darrell Robinson and White Hall. 

Bible Tic Tac Toe Participants: Team from Valdosta -Van Whid
don, Vicky Whiddon, David Selph, Debbie Bumbridge, and team from 
Corinth, Randy Franks and Derrell Williams - Winners were - team 
from Valdosta Chqrch. 
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Declamatlon - Given by Joey Nail froTJl Homerville. Essey Entered 

by Patsy Chambless - Corinth. 

Actifl: Secretary, 
JoAnne Rice 

f\EPORT OF THE STUDY COMMITTEE ON 

REWRITING THE CHURCH DECORUM 

SUGGESTED CHURCH DECORUM 

/ 

Local Freel'till Baptist Churches are autonomous as relates to govern"' 
ment and the regulation of internal affairs, being free from any juris
dictional or legisJati..ve authority of any higher ecclesiastical body. 
Therefore the following sugg-estions are nothing more than guidelines, 
inasmuch as the Little River Association of Freewill Baptist has nor 
desires no fina) powers to enforce any rule or regulation in the local 
Churches. • 

It i s stronglY recommel)ded that each local Churcf, adopt a Constitution 
by which it shall be governed and under which the program shall be 
operated. 

1. Churches may chooSP. thei .. f)aStors at any time and in any manner 
that they see fit, provided tllat the~· do not violate ordinary Baptistic 
principles and usages. The duties and responsibilities of pastors shall 
~ determined and assigned by the Church in conference with .the pastor-
elect. 

2. The Churclies may elect deacons in a manner deemed advisabl~ 
by the local -situation. Their tenure of office and their duties and re
sponislfilities shall be determined by the Church which they shall 
serve.'-

3. The Churches may elect as many ot:cicers as they deem necessary 
to properly conduct their affiars. Tenure of office and responsibilities 
and duties of all officers shall be determined by the local Church. 

4. Church Conferences may be held at the discretion of the local 
Churches as to frequency and agenda. 

5. Churche.s may discipline their members according to regulations 
and rules adopted by the local Cpurches as long as they are not in 

· confiict with those rules and regulations adopted by the National As
sociation o! Freewill Baptists and those o! the Little River Association 
o~ Freewill Baptists. ""'f'D.Y member who has been disciplined has the 
r~ght. o! appeal to the next higher body o! the Freewill Baptist organiza
tion. Churches deliberaCelY v}o-lating the rights of members shall be 
subject ,to the action of th~I'Little Riv~r AsS<ICiation in withdrawing 
fellowship from them: . 
~. The manner of receiving member s inb th.e local Churches shall 

be determined by each local coogregation. It is understood in this 
connection that prospective members shall give proper evidence of 
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ha\ing been born again and shall be baptised by immersion in the 

Name of the Ho),y Trinity. 
7. Local Churches are advised to observe the basic parliamentary 

rules and usages when conducting Church conferences. 
8. The frequency or the observance of the Gospel Ordinances shall 

be determined by the local Churches. 
-{ It ls under stood that the Churches are no-t to adopt rules or re

gulations repugnant or contrary to the Constitution and By-laws oC the 
Little River Association nor to engage in any pr actices nor preach any 
doctrines in violation of the Treatise of Faith and Practices of the 
National Association of Freewill Baptists. Local Churches not con
forming to this article are liable to reprimand and/or the action of the 
Association withdrawing fellowship from them. 

SUGGESTED FORM FOR A CONSJITUTION 

FOR A LOCAL CHURCH 

This is a simple basic outline for a constitution cJ a local Church. 
Specific statements and pro-visions are to be deter mined by the needs 
and wishes fo the local Church. 
Preamble ._ 
l Name 
D. Purpose 
Dl Membership 

Section 1. Members received on proCession of faith and mode of baptism 
Section 2. Reception of members coming from other churches 
Section 3. Dismissal or transfer of members in good standing 
Section 4. Exclusion 4>r expulsion of members 

IV. Officers, Tenure, Duties 
Section 1. Pastor 
Section 2 • .Clerk 
Section 3. Treasurer 
Section 4. Board of Deacons 
Section 5. Board of Trustees 

Other sections may be added for additional officers as needed 
V. Auxiliaries of the Church 

Section 1. Sunday School 
Section 2. Church Training Service. 
Section 3. Woman's Auxiliary 
Section 4. Master's Men 

VI. Finance 
Section 1. Tithes and offerings 
Section 2. Special Offerings 

VIl Meetings of the Church 
Section 1. Regular services of worship 

II 
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Section 2. Church Conferences 
Section 3. Observing the Ordinances of the gospel 
Section 4. Annual Homecoming or Anniversary service 
Section 5. Revival meetings . 
Section 6. Special Services 

IX. Committees and Boards (if needed) 
X. Election of Officers 
XL Alterations or Amendments 

ROSTER OF ORDAINED MINISTERS 

W. J. Barksdale ••••. , , . •••.••• ••••• • , .. Norman Park, Ga. , 
Jesse CasUeberry, Rout,e I ••. .• .• •• ..••..• .. ••. Lenox, Ga. 
Damon C. Dodd, Box 3~5, Phone 487-5840. r· • • • •• Homerville, Ga. 
Ralph Chafin, Route I. . . . . .. . ..•••. .•. • . • Norman Park, Ga. 
Dewey Fraley .. ••.•......•...•••• ••• ..• Ypsilanta, Michigan 
Donald Franks. . ...•...•.... •..••• ...•.• Bainbridge, Ga. 
Riley Giddens, Route 3 •.••••... . .. . ... . . •••• Ray City, Ga. 
A. D. Green, Phone 3~2-5264 . . . . .. ..... ....... Tifton, Ga. 
M. T. Goff, 4ll Hull Ave; ••.•......•. ...•• . , . Na!>hville, Ga. 
Marvin Hartsfield ................ .... ... :- . Norman Park, Ga: 
T. G. Hamilton, Phone 487-2217 . . ......• ..•• ••. Homerville, Ga. 
R. S. !fayes, · Route 2, Phone 896-3332 .............. .. . Adel, Ga. 
W. R. 'l:tullett. ..... , , .. • . • •• ••.. ........• . Norman Park, Ga. 
Charles Lasseter . .•••.•••... . .•...•• •.••• ••. Albany, Ga. 
Clarence McMillan. • • • ••••. . . .. • . ..•. •. ••••. Folkston, Ga. 
J. B. Mercer,Routel, Phone769-3907 ...... . ..... Norman Park, Ga. 
M. C. Nail, Phone 487-5845 • ••. ••...• , ..• ••••• • Homerville, Ga .• 
Dewey Quinn, Phone 375-2982 •••..••••••• ••• ...• Hazelhurst, Ga. 
Everett Williams, Phone 422-3609 • •• •• ••• . • . •••• Pearson, Ga. 
Larry Williams, Route 5, Phone 382-7769 •••••• •• •. Ti.ft.at, Ga. 
;Joe Esther • •.•.•••••.••• • : • ••.•••••.•••• Valdosta, Ga. 
Ruwel Walker •• : • ••••• • . •• • •••••••••• •••. Tifton, Ga. 
L. J. Chambless. • , "'\ • • • •••••.••.••••••••• Tifton, Ga. 

,. 
~ ' ' . 

LICENSED MINISTERS 

• 
James Stringer ••••••••••• •• •• • ••••••.••• Valdosta, ya. 
Virgil Melton, Jr •••••••••• ••• ••• : ••••••••• Homerville. Ga. 
Rooald Wallace • • • • • • •• 3809 Elkins Ave., Nashville, TeMessee 
Paul Verbine • • • • • • ••••• • • •.• •••••• .Norman Park, Ga. 
Julian Robert Vickers • • ••• •••. ••••••••••• Rt. 2 Hahira, Ga. 

12 

MINU} ES OF THE MINISTERS AND DEACONS CONFERENCE 

The 2oth session of Ute ' Ministers and Deacons Conference of the 
Little River Association met at Corinth Church, Brookfield. Ga., March 
8, 1969. Rev. Larry Williams. host pastor, led in congregational sing
ing. Prayer was offered by Rev. Joe Esther. 

Assistant Moderator. Rev. Everett Williams, had charge of the meet
ing. He presented Rev. M. T. Goff. who read and spoke from Matthew 

.28. His subject was "What Jesus Says, Do!" 
The roll call was responded to by 10 ministers: •Revs. Larry wu

llams, R. s. Hayes, A. D. Greene. J. R. Vickers, M. T. Goff, J. B. 
Mercer, Huwell Walker, Joe Esther, J. B. Rice. Jr., Everett Wil
liams. In addition tn the Ministers, there were ~ deacons and 7 visi
tors, for a total of 39. 

Minutes of' the previous meeting read and approved by vote. 
There was no Wlf'mished business and no new business. 
A letter of recommendation was read from the soJth Georgia As

sociation concerning Rev. Joe Esther, the new Pastor of Jqrst Val-
dosta Church. ._, . · 

The Moderator called for reports from the Churches and the fol-
lowing responded: 

Pine Level . . . • . • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • .Buddy Hartsfield 
Corinth • • • . . • .• . •.•.••• •••...•• Rev. Larry Williams 
Zion Rill • . • • • • • ••••.••••.• •• •• , .• • Rev. J. B. Rice 
SUMYside ••••••.•• ... • •••••••• • Rev. Everett Williams 
Cool Springs • • • • • • • • • •.••. • •.• ••• • • Visiting Brother. 
Friendship . . . • . . . , , , , . •.. •. • .•••• •• Rev. J. B. Rice 
Valdosta • • . . , . . •.•.•••....••.•••• • . John Ackerman 
Hahira . . . • • • • • .•••. ...•....••.••• .• . Carson Parrish 
Oak Grove ...... ..... ... .. ... ..... .... Rev. M. T. Goff 
Tifton • . • 1 • • • • • •• ••••••• • • •••••••••••• John T. Cook 
Forest Hill • . • • • • • ....•... . • .•• • ... .... Selmon Bostic 
Bemiss . • • • • • • • ..•...•.•..• •• • . ..• John Ackerman 
John Ackerman made an informal report from the Board of Trustees 

of Little River Association on the transaction which had been completed 
regarding the Shady Grove Chl¥'ch property. . 

L. F. Ogletree invited the conference to meet with Tifton Church m 
September. MSC to accept the invitation. 

The host Pastor invited everyone tn remain and partake of the re
freshments which had been prepared. 

An offering was received prior tn the benediction. MSC tn adjourn. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Everett Williams, Moderatnr 
J. B. Rice, Secretary 

Balance Brought Forward • • . • • • .. .•••• ••• ••••••• • .$1.31 
Offering Received at this Meeting • • • • •• •••. •••• ••••• $30.05 
Balance in Treasury March 8, 1969 • • •••••• •••••••••• $31.36 

J. B. Rice, Jr., Treasurer 
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The 21st session of the Ministers and Deacons Con!erence or the 
Little River Association met at Tifton, September 13, 1969. 

The soog service was led by L. F. Ogletree after which Rev. L. J. 
Chambless led in prayer. The mee~ was callP..d to order by the Mod
t!rator, Rev. J. B. Mercer. Bro. Mercer in turn presented the speaKer, 
Rev. Larry Williams, who brought a message from I Timothy, 4, using 
the subject , "Responsibilities of Preachers and Deacoos." 

Minutes or the previous session were read and approved by vote. 
MSC that one man from each Church be responsible for the Harvest 
Day Drive for the Alabama Children' s Home. Those appointed were~ 

Cool Springs •. • • • • • • ..• • • .. ••. ••• • . •..• Bro. Powell 
Corinth • • . • • • . • •.•• . , ••• •. . •••••.•• • • J. W. Frank's 
Forest Hill • • . • . •.• • •••.•••••••••• , .... Selmon Bostic 
Hahira • • • • ••••••• • .• • •••••••••••••• Carson Parrish 
Valdosta • • . • • • • • ..•.•.••••• , •••• . .. . John Ackerman 
Pine Level • • • • • • ••..•••....•••• • • Buddy Hartsfield ' 
TiltOn • • .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• John T. Cook 
Zion Hill • • • • • • •. .•• • ••••• ••••• , • , , •.• J . c. Arnold 

The secretary was instructed to forward this information to Curtis 
Gay, Hartsfield, Ga. who is the State D!rector for the Drive, 

There was no unfinished business nor any new business to come before 
the Body. . . 

The Moderator asked the Secretary to write the absent Churches re
minding them of the Harvest Day Drive and letting them know that they· 
were missed from the meeting. 

Reports were called from the Churches. The following responded: 
Cool -5prings . • • • . • •••••••• • • • •• ••••• , W. J . Barksdale 
Zion Hill • • • • • • •• .••••• ••••••••••• •• L. T. Chambless 
Forest Hill • • • • • • • .••. ••• , , , • , , , , •••••• R. S. Hayes 
Pine Level .••• • .•• , ••• • •• •• , •••• •• •. • Johnny Sex1al 
Hahira • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••• • ••••• • A. D. Greene 
Corinth • •• ••••• •••••••••• , • • •••• , , •• M..M. Franks 
Tittxlrl • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Huwell Walker 
Valdosta • : • • • • • • ••• • ••••••• ••• , • , .John Ackerman 
Slcgestions was made .that the PaStors encourage their Churches to 

assist Friendship Church in entertaining the coming session of the 
Little River Association., 

John T, Cook reminded' the Churches to send their AMual reports to 
M. M. Franks at least •o weeks before the Associatiooal meeting. 

Hahira and Forest Hill Churches issued Invitations for the next ses
sion or the Con!erence. The BOdy voted t9 accept the invitation of Hahira 
to meet there March 14, 1970. 

The election or omcers Cor ensuing year resulted in the CollowirJg: 
Moderator • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • , : •• , •••••••• J. B. Mercer 
Assistant Moderator • • • , • • , • . ••••• • • •• ••• • • R. S. Hayes 
Secretary - Treasurer • • • • • • •••••••••••••• John T. Cook 
Assistant Secretary - Treasurer • • • • • • • • • , .John Ackerman 
An otter ing was received at this time in the amOtmt of $32.75. Rev. 
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Huwel Walker, host Pastor, invited everyone to remain for refresh-
11J!M1ts. MSC to adjourn. 

There were 8 ministers and 23 deacons present. 

TREASURERS REPORT 

Balance Brought Forward • • • • • • , ••..••• •••• ••••• $31.36 
Received September 13, 1969 • • • • . •••• , • • • • •• .•••• 32.75 
Balance on Hand September 13, 1969. • • • •••• ••• , , , •••• 64.11 

John T. Cook, Treasurer 

MINUTES OF LITTLE RIVER ASSOCIATION 

in 

QUARTERLY MEETING 

WHITE HALL CHURCH, WAYCROSS, GEORGIA 

January 18. 1969 

The little River Association of Freewill Baptists met at White Hall 
Church, Waycr oss, Georgia, in Quarterly Meeting on Saturday, Janul!l'Y 
18, 1969. 

The meeting was called to order by the Clerk, Frank B. Dean. The 
song service was led by Charles Gill. or Way<:ross. Rev. Clarence 
McMillan gave the devotional. Prayer was led by Rev. Lamar Par
rish. In tl1e absence of the Moderator the Assistant Moderator, Rev. 
J. B. Mercer, presided. 

The following Ministers were recognized; Riley Giddens, Everett 
Williams, Clarence McMillan, R. S. Hayes, T, G. Hamilton, J. B. 
Rice, Joe Esther, Lamar Parrish, Larry Williams. 

The letters were received from the various Churches and the de
legates' were seated. The list or delegates is: 
COOL SPRINGS--N. C. Brannen, Mrs. N. C. Brannen, Mr. and Mrs. 

Melvin Passmore, Mrs. W. J. Barksdale. 
CORINTH-Mrs. J. W, Franks, Mr. and Mrs .• M. M. Franks, Mrs. 

c. K. Causey, Mr: and Mrs. Jerry Wishman, Mrs. R. D. Chambless, 
Patsy Chambless, Jean ChAmbless. 

FORREST HII.L-Selmon Bostic, Irene Bostic, George Crowley, Maudella 
Crowley, Frank Hayes, Savellia Hayes. 

HAHIRA-No Delega12s. 
VALDOSTA- Mr. and Mrs. John Ackerman, Mrs. Harlo Selph, Mrs. 

Mamle Whiddon, Mrs. Joe Esther . · 
HOMERVILLE-Mrs. Frank Dean, Mr. and Mrs. w. N. Wilson, Mrs. 

Mary AlitSCXI, 
WIDTE HALL-Archie Gill, Charles Gill, BeMie Laircy, John Griffin, 
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Mrs. WUUe Williams. . 
OAK GROVE-Clennon Browning, Jessie Castleberry, Carey Landcaster, 

Johnny Roger s. 
ZION HILJ.r. Jo Ann Rice, Mr. and ·Mrs. J. C. Arnold, 
OZIAS-Mrs. Fannie Kent. Mrs. Elva Baker. 

PINE LEVEJ.r.Mr. and Mrs. Leon Powell, Larry 8.pires, Mr • .and Mrs. 
Curtis Powell, Brenda Hartstleld. 

SUNNYSIDE-Annie Dotlglas, ~tty Bazamore, Leona McMillan, Willie 
Mae Clement. Martha Long. -

TIFTON- Linda Harrell, Nancy Walker, Lawrence Br anch. 
FRIENDSHIP-Mrs. J. R. Steedly. 
BEMISS-Mr. and Mrs. Ray Bennett, Mrs. Riley Giddens, 

The !ollowl.ng committees were appointed by the Moder ator: 
RESOLUTIONS CARD OF THANKS 
-w. N. Wilson Mrs. Fannie Kent 
Selmon Bostic 
N, C. Brannen 

The Moderatx>r called !or unfinished business and there was none. 
The call tor new business was given by the Moderator and the follow

Ing item was adopted on mbtion and second and unanimous vote: 
" That the Association authorize the sale of the Shady Grove Church 

property by authorizq the Board of Trustees to put a price on the 
property." 

M&: to reelect the original Board o! Trustees o! five members. 
They are: 

Frank B. Dean 
John Ackerman 
Chester Hunter 
N. t. Brannen 
Audie J, Williams. 

Due to the tact that Chester Hunter has joined the Methodist Church 
it was necessary to elect someone in his place. J. c. Arnold was 
elected. 

MSC to receive Rev. Joe Esther intx> the Association pending a letU!r 
or recommendation from the South Georgia Association. 

MSC that the Church entertainilw the Association in any~ ita ses
sion• prepare the pr~ outline, and that the Clerk o! the Associa
tion have the p~ams printed and mail to the Clerk and Pastor of 
'each Church. 

Moderator charged the Clerk o! his r esponsibility to mail Church 
letter forms to each Charch Clerk at least three weeks prior to the 
meetlrir& Of the Aasociati~ . 

Followiqr a brief recessl'the body reassembled' for the morning 
worshlp hour. The sane service was led by Charles Gill with Rev. 
Es~r at the plano. Special music was given by Charlec1and Everett 
Gill. Rev. J. B. Mercer, Pastor oi Pine Level Church, brqht the 
meas.,e from Luke 21: 8-38, on ·the "second Coming of the Lord:,. 

-Followtrw the Service, Rev. Everett Willlams, host Paator, gave 
words of welcome and made announce.ments concerning the noon meal. 
The prayer of dismissal was given by Rev. Dewey Fraley. 
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The afternoon session was opened by singing ''Come Unto Me" and 
prayer by Rev. Riley Giddens. The devotional was given by Rev. J. B. 
Rice from John 14: 1-S and Matthew 24: 31. 

Committee reports were pr esented as follows: 
Resolutions: "We, your -committee on Resolutions, do not have any 

resolutions to ol!er at this time as everything seems to be in order." 
MSC to adopt the report. 
ORDAINING COUNCIL: ' 'Rev. Joe Esther comes to our Association 

as pastor of Valdosta Freewlll BIIPtist Church. We recommend that he 
be accepted into our Association pending a letter or recom.rnJ!ndation 
from South Georgia Association." 

MS:: to adopt the report. 
CARD OF THANKS: "I move that we give White Hall Church a 

standing vote of thanks in appreciation or the Christlike welcome and 
hospitaUty and the wonderful dinner we all enjoyettf' 

MS:: to adopt the report. 
AnnoWlcements were made at this time and included the following: 
"Woman's Auxiliary Convention Workshop at Bemis~ Church Feb

ruary 7, 1969, at 7:30P.M. Study Course on Missions w(th Rev., Damon 
c. Dodd teaching." ~ 

"Bible Institute at Camp Mt. Bethel January 27-31, Frid~cy, January 31, 
wlll teature a SundBy School and CTS Workshop with Rev. Roger Reeds 
and Samuel Johnson. 

Rev. Lamar Parrish stated th.at he was not pastor lng any Church at 
this time and was available for service. 

An offering was received for the Cooperative Plan in the amount of 
$34.16. 

MSC to adjourn to meet with Pine Level Church April 19, 1969. Ben-. 
edictlon was pronounced b.y Rev. R. S. Hayes. 

J. a Mercer, Moderator 
Frank B. Dean, Clerk 

MINUTES OF THE LITTLE RIVER ASSOCIATION 

QUARTERLY MEETING APRIL 19. 1969 

The Quarterly Meeting was held at Pine Level Freewill BIIPtist Church 
Saturday I April 19, 1969, 

The mee~ was called to order at 9:30A.M. by the Moderator, Rev. 
Damon c. Dodd. The congregation sang "Tell It To Jesus" and "Leaning 
on the Everla~ Arm-s" . Rev. Dewey Fraley led in prayer alter which 
Rev. Riley Giddens brought the' devotional message from John 11: 25,26. 

Mlnisters and Deacons were recognized and directed In their respon
sibillcy as standing delegates. Visiting brethren and Corresponding Mes
serwers were recognized. 

Bro. M. M. Franks, Chairman o! the Cz:edentials Committee gave the 
partial report o! his committee, sta~ that reports had been received 
from 12 chur~hes with an oral report from Hahira Church with a promise 
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tx> submit a written report. 
MSC that the letters be recei-ved and the delegates seated. Churches ' 

and delegates were listed as follows: 
PINE LEVEL- Tom Carlton, LenPowell,LarrySpires, Curtls Powell, 

Dutch Paulk, Don Perry. 
TIFTON - Etta Mae Franks; Leatha Cook, Debbie Cook. ' 
HOMERVILLE - iona Dean, ~y Lou Meltoo, Virgil Melton, Jr. 
OZlAS --Fannie Kent, Elva Bak.er, Eva Cowart. 
SUNNY SIDE - Audie Willia,ms, Loraine McGovern, Mamie Mancil, 

Lema Williams. 
WHITE HALL - ,Benny Lairsey, Charles Gill, Betty Stewart, Mamie 

Bunch, Margaret Williams, Willie Williams. · 
VALDOSTA - Inez Esther, Mrs. John Ackerman, Mrs. H. A. Coody, 

Mrs. W. W. Selph, Rosa Selph, Ollie Cooper. 

COOL SPRINGS - Mrs. J. \V, Barksdale, Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Brannen, , 
Mr. and ~s. J, C. Weeks, Mrs. A. R. Chafin, Billie Jean Ross, Wilma 
Ross, Cardie Mclrvale. 1 

FORREST RILL . - Bobby Wiard, Linda Wiard, J. M. Sangster, Nellie 
Sangster, Selmon Bostic, Irene Bostic. 

BEMISS - ·Mrs. Dewey Fraley, Mrs. Riley Giddens. 
CORINTH - Mrs. Jane Sumner, Lorene Causey, Patsy Chambless, 

Mrs. M. M. Franks. 
ZION RILL - Mrs. J . B. Rice, Mrs. Ibsen Mercer, Annette Mercer. 
HAHIRA - Mrs • . D. F. Anderson, Mrs. A. D. 'Green, L. D. Wynn, · 

Troy Wynn, MJ:s. W. A. Addison. 

The Moderator made a few appropriate remarks after which he 
appointed these committees: 

RESOLUTIONS: C. M. Chafin, Jr. , Benny Lairsey, Virgil Melton, Jr., 
Mrs. Riley Giddens, Mrs. Frank Dean. 

FINANCE: F. B. Dean, Bobby Joe Ward, Audie J. Williams. 
Moderator ruled that all reports must be submitted in writing. 
MSC tx> receive and adopt the report from the Board of Trustees in 

which they gave· details of the sale of the Shady Grove Church property 
(or the price of $800,00 • (See r~rt sectim) 

At this time a recess was declared and the congregation was asked 
tx> reassemble for the mo[!llng worship at ll:·oo A.M. 

The worship service *ned with the singing of "I'm Going That 
Way.'' · Prayer by Rev. j,'\ B. Ri~. A group from Pine Level-Church 
gave 2 most enjoyable specia}.' ID:JDlbers.· The Moderatx>.r introduced 
Rev. Joe Esther, Valdo~ pastor, who brought a very touching mesage 
oo ~ Resurrection. · 

Following announcements, we were dismissed for the noon hour by 
Rev. Hubert Render soo. • · 

'Fhe afternoon sessioo was called tx> order at 1:30 P.M. with soog and 
prayer. Rev. Larry WiUiams brqht the devotional message. 

Moderator called for the various reports. (See report sectioo for 
these reports.) 

MSC tx> adopt the report of the Ordaining Council. 
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MSC tx> adopt the report of the Christian Eaucation Committee. 
-t.'(sc to adopt the report of the Resolutions Committee item by item. 
Rev. E. E. Kelly represented the State Office in the absence of Rev. 

Mance Cason. Report received as information. 
Announcements of coming revivals were made at this time follow

ing which an offering was received for the National Foreign,Mission 
Board's "Callathon." 

MSC to adjourn. Benediction by Rev. J, B. Mercer. 
Damon C.Dodd, Moderatx>r7 
Frank B • Dean, Clerk r 

REPOnT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE ~ 

The Resolutions Committee prayerfUlly presents the following recom-
mendations for action by the Body in sessioo today: I 

l. WHEREAS, several months ago a committee reported on the official 
Articles of Faith for the Association and their report was"lldopted by 
this Body, and _ . · 

WHEREAS, that report has been lost or misplaced and is not avail
able, for which reason the Articles of Faith were not included in the 1968 
Minutes, be it therefore RESOLVED. 

That this Associatioo o!ficial.ly adopt the Articles of Fait!} of the 
National Associatioo of Freewill Baptists as set forth in the 1962 
edition of the Treatise of Faith and Practice of the Original Free
will Baptists, with Article 3 to be revised as follows: · 

Christ: Christ is GOd manifest in the flesh, in His DiVine nature 
truly God, in His human nature truly man. The only be
gotten Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary. The Mediator 
betw,een God and man, once crucified, He is now risen and 
glorified, and is our ever-present Saviour and Lord. 

2. We recommend that the Moderator appoint a committee of three (3) 
to study and rewrite the Church Decorum as found in the Minutes of the 
Little River Association or 1968, and that this Committee submit its 
report as the annual session in October, 1969. 

3. We recommend that we extend tx> Pine Level Church our thanks for 
the hospitality shown to us during this day, by a standing vote of appre
ciation. 

SIGNED: 
C. M. Chafin, Jr., Chairman 
Mrs. Riley Giddens 
Mr's. Frank Dean 
Virgil G. Melton, Jr. 
Benny Lairsey 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
We, the Finance Commitree, submit the following report 
Received (rom the Churches ••••••••••••••••••• • •• $154.00 
0! this amowtt $67.00 was for Associational purposes and $87.00 
was for Associatiooal Missioos. 
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A special Foreign Missions offering !or "Call-A-Thon' ' was re
ceived in the amOtmt or $54.69. 

We recommend that the Association cootribute $45.31 to bring out 
Associational gift up to $100.00. 

SIGNED: 
Frank Dean, Chairman 
Bobby Joe Wiard 
Audie J. Williams 

ORDAINING COUNCIL REPORT: 
The Ordaining Council of Little River Association of Freewill Bap- . 

tists reco1Jl111ends that·the name of Herman E. Brooks be stricken !rorr 
the list of ordained ministers in good standing with said Association 
Wltil such time as his case is cleared by the Ordaining CoWlcil of said 
Association. • 

AIGNED: 
SIGNED: 
J. B. Rice, Jr. 
Larry E. Williams 
R. S. Hayes 
J. B. Mercer 
Everett Williams, Chairman 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The Board of Trustees of Little River Association of Freewill Bap

tists met at the Church property known as Shady Grove Freewill Bap
tist Church February 14, 1969. Rev. M. T. Goff met with the Board. 
A price or $800.00 was agreed on by all present. Mr. Gene Burke agreed 
to buy said property within ten days or two weeks. Mr. Burke failed to 
commWlicate further regarding the purchase. Two weeks later the sec
retary received a letter !rom Robert Lindsey stating that he wanted to 
buy the property and that Mr. Burke had backed out. Board Chairman, 
Frank Dean an(! Secretary, John Ackerman met Mr. Lindsey in Nash
ville, Georgia , on March 8, 1969. .1\greement was made regarding the 
·sale and Attorney Fred L.. Belcher drew up the deed. The fee was $10.00 
which was paid from flUlds the Association had made available to the 
Board. The remaining Bnjlrd members were notified of the transaction 
and all agreed to it. 

The transaction was o(llcially closed ~ March 14, 1969, at which 
time Frank Dean, Associationa¥l'I'easurer, received the check !or $800.00. 
This is considered closing action. 

1'fle Board of Trustees wishes to express appreciation to Rev. Goff 
for his assistance in this transaction. 

SIGNED: 
John Ackerman, 
Secretary - Treasurer 
Board or Trustees 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
The Board of Christian Education met March 8, 1969 with all the 

members or the Board present. Rev. J. B. Rice, Jr., was elected chair
man and Buddy Hartsfield was named secretary -treasurer. MSC that 
J.B. Rice, Jr., and J. W. Selph plan the program !or the Teach and Train 
Rally. MSC to accept the invitation of Corinth Church tn be the hostess 
Church. MSC to hold the Rally on May 17, 1969, beginning at 9:30 A.M. 

SIGNED: 
J. B. Rice, Chairman 
Buddy Hartsfield, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF LITTLE RIVER ASSOCIATION OF 

FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCHES / 

QUARTERLY MEETING 

JULY 26, 1969 

The Quarterly Meeting of Little River Association met Saturday, 
July 26, 1969, at Corinth Church, Brookfield, Georgia. The pr~am 
theme was "What Manner or Persons Ought We tn Be?" with the 
scrU>ture taken !rom ll Peter 3:ll. . 

The JJteeting was called to order by the Moderator, nmton C. Dodd. 
After congregational singing, prayer was offered by Rev. R. S. Hayes. 
Rev. Ruwel Walker brought the devotional message !rom the program 

theme, using as a subject, "What Manner or Persons Ought We tn be 
in the Rome?'; 

The Moderator declared the session inorder for the transaction of 
business. The standing delegates were reminded of their duties by 
the reading of that portion of the Constitution pertaining to the com
position of this Association. 

The Credentials Committee Report was given as follows: 
TIFTON: Mrs. Jane Walker, Nancy Walker, JohnS. Mason, Mr. and Mrs. 

Lawrence Branch. 
VALDOSTA: No delegates listed in the letter 
COOL SPRINGS: Mrs. W. J. Barksdale, N. C. Brannen, Vallie Chafin, 

Vera Chafin, Mrs. v. R. Mcinvale, Yvonne Weeks, Mr. and Mrs. Jlm 
Watkins, J. C. Weeks, Grover Newsome. 

CORINTH: Dianne Wisham, Jerry Wisham, Rennie Sumner, Frances 
Williams, Betty Chambless, Patsy Chambless, Mrs. M. M. Franks, 
Mrs. Maxine Franks, Joan Chambless, PaUie Cooper, Marvin Luke, 
Rosa Lee Luke. 

BEMISS: Mrs. Ray Beooett, Mrs. Riley Giddens. 
FRIENDSHIP: Mrs. J. T. Ross, Mrs. Billy Gene Ross. 
HAHIRA: L: D. Wynn, Ronald Coppage, Mary Alice Thomason, Dorothy 

Greene, Rqrer Splllars, Mandy Coppage, Faye Spillars, Sue Anderson, 
Jewell Parish, Mrs. D. A. AdJson. 
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.. . HOMERVILLE: Mrs. Virgil Mel1on, Sr., Virgil Meltm, Jr., Ron~ 
Wallace, Mrs. Damon c. Dodd, Mrs. Thursie Wood, Mrs. Frank Dean • 

FOREST HILL: Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Sangster, Mr. and Mrs, Selmon 
Bostic, Mr. and Mrs. George Crowley. 

OZIAS: Mrs. Eva Cowart, Mrs. Fannie Kent, Mrs. Shirley Matthews. 
SUNNYSIDE~ Mrs. Annie Douglas, Mrs. Thelma Hulburt, Mrs. Dellah 

Flancher: Mrs. Leooa Williams, Mrs. Willie Mae Clement. ' 
WHITE HALL: No delegates listed in the lett:'/r· 
ZION HILL: Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Arnold, Ahnette Mercer, Nella Bess 

Arnold. 
MSC that the Credentials Committee report be adopted and the de

legates seated. 
The Moderator appointed the following committses: 

RESOLUTIONS-Rev. J. B. Mercer, Chairman, Rev. R, S. Hayes, Rev. 
Ronald Wallace, John Ackerman, Rev. Everett Williams. 

FINANCE-Frank B. Dean, Rev. w. J. Barksdale, J. C. Arnold. 
The Crusaders Quartette from the FreewiU Baptist College, NashviUe, 

TeMessee, was present and rendered four number in song. Following 
thls the Moderator emphasized the importance of the College and urged 
all-out support by all the Churches in the Association. Dave Chamber
lain, representing the Public Relatioos Department of the College, 
spoke Curtner along these lines, following which the Quartette sang 
several more numbers and gave personal testimonies, 

The morning worship servicewasincharge or the Assistant Moderatxlr, 
~v. J. B. Mercer, Following a congregatiooal song, a special offering 

.was received for the College in the amount o!$72,27, Prayer was of
. Cered by Rev. Rlley Giddens. 

The message was delivered by Rev. Damon c. Dodd, from the subject, 
''What Manner or Pe~s Ought We to be in our Churches?'' He 
closed wlth prayer tor the spiritual needs of God's people everywhere. 

Rev. Larry WUUams ltd in ~ closing hYmn and made announcements 
concerning the noon meal.,. John Ackerman gave the benediction, 

The afternoon sesaion was opened · with coogregatiooal singing led 
by• L. D. Wynn. Rev. L. J, Chambless gave the devotional message 
on " What Manner ot Persons Ought We tD be in our Social Lives'?" 

Committee reports were called for. ( See reports sectioo for each 
oi these reports.) 

Final r eport or the Credentials Committee. MSC to adopt. 
Finance Committse. MSC to adopt. 
Resolutions Committee. MSC 1o adopt. 

Since tbe Rev. J. B. Rice CamUy was moving to Lockhart. S. c., to 
take up tull-Ume work, the Moderator suaested a farewell handshake 
for them from all present. Bro. Wynn led in slnrtng as we gave this 
farewell tD the Rice famtly. , 

Announcements wee called for and several were aiven. MSC tD 
adjourn, BenecUctioo waagiven by Rev. Everett W111Jams. 

L 
Damon C. Dodd, Moderator 
Frank B. Dean, Clerk 
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RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT . 
L. We recommend that this Association give $500.00 to the Develop

ment Fund of Freewill Baptist College. 
2. We recommend that a plaque be purchaled and sent to the J. B. 

Rice ·family with the following inscription: • 'The Rice Family: In 
appreciation for time , devotion, and untiring energy spent ln promoting 
the District and Stare Associations. , Little RivF Association or 
Freewill Baptists. 

3, We recommend that available funds in the Association 'treasury be 
used tor financial relief of lock! churches as justified before this Body. 

4. We recommend that we express our appreciation txl Corinth Church 
for their Christian hospitality to this Body shown here today, by a 
standing vote of thanks. 

SIGNED: 
J. B. Mercer 
R, S. Hayes 
Ronald Wallace 
John Ackerman 
Everett Wllllams 

FINANCE COMMITI'EE REPORT 
Balance in Treasury •••.• • • •• ••••• •• • ••• •• ••• •• •••• $977.21 
Special Offering for College ••••• •••••• • . • • .•. •••••••• •• 72.27 
Quarrerly Meeting Fund ....... . ................ . .. ... 83.00 
Associational Missions. . • • •••.••• • •• •• •••• • • .•• •••• 51.00 

TOTAL. .••...•.....•••••.•. • $1,183.48 
PAID OUT 
Freewill Baptist College •••• • ••••. •• •... •• ••• . ••.• $500.00 
Assoclational Missions •••••••••• . ..••.••• •• ••••• • • 51.00 
Freewill Baptist College (Orterlng). • • • • •••••••••••• ••• 72.27 

TOTAL .......•...... , . $623.27 
BALANCE IN TREASURY TODAY ••...•........•...••• $560.21 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

L. We believe that a gospel church, or Church or Christ, is a cCilgl'e
gation ot Christians constituted and governed according to the rules laid 
sown in the New Testament. 

2. That fhese rules require churches to preserve the form of govern
ment and ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed 
of baptised believer s of Christ. 

3. That the vislble church Is the agregate or whole number ot gospel 
churches, and that the invisible church ls composed or the redeemed 
now in heaven and such Christians oo earth as are attached to the visible 
church according to goepel rules. 

4. That the esl.ablishment of a central government over the visible 
" church, or any part thereof, Is a device or earthy ambltim, reNlllllt 

to the Word or God, suberservieot tD the churches and dangerous to the 
~~of~. · ~ 
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5. That gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribu
nals authorized by the Scriptures; and that each church has unrestricted 
right to administer its own government without supervision or inter
ference, being Wlder Christ essentially, independt!il t and absolute, and if 
this right be surrendered to SuPer intending jurisdiction by delegates or 
otherwise, the assembly ceases to be a Gospel Church. 

6. That churcbes may , nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates, 
form an. association ·and declare the terms upon which they will keep up 
the correspondence; but that·the right and authoricyof churches being in
alienable, are in no way compromised or hindered by entering into an 
association, and therefore an association has no authority over churches 
or lndividuais, their only power being to transact business which does' 
not' pertain to churches Jn their ecclesiastical c~city, to promote nat
ural intercourses, and a concentration of voluntary effort, and to give that 
advice to churches which might equal autority given by an individual. 

7, That the authority of the churches is designated Cor the perpetu
ation or the true and orderly bodies or Christians on earth, that is fully 
suClicient for the purpose intended, but that does not extend to persons, 
property or the consciences of men in any manner whatsoeve-r. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Chris t 
and obedience to the Gospel: faith in Christ necessarily exists in con
nection with -the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that 
to prescrive any other requisite for such member ship is an assumption 
of authority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel 
plan. 

9. That the officers of a church are elder and deacons: that the elders 
are called bishops or pastors and all or the elders are equal in rank 
though they may perform different functions -since some may be bishops 
or pastors of particular churches, while others may be simple elders, 
having no pastoral charge. 

10. That the 'authority of a minist:et of the Gospel extends to teaching, 
. exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts 
that belong to Ute auUtority of the Church such as the receptioo of mem
bers inlx> the church COf'tP8Ct, or the e.xpulsion or offenders; that as a 
member or the church, he is not more than any other member, and if 
he is guilty of transgressioo he' is to be brought to trial before his bre
thrto and convic1ed or acquj.tted in the ·same manner as if he were a 
private person; yet we think it purdent to.call in advisory help especially 
if ltle minister is to be tried u..o•>ll a :l!:uge of beresy. 

U. That Christian Baptism is the immersion of the believer in water 
in the name or the Father and or the Son and of tbe Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's supper and Washing ar the Saint's Feet are ordi
nances to be obse.rved in the church until the Lord comes. 

13. That Elder s and Deacons must be set apcu:t in tneir office or ordi
nation by the .imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, 
without W!Uch they are not authorized to administer the ordinances 
pertaining to their offices. 

14. No licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of one or 
mor.~ i~h.Jr.:hes. 

. _, 
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SUGGESTED CHURCH DECORUM 
Local Freewill Baptist Churches are autonomous as relates to gov

ernment a1d tbe regulation of internal affairs, betfw free !rom any 
jurisdictional or legislative authority of any bigber ecclesiastical 
body. Therefore, the following staestims are notfDg more than guide
lines, inasmuch as the Little River Association of Freewill Baptists 
has nor desires no final powers to enforce any rule or regulation in th 
local Chur•!hes. ,. 

It is strongly recommended that each locai Church adopt a Consti
tution by which it shall be governed and 11:1der which the program shall 
be operated. 

1. Churches may choose their pastors at any time And in any maruMr 
that they see fit, provided that they do not violate Ol"din;lrY Baptistic 
principles and usages. The dulies and responsibilites . of pastors shall 
be determined and assigned by the Church in cOO!erence with the pastor 
elect. 

2. The churches may elect deacons in a manner deemed advisable by 
the local situation. Their U!nure of office and their duties and respon
sibilities shall be determined by the Church which they shall serve. 

3. TI1e Churches may elect as many Mficers as they deem nec
essary to properly conduct their affairs. Tenure of office and res
ponsibilities and duties of all outcers shall be determined by the loeal 
Church: 

4. Church Conferences may be held at the discretion of the local 
Churches as to frequency and agenda. 

4. Church~s may discipline their members accordillg to regulations 
and rules adopted by the local Churches as long as they are not in cm
Qict with those rules and regulations adopted by the National Associa
tion of Freewill Baptists and those of the Little River Association of 
Freewill Baptists. Aey memoor who has been disciplined has the right 
to appeal to the next higher body of the Freewill Baptist organization • 
Churches deliberately violating tl1e rights of members shall be subject 
to the action of the Little River Association in withdrawing fellowship 
from them. 

6. The manner of receiving members into the local Churches shall 
be determined by each local congregatim. It is understood in this con
nection that prospective members hall give proper evidence or having 
been born again ~d shall be baptized by immersion in the Name of the 
Holy Trinity. 

7. Local Churches are advised to observe the basic parliamentary 
rules and usages when conducting Church conferences. 

8. The frequency of the observances of the Gospel Ordinances shall 
be determined by the local Churches. 

9. It is Wlderstood that the Churches are not to adopt rules or regu
lations repugnant or contrary to the Constitution and By-laws of the 
Little River Association nor to engage in any practices nor preach 
any doctrines in violation or the Treatise of Faith and Practices of the, 
National Association of Freewill Blij)tist. Local Churches not con!orm
ing to this article are liable to reprimand and/or the action ar the 
Association withdrawing fellowship !rom them. 
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SUGGESTED FORM FOR A CONSTITUTION 

FO~ A LOCAL CHURCH . 

This is a simple basic outline for a constitution for a local Church. 
Specific statements and provisions are to be determined by the neeas 
and wishes of tlle local Church. 

PRF.A.MSLE 
l Name 
ll Purpose 
ITL M~mhocship , 

Section 1. Members received on profession of faith and mode of 
baptism. 1 

Section 2. Reception of members coming from otller churches 
Section 3. Dismissal or transfer of members in good standing 

Section 4. Exclusion or expulsioo of meml~··s 
IV. Officers, Tenure, Duties 

Section I. Pastor 
Section 2. Clerk 
Section 3. Treasurer 
Section 4. Board of Deacons 
Secti_g~ 5. Board of Trustees 
Othet sections may be added for atlditional officers as needed 

\ '. A11Xiliaries or tlle Church 
Section L Sunday School 
Section 2. Church Trainlqg Service 
Section 3. Woman's Auxiliary 
Section 4. Master's Men 

\'l .Finance 
Section 1. Tithes and Offerings 
Section 2. Special Offerings 

· vn. Mt.~tings of the Church 
Section L Regular services of worship 
Section 2. Church Conf~ences 
Secti00'3. Observing the Ordinaqces of the gospel 
Section 4. Annual Homec~mirii or Anniversary service 
Section 5. Revival meetings/ 
~ction 6. Special Servfces 

IX. Committees and Boards Qr needed) 
X, Election ol Officer s 
XL Alt..?n~!oos or Amdenments. 

CHURCH COVENANT 
Having given ourselves- to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted tb~ 

Word of God a s our rule or faith and practice, we now give ourselves 
to one another by the will or God in this solemn coovenant. 

We promise by Ris grace to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid 
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all appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholY 
conformity to tlle world, !rom all sanction or the use and sale of intx>xi
cating beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight of all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the 
study of the Scriptures, .secret prayer, family d-rv.otions, and social 
worship; and by self-denial, faith, and good works endeavor to "grow 
in gr ace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savious Jesus Christ." 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church 
confcrj:lllces, public worship, and the observance .Or the ordinances or the 
Gospel , nor fail to pay according to our ability Cor the support oC the 
church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and r epro:J.f with meekness 
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to ' keep ~ unity of 
tlle Spirit" in the bonds of peace, to be careful or another'~ happiness 
and r eputation, an!l seeJLto strengthen the weak, encourage the a!fl.icted, 
admonish tlle erring, and as far as we are able, promote the success of the 
Church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principles sacred and Christian 
obligations and enterprises supreme, counting it our chief business in 
life to extend tlle influence or Christ in society, constantlY praying and 
toiling tllat the Kingdom of God may come, and Tlis will be done 0!1 earth 
as it is in heaven. 

To thi"S end we agree to labor for tlle promotion or the educational and 
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of 
Sunday schools and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of tlle world. 
"And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame
less unto tlle ~oming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

ASSOCI A TIONAL DECORUM 
1. At the m~ting or each session o! the Association tlle officers o! the 

preceeding session shall preside until the successor s shall be known. 
2. At each session and previous tx> proceeding to business the names 

of the ministers and delegates shall be called. 
3. At the close of each session the entire proceedings shall be read 

Cor correction and approval. 
4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address tlle Moderator. 

He shall confine himself to tlle question under consideration and avoid 
personalities. 

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject witllout per
mission from the body. 

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion. 
7. When a question in under discussion no motion or proposition shall 

be r eceived-except to adjourn, to lay on tlle table, to amend or postpone 
indefinitelY, which several motions shall be preferred in the order in 
which they are stated. 

8. Nominations shall be made by tlle Moderator of tlle Association or 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. After a motion has been decided any member having voted in the 
affirmative may move Cor a reconsideration. 

27 



,c . 

10. No ·member shall absent himSelf during the session without per
mission (rom the presiding o!Cicer, and none shall take !ina! leave. 

12. This Decorum may be amended at any sessloo or the Assocl.atiolr 
by a rruU<>ril;)• voU!. 

13. -A. In the matter or licensing minisU!rs, the local church o! whi<;h 
the individual Is a member and be!ore whom he relates his experience 
o! a divine call to the ministry, shall be, and hereby is authorized to 
grant a license to said individual . to preach the Gospel for one year. 
Each church shall report to the association on the letter to thJ annual 
session the names or all ·licensed ministers holding membership in 
said church. 

13-B. The Hsensee shall b~ answerable to the church granting him his 
authority and shall be subject to the discipline and actions o! said body 
in relation to his standing as a licensed minister. I~is understood that 
the church shall in no wise interfere with the licensee unless it has 
good and sound reason for so do~. In case of disciplinary action the 
procedure shall be the same as that used dealing with an individual .:n 
the church who is found walking in a disorderly manner. 

13-C. Churches desiring the ordination or a minister shall request o! , 
the ordainirlg council or the association that the individual be examined 

by the councU according/to the procedure of tbe councn. If found quali
fied, his ordinafion shall be authorized. It is understood in this con
nection that the wishes or the individual regarding the time and place or 
his actual ordination service be honored where feasible, 

It is earnestly requested that no church ask for the ordination to the 
ministry of any man who bas been divorced and remarried and In the 
process has more than one living compai!lion whith whom he has ever 
contracted marriage. · 

13-D. Ordained ministers coming from another Denomination to the 
Little River ·Association of Free Will Baptist shall appear before the 
or~ council for examination concerning the doctrines andpractices 
of Free " wm Ba.ptists. If found qualified, they shall be granted a license 
to preach under the watch-care of the association for one year. At the 
end of a year, lf the ordaining councU feels that they have proved them
selves, they shall be issued ordination credentials by the Little 
River Association and shall have all the r.lghts and privileges which 
pertain to any regularly ordained Free Will Baptist Minister. Licensed 
ministers coming from another denomination to this association shall 
come under the same requirements ·Cor license as any other minister 

·and shall request their licenses from the Local Free Will Baptist 
Church or which they are a membor. 

13-E. Ordained FreeWw Baptist ministers who are in good standing 
with another Association amJ.lated with the National Association of 
Freewill Baptists, des~ to/ become a member or the Little River 
Association shall ftrst atflllate with a Church in good stan~·with 
Little River Association. They shall then submit a letter ot recom
meft'dation from the Association to which they formerlY belonged to the 
~ Council or this Aseoclatim. ~Their acceptance into LlUle 
Rlyer Associatioo shall be contl!went upon the approval or the Or-
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daining Council' s recommendation to the Little River Associatim in 
regular sessim. . 

13-F. We finally recommend that each and every former actim 
taken by Little Ri .. er Association bearing on licensed and ordained 

.ministers, be, and hereby is abrogated, and that these foregoing rules 
and regulations comprise the rules and regulatioos of the Little River 
Association in these regards. 

14. Any church that shall tolerate Unknown Tongues in their church 
shall be regarded as encouraging heresy, and shall be dealt with for 
such. Also any church, or pastor allowing preac~ of such that is, 
sinless perfection, as a second work or grace, to occupy their pulpit, 
shall be dealth with Cor encouraging heresy. r 

ARTICLES OF FAIJH 

1. THE BmLE. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were 
given by inspiration or God, and are our infallibl~ rule of Caith and 
practice. (1] Timothy 3:16; II Peter l:IS-?.1) 

-z. GOD. There is one living and true God, revealed in n)trure as the 
Creator, Preserver, <!!!d Righteous Governor ·of the 'Universe; and in 

the Sc-dpt:ures as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; yet as one God, in
finitelY wis·~ :<:1J good, whom all intelligent creatures are supre
mely to love. adore. and obey. (Deuteronomy 6:4; I Corinthians 8:4) 

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh, and His divine na
ture truly in God. in His human nature truly man. The only begotton Son 
of God, Fie was born of the Virgin Mary. The Med!.ator between G!><i 
and man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified, and is our 
ever-present Saviour and Lord ( Isaiah 7:14; John 1: 1- 14, I Timothy 
2:5) 

4. TH.I:: HOLY SPIRIT: The Holy Spirit is the third person of the 
Trinity and jlS such the scriptures assign to Him all the attributes 
of God. (John 16: 7-15, I John 5-7) 

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. God exercises a wise and bene
volent 9rovidence over all beings and all things by maintaining the 
constitution and laws of nature. He also performs special acts not 
otherwise provided for, as the highest welfare of men requires. (Acts 
17:28; Matthew 10:30: Eohesians l:ll: Psalm 22:2~). 

6. THE StNF1J~ OF MEN. Man was created innocent, but by 
disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity 
therefore inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come 
to years 'or accountability, sin and become guilty before God. (Genesis 
1:26, 27; Psalm 51:5; Ephesiana 2:3; Romans 5:12) 

7. THE WORKS OF CHRIST. The Son ot God by His incarnation, life, 
sufferings , death, and resurrection effected for all a redemptiol} 
from sin that is Cull and free, and is the ground ot salvatioo by faith. 
(John 1:14; I John 2:2; John 3:16; Romans 3:25, 26) 

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The conditions of salvation are: 

29 



c • (a) Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty reununclation 
of it. (Acts 2:38• Ephesians 2:8,9) (b) Faith or the unreserved com
mital of one's self· to Christ as Saviour and Lord with purpose to 
love and obey Rim in all thiilgs. ~umans 12:1,2) In the exercise of 
saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5), Creed 
from the dO!Dinion or sin <Romans· 6:1-ll}, and becomes a child or God , 
(Romans 8:14- 17} (C) Continuance in faith and obedience WlW death. 
(Re~elation 2:10.) 1 

9. ELECTION. God determiflcd from the 
1
beginning to save all who 

should comply with the conditions of salvation. Renee by faith in Christ 
men become His elect. (Ephesians 1:3-5; Romans 9:11) 

10. FREEDOM OF rHE WILL . The human will is free and self
controlled, having power to yield to the in!luence of the truth and the 
Spirit, or to resist them and perish (Joshua 24:l5; Mark 16:15, 16) 

11. SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel 
invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whoseover will may 
comlo' a1d take of the water or life Creely, (Isaiah 45:22; I Timothy 
2:4: Ezekiel 33:11; Revelation 22:17) 

12. PERSEVERANCE. AD believers in Christ who through grace 
presevere in ltoliness to the end of life , have promise of eternal 
salvation • (Romans 8:38,39; I Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 6:4- 6) 

13. GCSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptism or the immersion ofbelievers 
in water in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit <Matthew 
28:19) and the Lord's Supper 0 Goriilthians 11:27-29) are ordinances to 
be perpetuated under the Gospel. 

Feet Washing, an oi<linance teaching humility of tmiversal obliga
tion, is to.be ministered to all true believers. (John 13: 5-17) 

14. TITHING. God com maiMs tithes and offerings in the Old Testamenl 
' \talachi 3: 8-10) Jesus Christ endorsed them in the Gospel (M.atthew 
23:23) and the Apostle Paul said, "Upon the first day of the week let 
eve~one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him.'' 
(I Corinthians 16:2) 

15. THE CHRISI'IAN SABBAT~ The divine law requires that one 
da): in seven be set apart from secular employments and amusements 
for rest, worship, holy works, and activities, and Cor personal com
munion with God. (Acts 2:1; 20:7; L~ke 24: 1-6; ,E*odus 20:8-ll) 

16. RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT, AND FINAL RETRIBUTION. The 
s criptures teach the resurrection of all men at the last day. They that 
have done good will come forth to the resurrection of life, and they have 
done evH to the resurrection of damnation. (John 5:28-29) then the wicked 
will "go away into eternal pWlishment, but \he righteous into eternal 
liCe. <Matthew 25:46) 
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CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE l NAME 
This Association shall be called the Litfte River Association of 

Freewin Baptists and shall be composed of such regularly organized 
and well disciplined churches as may embody themselves under this 
constitution. I 

ARTICLE IL COMPOSITION AND DELEGATES 
Section L This AsSQ£j.ation shall be composed -of the general officers 

oC the Association, duly elected delegates from the churches comprising 
the Association, all ordained and licensed minisrers, all ordained deacons, 
and missionaries who are in good standing with a church belooging to this 
Association. 

Section 2. Local churches shall be allowed one (1) delegate for each ten 
00) members of fraction thereof. 

ARTICLE nL MEETINGS 
The sessions of this Association shall be held quarterly in January, 

April, July, and October, on Saturday following the second Sunday of 
these months, the place of meeting to be determined by vote of ~e 
Association, at wltich times it shall be the duty of the churches of which 
the Association is composed to represent by letter and delegates and 
report their condition and statistics. using the Uniform Report Forms 
as provided by the Association. The October meeting shall be con
sidered the Annual Session of the Association. 

ARTICLE IV. INDEPENDENCE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 
Each church in this Association shall be considered an independent 

body and shall control its own internal affairs, ha~ unrestricted 
rights to administer its own government without interlerence £rom a 
higher body, being under Christ essentially Cree and independent. 

ARTICLE V. A.SSO: lATIONAL REPLATIONSIUP TO LOCAL CHURCHES 
The Little River Association shall be considered as advisory body 

whose duty is to meet quarterly at such places as may be determined 
according to Article m of this constitution, and not to adjourn formally 
tmtil all pertinent matters are disposed oC. While in session its fwlction 
shall be to examine all questions of interest to the Association and to 
use its best in!luence to promote Christian and benevolent means and 
in~tutions such as Sunday Schools, Church Training Service, Woman's 
Auxiliaries, Masrer's Men, and Missioos. 

ARTICLE VL OFFICERS 
The officers of this Association shall be Model·ator, AssiStant 

Moderator. Clerk-~asurer, and Assistant Clerk-Treasurer, each of 
..,.whom shall be elected at the close of the October session annually. 

Individuals may not be elected to any of these offices for more than two 
(2) consecutive mrms. : 
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:\RTICLE \ll PHO<:t:Dl'HE FllH .:•li\1\l; f ·Jt·:·ASS(,X'tATJO:>: 
Churches desiring to ~come ml'm!x>r or Otis :\ssociation shall submit 

a petitionary lettrt· to tht' A~sol'iation :1t :\ll.•· ,,r its St'SSions, containing 
the date and plaN or organization, tltt' n:t.'11l' of tlte pastor and a list oC 
all elected oiTirers. numh,•r or mcm~rs, and tim~ :~Jtd plar~ or regular 
mcetings. They must n •nr1wm to thl.' doctrinrs and prac(ires of the 
L>enomination as set forth in till' Treatise or Faith and Practice of tJlC 
~ational Assodaoon of F'rC'l'WiU Raptists. 

Thc .~ssociation reserws the right to send its Executive Committee 
to investigate an~ applirant for membership if it deems necessary and 
to sub:il'qUI.'•t~· a1·t un the report of said Executive Committee before 
approval for ml.'m'.>Crship be<'omes final. 

.~RTKLE \lll FLX . .\\r t:: 
It is sw;gesu.>d thar earh C'hurch <'Omprisi.ng this Association send an 

arni)Wit equal to tw~nts-five cents (25C) per member for Associalional 
expenses. The churrhl'S are further urged to support Associational 
missions, cl}ur<'h extension, and other local and Denominational min- , 
istries with o(ferings over and above their regular gifts for Association-
at eXpenses. 1 

~C'ial o(ferings m~y :>·! received at any of the sessions or the Asso
ciation as the need arises. 

ARTICLE IX. COMMITTEES, BOARDS, COUNCILS. 
Section L Committees may be chosen for any particular function at 

any session of the Association as the need arises. Unless' otherwise 
specified, these committees shall 'Je appointed 'by the Moderator. · 

Sertion :!. standing committees may be set up by the Association as 
the need..arises and wtless otherwise specified these committees shall 
be appointed by the Moderator. 

Section 3. Standing Boards of the Association shall be the Missions 
Board. Recreation Board. Board of Trustees, and The Christian Ed
uration Board. These Boards shall consist or five (5) members each. 
~tembersbip on these Boards shall be for a term of five (5) years, 
with election annually for the five-year term. Vacancies on any of 
these Boards may be filled at any regular session or the Assoc.iatioo 
for the unexpierea rerm/terms. 

Section 4 . This Association shall maintain an Ordai11 ing Council 
composed or five (5) ordained ministers who are in good standing 
with the Associatioo. ~mbers shall serve for a five (5) year term 
with election annually for \he five year term. Vacancies occ~ oo 
this COuncil may be filled' at ap regular session of the Association 
ror tbe unexpired term/terms. • . 

It shall be the duty of tl1e ordaining Council to examine each person 
for \lihom ordination to the Gospel Ministry is requested in the proper 
manner by the church of which he is a member, as to his moral, doc
trinal, and educational qualifications, and hls willingness to cooperate· 
wittrthe !unctions and programs of this Ass:>ciation. 

After having examined the candidate the Council shall report its 
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findings to the Association, along with an appr~riate recommendatioo 
in each case, to be voted on by the A'ssociation. 

ARTICL.E X. ALTERATIONS OR AMENDMENTS 
This constitution may be altered or amended by the Associatioo at 

any of its regular sessions by a two-thirds (J./3) vote of the members 
present and voting, provided that notice of intended alteratioos or 
amendments be presented in writing and filed with the Clerk of the 
Association at a previous regular session. 

BY- LAWS 

SECTION I. Duties of Officer 
I 

MODERATOR .•. The duties of the Moderator shall inclll<IE. presiding 
at all the meetings of the Association, appointing such corruruttees as a 
are created without provision for their selectidn, serve as ex-<J[ficio 
member of the Executive Committee, and in general to fulfill whatever 
responsibilities may be commensurate with his office or are dele
gated to him by the body. 

Assistant Moderator ••. The duties of the Assistant Moderator shall 
include presiding at the meetings in the absence of th~ Moderator or at 
his request, and assisting him in such ways as may be necessa_n:. 

CLERK'-TREASURER ... Tne duties of the Clerk - Treasurer shall 
include pNparatioo of the niinutes of all meetings oC this Association 
and the handling of such official correspondence for the Association 
as he may ~ directed, and to serve as Ex-Officio member or the 
Executive Committee. 

He shall receive and record all !wtds of the Associatioo and expend 
the same wtder the direction of the Association. 

Assistant Clerk - Treasurer ... The duties of the Assistant Clerk
Treasurer shall be to assist the Clerk- Treasurer. 

SECTION 2. Standq Committees, Boards, and Councils. 
The Executive Committee shall consist o! five (5) members, each of 

whom shall be elected !or a term of five years. Election shall be !or 
the five year term. In additioo to these five, the Moderator and the 
Clerk-Treasurer ~. by virtue or their offices, be members ci the 
Executive Committee. 

SECTION 3. 
The Executive Committee shall act for the Associatioo on the matters 

pertaining to its interests which may arise between regular sessioos 
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of the Association and which by their natllre require immediate at-. 
tention. Such actions shall be subject to the fmal approval of the As
sociation at its next regular session, and consequently must be r<!
ported in full to the Associatioo in regular sessioo. 

SECTION 4. 
The Credentials Committee shall consist of three (3) members 

elected annually by the Associatioo. This Committee shall receive all 
church letters at the opening session of each Associational meeting 
and sball immedtate]y submit to the Association a complete list or 
elected delegates . Crom the churches in good standing with the As
sociation. 0 

The Committee shall submit a digest or the statistics reported in 
the church letters at the final business session of each annual ses
sion of the Association. 

Matters r~garding the ineligibility of any church shall be reported 
by the Committee to the Association and final action shall be taken 
by the Association ln regular session. 

SECT£0N 5. 
The Missions Board shall consist of five (5) members as stipulated 

in Article IX, Section 3 of the Constitution. This Board shall receive 
monies designated for A:ssociational missions, maintain an accurate 
record of all gifts, and· pay out Cunds under the direction of the As- · 
sociation. 

This Board shall encourage Church Extension and give help and as
sistance'to the weaker churches in this Association. It shall also seek to 
keep the' people Wormed on the programs and plans in these areas of 
operation. 

section 6. 
'The Board of Trustees shall consist offive(S) members as set forth i'l 

Article ~ Sectioo 3 oC this constitution. 
This Board o{ Trustees shall, in the name and in behalf or. the Little 

River Assoctatioo or Freewll BaPttsts, receive and hold title to any and 
all Rw property of said Association. 

This Board shaH also have the power to receive by grant, gift, bequest 
or otherwise, property re:at :>r otherwise, !or and in the name or Little 
River Assoclatioo or Freewill Baptists. 

This Board shall bave 'ho authority to .buy, sell, rent, lease, mort
gage, or in any othe~ Wise, ,{nclimber the property or properties or 
said Association Without the official consent of the Association. 

'11rls Board shall represent Little River Associatioo of Freewill 
Baptists ln all legal transactioos involYing pr~rties or this As
sociation and shall act in strict observance of the wishes and demands 
of the Association as expressed by majority vote or the Association in 
regular or offlcl.ally called sessloo. 
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SECTION 7. 
7

The Recreation Board shall consist or five (5) members as set forth 
in Article IX, Section 3 of ihe constitution. 

This Board shall be responsible for planning and scheduling the Asso
ciationally sponsored events to be held at the Association's Recreation 
area. The Board shall also serve as a clearing committee for events 
to be beld at the area by the local churches or their Auxiliaries. 

The Board of Recreation shall set up rules governing the use or 
the Area and a code of conduct to be observed by tQOSe using the Area. 

SEX:TION 8. 
The Board of Christian Education shall cons~ of five (5) me.mbers 

as set forth in Article IX, Section 3 of the constitution. 
This Board shall be, and hereby is, authorized to plan and promote 

annually within the bounds of the Little Ri· .. er Association a Teach a.'ld 
Train Rally, incorporating into said Rally the interes\'5 and programs 
of the Sunday Schools and Church Training Services within~ Associa
tion. They shall designate one or more of their num~r to preside at 
the Rallies and shall be- responsible for arranging the programs, the 
place and date of the Rallies, and the method of financing. 

They shall submit an annual report of their work at the October ses
sion of the Association. 

SECT£0N 9. 
The Ordaining Council's composition, functions, and authority shall be 

those set forth Wider Article IX, Section 4, or the constitution. 
0 

. . 
SECTION 10. 

The District Woman's Auxiliary Convention and the Teach and Train 
Rally shall be recognized as subsidiary organizations ofthe Little Rtve1o 
Association. 1 

The Woman's Auxiliary Conventioo shall organize at its cliscretioo and 
have powe.r to adopt its own constitution and by laws and maintain com
plete management of the work (or whlch it is constituted. The Woman's 
Auxiliary Convention shall report its accomplishments and financial op
eration to the Association annl,lally at the October session. 

The Teach and Train Rally shall be !Dlder the control of the Board of 
Christian Education and as such shall have the power to adopt its own 
constitution and by laws. Reports of this Teach and Train Rally shall 
be according to section ~ of these by laws. 

SECTION ll. 
Two - fifths (2/5) of the churches comprl.sing this Association shall 

constitute a quorum for any meeting or this ooey or its Auxiliaries. 

SECTION 12, 
The Moder,ator shall receive an honorarium of fiteen dollars ($15.00) 

and the Clerk. shall receive an honorarium of twenty-five dollars (2SoOO)t 
annually. 
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