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Proceedings of the 1\Iartlu United Association. 
---"0·---

FRIDAY MORNING. 
The Sixteenth Annual Session of the Martin.United 

Free Wilf Baptist Association was held with Cedar 
Springs Church, Early county, Ga., on Oct. 24th and 
25th, Friday morning at 11 o'clock. An introductory 
serson was preached by Rev. E. A. D.rake; concluded by 
Re\'. M.A. Sheffield. Text: Luke 15th chap. 31st verse; 
1 Cor., latter clause of 22nd and all of23rd verses. 
And he said unt'O· him") "Son thou art ever with me, and 

"all that I ha\·e is thine, or things to come a ll are yours, 
a nd ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." 

Adjourned for dinner to meet again at 2 o'clock, p.m. 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

Prompth· at 2 o'clock the body wascaJied to orderl>y 
former M.~erator C: :c. Martin. Prayer was offereu 
by J. I. Hill . 

Organized pe~ancnily by electing C. C. Martin, 
Moderator; J. I. Hill, AssistanfModerator, and T. A. 
Drake, ·Clerk. 

Called for corresponding letters from the various I 
churches;. received fi(been. J. H. Galloway and W. A. 
Drake were appointed to· read the letters. 

The following churches and delega tes were enrolled: "
Corinth-J . F. Johnson, T. A. Drake, S.D. Miller,J. 

L . Barber. 
New Home-W. A. Dra'ke, E. A. Nt>rris. 
Golden Light-W. H. Draket.R. L. Ingram. 
Pleasant Hill-B. F . Mainor,]. F.Jemigan. 
Pine Grove-S. A. McLendon. ,-
Pleasant Springs-jas. W. Page, A. C. Bruner. ·· 
Cedar Spnngs-J. W. H . Toole, D. G. Malton, T. ~: 

Sheffield. · 
Belv-iew-Job.n Hair, D. W. Cobb. · . ' 
Friendsbip-T. M. Bowens, B: T . Tiner-McEldy. 
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White Plains-~. 0. Sheffield, J. L. H-ouston, E. E. 
White. ·~· J 

Enterprise....:}. H. Mlloway·, . T. P. McDonald, J. B. 
• simmons. · 

Thompson-Sam Franklin. 
New Salem-H. R. Roland, C. J. -Gilbert. 
Springfield-A. J. McCormick, J. I . Reese. 
Patmos-S. W. Walton. 

BUSL~ESS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
Im·itecJ ~isiting brethren t~ se.l!t.§ ~ith us. Called for 

-petionery letters. 
Appointed Committees on Prea~bing-W. H. Drake, 

T. E. Sheffield, S. W. Walton, S. D Miller, W. D. Cobb. 
On Sabbath .Schools-]. H. Galloway, A. J . McCor-

--lnick, W. A. D(ake. . · ·. / 
On Eitiance-C. C. Ma.rtin, E. A. Drake, T. A. Drake! 
~ecutive-E. A. Drake, J. I. 'Hiil, C. C. Martin, M.A. -Sheffi~. T. A. Drake. · 
Qn 'J;emperance-W. H. Drake, J. H. Galloway, W. A. 

Drake, 
ResoLved, To do away with the committee on state 

of'clturCbes and character pLmioisters. 

Report ot C..mmtttee on Preadlllla. 
. F.ricfay night, Re\". Shelly $preach, ·A. C. Bruner to 

close. Saturday 11 o'clock, S. A. ·M"c;Lend·on to preach. · 
E. A. Drake to-close . . Saturday niglit,J. w: McDon~ld 
to preach, W. :M. Stricl[Jai(d·ro close. At 1:1· o'clock C. 
C. Ma(tln·t(!pl"$ch•W,J . MbU'i!klose. 

Repert of. ..&rraasbttrti:d~Mee. 
We, your coziunittee, nnd all delegates, mia'is~aad · · 

v-isitors have a home dating't.hii:aslf9clatioti. 
T .. E. ~B"£FIIix.D, ChilinD~ ,. 
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Closed to meet Saturday-morning at 8 o'clock. Clos
ing prayer by C. C._ Ma~io. 

SATURDAY MORNING . 
· The body was called together by the Moderator. In
vited visiting b~}Jren to take seats with us; Prayer 
was ,offered by. Rev. E. A:. Drake, calle41:he roll and per
fected list of delegates. 

Call for correspondence from sister associations, rc
cch·ed W. H. Jenkins and Rev. Uunter from State Line 
Association next session ;-State Line A&sociat'io~ tocon
¥cne· witb Hickory 41at Church .on T-hursday night be
fore the third Sunday in October 1903. 

From .Mid way Association.-]. L .... Ricks; J .. B. Hodges. 
~ext se6sion '~I con\·ene wi~h Pleaaant. Grove Ch~rcn 

.., Thursday night before·the'3rd S)Uiday in Oct. 1'903. 
Appointed Corresaontknt~ates ~o Cltattabooche. 

-C. C. Martin, J. W~ Md>oJ141J<J. ' · .. 
StateLine-]. I. Hi1J,~.A·¥.~):.etldon, S. I..Strickl~d, 

G. W.Rankins. , . 
. Salem A.saociation{Fiorida-'W: A. Dtake, c ... c.;~r-

tin, E. A. Drake, M. A. Sheffield. , 
· Midway-J . . H. QaJlo~a.r,,·J. F. Johnsqi;l. s: D,.,.~r. 
Liberty-R. L .. In~~ A. Norris, of:Pl~_a. 
Report of Commi~ on Sa}?bath Sc}tociJa-Wc, the 

the Committee on Sabbath Schools_, find about two 
weak schools in oui=~ati~u a .ndner-eby recomJDend I 
that this delegatio~ .. pl~ to;Jlei£ res~v~ c~urches 
the iptportance of 4abfi.shjtig a ~opd ~boo! in each 
chnrch, and ~p~.,)i,uppn .t_he sJaters,Jllil weO-as ttie 
brethren, to lay h~,At~e,matter at once. W:e.alsc 
.r~om.mepd th_at ~r ,~a.Ilo~.a:r ·gi:v~ u~. a ~~ay 
&-..lt60l lcct~ tlOUI~·~himtg ~ 8J18C?Cl(lti.P~: . 

. . W:. A. .. .J>~, ~~· 

:16 
~'1[a-4.J, 
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Tem1-.emnce Committee's ~port .. 
We, the Coinmi\fee pn ·Temperance, fin~ing some of 

our members indulgingin intemperance of various kinds, 
especially in dram drinking; do recommend that each 

.. minister preach a special senn<m . on temperance at 
least once a year. We further- recommend that eacl1 
member of this association abstain from the use of in
toxicating dr.inks as a l.>e\·erage. W. H. DRAKE, Chr. 

REPORT OF TREA$URER-I beg to report no money on .t 

hand. C. C. MARTIN, Treasur~r. -
Next session will convenc;.,..w'-'...New Home Church, 

Miller county, Ga., on Thursday night before the 4-th 
Sunday in Oct.1903. ~ntroductory sermon to be preach-
ed by Rev. M.A. Sheffield, C'. C. Mm-tin, a lternate. Ad
journed for p~ching to meet ag~in at; 2 o'clock. 

.) Took up collection $2.40. ~ · 
~ATURDAY-AF't>ERXOO~. 

Met according to adjournm~-

\ 
/' 

Took up miscellaneous businest>. Read t hes minutes--
of the Union meeting of second district and adopted the 
following resolutions from same. Tha t from this date 
nochureb shall ha'\"ethe right to withdra w'from the aseo
tion without the unanimotfs-consent of the church so 
desiring ~Q witbdmw. 

Resolutions adopted for Deacons and Ministers Con
fe~~- drawn up by W. A. Drake. 

...., ART. 1. That there be ai)eacon and Minister's Con
ference composed of all ministers, ord.ained and liccn- . 
tiates and aJldeacons and onedelegatefromeachcburch 
in the Martin association . ., • .,... . 

~- 'Ihat t his conkrence shall meet twice a year, 
Union meeting and. at ~h~ assOCiation . 
3. Th~ ~r power Sliall be supreme· in all 

things except ill!llmaal rights and home govern~ents .. 
of churches. 

j 

ART. 4-. Pro\·ided that .the. churchcs do not depart 
Jrom Gospel rules or Free Will usages. 

A~T. 5. That each church tract t he very Spirit of t rue 
'religion undefiled before God·: . 

ART. ~- Shoulg .any <;burch· fail in any of the forego
ling clauses they shall be dealt with before this confer
ence for their evil ·conduct. 

ART. 7. That this conference shall ha'\"e the power to 
expel chu~}!es from their body and not recognize thenl 
as a gospel church until they g~t themselves right. 
· ART. 8 . That this eooknce sha ll have the right to 
make and e.xecute such laws as may be deemed l.>eSt for 
·the progress of the cause. · 

ART. 9. That this conference sha ll ha\'e tl1e power to 
t ry ministers a nd a. .... pel them for heresy as not prench
in!?"'thc Free Will Baptist doctrine in full. 

ART. 10: That a ll the mrmbers of this body. andes
peciallv the ministers ]i,·e spotless from the world before 
God and his children . . Tltftteach minister I.>e required 
to report .:the number 0f-se~ns and his SUCceSS, and 
shall preach one sennon each year on Sabbath Schools, 
and one on t~mperance. '~;hat ~e shall report a_t _e,·e~· 
meeting of thts eonfer.ence ,ett;lter m fierson or wntmg. _ 

REPORT OF F'IN~'l.CE COMMITTEE. 
We the Finance Committee beg to report $29.40 to 

go into the treasury. . " C:- C. MA'RTix, Chairman. 
Be it ResolVed, by this ~ation that we return our 

than lis ·to Cedar Sprin~ c;,burcb and the surrounding 
community for the.it:'.icindaess to us. That we pay our 
Clerk for his services $10.00. 
· A-uthorized C. C. Martin ·and J. I. Hill to orda in ')V. 
M . Strickland tG-morrow. Song hy mn "Oh for a closer 
wall with God,' ' and toOk the parting h and. Closiqg 
·prayett by A. C. Bruner. . . . . 

Adjourned to meet '\j~ ~ew Home Church, Miller 
'founty,:'Ga., on 'Thursdny night before the 4th Sunday 
m Oct. 1903. C. C. MARTIN, Moderator 

J. I . HILL, Assistant. 
T. A. DRAKE, Clerk. 

.• 

I 
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~~soclaUQ~~;tl D«o,rum. 

1. This nssoci~ti<?ri shall ~>e called to order ~Y tb_e 
former lnpde.n1.tor, who .P.restded at the ~ast ~sstQn; tf 
prcsent· ·if not'present, then·by the qerl~; tfhe-should be 
abseitt 'then by some other brother. . . 

2: This associati<?n shall be opened and closed wtth 
·prayer. d' · 

;,;. Tne nloderatot· .and clerk. of the p~ee . mg 5Cl?St0n 
shall qfficiatc until the body ts orga~d by elec.t~ng a 
moderator and .d_erk !uany ~V+Y the qody_ may dtrect. 

J. It shall bctliedutv ofthen\qderatortoeall t~emeet
ing-. to order, to ;;ec ~tiat order is preserved, recen. •e and 
sulm1it all questions. ~ttlft!body. He .sh~ hav~·{he 
)rivilegi;!. of spe<1-king, b~t must ~all on sorne brotb r t.o 
~>reside iri his place whde speak1ng .. He sh~ll nqt !lave 
the rjght to vqte unl_ess ~be body 1s equally dw~ded, 
when he niay caSt the dcci~ing vote. _..- . 

5. The members present- shall be enrolled and thetr 
nan1cs called as (?tten as n~sar:r. . 

G The majority of the m(tllbers present s.hall rul~ m 
all ~ases" except upo_u adm1s::;ion of new chu~hes, whtch 
shall require a tt:nanun<;s~~te. . 

7. ~o member shall ~scot htm.self from tpc~housc 
without leave from the moderator, and DO ~~bersball 
Iea\·e the association without the consent of the l?~.v. 

s All business shall be brought before the. body by, a . 
mo~·e and second and almlt'be di~o~ ~f accq,rdi1,1g to 
good u~gc. - · b 

9. No person shall ~ ~IT~ wed ~o SI>fak more t . an 
three ·times on the same SUbJee~~ ~or niq~ tHan ~fteen 
'mUSutes each time wiihou~_pertnt&SLOJ!fr<Jm t:O;e bQdy. 

10. ~o person sbaU~<fjst~t;~~ht~es~.ng~ess 
hedep.art from the.~bJect ailditWlll~.na:essarytoC:aJl 
him to order. - . 

11. Oxrtyone~op.J sb~l~~owe<:Jtos~a~~t,i,mc 
and lt~ m.ust._ri5t t~.h~ ~.~~the ~<?Aerator, 
and iiiusf no£·~ ~~~':e fa.~~age,p_r ~.~ re!kc· 
tions .. on a~y one ~Jth<?Pt>~ng.~ec.tto a·~ to or-

·ded>y·tbe moderator. -~ . ..., . 
, 12. lt Sba.l.r'be the ,duty of ~.f:]erk ~ok~p ~ ~nute 
f'th t~ arid 1:eAd tti~ same woen AAJI,~.upon, 0 

e p ~;.;a- 'ftti ~on of the boqlh'· and'sball to be CP.UQ,:·~ a -~ u . • nJ&.< • . ,, . . . 
prepare: the' mi.Diitea for p,tibu~on, ~ . ..-;.,s . e assocta-

./ 
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tion shall appoint sqme Qne for that purpose. Hcs~ail 
keep all books-and papers belonging totheassocil,ltihn, 
and read :the ~JP.e ,wh~ ~rd~d ~o dO'so, and-~haJI bayc 
su_eh eomp~nsat1on for hts servtces as the association 
may pre!k:ri!.ie. . .·.• • · ·. · . · 

_13: It shal_l ~-tbe duty of the con;e.~poncling secreta
ry t~ carry on co~spo~de!IC'e by wptm~ topersoils be
lon~n~ to o~her. assoc1abons of like fat_th in an:; way 
that would be hkcly to create · interest in this associa-
tion for its prom9t;Jpo apd well being. ' 

14. It ~h~l be the .~~ty o( tne fre~s~t;u to keep all 
mon~::y com~t1:f,(!d !o :hun _by ~be assoctatton and to ke:!p 

,.. an account of. r~~~~~~ditt,tres, m~ke ~report 
at every assoctation, 1f C!!l_I~!JP..~:>ni pal' out!no·ney_when 
qrdered to do so by. the assocta·tion, and shall receive : 
~U<;~ COmpensation a& the ~SSOciation may pres_cribe. 

lo. These rules of decorum may be amended at the 
di_scretion 6ftlie ~sOciatidil. · ·. 

Oovera~ ud OrdiiWices. 

1. We bcli~ve. that\ i' G~s~i' cbur~h, or a church of 
Christ, is a congy:egaf\Qn,.9f Christi~s constituted aQd 
governed accordmg to • -rules latd down in the N~w 
Testament. ~ · · · · 

2. That these rules reguire churebes to preserve the 
farm of go~ernment and ·the ordinances of the first 1 
Christian ch:urehes a nn .t-n hA.composeo of baptized be-
lievers in Christ: · -.~ "·· · 

3: That the Yisil)le.c:hu~ as. tge aggregate or- whol~ 
p~m ber of gospel' chu rcbes; and 'tli_at ~e invisi~Je church 
1s e<?~P?sed ofthe rede'?med now tn Jieaven,andofsuch 
Chn&tiC1-ns on earth ~-·are not attached to the viSible 
church, according to fhe gospel rules. 

4. That the estalilishment of a central or catholic 
gov~~metit .over th~ ·visil~~e ~-q~b, .or any part tliere-
of. IS a d~.y~ce of .. ea.th{Y :.aii\'bttion repugnant to tbe 
Word of GOO, subv"tr,slfe"f'ofiie cburcbesanddangerous 
to tb~. m,ertie8-'of men. . • . . • . . 
. 5. :r'~gp~l <;h~es are the_c?.Qly'eqcl~a,sticalbod-
l.es or tribllruib'autho~ bj the Sc1fn~; tlia.t each 
-~~b lilts tb~\thtes~ nglit t<i ~ ·.· • · tedts oWn 
gov~.n.t-t ~OUt "su!4peusi.on · dr l.ii~tfe~ hOng 
iind~~·~-.... m'tl=a t 'imd·B:OsdliJ · . · · .th , 'if· • ••• , ~- . . . e,o .. . t:e, and 

at · this'l'tgbt be surren . -~-to. su{M;nn~ending ju· 
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risdiction "by detegation or otherwise, tl1e assembly 
ceases to be a gospel church. 

6. That churches may ne~~r!:heless, ~vc suppose, meet 
by delegates, from an assOCJatton and declare thetenns. 
upon y;hich they will keep up a_friendlycorrespo.?de;tce; 
but that the rights and autbonty of "churches bemg ma
lienable, or in nowise compromized or hindered by t;n
tering into an association, ancl therefore that assocm
tions have no authority over churdles or indidduals. 
their only power being t~ tran~act bu~ine~s which d~es 
not pertain to churches m therr ecdesia:sttcal capactty; 
~o promote 111utual interco~uie, _aad a co?centration of I' 
voluntary effort, an·d to gwe that adnce to churct;es 
~vbich might with equal authority be given by any 111-

dividual. 
7. That the authority ot the chprches is designed fo s;-<"" 

the perwtuation of the true rel~gion of the gospel, a~cl 
f.->r the preservation of a pure and orderJy hocly of Chns
tians on earth; that it is fully SJ;lfficient fm: the 'Purpose 
intended, but that it does not extend to the person~~ 
property. or consciences of men . .iR any case whate~er. 

8. That the only requisite& to church membersh~p a!e 
faith in Christ and obedient to the gospel; that fatth m 
Christ necessarily exists in connection with the belief in 
the fU.ndamental truths of Christianity, and that to 
prescribe any other r~qui~~R.(:;v;h membership is an 
assumption of autbontv on tne.~rt of the church and 
a departure from the ptan of t~e ~ospel. _ 

9. T~t the officers of acburchareeldersand deacons; 
that elders~ are also calted bishops or pastors; that all 
t he elders. are equal in.rank, t!fdugb they ma:! perfonn 
different mfuncttons, suu:e some mav be the htsbops or 
p :tstors of p8..rticular churches, while others may he 
simply elders, ha,ringnopastorialcharge. 

10. That the autliority of t}te.J!).inisters of the gospel 
extends to teaching, exbonati'b ii 'and rebuke, but not •. 
furtber; that be cannot perform a~~ which" be.longs 
to the autliority of the cburch1 su the reception of 
members into the cliurch comPact, or the expulsion of 
otfeupetlaj that as a member (>f the church, he IS no more 
than an1 other member, an!i if be is guilty oftr.ansgre~ 
sion he 18 to be bl:.Otrg)tt to trial ~or~ his bretbren and ·,· 
convicted or acquifte<tin the same manner as ifbe were 

. ./ 
, 
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(private person;_yet y;e thin~ ~t prudent to call in ad
vtsory help, espectally 1f the mmtstry is to be tried upon 
a charge of heresy. 
. 11. '!-'hat Chri_stian baptism is the immersion of a he

hever m water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's a.pper is an ordinance -to be ob
served in the church till the Lord comes. 

l~J. That elder~ a n_d deacons must be• set apatt t o 
the1r office hy ordination, or the imposition of the hands 
of the pre~bytery and pr!lyer, without which the~· are 
n'.)t a1;1thorized. to anriun.st;er the ordinance pertamin~ 
to tlre1r respectn·e offices. ~ · 

Cburc:b Dec:orum. 

1. The church may choose a pastor annualh· at the 
last re_gular conference in as;pciational year; or, if the\" 
p_refer tt,_ ~ay_ choose a pas,t)r f<?r an indefinit~ length of 
.time, ~o co~tmue from ye~r·t~ r_~a..r, so long as he mny 
deem 1t p:-o~r to keep up ~e ·convention. 

2. Wh:n tt becomes necessary a pastormaYl>echosen 
at any other time, but if the choice l>e made at 3 special 
conf~rence, the time must he t)il.Pointed at a monthh· 
meeting ot tbe church. . -

3. The {>astor shall be m:oderator of. the ~burch. hut 
w~en he JS .aJ:lsen.t, some "Suitabte ·brot~r shall he np-
pomted to Stt m hts place. . 

' . 4. Ther~ shall be two or mo~eacons in the church. 
:~hose duty it shall he to sNperintend the collection ancl 
disbursements of all contnimtions made hv t he church 
fo: ~e pl.Stor '· e~ .• and to distribute the bread a nd 
wme m the qdmtmstration o(the Lord's Supper. 

5. The deaco.ns· shall also thke notice of such mem l>ers 
as refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord' s Supper and 
ert.deavor to ·ascertain thel.capse, tbat the same rna...- he 
1rud before,th~ church in conference, if necessan-. · 

6. _Some Sf:ll~ble m!!mllh ~ ~ appointed clerk. 
and ~~~hall be h~ ~uty to do all t;he recording ancl oth
_er wntmg pertammg to .t~e business of the church, and 
:to preserve a file of the miJJ,u.tes of the association. 

7. When a ne'': clerk is appointed all the books, min
~te.s, et-c-, bel?ngutg_ to the <;lerk shall be immediatelv 
oelivered to hlm by his pred~essor. '"";' . : -

8. When the church deems it necessary a committee -

.. : 

I 
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<Ji n.ot • ' 3S . than three. males, ~vel! acquainted with the 
h:Jsn~ess sha.ll be appom. tecJ, whos.e busines. sit shall be 
to gn·e ad\'lCe to brethren who applv to them relative 
t o cases of dealing, etc., with the church. · 

9 . · The c!tut'Ch shall hold a two days' meeting month
ly, embn~cmg t he first of wruch shall be the regular time 
of conference. · • 

10. It shall be th'! d:.ttv of even- member male and 
~cmale, to attend ea ·h conft en·:e . m~ting if they can, 
tn~ ,on .that da1 t(1e pastor t.s expected to instruct the 
church m a specaal manner l.Jy gi\·mg pla in and pointed 

' ~s~ons ou doctrine and discipline, and th! rules of holy 
ltnng. ' 

11. ~ny male member \fho sqall fail to attend three 
suL'CCSSt\·e. conferences, and any memb. er whatevel\who 
may be,_ gene~all~' . remiss in attending the meetings of 
the ~burch, accordt.ng to t he CO\·enant (article 101 shall 
he c1ted to appear 1D c~erence and answer for his neg
~c:ct; but the church may exempt members from thjsrule 
1! necessarv. 

12. C~nference shall be opeuep and conducted as fQl
lows: Farst, prayer, nnless divine serv.ices have ·just 
~een concluded, and ~~t'!llly then; second, invite ,-isit
mg !Jrctbren to seats; ~rurd, open the doors. for the re
cep.tlon of metttbers; fuurth, call for ·absentees· fifth for 
~ckt'lowledgements; 8th, for references or def~rred bus
mess; se,·entb, for matters of busiriess which are in ot-
9er to C?l!l~ befor;e tht"thurc.h'for miscellaneous business. 

13. VtS1ting brethren, as also helps called in from sis
ter cl1urches, shall be allowed to speak or make motions 
or seconds, but not allowed t o vote. 

14. An orderlJ:.member .of the Baptist 'Chur.ch, which 
?~s not hold i:hts. cltutdt m fellowship, may be received 
mto the ch~rch Without a letter, wben itismadeappar
cnt that h1s Chri.~an charactef is unimpeacliable, and 
t hat he has &llJl~ for a letter and could bot obtain it 
because he deS1re~<?~in tlbs onGmesi$terchurcb. All 
other persons malt Jo..zi by letter'or by bitpt.istn. 

15. No member 11hall pe received without the unani: 
m<?UB ~9UseDt 9( thee· . . bers present, but unreas. onab.le 
ObJect;i.ODS ahalf not alidj and unlefis withdrawn the 
member who makes m· shalt'be~ta:l[en under dealing 
by the churcll. . 

13 . 
17. When the moderato( calls for absentees the clerk 

~hall infonn the church wiiat male members have been 
apsent from t hree successi"c conferences, and the mod
erator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite 
each of them to next conference. 
, 17. No member shall he expelled unless he has been 
cited T"erbally, or in writing. t:o attend at his trial pro-
,·ided his residence be knov,·n to the church. ' 
. 18. When a w itness, not a member of this church, is 
mtroduced he shall not he examined till the question 
has been put to the church : Wilh-ou heartbetestimony 
of this wttness? · • · 

19. The evidence in every c~seofdealing and acknow
ledgement sha ll be minuted i:: the church b ook. 

20. Members dismi's5ed from this church hv letter 
who flecome disorderlv, of continue t o hold their letters 
without ~ood reason -shall be cited to conference t o an
swer to t heir conduct. 

21. Expelled members rna~ be restored to fellowshif 
on their petit ion· if their walk since e>..-pulsion has con
vinced the church that they have sincerelv repented of 
their former evil conduct. ~ 

22. A vote \vill not be ~n upon anyquestion·,.,-ith
out a move and second, an,q in all important questions 
the vote shall be taken by nsing to the feet . 

23. No motion shall be made"·hileamoveand second 
is before the conference. · 

24. It shall be considere9.-rsord~rly for any member 
to absent Q.imself from co~ference when an important 

• question is t o be decided.; but a member, upon his re
quest may be exempted by the church from voting on 
either side in peculiar c.ases;. 

24. No member shall leave the house during conference without a sufficient cause; nor exchange in conversa
tion or whispering without being subject to be called to 
order by the moderator. -
~6. All discussions in cqg.f;renc:;e ;n~ be conducted 

wtth calmness and good feel~ those w ho speak must 
rise to their feet, address the moderator and keep to the 
point"in debA;te. , · 

27. No oqe shall-speak ind'~ than t bree,ti,nes oa the 
s.ame p10~ion withqut peqnisaion from the moder~tpr, 
nor shall_the.remarks of any one. be unreasonable long. 

: 
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2~. When the motlen\to~ speaks iu debate he must 
nominate some brother moderator in his stead. 

29. :\o one shall be interrupted while speaking, unless 
it be necessan· to call him to order. 

30. It shali be the rule of the church to attend to the 
ac.lritinistration of t he Lord's Supper at least four times 
a year; :mel the expenses a rc to be paid by the church. 

31. :\Iemhcrs not in g-ood standing shall not com
mune, but the administration &hall not be deferred on 
account of a ny ordinary matter of dealing. 

32· llsct w~shing to be attended to asthechurd:fsees 
proper. · 

30. P uhlic fasting. humiliation and pn tyer shall be 
obscn·cd on proper ~casious. _ 

3 4-. It s hall lie the <luty of the pastor to take up col
k"Cti0ns quarterly tor the support of home mi~sion work. 

35. It shall be the duty of each church when ca lling a 
pastor t? aecon~pany ~he call with amount they agree 
to pay htm for hts sernces. · 

36. It shall be t he duty of t he church t o a ppoint a 
committee to reYise t he church hooks once a vear. 

37. The decontm mav be a ltered or a mended bY a 
YOtc of two-thirds of the members present at a m· t\,·o 
successi,·c month)y conferences. . · 

Assodatlonal Constitution. 

1 . A d10rch proper in its lowest sense i& a bodv of 
Christians united and congregated together forthepur
pose of worshipping God'futd promotmg His cause, and 
in which the gospel is regularly preached, the ordinances 
duly administered, and the principlesofholinessencour
aged and practiced. Each church or body thus formed 
is separate and independent in itself, possessing the right 
to dtrect its. own affairs in its own way, subject only in 
certain difficult cases to arbitration bv sister churches. 
Such churches may, however, unite in "associatiooa] ·ca
pacity for purposes of more thw:-ough organization, tt
ncient work and for the general and mutual good of ali, 
withont surrendering an1 of tlarir individuAl rights. 
T herefore the · churches tiereinafter mentioned resol.\'e 
tl~emselves into a body ecclesiastic to be kpQwn as the 
Martin Association of Unitei.l Free Will Baptists, which 
shall IJleet annually at such time and place as may be 
agreed upon by the body at its annual mectinga. 
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2. T he association, when assembled, shall be com; 
posed of all ministers of the association, both ordained 
and licentiates, and of delegates or messengers chosen by 
~be several churches from time to time for ~bat purpose. 

3. The number of delegates to be determined by mem
bership of the respective churche~. To, simplify this we 
will state that any church is entitled to two dele-gates, 
it matters not how few members it may have. That 
after it bas attaioed 50 members it shall then be enti· 
tled t::> one delegate to everv twenty-five members, o r 
fn1ctional part thereof, until it bas reached one hundred ; 
then for every fifty or fraclional part thereof and go on 
increasing in this ratio to any number. 

4. The officers of the association shall consist of a 
moderator, clerk and treasurer, to be C'hosen annually · 
from· the members present; moderator and clerk to be 
dected by ballot. 

5. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside 
over the body during the session at which he is elected, 
call the next succeeding s~ion to order, enforce the 
rules of Decorum, decide all qut'Stions of discipline, and 
in case of a tie, to cast the deciding vote. 

6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate 
record·of a ll the business transactions of the association. 
superintend the printing of the minutes. anddrawon the 
treasurer for the funds to discharge the expense oftbe 
same. He shall hold office until his successor is elected ~ 
and iustalled, anti shalLreceive such compensation for 
his sen·ices as the association may deem proper to al
low. 

7 . There shall be an esecutivt committee of discreet 
brethren appointed annually by..the moderator,c.rei!Ct
ed by the body, who shall properly be the assOC1at1on, 
in recess and whose duty may be more fully defined 
from tim~ to time by the association. The treasure~ shall 
be one of the number. -

8. When the association is as~mblcd _a majority of 
a ll the members enrotftd shall be requ1red to form a 
quorum for1:he transaction ot business.· 

9. All debates shall be conductM in a Christian and 
brot.JJerlv spirit; all shall be allowed the privilege of 
s~aki~g of :my que!ltion which ~ submitted to tbecon-~ 
stderatioo of the body. 

c 
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"1.0. Every spe~ker shall rise from his seat, address 
the moderator. and keep to. the question'in debate. and 
shall a void all unpleasant reflections and personalities. 

• 11. No brother shall be ·anow(d to consume more 
than fifteen minutes in one speech, or speak more than 
twice on the same su!>ject, e~cept by permisson from t'be 
moilerator or body. 

12. All questions shall be suhmitted by mor.e and 
second, the first motion taking precedence in point of 
order. Every motion seconded must be acted upon, un
less withdrawn by the moYer. 

13. The business shall be t aken up in order according 
to th~ subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to 
suspend t he regular rules for a time for put"pdses which 
appear proper . • 

14 . 1 he moderator shall, a t each session, invite ~or
responding delegates from other bodies of our own or · 
der, and also ministers trom other denominations to 

- seats, who, when thus seated, shall be entitled to tlte 
friend!-hip of·honorary members. 

Asaoc:latloaal Covenant. 

Ha ving been, as we trust, brought together to Or
ganize an Association; by divine grace to embra-ce our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to give ourselves w holly up to Him, 
we joyfullv and solemnly Mvenant with each other to 
walk together in Him, with all humility and brotherly 
love; to watch owr each ot!Jer for good, and stir up 
each other to Jove a nd good works; not forsaking the 
frequent assembling ourselves togther with our neigh
o ors t:> worship God according to his revealed wiJJ, as 
occasion may require; to warn, rebuke and admonish 
each other according to the rules of the GQ.Spel, that the 
kno~ledge mav be the~by promoted to the end. We 
wiO uphold the public worship of God and the ordiuan
C!S of,His bouse, and hold cvnstant commonion with 
each otbep tbemn; we will cheerf~lly cont_ribute of our 
property for the maintainanceof a faithful minister of the 
gospel among D. and for theex(ensioa.of:tliebltslfd Rf· 
deemer'sliinpom universa11y w~ willnotbmitfamUy 
and closd religion at .. om~, nor allow b~!v.es ipt~:roo 
common neglect of the great and impO~n( ~~t_x of~
l igiously training of our children for the iervice-ofGod 
and the enjoyment of heaven. we· will also sympathize . 
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with each other in sessi 10s of tempt- ui 1n and afBtctinn, 
and be ready to rlistri!ut! t :> the nec!:s.,it iesof tbe saints. 
We will especially pray for and with each flther for the 
c~urches universally for the promiSt.-d eftusion o f the 
H?lY Spirit , for the pro~perity of Zion, an.d the ingath-

' enng nf the elect; and m-.v t:he God of peace, who 
brought a~ain from the dead our Lord J~us Christ. 
that g~at ~hepherd of the sheep, tbrou2h t he blood o f 
the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good 
work to do &i~ will, that we may not only enjoy a 
name and place 10 the church on earth. but fin~llv with 
His glorious church of the first born in heaven: in as
cribing bleotsings. honor and might majestV a nd dom· 
inion to Him who sittelb on the throno and the Lamb 
forever. 

DodrlaaJ VIew&. 

1~ ~e. helic:ve ~ba't the _Holy Bible was written by 
men dtvtnely tnsptred . and a a treasure of heavenly in
struction; that it has God tor its author. salvation for 
its end. and truth without any mixture of error for its 
matter; that it :-eveals the p.-incipals bv which God will 
judge us, and therefore it , sha'l remain with us to the 
end of" time the center of Christian union and the sa
oreme s tandard to which all human conduct a nd opin
ions should confonn. 

2. That there is one true and living God whc-se name
is Jehovah . the Maker anri Ruler of Heaven and earth , 
inexpressibly glorio'us in holiness, wort by of all possi
ble honor, confidence and Jov~; revealed in the personal 
distinction of Father. Sou and Holy Ghost,,equal in ev
ery tlinoe rerfection, and ex:ecutmg db!tinct but har
monious offices in the gn:at work of redemption. 

3 . That "Ulan was ~a ted in a state of holiness under 
the Jaw of his Maker, but by voluntary trans'gression 
fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence of 
which ml'11 a~ now sinners, not by constraint, but by 
choic:t", beinst by natu~ ufterly Toid oftbat holinese re
q.uired by the law of God, whoJJy given to tbe'gratifi
t.•on of the world of Satan and tbei~own sinful passions, 
a~d therefo~ under jatit . condemnation to et.enial nin 
w1thout defense or eicnse. · 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of gra.s:e, 
thtough the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who 
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took upon him oa~ n:ttu~, yet with_:.ut sm. b?nored 
the: law by his own pcnbnal obe<!tencc;, and made 
atonement for sin by Hi!l d~th; be1ng nseo fr!>!'l t~e 
dead, be is now enthroned m heaven, and. um~mg 1!1 
his wonderful p:r$On the tenderes~ •ympathtes w.1th di
vine perfe ;tioo in every wav 9uabfied. to be a SUitable, 
a compassionate and aU suffic1e~t S'ln?r . . . 

5 rbat the great I(Ospel bless1og Wbtcb <;hn,st!>f f!,1s 
fulln~s bestows on such as ~elie':e on H1m, ts JUS~Ifi
cation. That jQstification conststs.m ~he pard~ a of sms 
anil pr,omise ot eterna11ite, upo~ pnoclpledof.r•l(bteou~ 
n~s; that it is bestowed, o?t 1n ~.>ostder~tton of any
thing we do, bot solely thr?oeh,.ht" own.nghte?usn.ess 
and atonement, and that tt bnngs u.s mto a stat. ot 
more b'o;eed peace and favor of God. 

6. That the bles~io~s ofs~lYatio.n are made free to all 
bv the: g'>9pel; that it 1s the tmme<ha~e dut~ of aU to it· 
ceive them by a cordial and ()~<heat fa1th find _that 
nothing prevents the salvation of tbe greatest 1n~oer 
up.ln earth but his own voluntary ref~sal to. sub~t~o 
the 'Lord Jesus Christ, which refutal wtU sob;ect hun to 
aggravated .-:ondemnatioo. 

7. That in order to be saved we mast ~regen~r~ted, 
or born a~aio. T he reg:eoeratio.o consiSts. of gtvmg a 
holy diaposttion to the mmd and 18 effected m a manaer 
above our compn:henaion by, the. p.> wer of the HolT: 
Sph it producing voluotar,r obedtence to the gos~ , 
and t'hat itt proper eriJ~~ is fonod to the holy frntt'll 
which we bring for:tb to ~ . 

8 . That election it the graaoos p~rp?St of God, ac· 
cording to which be regenerates, •.ancbfice. and sa vee 
sinners. That. bei.og peCfectly COotlltent wsth ~h~ tree 
agency of mao comprehends all the means wtta the 
~od, •that it is 'a moat ~lorious display of God'a g~~neu, beiflg infinitely Wlk, holy, 'Jncbange&~~ej that tt 
utterly u.cludee boaatiu~aud promotes bumtlity, pray
er, trust in God and actiYe imitation !>f his f~ mercy; 
that it encooragee the UK of means tn the hagbeet de
gree; that it it the foundation of Christian uturance, 
a nd that to ucertain it with reg~rd to oureelves, de-
mands and deserves our utmost diligence. . 

9 • Tbat the preserving attachment of~ belteveri 
to Christ is the grand marlt whiclt diatingudhe» tbem 
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from superficial professors: that a &pedal providence 
watches over their welfare, and that tbey are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto sslvation. 

' 10. That the lRw of G'od is the eternal, IJPChangabte 
rule ot Pis ~overnmmt; that it is holy. jul! and e-ood; 
that thC' inability which the ~ptures a.oacribt< to fAllen 
man to fulfill. the precepts, arue entirely from their love 
of sin; to deliver them from which, and to restore them 
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy 
law, is the desire of the gospelandofthemeansofgrace 
connected with the establisbment of the visible church. 

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, 
or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to 
religious purposes by abstaining from all secular labor 
and rccreationi by clie direct obServance of aU means of 
grace, both pnvate and pnblic, and by preparation for 
the rest which remains for the people of God. 

12. The civil government is of divine appointment 
for the interest of a gooq order of human society; that 
magistrates are to be pra.ved for conscientiously, hon
ored and o!>eyed in all thin~ not contrary to the will 
of our Lore! Jesus Cbristt who is the Lord of the con· 
5cience and Prince of the Kmg of the earth . 

13. That there is a radical and essential difference: 
between the righteous and the wicked; that such only 
are justified by faith in the name ofthe Lord Jesus, and 
sanctified by the Spirit of God are as tnlly righteous in 
His esteem, while all su~ as continue in impatience and 
unbelief, a re in His sight wicked and under the curae, 
and this distinction l:iolds among men both in and after 
death. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching, when 
Christ will deacend from heaven and raise the dead 
from their ~ves to final retribution; that a. solemn 
~~tion Will then take place, the righteous being a.d-

~
judged to everlasting ba.PJ?iness, and the wicked toeod
ess punishment, and this ;udgment will fix forever the 
be final state of man in heaven or nell, on principles of 

righteousness. · 
AltTICL£5 OF FAITH. 

1. THB ScRIPTURE.- The Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament were given by inspiration of God, and 
are binding on all as our only mle of faith and practice. 

.. 
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The~e is only one living and tr=ue God, infinite in all IDs 
attnbutes; the Creator, Preserver and Governor of the 
Universe, revealed to us in the Scriptures as Father Son 
and Spirit. #J ' 

2. CHRIST.-He is God manifest in the flesh, being in 
His divine nature true God, in his liuman nature true 
man, )lnited in the person of the Messiah as me:liator 
for the redemption of the world. 

3 .. THE Ho~vSPIRIT.-Hepossessesallpersonaldivine 
attnbutes, bewg the Reformer, Comforter and Sanctifi
er of men. 

4. DIVlNE PuRPOSE AND PROVIDENCE.-The purpos,es 
~f God ar.e ~ternaJ and immetable, and his wise ~'d 
holy providence is over all ~gs and all things to se
cure his only glory and the._ highest welfare of aU 
creatures. . ) 

5. 0JUG1NAL STATE AND FALL OF MAN.-Man w--as 
c~eated upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of 
sm and condemnation. AU his posterity inherit his fal
l~ nature, which is cherished by indulgence; so all who 
come to years of moral accountability, sin and come 
short of the glory of God. 

6. Tu·E AroNBHENT.-Christ, in his great compas
sion, offered himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and thus 
by his life-suffering ~nd death, made an atonement 
which ~s tull and rree to all, and opens the only way to 
salvation. 

7. · GRAcB.-No one can by his own works, merit and 
obtain salvation which is wholly of the grace of God 
~d through which aU spiritual blessings are bestowed 
upon us. -
. 8. <;oNDITIONS OF SALVATION.-These are repentances 
unplymg godly sorrow for open concession and other 
renunciation of sin, faith or the unreserved committal 
of the mind and heart to receive, obey and ·trust in 
~h~t, r~era.tion by t h.e . Holy ~pint, whereby the 
soults freed from the domm10n of sm and brought into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God. · 

9. ELECTION.-God has not fixed- the future state of 
man by. an'! unconditional decree, but detennined from 
the ~mg to sa'=e all.who should comply with the 
condttions of salvation. 
~0. PBRSBVERANCE.-None will be ~nny saved but 
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' those who, through grace, persevere in l:ioliness to the 
end. . 

11. SALVATION FREB.-God desires the salvation of 
all, the gospel im;tes aU, the Holy Spirit strives ... vith 
all, ana whosoever vo.rill may come and ~of the wa-
ter of life freely. 

12. THE FREE DO~ OF THE WILL.-The human will 
is not controlled by any fatal necessity, or external 
force, but is free and self-determined, b,a\ring pow~r to 
yield to •gracious influences or resist them and perish . . 

13. GosPEL ORDINANCES.-Baptism, or the immersion 
of believers in watec, and the Lord's Supper, are ordi
n9.nces to be perpetuated under the gospel of universal 
obligation, and to be administered to all true believers. 

14. THE SABBATH.-The Christian Sabbath is a di-
\rioe institution binqing on all and should be observed : 
by abstaining from aU secular business, amusements, 
and aonsecrated to t he worship of God and to spirit- · 
ual improvement. 

15. THE RESORRECTlON.-FinalJudgment and Final 
Retribntion.-Christ will make his second appearance 
at the end of the world, when the dead will be raised, 
the judgment will set, the righteous will be received to 
eternal blessedness, and·the vo.ricked banished to endless 
suffering. 

ORDAINED MINISTERS. I 

C. C. Martin, ........................ Bethel,.................... ... Ga. 
J. I. Hill, ................................. Cedar Springs,.......... '' 
0. H. Pe·rr)r,................ .......... ~· '' '' 
S. A McLendon, .................... Mayha,v, ................... .. 
E. C. Norris, ........................... Colquitt, .................... '' 
E. A. Drake, ..................... :: ... lron City,.. .... ....... ..... '' 
M.A. Sheffield, ...................... Mayhaw, ....... ................ •• 
H. F. Yates, ....... .................... DonalsonVl11e, .. .......... •• 
J. W. McDonal, ........ ............. Blakely,.................. ... " 
J. W. Norris, .......................... Banks, ........... ..... ....... Ala. 
J. C. Ingram, ........................ Cedar Springs, ........ J. Ga. 
]. T. Lunsford, ...................... Boykin,..................... " .... 
M. B. Musgrove, ............. .. ... Batt .............. .... .!........ •• 
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Lk:eatiate MJalaters. 

James Page, ... : ...................... Edison, .................... . 
A. C. Brewer, ........................ Bl~fton, ................... . 
]. T. Stricklan<l}.. .................... Blakely, ................... . 
W. M. Stricf.land,.................. " 
W. W. Knowles;~· ............... y.Iron City, ................ . 

I 

. O~DE~ OF BUSINESS • 

1. Organize. . 
2. Call for letters from various churches. 
3. Elect Moderator and Clerk. 
4. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. 
5. · Call for Petitionary letters. 
6. Appoint committees. 

• 

7. · Call roll and-read deco~. 
8. Cldl for correspondence froxp sister associations. 
9. Appoint corresponden~ to Si~ter associations. 

10. Call for report of committees. 
11. 4-ppoint time an~ pl~ for next ~ssociation . 

...> 12. Call for miscellaneous ousiness. 
13. Adjou~ent. · 

; 
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