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PROCEEDIN GS
Of The Martm Umted Free-IVzH Baptzst Assoczatzon

The T'wenty-seventh Annual Session of the Martin Assoc:a-

tion, met with Golden Light church, Iron City, Ga,, Decatur

County on October 24th, 1913. 'I‘he Iutroductor3 Sermon was

preached by Rev, J. W, Norris, Text 4th chapter.- 1st Timothy

I:‘PreaCh the \VOI‘d ?) ClOSlIlg pra} er IEd bV W H Drake IAd'
| Journed f6r dinner to re-assemble at '1:30 p. m, | |

At 1: 30 p. m,, aftera wmptuom dinner the Asmcmtlou was'
" called to order by the Moderator, Rev, L. C. l\orrls ~after sing- -

ing and prayer led by the - Moderator. OrfraniL'Ed permanently

by electing by a rising vote, Rev. E. A, Dralxe ‘Moderator, J. :
E. Drake, Secretar) and I‘rea%urer Then called for-letters from
- -various churches which  were re:ponded to by the following .

churches which were enrolled. with' their - representatives, Broth-

ers J. D. (.le& eland aud] W Drake were appomted to read the
- letters,

" Golden L:gh:-——] . Drake, D. w,,,_rane w. H, l)rake 'md .
- J.Du rake. . L | .

Corinth— ] Howaru, B3, D Mc\IelCt P W' Cordell
\Illler and E. W’ an o x

Belmew—] D, (,IP\ e”md'

| -New Sa!em-—-(. (Jllbert S Q Chestnut C, C Lovless and.
] W. Dantels, a

- Friendship—1]. M, W’llson \V M. Strtclx.land Calvm Groober

qndH J. Johnson,

- Springfield—T. J. Hill J. W. Noble.
- Pilgrim Home -J. Y. Hilburn, -~~~
* Pleasant Springs —G, T, Embry, ~ . T N
New Home—]. C. Roberts and E, Ratllel L
Patmos—S. W, Walton, J. A. Jones, W, E, Brooks
- Thompson-—D. D, Grlmes G. W, Grimes, Jr.
 Baptist Vineyard—W . H, Rlch'lrd‘;()n S
- New Light—E. A, Halre
Pleasant H;[[-——-RE‘\ F C. \TOI‘II% : .
Hebrew—Rev, Braswell, ], W, A]d’l} _'
Mt. Gilmer—]. S. Ht'Ell‘fl_“llld W, D, Day,
Fvergreen—]. O. Musgroves, J, T, Lee,

e e
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. M; an No 2-—-] L Goodman J L Musgroves
Mt. Zion—W., C, Tindal and C, G, Jordan.

- Antioch—]. P. Mills, T, J. Damels A, S, P, Dawson

"~ Qak Grove—George Hooks, G, W, Hooks, - |
Mt Glory—W. F. Taylor, J, L. Johnson, D. S. Newberry
New Lake Hinton and Bethsaida not reDresented ‘
Invited visiting brethren to seats with us,
Call for petitionary letters; receieved three; one fro m Antl--

o och one from Mt, Glory, one from Oak Grove, = All were re-

celved and their representatives were extended the rlght hand of .
Christian fellowship by the Association, - |
~ The Association appointed the following commrtteee o

" On Preaching—]. M. Miller, ] D, Cleveland J. M, WllSOIl J .

S Heard, J. W, Noble,

On Sabbath Schools —W. H, Drall.e J. L ]ohnson ] T Hll‘j'

| burn Rev. H, C, Sheflield, J. S. Heard,

On Sugsestions— Rev. E. C. Norris, G, W. Grlmes T J Hlll
 On Executive —W . H, Drake, ] E Howqrd J. M. W’rlson J.
- J. Drake, G, L. Cleveland, =
o On Tempemncg—] D. Cleveland, ] E Howard W. H DraLe '
Rev." E, 'C. Norris, Rev, W, -A, Drake ] M. Mlller Rev, E, A |
Drake, W. H. Richardson |

On Fmance— J. E. Drake C ] Gllbert ] M, Mlller G VV.‘:. N

Hooks, |
-~ On Documents—"T D, Cleveland D. W. Lane W F, Taylor.
On Characier of Ministers and State of Ckurches—E W. ng, D,
D Grimes, J. A. Jones, J, P, Mills, T, ] deels Thos Berry'
Reeelved $8.15 Mission Fund | .

Report of Comlmttec on Dcvotmnal Servmes

" We, your committee, submit the following report: Rev. J.
I Hatcher to preach tomght Rev A, P \TOI‘I'lb to conclude this |
report to be continued). S |
-~ Moved and carried to abolish the resolution requmng each -
church to pay $5.00 for associational funds, Adjourned till Sat-

- urday a, m,, 8:30 o'clock, Benediction by Rev, G, W. Cllel'l')'_

' Preachmg Friday mght as per report of comrnlttee an mter- “
estmg and instructive service was the’ reeult

Saturday l\lornlng, October 5&11

-Met accordlng to ad]ournment sung a song and had prayer

led by Rev. W. A. McDonald,, Read minutes of Friday’s session,

which were accepted by the Association -Read A.Jsocntlonal_De-

~-corum, Call the roll and completed list of ministers and messen-

- gers, Call for cerrespondents from other associations and receiv- -
ed from Mldway of Ga., Rev. W. A, McDonald, ~ |

4 \Iext session to convene wrth M acedoma church on Wedliee-



day and Thurs,day before the 1st Suuday 111 \.ovember 1914

¢+ Received from the State Line of ‘Alabama, Rev, J.1. Hatcher
! "‘,and Bev. G. W. Cherry, Next session to convene with Union

~-Springschurch 3 miles north of Pansey’ Alabama, on Thursday
night before the 2nd Sunday 1in October 1914,

Received from the Salem of FlOl‘ld’l R. D, Infrram 'lhelr

"~ next sessionl convenes with Gap Pond ehurch on Thursday before

the first Sunday in October 1914, eouthwe,ﬂt from Marlanna F]a

_- Appointed the followirig correspoudents to the leert} As-
'sociation of Georgia: Rev, H C. Shefﬁleld and C. C, Loyless.

" To the Chattahoochee: Rev. E, L. Norris. Next sesslon-’
to convene Friday and batmday betore the ﬁr%t bunda3 in Oe- -
_tober 1914. - o .
" To the boutheabtern ot Alabama Rev I* C, NOI‘I‘I&: Rev ]' |
-P. Norris, Next session 'Ihureddy betore the 3rd budnay n

October 1914. o
o To Georo‘n Union, Rev, H. C bheiﬁeld and Rev L S,
Yates,  Next session Fndm before the 211(.1 Sun Lw n October
1914, |

"~ To Salem Florida, Rev. D. R. Brab“ell Rev W A. Dralxe -'
and Rev, J. W. Alday. .

- To the Midway, W. H. l)ralee Rev, J. P. Norrm(, (J ]or-
dan Rev, E, C. Norris and E, W, King. '

- . To the State Line ot Alabama Rev, J. .W ’\Tol ris, C. ] Gll-'_
- bert dlld Iv. W. King. |

o, epﬂrt on Devotlmml E;erwu,ui Cmmluded

Ret G, W, Cllel‘l) to pre'u.,h batumd} a, m,, at 11 o’clock,

Rev \V A, McDonald to conclude, Rev, A, P Norris to. nreaeh -

tonight at 7 o’clock, Rev, &qteb to (.011clude Rev, E, A_ Drake
- to prmeh bundav at 1lam, - - | e

I D Lleu.‘and Ulalrman

- On Saébatk Schools. --W'e the eomnuttee on Sabbath bchoola; o

| heﬂ' to submit the following report: We fing ouly:a few Sab-
__bath Schocls in our A‘:‘}OCIHUOII, and we urgently request thqt |
more interest be glx en to this great work in the future, =~ ~

W, H, Drake, Lhmrmau

Moved and Carrled to abolish the conumttee on l)oemnents_
‘Moved- and carried -to establish’ a committee on Obituary, Ap-

pointed J, X, Drake, chairman. J. E, Howard, ] (Jllbert I

D, Cleveland snd Ru.{_ H., C, bh(_fﬁelfl -
- Report of Comimittee on Suggestions:: We the eomnnttee
on Suggestions submit the following: That eacli church take .
up a free-will offermg at least every quarter and place the amount’
- S0 collected - in the hand of a treaaurer aud thdt we sc.emg the




r’.

need of such a fund being carried up to the association for. the

A

mdulge in any unclean habits,

expense of minutes and other expenses of the association; weask

‘each church to raise-as large an amouut as they deem proper to

be used 1n this way |
| G W, GI’IIIIES Chalrmau

Moved and carried to strike out report of committee on . °
~character of ministers and state of churches. and refer each mat-

ter to the church that has Jurlsdlctlon

- Report of Committee on Temperauce; W e, your committee
on Temperance beg to,submit the following: We, recommend
“that all our church members abstain from strong drink, and
especially that our ministers refuse to take even a social- drmk

 and that if they are found guilty of so doing, that they be ex-

cluded as ministers of the Gospel, and that our members do not o

- W, H Dlake Chalrman

Fmauce We the Finance eomrmttee have received. $29 80 x
from ‘this assocmtmn whleh we have placed with the Treaaurer

C.J. Gllbert (,halrman

l reusurer S Report.

e

On furmbhmg an itemized statement - of receipts and  dis-
bursements for the years 1911 and 1912 shows a deficit of $4. 47 |

ST J. D, Cleveland, See y and Treas N
Appomted Frlendshlp Church, “Miller county, Ga., near Ccil-“'

~ quitt, as the place for holding the next session of this Associa-

- tion, begmnmg Thursday night before the 4th Sunday in Octo--
- ber 1914.  Introductory sermon to be preached by Rev, E, A,

 Drake, Rev. A, P, Norris alternate, Benediction by Rev. W. A.q

,._Dralce Adjourned for preaching to re-convene at 1:30 p. m,

Had preachmg, beginuning at 11 o’clock "by Rev. G.. W'
Cherry. A very able sermon was preached, concluded by Rev.
W, A. McDonald; closing prayer by Rev, J: I, Hatcher Ad-
Journed for refreshments o

Saturday afternoon session met at 2 o’clock, after smglng'_
had prayer led by the moderator, ‘Took up miscellaneous busi.

“ness, Rev, I,; I, Musgrove accused of unchristian conduct, pro-

duced sworn evidence sufficient to completely exhonorate: 11111]-”\

.~ self which was willingly and gladly accepted by the association,

- Charges against other mlmaters were dlSIlll‘SbEd for conmderatron B
" by their chu rches | - . -
By a unanimous vote the a:-..qomatlou e\enr’ed its thanl\a to.

'~ Golden Light church and surrounding commumty for their kind- :

ness and hospitality shown us during our stay with them, . ~ |
Took the partmg hand and elosed one of the most harmo- -



i

_1110US. and lov ely sessions of this assocmtlon to meet Wlth I*rlend- ]

- Shlp church, Miller county, Ga., near Colqultt on ‘Thursday - -

-nifiht before the 4th -Sunday in October 1914 Closmg prayer' -
led by Rev, W, A McDonald B

Rev E. A, Drake Moderator
J. E DraLe Sec y. &Treas

o Mlnutes of UlllOll Iﬂcehng

~ The Union meetlng of the first district convened with’ Bel—-ﬂ_
view church, Miller county, Ga,, July 25th and 26th 1913, In-

 troductory sermon was preached by Rev, E. A. Drake. Organ-
. ized for business by electing Rev, E, A, Drake moderator and J,

D, Cleveland clerk. Seven . churches were represented by the. -

' following delegation: -
‘Belview: JYohn Henry, 'I‘_ C Clenny, W D Cobb G L.

B Cleveland and .J. D, Clexeland
Pilgrim Home: P, B. Hilburn,

 New Light: T\ T. Brown, W, C. Sheﬂield B F. Hodges;" B

-Pleasant Hill: B. F, Mamor

- Thompson: D D, Grimes,”
T Baptiqt Vineyard W, H. Ric! 1ardson
-Mt. Zion; M, B. \Iusgrme | |
- "Received Rev. W, A, Drake from the 2nd Dlstrrct Umon,"
‘Appointed to vitit 2nd District Union, Rev, E, C, Norris, Rev, M, -
B. Musgrove, Rev, W. C. Clenney and J, D, Cleveland, e

Next session of 1st District Union .to convene w1t11 New -

Light -Church, on Friday hefore the 1st Sunday in July 1914,
- Subjects to'be discussed, ‘‘Christ Preaching to Spirits in Prison,”” -
by Rev, E. C, Norris, ““The Woman That John Saw,” by Rev. -
~ W. C. Clennev. ‘“The Beast that was, and is and. yet is not,”
- by Rev. E, A, Drake. Ad_]ourned to’ meet Wlth New nght.

- Church July 1914. | L
R ‘ Rev E A Drake Moderator
- J. D. Cleveland Clerk. -

| Umon meetmg of the 2nd District convened with Hebrew

" Church, June 28th and 29th'1913. Organized by electing Rev.

A, B. Ard moderator, J. W. Nobles, clerk H1\ churclle'-*-' were
repreeented by the following delegateﬂ e - |
| New Salem: F, W, Wade and W, C, 1\Ic;cl\

~ Mt. Gilmer: T, C. Kelly and G. W, Heard
. Corinth; J. E. Howard,” 3
-~ Golden L1 ht: W. L. Drake and O. L. DraLe

" Hebrew Allen Alda} and H. Sulivant,

‘Springfield: . J. W, Nobles.. |
- Rev,F, ‘W Wade wa‘a apoomted to vmt the 1-5t DlStI‘lCt

f N

e




.. Sth -Sunday i_ll May 1914.
. by Rev W, A. Drake.

“Union,

—

The next session of the znd,‘DiStfict"leiO'llf to meet with -

.New Salem Church, Miller county, Ga,, on Friday before the
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Last Parables,” by Rev, W. H, Drake,
by Rev. E. A. Drake.

- Elect officers;-

" Call for petitionary letters
. Appoint committees,
.'”Call roll and read decorumi,

ﬁﬁ@%PNH

Introductory sermon to be preached
Subjects for discussion |

““The Seven |

“Falling from Grace,”’
~ ““T'he First Resurrection,” by Rev. L. S.

[E

Yates - Rev..A. B. Ard, Moderator,
| . -=]'.'W. Nobles,” Clerk,' ST
S ORDAINED MINISTDRS -
E. A, Drake_______._____ Iron Clty - R, 1 R S Ga.:
" E. D, Norris;_’__._._-_'__ _____ Colquitt, R 3 ____________________ ‘¢
IS, Yates —______._____ CJakin R 1 . ‘¢
7. W.-No_rris___’_—___- _______ _Colqutt R 6_______,,_______;'______:_-_f_"'
A, P, Norris.__________. Iron City R_ _ o ___ .. o
WA, Drake___..____ .. Iron City RQ2_____ . __. ‘o
W.C. Clenny ______.-__ Colquitt R 5 e ‘!
'S, A. McLendon e Colquitt, R 1_. __ . .o ._. ¢
“W. H. Edwards _________ Peace ___ __ . __ i __.__. ‘e
P, Norris. - ___ Colqultt R2 .. R S ‘¢
T, Embry. ___________ Morgan __._______- o ‘“
. R, Braswell ' _Donalsonville R 2 _________________ ‘“.
. B, Musgrove ________ Babcock _ . ___-_ '
B, Ard ___ ___ . __ Iron Ity o o ¢
F Cleveland ____ . _____ _Blakely R 3 e i ¢
. L, Mufsgrove _________ _Bovkin ___ _ . ‘f
. W. Hatre ____ . _____- _Kestler ____ _ ___ ___ o ___ ‘f
W, Wade___________. Colqultt _________________________ “
o Llcentlute Bllnlsteré.'
A Norris ____ . Iron Clty _________________________ ‘o
C. Sheﬂield____________h_Donalsonw]le ______________________'_' (.
C, McKennon _ _ _ _ o o
W. Alday ______._ - __ Brmson R3 ¢
~ ORDER OF BUSINESS. . .
. Organize, st .
Call for letters from varloub churches. | o

- Invite v151tmg brethren to’ seats with us

B 8, Call for correspondence from SIStEl assocntlon.'__



.

9. Appomt correbpondents to slster assomatlons

*10. <Call for reports of committees, -

11, Appoint time and place for next assoc:latlon

12. .Call for mlscellfineous bnsmess

13, Ad_10urnn1ent

‘
]

ASSOGIATIONAL D LCO RULf

1. This Association shall be called to order by the former

moderator, who presided at the last session, if present; if not

present, then the clerk, if he 5hould be absent, then by some
- other brother, |

2. This 'Association shall be opened and cloaed with J pra) er,

3. The modrator and clerk of the proceedmg session shall

. officiate unt11 the body is organized by electmg a moderator and .

clerk in any way the body may direct, | e

-4.. Itshall be the duty of the modemtor to call the meetmg_’ ,

- to order; to see that order.is preserved, receive and submit all
- questions to the body, He shall have the pnnlege of speaking

but must call on some other brother to preside in his place while .
speakmg He shall not have the right to vote unless-the body .
18 equallv divided, when he may cast the deciding vote. S
| 5. " The membera preseut shall be enro]led and thelr names —

cqlled as often as necessan

- 6. ‘The majority of the mcmbers present shall rule in. cases, -
except upon admlssmn of new Clllli‘CllE‘x wluch sha]l requlre a

unanunom vote,’

7. No member shall absent. lllill‘w'&_lf from the hLouse w1t11011t |
leave from the moder ator, and no member 511'111 Ie'we the a-soc1- |

A

ation without the consent of the body., . - \

8. All business shall be brmwht before the bod) by a move .
~and second and shall be disposed of dccording to good usage,

9. No person- shall be allowed to speak more than three
“times on the same subJect nor. more  than fifteen mmutes_ eaeh
time W1thout permission from the body,

10.. No person shall be disturbed whlle Speaknw unless he

depart trom the subJe(:t 'md 1t w111 be necessrr}, to call hlm to

.order,

~

11. Onl) one person shall be allowed to speak at a time 'md' /

he must rise to his feet and address the moderator and must not

nse abusive language or personal reflections on any one without

being subject to a cail to order by.the moderator, :
12 [t shall be the duty of the clerk to Leep a mmute of the

. proceedings and read the same when called upon, to be'corrected .
“at the discretion of the body, and shall prepare the minutes for
the association shall appoint
‘He shall keep all books and papers

N - ’ T )

publication,  unless

some one for that purpose,

™
o
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do ‘so, -and shall have such Coulpt.nmtmn for his s services as the
R assomatlon may prebcrlbe - L e |

L

i D Jbelouwlue to tlie abSJLIQtIOll ud rcad thc“ SAme wlletrordered to -
?

13. It shall be the duty of the correspoudmg secretar) to

~_ . carry on correspondence by writing to persons belonging to other

P assocmtlons of liKe faith in any way that would be likely to create
S _mterest in this association for its promotion and weil being.

[ 14 It shall be the duty of the treqsurer to Leep all money |
o commltted to him by the association, and to Leep and account of
S recelpts and expendltures make a report at everv assoclatlou if .

called upon, pay out mouey when ordered- to do so by the" asso-

_ciation, and slhall receive such compeneatlon as the assocratlon :
may prescrlbe

‘ A .
e T .
* '

~15. Thebe rules of decorum may be amended at the dl%cre-
t1011 of the aesocmtlon B

GOVLRN\IENT AN]) ORDINANCES

~+ 1. . We.believe that a Gospel church, or a church of Chrlst
~1s a congregatlon of Christians c0ust1tuted and governed accor-
dlug to the ruleb laid down in the New Testameut

. . o
. P P L S
S P SIS A R -
-
-
h

| 2. That - these. rules requlre churches to preaerve the: form"
of goverument and ordinances ‘of the first (..lll‘l%tl'lll ChllI’ChE:b
and be composed of baptlzed believers in Chrlst

3, ‘That the visible church is the afrgrefrate or, whole num-
~ ber 6f Goepel churches and that the invisible chiurch is composed
~of the redeemed now' in heaven; and of such Christians now on

~-1earth a% are uot qttachrd to the visible, accordmf‘r to the Gosr-el ;
; rules

e e e, e
:
-

b

-4, That the. estabhshment of a central or Catholic govern-' |
~ment over the visible church or any part thereot is a device ‘of
eathly ambition repugnant to the word of God and Subver&,we . |
of the churches and dangerous to the liberties of meri,

]
. . .o - .
. - . ,
el e e Uy e ey e ettt g T et Y ety e e, e S T = B et —F -
[ . . .
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| 5. That the Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bod-
._"l S ‘“_7 2S or trlbuuale authorized by the Scriptures; that each church
{4 . has the unrestricted right to administer its owu Uovermneut with-.
. . out supervision of interference, being under Clmst essentially
N --1udependent and absolute r,rnd that if this rlfrht IS surrendered to

- ° ’ -t

i
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a supermtendmg Jurlsdlctlon by delegation or otherw1se the as-
sembly then ceases to be a Gospel church, |
6. That churches may nevertheless we suppose ‘meet by
~delegates, from an association and declare the terms upon which
~ they will keep up a friendly correspondence but that the rights -
~ and authority of the churches being inalienable are in no w15e
-compromised by or Hindered by entering into an association,

. therefore associations have no shadow of authority over ohurches -

- or individuals, their only powes being to transact business which
does not pertain to churches, in their ecmesmstlcal capacity, or to
promote mutual intercourse and concentration of voluntary ef-
fort, and to give that advice to churches wlnch lmght with equalﬂ
- authority be given by any individual,
7. 'That the authority of churches is designated for the per-
- petuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for the preserva-
~tion of a pure and orderly body of Christians on earth, that it is
~ fully suﬂimeut for the purpose 111tf=nded but it does not extend to
~ the person's property of consciences of men in any case whatever,
8. That the only requsites to church membershlp are faith
in C hrist and obedience to the Gospel that faith in Christ neces:
arily exists in connection with the belief in the fundamental
~truths of Christianity, and that to preqcrlbe any other requisite
of church membership is an a%umptlon o the part of the church |
“and a depwture from the plan of the Goqpel . -
9, Thqt the officers of the church are elders and deacom |

that elders are also called bishops.or pastors: that all elders are
- equal 1in rank; though they may perform different functions since

sonme may be bishops or pastors of particular churches, whlle oth-

ers may be simply. elders, having no pastoral charze, .
) 10. That the authority of the minister of the Gospel extends

" to teaching, exortation and rebuke, but no further, that he cannot
. perform any act which belongs to the authority of - the church, -
such as the reception of members into the church compact, of
the expulsion of offenders; that as a member. of the church he'is
- no more than any other member and if he is guilty of transgres-
sion he is to be brought to trial befqre_ his brethren and convicted
or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person;

yet we think it prudent and proper to call in advisory help espe- - -

cially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy.
11. That Chriztian baptism is the immersion of a believer i in

water in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost | -



T
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12. That the Lord’s Supper 1s an ordmance to be observed -

1n the church t111 the Lord comes,

13, The elders and deacons must be set apart to their oﬂice RS
by ‘ordination by the 1mp051t10n of the hande of tlhe presbytery'_ s
- and prayer, without which they are not authorlzed to adnumster | :’,
- the ordmances pertammg to thelr respective ofﬁce.s | |

,_CHURGI{ DECORUM.-._"

—_———

1. “The church may choose a paetor annually at the last. N
‘regular conference in associational year; it they prefer, it o
" may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of tlme to continue
~from year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to keep up.

the connectlon

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor ma) be chosen at" e
- any other time; but if the choice be made at a ‘special conference S
o \the time must be dppomted at a- monthly meeting of the church -
| 3. The pa%tor shall be moderator of the, clmrch but when
he is absent or does: ‘not sit as moderator being present some
| sultable brother shall be appomted to sit in his place, - N |
4, There shall be two or more deacons m the clmrch |
_whose duty it shall be to superintend-the’ collectlon and disburse-

ment of the contrlbutlons made by the church for the pastor etc.,

 and to distribute the bread and wine in the qdmnuatmtlon of the

Lord’s Supper,

"
-~

e g

5. 'The deacons shall taLe notice of such members as refuse .

_conference 1f neceqsary

6. Some suitable member shall be aPPOIIIted clerk and 1t_' -
) _shall be his duty to do all the recordmg and other Wl‘ltlng per- -

taining to the business ' of the church and to preserve a ﬁle of
" the minutes of the association, |

7.~ When a new clerk 18 appomted all the booLs etc., be- B
_. ,_longlng to the clerk shall he 1111111ed1atel} delivered 111111 b}, 111 o

predecessor

8. When a church deems it neceqs’lry, a commlttee of not
~ less than three male members well acquainted with business,”
""'shall be appomted wlhose dllt} it shall be to give advice to:

- or neglect- to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to as-
certain the cause, that the Same may be lald before the church in =



k.=
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brethren who apply to them relatlve to cases of deahng, etc.,1

.w1th the church,

9. The church shall hold two da}s meetlng rnonthlj, . em- ,
bracmg Saturday and the Lord’s day followlng the ﬁrst of wh1ch :
shall be the regular time of conference,, -

-10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and female,

) to attend eqch ‘conference meetmg if they can, for on that day

the pastor is expected to instruct-the church in specnl manner

.. by giving plain and pomted lessons on doctrine, d1501phne and'? -'
' the ralé of holy living, - |

| - 11. Any male member who shall fail to attend three succes-
R ;Slve conferences and any member whatever who may be gener-
~- ally remiss in dttendlng the meetings of the church according to
- the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in ‘conference |

~and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt membersh
a from thlf: rule if necessary, -

e

12.. Conference, .after prayer or divine services, shall be

opened as follows:: 1, Inviting visiting brethren to seats, . 2.’

Opening the door of the church forthe recevtion of members 3.

“Calling for the reading of the minutes of the last conference, 4.

Calling for absentees,. 5, For acknowledements, 6. For ref-
erences or “defered business. 7. For new matters of dealing,

> which are to come before the body 8. For miscellanéous bus-

iness - - - S
13.. Visiting bréethren, as helps called in from sister churches,

“shall be allowed to speak and nnke motions or seconds bnt not. |

allowed to vote, | | :
14. Any orderly member of the Baptlsf church may be re-

“ceived into the church without a letter, when it ismade apparent |
- that his Christian character is unnnpeaclnble and -that he” has

applled for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to
join this or soine sister church All other. members must JOlll by -

~ letter or baptism, ~ .. | -

15.. No member shall be rece1ved Wlthout thc unanimous

‘consent of the . mernber:; present; but . unreasonable objections
'shall mnot be wvalid, and uunless withdrawn the member

. "who makes ther'l shall be 11'1b1€: to be taken under deahng by the
.+ church,

16. When the moderator calls for absentees the clerk shall

inform the church what nmembers have been absent from ‘three
_‘successive conferences, and the moderator.shall appoint some

brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference,-
17. - No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited

verbfrllv or in writing; to attend his trial: prov1ded his remdence_'
- be known to the chnrch | |

!



18, When a witness, not a member of the church, 1s intro-
"'__duced he shall not be examined till the question has been put to :
the church will, you ‘hear the testunony of this witness? a
19, The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledg- )
ment shall be minuted in the church book. N
20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who be-
comes disorderly, or continue to hold their letters without a good
reason, shall be cited to the conference toanswer for their conduct. .
- 21. Expelled members may be: restored to fellowship on
their petition if their walk since expulsiou has convinced the
church that they have- smcerely repented of their former evil '~;
conduct, - ~ . | |
22, A vote. shall be taken upon any queatlon W1t110ut a
move and a second, and in all 1mportaut questlone the Vote shall - -
- be taken by rising to the feet, L
23. - No motionshall be made while a move and second 1S
-‘before tlie conference, . . . |
-24; It shall be consldered d1sorder1y for any ‘member to ab-
sent himself from conference when an important question is to be

decided; but a member upon his request, may be exempted from -

~voting on either side in peculiar cases,
| 25. No member. shall leave - the house d urlng conference
‘without a suﬂic1ent cause nor engage in conversation or whisper-

ing without being subject to be called to order by the moderator.

26, All discussions in conference must be conducted with -
calmness and good feeling: those who speak must rise to their
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the poiiit- in debate,
- 27. No one shall speak more than three times on' the same
 motion without permisaion from the moderator, nor .shall the re-
“marks of any one be unreasonably long, | |
-~ 28, When the moderator speaks in debate he must nornr-. -'
nate some brother moderator in his stead, S

- 29, No one shall be mterrupted while speaking unless it 1S

- necessary to call him to order

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the ad- |
ministration of the Lord’s Supper at least four times a }ear and

- ‘the expenses are to be paid by the church,

~ . proper,

31. Members notin good standing shall not commune, but
the administration shall not be deferred on accouut of any ordi-
nary matter of dealing.

32 Feet washing shall be attended to as the church eee%

33. Publlc faetmg lrunnllatron and prayer shall be observed
on. proper occasious, | | | |

__ 34, It shall be the duty of. the pastor to take up CO]]QCthl]b .
_""quarterly for the support of 110111e nuseron work. |
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- 35, It shall be the duty” of "eqt.h"t_:'lmréh whien calling a'pas.-' __
.__-toz to accompany the cail with amount they agree to. pay - bim . -

" for his services.

36. It shall be the dut_y of the (.hurch to appomt a commlt- |

tee to revise the ch urch book once a year.

. 37." 'This decorum may be altered or amended by the vote

“of . two thirds of. the members prebent dt any two successw
monthly confereuces B ,,

ASSOCIATIONAL LONSI iT UTION

1. A ChdrCh proper in its lowest sense is'a body of Cllrls-"‘ ‘

tians united and. congregated together for the purpose of wor-

B shiping God aund promoting his cause, and" in which the Gospel .
-~ regularly preached; the ordinances’ dul) administered and- the

priuciples of 'holiness encouraged and practlced Each church

- or body thus formed is separate and 1ndependent in itself, posses- -

sing the right to direct its own affairs in its own way, subject
only in certain difficult cases to arbitration by sister churches,

Such churches. may, llowever; unite in a%oclatloual capacity for-
. purposes of more thorough organization, efficient work and for
the general and mutual good of all, without'surrendering any of

. thelr individual rights, Therefore:the churches herematter men-
. tioned resolve thembelves into a body ecclesiastic to be known as

~ the Martin Association ot Free Will Baptist, which shall meet - o

aunually at such time and place as may be qgreed tpon by the
bedy at its ‘annual meetings,

| 2. “T'he association, when absembled bhall be composed of
all ministers of the association,” both . ordained and: licentiates, -
aad of delegateb or wmessengers chosen by th(—. &everal churcheb -.

from tiwe to time for that purpose,

3. The number of delegate to be. deteruuned by nmmbcr-
%lllp of the respecuve churclies,,. To amlplyty this we will state

that any-church is entitled to two delegates it matters’ not how -

- few members it may have, - That after it has attained fifty mem-
“bers it shall then be entitled to one celegate to every twenty -five

- -mewmbers, or fractional part thereof, uutll it has reached one hun-
~ dred; then for every fiifly or tractional part. thereot aud go on
- neréasing in 1his ratio to any nuwmber, :

4. ‘The officers: of the association shall couslst of a moder- -

ator, clerk and treasurer, ‘to be cliosen annually from tlle mein-
- bers present; moderator and clerk to be elected by ballot,

5. It shall be the duty of the moderater to preside over the
body during the session at which he is elected, call the next suc-

‘(:Ledmf»r session to order, enforce the I‘[‘ll@a of Decorum, decide ail -

que-atwns ut dmuplme and n case of a tie, to cast tlu. demdmg
vote, o - __

6 It shall be the duty of the clerk " to Leep an’ accu-

'mte rt.cord of the bll‘:lllﬁ‘:% transauwu:.-, of - the aasomatlon

- . .
" 1
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superintend the printing of the minutes and draw on the treas-
urer for the funds to discharge the expenses of the same, He
shall hold office until his successor is elected and installed, and -
shall receive such compensation for his services as the assoc:latlon -

may deem proper to allow, | . S
7. There shall be an executive committee of discrete breth-
ren appointed annually by the moderator; or elected by the body,

 who shall properly be the association in recess, and whose duty

‘may be more fully defined from time to time by the assocmtmn |

The treasurer shall be one of the number, | |

8. When the association 1s assembled a 111'130r1t) of '111 the"

members enrolled shall be required to foml a quorum for the .

. transaction of business,

) 9. All debates c,hall be conducted in a (,hrlstmn and broth- -'

| erly Spll‘lt all shall be allowed the privilege of speaking on any
questlon which is submitted to the consideration of the body,

10. Every speaker shall rise from his seat, address the mod-
erator, and keep to the question in debate, and :ahall av01d all
unpleabant reflections and personalties; - ._
- 11.. 'No brother shall be allowed to consunle more than fif-
teen' minutes in one speech, or speak more. than twice on the
same subject, except by permission from the moderator or body.
| 12. -All questions shall be submitted by move and second,
the first motion taking preeedence in point of order. Every mo-
. tion seconded must be acted - upor, . unless wlthdrau n by the
mover, = - . |

13.  The busmess shall be t'lk(.ll up in order accordulcr to" |
‘the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary -to suspend thc. o
regular rules for a time for purposes which appear. proper.

14. the moderator shall at eaeh session invite correSpoudmfr 3
delegates from other. bodies of our own order, and also ministers
from other denominations to seats, who, when thus ‘-eated shall
be entltled to the frlendshlp of honorary memberﬂ,.

'ASSOCIATIONAL GOVENANT.

Havmg been, as we trust brought together to organize an
“association; by dlvme grace to embrace our Lord ]esus Christ,
“to give ourselves up wholly to him, we joy fully and solemnly

- covenant with each other to walk together in him, with all hu-
- mility and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good, aud
stir up each other to love and wood works, and not formkmg the
~ frequent assembling of - ourselves together with our neighbors

to” worship God according to his revealed will, as occasion may ./

require; to warn, rebuke and admonish eacli other according  to
~ the rules of the Gospel, that the knowledue ma) be thereby‘



of God and ‘the’ ordmances of His house, and hold con-

- . that holiness requlred by the law  of God, wholly given to.the

e LT T T A

' promoted'-'to "tlile'end_ We will uphold the pubhc worshlp T

, stant communion with each other therein; and we will cheer—_
fully contrlbute our property for the maintenance of a faithful
minister of the Gospel among us and for the extension of the = -
- blessed Redeemer’s kingdom universally. 'We will not omit fam- ]

-ily and closet religion at home nor allow ourselves in the too
~ common neglect “of the great and 1mportant duty of religiously . -
. training of our children for the service of God and the enjoyment. -

of heaven, We will also sympathize with each other in seasons - L
.of temptation and affliction, and be ready to distribute to the
‘necessities of the saints, We will especially pray for and with -
each other for the churches unwer.sally for the promised effusion -
of the Holy Spirit for the prosperity of Zion, and the mgathenng _'

-of the elect; and may the God of. peace, “who brought again from. .
‘the dea? our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepard of the sheep, =

_. through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect. R
In every good work to do his will, that we may not onl} enjoy a . ]
- mname and place in the church on earth but finally with his glori-  ~ |

~ous church of the first born of heaven in ascribing blessmgs hon-
_or, mighty, majesty and domunon ‘to hun Who 51tteth on the
_throne and the Lamb forever -- |

DOGTRINAL VIE\VS

1. \Ve beheve that the Holy Bible was written by men - - |
divinely msplred and is a treasure of heavenly instruction, that . N
_ has a God for its author, salvation for its end and truth w1thout-f.
. mixture of. error for its matter; that it reveals the prmmples by
 which God will judge us, and therefore ‘it shall remain with us

- to the end of time, the true center of Chrlstlan union and.the
~ supreme standard to Wthh all human conduct and opmlons should

~conform, | S -
9. ‘That there is one true and llvmg God whose name is - o
- ]ehovah ‘the Maker and Ruler of Heaven and earth -inexpressi- R
bly glorlous in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence

" and love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son and R
- Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing dis- | .
- tinct but harmomous offices in the great work of redemption, - - = R

3. That man was.created in a state of holiness under the |
" laws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that |
~ holy and happy state, in consequence of which men are sinners, - .. . |
not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly void of ol

-~

- gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful passions,
. and therefore,’ under Just eondemnatlon to eternal ruin, without_
defense or excuse, | ~ | DR

i .
L




4. ‘'That the salvatlon of sinners is wholly of grace. through

L the mediatorial office of the Son of God, whotook upon him our '
~ nature; yet without sin, honored the law by his personal obedi-
ence, and made atonement for sin. by his death; belng risen from

the draa(4 he is now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in his won-

derful person the tender sympathies with divine perfection, is |

every way qualified to be a Sultable compasslonate and all suf-

o '_ ﬁc:lent Savior, | _ ;
"5, That the crreat Gospel blesmngs which (,hrlst of 1115 full-

- ‘ness bestows on such as belieye on him is Justlﬁcatlon that justi-
- cation cousists in the pardon of sin and promise ‘of eternal life
- upon principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in con-

~ sideration of anything which we have done, but solery throughf' ._
‘his own righteousness and atonement, and that it brlngs us mto'

. a state of most blessed peace and favor with God,

6. 'That the blesamgs of salvation are made free to, all by -

the. Gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all. to receive them

- by a cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the sal- -

vation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary . re-

“Jusal to submit to the:Lord Jesus Christ, W’thh refusal w111 sub-

ject him to aggravated condemnation, L , -

| 7. Thatin order to be saved we must be rewenerated or born

. again, That regeneratlon consists of giving a holy disposition
‘to the mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehen- =
~ sion by the power of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary obe- .
“dience to the Gospel; and that its proper ev:dence 1S found in the-h B

- holy fruits which we bring. forth to God | -
'8. - That election is the gracmnb purposes of God, accordlng

to wlnch he regenerates, sactifies and saves sinners, That being"

‘perfectly consistent with the free agency of maz, it comprehends

-all the means with the end, that it a most glorious display of God’s
- goodness, being infinitely wise, lioly, unchangable; that it utterly'
. excludes boastmg and promoteb humility, prayer, praise, trustin
| God, and active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages

“the use of means in the highest degree; that it is the foundation

of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to - |

._our.:-,elves demands and deserves our ‘utmost diligence, _
9, ‘That the Ppreserving ‘attachment of true believers to

~ Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them f{rom -super-

ficial professors; that a special providence watches over their wel-

fare and that they are Lept by the power of God through faith

unto c>a1vat10n

7 10. 'That the law of God 13 the eternal, unchangable rule
0} his government ‘that it is holy, just and good, that the -

| inabilit y which the Scriptures abscribe to fallen man to’

o S
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- fulﬁll the preceptb arise ent1re1y from thelr love of sin, to deliver
them from which, and to restore them through a 111edlator to un-

feigned. obedlence to the Holy.law is one design of the Gospel
T_and of the means of- grace connected w1th the estabhshment of

- the v1:>1b1e church,

~11. Thatthe first day of the week is the Lord’s day ;
-',Christian Sabbath: that it should be kept sacred to religious pur—
poses by abstaining from all secular labor and recreation, ‘by the

- direct observance of ‘all ‘means of grace, both public and private,

and preparation for the rest which remains for the people of God,

12. ‘That civil government is of divine appointment for the

interest of good order of human society; that the magistrates are

~ to be prayed for conscientiously, honored and obeyéd in all thmgb o
- Lot contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who 1‘; the
'- ;_nord of conbmence and Prince of the kings of earth, .

13.  That there 1s a radical and essential. difference between

. the righteous and wicked, and that such only as are justified by
- faith in the name of the Lord Jesus, and is sanctified by the Spirit

~of God as aretruly rlghteous in. His esteem ‘while all such as
continue in nnpemtence and unbelief are, in His sight, wicked - -
“and under the curse and this dlbtlll(.tlon holds good among - men

both in and after death, . - - )

" 14. ‘That the end of. this world 1S approachmg when Christ
~will descend from heaven and raise the dead from their graves to

- final retribution, that a solemn separation will then take place,

the righteous bemg adjudged toeverlasting happiness and the

. wicked to endless punishment, and this Judgment will forever
. fix the final state of men in heaven or hell on principles of rlght-

) eoublless ——*—]ohu 5: 255, I\htt 25:31-34, ‘41- 46 |
- - ARTIGLES OF FAITH.-

1; The Scrmtures —The %cnptures of the Old and New Tes-

~ taments were given by the inspiration of God, and are binding
on all as our only rule of faith and practice, There is only one
‘living and true. God, infinite’in all His attributes; the Creator,

Preserver. and Goveruor of the Universe, revedled to us 111 the '

Scriptures as Father, Son and Spirit. -
2. Christ.—He is God manifest in the ﬂesh being in Hxs

- divine nature true God, in his human nature true man, united
~in the person of the Messiah as the mediator. for the redemptmn-

‘ ef the world,

N butes belnfr the Reformer, Comforter and c5a*.nct1ﬁer of men,

! 4, Divine Purpose and Providence.—The purposes ‘of God are
eternal and immutable, and his wise and Holy providence is over

~ all beings and all things to secure Hl% only. glorv and the hlghest |
T velfare of all creatures | i |

The Hbly Spmz —-—Ho possesses all personal “divine attrl-

. -’
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5 Or:gmaf State - and Fall of Mcm ’\Ian was created

uprlght but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condem-
‘nation.  All his posterity inherit his fallen nature, which is cher-

ished by 1ndulge11ce so all who come to years of 1110ra1 account—‘
ability, sin. and come short of the g! ory of God. -

6. The Atonement.—Christ in His great compassion offered
Himself as a sacrifice in onr-stead, and thus by His life suffering

“and death, made an-atonement uluch is full and free to *111 and
opens the only way to salvation; * |

7. Grace.—No one can b} hlcs own work merit and obtain

salvation which is wholly of the grace of God and through

which all spiritual blucsmqq are bestowed 11p011 us,

- 8. Conditions of Salvation.—These are repentances nnplymg
godly sorrow for open concession and other renunciations of sin,

faith or the unreserv ed committal of the mind and heart to re-
ceive, obey.and trust in Christ, regeneration by the Holy Spirit,’

whereby the soul 1s freed from the dominion of sin “and brought-

| mto the glorious liberty of the children of God.

9 Election. God has not fixed the future state of man by
eny unconditional decree, but determined from the begmm g 10

save all who would camp]yr with the conditions of salvatiomn.

10. Persez)erancg None will be finall; saved but those uho ~

throucrh agrace, nre:aerve in holiness.

. 11, Salwt:on Free God (16511‘65 the ‘-«'11\”11:1011 of all the Gos-

- pel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever
-will may come 'md take of the water of life freely

12. The Freedom of the Will. ——l he lluman will is not controll-“

ed by any fatal necessity, or external force, but is free and self- o

determined, havmg power to ¥ leld to gmcmu%mﬂuences or resist -
them and perlsh ~

Gospel Ordinance. ——Baptlf‘lll or the inimersion of behev-

ers 111 ‘water, and the Lord's Supper. are ordinances to be per-

petuated vnder the Gospel of umversal Obll”“itlon and to be ad- -

'_muuatered to '111 true believers,

14. The Saééadz —The Christian Sabbath s a dlmne 1115t1tu-'

“tion, binding on all, and should be observed by abstaining from

all secular business, amusements and COIleCI"ltE‘d to the WOI"-‘;hlp
of God and 1o 5p1r1tual 1mp10vement -

15 The.Resurrection.—Final Judgment and Fmal Re(ribu-.
tlon --Christ will make his second appearance at the end of the
world, when the dead will be raised, the'judgment will set, the
righteous will be received to eternal blesser_lnes;s and the wicked
bamshed to endlest suffering, |

N
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Form of Letter to Association. .

State of Georgla County of . ___. -
Wc the Church of Chr1st of the F ree Wlll order ‘sendeth - . -
a-rectlngs to the mmlsters 111ce>5engers and delegates composmg - ‘-'L o |

“the. annnal session of the. Martm Unlted F ree Wlll Baptlst Asso-

. clatlon to beheld with L church

P ML Mk wen g Gy L WA PR W mmm pet % M Sal e wla S EEL M N R W W

—iﬂ-—“-h_-__-__-———_——_\-—q—n#-

L R T T T T . T I TP P S A —

- L.L.’...ﬂ’..;.__;__-',;.__;_;-'.*;.-._.___.';.~.-._..;...*_;,-_'__-;'_;;;_ixrlionl we deem -~ .
) worthy of seats in your honorable body - o R o < fl
The condition of our church isas follows Meeting days

________ Sunday recelved by letter ,__;______#, recelved on pro-__h" S .
;-feSSion_'_;_ _______ , I'EStOI‘Ed ___________ baptlzed ______ ., ex- - o
_'-.*clu‘dcd__:_f"’____'_',_,_ dlcsnnssed by letter __________ , diedl__________', | ;

~Total number of members__’_‘____-__'__’__ Gavc pastor $_________;, |

We c«end as nnnute fund $_______,___\.~ _____ : _'Rev. _____________

____________________ qu our: p’lthI’ last year, Rev.______.___ o

_______________ _______lfa our present pastor We have licensed ]

to preach the Gospel___;;_;..l'_'___.-,':;"__.“__'_“_;_-.._._"._'"_.'_i__*, - We have

ordamed to preach the Gospel T

W EEE S EES CEEE mpy et IS TEE BN B B B R sl el ek g B B Mgy Sl vk man D D s -

Remarks

Tlns done by order of the Church 111 ccnfcrcnce

| ;-—*:--.-'-—.—-—'-'——"—'—*‘-'—- '_'__'___..___'______-,___\Ioderator
I - | | ClerL |

Postofﬁce of (.lerk e County Ga

1 A T R s By dery cder vy W B AT B b mmie s b oy g ey e

erte petition bclow i1 confereuce if wanted - o B
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STATISTICAL TABLE

- s1oeg pregl .

* | | R A AR
| 2 JIoloajlealu |8l |alsS| 5
. S & o . ) o o0l BN Q. 2. e .
T L oot EgislalElEE] (28
CHURCHES .} PASTORS CLERKS P.O. GA. o E-" o] & 2 - ol m-
- o - | o | s |ela 3.1 2 | 5
3R S8 &
Golden Light_-__.___|[M. A. Woodard___|D. W, Lane ._.____.. Iron Gty . _____. 3rd | | |- A 1 61f 500{ 56 75
N Belview __._.___. _...JE. A. Drake ....__ _|j. D. Cleveland ___|Colquitt.___,_._.___. 4th> [ 1[4 |_[3|5]1 2201 2 50! 50 00]
Pleasant Hill _______ E. C. Norris ____.__ B. F. Matnor .._____ Carnegie ..2.._...._ 3rd | 2l d. | 31 34| 1 50{ 37 10}
. {Friendship _._._.__. E.'C. Norris ....__. W. A.Strickland_.. [Colquitt ______ . .___ Ist {2 |1 .. | 1 2 00| 40 00
s |Corinth __..__._____. A. P. Norris _______ QOscar Howard _____|lron City .________.. st [V 52 I [143| 3 co| 75 00
- |Patmos oo ______.. G. Harnis._____._. W. E. Brooks _____|Milford .. _._._..__. 3rd | 212 1—|2 01111143 2400100 C0]
~_INew Salem.____..._ J. W Norris _.____. B. H. Hatcher ._.__{Colquitt .___.____.__ st 24| 11519]3 88( 2 501 40 00|
Baptist Vineyard.___|S. W. Hai  ______. W.H.Richards’'n.__ |Kestler ___._..______ 3rd ool B [ S 351 200
Thompson .____.__. W. Norris _..___. J. R. Bozeman .____. Colquitt . _____.____. 4th | 2 [ —)— || - 631 2 40
- | Mount Gilmer ____. S. Eley o ___. T.C. Kelly .______. Bambndge _________ 3rd |- T3P b 401 2 00
. {Pilgrim Home ..__. S. W.Haire "_____._ . T. Hilburn__.____. Newton .oo.o._.... 2nd oot Vo4 |
Mount Zion ._.____. . M. Emanuel ____._ j G. Jordan .0 | e e Y
New Light __.____.. J. W. Norris _.____. E. A Haire._______. Colqultt .................. |} I 50
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